







Univerfal' Hiftory, 

* R 0;M" t h e 

Earlieft Acfcomit of Time. 

4 * — 

VOL. XV. 

» » ■ ■ ■ ' « 1 

BOOK III. 

The Roman HiJ^ry. 

r ■ ■ ■ . ■ ' " ■ - — ^ 


CHAP. XIX. 


Ufbe Hijtory of Rome, from the of Vitelliu*? to 
the Death of Domitian, the kfi ^f the twelve Caviars, 

> in whom ended the Flavian family, 

t 

T H E Flavian family, now railed" to the bigheft pitch 
of grandeur, was no- way confpicuous citbci for its 
luftre or antiquity, Titos hlaviuSy the emperor^®'^^''’ ^ ' 
grandfather, was a citizen of RcaUy nowi^/f/Z, inthccoun-y fVr,p 
|ry of the Sabines *, and, in the civil wars between Cafa} and V/ 
ferved under the latter in quality of centurion, hut 
rettimed home after the battle of Pharfalia ; and, having ol^- ^ 
tuned his pardon, betook liimfelf to the mean employm^ of 
f^tefting taxes, under the farmers of the public revenue His 
I^Tttus Flavius Sabinus followed the fame profef^, and 
Quitted himfelf in it with fuch intcgiity, that, bVj^e fevc- 
tal cities of Jfa^ where he was colkdor of ttie^'tax called 
qisadrageftmay iiatoes wereere£fed to him with this infeription, 

Tetkii bcnejl fidflican. Afterwards he Withdrew i»to th'* 
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The Rom^ 'Hifiery. 111. 

of AVeand Galhot vrhWefhho and FiteUius were contending 
for the fovereignty, he bega^A to cheriih hopes of obtaining it 
himfclf, relying on fcvsral Xrodigics, prophecies, and propi- 
tious refponfes of oracles (if). Of the many predi£tions, that 
of Jofephus the hiftorian is the moll famous, who fainted 
Vetpafian with the title of emperor even in Nero'^ reign, »d 
allured him, he Ihould be foon invefted with the fovcreigii 
power, ^is predi(Stion is {hentioned not only by HRnlllf 
but likewife by Suetonius who tells us; that Jofephus^ being 
by Vejpafian'^ orders pt?t in iro'i^, boldly affirmed, that in a 
fhoit time lie Ihould by lim be fet y liberty ; but that he Ihould 
be cmpeior firft. Hotf ever, that the empire was, by thcd^il: . 
laws ot fate, by predictions and prophecies, foretold and or- 
dained to Vcfpfljian^ and his fons, was, fays Tacitus^ what we 
believed, alter we had leen them emperors 

c Joseph, bell. Jiid. I. v. c. 12. ** Suet. c. 5. « Taw 

ciT. hilt. 1 . i. c. 86. & 1 . ii. c. 78. • 

(B) The antients take notice ilood the altar of that deity ; 
of many prodigies prefaging his a deity, as Tacitus obferves, not 
future grandeur. Infhh grounds, diltinguiflied by an^Batue or 
{d^ysTacitus (i), while he was in temple, but only by an altar, 
the bloom of his age, a cyprefs- As Vejpnlian offered facrifice 
tree, fignally tall, fell fuddenly ; there, and was entertaining great 
but the day following rofe again, hopes and views, Bajilides the 
and refumed frelh growth and prieft, having diligently furveyed 
verdure ; which was, according to the entrails, addrelTcd him thus : 
the concurring teftimony 'of the “ Whatever defign it is which 
foothfayers, an omen of extraor- “ you meditate, O Vefpafian^ 
dinary grandeur il^tjie ’Bate ; “ whether to build an houfe, or 

yet at Brft the wnSle ^prefage “ extend your domains, or to 
feemed to have been literally ful- “ enlarge your train of flaves, 
filled by his being honoured with ** to you is granted a mighty and 
the triumphal ornaments, which large fettlement,infinite bounds, 

he acquired by his condu^ in and multitudes of men.'" Thefe 

Britain ; by his bearing the dig- myBerious words were iinmedi- 
aity of conful ; and by his re- ately fpread abroad by fame, and 
in vanquifliing the Je^'s. by all explained as prefaging the 
Buq^'hen he had paffed through empire to Vejpafian, Many re- 
thele^^nours, he began to 1^- fponies of oracles, and prodigies 
lieve, %at the empire was the of the like nature, are related by 
thing' j^fji^ed. He was con- (2),and />/0 (3); 

firmed in thiTbelief by the an- but we Biall not trefpafs upon ti^ 
fwer returned him by Bafilides patience of our refers wijJi a 
prieB of the god Carmel, fo called deuil of them, 
from mount , Cemr/, on which 


(1) TecMjfl, /. ii. f. 78. (z) in Vejp, c* (3) Die, /»Jjevi. 744. 



C.^IX, iliftory. ^ 

Vfisp ASIAN, being encd^^aged by Muctanus governor of 
6yr/tf, by Ttherius Alexander governor of Egypt^ and by aJl 
his officers, not to neglect the prefent opportunity, while two 
^ competitors, of all men the nioft unworthy, were contending 
for the empire, ‘at length yieSded, as we have already re- 
lated ; and was proclaimed emperor at Alexandria on the firft hadnvw 
t)f July of the fixty-ninth year of the Chriftian ara ; on the Uged em- 
third of the fame month, in Judaa^ where he then was ; pe>^or in 
on ttfe fifteenth, in Syria ; and a few days after, in all the 
provinces of the Eaft. He was not in himlelf any-way 
changed by fo fudden and'fo mighty a turn of fortune : no*^'""^* 
loftinefs appeared in his^ afpe^f, nl arrogance, nor any new Not 
"behaviour, under his new chara£»r. He immediately re- changed ly 
warded his friends, r^fing fome to military commands, others 
to be governors of provinces, feveral to the rank ot fenators, dignity. 
moll of them men of fignal merit and renovirn,and who after- 
wards acquired the higheft honours in the Hate. As he thought 
it below him to court the foldiers by largefles, he promifed 
them no grAter donative in the heat of the civil war, than had 
been given them by others during full peace. In the council 
which he cftablilhed at Berytus tor the dirc£lion of all mo- 
mentoi^ affairs, it was refolved, that fhould purfue the 
war againft the Jews^ and Mucianus march with part of the 
forces againft Vitcllius, But Titus undertook nothing till the 
next year ; and Antomus Primus^ with the Illyrian army, 
defeated the troops of Pitellius before the arrival of Mucianus % 
made himfelf mailer of Rcme^ and all Italy ; and cauied the 
uuhappy emperor to be publicly executed as a common cri- 
minal : all which tranfadlions^w'w have already related at 
large. 

In the mean time Vefpajiany having /{)aired fome time at 
Antioch the capital of Syria^ pioceeJed'irom thence to Egypt ^ 
where he received the joyful tidings of the vidlory gained by 
Primus at Cremona. Hereupon he haftened to Alexandria^ 
with a defign to diftrefs Rome by famine, fmee from Egypt 
chiefly the city was fupplicd with corn. He was at the fame 
time preparing to invade Africa by fea and land, in order to 
bring upon the enemy, by intercepting their provifions, the 
calamity of hunger, with that of diflcnfion. But in the^nean deceives 
time many perfons of all ranks and degrees arrived fro^i Italy ^ of 
•to acquaint him with the fate and fall of Viielli ^ which 
were no fooner known, than multitudes flocked fr^i all quar- Vitclhus. 
ters, notwiihftanding it was then winter, t!ie favour 

of the new emperor ; infomuch that Alexandria^ the greateft 
city of the empire after Rome^ proved too fmall for the vjft 
numbers of embalTadors, deputies, noblemen, officers, 
who flocked thither. Among the reft, emballadors arrived 
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from VoUgefes king of Parthia^j^Yio offered to affift him with 
forty thou (and Parthian horfe. refpi^ian returned him thanks, 
and, dtfiiing he would fend ttmbanadors to the fenate, ac* 
quainted him, that the cominpn wealth was re-eflabiiQied in 
peace f. The news ol the defith of Viiellius made Vefpejian 
alter his meafures ; for, inftead of diftreffing the cit}, wiych 
had alieady proclaimed him emperor, with famine, he dU 
fpatched thither a great number of vcffels laden with corn ; 
which arrived very fcafoinHy, there not being at that*tiifle 
remaining in all the public ftorcs above ten days provifion of 
grains. As the wintcr-f/afon was far advanced, Vefpaftan 
continued Tome month.‘> TikAlexandric^^ waiting a fafe palFage 
from the gentle weather rJ.urning with the fummer. * 

Mucianus irean Miicmnus ariivcd at Rome^ according to 

^rifvh at yo^phus Ji, the day after he death of and in a ino- 

Kome. inent drew to him felt, as he had been invefled by Vefpafian 
His cha- with an uncontroulcd power, the whole fway. Licinius Mu- 
racier- cianus was, accordirjg to the character which Tacitus has 
drawn of him, a man remaikable for a ftrangc ctTinbi nation of 
good and had qualities ; luxury and vigilance, haughtinefs and 
complaii'jnce ; when unemployed, excefliveJy voluptuous ; of 
infinite abilities and a6t:vity, when bufinefs required them. 
Hence his equal (hare of praife and icproach; as ? public 
miniikr, adtiiircd 5 as a private voluptuary, condemned. He 
was a great mafkr in the feverai arts of engaging, an able 
orator, well verfed in civil affairs, prompt in forefecing events, 
dextrous ai concerting fchemes, mighty in credit with thofe 
who were above him, under him, or in equal authority with 
him ; in ihort, fuch a nranfio could eafiher create an empe- 
Hc bears uir, th:in be one. Vefpajhwy as he was chiefly indebted to 
univerfal him for the empire, ^on his dcpariure for Italy ^ inveffed him 
Kvay. vv^ith an unlimited po^er, and is even faid to have tiufted him 
with his flgnct, as if he had been his partner in the fovercignty. 
Hence, upon his arrival at Rome^ he was by all looked upon 
and revered, rather as the emperor's collegue, than as a fub- 
orciinate ininifler. Q^iitc funk was the power of Antonins 
Primus^ Ar'rius Icarus, whom Fefpajian had already ap-’ 
pointed captain of the praetorian guards. As could 
not ^j 1 diflemblc his animofity towards them, the city imme- 
diatel>\jirned her back upon her late favourites, and devoted 
herfelf t^hc new minion. To him alone court tyas paid, 
to him a^l\ddrefrcs were made : neither was he wanting to 
Ihs own graWd^vu. j for he never appeared in public but en- 
compaffed with guards, and attended with an equipage be- 

^ Tacit, hill. 1 . iv. c. 51. Joseph. bel.Jud. 1 . iv. c. 52. B Dio, 
Val, p. 702. Tacit, ibid. Joseph, bell. Jud. 1, iv.c. 42. 

coming 
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Coming a fovereign. He foi**pre indeed the name, but per- 
formed all the funftions, of fovereignty. Soon after his arri»- 
val, he caufed Afiaticus^ the late emperor’s freedman, to atone 
for his late wicked fway, by fuHering the death of a flave. 

His doom was by every one expected, and even wiflicd for ; 
but the death of Calpurnvui Galerianus occafioned a mighty 
^ft(f general dread in the city. He was the fon of Cains Pifo^ 
who, in the reign of Nero^ had afpired to the foveieignty ; 
bift htd himfeif no ftiare in that confpiracy, nor had ever 
offered to difturb the ftate. However, as he was* of an iJlu- He cr.ufes 
ftrious family, of a graceful perfo^ and greatly beloved by Calpur- 
the people, he was, by order of Mitianus^ committed to the nits Gale- 
-«ftody of a band of foliicrs, fena forty miles from 
and tliere put to death by having hisVeins opened murdered. 

While Ahuianus was thus ruJii^ with abfolute fway in 
Rome^ the Batavians were carrying on the war againft the 
Romans with flupendous fuccefs in Lower Germany, Of that 
war we (hall here, as in its proper place (for it was happily 
concluded th’rt year, the firll of Ve/paftan'^ iQ\gn)^ biicfly re- 
count tfie caufes and events. 'The Batavians y originally the 
fame people with the Cattansy who dwelt beyond the Rhincy 
being driven ihcncc by a domeffic infurrc^ion, fettled at the 
cxtreme'^iordcrs of Gauly in an ifland formed by the mouths 
of the and the ocean (C). I'hcy wrre not fubicits, 
but allies, of Romans y being obliged to ailift them y p/* 

with troops conirnaiiJid by men of the liifl rank 
them. They had at this time eight cc'horts, men thoru>'g:dy 
exercifed in the wars of Germany and Britain. I'hefe liicU 
lius had gained over to his party, ^nd a great fnarc they had in 
the viifkory at Bedriacum \ holy proving alter waul, retraciory 
and ungovernable, the emperor thought it Jlcivifeable to remand 
them back to their own country, jfulids Panh/s andC/andius 
Civilisy both men of royal defeent, greatly furpaflai the rtft 
in credit and quality. The former was fl.iin bv Fonicius Ca~ 
pitOy who lalfly charged him with rchdliun. The litter v/as 
put in irons, and fent to Nero ; but by Gcilha declared inno- 
cent, and fet at liberty. Under he v/as agam in dan- 

ger of his life, being charged with treaf .n ; and iicncc hij 
hatred to the Romans y which piompted Jiiin tu arm iiis coun- 
trymen ag.iiiift them. However, as he wa> a man t/d great 
addrefs, left the Romans Ihouli look upon him as a p >t>hc enc- 

* Tacit, hill. 1 . iv. c. 1 1. Joseph, bel. Ju«k 1 . v. c. 42. 

(C) According to this deferi- try of Utrecht, and the ifland of 
ption, the Batavians poflefTed .^^/izavin the dukedom of - 

South Holland y part of the coun- land. 

my. 
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Civilis is 
joined hy 
the Ca- 
ninefates 
and Fri- 
iians. 


Puts the 
Romans 
to Jiight. 


The Roman ^ftery. B. 1II< 

my, if he once appeared to ha^ revolted from them, in the 
beginning of the war between Vitellius and Vefpajian^ he pre- 
tended an attachment to the latter/ and was, by letters from 
Antonins Primus^ (jrdered to ftop, and drive back, the forces 
fumtnoned to fuccour Vitellius, Chilis, therefore, determined 
to revolt, but concealing, for the prefent, his main dfifr, 
contented himfelf with diverting the Batavian youth froill 
lifting thcmfelves purfuant to the orders of Vitellius, ^ Soon 
after, pretonding only to celebrate a banquet, he aftembled 
the chiefs of the nation, the moft daring among the popu- 
lace, in a facred grove, vpere, when they had caroufed till far 
in the night, and were wlrm and Md, he acquainted them 
with his real defign, difp|4yed the praifes and renown of th^f 
nation, enumerated the ;nfults they h%d fufFered, the oppref- 
fion they groaned undei', and all the miferies attending a 
ftate of fervitude. As he was heard with great applaufe, he 
bound them all, with many barbarous ceremonies, in a com- 
bination. 

He then difpatched meflengers to the Caninejates, who in- 
habited part of the iftand, to engage them in the fame caufc 
and aftbeiation. The Caninefates fell readily into his mea- 
fures; and, choofingifor their leader one Brinno, fajpous for 
brutal bravery, took the field ; and, being joined by the Fri- 
ftans, a people beyond the Rhine, forced the winter-encamp- 
ment of two cohorts, burnt down all the ftrong-holds in the 
iftand, and maftacred all the Roman vidlualers and traders, 
whom thc 7 found confidently rambling about, as in time of 
peace. Hereupon Chilis, milling ofF the mafk, and openly 
joining the Caninefates ^inAFrifians, marched to attack the 
Romans, who, under the condudt of Aquilius, had retired to 
the upper part of iftand. The conflift was fcarce begun, 
when a band of Tungrions, who ferved under the Romans, 
went over to the enemy. At the fame time the Roman fleet, 
confifting of twenty-four velFels, the rowers being for the moft 
part natives of Batavia, rowed away dired^ly to the enemy’s 
fhore. By this means the Roman forces were eafily defeat^, 
put to flight, and inhumanly butchered, both by the enemy, 
and their own companions. Upon the news of this vidfory, 
the G-mans immediately difpatched embafl'adors to Chilis, 
with o&rs of fuccours. On the other hand, Hordeonius 
/7afa/j,\ho commanded the army in Upper Germany, ordered 
Mem?mtisy^percus to march out forthwith againft the enemy 
with two legions, all the cavalry of the Uhians and Treverians^ 
and a fquadron of Batavian horfe, men long fince corrupted 
in their fidelity to the Romans, but feigning a great zeal for 
their caufe, purpofcly to betray them in the very heat of the 
fight. Accordingly, the two armies having joined battle, the 
7 Batavian 
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Batavian cavalryy deferting the legions while they were fight- 
ing with great braveryt fled over to Ctvilis ; then inftantly, 
like enemies, turned upon the B^mans. Yet the legionaries, 
though prefled on all fldes, fliil kept their ranks, and fli>od 
their ground, till the auxiliary Vhians and Trevnians betook 
*tfienirelvcs to a icandalous flight, difperflng all over thu Adds. 

Againft them the Batavians bent their fury and piirfuit ; which 
the legions an opportunity of retiring with fafety to the 
old camp, which, as we have obferved in the feign of Tibe- 
riusy is placed by moft geograplWrs near the prefent city of 
Star.Un in the duchy of CIcves. y 

About the fame tifrie the eiglt Batavian cohorts, which. Eight 
in obedience to the orders of Fitlvius^ were upon their inarch tavian <«* 
to Romey being informed of the j^volt of their countrymen, horis gs 
and the advantages by them already gained, returned, 
took their route towards Lower Germany y there to joinC/i;/7/,r. Civilis. 
Hermnius GalluSy who then governed Bo7inay now Bonn^ at- 
tempted t(f oppofe the pafl'age of the Batavians y at the head 
of three thoufand legionaries, and fome cohorts haflily raifed ; 
but was by them defeated with great flaughter. The conquer- 
ors, avoiding Cologne y purfued their march, without commit- 
ting ally hoftilitics, and joined 6Vzi/7;V/who, now feeing himfjif 
at the head of a regular army, but flill dreading the formida- 
ble power of the RomanSy obliged all who were with him to 
fwear allegiance to Vefpajiany and difpatched embafladors to 
the two legions in the old camp, requiring them to take the 
fame oath. The aiifwcr they, leturncd, w^js. That they 
would not follow the counfcls* of a known traitor, nor tho(e 
of a public enemy ; and that a Batavian fugitive mufl not in- 
terfere in the aflars of the Roman itat/i, but prepare to meet 
the doom due to his enoimous ciimcs. Civilisy highly pio- Civilis ht- 
voked at this anfwer, roulcd to arms the w hole Batavian iia- Jiegeithe 
tion ; and, being joined by the Bruclerans and TenSltran\^’^ 
attacked the camp with a nutnberlefs multitude, and a fury 
hardly to be cxprclTcd, But the Romansy though fcaicc five 
thoufand men, made fo vigorous a defence, that Civilisy dc- 
fpairing of fuccefs by the method of force and florming, 
changed his mcafures, and blockecf*them up on «11 fidcs, net 
doubting but they would be foon con ft rained by famine to ca- 
pitulate. In the mean time Hordeonius FlaccnSy I'jJiderftanding 
that the camp was bcfiegcd, immediately difpifitt^ed Dillius 
Voculuy commander of the eighteenth legijn, and Htminius 
GalluSy with powerful fuccours, to the relief of the tw’o le- 
gions. But, while thefe two commanders were ftill en- 
camped at Gelduba upon the Rhiney now Gelnuby a fmall vil- 
lage near Ordingeriy in the territory of Cohguey news were 
brought them ot the defeat of Vucilius at Cremona ^ where- 
upon 
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Upon the officers immediately declared for Vefpajtan^ forced 
the foldiers to fwear allegiance to him^ and fent Alpinus Mon-- 
tanus to acquaint Chilis with the vi&ory, and dclire him to 
lay down his arms, and difband his troops^ if with them he 
meant to afnit Vefpafian^ fince they all had already acknow-* 
Icgcd him emperor. 

i^UT Chilis had fomething elfe in view ; and therefore* 
openly declared, that he would never fheath his fword, till 
he had redeemed both hi-j own country and Gaul from tKb tjf- 
rannical yoke of the Romans ; and that inllant difpatched 
againlt Vocula the veteran Ajohorts, and the flov/er of his Ger- 
man forces, under the c4rTimand of Julius Maximus^ and 
Defeat i Claudius Vidor ^ hufband \y his fifteri Thefe, coming upofT^ 

Vocula, \he Romans quite unprepar^jd, put themjo flight, and made a 
^^^Roman dj-ea^fyi havock of them. , But in the mean time {omc Ga/con 
com^nd- lately raifed by Galla^ arriving at Gelduba^ fell upon 

f dh enemy in tlie rear, whilfl: carneftly purfuing the defeat ; 
/i^Gaf ^ difinay, and infpired the Romans with frefti 

cones courage ; fo that they returned to the charge, and, with the 
afliftance of their allies, put the enemy in their turn to flight, 
and gave them a total overthrow. All the braveft men of the 
Batavian infantry werp cut off j but iheir horfe efcaped with 
the Roman ffandards ahd prifoners taken in the beginning of 
the encounter. Vocula^ encouraged with this fuccefs, marched 
againft the enemy befieging the old camp, and, after a moft 
bloody conflict, forced them to abandon the enterprize. In 
the heat of the engagement. Chilis^ being thrown by the fill 
of his horfe, was ihioughout both armies believed to have been 
dangeroufly wounded, or -flainr. and to this report chiefly was 
owing the vidtory gained by the Romans, Vocula^ inffcad of 
purfuing the enemy w^ien broken, and in diforder, applied him- 
felf to fortify the old camp ; and, having ftrengthened it with 
fome new works, returned to Gelduba^ and thence proceeded 
to Novpfiumy now Nuys^ where Hordconius Flaccus lay en- 
camped with part of tlie army. 

Bu T Vocula was fcarce gone, when Chilis again laid fiege 
to the old camp ; and, advancing with a ftrong detachment to 
Gelduba, made him felf n. ifterof that place; but was put to 
Tlie Ro- flight by the Roman cavalry near Novc/mtu, But in the mean 
man fiU time th^ijbldiers began to mutiny, and claim prefent payment 
diers mu- of their dcjfiiative ; for they had learnt, that the money was 
tiny, already fent^^ithcr by Vitellius, Hordconius immediately com- 
plied with their d^-mand ; but diftributed the money in the 
name of Vefpafian, The foldiers no fooncr received it, than 
they abandoned themfeivcs without controul to debauchery 
and good chcar, to nocturnal rcvelings and cabals j and, when 
intoxicated with wine, renewed their antient fury and rage 
3 againft 
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againft Hordeonius^ v^h(|i^s by *them fufpedcd of favouring 
Civilis^ becaufe, from amind well difpofed towards Fefpafiany 
he had not oppofed h?s mft attempts. As none of the general Murder 
officers dared to check or reprimand them, in the height of Hordeo- 
their rage, they violently burft into the bedchamber of their 
general, dragged him out, and then butchered him. Vocula 
wpuld have undergone the fame fate, had lie not made his efcape 
•in the difguife of a flave. They then reftored the images of 
VitelliuSy tore thofe of Vefpafian^ and committed, during that 
fliglft, innumerable diforders. But, their rage being appealed 
upon the return of the day, (kead and confcroulhcis took 
place. The firfl, the fouiteentflk and the eighteenth legions 
were eafily reclaimed hy Foe ula-y am led by him, after they had 
■^gain taken the oath to Vefpafiaity |.gainft CivilrSy who had laid 
ficge to Magontiacum^ now Before their airivai, the 

beiiegers were withdrawn ; but coming up with 

them, as they marched carclcfly, and appnfcd of no danger, 
fell upon them fword in hand, and made a dreadful havock of 
the difperfed and diforderly iimbitudc 

In the iiftjan time, the death of I'itelliusy the murder of 


HordecniuSy and the burning of the cap<tol, being divulged 
through Germahy and Gauly both thefe nations ruflicd into 
open hoftiiities agalnft the Rc?min pcopl^*. A inotly multitude 
of CatfanSy Vfipinrny MatiiacianSy and other German nations, 
joined Civilis, T he Gauls too, laying hold of the preferit Gauli 
opportunity, while the Romans were weakened and broken b) revolt. 
fuch fuccellive civil wars, combined to attempt the recovery of 
their antieiit liberty, being ftrongly moved by the burning of 
the capilol to believe, that the diliolulion of the empire was 
at hand. The city, they faiu,''had of old been tdkcii by the 
Gauls but, the inanllon of Jupiter having ef^ap^d, the em- 
pire had tlience continued to fubfill. /J'fie druids, too, ani- 
mated them with vain oracles, that to nations beyond the Alps 
the empire of the world was portended. The chief fwav 
among the Gauls was boine at this time by Clajftcusy "Julius 
*Tutor^ and Julius ^abmus \ the two former /£.7/j, and 

the latter a native of Langres. Thefe three, having in pri- 
vate conferences founded the minds o-'* the reft, and engaged 
in their defigns fuch as they judged jtH'oper, came at length to 
a refolution of throwing off all difgOires, and openly declaiing 
againft Rome. The only hefitatioii which occurred, waj, how 
to difpofe of the Roman forces then in GauL Soijire were for 
maflacring them all, others for putting to the fwoj 1 ^>iily their 
commanders, fince the common herd, beroift oi their leaders, 
would be eafily enticed into the confedcrac 3 \ 'I'hc latter 


** Tacit. hiH. I. iv. c. 12—36. 


opinion 
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opinion prevail ed f and %hif was m fubftance^ of their firft 
confultation. The confpiracors Acjh difpatchra incendiaries 
into all the regions of Gaul^ to rou(^< them to war ; but li) 
the mean time feigned great obfcquic|;irncfs and refped); to ^ 0 - 
cula^ who was well apprifed of their dcfigns ; but thought 
proper, as he wanted force to thwart theni> to dilTemble in 
nis turn, and to purfue the fame artihccs which were purfued 
againft him. With this view he repaired to Cologne ; but 
Clajficus and Tutor^ who were both commanders of the 5r^-# 
ve)ian horfe, encamping by thcmfelves, and feparating the 
lirft time from the legions, he returned back, and, wift tlfb 
lepions alone, proceeded to ^Novefium^ a numerous body of 
Gatds having pitched in thr^Dpen fields about two miles from 
that place. L 

To the camp of the as hoftilitics were not yet bc^ 

gun on either fide, daily^reforled gre^^t numbers of Roman 
"The Ro- foldicrs ; and there, as the/ found tbemlelves furjounded with 
man/f- tenors on all fides, they agreed to purchafe their own fafciy 

gtons tnur- b/ committing an iniquity till then unknown among the Re^ 
der Vocu- mam ; which was, to fwear allegiance to the Ganlsy and pro- 
la, Mftd ynjCg either to murder, or dclivci up in chiins, fneir officci.s. 

y^cuk Vf, r^mot iinapprifcd of what pafl’ed in the camp of the 
Gauli y hiiXnt judging it beneath him to fly, aflcmhlcd the fol- 
^ dicry ; and, having in, vain attempted to divn t them f:om fo 
moiiHious an iniquity, he retired, with a Jefign tS pir t 
prefent period to his life; but, being icilranied by ins freed 
men and flaves, he was foon after murdered by Lon- 

gims^ «T deferter from the firft legion, fent by ClaJ/iar' for that 
purpofe. His lieutenants Heremiius and Nttmifius wci c only put 
in irons. Atu r this, ClaJJicus^ afluming the badges of a Roman 
magiftratc, entered the camp," and adminiftred the new oath 
to the legions there, every one fwtanng allegiance to the fo- 
vereignty and empire ^f the Gauls, Between an J Claf* 

Colon^nr *be charge of managing the war. I'he former 

^nd ether io Cnogne,^ and forced the inhabitants to take the 

as be did all the fold iers who lay farther up thq 
the fame J^k'ne, ClaJJtcus ftrove to gain over, by fair promifes, the two 
§ath. legions that were (liut up in the antient camp, and were ob* 
ligeJ, for want of pro ifions, after having confumed in food 
ihcir horfts, and other 'beafts of burden, to fupport them- 
felves by plucking (hrubs and plants, and picking the herbs 
which fprouted amongfl the Rones of the walls. But at length 
upon fo mV'h glory and patience they brought a foul Rain, by 
fending depV^ies to Chilis^ to beg their lives. Neither were 
their fupplicafioncxreccived, till they had fworn homage and 
fidelity to the Gauls. Then he granted them their lives ; but 
referved the plunder of ihc camp to hiiiifdf, appointing guards 

to 



to fccure the money, fla^, ^ncmaggage, and others to con- 
voy the Coldiers thus depaltiAg divefted of all. When they had 
marched about five milesi the Gtrmans rufhcd upon them out 
of an anibufh, and cumthe greater part of them in pieces. 

The remainder fled bacl to the camp ; which the Germans^ 
by throwing in flrebranas, fet on fire ; fo that fuch of the 
unhappy Romans^ as had furvived the late flaughter, were all 
to a man confumed by the flames. Civilis^ elated with the 
/iiccefs of his arms, foon reduced all the neighbouring cities, 
fome of them being willing to follow his fortune, and others 
aVed*by his power 

In the mean time Julius having pulled down and Julius Sa- 

brokcn the public tables containingkhe confederacy with Rome, binus de- 
caufed himfelf to be proclaimed C^/ar ; and, leading an hugcfeated. 
iToft of his countrymen the Lingoml, fuddenly invaded the ad- 
jacent ftatc of the Se^anians, whk continued faithful to the 
Romans ; but, being by them put ^ flight, in order to raife 
a report, that he had pcrifbed, he fet on fire the country- 
dwelling whither he had Aed, and by that means faved his 
life yet for nine years. By the viftory of the Scquanians, the 
fury of the ^ar in Gu?(i was ftayed. The feveral ftates began 
by degrees to recover cool nefs and judgment, the refl follow- 
ing the example of the people of Rheims^ who publifhed all 
over the provinces of Gaul an invitation for afi'embling their 
feveral fleputics, to confult which conduced moft to tlie good 
of the v^hole, war or peace. The aflembly was held at Rheims, 
where Tullius Valentinus, one of the embalTadors of the 
•verians, with great vehemence promoted the war ; but was 
op|X)fcd by Julius Jufpex, one of the chiefs in the ilate of 
Rheims, who difplayed at large the power of the Romans, 
and the blcflings of peace. I'fcey ill extolled the courage and 
refolution of Valentinus, but followed the counfcl of Aufpex, 
moft of them being deterred from purfuing a general confe- 
deracy by the mutual jealoufy and competition of the feveral 
provinces. It was afked, Where muft be the head of the war ? 
whither muft they recur for fupreme authority ? and, {hould 
all their purfuits profper, what place would they choofc for 
the feat of empire ? Some boiftcd their alliances, fome their 
wealth and forces, others their antiquii ; and, from all thefe, 
each claimed fuperior prerogative and rule. At length, after 716^ Gauls 
long and warm debates, they agreed to acqulefcc in their pre- refolve 
fent condition. To the Treverians letters were upon peace. 

difpatched in the name of the ftates of Gaul, advifing them 
to lay down their arms while their pardon was yet %o be pro- 
cured, and their friends were ready to inte«:cdc for them, if 

* Tacit, hill. 1. iv. c. 67 . Joseth. bcl!. Jud. 1. \ii, c. ii. 

they 



they Ibtewed remorfe. a better fpeaker'thuii^ 

commander, oppofed this counfel, »d (but the ears of 
nation againft it. What chiefly difplfed the Gauls to peace,, 
was, the news they received, thatpn army was advancing 
full march againft them, confifling ct four legions from Italy ^ 
two from Spain^ and one from Britain^ under the condu£k of 
two fignal commanders, Annius Gallus and JPetilius Cer^alis^ 
whum Mucianus had difpatcbcd from Rome^ to put a flop* tt[ 
the iurther conquefts of Chilis and *ClaJJicus. Sextilius Felix 
arrived biT)re them, having, at the head of fome aumliafy 
cohorts, foited a paffage th^t^'tjgh Rhectia, To him joined 
themfelves the twenty- flrfL^egion, and the fquadron of horfe 
farnemed The Singular, ftommanded by 'Julius Briganti^ 
cusy nephew to Chilis, at hated his unde, and hating 
him. J 

ThcTrc- With thefe forces //a* attacked Lnd routed the Treve^ 
verians ; rians commanded by Tutor near Bingium, now Bingen ; and 
routed by jn a few days obliged thoTribocians, the Vaugiones^ the Cfr- 
Sextilius cations, and the Nemetians, to defert their countrymen, and 
Felix ; return to the Remans. After he had thus made hi»nfelf mailer 
of the countries bordering on the Rhine, from Mentz to the 
prefent city of Bajle, the legions, who had revolted to the 
Gauls, renewed of their own accord the oath of allegiance 
to Vcfpaftan ; and, fiaving Treves, where they wetC then 
quartered, retired to Mets,, a city confederate with the Ro^ 
mans. In the mean time Petilius Cerealis arriving at Magon- 
iiacum, and being informed there, that Valentinus was polled 
at Rigodiilum, now Rigol, with a numerous band of Treve^ 
rians, he drew into one body whatever foldicrs he found at 
Magontiacum, with the forces he had brought over the Alps ; 
and, having reached Rigodulum in three marches, attacked 
the enemy’s intrenclmcnts, tho* inclofed by the mountains, 
and the river Mofellel’' zxi^ flrcngtliencd with deep trenches,, 
and barricades of huge Hones. 'I'he Treverians fought for 
andbyQt- f^*ne time with great refolution 5 but were, in the end, forced 
jealjs,7i;/^^ to abandon their camp, and fave themfclves by flight over 
fakes Va- the mountains. The Romans purfued them, and, in the 
Icjjtinus purfuit, took many perfons of great diflin6lion ; and amongH 
tpcirgene- them Talentinus their gen'^ral. The next day Cerealis, etiteied 
Treves ; which city the f^diers were palHonate for rafing, as 
the birth-place of ClaJJicus and Tutor j but Cerealis, dreading 
to inure his foldicrs to licentioufnefs and cruelty, checked 
their rage ; for, fincc the civil wars had ceafed, the foldiery 
The return were more trai^ab'e in fueb as were foreign. Their attention 
of the Ic- was llkewlfe diverted by another objedl, the arrival of the 
gtons^ Icfiiions, winch had fworn allegiance to the empire of the 
fwhicbhad (dauh. They Hppeared fad and dejedted, keeping their eyes 

immove- 



«Bd aflunne them, tba?, 
femember tneir pafi offen 


^gVQiitid» and imploring 
uil Cgrtahs comforted 
J the inevitable operations of fate, «*pirr 
either be nor the emperor would ^ 

. w..wiiY*,s, At the fame tithe he caufed an ^^**®** 

order to be publilhed throtoout the camp, that no onelhould, 

Wpon any difpute, reproaejT his fellow-foldier with mutiny or 
otftfttion ^ ^ 

In the mean time, Ctvdts^ Tutor ^ and Cla/Jicusy hiving Ro- 
ir#m <amerent quarters affcXbled all their forces, attacked 
unexpectedly the intrenchmedli^f the legions now at 
vey gates of TreveSy forced theSkput the cavahy to flight,**'"''/*^; 
ana feized the bridge of communi\tion over the MofelU 
rbc midft of the city. News of twfe general rout and havock 
being brought to CerealtSy while yeiin his chamber, nay, in 
nis bed (for he pafled not the night In the camp), he Parted 
up, and, undaunted by all this confuhon and diftrefs, ftrove TAr gal- 
With his own hand to ffop the fugitives , animated them, tho^ lant con^ ^ 
void ot armour, with his own example j and, heading fuch 
as were reir. 4 irkably brave, recovered the bridge, and fe- Cftrcalis. 
cured It by a guard of armed men 1 hen, battening to the 
camp, and there rallying the difperfed legions, he not only 
drove out the enemy, but the fame day/orced then mtiench-r 
nients, at^d recovered the city of Cologne y where he found the 
wife and fitter of CivtltSy with the fon ot Clajjicm " CivtltSy 
having after this unhappy fight reciuited his forces with incic* 
dible expedition, potted himfelf in the old camp, where he 
was attacked by CerealtSy reinfoicetl by the 'icccffion of three 
lemons. But, as the heldo round about were naturally marfh}, 

^d Ctvths had by a great dam* divtitcd the courfe of the 
I^mfy which thence flooded all the neighbouring grounds, 

Romans were eafily repulfed, and their cavalry put to 
flight, by feme German fquidrons fallying out againtt them. 

By the ilkie of this encounter, both the leaders were 
prompted, tho' from differeot motives, to put the whole to 
the ifiue of a gencial battlf* , C tvtlts cao;er to purfue hib good 
fortune, Cenaln to cancel his difhonour. Accoidingly the 
next dav both armies appeared eaily in the fijd, and engaged 
with equal fury and refolution Aftei the confl t\ had laltcd Civihs r#- 
many hours, the Germans weie in the end put to flight , and eei*ves a 
the war had been fin ifhed thit day, had not the conquerors 
been prevented, by night approaching, and a hidden ttorm, /Ar«w 
from purfuing the flying foe After this overthrg[Si4«Crtu/7r 
withdrew to the ifland of the Batavians ^lojjleusy Tutor y 

® Taoit hift I. IV c 71—77. " Idem ibid c 75. 
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and in' hundred and thirteen fenattf* 9( thixit* cra^M 
Rhm to raile new forca j wheteidtbey wc;rca$teiided tdih 
fucb fuccefSi that fooa after theijr rhuried with' vaft mtk 
tttude, and at the fame time made I fourfold aflault upon tiip 
Hff/nan forces polled at Avenacutn^ yada^ Grinnes^ and 
vodurt^m^ now Arnhem^ Wagtningtiy Rbeneni and Diat^tdco 
They were every- where repulfed bWith great flaugbter, lud 
Hi fkr- forced to call themfelves precipiu ely into the river. Not- 
pryiss the witliflanding this difappointmenti aha defeat, Civilis^ a feAr 
Romans after, entered in the dead ri the night the camp Qi^ • 
intbtir fealis^ u port the bank of made a dreadful havock 

i Qf tiie Roman foldiers, ^iile, apprifed of no danger, they 
were repofing in their twts, and carried off a great number 
of captives. The geneifl, half-awake, and almoft nak^d^ ^ 
efcaped through a miflakvof the enemy ; for they had carried 
off the admiral’s (hip, /iflinguilhcd oy its dag, from a be- 
lief, that Cerealis was in it. But he had paffed that night 
elfewhere, as many believed, in the embraces of Claudia 
Sacrata^ a native oi Cologm, The centinels borrowed an ex- 
cufe for their negligence from the di(honour of&thcir genera], 
alleging, that they were injoined to keep filence for fear of 
interrupting his repofe ; fo that, as fpeaking was reftrained, 
they had dropped alleep. 

huthoh^ But, notwithAadding this advantage, CivUis in the 
liged^ in end obliged even to abandon his own ifland, and retire beyond 
tbf €Hd^ to the Rhine, Cereahs committed dreadful ravages all over the 
mbandon ifland of the Batavians ; but, through a policy ufual to gene- 
rals, left all the lands and dwellings of Civihs untouched, 
tempting at the fame time the Batavians with an offer of 
the Ro^ Civi/is with a p.;omife of pardon, which he re- 
mans * f<>^V€d to accept, finding his countrymen tired of the war, 

and inclined to prevent the dcfolation and rum of the whole 
nation, by devoting^ him to puni(hment. Having therefore 
defired a conference, the bridge upon the river IVahal was 
broken down in the middle ; and the two generals, Aepping 
forwards on each fide, Aood upon the oppofite extremities, 
The iflue of this conference was, as we learn from Jofephus^ 
the reft of Tacitus^ hiftory being loft, an intire fubmifiion 
on one fide, and an unreferved pardon on the o^er. The 
Batavians remained in the fame condition they were in before 
the war broke out, that is, exempt from all manner of tri- 
butes, and only ooliged to (upply the Romans with troops 
when rr'Huirtd ; a condition this, bordering uyon liberty 
Vefpafian During th-.-fe tranfaiftions in Germany^ Vefpaftan and 
and Titus Titus commenced confuh, the former the (bcond time, and 
eottfuU, 


Joseph. beU. Jud. 1, ii. c. ii» 


both 



Tite fi^MM^i^icherefore rffett^Ied on thd ^Irft 
#f y^ary by Julius f)rwWnits^ dty-pwfctort when they de- 
cretd; that public thanks ^]d be returned to the general 
officers^ So the aroiids, an to the confederate kings, for 
having efpoufed with fo nfeh zeal the caufe of Vefpafuin. 

F rom Tirtius Julianus the# took away the praetorihip, for 
having forfaken his legion, when it was abou** to declare for 
Vefphjian^ and transferred dignity to Plottus Griphus. 

Upon Hsrmuiy Vefpajian\ fl^dnian, they conferred the 
dl]ue#na* dignity. Soon refigned, ^foi what 

motive, wc arc no-Whcrc told, ; which was aHumed Domitlan 

by DomtUan^ whofe name was pn\xtd to all letters and frator^ 
cdi61:8 5 but the whole fway remained in Muemms The 
ng prince, however, boldly exerted many ads ol powti, at 
the inliigation of his intubates, or bis c^n wanton will •* (D). 

But Antonivs Pnmus and Arrtus Va^s give Muaanus far 
greater umbrage they weie both renowned for their late 
famous exploits in war, in greit credit with the foldiery, and 
beloved by the populace. Antomus w^s befldcs reported to 
have fclicited Schbonianus Ct/ijfus^ the brother of Ptfo^ whom 
Galba had adopted, to aflume the fovercignty. Muctanus 
therefore, feeing he could not openly crufh Primus^ pretended 
a great friendfhip and value for him, heaped publicly mighty 
praifes upon* him in the fenate, made him great prjmifes in 
private, put him in hopes of the government of Hither Sfain^ 
void by the departure of Cluvtus Rufus^ &:c. Having thus 
intirely gamed him, he dirmifled the feventh Itgion, which 
was inviolably attached to him, to their winter-quaiters, at 
a great diliance fiom Rome , and at the fame time fent tl c 
third legion back into Syrta^ and The rtft of the forces into 
Germany^ to feive thp*’e under Certalis, Having by \\\\s anquiU 
means quite broken the power c Primus^ and difbutdened Itty re 
the city of thofe who were apt to rufi tumults and difoider,/^cr</ to 
Rome returned to herfuivcr tranquility, tha laws rt fumed 
their force, and the ma'»ill*rites the r wonted fundlions s 

DomiTIan, appearing now for the firft time in the hrratc, Domitian 
fpoke in few worn \ and with great modefty, of the ablencc goes the 
of his fathdr, aiu that of his biothcr, and alfo cbncaiung/^/i* ttme 
hip own youth and infuffiuenc^. Then he propofed, to the fe- 

nate* 

' Tacit hik 1 iv c 39. ^ Idem, 1 v c 11. 


(D) Nay, Suetonius tells us, 
that, in one day, he uifpofed of 
above twenty offices in the city 
and provinces . and adds, that 
he was on tliac account gently 


rebuked by the emp6SM*f 
in a letter to bl& fon, returned 
him thinks for not having dd- 
placed him too, and lent one to 
fucceed him, 
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rII the honoujtt, irhich had 4 >^ beftmed on QkUta^ but 
afteiwards abrogated by Othoy Iwuld be reftored. Curtius 
Mantanus moved, that fome pu^ honour (hould be lifcewiic 
paid to the memory of Plfi, l^he iathers ordained both ; 
but of what regarded Pife^ ncnhing was executed. In the 
next place were drawn by lotl^commiffioners, who were to 
caufe rellitution to be ma^e H whatever had been ufurped 
by violence during the war^p^d to reflrain the puBlic^ ex- 
pences. To Tertlus Julianu 9 -\ as foon as it was known*that 
he had fled to Vefpajtan^ office of praetor was^veftered^i 
but Griphus ftill rctaine^w eniigns of that dignity. Before 
she aflembly broke up^ne of the fenators, by name Junius 
Mauricusy made fuit po Domitiany that he would impart to 
the fenate the regiften. of the emperors, that they might 
thence difeover who I^d folicited to be admitted accufers, and 
againft whom. But young priiibe judicioufly replied, that^ 
in an affair of this fort, the fentiments of the emperor muft 
I c fit ft learnt. However, P, Egnatius Celery the accufer of 
Muciinus celebrated Soranus Bareoy was condemned j but Mucia- 
fheah in haranguing in behalf of the infoimers, and exhorting the 
behalf of fathers to obliterate the impreffions of all refentment, and 
the accu‘ grievances arifmg from the ncceftity of the late 

times, all further nrqfccutions were dropped ». 

This year Mucianus ordered the fun of yiuMius to be put 
to death, pretending, that civil difeord would never ceafe, 
Antoniiis unlefs the feeds of war were utterly extinguifhed. He treated 
Primus Antonius Primus with fuch haughtinefs, that he forced him 
repairs to to retire from Romey and recur to Vcfpafiatty by whom he 
ycfpafian- was received without any great maiks of friendfnip or disfa- 
vour, the emperor’s mind being under a confli£f, on one fide 
fwayed by the gi eat fcrvices of that commander, by whofe 
€ondu6b the war was accomplilhed, on the other by letters 
from Mucianus. 'I'he otli*^ courtiers at the fame time com- 
bined to difgrace him, charging him with arrogance, over- 
bearing and heightening the charge with the enormities of 
his former life. Neither failed he to raife to himfelf new 
enemies by his haughty carriage j for, with exceffive often- 
tation, he uftd to tecount his own exploits and ^eferts, treat- 
ing the other commanders with the utmeft contempt, efpe- 
cially Cacina, w’hom he ufed to revile as a captive, and a 
man of no fpirit, who had tamely fubmitted. Hence, by 
degices, he funk in his charadler ; but, from the emperor, 
ri'tab-^d to the laft fome appearance of favour. Of him we 
find no furthifr mention made by the antient writers. Mu- 
iianus likewife dilplaced Arrius Varusy commander of the 

^ Tacit, hifi. I. iv. c.40— 44. 
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mseonan guards } $nd^ » make him (bme amends for the 
lofi of this emptoymeni^beftowed upon him another, that 
of iupplying the city witi grain, which had been formerly 
diicharg^ by perfons of tie firft quality. To foften Domi^ 
tian^ who had a great ]di||ncls for Farus, he beftowed the 
command of the guards Km Arretmus Clemens^ who was 
ndarly allied to the houfe ei'^ejpajian^ and very dear to Do- 
•mUian»^ The father of Arr^^us had difcharged the fame 
truft with great credit under ^Higula^ whence hi^name was 
welhpleadng to the foldiery. *1 n^uards had been hitherto 
commanded by a Roman knight ; b u Arretinus was, as 7a- 
citJis informs us, by rank ^ fenator 

Vespasian, in the mean time, continued at Alexandria^ Vefpafian 
and is faid to have wroeght fome miUcles there (£). From nvorks 

I AUx’ fime mira- 

cles. 


« Tacit, hift. 1. iv. c, 68. 


(F) A blind man, commonly 
known at Alexandria^ proftracing 
himfelf at his feet, implored a 
cure for his want of fight, telling 
the emperor, that he had been 
warned by the god Seraph to re- 
cur to him, and befeech him, 
that, with his fpictlc, he would 
condefeend to wafh his cheeks, 
and the balls of his eyes. An- 
other, lame in his hand, by the 
dire£lion of the fame god, prayed 
him to tread upon ic. refpafian 
at hi ft derided them ; but, as they 
continued to importune him, he 
began to waver, ftaiing on one 
fide the imputation of vanity, 
and on the other draw n into hopes 
through the intreaties of the fup- 
pliants, and the arguments of 
flatterers. At length, conlidering 
himfelf as an inftrumcnc chofen 
by the gods to accomplifli the 
cure, he undertook the talk with 
a cheerful countenance before a 
vaft multitude, intent upon the 
ifliae. Inftancly the lame hand 
recovered full ftrengtb, and upon 
the eyes of the blind light broke 


in. Tacitus aflures us, that, even 
in his time, both thefe events 
continued to be recounted and 
averred bv thofe who liad been 
eye-witnelTes of them, and could 
reap no advantage from cheir 
flattery, yejpafitm was hence 
feized with an eager dcfire of 
vjflting the reiidence of the deity, 
in order to coniulc him about the 
%te and fortune of the empire. 
He therefore commanded all to 
retiie from the temple, and then 
enteied himfelf. While he was 
there, he fuddenly perceived one 
of the grandees of i^gypt, named 
Bafihdes, ftanding by him, tho* 
he knew him to be then at a 
great diilance from Alexandtia, 
and confined by ficknefs. How- 
ever, he examined the pnefts, 
whether Bajihdes had that day 
entered the temple ; afked fuch 
as he met, whether he had been 
feen in the city j then horle- 
inen, purpolel^ difjMAtned, he 
fully learnt, that Bafilid.s was at 
that inftant eighty miles from 
thence (4}. St. Aujhn, wichout 


(4) Tacit, !}vf, f. Ji. Dia, /. Ixvi. p, 748. Smt, tn r^^p. c. 7. 

C 3 quellian>. 



ts 

Arr%*uts 
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Hwo rr- 
eeiwd at 
Rome. 


RomaO'^eO'* ^ 

Alexandria he railed for Italy ; andS having vififfd in bismil^ 
age the ifland of Rhodes^ and fcwnyul cities of Afia 
hnded, according to JdephuSj onKthe fouth fide of tiie pro* 
moiltory of lapygia or Otranto, jLt Brundufium he was mt^ 
by Mucianus^ and a great nun m r of fenators, and Rtmetk 
knights ; and at Beneventum by^s Ton Domitian, On Jiia 
route to Rome^ he was received where wdth loud fiioUts 
of joy, with applaufes and acy ^mations ; for every one gn- i 
teriained :v mighty opinion pi ins virtues, and look^ upon 
him as one fent by the god<^ redore the empire to its former 
luftre and tranquillity. Ms he drew near the city, the faf 
greater part of the inhabttanrs flocked nut to weliome hipri^ 
and conduct him in a Lnd of triumph to the capicol, the 
firects through which hft palled being ftrewed with flowers, 
and the whole city, like! a temple, filled with precious odouis 
and perfumes. Altars were cvery-wliere ralfcd, and vidlims 
(lain, with fupplications to the gods, that Vefpafian might 
rule the empire many years, and his fon Tiim after him ; 
that the fovereignty might for ever remain in his familj', and 
Rjame flourifh under them ^ 

Great things weic cxpefled of Vefpajlan by all ranks of 
men, and no one wLs difappointed in his expe£latictfi : for he 
made it his whole builnefs to ic^cflabiifla the commonwealth, 
and rcflore the empire to its former grandeur ; to conform to 
the laws, and fee that all others conformed ’to them ; to 
confult the good of the whole, and of particulars \ to pre- 
vent oppreffion, and to piiiiifli it ; to promote virtue, and 
reward it ; to enforce tlic of^fervance of the laws by his ex- 
ample, as well as by his judgments ; and to meiit the af- 

* Joseph, bell. Jud. 1. vii. c. 20 . 

qucllioning the truth of thefe preflure. Hence St. Auptn con- 
fadls, attcllcd by fevcral writers eludes, that fuch cures were not 
of great authority, obferves, that above the power of men, and 
Vtjpafmn, according to ^acitus'% much lefs above that of the evjl 
account, ordered the ph}rician5 fpirits, endowed with a foperfor 
to examine fiiA, whether fuch knovvlege, and on this occafion 
lamencfs and b’lndnefs were cura- e^crting ir, to cclipfc, if poffibit, 
ble by human aid j who reported, the miracles wrought by theapo- 
that, in the one, the power of flies, and their d.feiples (5). As 
light waS'®^! wholly extinft, but for the vifion in the temple, it 
would return, wei^s the obilacles might well have been the efTefl 
removed ; and, in the other, the of a warm and flrong imagiim- 
joints were only diftorteJ, and tion. 
might be reflored with regular 


(0 5. Avg, avit. Dei, /. x, r. 1 ^. 
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md fidelkj qSt ^ people, by his faithful care of 
tbemk Dis firft cafe was J to reviVe the antient difcipline in Rtvhoei 
^ army ; for the foldidv had abandoned themfelves to all thtanttna 
aianner of licentioufiie/s, Ind committed innumerable difor- difiipim. 
ds^s, not only in the colories, and municipal towns, but in 
itfelf. He therefore lifcharged great numbers of them, 
eljpecially of fuch as had undtif^iteUius^ and had been 
inured to rapine ana ^entioufnefs ; in the others he 
Wumfodtt the leail tranfgreilio\with the utmoft feverity, not 


^ army ; for the foldic 
manner of licentioulhe/s, 


^paring even thofe to whofe ;ur he owed the empire, nor 
omitting any opportunity of refonh'ng the antient difcipline ; 
of which Suetonius gives us the folkVing inftance : A young 
fioAleman, to whom he l%id given \ confiderable command, 
waiting upon him to give him thanks and fmelling fragrantly 
of rich oils and perfu&ies, the emlcror, with a voice ex- 
preiling his indignation, told him, tflat he had rather he had 
fmelt of gar lick \ and took away the commiilion, which he 
had given him a few days befoie. He was no Icfs fevere with 
the marines, *who were appointed to carry letters and di- 
fpatches from PuUoli and Oftia to Rome \ for, upon their 
petitipning him to have foine allowance, befidcs their ufual 
pay, for fooes, inftead of complying with their requeft, he 
ordered, mat for the fpture they flioulddifcharge their duty 
batefoot \ and caufed this ordinance to be immediately put in 
Qxecution 

He fcarce ever failed to aflift at the debates and delibera- kii$ con- 


tions of the fenate, without afluming to himfclf any autho- duS to- 
rity above the other fenators, whom he frequently exhorted the 
to fpeak their fentimcnts with •frceciom ; telling them, 
he had called them not blindly to approve what was his will 
and pleafuie, but to receive their counfel, to truft and to 
follow it. Having taken upon him, foon after his arrival at 
Rjorne^ the office of cenfor, he degraded fuch of the fenators 
and knights, as he found unwoithy of their dignities ; and 
fupplied their places with fuch perfons, either from the colo- 
nies or provinces, ab were recommended to him by men of 
known integrity. By this means he incrcafed the number of 
feuators to a thousand, which, by infinite maffacres, had 
been exhaufted, and rcdiutd to two hundred He Jikeuj/c 


ftriftly examined into all tlie courts of judicature, and there 
reformed innumerable abufes and grievancts, appointed new 
judges, and caufed the laws to be reduced and dj^^jjlfed into 
a far lefs ermpafs. He frequently adminifkcd juftice him- 
felf in the forum with great impartiality, and univcifal ap- 
plaufe. 


» Suit, c S. 


Idem, c. 9. Dio, 1. Ixvi. p. 666. 
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^ As Rom had loft much of its indor hy the late conflt* 
Iffioi thi gration, and many houfes lay fill! i ruins, he ordered the 
city. proprietors of the ground to rebuijB them in a limited time^ 
aibwing any one to take pofTeffioirof the ground, if the edi- 
fices Were not raifed within thav;term to a certain height. 
The Capitol he had ordered to be Kbuilt before he left 4hx^ 
andria^ and appointed Lucius K J!^nus^ a Roman knight, to 
direct and overfee the work, y *Jy him were afTembled {he 
foothfayersj who declared, m c the remains of the^former 
temple ftiould be remove^iefAo the marlhes ; that upon the 
lame foundations the ne one fhould be tailed ; and that to 
die temple nothing ne* except height, Ihould be added. 
With this variation alo; the new temple was raifed in a 
Ihort time ; and this ab was judged^wanting to the magni- 
ficence of the former. As the late fire had deftroyed many 
public records, h6 reftored three thoufand tables of brafs, 
which had been burnt, having with indefatigable pains found 
out their true copies. In thefe were recorded all the decrees 
of the fenate, all the ordinances of the people, all treaties, 
alliances, and privileges, granted to any perfon or city, and alt 
remarkable occurrences, from the foundation of the city. In 
thefe and the like works, he expended vaft fums. ^ 

HiscU* He was fo far from feeking the deftrudion of any man, 
avMCTf that he could not behold, without many fighs and tears, even 
good- the greateft criminals led to execution. To all he was courteous 
naturf^ and alFable, allowing perfons of every rank to accoft him with 
and other freedom, the gates of his palace being kept conftantly open. 
commend- concealing the meannefs of his former 

ao/e qua- condition, that he frequently difcourfed of it himfelf, and 
ttiei. deride thofe who, to flatter him, undertook to derive 

his pedigree from the founders of Reate j and the companions 
of Henults. He dcfpifed titles, and, with much ado, was 
prevailed upon to accept that of the father of his country ; 
a title tu which no one had evei a better claim. The king of 
Pqi ihia having written to him thus ; Arfaces, king of kings ^ to 
Flavius Vefpaiianus ; he, withouc finding fault with the title, 
or rtfenting it as an affront, direded his anfwer thus ; Flavius 
Vefpaflaiius, Arfaces, king of kings \ (hewing thereby in 
what contempt he had fuch titles. He was fo far from taking 
delight in public honours, that, when he triumphed with his 
fon Titus over the fews^ being quite tired with the length 
of that cA...“non^, he was heard to fay, that he dcfervedly 
fufFered for having, at his age, defired a triumph, as if fuch 
an honour had ever been due to his anceftors, or hoped for 
by himftlf. He bore with incredible patience the many lam- 
poons, that were difptrfcd all over the town, rcfleding upon 
his avarice \ and the invedives of the philofophers, whom he 

had 
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■ lud baitilhedtfae He gave no ear to whirpsrers, 

aor: mr put anv one to fteath, whofe crinii^s were not note- 
V rious, and plainly proved! G). Tho’ feverai confpiracies were 
formed againft him, yet V could never be prevailed upon to 
punilh the conspirators vr'vp death, faying, that tht^'deferved 
r^tber pity than punifh^nt, iince they knew not what a 
weight and burden the W/V)ire was. He took the daughter 
of yitellius^ his inveterate dpemy, under his prote<51ion, mar- 
ri^ hfl* into a noble family,^nd allowed her a rtf:h dower. 

He never fought to revenle '^^bf affronts which he had fuf- He firgett 
fered in the reign of Nero ; but ''‘^cneroufly forgave all who injuries. ^ 
had injured or reviled Beingi in that prince’s reign for- 

bi*d the court, and not knowing W:iat to do, he had recourfe 
to Phoebus^ the empe%)r’s freedmaik afking him, whither he 
fhould go. Pheehus returned him .|o other anfwer, but that 
he might go hang himfelf ; and thruft him out of his room. 

The freedman coming to beg his pardon after he was made . 
emperor, Ve^ajian was provoked no farther, than to bid him 
be gone in the fame terms. Tho’ Muclanus afTumed far 
greater authority than was fuitable to the rank of a private 
man, and behaved with much haughtinefs towards the em- 
peror higkfelf, bragging, that in his oWn hands he had had 
the empire, but freely beftowed it upon Vcfpajian ; yet the 
emperor never rebuked him but in private ; and, having once 
complained of him to a common friend, he ended his com- 
plaints with thefe remarkable words \ Yet 1 rnyfelf am but a 
man^ and confequently not free from blame 

The only fault, with which Jie is* charged by the antients, Isgene^ 
is his immoderate love of money, which he was not alhamed rally 
to procure by means altogether unworthy of an emperor. He charged 
not only revived the old impolitions and taxes, which had •withamof- 
been fupprefTed by Galha ; but loaded the provinces with 
tributes ^ bought commodities, that he might fell them to 
advantage j and defeended to fome very low and unufual im- 

* Suet, c. 9, ii, 12, 14. 

(F) One of thefe, by profef- day admonilhed him to beware 
iioD a Cynh^ by name Demetrius^ of Metius Pompofianus^ who was 
meeting him one day out of born, they faid, under a conHel- 
town, reviled him in a moll ouc> lation chat promifed him the 
rageous manner • but the good empire, be named 

emperor, inilead of chadifing him conful, ^adding pleaiantly, 
him for his infolent behaviour, If'ben he is inwfied with the 
contented himfelf with telling fo^uerdgnty^ be will^ 1 hope, re- 
him, that he was a indeed. member this good turn^ and re- 
(G; His friends having one q^tite it, 

polb. 
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poftsy laying one even upon urine i l/hich gave occafion to 
his ion Titus to remonftrate to him if e meanneft of fuch' ait 
impofition ; but he» prefcnting to hi fon the fidl money that 
thence accrued to him, afked him, vl lether the fmell offended 
him. Neither did he fcruple the (elling of any officcy nor 
pardoning any criminal, however ' trmous hts crimes were^ 
provided he could with a fum of f .^ey redeem himfelf from* 
the deferved punifhment. He ir*faid to have preferred 
the moft pr<^/i table cmployment^luch of his officers asVere 
noted for their avarice and xf^a^ioufnefs, and to have made 
ufe of them as fponges, bf wetting them when they were dry^ 
and fqueexing them when they were wef r. He often ftrove to 
Several difguife his fhameful avarice by fome humorous joke. Thus 
MMfimes certain emballadors havi^ acquaintedt him, that, by the 
V council of their nation, f conliderablc fum of money was 

decreed for ereding him a flatue in the form of a coloiliis, 
Here is the hafts ^ faid he, ftretching out his hand ; lay the 
money down here^ and the Jiatue is reared (H). ^ 

Some writers think, that he was covetous by nature ; and 
tell us, that he was upbraided wdth avarice by an old herdf- 
man, who, earneilly intreating the emperor, upon his ac- 
ceffion to the empire, ‘to grant him his liberty withi^ut ran- 
fom, and, being denied it, cried out fo as to be heard by the 
whole multitude, The wolf may change his hair, but not his 
h by many qualities* But other authors excufe liim on* account of the 
urgent neceilities of the ftate, and the emptinefs of the ex- 
Jhn^at ci^equer^ when he firft came to the government ; for he then 

r Suet. inVefp. c. i6. 


(H) One of his chief favour* 
ites having one day begged of 
him the fuperintendence of his 
houfhold for one, whom he pre* 
tended to be his brother, the 
emperor put him off for the 
prefent ; and, fending afterwards 
for the perfon whom he had re- 
commended, he received of him 
the fum, which was to have been 
paid to the other for his interelt, 
and bellowp^d on him the em- 
ployment. Xv'nen tiic favourite 
returned to folicit in behalf of 
his pretended brother, You muft 
fmd out another brother, anfwered 


the emperor ; for the perfon, 
whom you recommended, proves in 
the end to be my brother, and not 
yours. One day, while he was 
traveling in a litter, the mule- 
teer Hopped, under pretence of 
having his mules (hoed, but in 
reality to give an opportunity to 
one of accoHing the emperor, 
and craving fome favour. Of 
this Vefpajian was apprifed ; and 
therefore, having pleafantly afked 
the muleteer what he had re- 
ceived for fhoeing his mules, he 
obliged him to pay to him half 
the fum (b). 


ifi) ZuQt. in Vifp, r. i6. 
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publicly declared in thq fenate, that the republic could not 
poliibly fubfift without Rfupply of an hundred and forty mil- 
lions of fefterces. Th» is, by the generality of writers^ 
thought the moft prob^le opinion, becaufe he always em- 
ployed his revenue to gi pt and noble purpofes, and laid it 
ijut with uncommon gerjprofity. His public works and edi- 
4ces were very expcnliv^^./his prefents and penfions nume- 
rous ^is feafts and entert i^nmcnts frequent and magnificent, 
ne fupportcd a great l umber of poor fenators ; allowed 
five hundred fefterces a yeai^ ic^vcry decayed confular j re- 
ftorcd to their former luftre a gi eat many towns, that had 
'been ruined by fire or earthquakes ; repaired the public roads 
and aquedu^is, He was likewifc a great cncourager of 
learning, and the firft who fetded.^alaries upon the profeflbrs 
of rhetoric both Greek and £a/fn,|to be paid yearly out of 
the exchequer. He invited to Rome^ with great allowances, 
not only the moft celebrated poets, but fuch artificers and 
workmen, aj were famous in any part of the world. Of the 
latter, one well fkilled in mechanics having offered to convey 
certain columns of vaft weight into the capitol at a very fmall 
charge, the emperor rewarded him for his invention ; but 
would qpt employ him, faying. We rduft not debar the com- 
mon people from earning their livelihood Such was in 
general the condudl of vefpafian. We fhall now proceed to 
the moft remarkable adlions of his reign, digefted according 
to the order of time. 

Tho* Vejpafian had, during his firft confulfhip, reftored ’ 

Rome to her former tranquilljty, yet he did not refign the 
fafees on the firft of 'January ; but, choofing for his coJleguc 
Cocceius Nerva^ afterwards emperor, continued to dif- 
charge that office till the calends of March^ when he was 
fuct ceded by his fon Dc 7 nitian^ as was Nerva by Pedius 
Cajius, This year 77/wj, having, by the taking of Jnufalem^ 
quite reduced the Jewijh nation, returned to Ro?ne j where he 
was received with all poffible demonftrations of joy, and foon triumphs 
after honoured with a triumph, which w^s decreed by the , 

fenate both to him and his father ; for Vefpafian had begun 
that war with great fuccefs. They both triumphed about the 
latter end of Aprils difplaying on that occafn)n all the wealth ’ 
of the JewiJh nation. To Titus was I ike wile decreed a tri- 
umphal arch, defcrib'.ng his noble exploits ; which continues 
to this day almoft iiitire, as a lafting momjnient''of his vidfo- 
ries over the Jews, The triumph was no fooner over, than 
Vefpafian commanded the temple of Janus to be fhut, a pre- 
Ipund peace ftow reigning in every part of the empire. Soon 

* SvET, in Velp. c. 17, 18. 

after. 
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after, ^the temple of Peace was begtfn ; but not finiflied, at 
Jeaft not confecrated, till four yeax/f after ; when the rich 
fpoils of the temple of Jerufalem weyl depofited there. Tttus^ 
before Bis arrival at Rome^ had beiPl by his father honoured 
with the title of emperor, and talFn for his collegue in the 
tenvhom tribunitial power ; fo that being, manner, his partnei* in 
he imparts the empire, he difeharged all the fy'tfions of fovereignty. He* 
the tribu- even took upon him the comm^fl of the praetorian ^‘lards, 
nitial jjy ^hich means that office be^»;|^', as Aurelius Vi£ior obferves, 
the moft honourable einplt^fjFIhent in the whole empire. It 
appears from fevcral antient inferiptions, that Vefpaftan this 
year built fome aquedudls, repaired the ftreets of Reme^ and 
at a vaft charge made highways in Spain 

The following year Ceffnnius Patusy whom Vefpajian had 
appointed governor of Byn a in the room of Mucianusy having 
written to the emperor, that Antiochus king of Comageney and 
his fon EpiphaneSy had held private conferences with Vologefes 
king of the Parihiansy and were difpofed to rev4.lt from the 
Romansy the emperor, without examining the charge, ^ich 
*Jofephus fufpefts to have been quite groundlefs, allowed Patus 
to take what meafure^ he thought moft proper- Hereupon 
Patusy who bore fome private grudge to AntiochuSy •'entered 
his dominions in an hoftile manner ; and, being joined by 
Arijlohulus king of Chalets y and Sohemus king of EmeJuSy 
feized Samofatay the metropolis of Comageney defeated Epi- 
phanes and CallinicuSy the two fons of AntiochuSy and obliged 
the king himfelf to take flitUer in Ciliciay where he poiTeiied 
fome domains. The young prkices found a fafe afylum at the 
court of VologefeSy who entertained them in a manner fuitable 
to their rank ; but Antiochus was, by Paitus^s orders, feized 
in Ciliciay and loaded with chains j which Vefpajian no fooner 
Comagene knew, than he commanded him to be fet at liberty. His 
reduced to kingdom^ however, was reduced to a Roman province, known 
Roman [,y name of Augujieuphraiefianay or Euphratefianay becaufc 
pronjtttce. it extended along the Euphrates, Antiochus was allowed to 
retire to Lacedamony whence he removed foon after tp Rome ; 
where both he and his two fons, whom Vefpaftan took under 
his prote^fion, at the recommendation of the Parthian king, 
were fupported fuitable to their rank at the public charge 
Vefpafian The following year, Domitian being con ful the fecond 
ftdssees time, vj\t\i^yalerius MeJfalinuSy Vejpaftan reduced Greece y 
which Nero^zA. daclarcd free, and likcwife Lyciay RhodeSy 
Byzantiumy Samos y Thrace y and Ciliciay to Roman provinces, 

» VoRBURc. hift. Rom. Germ. p. 350. Onuph. in faft, p. 207, 

^ Joseph. 1 . vii. c. 9. & 1 . vi, c. 29. Suet. 1 . viii, c. 8. Chron. 
Alexandr. p. 5 87. 
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alleging, that they were no longer capable of liberty, fince 
they only made ufe oAk to undo themfelves by their inteftine 
diflenilons. Pa^anim feems to acknowlege the truth of this 
charge ' (!)• This fftoe year Vefpajian condemned to ba- Hclvidioa 
nilhnient the celebrated Prifeus, He was a native Prilcus 

of Terracinay and the ^n of a centurion ; but, by his bright hanifiti. 
and fignal parts, (bon i^inguilhed himfelf in Rome, When 
, he was yet very your,g, he applied himftlf to the ftudy of 
philofophy, not, as in thofe days, to difguife indo* 

^len^under a pompous rt^e, but in order to engage in the 
pubUc adminiiiration witL^^ mind thoroughly /ortihed againft 
all difailers. Ere he had ruj? higher than the quaekorfhip, 
he was chofen by the famous *i%rafea Patus for an hulband 
^ to his daughter. P'roqi the charaeSfer of his wife’s father he 
copied nothing fo lludioufly, as his undaunted liberty in fpeak- 
ing his fentiments, inever to be i^iaken by fear, and ever un- 
moveable in what he judged con(:|icing to the public welfare. 

When Thrafea was condemned, he was driven into exile, 
but recalled by Galha^ and honoured by Vefpoftan in the firft 
year of hi^ reign with the praetorfhip. As he was a zealous 
llicklcr for liberty, he fpoke with great freedom in the fenate 
againft the arbitrary proceedings of Galha^ Otho^ and ViuUius ; 
neither did be fpare Vefpafian^ but inveighed againft him with 
as mu^h bitternefs, as his father- in- I*hv had ever done againft 
Nero, The emperor, however, patiently bore with him, till jjig 
he began openly to folemnizc the birth- day of Brutus^ and jiran^e 
that of CaJiusj and to encourage the people to follow their hiha^i- 
cxample, and attempt the recovery of their antient liberty : our, 
then Vejpaftan caufed him to be feized ; but foon after dif- 
niifled him untouched, coi^trary to the opinion of ail his 
friends. Helvidiniy forgetful of the kindnefs the emperor 
had fhewn him, purfued his former courfc ; ar.d was there- 
upon again accufed, and condemned to banlfhment. As he 
could not refrain, even in the place of his exile, from in- 
veighing with great bitternefs againft the emperor, he was at 

« Paus. in Acha. p. 222. 

(I) Rhodes^ Samas^ and the in the beginning of this year, 
other iflands, were made one by feme who had fled from 

province, called, 7he province of ^erufalem. Vefpafian treated the 
the ijlands^ or, tf the Cycladc*;, authors of it with great mildnefs j 
of which the city of Rhodes was but ordered Lupus, governor of 
the metropolis. Eufebius fpeaks to dcmoj.vf'"- the temple, 

of a fcditien, which, according which had built in the 

to him, was raifeftat AleKandria territory ot Htlupola (7). 

( 7 ) <hr:n. 


length 



JO The ileman B-ili, 

h fin- length by the fenate fentenced to death, firove td 

fenced to % fave him, and fent to countermand tne execution ; but his 
death by orders came too late, Mucianus having detained the uieflengers, 
the fenate^ under various pretences, till the fente/ice was put in execu- 
andexe^ tion (K). 

cuted* following year Vefpajian waf) conful the fifth time, 

and Titus the third. Nothing memorable happened during 
their adminiftration, except the ceqfu^ which was performed 
by them in q*jality of ceiifors, th^triliperor having afTumed 
his fon for his collegue in that Vanity. This is 
cenfus we find mentioned in J]^ry ®. They both retain- 
ed the fafees till the calentj.'/fef the Jpril of the following 
year, when Vefpajian refigned them to Domliian^ and Titus 
to Mucianus, '1 nis year the emp^'rorconfecraied the temple** 
of Peace^ and raifed a colofius of brafs one hundred and ten 
feet high, which had been fefigncd for Ncfo ; but inftcad of 
his head, that of Titus was (placed upon it, or, as others will 
have it, the figure of the fun The two following years, 
Vefpafian being conful the fevenlh and el^th time, and Titus 
the fifth and fixth, nothing happened at Komc^ or hi any part 
of the empire, which authors have thought worth tranfmittixig 
to pofterity (L). 

The next year, L, Ceionius Commodus and D. Novius Prif- 
cus being confuls, the celebrated Cneius Julius AgricHa was 
fent into Britain to govern that province, in the room of 
Julius Frontinus, As we Ihall have frequent occafien to 


** Dio, in excerpt. Vai.. p. 705. col. 66. p. 750. Suet. c. 15. 
Juvenal, fatir. v. Plin. 1 . vii. ep. 19. ® Censorinus de 

dicnatali. Plin. 1 . vii. c. 43. ONUi*H.infaft. p. 208. Suet, 
€. 19. Plin. 1 . xxxiv. c. 7. Dio, ibid. 


(K) Hel^idius, notwithftanding 
this hi.> unaccountable behaviour, 
is greatly extolled by Tacitus (8), 
Pliny the younger (9), and Ju^ 
venal {1). As many other phi> 
lofophcr:., following the example 
of Helvid/us, ftrove to ilir up 
the populace to fedition, they 
were, all driven out of Rome (z). 

(L) We read indeed, in the 
chronicle of Alexandria, that, in 
the eighth cou(uilhip of Vefpafian, 
a woman, by name Akippe, was 


delivered at Rome of an elephant ; 
and, in the chronicle of Eufehius, 
that a plague raged in the city 
with fuch violrn^t tor fome time, 
as to fweep away above twenty 
thoufand peiibns a day. But 
neither of that extraordinary 
birth, cor of fo dreadful a plague, 
any notice is taken by the anti- 
ents, ncr even by Pliny the cldcr^ 
who flourifhed under Vefpafian, 
and was in great favour with 
him. 


(8) Tacit, hip. L\v. c. 4. <9) Pliv. /. iv. fp, r.i, (i; yuTcnal fat. v. 

ver, 36. (2) Suet, c, Dit., /. kM. 751, 

fpeak 
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ipqgk of n»fi!P(!VKned (^mmandery we ihall here briefly rtr 
count hu courfe of life {1^4 purfuits, before he diftinguiffaed ^ 
hiinrelf by hi* cpigbty e;^)loits in this ifland. .He was born Hishirth^ 
in the colony of JForojulitfiki now Frejus^ in Narbonne Gaid ; tducuthm^ 
and both his grand fat her A were procurators to the emperors \ Scq, 
a dignity peculiar to the c^ucftrian order. His father, Julius 
Greecinusy was a fenator ^iunous for his eloquence and phi- 
lofophy, but put to deatj-^] by Caligula for refufing to accufe 
Marcus Silanus, His mo^i Julia Agricola ^ a woman noted 
fo{ he^modefty, brought h'^ up in his tender years under 
ber eye,‘ lind with great care. his early youth he ftudied 
philofqphy and law in the city'oi Mar Jellies^ with more avi- 
dity, as he himfelf ufed to declare, than became a Roman^ 
and a fenator, till the discretion of his mother checked his 
arSour. Reafon and age afterwards qualified his heat ; fo that 
he contented himfelf rwith a limit, d meafure of phiJofophy. 

He learnt the iirff rudiments of waf^in Britain^ under Sueto- 
fiius Paulinus^ one of the greateft commanders of his age, 
by whom he was diftinguifhed with particular marks of friend- 
Ihip and efleem. He was not one of thofe young men, who 
turn warfare into riot ; but ftudied to acquaint himfelf with 
the province, to be known to the army, to learn of fuch as 
had experience, to follow fuch as were worthy and brave, lo 
feek for uo exploits out of oflentation, lo refufe none throu^ 
fear. He wovild not afliime the title and office of tribune, 
till he thought hiinl'elf well qualihed for that command : 
neither did he make ufe of it, as many did in thofe days, to 
indulge his plcafures with more liberty, or to abfent himfelf 
from duty ; but to encourage others, by his examjde, to bear 
with patience the toils attending the'profi’flion of arms. As 
PauUnus was engaged in a mighty war with the Britons, of 
which we fhill fpeak hcreaftei. Agricola hzd an opportunity 
of impioving himfelf in the knowlege of military affairs under 
fo great a mailer. 

Departing from Britain to Rome^ to enter there upon His pre- 
the public offices, he wa*} firll fent into AJia as c]u*ftt>r, wherc/^^^"”^^* 
he had Salvias Titiama for procoiiful. But neiihcT the pro- 
vince, in iifelf veiy rich, nor *J’tfianus, iho’ bent upon all 
a6ls of rapine, and ready, upon the fmalleft encouragement, 
to have purchafed a mutual connivance in iniquity, corrupted 
his probity. He was atterwards created tribune of the people ; 
but paffdd the year of l»is tribunslhlp in repo fe ..rid iria£livity, 
being well apprifed, that, under Ncr'f, floth and heavinefs 
ferved for wifdom. With the like indoJ'*m.c' /ie held the 
praetQrfhip, exhibiting, however, as was incumbent upon the 
praetors, public fports, according to the meafure of his wealth, 
and in a manner no-way favuuiing of prodigality, but ftill 
5 deferving 
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, deferving popular apphtufe. Beina afterwi^ appointed by 
- Galba to furvey the gifts and oblanons beloi%ing to the teiri- 
ples, by a diligent fearcb, he procived full reftitution of all, 
feve what had been facrilegioudy tfiken away by Ner$, The 
year following, his mother was kiied by the foldiers of Otho^ 
upon her eftate at Intemeliumy now Ventimiglia \ and the eftate 
itfelf plundered, with great part fOf her treafure, which had 
proved the caufe of the murden ; As Agricola haftened from 
Rome^ to pay her the laft dutj^^^tJtid folemnize her funerdl, 
he had tidings upon the road, ^tiat Vefpafian had afDwied the 
title of emperor, and infiantl^-'crpoufed bis party. Upon his 
return from Inte7nelium^ ^s^'was employed by Mucianus to 
‘levy forces ; and foon after, as he discharged that truft with 
great uprightnefs and fidelity, pr^^ferred to the command of 
the twentieth legion, then in Britain^ their own commander 
being found void of au^^hority to cortroul them, and keep 
them to their duty. VePita Bolanui was at that time governor 
of Britain ; but, as he ruled with great gentlenefs, Agricola 
had no opportunity of diflinguifhing himfelf by any military 
exploits. Bolanus was fuccceded by Petilius Qerealh^ who, 
at his firft entrance, attacked the Brigantes^ reckoned the 
moft powerful people of the v^hole ifland ; and, after many 
encounters, feme of which proved very bloody, held moft 
part of tlieir countr/ as bis conqueft, or continuet’' to ravage 
it by war. Under him Agruola bad room to difplay his va- 
lour and abilities. For trial of his [kill and courage, Cercalh 
often committed to bis condiuil part of the army ; and fome- 
times, accoiding to the mcafure of Ijis fuccefs, fet him at 
the head of forces Hill larger, fharing with him both the dan- 
gers and the glory. But Ag*kola was fo far from vaunting 
his own exploits, that, on ihc contrary, he aferibed to his 
general, as to the author of all, his biccefs and good fortune g. 
Raifed to UpoN his return from Britain^, where he had commanded 
the rank ^ legion, he was by Vefpafian raifed to the rank of a patrician, 
fi pa^ afterwards appointed governor of Aquitain ; which truft 
trician. difcbarged with great uprightnefs, and general fatisfadlion. 
Honoured He was after three years retailed, and honoured with the 
nuitb the confuUhip ; which office he difeharged during ,the two laft 
conjuljhip. months of the preceding year. While he was conful, it was 
generally faid, that, foi his province, Britain would be affighed 
him, from no words that hail dropped from him about it, but 
becaufc he was deemed equal to that office : and common 
fame, as Tacitus well obfcives, dots not always err, but often 
direds tHe pablic choice. Before he ended his confulfliip, he 
contraded his dauglitcr to Tacitus the hiftorian, who was yet 

K Tacit, vit. Agr. c. 4 — 9. 


very 
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‘ ‘vtty jroliogi to him ia marriage, as fuen as he 

had refigned the rfafcetf. " lie was then foi tliwith promoted to Promot$d 
the of Brifctin^ and at the fame time honoured 

wiih the pontifical tilgniiV But of his exploits in Britain^ ^ernmtnt 
and the fuccefsfiirwar hifi carried on there, we fhall fpeak at «J/Iincain. 
large in the hiftbiy.of th^t.ifland. 

VfsPASiAN being ccifii^ the ninth'dme, and 7 itus the 
fevfcnth, "Julius Sabinu^^^ ‘-'^ho, as we have related above, 
had ftirred up the Gauls^ caufed himfelf to be proclaimed 
Oiafa»,r ^as at length difcif^'ercd, feized, and put to death. 

After his defeat, he hid fled ftJ his country dwelling, and fet 
it on lire, in order to raife a report, that he had penlhed : 
and truly he was there believed to have fuffered a voluntary 
death ; "but, in the mead time, lay concealed with his trea- 
fares (for he was immenfely rich) in a cave, which he had 
caufed to be dug in 2 folitary place, and which was known 
only to two of his freedmen, upott* whofe fidelity he could 
depend. He might have eafily withdrawn into Germany ; but 
could not prevail upon himfelf to abandon his wife, whom 
he tenderly Itived (M). Sahznus^ that no one might doubt 
6f his death, did not for feme time even undeceive his wife ; 
who folemnizcd his exequies with great pomp, bewailed him 
with many tears, and at laft, no longer able to bear the lofs 
of an hu^jand whom (he fo tenderly loved, refolved not to 
outlive him, and began to abftain from all food. Hereupon 
Sabtnus^ by means of Martialis^ one of his freedmen, in- 
formed her, thrtt be was ftill alive 5 and acquainted her with 
the place where he. lay concealed, warning her at the fame 
time to fupprefs her joy, left the fccret might be thence be- 
trayed. Ernpona^ tho' in the utnioft train'poits of jny, con- 
tinued to bewail him as dead j but, in the me a.i lime, parted 
great part of the night with him, and romeiimtb vi/lioK; weeks, 
pretending bufinefs in the country. She had even two chil- 
dren by him, who were born and biou^ht up in the cave; 

She concealed the whole v/irh exemplary fiJei:t'/, and w^on- 
derful addrefs ; nay, fhc found means even to c mve-v him to 
Romey upon what motive \vc know not, atici from thence 
back to his cave, fo well difguifcd, that he was by no one 

knowiv 

** Tacit, vil. Agr, c. 9. . 


(M) She is called by Dh 
Caffiusy Peponilla i by 7acitti$f 
Epponia ; and by Plutarch^ Em- 
ponai which name, according to 

VoL. XV. 


that writer, in thr anoent lan- 
guage of the figniHed an 

heroine. 

But, 


D 



^4 . Roman SiillK 

He isiif' But, after he. had paffed nine yflars in t^s OHiditiOn, he 
cohered s was at length difcavered by fome pcrfohs, who natfowlf 
watched, his wife, upon her frequenftly abfenting herfelf ftom 
her own houfe, and tollowed her taJ the cave, without being 
difcovestd. Sabinus was immedi/cly feized, and Tent to 
Romi^ loaded with chains, togcJicr with his wife, who, 
throwing herfelf at the emperor’s fcct, and prefcnting to him 
her two'^U'pder children, llrove^afth her tears and intreati\s 
to move hmi to companion. Wej^flftan could not forbear 
andUit to weeping ill fo moving anobje^^but neverthelefs 
death, both her, and her hufband^^ caufed them to be foon after 
^ithhis executed. The two clnldien were faved, and with great care 
•wife. brought up at tlic public cxpcnce (N). 

Crccina Not lung after the execution o(^ Sabinus, Alienus Cacina, 
and Mar- of whom^we have often fpoken in the reign of Vitelltus, and 
ccllus con- Ept ius Marcdlus, an abandoned accultr in the reign of Nera, 

J pi re a- entered into a coijrpiiac)l’againft the emperor, and drew into 

f^uifift great numbers of the praetorian guards. But, before the 

Vefpafian; coiifpiracy was ripe for execution, one of the confpirators 
hut are put the whole toTitus, and even delivered •to him a copy 

to death, ppi-ech, which Cacina was to pronounce to the foldiers 

after the aflaiTinatlon, written with bis own hand. This was 
fufficient evidence ; and therefore Titus, the night after this 
difeovery, having invited Cacina to. fup with hiifi, caufed 
him, without any farther inquiry or tryaJ, to be murdered in 
the banqueting' room. As for Matcellus, he was tried and 
tondernned by the fenate ; but prevented the execution of the 
fcntence, by cutting his throat with a razor K Before Vcfpa- 
fan religncd the confulfliip, he was feized with a pain in his 
bowels, w^hich obliged him repair from Campania, where 
he then was, to Ro?ne 5 and from thence to Cutylia, his pa- 
ternal eflate in the neighbouihood of Reate, winch he ufually 

» Suet, in Tit. c. 6. Dio,l.lxvi. p. 752. Tacit, hill:, l.iv.c. 6. 

(N) One of them died fome of Sahinus and his wife ; nay, to 
time after in Egypt ; and Plutarch this his unfcafonable feverity he ^ 
tells us, that he faw the other, afenbes all the misforcunes which 
named Sabinus, at Delphi, while afterwards bcFel him and his fa- 
he was writing his book of Icve, niily. What divcned cm- 
in which he has inferted this ad- peror from txcriing his ufual 
venture (;). That writer tells clemency and good nature, when 
us, that nothing more tragical, he might have done it with ge- 
nothing more- difj^eafing to the neral applaufe, and univerfal fa- 
public, happeneddunng the whole tisfad^ion, e are no- where told, 
reign of Vefpafian, than the death 

( .) /. ivt c, 67, jp/?, /. Ixvi. p, 75a. Plutx emat, 

7 vifited 
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littd every fattimer, in order to drink certain waters in 
i restt requeft on account of their extreme coolnefs. Here.be 
'as feiz^ firft with a fever, and afterwards with a iiux, occa- 
.'Oned by the immoderate life of the cold waters, which 
rought him to fuch weaAnefs, that all about him began to 
efpair of his recovery, iiowcver, he ftiil attended the di- 
^ i^jitch of bufinefs, received cmbafiadors, and gave audience to 
4s miniffcrs. Once, a<. he found hlmfelt ready to faint 


J5 


jvay, If I am mt mijiaken^. he cried out, I am going to he a 
riSfcliling the cuRom ot the Romans^ who placed their 
(nperors, after their death, in the number of their gods, and 
'^noured them with divine worihip. Upon the approach of 
;lath, he cried out again with his ufiial bravery and refolu- 
5n, An emperor ought to Vie Jianding : but, while he endca- 
lured to rife, he expired in the hands of thofe who firitaincd 
m. His death happened on the twenty-fourth of 'June^ in death 
e feventy-eighth year of the Chriftiln ajra, after he had lived Vefpa* 
ftyTnine years, leven months, and feven days, and reigned 
n years wanting fix days, from the time he was proclaimed 
iperor in the* city of Alexandria. 

His death was univcrfally lamented ; and his memory grate- 
lly preferved by fuch as were true friends to their counrrv. 
r war, he Was next to Julius C/ry?/r,#and to Augpjius 
and feerned to have been by Providence railed on pin- 
jfe to preferve fj vaft an empiie from utter dciiiiivlicji), 
rcatnefs and majefty, fays P//Vy, wrought no alteration in 
p, fave that of nrahing "his power of doing good anAvcrahle rach 
his will. He was the fecond Roman emperor, if not ilie 
who died a n'ltnral death ; and the r.rft who wa-? fi'c- 
ded by his fon {()}. He is Otd to have been fo confident, 
at the empire was by the laws of fatedeflincc! t j him, i,nd * 

pofterity, that he alarmed iu the fenate, he fujuld, in 


(O) And here we cannot help 
fcbferving the raibnefs of fume 
bjind zealot.c, in nftribing Co di- 
vine vengeance the fate of fuch 
as flew Cd/ar the di 'lator. Not 
“ ne of th&affaflini), they cry, died 
^natural death. But neither did 
who deftroyed the Hate, 
|r any of his fucccflbrs, except 
fgufl'^s, of ' whom it is alfo 
ubced, to the prefent emperor. 
heriur was fmothered by Ma- 
his favourite, Caligula was 


fiain by the officers of hi' g la?./.-. 
Claudius was ii' 

wife jSgrijfina^ Nf o Ihil L^d 
hinifclf, Galha v/as inuidcrcd i)y 
the foldiers, Otlx, fell by hi . own 
hand, and Vitellius executed 
like a comnicn iinlcfa^-trir. Au- 
gujius was thought :o have been 
poifoned by his uifj L:n:ia (4]. 
Such was the end jr ihcfe^urujp- 
ers ; and may th^ liki! doom over- 
take all who tread in liicir foot- 
fteps ? 


(4^ Vtde TactU ormaU i, fd* iait. Dio, /, Ivi 
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fpite of all plots and confpiracies, retain the ibvereignty to his 
death, and be fucceeded in it by his two fons. His obfequies 
were performed with extraordinary pomp by Titus (P). 

Vespasian founded various coUnies indifferent parts of 
the empire; to wit, one at Eml^usy about fixty furlongs 
from 'Jerujalem^ to which place he gave the name of Nico^ 
foils ^ or The city of viHory ; one at Cafarea^ which wasfrom 
him called Flaviana, with the addition of Primay as beitlig 
the iirfl in dignity of all the cities in Palajiine, DcvelUy or, 
as fome call it, Deulie^ in Thrace^ Sinope in Pontuif^^^ fta^ 
viobrigia in Spain^ now Bilbao^ arc by fome writers reckoned 
among the colonies founded by Vefpafian Neapolis in Sa~ 
maria^ called formerly Sichesn^ Smnofata the capital of Coma^ 
gene^ Tripoli i in Pheenida^ Chalcis^i^^ Philadelphia in Sy^ia^ 
Cyrene in Libya ^ Critia in Bithynia^ ajul Eumenea in Phrygia^ 
bore each the name of Flaviana ; whence fome writers con- 
clude Roman colonies to^have been fettled in all thefe cities, 
cither hy Fefpafurn himfelF, or one of his, children Several 
writers flounflied in Vrfpafjivi's time ; but of them wc fliall 
fpeak in our notes (Q^). * 

Vespasian 


ft VideSPANH. 1 . v*i. & Baud. p. 29!. * Vide Baud. 

p. 769. & Noris de epoch. Syro-Macedon. 


fP) The Romans were at this 
time fo prepoQeroufty fond 
mimics and farces, that they were 
exhibited even at the funerals of 
perfons of quality, when the 
pantomimes ufed to perfonate the 
dcceafed, counterfeit their fpeech, 
and imitate their anions. At 
tne obfequies of Vefpajian^ a ce- 
lebrated pantomime, by name 
Fa^or, perfonating the deccafed 
emperor, demand^ aloud, what 
the whole expcnce of the cere- 
mony amounted to : and being 
told, to one hundred thoufand 
fefterces, Give me the money^ faid 
he, ftretching out his hand, and ' 
counterfeitirg the emperor’s 
Ipeech, jind throrjj my carcafe^ if 
you pleafe, into tb. Tiber (5). 

{ Q^) Thefe were, Suetonius 


Paulinus, of whofe warlike ex- 
ploits we fliall fpeak in the liiflo- 
ry of Britain, He likewife di- 
ftinguiihed himfelf in the war be- 
tween Otbo and VitelUm^ and 
was, without all doubt, one of 
the beil commanders of his age. 
He left behind him an account of 
an expedition, which he under- 
took beyond mount Atlas^ in the 
year 41. of the Chriflian aera, 
and the laft of CaliguURo reign, 
againA the Moors^ who took up 
arms to revenge the death of P/0- 
lemy their prince, murdered by 
Caligula^ as we have related in 
the reign of that prince. This 
account has not reached our 
times ; but is quoted by PUny (6). 
He outlived Otbo^ whole caufe he 
bad efpoufed ; but from Pliny it 


f5) 5«//, f. t9« (6) Phn, /. V. f, I, 


appears. 
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Vespasian was fucceeded in the empire by h!s eldeft fon Titas 
Tftus, who was born the 30th of Detembtry about the time of 


appears, he was dead in tht year 
77 that IS, in the eighth year of 
rgjpajlan's retga (yj Some wri- 
ters, through a ftrange mliiake, 
have fion^nded Suetomus Fault- 
nut ^vSi^uttontut Ltnts^ the fa- 
ther of Suetontus the hiftorian, 
who ierved only as a military tri- 
bi|pe in the army of Of ho, wiuch 
Suetonius Pauhnus commanded in 
quality of general (8) ^ Ltctntus 
Muctanuf, who is often quoted by 
Pltny in what relateyo the hillo- 
ry and geography of the eaftern 
countries 9) In the year 75 
the feventh of Ve/pg^/an's reign, 
he was bufy in colleAing the dif 
courfes and letters of the antient 
Ronans, and had already pub 
lifhcd ele^n volumes of fpeeches 
and three of letters (1) He is 
fuppofed to have died in the eighth 
year of Vel^afiau\ reign Plin^ 
tells us, that he always carried 
about with hun aliving fly, which 
hefuperflitioufly iook^ upon as a 
prefer vative of the fight ( 2 ) Ju 
bus Seevnius, who is one of the 
perfons introduced in the dialogue 
of orators commonly afcribed to 
Tactius, wrote the life of one 
Julius Afiaticus, and promifed the 
lives of other illuftrious perfons. 
He likewife publifhed fome 
fpeeches or orations highly com 
mended by Siuintthan (3) In 
the fame dialogue, Vtpfamus Mef 
fala a£ls the chief part He was 
tribune of the feventh legion, 
fprung from an illuftrious fami- 


ly, and the only one, ai fstafnt 
informs us, who engaged in the 
civil war between Vefpajtan and 
Vitellius upon worthy defigns. 
He pleaded with great eloquence 
in the fenatc, though not yet 
arrived at the age of a fenator, m 
behalf of his brother Aqiahut 
Regulus, charged as the acculer 
and deftroyer of many illuAnous 
citizens in the reign of Nero (4), 
He wrote, as appears from fa- 
cituf (5), an account of the war 
between VitelUus and Fejpafian ; 
and is fuppofed to have publiflicd 
fome other hiftories (6) Medj- 
cratm the Pythagoric, a native 
of Cadi'Zy lived n.bqttt this time, 
and putJifliLd feveral philofophi- 
cal tiaSs (7) St Jerom com» 
mends him on account of his elo- 
quence (8 , and 0 ?/^en, if Por* 
phynifsis to be Cl editcd(9), perufed 
with nttentjon his writings, and 
improved by tl cm Curia ftus 
Mafernus, a famous civilian and 
poet, flounftied under I efpajian, 
and wrote feveral tragedus, one 
of which, intituled Cato, in^de a 
great node, and would have given 
great offence to any of the em- 
perors who pieceded Vefpafiin. 
He IS introduced m the dialogue 
of orators, fpeaking in defence 
of poetry (i) Saleius Rajfus 
wrote feveral poems in the reign 
of Vefpafian, which were highly 
eilcemed by Siuirtilian, and^^ 
pafianhimieM, who countenanced, 
and With great genecofity re* 


(7) Phn I V e 1 (8) Vide VJP } ft Lat / 1 c *6 (9) Plm, 

^ V e %y (t) Tacit orat c -7 (z) Pltn I xxvi 1 c 2. 

<3) / X f 1 (4; -Twf bift I iM c A.Z (5) Tacit crat 

e 14 (6) Veff' bft I at / 1 f 28, (7) jfmftut de Jcrift 

htft pbtlofopb^ c e, (8) Fujeb clron (^) Idem bft u I ft 

/, VI e> 19* (1) Tacit, orat e, 2, 3 11 
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the death of CaUgub^ that is, in the year 40. of the ChfiAkn 
sera ; fo that he was now thirty- nine years of age. He ym 
brought up with Britannicus in the court of Nero, and is faid 
to have* tailed the poifon w'hich was given to the young prince 
at the emperor’s tabJe. We are told, that an affrologer, being 
confultcd the celebrated Freedman ot Claudius,2ho\it 

the lot of Britannicus, returned anfwer, that, by the law 5 of 
fate, tlie empire was not defined to him, but to Titus, who' 
Jits iiti- happened to fland by him. He lived in great friendjj^ with 
cation, ftu- Britannicus ; whence, foon after his acceflion to the empire,' 
dies, &c. be eredled two ftatues to his memory, one of gold in the pa- 
before b:s anothei vf ivory, which was by his order publicly 

carried, among other ftatucp, at th^ •C/Vre;^(£7» games. Si- 
the empire, f^om his tender years, followed with great application 

the ftudy of rhetoiicand poetry, and i^ade great progrefs ini 
both, being commended gy the antients as an excellent poet,' 
and an eloquent fpeakerupon any fubje£l whatever, and with- 
out premeditation. He ferved AiH in qii^ity of tribune ii^ 
Germany, and afterwards in Bntain \ and in bo^h provinces 
gained no lefs rtputation by his modeft and engagns beha- 
viour, than by his courage. Upon his return from Britain, 
he betook hlmfclf to the bar, and pleaded fome caufes of great 
importance wntii uncommon appl.iufc. Wniie he»was yet 
very young, he jirncidia Tcrtulla, whofe father was 

only a Rma>i kni'^hf, but had been captain of the praetorian 
guaids. Upon her deatli, he married Martia Furnitla, de- 
scended of an illullrious family j but divorced her after he had 
one daughter by lier named ^ulia Sahina, After his quaeftor- 
fhip, which he difeharged with great applaufe, he was advanced 
to the command of a legion, and attended his father into 
d'ca in quality of his lieutenant. In that war he dillinguimec) 
himfelf, as appears from Jof&phus, in a very eminent manner 5 


warded, the poet (2). Ch^ius 
wrote the hillory of reign, 
and of the civil w'ars preceding 
chat of Vefpafian (3) ; and is fre 
iquencly quoted by Tacitus. Moll 
writers take him to be the lame 
perfon with Marcus Clurutus Ru- 
fus, who governed Spain in the 
reigns of Gulba, Otho, and Vi- 
tellius. Of him Tact tus obferves, 
that he was in greaf favour with 
Jitro, and acquired mighty 


wealth, without injuring any 
man either in h's life or fortune 
(4.). He was, as the fame writer 
obferves, an eloquent man, and 
well qualified for affairs in time 
of peace, but void of experience 
in war (5). None of the wri- 
tings of thefe authors have reach- 
ed our times, except fome fen- 
tences quoted by the antieh( 
grammarians. 


(1) Tacitr.rat. e, <. -^intih /. c. i, (3) ^Tatiuanntl. /. ziix« 

0. 20. (4) %/iU, bji, /, iv, f, 49, (5) Idem, /, i. f. 8,- 

reduced| 
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reduced, while he ferved under his father, fome flrong-holds ; 
and gained the reputation both of a brave and prudent leader. 

Being fent by Vefpajian to congratulate Galba upon bis ac- 
ceilion to the empire, and to receive his dirccStions concerning 
the profecution of the war againft the Jews^ it was rumoured 
abroad by the populace at Rome^ that Galba had fent for him 
m Vder to adopt him. Ground for this report was ad mini- 
Iftred, as Tacitus obfervcs, by the condition of the emperor, 
aintren^.iyid chHdlefs, and the great charadler of who 

was judged equal to any degree of fortune, however elevated. 

But, having received at Corinth certain advice of the murder 
of Galba^ he returned to his father, and reconciled to him 
Mucianus governor of Sytla ; for, between Vffpajian "md Jiim, 
as the one ruled over Judaa^ and the other over Syria^ great 
animofities reigned, ^caiioned by their governing two neigh- 
bouring provinces ^ h 

He was left bypis father in Judaa^ to profecute the war L left by. 
againft the fews. * Upon their parting, Titus gave a fignal bis Jather 
inifance of h*s good-nature and affedlion towards his brother carry 
Domitian, For the emperor, being informed that Domlttan ofubrvjar 
bad already abandoned himfelf to all manner of debauchery, f-gamjl tbi 
and aflumed more authority than was Suitable to a Ton only, 
was high^ incenfed againft him. Titus therefore, upon the 
departure of his father for Italy^ pleaded with great afFcdtion Idis kind- 
ana earneftnefs in favour of his brother, warning the em- his 
peror to beware of being ralhly incenfed by intelligence brother 
from fuch as brought criminal reprefentations, To i^ornitiau, 
your o'wn fon ((aid he) it is but juft you Ihould bear 
a fpirit of gentlenefs, free from all prejudice. Not from 
‘‘ fleets, not from legions, are fuch powerful bulwarks found 
‘‘ for the fuppoit of the imperial dignity, as from a numerous 
ifl'ue in the imperial houfe. The number of our friends is 
diminifhed with time ;* they often defert us, to follow for- 
“ tune, or bccaufe wc cannot gratify their defires. But, 

‘‘ from our own blood, we may always promife ourfelvcs 
‘‘ ready affittance, and unfhaken fidelity. In our good for- 
“ tune many will partake with us ; but our neareft in kin- 
dred alone will bear us company in our adverfi’-ies. Even 
“ between brothers (advied he) concord and unanimity will 
“ not prove lafting, if their common parent fets them not 
“ firft an example.**' Vefpafian^ who, by this rcafoning, was 
not fo much reconciled to Domitian^ as charmed with tlie 
tender afFcdtioii of Titus^ delired him to be of good chear, ‘ 

® Tacit, hift. 1 . ii. c. 77. Suet, in Tit. c. i, 2, 3. 

PytLOSTR. in vit. Apoll. Ty. 1 . vii. q. 3. beil. Jutf. 

1 . iv. c. 29. 
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$nd to ftudy how to aggrandize the commonwealth hy war, 
and the exercife of arms ; adding, that it ihould be his taflt 
to infure the public peace, and that of his family Of the 
conduct and military atchievements of 77/ar, during the war 
which he carried on with flupendous fuccefs againft the 
the reader will iln,d an account in our hiftury pf that na« 
tion. . ‘ • 

After the redu^ion of yerajalm^ inftead of returning 
to Rome^ he went to Jlexandria^ Where he ailiiled a^be coO"- 
fecration of the ox wearing a diadem ; which, together 
with his putting off from time to time his journey into Italy^ 
and his giving a private audience at Zeugma to the embafladors 
of the Parthian king, occafioned a report, as if he defigm;d 
to revolt from his father, and make himfelf emperor of the 
^Returns to This rumour obliged him to hai^en his departure for 

•Kome, Rome^ where he was received .with loud fhouts of joy, and, 

tri- ^ after, honoured with one of tlfc. moft magnificent 

umphj. triumphs the city had ever beheld. He w2s dignified by the 
fenatc with the title of CaJ'ar^ and by his father taken, in a 
manner, for his collcgue in the empire ; for, with him, heex- 
ercifed the cenforfhip, the tfibunitial power, feven confulfhips, 
and managed all the affairs of the empire, writing even letters, 
and drawing up all edi£ls, in his father’s name. 

Tacitus tells us, that he was more ftrift and referved in 
his own reign, than in that of his father ; and Suetonius 
Is char- charges him with pride, cruelty, and even avarice. When 
ged, while j|jg latter writer, gave him, by his unguarded 

yet a pri- ^ondudl, the lealt umbrage, he hired people to demand his 
^teman^ doom in the theatre, and in thp camp of the pnetorian guards, 
, and then condemned him without further proof or tryal. In 

e^uehy adminiftring juftice, he was cafily - byafed by prefents, fold 

and ava- employments of great truft unknown to his father, and 

rice. indulged himfelf in felTivity and pleafures, fpending great 
part of the night in riotous banquets, with the moft diflblute 
of the Roman youth, with young eunuchs, and a numerous 
herd of catamites and proftitutes. His paffion for Berenice th& 
daughter of Agrippa the Greats and lifter of Agrippd II. king 
of Ituraa, was highly cenfured by the Roman people, who 
looked upon him as a fecond Nero \ fo that fcarce ever any 
man arrived at the empire with a m^ore fuljied reputation, or 
more abhorred by the populace o. 

Governs BuT, upon his acceflion to the empire, all thefe accufations 
with great turned to his* praife and advantage, no prince having ever 
moderaiien governed with greater moderation, humanity, and good-nature. 


ibid. 


Tacit, hift, 1. iy. c. 52. 


• Suet. c. 6, 7; Tacit. 

Soon 



Soon after his father’s death, he dlfmifled the beautiful queen 
Berenice^ who had followed him to Rome with her father 
Agrifpa^ the Jaft king of yudaa ; and obliged her not only 
to withdraw from the city, but from Italy^ though he was 
pailionately fond of her ; and this merely out of complaifance 
to the fenate and people, who were difpleafed to fee their em- 
jeror thus captivated with the charms of a foreign woman p. 

Though his brother Domitlan pretended to an, equal liiare \n Hh eon- 
the go."‘'¥a”^erfT; and railed great difturbances in the city, by duS to- 
giving out, and arrogantly maintaining, that his father had wards hie 
left him partner in the empire, but that the will haj been brother. 
falfified ; yet he could not prevail upon himfelf cither to pu- 
nifh or banilb him ; but*, on the contrary, treated him as his 
collegue in the empire, conjuring him often in private, with 
tears in his eyes, notfto hate a brother who bore him a fin- 
cere and tender aff^hon, and was x^illing to allow him a due 
fliare in the adimiftration <3. Pliny obferves, that Julius 
Bajfus dreaded 77r«x, on account of his intimacy with Domi~ 
lian ; but tlAt he received no injury at the hards of the for- 
mer, whereas he was banifhed by the latter. The einperois, 
ever fince the reigrt of Tiberius y had paid no regard to lire 
ordinances of their predcceflbrs granting to cities, or particu- 
lar perfSns, privileges, immunities, or exemptions, till fucb 
grants were confirmed by thcmfclvcs ; which they did with 
great referve, caufing the charters to be firfl carefully exa- 
mined, as if they had been firft granted by themfelvc:. But Confirm 
TituSy without fufFering any one to apply to him, confirmed all the 
them all by one general edift 5 and his example was followed of 
by moft of his fuccefibrs. could not prevail upon himfelf^" 
to difmifs any, who applied to him, diflatisfied, or without 
fome hopes of fuccefs ; whereupon, being admonifted by fome 
of his friends, that he prom i fed more than he could well per- 
form, he replied, that no man fiiould depart diffatisfied from 
the prefence of a prince. It is well known, that, being told 
one night he had beftowed no favour that day, he exprefled 
his difiktisfa£iion and regret with that memorable faying. My 
friendsy I have loji a day. 

He treated the people with extraordinary kindnefs and com- ^^i\ 
plaifance. Having defigned to exhibit a (hew of gladi^ors, y^Qplai/unce 
fignified by a proclamation, that it (hould be exhibited, not 
according to his own tafte and pleafure, but that of the peo-^^^* 
pie ; and he was fo far from refufing what they deffired, that 
he earneftly foUcited them to declare whSt they liked befF, 
complying with their taile, though difagreeing with his own. 

He ^owed free accefs to him, even while he was bathing; and 

4 Idbn in Dom. c. 2, & 9. 


i Suet. c. 7. 


received 
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« feceived all with great afFabiliry and condefcenfion, yet fo as 
to maintain the dignity of his rank, and the majcfty of an 
peror. No man’s property he ever coveted ;■ nay, he often 
refufed the ufual prefents, and fuch contributions as were due 
to him ; and neverthelefs, of ail his prcdcceflbrs, none was 
more generous than he, nor expended larger Aims in private 
bounties, in fhews, in buildings, After he dedicated 'the 

famous iirnpbi theatre, and finifhed with incredible expedition 
certain bjths clofe to it, be exhibited, at an iwiflienlg^arga, 
a fhew of gladiators, a naval battle in the old naumachia, and 
brought into the arena five thoufand wild bealfsof ail kinds. 

VfiiEs he entered upon the office of chief pontiff, he fo- 
leinnly -declared, he took upon him chat dignity in order •to 
preferve his hands unJefiled, and pure from the (bedding of 
blood ; and truly from that time he nevtfi wasaccelibry to any 
man’s death, though heimight have ext r red his revenge with 
^reat jufiice ; but, however provoked, he Kared the criminals, 
declaring, that he had rather die himfclf, tmn put another to 
Wae/g- death. Of this his great clemency he gave tlie tfol lowing in- 
(lance : Two patricians, having confpired againft him, were 
difeovered, conviAed, and fentenced to death, by the fenate. 
But the good-natured ^mperor freely forgave them, admonifh- 
ing them only in private, that in vain they afpired to the em- 
pire, which was given by deftiny, exhorting them to be fatif- 
fied with the rank in which by Providence they had been 
placed, and offering them any thing elfe which it was in his 
power to grant. At the fame time he difpatched a mi fTcnger 
to the mother of one of them, who was then at a great di- 
ilance, and under deep concert! about the fate of her Ton, to 
allure her, that her fon was not only alive, but out of dan- 
ger. He invited them the fame night to his table ; and, hav- 
ing the next day placed them by him at a (hew of gladiators, 
when the weapons of the combatants were, according to cu- 
fiom, prefented to him, he defired them to furvey them 
Jbolijhts The law of majefiy he utterly abrogated, and would notfuf- 
ihg lanv of any perfon to be profscuted for fpeaking difrefpedlfully of 
himfelf, or the other emperors his predecellbrs ; faymg, “ If 
‘‘ they blacken my character undcfervedly, they ought rather 
** to be pitied than punifhed ; if defcrvedly, it would be a 
crying piece of injufticc to punifh them for fpeaking truth. 
As for my predccefTors, if they are truly gods, they are in 
a condkion to revenge, when they think fit, the injuries 
** done them, and* (land in no need of my affifiance and 
power*.” The accufers were the only perfons againft whom 
proceeded with unrelenting feverity, caufing them to ba 

^ Suet. c. g. ^ Dio, I Ivui. p, 354, . 

publicly 
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publicly whipped, to be expofed to open view, and to th^ nvards thi 
infults of the populace in the forum, the amphitheatre, and informers^ 
the circus, and then to be either fold for flaves, or baniOied to 
defert iflands In ihort, he was a prince, according to Sue- 
tonlus^ in whom all virtues centred, without the allay of one 
iingle vice. 

Towards the end of the year 79. of the Chriftian «ra, 
and fifft of Tituses Campania was alarmed with a moft A dread* 

^eadful and 9^ofl incredible eruption of mount p'efuvius^f^} 
which Jalif wafte the country to a great diifancc, and utterly 
confiimed a great n^ny cities with their inhabitants, and, Vc- 
among the reft, Pompeii and Herculaniim. The former had 
fuffered much by an eaffjiquake in the year 63. of the Chri- 
ftian aera ; but had been rebuilt, and embellifhed with feveral 
fla* ely cclirices, efpcc^Ily a theatre, in which tlie people were 
ailc'fiibltcl, and inteiX upon the public (hews, when the city 
WrfS fw.illowed u|yby an earthquake, which attended the 
eruption of the flyncs from the mountiiin. The cities of Pu- 
teoU and Cio^i.c v/cre greatly damaged, partly by the earth- 
quake, partly by tne burning allies ; w'hich, if the antients 
arc to be credited, j cached Africa^ Syria ^ and at 

Rome turned fuddenly, to the great terror of the inhabitantSf 
day into ^ight. Pliny the elder, who Vas then at Mifenum^ 
where he commanded the fleet riding there, having difeovered 
this cloud on the firtt of November^ and not yet knowing 
whence it ifTued, went immediately on board one of the gal- 
lics, and failed towards mount Vefuvius, He was foon met 
by great numbers of perfons, who, in fmall boats, were flying 
from the dreadful conflagratioi^; but iieverthelefs, prompted 
by his curiofity, he purfued his courfe, though ftoncs, aihes, 
and earth, began alicady to fhower down upon his veflcl ; 
hay, we are toid, that, to his great furprize, he found a new 
cape formed by the earth, and huge ftones thrown out by the 
mountain. However, he proceeded with great intrepidity i 
dnd, reaching Stahia<i between Pompeii and Surrentum^ though 
the inhabitants had all abandoned the place, palicd the night 
there, the better to obferve, during the darknefs, the moun- 
tain, which feemed all on a blaze. I'he fame niglit a dread- 
ful earthquake happened at Stahia^ and fuch an huge quantity 
of ftones fell, that Pliny rtfolvcd to put to fca, but was pre- 
vented by contrary winds. At length the fire approaching, 
he attempted to fave himfelf by flight ; but, though (upported 
by two of his domeftics, he foon fell, fuffocaCed, as is fup-^pliny 
pofed, by the thicknefs of the air, and the infupportableftench the elder* 
pf fulphur. His body was found three days after, and interred 


* Suet. c. 10. 
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by his nephew TUny the younger, who was then at 
and narrowly efcaped the fa're fate, as he himfelf relates at 
large in his tpilUes u. In this calamity the poet Cejius.^a^t 
was confumed, with his houfe, by the flames } and likewffe 
Jgrippa the fon of Claudius Felix^ formerly governor of 7 «- 
daay and of Dritfilla daughter to JJgrippa the laft king of the i 
w. This is the firft eruption of mount Vefuvius we fincl 
mentioned in hiftoiy. 

AgricolaV 'Fiie lame year Tiius afTumed the title of ciSlJ)crq|^ith tHfe ' 
ficond ufual iblcmiiity, on account of the advantages whi^h the 
campaign brave Jgricola had gained in Britain during h:» lecond cam- j 
Britain, paign in th^^t ifland. The >ear, Titus^ now coiiful 

the eighth time, with his brother D^itiany the I'cventh, gJve I 
many remarLable inftanccs of his humanity and good-nature, 
Titus re- in repairing, at his own expence, the %>fles which the un- - 
pain the happy inhabitants of Camfania had fufFereiiby the late eruption | 
damages of mount Vtfuvius, He fent into Campl^a two confulars, 
done hythe with large fums, to be employed in rebuildmg the cities which | 
eruption of hid been overturned ; and applied to the reliei^of the poor * 
mount Ve- fuffcreis the goods and eftates of fuch as had perifhed on this 
fuvias. occafion, and left no heits ; nay, went in perfon into Cam- | 
paniay and with his«own hand diftributed immenfe fums 
anion:* thofe who feemed moft worthy of his coinT^affion *. 
While he wi? in Campania y a dreadful fire broke out mRomcy ■ 
whi: h hC :‘A thiec cia;..s and as many nights, and reduced to , 
afhes a gieat many piivate and public buildings, the library of 1 
with all the books lodged in it, great part of the 
andhya the theatre of Pompeyy &c. T/to was no fooner in- 

formed of this calamity, than •’he haftened back to the city, 
Rome. publkly declared, that the whole lofs fbould fall upon him ; 

and that, at his own charge, he would repair the damage fulFer^ 
by particulars. He was as good as his word ; for, though many 
cities, and foreign princes, by whom he was no lefs beloved 
than by the Romans j offered to bear their (hare in the expence, 
he could not by any means be prevailed upon to accept their 
offers, as Nero had done on the like occafion ; but chofe ra-. 
thcr to fell even the ornaments and furniture of his ^own pa- 
lace and country-houfes, in order to raife money wherewith 
to defray the immenfe charges he was at in rebuilding the 
tenoples, the public edifices, and the dwellings of particulars. 
This conflagration was followed by the moft dreadful plague 
that had tver .raged in Rome, Dio CaJJius aferibes its rife to 
the afhes of moufit Vefuviusy which had covered the country 
all round to a great diftance 

« Plin. 1 . vi. epift. i6. 20. ^ Joseph. anti^iKxx. e. 5. 

* Suet. c. 8. ^ Dio,l.lxvi. p. 756. 

Titus 
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Titus left no remedy, human or divine, unattempted, to Exerts his. 
abate the malignity of the diftemper ; exerting at th^good-ua- 
fiune time all the care and regard of a prince, all the tender- du* 
nefs and compaifion of a father; comforting thediftre/Ted mul- ring a 
titude with his edicts, and relieving* them with large and/^^^«^^ 
daily bounties^. Towards the end of this year he finifned the 
fan^ous amphitheatre, which is elegantly defcribed by Martially Finijhes 
yJho Ilkewife mentions the baths that were ended about the amphU 
fame time (lO- The emperor Titus^ in his eighth conful- 
fflip, and ^onre^hently this year, repaired feme antientaque- 4 

du^s, and at a vaft expence paved with large ftones the road 
from Rome to Artminum^ crofs the Apennines^ where is ftill 
to be feen, not far from the prefent city of FoJJhmbronc^ an go 
huge rock cut through oh this occafion ^ 


The next confuls were Sex. Annius Sihanns and T. Annius 


830. 


Verus Pollio. The »tter is by fome writers luppofcd to be 
the grandfather of emperor M. jfureUus^ who wa*?, accord- 
ing to CapitolinusJtrdikd by Vefpajian to the rank of a patri- 
cian, difearged twice the office of conful, and governed Ro?ne 
with general Tatisfaftion. This year the fenate, not out of 
flattery, but a fenfe of gratitude, conferred new honours upon 
Titus, What honours thefe were, we are no-where told ; “A* 

but the good emperor lived not to t^ijoy them, being fud-^* ^ 
denly fiiatched away, to the inexpreffible grief of the 
Roman people. Suetomus tells us, that he exhibited certain 
(hews (during which he (bed many tears in the prcferice of the 
multitude), and retired, as foon as they veeie over, into the 
country of the Sabines^ greatly grieved, bccaufe the vidlim, 
while he was facrilicing, hdd broken ioofc ; and a dreadful clap 
of thunder had been heard, though the day was quite bright, 
and not a cloud to be feen. The firft night he lay out of FtokeniU^ 
Rome^ he was feized with a burning fever ; but ncverthelefs ^^^dlcanjct 
purfued his journey in a litter, being defirous to end his daj s 


* Dio, l.lxvi. p 756. Suet. 
cpigr. 1. ^ OiMurn. in fail, j 

(R) The amphitheatre, where- 
of the ftately remains arc fiiii to 
be feen, had been begun by Vef- 
pafiarifTLiid ftood,as wc learn from 
Dio CaJJiuiy in the midll of the 
city, though its ruins lie in the 
outlkirts of modern Rome. Titus^ 
when he dedicated, according to 


c, 8. ® Mart. Iib. de fptft. 

I. 210. Goltz. p. 56. 

cuftom, that noble and {lately 
edifice, exhibited moil magnifi- 
cent fliew'b, wftich laltedan iijn- 
dred days, and raifed the fpirirs 
of the people ready to link under 
the calamities they had fufFered 
( 6 ). 


(6) D/'tfj p, 757. Man. Ve^pr mriment. ^uguf. lapid. 35. 
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in the fame houfc where his father died (S). Having with 
Ws dtath.mwch ado reached Cutylia:^ his paternal eftate, he expired 
Ycaro£ there foon after Ins aiiival, on the thirteenth of Stpiember^ ih 
the flood the forty-firit year of his age, after having reigned two years^ 
2431. two months, and twenty days (!'). He far excelled, in the 
Bef. Chr. opinion of the anticnts, all his predecefl’ors, even Vefpafiad 
himfelf, in every virtue becoming a prince ; and was equaled. by 
Ox of his fucceilors. He knew no purpofe of being higher 

3 *- than otheis, but to do good to all. He was^^ftranger to ^11 
P^i'^de and oflentaiion, choofmg to live with iiis pwple rather 
^ father with his children, than a prince with fubjedb ; 
whence he was deserved Iv filled. The love and delight of human 
kind. What pity that flich princes, fuch friends to the world, 
Luniver^^^^ protedors of mankind, fhouM ever die! His death was 
Jallyla- no fooncr known, than a gcncial fadn^^s, an univerfal con7 
mnted, fternation, appeared in Romi,, which il a Ihort time fpread 
all over tlic provinces, n' liie moft diflan^ounds of the em- 
pile. I'he feiiatois, witiiout being fumnnvneJ according to 
cuflom, haflencd to the palace ; and, having caufed the doors 
of the chapd, whcic they met, to be fliut for a while, in 
order to indulge thiir grief, they opened them 'apyiin, and, in 
the prtfence ui'the multitude, heaped more piaifes upon him 
after his death, than they had ever done while he live^l amongfl 
them ; a plain proof of (he finceiity of their eKcem and af- 
fedlion. Domitian caufed him to be ranked among the gods, 
and was the iirll who paid him divine honours ; but at the 

fame 


(S) We are told, that, finding 
himfelf on the road greatly indif- 
pofed, and not doubting but his 
end approached, he lifted up his 
eyes and hands to heaven, com- 
plaining, that he was thus to be 
cut oil in the v igour of his age, 
when, during the whole courJ'c 
of his Iiff, he had been guilty of 
one adion ouly, which feemed 
to reijuire repentance. What 
adion tliiit w .li, he did not de- 
clare ; but iJ/o »s of opi- 

nion, tliac It i.'is ireeiy ibr- 
giving his bi iti. T 
had u ' .pir:*d iigainll f.i.n, wi.en, 
by infliding iijun him the de* 
ferved puniflimeiit, he might have 

(-') Djo, I htvi. f, 758, 


prevented the many evils and ca-i 
lamities which the e;cellcnt em- 
peror was well apprifed his bro- 
ther, w^hen invellud with the fove- 
reignty, would bring upon the 
flatc (7). Others think, that the 
criminal convcrfation he was laid 
to have, h.id with his brother’s 
wife, oecuried then to his me- 
mory. But Suetonius dears him 
fioni this jfperfion, uporl the lo- 
k’lnn protcllation of Domitia 
heifclf, wiio, liad the charge been 
tiue, would Lave lather gloried 
m It, a. Ihc did in all other 
c^lmc^, than clLnit-d It (8), 

(T) Philojhatus tells us, that 
he was poifoned by ins brother 

( 8 } Suet, 

Donti-^ 
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Ame tmie ftudied^ both in private and in public, io revile hisi 
memory, and lefieil the efteem and veneration which all or- 
' ders of men had for fo vtrorthy and deferving a prince Titus 
left only one daughter, named yuUa Sabina y of whom we 
fhall have occafion to fpealc in the following reign. 

TiTtrs was fucceeded by his brother Domitiany who, virith- Domitian 
out kafft oppofitton Or contradii^ion, was immediately ac- acknow- 
kitd^ij|||||ed emperor, not\^ith{landing the bad opinion which 
m£l%^l^tained of him. He was born on the twenty-fourth/^^'’* 
o£ tUS’^ear 51. of the Chriftian aera, his fadiec 
being then conful eled^, and appointed todifcharge thatoiEcd 
thp month following. He is ftiled, on feveral medals, which 
have reached our times, Titus Flavius Sahinus Domitia* 
nus d* He pafled his youth in great poverty, and is faid to 
have been a pathic to Nerva^ wlio fucceeded him, for hire, 
and likewifc to one Cl^'ius Pollioy formerly praetor, who kept 
a note, under Demitiars own hand, which he bound him- 
fclf, for a Aim of myney, to comply, when required, with 
his lewd and unnaU'ial dehres. He did not apply himfclf, 
from his tendei^J^rs, to the ftudy of hifiory, poetry, elo- t| 
queiice, or ai;y other libcml art or fcier.ee : hence in all his 
fpecches and harangues h** made ufe of the eloquence of others. 

He took great deRght in archery, in whicji he was fo wonder- His eda- 
fully expert, •that lie vras frequently feen to fhiot a great rum- cathn. 
her of arrows between the Angers of one of his doineftics, 
whom he placed at a great diflance v/ith his hand expanded, 
telling before, between which Angeis the arrow would pr.A, 
and never milling his aim He wms naturally cruel, 
cious, and addicted to revenge ; greedy ol honours, but im 
patient of tnc Icaft toil or labour •, afiVA-jd the reputation of 
a brave commander, hut carefully avoid':! 1 expofmg himfclf to ^ • 
any danger. t)uetomu> thinks, that Jiis cruelty v/as chiefly oc 
canoned by his tiinorovifners, ijid no- way natural to him. De- 

« Suet, w jpomit. ' ** (joct?. p. 58.. Soet, d i; 

« Suet. c. 19. 

- Dmiiian (()), PlutanlvScrih^^ brother, caufed the room to be 
Jiis death to the immoderate ufe cleared before lie was dead, or- . 
of baths ( 1 ) i and adds, that one dering all thofe, who could afford 
Reguiuty who, out of coinplai- him any a iiillaiice, to withdraw ; 
fance, ufed to bathe with him, but that writer doei* not charge 
died of an apoplexy. Suetonius Domittan with any ochenkind of ' 
writes, tlax Domitian, who had violence (2). «, 
ever fought the dcUrudion of his 

^S’Pbilc/trat, Vit, vi. f» 14. (0 u'e/ar.;:, p. 4. 

(zf^aet, in Dmitt 
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ins at Rom when his father alTumed the title of eltiperot, f 7 - 
idlius placed guards about him ; but he might neverthelefs 
have eafily efcaptd, feveral meiTengers having, by various dif- 
guifes and ihifts, reached him from Antonias Primus y and 
ihewed him from what place he might fly, and upon' what 
guard and focurity depend ; nay, even thufe who guarded 
him, oflcred themfelves for companions of his flight } but he^ 
apprehending from thence, that they defigned to betrajThim, 
could not by any means be prevailed upon to make his efcape 
Upon the burning of thecapitol, whither k^adiad retired with 
his uncle Sabinus^ he concealed liimfelf in the reffim of one of 
the minifters of the temple ; and the next morning was con- 
veyed, by his freedman, beyond the Tiber j in tlie difguife of 
one of the priefls of Ifis. « • 

Is faluud When Prunes had made hlmfelf mafler of the city, and 
Caefar. ^11 apprthenJions of hoflility had ceafec , he difeovered himfelf 
to his father’s generals ^ and was, by ^the foldiers thronging 
about him, falutcd b . which tit^? was confirmed to 

him the day following by the fenat'**^ 1* that time, to the 

arrival of nis fathci, he bore the chief in Romo % but 
gave no attention to the cares of government, abandoning 
himfelf to all manner of voluptuoufnefs, and making ufe of 
his power only to indulge his vicious inclinations with more 
liberty. He took ^Domitta Longina^ the daughter of the 
famous Domitius Corbuloj from her husband L, Ailius Lamia^ 
inariied her Tome time after, and had a Ton by her, who 
was honouied with the title of Cafar^ but died an infant, and 
was, by Domiiian^ ranked among the gods ** (U), 

He re» In iJie beginning of his father’s reign, being jealous of the 
Johes to glory which his brother Jiad acquiied in the 'JewiJh war, 
head the refolved to go into Gauly and take upon him the com- 
army a' army which Was employed againft Civilis* 

did all that lay in his power to divert him, as be 

^ Tacit, hid. I. iii. c. 59. 8 Idem, c. 74. ** Suet. 

c. iii. Sr AN II. p. 650. 


(U) That he had other chil- 
dren, tho' not mentioned by any 
hiftorian, appears from the epi- 
taph of one P/er/uSf ftill to be 
feen at Roane, who is Ailed /be 
emperor s freedman, and pre- 
ceptor to his children. The mo- 
nument was raifea by Flavia 


Nicea, wife to Pierius, with the 
permiflion, as is exprefled in the 
infeription, of Hermas, the chief 
freedman of Domitia Augufia ; 
for with this title Domitius ho- 
noured his wife Domitia Longina^ 
in the fecond year of his 
reign (3). 


was 


(3) t'iM Spad\ 12. Stf Surf. r. 
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was quite unexperienced in military afiairs, from fuch a re* 
folution : but Damitian continuing obftinately bent upon that 
expedition, Mucianus refolved to attend him, in order to 
check hb ardour ; following the impetuofity of his age, 
and inftigated by evil counfellors, were he once mafter of an 
army, he might difconccrt all meafures, whether for peace 
or war. After many procraftinations and delays, they both 
fet^t at length ; but received, ere they reached the Alps^ 
tidings of the defeat of the Treverians, Hereupon Mucianus 
dcoiimunicated, ac^no more than his own fentiments upon tlie 
prefent occauon, what he had long propofed and concealed ; 
to wit, that fince, by the favour of the g^s, the forces of the 
enemy were broken, with an ill grace would Dcfnitian pro- 
ceed f now the war was ni^jh concluded, and rob another of 
|he whole glory. He added, that, were the empire threatened 
with danger, it bchov d the emperor’s fon to venture his 
perfon in battle ; but o contend with the Cunmefates and 
Batavians, was beneath him. Let Domitian, continued he, 
retire to Lyons, ar . frorr thence difplay the power and for- 
tune of the emp-Wat hand ; neither engaging in fmall ha- 
zards, nor failing to meet fuch as are greater. Thus 

prevailed upon him to retire to 2 -yowf. From thence//^ at- 
Domitian was believed to have tried, by fecret interagents, xo tempts t 9 
corrupt thet fidelity of Cerealis^ and to have propofed, 
thcr he would commit to him the army and empire, if he Cereals, 
came in perfon. It remained uncertain, what defigns he 
foifered \ whether he meditated a war againfl his father, or 
intended to arm himfelf with power and forces againft his 
brother ; for Cerealis, by fcveral evafions, eluded his fuit, as 
that of one, who, with a childid. foirdnefs, longed for things 
to which he was not equal. 

Domitian, perceiving that Cerealis defpifeJ his youth, 
rclinquifhed all functions of government, even the fmalleft ; 
and, burying himfelf' in folitude, feigned a zeal for learning, Retires, 
cfpecially for poetry; thence to conceal his ambition, and and /ei/rs 
other paflions, and to cfcape tlie jealoufy of his broth:;r i (W). a love for 
But, while he pretended to place his whole dedight in lludy, learning 

poetry. 

* Tacit, hift. Liv. c, 86. 

(W) Some writers tell us, have admired his poetical com- 
that, on this occafion, he applied pofitions (4), and likewife ^in- 
himfelf in earneft fb fjie ftudy of tilian 15); for both cry them 
poetry, and with wonderful fuc- up ; not throogh flattery, fays 
cefe. Pliny the elder feems to Vojpus, as is maniielt from the 

(4) P/m, in pTicfat, (5) S^intil, /. jc. r. i. 

VoL. XV. E tranflation 
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and ai^Aed a fondnefs for foiitude, the king of the P&rthlM 
V hiving demanded fuccours againft the Alani^ as we have 
hinted above, he earneftly folicited his father for the com- 
mand of thofe troops \ and, when he found the emperor no- 
way inclined to affift the ParthianSy he applied to the eaftcrn 
princes, fohciiing them with promifcs and prefents to dcfire 
fupp'.ies, and himl'clf to lead them. But Vefpafian was too 
wel. acquciinted uiih his views and temper, to truflp him 
Has fame vvith the command of an army. Upon the death of his 
thoughts of he deJioeiated a long time .witb^puKimfelf, whether 

ri'volting, fhould openly revolt, and tempt (he fidelit3^of the prae- 
torian guards, by offering them a larger donative than his 
brother had promifed them ; but, his courage failing him, 
he bore no other title, during thq,reign of Titus^ but that of 
Csfar prince of the Roman yevih ; a title now peculiar to tl\e 
prefumptive heir to the empire fk.s brother no fooiier ex- 
pired, than he haften^ to Pome ; anV iepairing to the camp 
of the p.setorian guards, was there, dv the loldiery, after 
having piomifed them the ufuaL doiia^iye, faluted emperor. 
At the fame time he affumed, as appears 5 fcvcral aniieiU 
infciiptions, all the other titles annexed to the fovereignty, 
which other emperors had taken fucceflively * (X 

Domitian, now invtfled with the fovereign power, 
which he had long and impatiently coveted, tMTformed, in 
the firft place, tiie obfequies of the dcceafed emperor, and 
pronounced himfclf his funeral oration, with art affedfed 
concein, bewailing the lofs of a brother fo dear to him, and 
by whom lie was fo tenderly beloved ; but that his grief was 


^ Su£T. c. 2, Onuph, in/aft. p. 210. * Idem ibid. 


tranftation of Jratus^ which has 
readied us, and was, without all 
doubt, done by Domitian (6). 
La£ia?itius afcribes to him the 
learned comment on that tranf- 
lation (7} ; but VoJJius is of a 
different opinion (8,1. Valerius 
FlaccHs the poet, who flouri(hed 
under Vefpafian^ fpeaks of a 
poem, written by Domitian^ on 
the caking of Jcrufaltm by 
Titus (9), He likewife wrote 
a book in proie, about the 
means of prefeiving the hair. 


which is quoted by Suetonius ( 1 
(X) Some medals, which 
have reached our times, give us 
room to fuppofe, that, in the 
firft year of his reign, he took 
upon him the title of German 
uicus^ probably on account of his 
journey to Lyons., during the re- 
volt of the Gauls and Batamians ; 
for we know of no other expe- 
dition, which could give him, 
however vain and ambitious, the 
leaff colour for aifuming that fur- 
name or title [2). 


Vujf. poet, hat, e. 3. (7) La"!, /, i. c, *2. (8) lift, LaU 

p. 1 15. (9) Val.Flac. /. ii, ver, 12, (ij Suet, tf. (2) Vide 

Miragi numif. p, 131, rja* 

only 
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only alTuined, he foon made appear, by publicly reviling the 
memory of that excellent prince, by blaming his conduct, and tht memory 
perfecuting |11 thofe whom he had diftmgui&ed with parti- 
cular marks of his favour ; nay, he openly declared in the 
fenate, that to him both his father and brother were indebted 
for the empire ; and that they had only reftored to him what 
waa his own gift. However, in the beginiiing of his reign, ^ 
he ftudied to gain the afFedfions of his people, by a con- 
^ dydl worthy ^pf a great prince, difguifing his vices, and af- heginninp 
feding the ^polite virtues. He fhewed fuch an ai)horrcnce to hij * 
to all manner of cruelty, that he once rcfoivcd, by an exprefs reign, 
edia, to forbid the facrificing of oxen, or any living crea- 
ture^ He was fo far from betraying any byas to avarice, 
that, on the contrary, he gave daily inftances of a temper 
truly princely and mvniheent, prefenting his oilicers and mi- 
nifters with large |fu ns, in order to raife *thcm above the 
temptation of acc'lmulating wealth •by methods fordid and 
mean. He could Vpt he prevailed upon to accept fuch 
inheritances a‘s^;';^^ic^ him by perfons who had children : 
and becaufe one Rufeius Capio^ by his will, obliged his heir 
to pay a certain fum to every new fenator, he declared the 
will void, and would not fuffer it to be executed to the pre- 
judice of h^ own children. All debts above five years ftand- 
ing, which were owing to the exchequer, he freely forgave ; 
and, after the divifion of lands amongfi the veterans, reltorcd 
the remainder to the antienc proprietors, tho* he might, after 
the example of other emperors, have appropriated it tohim- 
felf. He forbad, on pain of baniniment, all the officers of the 
treafury to fue any one for deb^ that were not clear and un- 
doubted He confirmed at once, as Titus had done, all the 
grants made by his predecefibrs, increafed the pay of the 
loldiers, and fiiiilVied, at an iinmenfe charge, all the public 
buildings, which had been begun by Titus, 

Plutarch tells us, that he expended above twelve thou- Hismagni^ 
fand tilents only in the gilding ot the capitol ; and that m 

verthelefs each hiall and gallery of his own paUce far excelled 
that ftately temple in magnificence I'o the antient edi- buildings, 
fices, which he either repaired or built, he added an incredi- 
ble number of new ones ; having a great paflion for building, 
and feeming dciirous, as Plutarch exprefl'es it®, to change 
every thing into ftones and gold. He was affiduous, and 
quite unbyafed, in the adminiltration of jufiice ; puniihed, with 
the utmoft fevcrii^, fuch judges as were corwi£ted ot living 
received bribes ; and kept the magifirates of the city, as well 
as the governors of the provinces, in fuch awe, that they were 

^ Suet, • ?lvt. vlt. PubliCi Idem ibid* 
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nevd? known to have behaved with fo much modefty as in his 
time \ tho\ after his di'ath, many of them abandoned them- 
felves, as Suetonius informs us, to all manner of rapine 'and 
extortion Thn* after his acceilion to the empire he ut- 
terly neglected all kind of literature, and was never known 
to have p^rufed any book, except the memoirs of Tiberius^ 
Repairs yet he repaired the libraries which had been burnt in his bro- 
tbe public ther’s reign i procuring copies of fuch as had been confumed 
libraries, flames, and fending perfons to Alexandrteu to tranferibe 

thofe that were lodged in that famous library q/%\uthors ob- 
ferve, as a thing very remarkable in Domitian^ that, in the 
beginning of his reign, he ufed to retire every day, for fome 
time, into his room, where h^s whole employment was to 
catch flics, and pierce them with a (harp bodkin; which 
cuftom gave occafion to ribim Prifeu^, when he was asked, 
whether any-hody was with the empero-, to anfwcr plea- 
fantly, Kot fo much as A fy^, i 

Domitian, in the firlt year of Jiis re»'^n, took upon him, 
as other emperors had done, the conlyl^xf i; ’^ity ; and chofe 
for his collegue T^itus Flamus Sabtnusy his coufin-german, 
the fon of Flavius Sabinus governor of Rome^ who was put 
to death in the reign of Pitellius^ as we have related above. 
The emperor refigned the fafees on the thirteenth of January ; 
but to whom, we are no-where told ; and affumed the title 
of cenfor ; which office he difeharged with great applaufe^ 
reftraining, with feveral edidts, the licentioufnefs, which gc- 
FnaSls ft- nerally prevailed amongfl all ranks of men. He enadf ed feverc 
•veral Jaws againft the authors of fuch writings as any-way re- 
wbolfome fleeted on perfons of diflinftion ; degraded a fenator, by 
iansjs. name Cacilius RuJinuSy for no other reafon, but becaufe he 
took gieat delight in dancing. From fuch women as led 
fcandalous lives, he took away the privilege of being carried 
in litters, and declared them incapable of enjoying legacies 
or inheritances. He ifruck a Roman knight out of the lift 
of judges, for taking his wife again, after he had divorced 
hei for adultery. One of his freedmen having eredfed a monu- 
ment for his fon, with the ftones which were defigned for the 
temple of Jupiter Capitolinus^ he caufed it to 'be demolifhed, 
and the bones and afhes of the deceafed to be thrown 
into the fca. He would not fufFer the comedians and panto- 
mimes to adt on the public ffage ; but confined them to 
private houfes and gardens. Many perfons, of both fexes^ 
convidied of adultery, he punifhed with deUth, *• Thefe 

P Suet. c. 8. ^ Idem, c. 20. ** Idem, c. 3. Aur. Vict. 

Bio, 1. Ixvii. p. 766. * Suet. c. 7, 8. Bio, p. 765. Plin. 

panegyr. ZqUar. p. 197. • 

7 iegulationa. 
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regulations, and afts of juftice, were received with great 
applaufe i but the death of Flavius Sabinusy which happened Pla- 
in the end of this, or the beginning of the following year, Sibi- 

occailoned an univerfal dread in the city ; for the emperor, 
without any regard to his own blood, caufed him lo be 
alTafEnated, for no crime of his own, but only becaufe the 
paBlic crier had, by miflalce, inflead of conful, proclaimed 
him emperor in the afl’embly of the people ^ Sabirths bad 
• married Jul;%y she daughter of the emperor Titus ; which 
marriage proved the*fource of jedloufy, if Philo- 

Jlratus is to be credited and the chief caufe of Sahinus^ 
death. 

Domitian, in the fecttnd year of his reign, undertook an Domitian 
expedition againft the Cattansy whom Tacitus deferibes attacks the 
the moft polite and ^oft warlike nation Z)^- Cattans, 

mitian attacked tlem without the leaft provocation, ^n^andforhis 
while they were! quite unpreparetf for war ; laid walle *»ock.yic- 
part of their countV-v ^ fmall number of pcafants pri- 
foners, and tI-fL.f;'*^upon advice that the enemy were drawing 
their forces together, haftened back, and returned to Po/ue ^ 
with all the pomp and parade of a conqueror w. The feaate, V 

for this pretended victory, decreed hiiy a triumph ; in which thc*^^Jiood 
were led before his chariot great numbers of flaves, by ^ibn^* 
bought, and attired like Gentians^ On occafioii of this mock- Of Clirill 
vi£fcory he promifed to increafe the pay of the foldiers ; but, 
not^ having wherewith to difeharge his promife, and at the Of Rome 
fame time fupply his other extravagances, he foon after be- 853. 
took himfelf to all manner of rapine and viokiice. Prom 
this time forward Domitian conffantly wore in the feiiate, 
and at all public aHciiiblies, the triumphal robe 

In the mean time having intirely reduced /?//- 

iaitiy acquainted Domitian, by Ictteis, with the futcefs 
that bad attended his arms there. I'he account he con- 
veyed to him was plain and modeft, w'itliuul oflcntrtlion, 
or any pomp of words. I'he emperor retcrvtd it with Oomitian 
joy in his countenance, but with anguiQi in his heait \ is flung 
being well apprifed, that his late mock-triumph over the 
Germans was held in public derlfion ; whereas, now, a true at the 
and mighty vidory, gained by the ll.ughter of fo nuny f>f 
thoufands of the enemy, was evcry-wherc founded by the Agncolab 
voice of fame, and received with univerfal applaufe. He 
could not brook,^ that the name of a private man fhould 
be exalted above that of the prince : to ihe emperor alone, 

*SuET. c. ro. ** Phjlostrat. vit. Apoll. Ty. I. vii. c. 3; 

^Idem, 1 . Ixvii. p. 760. ^ Idem ibid. Suet. c. 12. Zonar. 

P-«96- 


he 



5 + 


Roman B. III.' 

be thought, properly appertained the glory and renown 
of being a great general. Tortured with thefe anxious 
thou^ts^ and indulging his humour of being (hut up in 
fccret, a certain indication, that he was meditating fome 
biqody defign, he at laft judged it the bed courfe, upon this 
occafion, to fmother his rancour, till the fame of thefe 
conquefts, and the affection of the army to Agricala^ were 
fomewhat abated. 

Yet caufes ihcrctore he caufed to be decreed *^;,^the fenale 

triumphal triumphal ornaments, a ftatue crowned with laurel, 
honours to and whatever elfe is beftowed infiead of a real triumph ; 
be decreed heightening thefe honours with many expreffions full of 
to htm, edeem and refpe^t ; but, in ' the* mean time, he refolved 
.to rccal him : and that this might not be aferibed to jea- 
tie reeals envy,, he caufed a report \o be fpread abroad, 

that to jd^ricola dedined the province of Syria^ a 

government then vacant by the death ,f Atilius Rufus^ a 
man of confuLr dignity ; fince referved only 

for perions of the fird rank. There many who 

believed, that an imperial freedman, one much truded 
with the fccrct defigns of his mader, was by him difpatched 
to carry the indrumept appointing Agricola governor of Byria^ 
with orders to deliver it to him, were he dill in Britain (for 
he had already named him a fucceilbi ) ; that the freedman 
met Agricola croiliiig the chanel, and, without fo much as 
fpeaking to him, leturned diredly to Domitian, Whether 
this account be true, or only a fiction, framed in conformity 
to the charudter and genius of Doffiitian, is, according to 
Tacitus y uncertain. Agricola had already furrendred to his 
fucceftor, Ballujlius SecunduSy the province now fet- 

tlvd in perfe<Sl peace and tranquillity. To avoid all popular 
didindlion, and concourfe of people to meet him, he en- 
tered Ro?ne by nijjht, and by night went, as he was diredfed, 
to the palace ; where he was received by the emperor with a 
fliort embrace, without a word faid ; and then pafTed undi- 
itiiiguinicd amongft the croud ot courtiers. 

From this time forward, to lefTcn the reputation he had 
acquired of a military man, and a gallant commander, a name 
ever d.ftaftctiil to thofe who live themfLlves in idlcnefs, he 
A»»ricola rciigned hiinfclf iniircly toinadlivity and repofe. In his drefs 
leads a re~ he was modcfl ; in his converfation affable and free, and 
tire^ life, tiever found accompanied by more than on,?, or at moft two 
of hh friends ; infcmuch that many, cfpeciaJly fuch as judge 
of great men from their retinue and parade, when they beheld 
and obferved Agricola^ could not conceive whence proceeded 
his migiity fame j and indeed few there were, who could 
account for the motives of bis condutSt. Notwi^hflanding 
the retired life he led, he W4S frequently accufed in his ab- 

fence 
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^ence before Demitiany and as often in his abfence acquitted. 

What threatened his life was no crime of his, nor complaint 
of any particular for injuries received, nor any thing elfe, 
fave the glorious charadler of the man, and the perverfe dif- 
pofition of the emperor, hating all excellence, and every vir- 
With thefe caufes concurred the worff fort of enemies, 
fpeh as extolled him, in order to deilroy him. Befides, fuch 
times afterwards enfued, as would not fufFer the name of 
* Agricola to«.«;1ma1n unmentioned; fo that he was in conftant 
danger of being facrificed to the jealoufy of the emperor, but 
neverthelefs lived nine years longer r ; whence we lhall have 
occafion to fpeak of him again in this reign. Domitian 

The fame year CariHineruSy king of the Cherufeans^ Tiuwwilling 
German nztiont being^riven out by the Cattam^ beesufe 
had fubmitted to the Romans^ and delivered hoftages to'*.® 
them, had recourfe to Domitian jpr afliflance. But thc^'^ 
emperor, not carirV to engage in a war with that fierce na- 
tion, contented vvfth conveying to his friend and ally 

a fum of money, inftead of froops, which, he faid, he could 
not at that jun^urc well fpare About the fame time one 
Ganda^ a German virgin, and prophetefs, and revered in Ger- 
many as a deity, arrived at Rome ; and^ being there well re- 
ceived by bomitian^ after fome private conferences with him, 
returned to her own country a. 

The year following Domitian was conful the eleventh 
time ; and had for his collegue one Fulvius^ whom Onu- 
fhrius takes to be T. Aurelius Fulviusy or Fulvus^ the 
grandfather of Titus Antoninus, He was a native of 'Ntfmesy 
twice conful, and governor Cj^Rome, This year Domitian 
took the title of emperor four times ; but for what vidlo- 
ries we find no-where recorded. We read indeed in Dio 


CaffmSy that the Suevians and Lygiansy whom that writer 
places in MasfiOy folicited Domitian for fuccours, who fent 
them only an hundred horfemen ; which fo provoked the ^ue- 
SuevianSy that, joining the lazygiansy a people of Sarmatia, 
they advanced, with a dcfign to pafs the Danube ^ and lay^^ ^ 
wafte the Roman territories b. Dio Cajftus docs not acquaint 
us with the ifluc of this bold undertaking ; but TacituSy hav- ^ * 
ing told us in one place, that the Sarsnatians and Suevians 
entered into an alliance againft Rome^y adds in another**, 
that, foon after the return of Agricola out of Britainy the 
Romans loft intire armies in Mcefiay in Dacioy In Ger- 


maey, *and in Pannoniay all by the bad Icondudt of their 
generals, cither altogether cowardly, or fool- hardy. From 


y Tacit, vit. Agric. c. 38—42. * Dio, 1 . Ixvii. p. 760. 

• Idem, p. 761. ^ Idem ibid. ^ Tacit, hift, 1 . i. c. 2. 

^ Tacit. vit. Agr. c. 41. 
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« federal medals it appears, thzt Domitian returned this year 
to Rome from fomc expedition, of which not the lead 
mention is made by the hiftorians : perhaps he marched in 
perfon againft the Suevians and lazygians ; at lead feveral 
medals were damped this year, in memory of a flgnal 
vifiory, real or pretended, gained over the Germans , 
Domitian The emperor, after his return to Romi^ abandoning him,- 
puts many manner of cruelty, caufed the nativity to be cad of 

perjons of iHuftrious perfons in the city, apd plit ri^h of thclh * 

to death, as were fiid, by the aftrologcrs, to be dedined to 
todeat . empire. Mctius Pompojianus^ againd whom fome ill- 
dcfigning perfons tiad, on the fame account, endeavoured in 
vain to dir up the emperor Vejpfiftan^ was on this occalion 
banilhed Italy j and confined to the ifla^nd of Corftca ; where 
he was foon after.^ by Domiilan^s order, put to death. Nerva^ 
who fucceeded him in ^he empire, woulq have fuffered the 
fame doom, had not an adrologer aflured/the emperor, that 
he had no reafon to be afraid o^^ *5tV.> ^w.^^ho could not 
live many days. He encouraged informers more than any 
other prince had done ; tho’ in the beginning of his reign 
he had treated them with great feverity, and folemnly de- 
clared, that he would never give ear to their informations (Y). 

Auth rs obferve, that this year multitudes of fenators 
and knights were accufed of treafon ; and either fentenced 
to death by the feiiate, or ordered by Domitian to difpatch 
tliemlclves. Of ihefe the moft illuftrious was Mlius Lamia^ 
whom he caufed to be publicly executed only for a jeft ; for the 
emperor, wUo, as we have obferved above, had taken away 
his wife, commending one dSiy his vov e. Lamia anfwered, 
Yet^ alas ! 1 muj} be /dent, Civicus Cerealis was murdered 
during his proconfuKhip of Jlfia j under colour, that he de- 
figned to raife difiuibanccs in the ilate, but, in reality, be«^ 

® Vide Birag. numifm. p. 134. & Noris. ep. conful. p. 175. 

fY] Amongfl thc/e, the xnoU mitian (4). Catullus Mejfalinus 
famous were Metius Carus, Ca~ was blind ; but, nevertbelefs, one 
tullus Mejfaltnus^ and Bebius of the moft mifehievous in- 
Maffa, three robbers, as Pliny formers who frequented the 
calls them (3), who enrich^ court: he died about the latter 
themfelves, and the emperor, end of Domitian^s reign ; whence 
with the fpoils of many thou- it is plain, that Catanaus was 
fand illuftrious and innocent per- miftaken in fimpofing him to be 
fons. Carus is oftep, mentioned the fame perfon with Catullus^ 
by the poets Junienal and Mar- governor of Cyrene ; who died, 
iial^ and by Plinyt againft whom according to Jo/ephus^ in the 
he prefented a memorial to Do- reign of Fejpajtan (5). 

(3) Phtt. panegyr, (4) Idem, /. iii. ep. 4. (5) Vide Catan, 

m not, ad Pita. jua. n Jofepb, de hit, Jud. /. vii, ^ 39, 

caufe 
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caufe be hikf accepted the government of ^Jia^ which 
had fallen to him by lot. Hence Agricola^ when to 
his lot the proconfuHhip of Afie or Africa was to fall, 
declined the employment, and prcfcnted a petition to 
the emperor, begging to be excufed. Domitian not only 
gr^qjted him his requeft, but fufFercd himfclf to be on that 
amount prefented with formal thanks. Neither to Agricola 
did he give the falary which was wont to be paid to proconfuls, 

•anS which Iv^hirhfelf.had continued to fome. Salvius Coc- 
cianus was put to death for celebrating the birth- day of the 
emperor Otho^ who was his uncle by the father’s fide ; SaU 
lufttus Lucullus^ who had fucce^ded Agricola in the government 
of Britain^ for fufFeringa new kind of lances to be called after 
his own name ; funi^s Rufticus for publilhing a writing in 
commendation of the celebrated Ihrafea^ ^hd of Helvidius 
Prifeus ; Maternus^ a renowned phil%fopher, for having de- 
claimed in public ag^nlf t3^anny and tyran tSc All the pro* 
feffors of philoroph^,!.A.. 4 U every laudable fcieiice, fays Tacitus, 
were expelled, and driven inTo exile ; and, that nothing which 
was worthy and honeft might any-wherc be feen, not only 
againfl; perfons, but againft books, commending virtue or pa- 
triotifm, a^new kind of cruelty was cxrt-tcd ; for, in the fo- 
rum, the works of men famous for their genius and parts were 
publicly burnt 

Every thing gave the jealous tyrant fear and offence. 

TVas a man nobly born, and popular ? he withdrew the af- plof’uhU 
fiedions of the people, rivaled the prince, and threatened a condition 
civil war. Was he afraid of gopukrity, and lived retired r 
he gained fame by (banning it, was (fill an eye-fore, and his 
beft fate was, to leave his country. Was he virtuoui, and 
his life and morals without blame ? he was another Brutus, 
smd, by the purity of his manners, upbraided the vicious beha- 
viour of the emperor. If a man feemed dull and inadfivc, he 
only put on the difguife of (lupidity and (loth, till he found 
room for fome bloody purpofe. If he had a different chura- 
^er, and was a lively and acSbve man, then it was plain he 
did not fo much as feign a defirc of private life and rccefs, 
but avowed a bulfliiig republican fpirit. If he was rich, he 
was too wealthy for a fubjedl ; and great wealth in private 
hands boded ill to princes : if he was poor, he w'as thence the 
more enterprifing and defperate. In (hort, no man cauld pof- 
fefs any advantagc*or quality that rendered Jiim acceptable to 
his fcRow- citizens, and a blef&ng to his country, to his 
friends, or to himfelf, but fuch qu.ility and advantage were 
furc to awaken the jealoufy and vengeance of the tyrant, and 

^ Suet. c. to. Tacit, vii Agr c. 2- 

procure 
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procure his doom. Hence Tacitus^ fpeaWng of thefe unhapp^ 
times ; ** Mighty (f^iys he) was the teftimony which wc 
‘t gave of our patience ; for, as our forefatliers h.id beheld 
‘‘ the ultimate perfe£lion of liberty, fo did we of bondage ; 
“ fince, through dread of informers, we were bereft of the 
common inrercourfe of fpeech. Nay, with our utteran/:e, 
** we had likewife loft our memory, had it been equally in 
“ our power to forget, as to be filent Apaieft the dcfeqcc^ 
of innocence accufed, againft i* -* ft* t»uih and* 

“ juftice, th>: ears of the trr ihut ; but ca- 

“ lumny, whifpered by any informer, had equal weight with 
‘‘ real crimes proved by authentic witnefies.” FalOiood 
** and flaticry (fays Dio Cafftuijl, envy and rapacioufnefs, 
paflVd for evidence ; juftice was ci^nverted in»o cruelty, 
‘‘ and judgmenr'into rage i the tribunals .erc£led for juftice, 
“ and prefervation ofr.ifc and property} were turned into 
fhambles ; and what had the nagies o^pains and penalties, 
Were, in truth, robbery and 

Eneou- Tkp pv-rfons of the accufers were confidered as far red and 
ragg. inviolable 5 tile more they were detefted by the p ibi*c, the 
informers, ii'ore they were protected by the emperor; and, in p oportion 
as they djferved dcaCii and ignominy, had countenance and 
preferment. 'J'heir vilcft forgeries, convi6lcd and owned, 
againft the lives and fortunes of the greateft men, drew down 
Jhandons I’O punifhment upon them K In themidftof his cruelties, he 
htmfelf to abandoned himfelf to all manner of lewdnefs and debauchery^ 
all manner and was on that fcore no lefs infamous than the moft: viciouB 
ofle^'d- of his predeceflbrs. His avarice was equal to his lewdnefs and 
nefs, cruelty ; not that he had any natural bvas to that vice, fays 
Suf>tonim ; but, having exhaufted his treafury by the many 
buildings he raifed, by the magnificent fports and (hews which 
he exhibited, by increafing the pay of the foldiers, iind by 
other wild and extravagant cxpences. he betook himfelf to 
Jiis ava- all forts of ranine and extortion, feizing, upon the Icaft in- 
rice and formation, theeftatesof the moft wealthy citizens: the leaft 
oxtortions, adtion or word againft: the majefty of the prince, was made 
ufe of as a pretence for Gripping them of whatever they pof- 
feftedc He confifeated inheritances, appropriating to himfelf 
all the effects of perfons whom he never knew, if he could 
find but one witnefs to depofe, that he had ever heard the de- 
ceafed fay, that Cafar was his heir. With thefe, and fuch- 
like artificial contrivances, he reduced to beggary the moft 
opulent perfons, not only in Rome and Italy^ but in all the 
provinces of the Roman empire. His officers and procurators 
exaAed the tributes and taxes with the greateft rigour and fe* 

*• Dio, I, Ixvii. p. 759. 

verity 


® Tacit, vit, Agr. c. 2, 
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verity imaginable ; but, above all, he opprefled the Jews in a 
mol): cruel manner, not excepting even fuch of them as had 
renounced their religion ; and with the like feverity tfeated 
thofe, fays Suetonius (meaning, no doubt, the Chriftians), who 
lived in Rome after the manner of the yews^ and fcenicd to 
profefs the fame fuperftition \ 

'ftiE heavy tributes, and the rigour ufed by the officers in 
exaSing them, occafioned great difonlers, and frequent rc- 
•vohs, in thg^idifta-nt provinces. In Africa^ the "Nafamoni- ‘The Na(a- 
whom moft geographers place in the province of Cyre- nionians 
naica^ no longer able to bear the heavy impofts with which \ 

they were loaded, and the infults and extortions of the col- 
lei^ofs, rofe up in arms thlffyear, defeated Flaccui governor of 
Numidia, fformed his^camp, and put great numbers of his 
men to the fword. But Flaccus was foon rc'^nged on them ; 
for, being informed. * that, elated with% their fuccefs, they had 
abandoned thcmfelv^ to jollity and caroufing, he rallied his 
men, and, cominc ij!f«'^'':pe6iedJy upon them, while they were areut-^ 
intoxicated witH't^ wine tWy had found in the Roman camp, 
he cut them all olF to a man (Z). Domhian^ elated with 
the vidlory gained by hli. lieutenant over the Najamoniansy 
bragged in the fenate, that he had cut off the whole nation ; 
for to himfiJif heaferibed, as Dio Cajftus obferves all the ad- 
vantages gained by his officers, though he bore not the Icaft 
fliare in them, and to others every mifearriage, however oc- 
cationed by a ftridf obfervance of his orders. As he hated 
atid fufpe^ted every man of parts, efpecially fuch as had acquired 
any military lenown, the cominandtys of the arn ies, to recom- 
mend themfelves to his favour,*’ carefully avoided iignalizing 
thcmfelves by any military exploits, chooiing rather to bear the 
infults of the enemy, than to expofe themfelves to the dangers 
anting from the jealoufy of the prince K I'he fame year he J^®***^ 
firft atiumed, accordiug to Eujebius^ the title of Lordy and that 
of G®£/,notbeingafhamed,in didating an ordinance to one of his v 

* Suet. c. la. ^ Dio in excerpt. Val. p. 709, * Pjlin. 

1. viii. epift. 14. 

(Z) Zenaras ferns to inti- was cat off (7), However, that 
nuate, that he extirpated’ the fome of that race outlived this 
whole nation, without any re- dreadful tiaughtcr, is evident 
gard to fexor age (6) f ^nd from Ptolemy the geographer, 

Jlides tells us, that, by an order who places them, as people flill 
from one of the emperors, the in being, to the fouth of Libya 
whole race of the Na/amonians Marman'ca (8). 

(6) Zonar, p, 157, (>]) p. 194, (8) Pt»l /. iv. f. 5. 

fecretarics. 
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Lord, and fecretaries, to begin it thus ; Our Lord and our God orders 
thdt of and commands^ he* About the fame time he ena£ted a law^ 
God. obliging all to pay him divihe worihip ; and from that timo 
forward no man dared to call him by any other name but that 
of Lord^ and of God^ ; nay^ fome writers ° tell us, that, by 
an bxprefs law, all other titles, either in fpeaking or writing 
to him, were to be fuppreffed (A). 

The following year, Domiiian entered upon his twelfth 
confulfhip, having Servius Cornelim DolabeUa ^^his collegUej* 
7heinjli- This year were inftituted the Capitoline fo much fpoken 

tution of of by the writers of thofe days, according to whom they were 
/^^- Capi- to be exhibited once in five, but, according to our way of rec- 

toline koning, once in four years ; for »hcy were celebrated, Sis the 

fports. Olympic fports, at the end of four years complete, and in the 

th ^ beginning of ther jifth. As they werc*exhibited in honour of 

* ® Jupiter Capitolmusj the emperor prefided at them in perfon. 

Of Chr piicft or Jupiter^ and thacollege of the Fla* 

g vian priefts ®. T'o this year Eufe^us the war with the 
Of Rome the moft bloody and dangerous '^^ch the Romans 

fuilained during the reign of Domitian, The Dacians were 


“ Suet. c. 13* 
® Suet. c. 4. 


■ Aur. Vict. 5 c Oros. 1 . vii, c, 10. 


(A) Of this impious flattery 
we have many inftances in the 
poets Juvenal and Martial. Pliny 
complains, that all the flreets 
leading to the capitol were con-, 
ilantly crouded with droves of 
vidims to be facrificed before his 
ftatucs (9). He pretended to be, 
and would be called, the Ton of 
Minerva, for which goddefs he 
profefTed a particular veneration. 
Hs would not fufFer any ftatues 
to be ereded to him in the capi- 
tol. but fuch as were of pure 
geld or filvcr, and of a fixed 
weight. He filled the city with 
triumphal gates and arches, and, 
by an immenfe number of monu- 
ments, mifed at a vaft charge, 
endeavoured to transmit to poSe- 
rity the memory of his pretended 


viftories (i). He was the firft 
who was ever known to have 
been feventeen times conful. Not 
fatisfied to have alTumed the title 
of Germanictts, on account of his 
pretended viftory over the C«/- 
tans, he caufed the month of 
September to be diftinguifhed with 
the fame name, and the month' 
of October with that of Domitiam 
becaufe in the latter he was born, 
and in the former declared em- 
peror. In fhort, before the end 
of the fourth year of his reign, he 
furpafled, if Dio CaJJius is to “be 
credited, all his predecefTors, Ne^ 
ro not excepted, in pride, cruelty, 
rapacioufnefs, and all other vices 
which complete the charaftcr of 
an accomplilfied tyrant (2). 


(1) SMt, c, 13, (2) Dio in excerpt 


( 9; Plin. paneg. f. 99, 
Val, p.jic. 
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looked upon by the Romans as the moft warlike nation they Some ac-^ 
were then acquainted with. They were not only men for the count of 
inoft part of great firength, but of equal courage, defpifing Da- 
death, which they confidered as the end of a tranfitory, and cians. 
the beginning of an happy and Ufting life ; whence with much 
intrepidity they braved the greateii dangers. This do<Strine 
the^^had learnt of an antient philofopher, by name ZamoU 
xisy whom fome fuppofe to have been the difciple of Py^ 
tSagoras ; others, to have flourifhcd long before his time P 
tB5. At this' lima- one Duras ruled over the Dacians ; but, 
after having for fome time held the fovereignty, by an inftance 
of moderaj^n hardly to be matched in hiftory, refigned it of 
his own accord to one Deccbalus^ whom he judged better qua- 
]ified*than himfclf for the ^lifiharge of fo great a truft ; for 
Decehalus was a man of great prowels, and experience in 
war, and equally fkilled in affairs of ftate ‘l'(C). 

As to the ifliie of the war which he maintained ntakt 

Ronuy Tacitus fpeakb thus, without oefeending to any parti- 
culars ; “ In the coi^.mork%ealth there enfued fuch times, as'^^ 
would not perlint the mme of Agricolu^ lately returned 
from Britain^ to remain unmentioned j fo many were the 

P Strabj, 1 . vii. p. 297. SuiD. Phot.tc. 166. ^ Dio in 

excerpt. V ALBS. p. 709—761. 

(fi) Dio CaJJius obferves, that this is the province, which, in the 
thefe people were by fome fourth and fifth centuries, was 

writers called Gete, ; but by the known by the name of Dacia, 

Romans Dad, which was their As for the antient Dacia, it was 
proper appellation ; for the Cr/<e then^held by the Goths, whom 
dwelt beyond mount near Jornandes, throughout his hiilo- 

tbe mouth of the Danube, and the ry, confounds with the Dacians 
Euxine fca ; but the Dacians (3). 

more to the weft, and nearer (C) He is by Jornandes (4), 

Germany \ that is, according to and Orofius (5), called Dorpa^ 
the opinion of moft modern geo- ntrus, and Diurpancrus ; for a 
graphers, in the countries now prince of that name reigned, ac- 
known by the names of Molda- cording to them, in Dacia, when 
•via, Palachia, and Tran/yhsania, the defeat of Fufeus happened, of 
But, the emperor jiurelian hav- which we fhall fpeak anon ; and, 
ing afterwards placed them on on the other hand, we are told 
this fide the Danube (we fpeak by Dh CaJJius, that Fufeus was 
with refpefl to Rome ), they gave overthrown in battle by Dece- 
their name to that part of Illyri- balus, 
cum which they poftefted ; and 

(3) VideLUyd, diSt. hijioric. ^.405* Baud. p. 237. Jorrand. Got. e. J2, 

*3, fiTf* (4) Jernandy fi ij* O^of. I, vii, r, 20. 
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armies we had loft in Moefia^ Dachy Germany y and Pan- 
<< mniay all by the mifcondudt of our generals. The que- 
ftion and conteft were not now about maintaining the limits 
of the empire, and guarding the rivers which fcrved for its 
boundaries, but about defending the (landing encampments 
‘‘ *of the .'cgions, and prefcrving our own territories. Thus, 
when public calamities were following one another^^ ;Bnd 
eacii year was become lignal for Aaughters and misfortune's, 
“ Agricola was, by the common voice of the populace, re- 
quircd for the command of our arpiie^i fd\allmen were 
comparing his vigour, his refolution, and experience in war, 
with thcfloth and timidity of the others. The bdl}; cADomi^ 
tlan's freedmen advifed and preiTed him to this choic^, out 
‘‘ of pure aft'edVion and duty ; as'did the word, out of viru- 
“ lencc and envy, hoping by that m^ans to cqmpafs the de- 
Domitian (Irudllon of. Agricola. But that jealous and diflruftful 
jealous of prince dreaded nothing fo much, as to fee a man of cou- 
Agricola. «s ^age and reputation at the head of an rrmy Thus much 
Tacitus in general of the war w*ch th^ J)aciansy in which 
the Romansy according to that hitlorian, fuilained great lofles, 
and had many armies Slaughtered, many brave officers killed, 
and m.my taken prifoners. For a more particular and diftindl 
account of this dcflr'idlive war, we inuft recur to* and depend 
upon, fornandes, 

9"/^^ Ro- According to him, \}[i^ Dacians y dreading the effefts of 
mans de- the emperor’s avarice, broke the alliance which they had made 
feated by with his predeceflbrs, croffed the Danuhcy drove away the 
the Da- troops flationcd on the banks of that river ; and, falling upon 
cians, and JppiuSy or Opplus Subinusy governor of Mcefiay defeated and 
their gene- J^iH^d him, committing every- where moft dreadful devaftations, 
wal lulled, feizing all the forts and cattles raided in their neighbour- 
- hood by the Romans. Hereupon Domitian^ having with all 
pofliblc expedition raifed a foraiidable army, marched himfelf 
at the head of it into lllyrkwn. Upon his approach, Dece- 
balus ciifpatchcd embafladorb to him, declaring, that he was 
ready to put an end to the w^ar, and renew the former trea- 
ties, But Domiilany inftead of returning any anfwer to the 
deputies, ordered the flower of his forces to advance againft 
the DacianSy under the condudl of Cornelius FufeuSy captain 
of the praetorian guards. He was, according to Tacitus «, of 
an iduttrious defeent, and had in his early youth, from apaf- 
fion for folitude and repofe, divetted himfelf of the fenatorial 
dignity.* Upon the death of Neroy he declared for Galboy by 
whom he was created procurator of lllyricum. Afterwards he 


r Tacit, vit. Agric. c. 41, 
C. 86. 
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meed the party of Fe/pafiati ^unR Fittllias, and to the 
i»e of war added, to ufc the expreflion of Tacitus, frclh 
I ; for be took not fo much delight in the rewards of perils, 
n the perils themfclves. He was fecond in the command 
the forces under the famous Antonius Primus, and honoured 
jthe fenate, after the death of Pitellius, with the ornaments 
jthc prsetorfhip. Domitian conferred upon him the com- 
Hd of the praetorian guards. But, after all, he was not, if 
yenal is to be credited % fufhciently qualified for the chief 
nmand of an army. Hence Decebalus, defpifing fuch a 
era], fen^ a fr(3h embafTy to Domitian, offering to con- 
de a peace with him, upon condition that each Roman 
1 him yearly two oboli ; and threatening, if they rejedfed 
propofal, to purfue thejvas with vigour, and dellroy their 
itorics with fire and fword. The Romans were fo pro- 
,ed with the infolentc of this propofal, that they demanded 
36 led forth with againft the enemy. Accordingly Fufeus, 
ing caufed his arrny to pafs the ^Danube on a bridge of 
,ts, entered the Dacian territories, where, after fever.il 
mifhes, Decebr Us and i^/cus agreed to put the whole to 
ilTue of a general engagement. Both armies fought with 
al bravery and refolution, and the vidlory continued long 
Ibtful ; but in the end th^ Romans were utterly routed, 

Fufcu% himfelf flain. The Daciafls took one eagle, Tudefiattda 
^t quantity of arms, all the engines of war, and a \ 2 Si fecond 
bber of captives, who were afterwards found in the enemy and 

lies, and releafed by the emperor Trajan «. Pufeus 

The news of ihks defeat alarmed Domitian^ who was al- f^eir gg- 
Jy returned to Rome, where he made a no Icfs dreadful ha- 
:k of the fenate and people, |hafi the Dacians had done of 
foldiery. He drove at fird to (mother the difmal tid.ngs \ 

, finding they were by common fame divulged all over thu 
, and even m.'gnified, he left Rome a fjcond time, giving 
, that he woi Id head the army in perfv>n. But, ar living 
Moejia, he dopped in a city of that province, and fent 
ward his generals againd the enemy, rvlaiiy bloody battles 
re fought with various fuccels, fortune being fometim. s fa- 
rable to the Romans, fometimcs to the Dacians yuHa <rhe Da- 
, one of the commanders, gained a iignal viftory, cians 
obliging his foldiers to write their names on their bucklers, ceive a 
t he might by that means the more effectually encouragt great o- 
upbraid each particular On this occafion FezinaSy who, 'vertbrov, 



* JuvEN. fat. iv* vcr. nz. ® Jornand. de reb. Goth. 

13. Oros. 1 . vii c. 8. Dio. 1 . Ixviii. p. 773 ]ov. fat. iv. 
rill. Tacit, hilt. I. i. c, 2. * Dio, 1 . Ixvii. 
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among the Dacians^ .was next in aja^ricy t 6 Decehalus^ find- 
ing no other means to make his efcape^ concealed himfelf 
amongfi the dead, and in the night retired undifcovered. 
DecebaluSy apprehending the Romans might, after their vi£f(»- 
ry, lay fiege to his capital, felled, during the night, a great 
number of trees in a neighbouring wood, covered the trunks 
of them vpith armour, and, by that contrivance, prevented 
the Romans^ who mifiook them for foldiers, from purfaing 
the advantages of their victory. However, Decebalus was at 
length reduced to great freights, and obliged to fue for 
peace ; which Domitian would not grant Him upon any terms 
whatfoever. But, inftead of purfuing the war with vigour, 
and forcing him, as he might eafily have done, to fubmit at 
diferetion, he turned his arms againfi the Radians and Mar- 
comanians^ becaufe they had fent him no fuccours during the 
war with the Dacians, 

These two nations, though fignal inr force and renown, 
declining to involve tho'^r refpedtive countries in an unnecefi'ary 
war, fenc deputies to the emper(;>r, begging him to forbear 
hofiilities, which they were not A^onfeious to themfelves to 
have provoked. But Domitian^ inftead of hearkening to 
their intreaties, caufed their cnibaiTadors, in defiance of the 
Bomitian right of nations, to be murdered ; which fo provoked thofe 
defeated warlike people, that, drawing together all their I'outh, they 
took the field, engaged Domitian^ and put him to flight, 
comaniaus. Then the cowardly prince, now no lefs deje£bed upon his 
Conclude* defeat, than lately elated with his vidory, difpatched embaf- 
a dijl:>0‘ fadors to Decebalus^ with offers of peace upon very advanta- 
^onrahle geous terms ; which the Dacian thought it advifeable to ac- 
pace with fince his army had been greatly weakened by the many 
the Da* battles he had fought. However, he .refufed to go in perfon 
clans. to Domitian ; but fent his brother to treat with the emperor, 
whom Domitian received with particular marks of friendfhip 
and efieem, delivering to him a diadem for DecehaluSy and 
by that means acknowieging him for king. Befides the dia- 
dems he prefented him with large fums ; fent to him, at his 
requeft, a great number of artificers and workmen of all pro- 
feilions ; and engaged to pay him yearly a certain fum, which, 
to the reign of Trajan^ was punctually conveyed to him i 
but that prince would not fubmit to the payment of fo Ihame- 
ful a tribute, faying. That he had never been overcome by Df 
cebalus y, Domitian^ upon the conclufion of fuch an opprobrious 
peace, acquainted the fenate by letters, that he had at length 

« 

y Dio, 1 . Ixvii. p. 762. tc 1 . Ixviii. p. 771. Mart. lib. v. 
epigr. 3. 


obliged 



^blig^ the ifa^aits. t 0 fabmit to the Rman Vok^ v 
the fam^* time ijirpatched to Rm^ the embaiiadors of Deceba- 
&x,.with a letter written to him by that prince, or, as was 
^ofl: commonly believed, feigned by the emperor himfelf, 
^wherein the Dacian owned himfelf conquered, and no longer 
able to withfland the gallantry of the Roman troops, led on 
by.lh brave and valiant a commander as Domitian. 

^ H£R£UP0N the fenate decreed him a triumph, which he Js to- 
enjoyed upon his return, triumphing at the fame time ovei ^oursd 
Dacians li^hom he had, with an annual tribute, pur 
chafed a peace, and over the Radians and Marcamaniam^ by ^^inmpK 
whom he had been utterly defeated, and cl/'iven out of the 
field ® ; for his triumphs, fays,P//»ya, were ever certain proofs 
of fignal advantages gaineci by the enemy. However, the 
poets who fiouriflied under him, extol thpfe mock-viftorics, 
and compare them to thofe gained by the Sdpio^s and Cafars^ 
Domitiany before he loft Dacia y caufal a fiatelv monument 
to be erfeded to the memory of Cornelius Fufctis b (D). 

The following year D\;nitian was conful the thirteenth 
time with L. Saturninus ; but nothing happened, during their 
adminifiration, which, authois have thought worth tranfmitting 
to pofterity. Hut, the following year, vthi:n Domiiian wasflipcr/#- 
conful the fourteenth time, with L. Mfkutius RufuSy is re- brates the 
markable for the celebration of the fecular gamesy fo called, fecular 
becanfe they, were to be folemnized once in an age. They games, 
had been celebrated but lorty-one years before by Clau- 
dius ) but Domitian computed the time from their being exhi- 
bited by Jugujius^, ^ hey ended, as appears from feveral 
medals which haye reached our ^c,,fomc time after the ides 
of September^ in the eighth year of Domitian' s reign while 
thdi^jiftorian was prsetor®. Domitiany purfuing this 
year the carnage he had begun before he left Rome to wage 
war W^th the DacianSy filled the city with funeraii, putting all 

* Dio, p. 761. Suet. c. 6, Kuseb. in chron. ® Plin^ 
pau^. p. 21. ^ Mart. J. vi. ep, 76. Suet. c. 4. 

•• Onuph. lad. * I’acit. aonal. 1. xi. c. iz. 

(D) F/iny complains, that Do- he palTed, pillaging their hoiifes, ’ 
mitian, in his marches and jour- laying walle their field?, and ob- 
neys, behaved more like an ene- liging them to fupply, at a vait 
my than a prince, exacting im- charge, with ail manner «>f pro- 
menfe Turns from thc^ in habitants vilions, bofh him and his nume- 
of tbe.cb|intriefi through which roas retinae (6). 

( 6 ) Plin.feKei, 3 ^* 
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thofe to deaA, who, on account of their birth or virtue, gave 
him the leaft umbrage 

This general flaughter was, in all likelihood produced by 
The re*v9lt the revolt of Z. AnioniuSy which happened this year. Z. An- 
of L An- tdHtus was governor of Upper Germany^ where he had two. 
tonius legions under his command. Being provoked with the tyran- 
nical condu 6 l of the imperor, and depending upon the ftde- 
the iloud jjjy foidjei-g^ whofe affeftions he had gained by his mijd 
Of^Cb obliging behaviour, he at once took upon him the impe- 
p rial title, and, as fuch, was acknowlegcdT by the forces he 
Of i^me 3 nd like wife by moft of the German nations, 

g who -prom ifed him powerful fuccours, not from any efteem 
or kindnefs they had for him, but^through hatred to Qomi’^ 
iian. The news of this revolt no fooner reached Rome^ than 
Domitian^ quitting the city, haftened to fupprefs it, leading 
with him the pr;etorian ' bands, and the flower of the troops 
quartered in Itetly^ all jhe fenators, and the greater part of 
the Roman knights, even fuch aj had abfented themfelves 
from the city, and long led a retied life, left they fhould be 
afterwards accufed of having abandoned the emperor in time 
of danger ; a charge which might have coft them their lives. But 
nvlfo is de- he had not proceeded far on his march, ere he received certain 
fnudiand account of the total overthrow o\' Antoni us ^ whofe army .was in- 
killed^ jjrgiy cutoff, and he himfelf flain, by L. Maximus^ according to 
fbme writers, or, as others will have it, by Appius Norbanus^ (E), 
While the armies of Antonius and Maximus were engaged on 
the banks of the Rhine ^ the river fwelled on a fudden to fuch 
an height, that the Germans^ who came to the affiftance of 
Antoniusj could not crofs it j/o that his army was intirely de- 
ftroyed. Antonius himfelf being killed in the battle, his head 
was cut off, and fent to Rome ** (F). Alaximus cm this occa- 

. fion 


^ Fuse B. in chron. i 

excerpt. V A L. p. yog. Plvt. ii 
Dio, in excerpt. VaI.. p. 709. 

(E) Perhaps chefe four names 
belonged to one and the fame 
perfon; at leaA, a letter written 
by Domitian to L. Appius Maxi- 
Musbas reached our times ( 7 ) ; 
and one Jippius Maximus is faid, 
in an antient infeription, to have 


Dio, 1 . Ixvii. p. 764. Idem in 
vit. * Suet. c. 6. 


happily ended the war in Ger- 
many ( 8 ). 

(F) Suetonius tells us, that, the 
very day on which the battle 
was fought, an eagle, placing her- 
fclf upon ohe of the emperor's 
(latues SLtRome, covered it with 


(7) ViJe OfJNpb, in fafl, p, ziC. 


(S) Llem ibiJt 


her 
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iion difplayed no lefs prudence after the vidorj, than he had 
done courage in gaining it; for, upon the death of Anionius^ 
he feized and burnt all his papers, that the emperor might 
not make ufc of them to the prejudice of any man. 

Domitian, however, made a diligent fearch after his ac- 
complices, torturing in a moft cruel manner perfons of all 
rai^l^s and conditions, upon the leaft Aifpicion of their having 
been privy to the confpiraev, or having lived in fiiendfhjp and 
intimacy with Anionitts, On this occafton great numbers Great 
^effons were^ executed, or banifhed, and their eftates feized 
Of the many who were accufed, two perfons only efcapjed 
purriihed, to wit, a tribune of fcnatorial dignity, and a centu* 
rion,^who faved their lives at jhe expence of their reputation, 
by making it appear, that ^hey had been pathicS, and confe- 
quet^tly incapable of engaging in any hazardous enterprizc, 
or having any intereft in matters of this nature, either with 
the general, or the army After thh#revolt, DomiUan would 
not iufFer two legions to bl quartered in the fame camp du- 
ring the winter \ bui kept Jhem all feparate, and at fome di- 
ftance from each other, lelf, depending upon their ftrengrh, 
they fhould form dangerous deiigns, and laife new diiturb- 
ances This year another counterfeit Klyo appeared in ^ counter^ 
Afta ; and having, with a great multitude of follow’ers, ftruckA’^ 
terror into tne neighbouring provinces, retired to the court of Afia. 
the Parthian king, who received him wuh great marks c*f 
diftin£lion, fupplied him with a chofen, body of troops, and 
feemed inclined to quarrel, on his account, with the Romcnis, 

But in the end he was prevailed upon by Domitia?! to deliver 
him up to the governor ot Syria * (O). 

The following year, T, Aurelias FuIvItis and L, Atrafinus Domliirn 
being confuls, Do?nitia?i took the title oi emperor three times j 

^ Suet. c. io. •* Dio, p. 764. ^ Tacit, huh 1 . i. c. s,- 

Suet. c. 6. 

her wings, making a noife which (G) This, without all d:)ubt, 
exprefled a kind of joy ; and is what gave occafion to the poet 
that at the fame time a report Sihus to celebrate the ernperiu 's 
prevailed all over the city, that triumphs, and c:<U)i his victories 
was overcome, and ut* over the the BaclfiaftSy 

terly defeated ; nay, that hr was and, in fliort, over all the coan- 
killed, and that his head was tries of the Hail (i). 
brought to Rome ; which feveral * 

perfons a^irmed they had feen ( 9 ) . • 

(?) P/«r in JEmU, />. 489, Sust, : 6, (1) Sil. A iii. * 

T z buA 
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but for what exploits, we know not (H). The next confuls 
imperor were Domitien the fifteenth time, and M* Cocceius Nerva^ 
three who was afterwards raifed to the empire, the fecond lime ; for 

times. he had been conful in the fecond year of Vefya/ianh reign (I). 

Nothing happened this year, either at Rotne^ or in the pro; 
vinccs, which the few hiftorians who have written of thefe 
times, and whole works have reached us, thought worth, re- 
cording. The confiiis of the following year were M. TJlpius 
TrajanuSy who fuccccdcd Nerva in the empire, and Acilius 
Glabrio. As Glabrio was a man of gj-eaf ftreqgth and acti- 
vity, the emperor obliged him to fight in the arena with an 
huge lion, whom he overcame and killed. The people with 
loud fhbuts applauded his vict(^y ; which roufed the jealoufy 
of the emperor, who thereupon, '^under colour of fome crime 
Acilius Qj. other, banifhe 4 him, and foon aft*</ caufed him^tobepur- 

Glabrio Jered in tlie place ot his exile, as if he had attempted to raife 

put /a difturbai.ccs in the (K). -This year DomiUan exhi- 

. hited a gii-at many fhews, both ijf, the amphitheatre, and the 

omitian ^j^cus, which arc celebrated by t^e writers of thofc times as 
coftly and magnificent that Rome had ever beheld. 
^entjkew Tiber he caufed a vaft lake to be dug, in which a 

® Dio, p. 766. Suet. c. 10. * 

( H ) Some writers, and, among tell us, that, having been banilhed 

the reft, the learned cardinal Ro- by Domitian the year before, ill 
ris, are of opinion, that Domi- this he was recalled, and ho- 
tiant this year underiook a fe- noured with the confulihip. They 
cond expedition againft the Ger c^uote Dio Coffins ; but in that 
ma/tj (z); the moic, becaufc the writer we find no fuch account, 
poet fuppofes the Philojitatus indeed writes, that 

to have been by Domitian twice AVm«, who fuccccdcd Dmitian, 
conquered (3). But thefe tri- was baniftied to Tarentum ; but 
umphs were in all likelihood only from his words it is manifeft, 
for pretended vi^loricF, and real that Kernsad\d not incur the dif- 
overchrowb. Thus we have iceii pleafureof till he had 

him triumph over the Dacians, finiflitd his fecond confulihip {5). 
of whom he had purchafrd a (K) A mcderiv writer would 
peace, by engaging 10 pay them fain perfuade us, that he W'as put 
an annual tribute i and over the to death for profelTing the Chri- 
Marcomaniatis and iiluudic’ns, by lliaii religion ( 6 ) ; but the argu- 
whom he had been (hamefully inents he makes ufe of are defti- 
put to fiight. tuie of all folidity, and quite 

( I ) Some modern writers (4) trifting. 

{z'l /voj/r, v?:f. 1/c. (^) .Stat. lleh. /. i, ver. 19. Pasv, 

^ CahnJ. (;,) Phil-fi. vit, jipcil, /, \ji. c, 3. (0) Ba- 

in. ad ann. 74 , 

fca- 
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fea'-fight was reprefented, with fuch numbers of (hips as 
amounted to complete fleets, Jn the combats of gladiators, 
not only mert, but women, entered the lifts. In the amphi- 
.theatre two great combats were exhibited, one of horfe, the 
other of foot : with the former, which was quire new, the 
poj;ailace were fo taken, that, forgetting the tmperor’s cru- 
elties, they beftowed upon him higher encomiums than they 
had ever given either to Vefpaftan or Titus^ During the fea- 
*light, a violent fooviier fell ; but ncvcrthelefs the emperor 
continued till phe fight was ended, often changing his cJoaths, 
and would not fufFcr any of the fpedlators to retire ; whenre, 
as thp fhower lafted fome houfs, many were feized with dif- 
tempers, and fome even dfed " (L). 

• 

" Suet. c. 4^ Dio, I. Ixvii. p. 762, 763. 

(L) T>Iq Cafjius deferibe^at mies. After they had long 
large an entertainment, to wh.cli waited, expefting every moment 
the emperor invited the principal their liiftdoom, the doors were at 
men among the fenators and length all on a fudden burllopen, 
knights; an entertainment, fays when a great number of naked 
that writer, ^s'hich, more than any perfons, Slaving iheir bad:es .ill 
thing clfe, difplays his tyrannical over dyed black, entered the hall, 
temper, and how wantonly he with drawn fwuuls :u one hand, 
abafed his power. At the en- and flaming torches in the other, 
trance of the palace, the guells The gucih, at this drtadJul ap- 
were received with great cere- pearance, giving thcmfelves up 
mony, and conduced to a fpa- for Jolt, alieady felt all the ago- 
cious hall hung round v/ich black, ^lies of death; but thofe whom 
and illuminated with a few me- they looked upon as their exe- 
lancholy lamps, which w'crc only cutioneis, hav.ng for fome rime 
fufiicient to difcover the horror danccdroundtheni,at once let open 
of the place, and the feveral cof- the doors, and acquainted them, 
fins, upon which were written, tliac the emperor gave the com- 
in capitals, the names of the fc- pany leave to witndraw. Thus 
vcral fenators and knights in- did Donititw infiilt thefc two il- 
vifed. Great was their fright and lullrious orders, (hewing, fays 
conilernation at the fight of fo Dio how little he feiu-ed 

difmal a feene ; for the emperor them, and at the fame time with 
had often publicly declared, that how much reafon they might 
he could not think hirnfelf fafe dread his refentmenc, fince it 
fo long as one fenator was left in his power to cut them all 
alive, and that aniongH the OT, without exnofing hunfelf tq 
knighte there were few whom the leall danger {7). 
did not look upon as bis enc- 




(7) D/V, /, Ixvi«» 769* 
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next confuls were, Domitian thefixteenth time, and 
h^olujius Saturninus, This year the emperor obferving 
a vaft plenty of wine, and as great a fcarcity of corn, con- 
cluded from thence, that the hufbandmen neglected the tillage 
6f the earth, to attend the cultivating of their vines. To pre- 
Hit ediS vent therefore this inconvenience for the future, he publi(}ied 
njatttft an edi£t, torbidding any more vines to be planted in Italy^ 
p anting and commanding half the vines in the provinces to be imme- 
oj vttits. d lately rooted up. Hereupon the cities ,pf Afta fcnt a folentfn 
embaffy to him, begging he would fufpend the execution of 
the edi£l with refpedt to their lands, ftnee their chief reve- 
nues accrued from wine, and the neighbouring provinces 
abounded with corn. At the lieafl of this embaflV was 
pdianm^ profeffor of eloquence at who, inlinuating 

hinifelf with wonderful addrefs into the emperor’s favour, 
prevailed upon him, if, PhiloJirti\ s is to be credited o, to 
repeal the edidf, and allow all naV-ons fubjeft to Rome full 
liberty of planting and cultivating what vines they pleafed (M). 

The following year Pompeius Coilega and D, Prifeus were 
confuls. P/;Vy names the iormer among the confulars, who 
*Ihe death were ftill living in the reign of 'Trajan p (N). This year was 
oT Agri- remarkable for the death of the celebrated Agruola* His end 
cola. proved affliding to his family, fays T^r/’/^r, forrowful to his 
friends, and matter of trouble even to foreigners, and fuch 
as knew him not. The common people, during his ficknefs, 
were not only frequent in their vifits to his houfe ; but in 
all public places, in all private companies, made him the fnb- 
jc 6 i of their converfation : nor, when his death was divulged, 
was there a foul found, who aid not lament it as a public 
misfortune. What ■ heightened the general concern was a 

® Philostr. vit. Apol.Ty. c. 17. P Plin. 1 . ii. epift. ii. 

(M) Suetonius tells us, that to force in moft provinces of the 
tins he was chiefly prompted by empire, till the reign of the cm'^ 
the general difeontent, which his peror Probus, that is, for the 
edidl produced amongft perfons fpace of almoft' two hundred ' 
©fall ranks, both in the city, and years. 

the provinces, where many latn- (PJ) From an antient inicrip- 
poons were pobliflied ; one among tlon it appears, that both confuls 
the reft, importing, that, in fpitc refigned the fafees on the thir- 
of all cdisls, wine would not ^ tcenth of Jufy ; the former to 
wanting for the focrificing of M.UllimP'aulinus Valerius Afia* 
Ciff/ar (8). But, after all, ticus ; and the latter to C, Antiue 
iropim (9) and V tpifius { i ) fpeak Julius ^dratus. 
of this edifl as continuing in full 

(8) SutU c, 14, (5) p, 240, (i) Vopife. p, 245. 

prp. 
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prevailing romoyr, (hat he was diTpatched by poifon. That Domitian 
there was any. proof of this, Taettus^ his ion-in-law^ wiJ! fu/peStd 
not take upon him to aver. However, he tells us, that, halving 

• during the whole courTe of his illnels, Domitian caufed fre- ' 

• quent vifits to be made him, indeed much more Sequent than 
princes are wont to make, both by his favourite freedmen,-^^^^’ 
ahO his moft trufty phyficians j whether from real concern for ^ 
+is health, or eagernefs to learn the probability of his death, ^ ® 

®ur hiftori'm will not determine. It is certain, that, on the 

day in whifih he expired, continual accounts were by jnef- 
fengers, purpofely placed, every inftant tranfmitted to thcQf 
emperor, informing Jiim how fafl: his end was appfoaching j 
antf no one believed he woifld have been thus eager to hear 
tidings, had he been to feel any forrow from hearing iheni. 

However, upon the^ews of his death, he affe<SleJ tt‘ (hew in 
his countenance foihe and concern j for, "being now 
fccure againll the objed^f his hatAd, he could more eafily 
diflemble his prefent joy, than lately his fear. It is incredible 
how great was the fatjsfa^ion which he exprefled, when, upon 
reading the laft will of Agruola^ he found himfelf left joint- 
heir with his excellent wife, and tender daughter. I'his he 
took to have been done out of judgement and choice ; fo 
blinded htf was by continual flattery, as not to know, that to 
no prince, but a tyrant, did ever any good father bequeath 
pis fortune 

Agricola was bom, according to Tacitus^ on the thir- 
teenth of y««e, daring the tliird confulfhip of the emperor 
Caligula^ and died on the twenty-fourth of AuguJ}^ during 
the confuUhip of Collega zn^^Prifcus, in the fifty-fixth year 
of his age, the ninety-third of the Cbriftian icra, and twelfth 

• of Domitian' s reign (N). 

Tacitus delivers tho following glorious and afFe£ling cha- 
racter of him : “ If pofterity dcfires to know his make and His chq- 
perfon, he was rather genteel and well-proportioned, than raJter, 

“ tall ; in his afpedt there was nothing terrible 5 his looks 
were extremely gracious and plealing : a good man you 

^ Tacit, vit. Agr, c. 44. 


(N) As tQ the time of AgrUo- 
At|||iHrch, fome miftake has cer- 
tamly crept into the text of T «- 
<itus. there being* but fifty-chree 
years, two months, and fome 
days, from the thirteenth of June^ 
of the year of the Chrillian aera 
^0. when Caligula was the third 


time conful, to the twenty-fburth 
of Augujit ill the year 93. Agri- 
tola therefore either died in the 
fifty-iburth yfcar of his age, or 
was born in the fecond confulihip 
of Caligula^ that is, in the year 
38. of the Chiiilian sera. 

F4 
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* » would have readily believed him, and been glad to have 
found, chat he was a great man. The’ he was , fnatched 
away, w'h^Ie his age was yet in full vigour ; yet, if his life . 
be meafured by his glory, he attained to. a great length of 
days. For every true felicity, namely, fuch as arifes from ' 
‘‘ virtue, he had already enjoyed to the full. As he had' 
been likewife dlflinguilhed with the confular and triumi^il 
'honours, what more could fortune add to his luftre and rc- 
nown ? Exceffive wealth he coveted not ; an honouraWe • 
(hare he poiTeil'ed. As behind him he left furviving his 
daughter and his wife, he may be even accounted happy, 
“ fince,* by dying while his credit was no-way ftained, while 
his fame was in its full fpkndor, and his relations 'and 
friends in a ftate of fecurity, he efcaped the evils to come, 
and the mifery of the latter tiines.’^* We (hall cJofe our 
account of this great commander, ^is virtuous citizen, with 
the tender and affecting Wrds of l/fituSi who thus addrelTes 
Tacitus’j him after his death : “ Happy therefore art thou, Jgricsia^ 
afftSling “ not only as thy life was glorious, but as thy death was 
addrefs to «« feafonablc ! Thou didft, as I am informed by ihofe who 
him after << heard thy laft words, accept thy fate chearfully, and with 
bis death, << firmnefs ; as if, for^thy part, thou wouldft have faved the 
credit of the prince. But to myfelf, and thy* daughter, 
befides the grief of having our father fnatched from us, it 
proves a further acceflion ol forrow, that we had not an 
“ opportunity of attending thee in thy fickners, of cherilbing 
‘‘ thy drooping fpirits, and pleaiing ourfelvcs with feeing and 
embracing thee. We (hould greeddy have received thy 
inftru 61 ions and precepts, atid engraved them for ever in 
our hearts. This is our grief, this our unfpcakabic misfor- 
tune, that, by our long abfence from thee, thou wait al- 
“ ready loft to us four years before thy death. Thou waft, 
no doubt, abundantly fuppiied with whatever thy condition 
“ required, by ihy loving wife, the belt of mothers, who 
attended thee. Yet fewer tears were ftied at thy funeral, 
and at thy laft hour fomewhat was wanting to fatisfy thine 
eyes. If for the manes of good men any place' be allotted ; 
if, as philofophers hold, the fpirits of great men perilh 
not with their bodies ; pleating be thy repofe I Recal us, 
thy family, from this our weaknefs in bewailing thee, to 
the contemplation of thy virtues, for which it were ulpifi: 
to lament or to mourn. Let us rather adorn thy memory 
with immortal praifes, and by following, as far as* out 
weakneis will allow, and adopting, thy excellencies. This is 
true honour, this the duty incumbent upon every near rc- 
“ lation. Thus I would have thy daughter and wife to rc- 
verence the memory of a father and hulband, and to be 

‘‘ ever 
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ever ruminaitirg upon all his doings and fayings ; and rather 
“ to adore the image of his mind, than that of his perfon. 

Not that I mean to condemn the ufe of ftatucs in mar1)]e ' 

“ or brafs ; but, as the perfons of men are frail and perifh' 

^ ing, fo are likevi^ire the images of them : the form of the 
** mind is eternal, and cannot be reprefented or preferved by 
art or materials foieign to its nature, nor otherwife but hV 
.“•a conformity 6f manners. What wc loved in Jgricola^ 

V fvhat we admired, remains, and will for ever remain, im- 
printed in the minds of men, and conveyed through a con- 
tinual fuccefiion of ages by the voice of fame to the lateft 
“ pofterity. Many of the antients lie buried in an obfeure 
and inglorious oblivion f but Jgricola ftull live rccom- 
“ mended to future aggs, and his fame continue for ever 
Thus far Tacitus^ who wrote the life of Agricola in the reign 
of the emperor Trojan \ v^hout whic^, and a (hort palTags 
in Dio Cajftm^ the memory^nd exploits of one of the greateff 
commanders, and heft citizens, Rome ever bred, would have 
been buried in oblivion (O). 

The fame year Behius Majfa^ an infamous accufer, was Bebius 
himfelf acculed of extortion by the* BithynianSy whom he Ma(Ja, « 
had plundered and opprcflld in a moft .tyrannical manner, 
while he governed that province. The fenate appointed 
Pliny the younger, and Herennius Senecio, originally a Bithy 
nian, and formerly quseftor in the fame province, to plead 
the caufe of the Bithynians ; which they did fo cfFedually, 
thdX Bebim was condemned by the. fen i re, and the confuls 
were oidercd to feize his eftate and effeiSfs, But as they, 
taken up with moie piefiing affaTrs, put off fiom day to day 
the execution of the judgment, Senecioy fearing the delinquent 
might in the mean time privately convey aw^iy part of his 
goods, lefolvcd to apply to them for an immediate^ execution 
of the fcntence, and begged Pliny to act therein in concert 
with him. Pliny at firff declined engaging in an affair, which 
' he thought foreign to the profeffion of a pleader ; but Senecio 

^ Tacit, vit. - 4 gr. c. 45, 46. 

(Q) Tacitus f as he himfelf in- been banifhed by Domitian ; but 
forms us, had, together with his Lipjuts b of opinion, that he re- 
wife, been four years abfent from tired of his own accord from the 
Reme^ when his fa^iherdn-law city, not being able, as*he was 
died i hut where, or on what a man of a viptuous and humane 
account, we are no'where told, fpirit, to behold the fufferings of 
Some writers, without the leaft the Romans under fo cruel and 
foundation, fuppofe him to have bloody a tyrant (2)« 

( 2 ) LipJ, viu Tacit, 


continuing 
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continuing obftinate in his refolution, he at length confented 
to iblicit jointly with him the confuls, to feize without delay 
• the qSc&s of Bebius^ that reparation might thence be made 
of the Ioffes fuiiained by the Bithynians, Accordingly they 
went together to the corifuls, where they found Bebius^ who, 
upon hearing their Aiit, was fo provoked againd Senech^ that 
he fummoned him before the emperor, as guilty of trekfon. 
The very name of treafon ftruck the whole affexnbly With 
7be p^„y^ without betraying the leaft fear, addveff- 

Bchius^ told him, he was forry'he did nht charge him 
oj crinK, fince, by his not accufing him, as well 

as Senscioj of treafon, men might believe, that he had not 
a3ed againft him with cqua} zoal ; and that he iho'uld be 
grieved, if he knew, that any one entertained of him fo bad 
an opinion. This firmnefs and intrepidity in P//«y was by 
ail highly applauded ; and Nervj^ who was at that time in 
exile at Tarentum^ coiigraculated km by letters upon his fteady 
conduct. Pliny himfelf wrote to Tacitusy acquainting him 
with what had paffed, and begging him to infert it in his 
hiliory, which he looked upon as a work that would never 
die 5 but the letter of Pliny has outlived that part of Tacituses 
Domiti- hiftory •. This yeaf Domitian undertook an expedition againft 
expe- the Sarmatians, who had cut in pieces a wholes legion, with 
dition a- the oiHcer who commanded them ^ : but, as to the iffue of 
gainft the jhjg we are quite in the dark : all we know is, that, on 
ijarmati- occafion, he quarreled likewife with the Marcomamam ; 

and, on his return, affumed the title of emperor for the twenty- 
fecond and Jaff time. He returned to Rome in the month of 
January^ and, inftead of triumphing, contented himfelf with 
prefenting a crown of - laurel to "Jupiter Capitolinus ■*. Sta- 
tius ^ and Martial ^ make frequent mention of this war, ex- 
tolling, with their ufual Hattery, the iiippofed exploits, ant} 
pretended 'vi£lories, of their hero. 

The following year, Z. Konnitis Afprena^ and Seatilm 
Lateranus being confuls^ Dotnifian began to rend the com- 
monwealth with cruelties without all refpite,^ as Tacitus ex- 
preffes it >, and to pul in execution the defign, which he had 
long fince formed, of utterly extirpating the fenate, and de- 
ffroying all who were any-way confiderable either for their 
The eala- birth or virtue. That hiftorian deferibes the miferies of thefe 
calamitous times in general terms thus: The iflands were 
times, pedpled with exiles,; the rocks contaminated with murder 

• Plih. I. vii/cpift. 33. U 1 . iii. epift. 4. ' Suet. c. 6 , 

* Idem ibid. St at. fyl. 1 . iii. p. 398, &c, * Mart, 

I. vii. epigr. i, 4, 7, & 1. viii, cpigr. 8, 15, &c. r Tacit. 

vi:. Agr, c. 44. * 
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** and blood. But mofo hideous iliil were the ravages of 
cruelty at Rme, It was treafonable to be noble ; capital 
to be rich ; criminal to liave borne honours, criminal to 
have declined them ; and the reward of worth and yirtue 
^ was quick and inevitable deftrudtion. Nor were the iniqui- 
tib of the informers more (hocking, than their great and 
ditlinguilhing rewards i for upon fome were beftoweel, as 
the fpoils of the (late, the pontifical dignities, and thofe of 
«be confuKhip ; others were fent with the charafier of pro- 
curators iifto the (A-ovinces ; fome were made prime mi- 
“ nifters and confidents at home ; and in every (lation exert- 
ing all their terrors, and purfuing their hatred, they con^ 
trouled and confounded all* things. Slaves were fuborned 
agaiiift their mailers^ freedmen againft their patrons ; and 
^ fuch as had no enemies were betrayed and undone by their 
‘ friends. The age, hq;j|rever,*’ continues our blftolrian, 
‘ was not fb utterly defli^^te of all iffrtue, as not to afford 
^ commendable examples^ of friendfhip and magnanimity. 
There were mothers, who accompanied their banifhed fons ; 
wives, who followed their hufbands into exile ; in relations 
were found refolution and fuccour ; in fons- in-law con- 




(lancy and duty ; in flaves fuch fidelity, as baffled all the 
inenaces^nd horrors of the torture ; illuflrious men drug- 
gling under the greateft diftrefs, fupporting it with con- 
(fancy, and difplaying a fortitude in death equal to that of 
the moft celebrated antients The fame writer, after 
having recounted the death of ^grjcola ; He faw not,” 
adds he, ** the court of the fenatc 'befieged, nor the fenate 
inclofed with armed men, nor the butchery of fo many 
perfons of confular dignity, nor the Bight and exile of fo 
many women of the prime nobility, all effedled in one 
continued havock. Even Nera with-held his eyes from 
“ feenes of cruelty : he indeed ordered murders to be pei- 
petrated, but faw them not. The principal part of our 
miferies under Domitian was to be obliged to fee him, an4 
be feen by him, at a time when all our fighs and fonows 
were watched and m-^rked down for condemnation ; when 
that cruel countenance of his, always covered with a fettled 
** red, whence he hardened himfelf againft iliame and blu(h- 
ing, ferved him to obferve all the pale horrors at once pof- 
fedlng fo many illuftrious men Thus Tacitus defcribes 
in general terms the calamities of thofe unhappy timeS. Helvidi* 

The perfons whom he mentions in partfcular to have been us, Sene- 
this year put to death by Domitian^ are Helvidius^ Rvjllcm^ cio, and 
and Smecto, Hchzdius was' the fon of the celebrated Helvi’ 

u ^ put to 

• Tacit, hift. 1 . i. c. 2. ■ Jdero, vit. Agr. c. 44. 
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dm PrifiuSf of whom we have fpoken above. ’ He had been 
raifed to the confulihip, in what year we know not ; and 
was, on account of his extraordinary virtue, abilities, and 
a'ccQiapIiflinients, in great credit with perfons of all ranks., 
tho’ he endeavoured, through fear of giving the emperor utm- 
htage, to ihun the applaufes of the multitude, and conceal 
his talents in Iblitude and retirement. However, he wgs 
accufed of treafon ; and it was pretended, that' in a poem, 
by him compofed, he had, under the borro^ved names ' or' 
Paris and Qenone^ refle£^ed on the emperor for divorcing his 
wife Domitia, When the accufed appeared to plead his caufe 
before the fenate, one of the judges, by name PubUciu\ Cer- 
tus^ formerly prnetor, feized himVirh the affiftance of fome 
other fenators, and, without altowinr him to fpeak in his 
own defence, dragged him to prifon, wheiehe wa^^, by the* 
cmperoi *s order, foon after exed. ted As for Certusy he 
was named for the confuKhip, \^ich he feems to have dif- 
charged four years after, that is, in the fecond year of Nerva*^ 
reign, when Pliny demanded leave of the fenate to arraign 
him as a criminal, in order to clear his friend Hehidiusy and 
make his innocence appear, at leaft after his death, fince no 
one had been allow';:d to fpeak in his favour while living. 
The fenate put a Itop to all profecutions of this "nature, but 
yet degraded CertuSy and deprived him of the con fular dig- 
nity ; whence he died a few days after in great agonies and 
terror, imagining, as he himfelf owned, that Pliny purfued 
him with a drawn fword. Pliny publilhcd the fpeech, which 
he pronounced againft him in the fenate ; but it has been 
long fince loft Herennius 'ISenedo was, as we have related 
above, accufed of treafon by Bebius Majpiy whom he had 
accufed of extortion at the fuit of the Bithynians, The 
charge alleged againft him was, that he had written the life 
of ftelvidius PrifeuSy at the requeft of Fannia his widow, 
and made ufe of the memoirs with which (he had furnifhed 
him. Tho' SenecU had, with all poftible care, avoided /uch 
expreffions as might feem in the leaft to refle 61 *on the empe- 
ror, yet, becaufe he could not help commending a man 
whom the prince had condemned, Domitian caufed him to 
be fentenced to death, and the fentence to be without dcFay 
put in execution. 

Fannia owned, of her own accord, that flie had per- 
fuaded Senecio to write the life of her hufb&nd, and fupplied 
him with materials for it. For this crime fhe was, by a de- 
cree of the fenate, confined to a defert ifiand, whither (he 

^ Suet. c. io. Plin, 1 . «. cpift. 13. • Plin. 1 . ix. cpift. 

13. & 1. vii. epift. 33. 
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carried with her, as her only comfort, the hiBory of her of 
bidband^s adions, which had been the caufe of her bani£h- cio, 
imentf tho* it was declared capital to read or keep it. Arria^ bermtb^ 
her mother, the widow of the famous Pains Thrafea^ was Arria, ha- 
likewife baniflicd ; but they were both called home in the 
•beginning of the reign of Nerua The emperor, as Tacitus 
.informs us ®, did not content himfclf with condemning 5^- 
.. neciQ for celebrating the praifes of Helvidins Prifeus^ and 
jlrulenus Rujiieus^ of whom anon, for thofe of Patus Thrafea j 
4 )ift ordered the ma^iArates to commit their books to the 
flames, ima|ining, that, in the fame fire, he IhouJd abolilh 
the voice and utterance of the Roman people, with the liberty 
of the fenate, and all the ideas and memory of mankind. 

.Thc*third perfon, mentioned* by Tacitus to have been facri- 
ficed by Domtitan thys year, was Lucius Junius AruUnus 
Rufiicus. He profefled the philofophy of the Stoics^ was tri- 
bune of the people ^heo^JPatus Thrafea was condemned by 
a decree of the fenate ir^ the^reign of Nero^ and, as fuch, 
would have interpofed againfr it, had not Thrafea himfelf 
leftrained him ^ He was praetor in the fhort reign of k'itel- 
lius^ by whom he was fent to Petilius Cerealis^ one of Vefpa- 
fianh commanders, to mediate an accommpdatinn. On which 
occafion he was wounded by the foWieryii who fternly rejedled 
all terms of peace ; and, notwithftanding the charadler of an 
embaflador, altogether facred, would have been ma/Tacred, 
had it not been for the protcdfkm of a guard appointed by 
Cerealis S. The crime laid to his charge by Domitian was 
his having, in a book puMilhed by him, commended Thrafea^ 
and likewife Helvidius Prifeusy as men of honour and inte- 
grity. He was accufed by oifb Marcus Regulus, who even 
publiflied a book filled with moft bitter invedlives againlt 
him •* (P). 

Junius 

^ Plin. 1 . vii. cpift. 19, & 1 . ix. epift. 13. Dio, 1 . Ixvii. p. 765. 

Suet. c. 10. ® Tacit, vii. Agr. c. 2. ^ Tacit, annal. 

1. xvi. c. 26. ® Idem, annal. J. iii. c. 80. ^ Tacit. 

vit. Agr. c. 2. Suet. c. lo. Dio, 1 . Ixvii. p. 765. Plin. 1 . i. 
epifl. 5 . 

(P) Pliny feems to have entci- crime of his own, but merely to 
tained a mighty opinion of his remove from the emperor's fight 
accompliihments and integrity (3); one, who, by his ^emplary 
as does likewiie Piatarch, who life, feemedio reproach him with 
tells I’s, that he was, by Domi- his debaucheries. That writer 
tianh orders, put to death for no adds, that, while he himfelf was 



(3) Plin. 1 . i. 14, 

one 
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Jophers 
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Sr^al Junius Mauri^us, the brother of ^Mfitcus^ who is 
illufirious highly commended by Pltny s was banKbed } as was likewii# 
perfins ha' Pempenia Gratilloy the wife of Rujlicus \ but they were both 
ni^i, recalled by the emperor Nerva At the fame time was 
executed, by the emperor’s orders, one Herm^ews of Tarfus^ 
being accufed of fpeaking difrerpcAfully of the emperor, under 
borrowed names, in an hiftory which he compofed : all t^ipfe, 
who were concerned in tranfcribing or felling it, were con- ^ 
demned to be crucified K The fame year, and chiefly out 
of hatred to Rujiicus^ who, as we haye hinted above, pfo-i^ 
felled the philofuphy of the ^toics^ all philofopners were, by 
a decree of the fenate, driven out of and every laud- 

dn<uen out able fcience expelled Italy, that nothing, which was wprthy 
of Rome, and honeft, fays Tacitus, might rfny-wbere be feen *«, Epi^ 
^tetusy the famous Stoic, was, in virtue^of this decree, obliged 
to abandon the city Lucius Tetejinus, who had been con- 
ful in the reign of Nert^ chofe rather to retire froni his native 
country, as a philofopher, th^ tof maintain his dignity there 
by renouncing that profeflion o. Pliny bellows mighty en- 
comiums upon the philofopher Artemidorus, who, on this 
occafion, left Rome. He had contra£led great debts, but for 
laudable purpofes, -fays Pliny, who fupplied him with money 
to difeharge them, when his other friends, tho’ poflelTed of 
great wealth, abandoned him in his diftrefs. l’he*philofopher 
would afterwards have reimburfed Pliny ; but he generoufly 
prefented him with the fum which was owing to him p, Pliny 
went frequently to vifit him in the place of his retirement ; 
by which means he expofed hiinfelf to no fmall danger, his 
adions and conduiSl being the more narrowly obferved, as he 
was at that time prxtor* 


• Plin. 1 . i. epift, 14. ** Plin. ibid. & 1 . v. cpift. 13. 

* Suet. c. 10. Tacit, vit. Agr. c. 2. " Cell, noil, 

Attic. J. XV. c. 1 1. ® Philostr. vit. Apol. Ty. 1 . vii. c. 5, 

P Plin. 1 . hi. epiil. 11. 


one day declaiming in public, a 
foldier, entering the aflembly, 
prefented to Rujiicus, who was 
hearkening to him with great 
attention, a letter from the em- 
peror. Hereupon he immedi- 
ately inte/rupt^ his difeaurfe ; 
but Rufticju, putting the letter, 
without even opening it, into his 

(4) Plut.euriofp, 927, 


bofom, defired him to purfue his 
fpeech, and would not open the 
letter till Plutarch had done (4). 
Dio CaJJiui writes, that Domitian, 
not long before he was killed, 
dreamt, that Rufticus was pur- 
fuing him with a drawn fword 
( 5 )- 


(5) !• /■ 

Hi 
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He was himfelf well apprifed, that Domitian fuipefted PHny||* 
him, as he had lived la great intimacy with Senecto^ Hdvi- h 
dmsy and Rufticus. And truly, had not Domitian been fca- Domitian. 
fonably ent ofF, Pliny would have undergone the fame doom 
Y^hich molt of his friends had fyfFercd : for, after the empe- 
ror’s death^ a memorial was'found among his papers, prefented 
to lypi againft Pliny by the celebrated informer Metius Carus q, 

‘^Stffac phiiofophers, dreading the refentment of the emperor, 
renounced thtir profelfion, and increafed the herd of inform- 
dlrs? Some, jbandoniijg haly^ fled to the moft weftern coafts 
of Gaul ; and others to the deferts of Libya and Scythia. 

Dio Chryfojiomus ^ a relebr-ired fophift, took Ibelter in the 
country of the Geta^ where hg earned a livclihocd by tilling 
the ground, and carrying tvater, having always with him, to 
comfort him in his diftrefs, a treatife of Plato ^ and an ora- 
tion of Dmojibnies ^ In the height of this perfecution, 

Apollonim Tyancus came \3 Rome^ Philojiratus is to be 
credited * ; and was there received with great marks of efteem 
and veneration by Cafpertus Mlianus^ commander of the prae- 
torian guards. * 

He had not been long in the city, ere he contrj^lcd a Encour- 
ftri£t friendihip with Nerva^ Rufm^ and Schidienus Orfiin^ ages Ner* 
whom he foj^citcd to confpire againft Dcrfthian^ and to deliver 
the world from To bloody a tyrant. The author of his life 
tells us, that the confpiracy was actually formed ; but that 
the confpirators putting off, for want of courage, the execu- 
tion of it, the emperor, in the mean time, furpedhiig their 
dcfign, accufed them of treafon before ths fenate : the charge 
was not proved ; but neverrhe|ffs Rufus and Orfitns were 
confined to the iflands, and Nerva to the city of Tarentum 
Orft .s was foon after put to death in the place of his exile. 

Of Rufus wc find no farther mention made by the writers of 
thofe times. As for Nerva, if he was baniftied, as Philojlra-^ 
ius writes, he returned home the fame or the following year 
for he was at Rowe, as is plain from Dio Cajjius wher* 

Domitian was murdered : nay, that writer takes nojioticc 
of the baniftiment of Nerva ; which makes us fufped the 
^ truth of what Philojlratm wiites, who is often guilty of very 
confiderable miftakes (Q,). 

The 

9 Plin. J. vii. epift. 27. ^ Philost. vit. Apol.Ty. Lvij. c. 2. 

■ Idexn ibid. c. 4. * ^ Idem ibid. c. 3, 4. • ** Suet. c. 10. 

^ Dio^ I. Ixvii. p. 767. 

( 0 .) Sulpitia, a Roman lady upon the expulfion of the philo- 
of great diltindlion, wrote a poem fophers i wherein fhe inveighs 
-T with 
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.j|^. The following year Domitian entered upbn his feventeetith 

and laft confulflbip, having fbr his collegue Flavius Ckmsns^ 

’ of whom we (hall fpeak anon. This confulate of Dmitian 
ne eon- is the fubjed of one of the poet Statius*^ poems *. In the 
fiitracy of beginning of the year was difeovered a dangerous CQnfpiracy 
Juvenius againft the emperor ; at the head of which was Juvmius Cel^ 
Ceiftts. whom fome writers take to be the celebrated civilian Pub^ 

Hus Jubenius Cclfus^ who was praetor in the reign of Trajan^ 
and conful in that of Adrian^ and is highly commended by 
Pliny y. Be that as it will, Qalfus^ finding himfelf betrayed, 
begged and obtiintd a private audience of the emperor; in 
winch, throwing himfelf at his feet, and accofting him as a 
deity with the titles of l.ord and of GoJ^ he protefted,, that, 
as to himfelf, he was quite innocent of the crime laid to his 
charge ; but would, provided he wasjjillowed a (hort refpitc, 
difeover all thofe who were concerned in the plot, and pro- 
duce undeniable proofs, pf their gt/ilt. Hereupon the emperor 
difmifl'cd him untouched; h\it Cel fusy putting ofF, under va- 
rious pretences, from time to time, the promifed difeovery, 
cfdaped by the death of Domitiany which happened the fol- 
lowing year, the danger that threatened him *. Dio Caf^ 
Jim obferves, that Domitiany about this time, caufed the 
road to be paved leading from ^hiuejjd to Puteoli ^ ; and Sta* 
tins fpeaks of another road by him repaired at a vaft expence, 
that, as we conjecture from the poet’s word, which led from 
Rome to Baia j>, 

Tbeficond This year, the fourteenth of Domttian*% reign, and 95th 
general Chriftian aera, is remarkable for the cruel perfecution, 

per/ecu- ^hich was, by the bloody tyrant, raifed againft the Chriftians, 
- of whom infinite numbers Were put to death both at RomSy 
the^fio^ and in the provinces, the emperor having difpatched letters 
and edicts into the moft remote provinces of the empire. 
Of C^r commanding all thofe, who profefi’ed that religion, to be^ 
g- ' treated as declared enemies to the ftate ^ (R). 

Of Rome . Among 

845. * St AT, fyl. 1 . iv. c. i. y Plin. 1. vi. epift. 5. * Dio, 

ibid. p. 765. * Idem, p. 766. ^ St at. fyl. 1 . iv, c. 3., 

Oros. J. vii. c. 10. Tertull. apol. c. 5. Lactan. ^perf. c. 3. 
Euseb. chron. c. 17. 

with great bitternefs againft Do- for (he publilhed feveral other 
mitian, and even threatens him pieces ; but was not, as (he feems 
with death. She is highly com- to boalt, the firft Roman of her 
mended by Martial' for the pu- fex known to the mufes (7). 
rity of her manners, and the (R) This perfecution is taken 
elegance of her compofition (6) ; notice of by Suetonius, who tells 

( 6 J Mjrt» L X. tpig- 35. (7} Vide Vof. poet. Lot, c, i, 3. 

^ US. 
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Ampng tl^ inany iijSiiAnoys pa-fons, who fuffisred in fo 
gcx)d a caufe^ may, defervedly reckon the emperor’s own 
relations ^ to wit, Flavius Clemens ^ his coufin-german, arid jg^tb 
coUegue in the confulfhip, and the two Flavia DmitiUa^ of Flavius 
the one the wife, the other t^o niece, of Flavius Clemens* Clemeo5„, 
Me was the fon of Flavius Sabinus^ the brother of Vejpafian^ 
who was killed by the foldiers of Vitellius^ while he was go- 
«yerifor of Reme^ as we have related above. His eldeil Ton, 
nAned likewife FL Sabinus^ was conful with Domitian in the 
iirft year of his reign,* and foon after, by the emperor’s ordei, 
put to death. married, in compliance with theen- 

peror’s defire, FL Domitilla^ who was nearly related to Di^ 
mitian^ ^ but not his lifter, as Phik/lratus writes ; Domitilla^ 
his only fifter, being dead JbefOre Vefpafian was raifed to the 
empire Flavia Domj^tUla was, as appears pretty plain from 
Dio Cajfus and ^lutilian the daughter of Domiiilla^ 
and the niece of Domitian, j By her Clemens had two Tons, ae» 
to whom Domitian^ as he had no ifl'dt of his own, refolved ^ount of 
to leave the empire j and therefore changed their names, 
caufing one of th^ to be called Vefpaftan^ and the other 
Domitian, ^inmian tells us, that he was charged wirh^^'^*' 
the care of inllru6ling and educating the two grandfons of 
the emperor’s fifter ; which is a convincing proof, that Flavia 
Domitilla^ ftie wife of Clemens^ was djjughter to 'Dcmiti/la^ 
the emperor’s fifter 5 for thefe two youths were, without all 
doubt, the fonS of Clemens by Flavia Domitilla Clemens 
was this year conful ; but had fcarcc refigned the fafees, when 
he was, upon a flight and groundlefs fufpicion, fays Suetonius 
cut off by the emperor’s orders. Dic^ Cajfius tells us, that he 
Was accufed of impiety or atheifm ; a crime, fays that writer, 
for which many others, were at that time condemned, who 
had adopted the manners of the Jews Thus the Chriftians 
are conftantly deferibed by the pagan writers, as is evident 

^ Phi LOST. vit. Apol. Ty. 1. viii. c. 10. ® Suet. vit. Vefp, 

c. 3. ^ Dio, l.TOvii. p. 766. ® Quintil. 1 . iv. p. 105. 

•* jDio, ibid. * Suet. c. 15. ** Dio, I. Ixvii. p. 760. 

us, that he obliged thofc, who is evident s for all the pagan 
lived at Rome after the manner hiftorians* whether Greek or La- 
of the Jevjs^ to pay the fame tin^ conflantly fpeak of tlicm as 
taxes, as if they were really refcmbling the Je<ws in their 

add treated them with no lefs ' manners, tho’ not originally pf 
rigouAnd feverity *(8). That that nation. ^ 

Suetonius meant the Chriflians, 


VoL. XV. 


(t) Suet, €, is* 

G 


from ' 



8 *. 


tht Roman Mftciy. -R-JJl 

from On^efij and other . Chriftian writers of the prijtiitive 
times *. As for the crime of impiety or atheifm, this^was 
one of the charges commonly brought againft the Chriftians, 
Oil account of their refufing to pay any woiihip to the pre- 
tended deities of the gentiles "i. Suetonius^ fpeaking of Fhvius 
Clemens^ fays, he was no^way to be feared, in refpedt of 
his floth and inadtivity ; which was another charge, a) 
tullian obferves'n, brought againft the Chriftians, on account 
of the retired life they led, and their defpifing the dignities^ 
which by others were fo ambitiouily coveted. It is theieibre, 
in our opinion, pretty plain, that the only crime alleged againft 
Fhvius Clmens was his profeifing the Chriflian religion ; 
and confequently, that he ought to be ranked among thofe 
illuftrious heroes, who have fS^ed their faith with their 
blood (S), 

Flavia Domitilla, wife to Flavius Clemens^ was 
likewife arraigned of i?npiety ; ahd, befidcs, refufed to comply 
with the orders of the emperor, commanding '"her to marry 
another perfon a few days after the death of her hufband o. 
Flavia iShe was therefore banifhed to the iiland olkPandataria^ in the 
Domitilla bay of Fuuoliy now known by the name of Santa Maria (T). 
banijktd. As 


^ Orio. in Celf. 1 . i. p. 5. “ Vid. Just. apol. i. p. 56. 

® Tert, apol. c. 42. ® Philost. vit. Apol. Ty. 1 . viii. c. lo. 


(S) A modern writer of great 
note fuppofes St. Clement, who at 
this time was bilhop of Eome, to 
have been of the imperial fami- 
ly (9) * but therein confounds 
him, as we conjedbure, with Cle- 
ment the cenful, aferibing to the 
former what he muft have read 
of the latter. 

(T) Eufehius mentions another 
Flavia Domitilla confined at the 
fame time, and for the fame caufe, 
to the ifland of Pontia, near that 
of Pandataria ; and fuppofes her 
to have been the daughter of Cle- 
mens's filler (i). Ucaliger takes 
this Domitilla to be the &me with 
the wife of Flaw^s Clemens^ not 


aware that Eufehius follows there- 
in and quotes a Roman hiftorian, 
by name Brutius, who fiourilhed 
in thofe times, and whom fome 
writers take to htPrafens, named 
alfo Bruiius, to whom one of 
Pliny's letters is inferibed (2}. 
To thef;; two illullrious women 
Tacitus perhaps alluded, when 
he wrote^at Domitian, towards 
the latter end of his rjejgn, drove 
into exile feveral ladles or the 
prime nobility (3). St. Jerom 
mentions Domitilla in particular, 
whom he honours with the title 
of faint, and tells us, that ihe 
fuffered a long martyrdom in the 
illand of Pontia, to which Ihe was 


(9) Pearfon Cefrien, annaU Paulin, p. %lg. (l) Pu/eS, in 

ehrsn, p. 205. (2) PUn. /. vii. epijl. 3. Prjf, IJI, tat, /• iii. p, 69s, 

in ebrsn, p, 205, (3J vit, Jgr, c , 45. 

confined 
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Af to Ciau/if's two, foOBi to whom Demi/iafi dtSgned, at' we 
have obferved abuVj^V bequeath the empire, we hud no 
farther meutipn made of them by the antfent hillorians ; hue 
we fuppofe, cbat> if they were not put to death by Dmitian^ 
the excelledt'princes Uerva and Trajan^ who were enemies 
* ' to all bloodibed and flaughter, fuSered them to live unmo- 
Icfted (V)k 

•^During this perlecution St. Jahn was confined to the 
> *Hland of Pat/nos in the Archipelago^ where he wrote the Apo- 
m ^alypfe ; and a great many iJlufirious champions of the Chrj< Many 
ftian faith^ menciofied by the ecclefiafiic writer^, fufFered, in Chriftiant 
the fame glorious caufc, death or banilhment, with a con-^»^ 
ftancy and firmnefs worthy of the religion which they pro- or 
fefled (U). This fame «ycar Domitian caufed Eptiphroditus^ hanijhed^ 
formerly freedman and fecretary to Nero^ to be put to death 
for having aided thaf prince in difpatchtng. himfdf, when he 
pught to have defended jiim. By this inftance of feverity, 
he hoped to deter his own freedmen^rom any attempts upon 
-his life ; and this, as Dio Cajftus obferves,. was the only mo- 
tives which prompted him to exert fuch rigour againft one, 
whom he had admitted to his confidence, and honoured with 
the fame employment which he had enjoyed under Nero p (W), 

^ The 

• 

P Dio, p. 766. Plin. panegyr. Suet. c. 14. 

^nfined by Domitian for pro- cruel perfecution to have ended 
feffing the Chfiftian religion (4), with DomiiiatCh life, and not 
(V) Gruter proves, from an before; for then all his Were 
antient infcription, that Clemens , anhulltd by the fenate, and con- 
had likewife a daughter, named fequcntly the edicts, which he 
Ttavta Domitilla, who was mar- had enaded agtunftthc Chnftians 
Tied to one 7 . Flavius Onejimm (7). Bat two of the molt aiiti- 
(5); butnohillorian fpcakscither ent ’ecclcfialtic writers, to wif, 
of .her, or her hufon.d, 7 rehel- Uegtjippus quoted by Eufehius (8 J, 

Hus Pollio, in his hsftory of the and 'I rstulUan (9), tclj us, in 
tliirty tyrants, under the emperor exprefs terms, that Djmltian^ 

Gallstuits, mentions a celebrated before his death, put a Hop to 
commander, by name Dcmitian^ the perfecution, which he had 
defeended from Flanjius Clemens, raif^d ag'iinif the churcii, and 
and the niece of the emperor recalled all ihofe, whom he had 
Domitian (6) ; whence it is plain, bamfned on the fcore of their 
that the children of Clemens iuid religion. 

' ilTuc. ' (W) This is, as is commonly 

(U) ha^antius will have this bcliei^, Epapbroditus, to 

(4j Uiir, epiji^ xxvii. e. I . ff) Gruber, p. 24'. ^ ^ 

hfi, trig, tyt, f, jf. t;i- r.///. Fanj, {j)-Lu£i. p%rj c. 3. fS) 

^ HI, (, ao. (q) «?/'./) t> S. 
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' 't'llE next confuls were Caius tMu$ Valent^ and 6ait^ 
Antijiius Vetus^ of whom the former was ninety years old 
when be entered upon his confulQiip, and Teems to have died 
hafh before it expired *1. Many prodigies are faid to have happened 
9 f Domi- this j^cai* at Rome^i and in the provinces. The city was for 
thn fore- eight months together almoft daily alarmed with dreadful claps 
told by fe- of thunder, and flaflics of lightning : the capitol, the temple 
•veralpro- of Flavian family, and the emperor^s own chamber, were 
thunderflruck j the infeription upon one of the emperor^S 
triumphal flatucs was beaten o(F, and, by^the violence of thb' 
ftorm, carried into a neighbouring monument f the tree, 
which had been thrown down in Vefpajian^s time, as we have 
related above, and rofe up again^ fell down the fecond tiinc ; 
the oracle at Framjlc^ which had always returned favourable 
anfwcrs, and promifed him good fortuyic and fuccefs at thc^ 
beginning of each year, prefaged nothing now but calamities 
and llaughter ; D^w/r/tfw^himfclf d/eamed, that Minerva^ to 
whom, as his tutelar deity, he paid a particular worlhip, and 
whofe feaft he annually celebrated on the Alban mount, had 
withdrawn hcrfelf from the chapel, which he had confecrated 
to her ; telling him, that Jupiter had difarmed her, and that 
fhe could protect him nojonger. But nothing terrified him 
fo much, as the anfwer of an aftrologtr, by name Afcletariony 
and what enfued thereupon 5 for, he being accul'ed of having 
foretold the death of the emperor, and not denying the charge, 
Domitian afked him. Whether he knew what would be 
his own doom. The aftrologer anfwered. He was to be, 
and that in a Ihort time he Ihnuld be, devoured by dogs. 
Hereupon the emperor, to convince the world of the falfihood 
of his art, ordered him to be ifnmediatcly put to death, and 
his body to be burnt. The firfi: part of the fentence was put 
in execution ; but, before the body was half confumed by 
the flames, it was blown down, together with the funeral 
pile, by a violent fiorm, and devoured, purfuant to the pre- 
didlion, by the dogs r. Another aftrologer, by name Lar-^ 
ginus Proculusy foretold publicly in Germany^ that the eigh- 
teenth of September would prove, the laft day of Domuian^s 
life. Hereupon he was apprehended by the governor of the 
pjovince, and fent to the emperor^ ia whofe prefence he 
maintained the truth of his prediction, and was, on that ac- 

** Dip,^p. 766. Onuph. p. 313. Idat, in &(t. &c, ' Susri 

c. 5. X)io, p. 767.^ Chron. Alexand. p. 590.« 

whom Joftphus inferibed, at lead then in great &your with the 
three years before, his antiqui- emperor. 
ties ; a plain proof, that he was 
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count) condemned to be executed on the nineteenth of the 
aforefaid month ; blit Donut ian being murdered the day before, 
sls Procu/us had foretold, he was not only idifmiiTed unhurt, 

•but prefented by Nerva with a large fum, and ever after had 
in great, efteem •# 

JTo wonder^ therefore, that Domitian^ terrified with thefe He iivef 
^ predidions and prodigies, and moreover alarmed by his own in eonti- 
jg^ilty coiifc^me, jived in continual difquiet : there was no nual ago* 
accident fi^ivial, no perfon fo contemptible, as not to dif- nies and 
may higf/, put him upon fanguinary precautions. OF the apprehen* 
eminent peifons, either of the fenatorial or equeftrian order, 
he was under perpetual ^apprehenfions, and making daily 
vidims : their wealth ^and race, their poverty, names, and 
quality, frightened hiiift : he feared friends and enemies : thofe 
who advifed him in council, thofe who diverted him at his 
leifure-houis, his mcfl intimate friends and confidents, were 
all martyrs to his jealoufy and fury : he dreaded all men, and 
every thing : feveral of his freedmen he put to death, depofed 
the commander 'of the praetorian guards, difeharged great, 
numbers of officers, But the more he made others fuffer, 
the fafter he multiplied his own torments. At length he 
would TiOt^permit any criminal, howe^^r loaded with chains, 
to plead before him, till he had firft fecured his chains in 
his hands ^ A young child, with whom he ufed to divert 
himfelf, having one day, while the emperor was afleep, taken 
a paper from under his head to play with it, the emprefs, hap- 
pening to meet him, deiired to fee it ; wdien, to her great 
furprize, flie found it contained the names of feveral illuftri- 
ous perfons deflined to flaughter, and her own name at the 
head of them, with thofe of Norbanus^ of Pctronlus Saun-. 
duSy captains of the praetorian guards, and of Purthenius^ the 
emperor’s chamberlain. 

To thefe -Dew/z/Vz immediately communicated the whole, A confpi* 
and by them a refolution was, without further deliberation, racy fotm- 
taken, to difpatch the tyrant, before he had time to put his againft 
bloody defign in execution Of this Suetoniui takes no 
notice; but ncverthcki’s tells us, that periflied by 

a confpiracy of his fiiciuls and freedmen, not without the 
privity of his wife The death of Clemens haftened, ac- 
cording to the fame writer, his own luin *, cither becaufe 
the cruelty he exerufed towards thofe of his own family, 
occafioned a genelal dread and defpair, orjbecaufe it provoked 
Stephanus^ who was freedman and procurator to Domitillat 

• Dio, p. 767. Suet. c. i6. ' Dio, p. 766. “ Idem 

ibid. ^ Suet. c. 14. * Idem, c. 15. 
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the, wife of Okmens^ and, beftdes,, wa$at that t'lne accufed 
of having embeziled part of her efFe£ls /. Be thak as it 
Stepbanus not only joined the confpirators, but, as he was 
a man of great ftrength, took upon him to difpatcb the ty-' 
rant Domiitan had, if Suetonius is to be credited, long 
before, an app ehcnfion, not only of ihc year and day, *t)ut 
of the hour and manner of his death, having been forewarned 
of what in the end bcfebhim, when he a chiV*»c 

One night his father P'efpa/tany who gave great pr^jt to the 
predictions of aftrologers, and retained one of th .'m, W name 
Seleucusy conftantly about him, obferving that Domitl'^n at; 
fupper abftained from mufhrooms, derided him as one i^o- 
rant of his own fate, fince he feemed to be under greater ap- 
prehenfion of poifoti, than of the Iword. This. 
ever after remembred, and was jtbence itrangely afFeded b? 
the bare fight of a drawer fword, or any Qther weapon. From 
this diffidence and fear it was, that, however ambitious, be 
refufed the new and extraordinary honour that was deqrtfed for 
him ; namely, that, as often as he was conful, a certain 
number of Roman knights, chofen by lot, Ihould walk before 
him amongft his lidlors, in their robes, with lances in iheir 
hands. When the time, which he chiefly dreaded and fu- 
fpeCled, drew near, his jealoufy increafed to fuch a degree, 
that he caufed the gallery, in v/hich he ufually walked, to be 
fet round with a certain Hone called pbengites^ by which 
images were reflected as in a looking glafs ; fo that he could 
difeovef what was done behind him ». 

The day before he was murdered, he ordered fome choice 
fruit, which were prefented to him, to be rtferved againfl 
the n<?xt day, adding, Jf it he my fortune to ufe them : then 
turning to thofc about him, To-morrow^ faid he, the moon 
will appear bloody in Aquarius, ami fo?nethifig will Intppen^ 
ivhich %vill be much talked of About midnight he was fo 
terrified, that he leaped out of his bed. However, he went 
the next morning .to the forum to- adminiftcr juftice, and re- 
turned to the palace an hour before mid- day, the time which 
he chiefly dreaded. Having therefore aficed, what time of 
the day it was, one of the confpirators, on purpofe to de- 
ceive him, told him, it was noon. Whereupon overjoyed, 
as if he had happily cf aped all danger, he thought of nothing 
but abandoning hiinfelf to mirth and jollity. Ao he was 
going to bathe, according to the faffiion, before din- ^ 

iier, Parthenius, his chief chamberlain, accofting him, told 
him, he had foinetbirgof great importance to impart to him. 

Pin LOST. vit. Apol. Ty. I. viii. c. 10. • 

Svt*'-c,,i7. ® Suet. c. 14. 
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and fuch as could not be deferred. Hereupon the emperor^ 
ordering all his attendants to withdraw, retired to his chamber, 
where Parthenius introduced Stephanus to him, who, the 
better to di'guife his defign, had appeared for fome days with 
Ilia left arm, wrapped up, and in a (ling, as if it had received 
fbmc hurt. He prefented to Domltian a memorial, wherein 
^he 'pretended to difeover a dangerous con fpi racy formed by his • 

SbuiiJi Flavtus Clemens^ whom he averred to be Ifili alive ; 
mtrii by feyfffSTothers, whofe names were all fet down, with 
the plac^ol their abode. While the emperor was reading He ?f 
the iMmoria\with great attention, Stephanus ^ drawing fud« mounded 
daggw, which he kept concealed, Itruck it into his h Stepha- 
belly. The imperor, finding himfelf wounded, called to a 
boy, who happened to be in the room, to reach him a dagger 
whic^i.lay under his pdlbw, and to run *for afli fiance ; but 
lUldcr his pillow was foundronly the fcabbard, and the doors 
were all locked, and well fecured. Dotnitian^ notwithftanding 
his wound, firugglcd fome time with Stephanus^ and even 
threw him with great violence to the ground, ftnviug to wreft 
the dagger out ot his hand, and with his fingf r^, r/fj* all cut 
and mangled, to thru ft out his eyes. At length Parthenius^ 
who had withdrawn when Stephanus c^me in, fearing fome 
of the guafds might, in the mean time, hcaririg the noiie, 
come to his relief, opened the door of the ciiainber ; and, 
falling upon the emperor with ClaufUauus^ AfaximuSy Satu- 
retuSf and a celebrated gladiator, diipatched him with many mi di- 
wounds* Many, who were not privy so the confpiracy, 
alarmed at the noife, haftened to the emperor’s apart.ment ; hy him, 
and, finding him wallowing ir? his blood, killed the brave ^^d the 
Stephanus. The other confpirators made their efcape as Toon "'r- 
as the murder was perpetrated fp^ators. 

Thus died notwithftanding all his precautions, ^ J ° J 

and his pretended divinity, after having lived fort) -four years, 
ten months, and twenty- fix days, and reigned fifteen ye^is, 
and five days. For his death the common people fhewed , 
neither grief nor joy ; but the foldicrs, whofe pay he had 
increafed, and with whom he often (hared his rapines, be- g g 
wailed him more than they had done either Vefpajian or Titus j 
and would have raifed great difturbances, had not their officers, re~ 
as moft of them were concerned in the confpiracy, reftrained gretted hy 
them. The troops quartered in the country of the Geta were the ttoops. 
ready to revolt, wljen they underftooJ he had been afiaffinated ; 
but the philofopher Dio Chryfojlomus^ v%rlio had retired to 
that province, as we have related above, checked their fury, 


^ Suet, q* 17, 
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by a fpcecb wblch he made to the mutinous legion upon the 
guilt of tyrants, and punishments due to fuch as abufe thicir 
power to the oppreffion of the people committed to their 
Vhi joy of care But, on the contrary, the fenate could not diTguife 

the Jenatt, j^y . affembled in hafte, and after having, in the' 
mod opprobrious manner imaginable, reviled his meihoi^, 
they commanded ladders to be immediately brought, in oraer , 
His Jlaiues to pull down, and tear to pieces, all his images. An' infinite 
broken^ number of ftatues of gold and Giver, ere£tch' toSdm in tha» 
und his different quarters of the city, were, by '"their orficrSb broken 
nets an- "and melted down ; his triumphal arches were ovi^rturni'l,, and 
pulkdn iiis name declared infamous ; nay, they enafted a dd^ree, 
commanding all inferiptions, in*" which he was ihcntloned, to 
be rafed, his name to be druck out qf the confular tables, 
his body to be thrown into the ’Tiber ^ and his be 

abolifhed forever**- Several anlient inferiptions are 
be feen, in which the name of Doniitian is rafed All his 
a£ls were annulled, and thofe whom he had banifhed recalled. 
A woman, by name Phyllis^ who had been charged with the 
care of his education, while he was yet an infant, caufed his 
body to be privately conveyed upon a bier, as that of a per- 
foii of the meaneft condition, to a country-houfe (he had at 
a fmall diftance from the city ; where ihe burnt it, knd, carry- 
ing the afties, without being obferved, to the temple, which 
he had built for the Flavian family, mixed them with .thofe 
of "Julia the daughter of 77/ttJ, whom flie had likewifc brought 
up. Domitian was the laft emperor of the Flavian fomily, 
and likewife the laff of thofe princes, who are commonly 
ftilcd the twelve Cafars, * 

tome ae- As the celebrated philofopbcr Apollonius Tyaneus a£fed a 
€ount of chief part in the late revolutions of the Roman empire, and 
the cele- made at this time a great figure in the world, a fuccinA ac-? 
hraied count of his life and a6kion5 cannot be looked upon as foreign 
pbilof^ber^Q the prefent fubje^f, nor be ill received by our readers. Of 
Apollo^- ^^riters, who flourilhed under Domitian^ wc /hall 

nius in our notes (X). Apollonius was born three or four 

years 

• Suet. c. 22. PiiiLosT.vit. Apol. Ty. p. 492. ** Suet. 

' ibid, pio, 1. Ixviii. p. 769. Macrob. Saturn. J. v. c. 12. Lact* 
perfec. cj). ® Goltz. p, 234, , . . 

• 

« 

(X) Thefe were ^intiUanj nius^ziiTXw^of Calagorinal 
Valerius FlaccuSt Martial^ Sta- Cedahorra^ in Old Cflfile, What 
tius^ Juvenal^ Siliu's, &c. Mar^ profeilion his father followed, we 
euj Fahtus ^ntilianus was, ac- find no-where recorded ; for all 
cording to St. JeromOkik^ Au/o^ we know of him is, that he wrote 

fomt 



years before $ht oommoii Chriftian sra i for he is faid to have 
lived an hundred years, and died foon after the acceflion of 

Narva 

feme declamations, which are of him. After he had taught 
quoted by his fon ( i ). Our publicly for twenty years, he 
, ftudied rhetoric under reiigned his charge, and wrote a 

^l!htrJtius Afer, who was advanced book about the caufes of the dc- 
i^gjfears was cay of eloquence (8). Whether 

very yOunc^lL; an^kd, as is this be the dialogue which is com* 
plain fron|r ^3), in the inonly aferibed to Tacitus^ we 

fifth ytyof reign.- Hence will not take upon us to deter* 

it is mffnifefl, thn ^intilian did , mine, there being, ns to this 
not come firft t<r with tfie particular, great difagrcement 
emperor as St. fup- amonglt authors. When 

pofes fflfJ’OWthcr can we con- lianhsL^ fimihed this treatife, he 
as fome have done (5)^ was prevailed upon by his friends 
from his having ftudied at Rome, to undertake a more laborious 
while he was very young, that work ; to wit, his twelve books 
he was born there. He pleaded of rhetoric, which will be ever 
feveral caufes at Rome before admired b/ all perlons of talte 
queen Berenice (6), and confe- and judgment. This perform- 
quently under Vefpajian\ for in ance coft Jliim two years labour, 
his reign Berenice came to Rome, and it was much againft his will, 
and was by ^um fent back to her that he publiihed it before he had 
own country, in the very begin- kept it by him for fome time, in 
ning of his reign. Vefpajian order to examine it as the work 
having fettled a falary upon the of another. It is inferibed to one 
profeifors of eloquence, to be paid Marcellas ViBoriusy and filled 
yearly out of the exchequer, with commendations of Domitian, 
was the fi ill who open- altogether unworthy of a man 
ed a free fchool at Rome. He of ^intilian's cliarader (9). 
difeharged that important office While he was e.mployed in com- 
with great rcpuution, and to the pofing thiswork^mitian charg- 
fatisfaftion of all, for the fpace ed him with the education of hiS 
of twenty years ; during which lifter’s grandfoiis, as we have re- 
time he acquired great wealth, laced above (i). He was after- 
bpth by his falary, and by the wards honoured with the confu- 
prefencs made him by the parents hr ornaments, at the recommen- 
of the children whom he dation of Flavius Clemens, then 

ed (7). Both Juvenal and liar- 111 great favour with the emperor. 
/!«/ fpeak of him as an able ora- Aufonius {z) feems to infinuate, 
tor; and Bliny the younger, who that, after having acquired con- 
was one of las difciples, feems to fiderable wealth at Rome^ he wds, 
have entertained an high opinion by what misfortune we know not, 

(l) siuint, 1 . ix. f. 3. (a) Hem, /. v. e. 7- (“i) ^acit. annal /.xiv. 

f. 19, (4) Vul'F.Pagi, p. (6; 

f. iv. f. T. (7) 4 ii. de MoJ, p, *68'. .StJur, 

car. ix. •ver. 318, (S) frst'jpt. /. vi. p. 177. (9) Idem, 

4 iv, prafat. (I) U O', ibid. {z) Aof n. corj\ p. 3S7, _ 

reduced 
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N€ti;it to th? empire, ivhich happened m^he ninety-fixih 
year of the Chriftian atra. Tlie funiame of Tyanius he bor- 
rowed 

reduced to earn a livelihood by by VoJJim aferibed to Pfifthumut 
teaching rhetoric at Befancon and the younger, who, as we^jfhall 
lyons. Perhaps, upon the death relate in the iirqael of this hiftor^ 
of Clemens^ who was his. chief aiTumed the na|^of C^far^zss\ 
patron, he was bani/hed Rome (3). that of Aud^us^ttt^euil^ abos2 
Whether it was to him, or to the yeaf’aofe (S)f 
another of the fame name, that C. PahMis jflacei^ Setinus 
Pliny lh& younger prefented, in Balbus was^a,, i{|iuvc 
a moft genteel and obliging man- • a% is evident fiy^m MarttUl (9), 
ner, a conhderable fum, onoc^ and not of 5 e/ta"in as 

cafion of the marriage of his fome iJavc the 

daughter with Nonius Celery has, name of Setinus. He wi^ an 
by fome writers, been qurftioned epic poem on ' the voyage dPIhc 
(4). SiJonius Apollinaris bellows ArgonautSy divided into eight 
high encomiums upon Air, books, which he began in the 

and equals him to the moft ele- reign of Vefpafiany to whom it 
gant writers of antiquity (5). As is inferibed, and continued under 
for the declamations, which pafs Domitian ; for he was, according 
under the name of S^intiliany to VoJJiuSy prevented by death 
and are frequently mentioned by from putting the Ikft hand to it 
the antients, it is evident they (i). He died while ^intilian 
were not written by him, but was writing his books of rheto- 
cither by his father, or, as a ric, that is, in the latter end of 
modern author corjeftures (6), D^miViWs reign, ^intiliem [z) 
hy his grand^ther, fince Seneca and Martial (3) commend hia 
the elder, the father of Seneeck performance ; but the moft able 
the philofopher, who flourilhed critics amongft the modern wri- 
in the reign of Auguftus, fpeaks ters fpeak ot it with the iitmoft 
of the author of thefe deciama> contempt, difeover in it a great 
tions, as a perfbn more antient many material faults, and few, 
than himfelf (7). This is the if any, beauties (4). 
opinion of M. Pithou concerning The poet M, Valerius Martia^ 
the declamations aferibed to our //j, fo famous for his epigrams, 
^intiUany which he publifhed was a native of hV/^i/rr ( j; >, which 
in 1580. and infcr.bed to the ftood at a fmall diftance from the 
celebrated Thuanus. Befides thefe, prefent city of Calatdiud, in the 
there are nineteen declamations kingdom of Arragon (6). He 
more, commonly thought to have was born in the reign of Clau^ 
been written by ^lintilian ; but diuSy came to Rome in that of 

• 

(3) Avfon. eovf. p. 3V- (4) VI. tpifi, 31. P. Pagiy 147, 

{5) Hid, ^polhti. 1 . V. epifl. lo. ^ A ii. car. ver. 190. & l. 'ix.wr, 318, 
(6) M. Vi h^u, in ad Ihu.tn. (7) Sen, declam, 1 . x. p. I07. ' 

^Jj- r 1;. ' (9; Mart. 1 . i. epig*-. 61, 77. (1) yojp, 

pr,et. 1 at p, 46. (2) ^ X. e, f. (3) Mart. Hid. (4) Plrfrf 

MmI. pcct. c. 1:6-'. p. 2^6. (5j Mjit, /, x!i, epig. 18. (6) Baudr. 

^ Bull. p^a. p. 4 ^ 1 ^, ^ 

Nere. 
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rowed frftm tlie cfty of Tyana in Cappadocia^ the place of 
his nativity. His birth was foretold, and accompanied9 if 

* . the 

being then twenty years that dt fpc?lemlis is commonly 
old, ;ind lived there thirty years afcnbcd to him, tho’ VoJJius takes 
fayourcd by the emperors, it to be a colleftion of veries 
eipecially by whom, written partly by Martial^ and 

Ofrtlll occaiicVl^i he patters in a partly by other poets of that 
jnofi flianyful feani*/r^ Upon time, upon the (hews which 7 V/«e 
that prbfe's d^th^e lefe ^he exhibited in the eightieth year of 
city, ijjffcl rctiit^l t.f;Kis own the Chriftian a:ra (3). Martial 
country; where, Iftcritirceyeaii^, •died, as we conjeaure from /’/i- 
which he paffcd litho^ writing, wy’s letters, about the end of the 
he by ^tren~ firft century, lie is by Lan^ri- 

litt^Jjcus to compofe his tw'elftl^ dius (4) -wnamed Cocus^ perhaps 
'bootTi’* which he fpeaksof the becaufe his father, or he himfelf 
emperors Ktr^va and Trajan (8). in his youth, followed that mean 
P//WV, in whofe commendation profelfion. 
he had written an epigram, had Statius flourilhcd at the fame 
a particular kindnefs and cllccm time ; but is never mentioned by 
fdr him ; whence prefented Martial^ which fome aferibe to 
him, upon his departure from jeaJouiy, Statius being highly 
Rome, with a Aim of money to eileem^ by Domitian, on account 
defray the expcnces of his jour- of his making, with extraordi- 
ney (9). As to his writings, the nary cafe, extemporary verfea 
emperor Lucius V trus ufed to call upon any fubjeft whatever ; which 
him his yirgil (1) { but few, durll pot attempt. He 

either before or fince that prince’s wrote two epic poems ; to wit, 
time, feem to have entertained the Thehais, comprifed in twelve 
fuch a mighty opinion of his books, and the AchilUis, which 
compofitions. approves confilts only of two, the poet 

of what he himfelf wrote of his being prevented by death trom 
epigrams ; to wit, that fome of accompliihing that work ( 3 )• 
them v/cre good, fome indifter- They are both inferibed to Dm/^ 
ent, and fame bad. Mod critics /ia», BeAdes thefe two poems, 
have found fault with his thoughts, he wrote feveral other pieces 
his ftile, and, above all, with his upon various occafions, which 
puns, which are often very low, have likewife reached us, under 
and with his pretended witticifms the title of fyl’va:, and are corn- 
ea). Befides, fome of his epi^ prehended in five books. His 
grams are, for their Irv/dnefs, compofitions were mightily ef- 
infamous, perhaps beyond any teemed at Rome in his own cime^ 
thing written in the Lectin tongue, and are Hill admired by th« young 
HU epigrams are comprifed in poets; nTcy , Julius Scaiiger h of 
fourteen books ; befides which, opinion, that, of all the antient 

{1) ^et, p.^4.6, (8) Mart, I, leii./’ /p/*. iS, 4, 6, 8. Gf x. 

34. ^9) Plltn. 1 . iii. eptjl, 21, ( ' ■ LampnJ. i/i't. V*r. p. 1 

(») Vuie Jiail. poet, p. 411. (^) P’idL 3. (4J Lamp, m v t, 

^iex.p. ist>. (5) Bail, Hid, f. 423. 

poets. 
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tlte author of his life is to be credited f, by many prodigies. 
When he was but fourteen years old, he applied bimfelf to 

the 

^ PaiLosT. vitAApoll. Ty. 1 . i. c. 3. 

poets, he comes nearell to the youog, and there gained great 
inimitable Virgil, But better dit by his fatlrejjwhich were read 
judges look upon Statius rather by many perffU 

as a bad hiftorian, than a good noothefho^k (ah iWeremuch 
poet, and defpife his bombaft to Jb j wiCiuV^ tjpt, im^nfuring 
Itile, and odd expreffions. His Cue mani.e^j of others,|^e had 
/yl*vtr^ which were for the moH' not ihewc ;»nimfrlf quite dcftitutc 
part written oif-hand-, and with- of modefi^i. norp.veighed againft 
out premeditation, nx? by moft the abhfes wiiiq^ Dpg/t^'^ed in his 
critics more efieemed iiis .lime, in a manner ratnel ^lc a- 

epic poems, there beingfin them Tatcd to teach his readers kPToc, 
fome very good thoughts, mixed vicious, than to infpite them 
with fuch as are quite trivial and with averfion to vice. From his 
common (6). Some writers have life, written many ages fince, 
confounded P. Statius Papinius^ and quoted by Sidonius Apolli^ 
who was a native of Naples^ with naris ( 3), it appears, that a play- 
Statius Surcuius, or rather Uffu- er, in great-favour at court, of- 
ius, who was born in Toloufr ; fended at fome veVfes of his fe- 
and, in the reign of Nero, taught venth facire, had intereft enough 
rhetoric in Gaui (7). Statius with the emperor to get him re- 
acquired great fame by his moved from Rome, and fent into 
hais, but no wealth ; whence he Egypt ^ to command a legion quar- 
was obliged to write pieces for tered in the utmoi't bounds of 
the theatre, and fupport himfeK that province ; where he died 
by that means (8). One P lad- foon after of grief, being four- 
dus Lallavtiusy. who flourifhed in fcore when he was obliged to 
the hxth century, wrote a learned undertake that journey. Some 
comment upon Statius, which writers conjecture this player to 
has not reached our times (9). have been one Pylades, who was 

Dedus Junius Juvenalis was highly favoured by Trepan, ^n- 
cotemporary with Statius ahd tilian, in all likelihood, alluded 
Martial, and continued- to write to Juvenal, when he wrote, that 
under Nerva and Trajan ; for be in his time lived fome poets, au- 
fpeaks of the banilhment of Ma- thors of fatires, who would one 
rius Prifeus, who was condemned day be ranked amongll the' beft 
in the third year of Trajan^% writers (4). Salmajius is of opi- 
reign, and the hundredth oif the nion, that the antient fcholiallof 
Chriliian sera ( I ) . He was born Juvenal was cotemporary with 
at Aquittuttt, whence he came to Spartianus, who flourifhed undeiT 
Rome while he was yet very Diodefian, and Conftantine the 

(6) Bail, poet, p. 4.26. (7) Fojf, poet, Lat, p.45. (Z) Juv. fat, 

VJ!. ver, 83. (9} ViJ}', ibid (l) Juif, fat,iv* (2) Amn/ian, 

I, xxviii. p, 374, ^3) ApolU term, ix, utr, 174, (4) 

I, X. c, 1. 


Great, 
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th^ ftudy of the Pytbagork pbilolbphy, firft at Tarfus^ the He applies 
capital of Cilicia ^ and aftenvacds at Mgce^ another city oibimfel/te 

the thejludy of 

/i&^Pytha- 

Gnat Julius Sealiger, and to be a native of halica^ and 
foUtie other critics, prefer ^hg»ce called halicus% but 

nal to Horace; but now-a-days ntw was, as appears from the 
few, ff any, men of tilj^e, ac- let^s of P/iny, and the confular 
q^fee to their judgment^ think' tables, not an epithet, but his 
in^^iey fufEcj^ fLi^ ibno^r Ju^ nane ; and, belides, had he been 
venal, by p|^‘Cin£ hin-'^ongll bonii in Italica, he would have 
the Latin ^iriftsmex^^ Hot 'see, then^been called Italicanus, or 
but nex^^ a grcii dt‘^ /ce. ‘ Italic^^ (3). 

Caiuf Silius i^li- ^ » yoj/ius\\o£ opinion, that Te- 

poem, highly qtnime^cd b^ rentianus,\y^oATiMartiaP^i\mc, 

Martial governed Syeye in Egypt [4^), is 

war. applied himfelf ♦^'T.*??^.p<frfon with "Terentianus 

to udy of poetry, lie had ^Maurus, ^who wrote a poem on 

pleaded many years at the bar, the meafure of verfei which has 
and had even been conful ; which reached our times, and is greatly 
office he difeharged the year that elleemed by all perfons of talle ; 

Nero was killed. He is not, by but others afcribe that excellent 
our modern critics, much efteem- performance to Pojihumius I even- 
ed as a poet ; but greatly com- tianus, to whom Longinus, about 
mended for the purity of his the year 270. infcribed his book 
ftilc, wherein he is thought to on the fubiime. Several otii^r 
excel all the writers of his time poets are mentioned by Martial, 

(7). He adheres with great ex- as fiourifhing at this time; name- 
aflnefs to truth, and relates fonie ly, Curtius Mont anus, nus, 
events, which we read no-where and Sca*va Memor, who were 
elfe (8). He died in the fecond brothers; Aruntius Stella, Co- 
year of the reign of Trajan, by df us or Cotdus, Paceius, Faufiin, 
abftaining from all food, being Euhrenm Lappa, M. U/iicus, Li- 
no longer able to bear the pain gurinus, Theodorus, Canius, Lid- 
occafioncd by an impollume, enanui, yoconius Vtifor, 2in^Paf- 
which the phyficians could not (5). acquired, 

cure (9). He died the laft of all it feeins, great reputation by his 
thofe who had been confuls under fatires ; and was, tho’ of a mean 
Hero, and was himfelf the laft defeent, very poweiful at court 
conful under that prince ( i ). under the emperors Titus and 
From what he fays of Domitian Domitiasi (6;. Scaiiger aicribes 
(2), it is plain, that he wrote to Scava Memor, upon what 
after the war with the Dadans, grounds he has not thought fit 
Moil writers have fuppofed him to impart to us, the tragedy in* 

(5) Safpiaf. in Sparttah. f. i6i, (6) Mart, /, iv. ?pig, (?) 

Bail, poh. J>. J92. (S) hift. Lat, L i. c. (9) Plit. /, nu 

tpift, 7. (1) Idem ihd. (2) Siliui Ital. /. )n, 51. (3) Fiie 

Vijp. p 9 et, Lat. p. 4Z, ^ Mutl. foit. p. ]*SS. (4) A'farr. L i. fpig, Sr* 55 ' 

y»f, poet, Lat. p. 47. ^5) yiJe Vjf^ ibid, (6^‘ Jux*. j.t, i. Mart, 

I, vii. epig. 06, 

titiiled 
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the fame province, under idie difoSion of 0ne£iixmi4 whofe 
* manners did not anfvrer^ bis pmfeffion. .'But iol^ 

* lowing his precepts, without regarding his maimers, retired 

ne aujie- at the age of fixteen to an faoufe in the country, led there a 
hif life of great aufterity, ahftaining, purfuant to the of 

fifh bis fe£l, from all manner ^em, fufFering his hair to gn$w, 
going barefoot, and clad only in linen,, that he might ufeiio* 
thine proceeding from an^ living creature* From his cdun^* 
hou^ he removed, after Tome time, i-co t he te mple of 
lapius in the city of where nejJsSSrTVMme knewn, 

great numbers of votario!^' flocking d': 5 y» tltf t«Mle of that 
pretended deity, for /he prefet?^tio^“% rfeovd^ of their 
health. There JpoJJbnius began to it jfor and 

reformer of manrfrs, having falreaC/f^t |jwi*w, « mighty 
opinion of his virtue g. J r ? 

Hjs father dyTl^jj^jh^vt the time of 

Cappadocia was accufed of^aviijg betrayed the 
that is, about the ieven teen th year of the Chriflian aTa, he 
uni di/tn- took pofleflioii of his inheritance ; but referved a fmall ftare 
Strtjied^ of it for himfclf ; the greateft part of it he yielded to his 
brother, who led a vicious and diflblute life, from which he 
was by this means retrieved 5 the reft, fave a very fmall por- 
tion, he divided amoiigft his neceflitous relations. Being thus 
difengaged from every thing that could divert •him from the 
ftudy of philofophy, and the pradlicc of virtue, he paifed 
five ycfirs in filence, agreeably to the cuilom of the Pytha^ 
gorics j wherein he found, as he himfelf owned, great diffi- 
culty. During that time, he appeafed, fays the author of his 
life, feveral tumults and feditions in Cilicia and Parnphylia^ 
cfpecially at J/penda, one* of the chief cities in the latter 
province, where the populace rofe, and were ready to burn 
the chief magiflrate alive, for not obliging fume of the 
wealthy inhabitants to pr^uce their corn during a famii c, 
and fell it at a rcafonable price. He went afterwards to 
iiochy to EphefuSy and to feveral cities, where he took upon 
him 'to revive the worfhip of feme deities or idols, which 

s Philost. vit. Apoll. Ty. 1 . i. c. 6—9. 


tituled O^avia, which is com- 
monly believed to have been 
written by Seneca (7). Suidae 
mentions one Epaphroditus^ air^ 
chor of feveral books upon the 
grammar ; which have been long 
fince lofl. He was a native of 

( 7 ) Vojf, poeU Lot, p, 48 . 


Betotia, had beeh Have to ilf^- 
deftus governor of E^ypt j but 
afterwards became funous at 
Rome in the reign of Nero, and 
died in that of in the 

feventy- fifth year of his age (8). 


( 8 ) Suid* p* 966 . 

now 
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AOiKT 'began' to be negicj^* He pradifed every-where Tecret 
jnyftede$i eo^Mrhich thofe alone were admitted, who had ob- 
ferved filence for the ^ace of four years. He took upon him 
the cbarader of legiflator, pretending to require nothing of 
othen, but what he had {M^f^rmed himfelf : he even boafted Hh 
*a thorough knowlege of ail \languages, without ever hwingdenct and 
learnt them; and had the iii<[iiudence to give out, that the>rc/^- 
moft fecret receflcJ^ of mens hearts, and their moft private 
fbdughts, lay open him However, he had yet but feven 
^Jffaples ; *Jthd tiK'*fe*:io abandoned him^ as foon as he had 
declared i£is ’ntcnh'bllW traveling' as far as India ^ to vifit the 
philo^phers -hei^i’movvn by the f^mc of Bramans^ or Brac^ 
tnanS ; fo tl^t /,Vcft Antioch^ art*?nded only by two do- 

meftics ; but^at v;as joined by Damis^ a, native of ff/j fa^ 

that place, w^iq, ‘li ajl the difciples he e^er had, proved the *vourite 
mofr'V-v.’iS'S' to him ; for he^,i>**^'?rved‘‘U'iih great attention, difeipU 
np^carefglly regiflrcd, not only his moft minute adtions, 
but even his words. Thefe memoirs' of Damh falling after- 
watds into the hands of "Julia Augujia^ the wife of the em- 
peror Severus^ fhe imparted them to Philcjhatus^ who chiefly 
copied from them what he wrote of his pretended hero. Apol^ 
loniui^ on his journey from Nmeve to BabyUn^ learned, as 
he palled through Mefopotamia^ what ♦’o his time had been 
a great fcAet, namely, that of underftanding the anfwers of 
oracles delivered by birds. Thus this wife philofophcr adopted 
the follies peculiar to each country through which he palled. 

Upon his arrival at Babylon^ he was leceived by the mages 
of the place, with whom he often conferred in private (Y). r/wj 

He Babylon^ 

•* Philost, vit. Apoll. Ty. 1 . i. c. lo— 25. 


(Y) Vhihjlraius deferibes Ba- 
hyhn as a city above feventy 
miles in compafs, with walls of 
an extraordinary height and 
breadth, as if it had been no 
Jefs magnificent and beautiful in 
the time of Apollonius^ than for- 
merly in that of Nebuchadonojor | 
whereas it is plain from Pliny, 
who was cotemporary with 
ApolhniuSy that Babylon cheti lay 
ID ruins, and fcarce any building 
remained, except the temple of 


Belus (9). Trajan, who, not 
many years after, w.is prompted, 
by a commendable curiofity to 
vifit fo celebrated a place, found 
it quite but jed in its ruins (i); 
and Paufanias, who wrote in 
the reign of Marcus Aurelius, 
tells Ub, that Babylon, the great- 
eft city die fun ever faw, had, in 
his time, nothing left but its 
walls. Thefe icmair.cd long af- 
ter, the fpace within being mada 
a park by the Parthian kings 


fot 


(9) I, vh iG, 


(i) Dio, A Ixviii. p, 78 j. 





tittMfUils foon left Bak^n^'iKDA^ 

*9 ladifiL. for InSa s where he was receivenl with grsit jdf^eehi 
b; a ktng named Phra^thes^ of whom PM^atm 
wonders ; and by him Introduced to Hfarcimst the YSbicf of 
the Bramansy who at that time Vas buCjei|^hteea jtm -eU 
(Zy ^Apollonius pafled four mojjfths with them^ held freipreof 
conferences with the chief mdn amongft to whkh OdI: 
even Damis was admitted, aibd ever kfcer i^tertained a 
opinion of their fe<a. After pe had lcar*it a ll the myftents oT 
their profedion, he left IndtA and, ret'^l 
at the mouth of the Eup^teSy or 
from thence by land to aahylonyjji^ f 
Nineve to Antioch* was nOt, it tf 
at Antioch ; for, nft^fhort ftay m thy^ty, 
lonwy and fettled ^in that country, tfelK 
Ephefusy and fometi^> es^^ ftr\^^ c 
Peturnsto He is faid to have lyidertaken with incredible fui 
Afia, and reformation of manners, iirft at EphefuSy and afterwards in 
then un- the other cities of loma ; reclaiming, partly by his precepts, 
dtrtakes partly by his exemplary life, fuch as were intirely abandoned 
tht re- to all manner of Itwdncfs and iniquity K From Ionia he 
formation to Iltum^ where he embarked for LeJboSy and from 
of man- thence failed to Athers ; in which city he reformed innuaie* 
rable abufes, and utterly aboidhed the inhuman fpcdtaclcs of 

* Philost. vit. Apol. Ty. 1, Hi. c. 15 , i 6 . ** Idem, 1. iv. c. i, z% 


myftents 1 
' land» 
; went 
from 
ired 
removed to 
bmetimes at 


kuch 


for the keeping of wild beads, 
and the diverfion of hunting. It 
is therefore plain, that Fbilo-^ 
ftratus was no lefs miftaken m 
his defeription of Babylon^ than 
he is in fuppofuig, that the 
kings of Parthia, in the time 
of ApollanitUf refided there, it 
being plain from Strabo^ that 
they then palTed the winter at 
Ctefiphen near Seleucia^ and the 
fummer at Ecbatana (2). lie 
tells us, that the king's name, 
who then reigned, viO&Vardanei ; 
and that, two years'^ and two 
months befoie, he had recoveicd 
his kingdom, which had been 
unjudly feized by ^his brother 
Gotarzes ; adding, that Apollonius 


pafTed zo months at the courV 
and found, about iix months af- 
ter, the fame prince dill on tht 
throne (3) ; fo that, accordin| 
to Pbilojlr atus^ Vat dams muS 
have reigned four years, and up- 
wards ; whereas it is plain from 
^Tacitus (4), that Vardanes began 
to rule over the Parthians in the 
feventh year of Claudius*t reign, ' 
and was dead fome time befort 
the end of the ninth. 

(Z) If what Philofiratus re-) 
lates of thefe philofophers be 
true, they were far from bdog 
godb, though they impionily 
paiied themjdves for fuch upon 
the dndifcerning multitude/5). 


(a) Strabo f 1. xvi. p. 743. (j) Phtlofi. vtt, ApoL 7 y. /. I. e. l$t 79* 

(4} ^acit* annaU I xu e* 8, y, so, (5} Poi/^, tbtd, 4 Ui. c, 6 , & 9. 
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Hr travel iffiow reviving every- where 

liie antreirt /uperfRtion of the Greeks^ and eftabhfhing the 
idoiatrous WoHliip of the gods. The Elsans invked him to 
the /ports^ which 'were to be celebrated on occafion of the 
eXth Olympiad^ fevcO ycira before Nero undertook the cut- 
•|ing of the ifthmus, and \onfcqtientIy in the year of the 
Chriftian sera 6i., He Com'^ied with their invitation, and, 

^jr his Warm exhe. 'lations, inferired many, both Greeks and 
«)reigners, Witl\ ^ove of virtue, and abhorrence of vice. 

Corinth ‘le ^is .^.llndly received, and ever after admired, 
by Demetrh Vi‘ celebrai”d Cynic of thofe days, and 

bis dif^iple ■ . “^At Lacedee>mn^ where he paiTcd great 

part of the is faid to have perfuaded the inhabitants 

to refume th<‘r matiner of livin^ J- But of this great 

and remarkaL^ r^'^.vrni^tion no notice is mkt n by any other 

* write*. me beginning of fprif^ tie failed from Lace^ 
devmn \oCretc^ and from thence ti^Rome^ where he lUid, 
performing wonderful things, related at large by the author 
of his life, till he was obliged to quit the city, in virtue of 
an edid enadled by Nero^ driving ail philofophers out of 
Rome. 

He then retired to Ca:U%^ where, in a private conference 
with Galba^ he encouragcil him to revolt from Ncro^ and He enebif 
afTume the fbvereignty. From Cadiz he ciolTcd over to /ffri- ragesQ^U 
ca^ from Africa to HeUu/ia^ 2.nd th.tnce to Sicily^ whcfe ha rf- 

* he received the tidings of dir.ith. However, tie would Jrem 

not return to Rome^ but failed to jhhu’>a or Crmv, wlierc 

he remained the wuntcr, and eailv in the fpnr.g palled over 
into where he w'as followed h\ \a(t cioud<, the fu- 

perftitious flocking fibhi ail nuiutjrj to hear ard 

fee him. Phih/lratnr would fain pcifuade- u-, that f'rjpa'iu:: 
went into Eiypt for the fume purpofe ; but of the true mo- 
tive of his journey, we have Ipokeii ciftwheic, Hv.wevei, 

VefpafiaHy who wa? not txen.pt, as7..(,V’.v obfer\ from 
fiich fLperftition, while he Wri> m went to vihr jdpsi- 

Joniusy and feemed to er.reiiii.n a n.iglity (-pinion of inm. 

He cohfulted him in private about the liatr of liis afi-'din, and fs esr/tdi-^ 
paid great deference to his judgnient. Dio and E'ithi ahs^ ed hy\e.- 
two celebrated philofophcif, advifed Vtjp.^J]an to i enounce fpaiiaii. 
the fovertignty, after he had overcome / ifiilius, and reflore 
the republic to its former libeity. But Jp'dlnnius oppofed 
their fentiments, which cccdloned a v/..r,n dchate, y-lpolls- 
being, it feems, impatienf of rll cor.ii\.r!.--tion. Ve/pa- 
jim fellowed the opinion of Ay Qikr.lu^., v. 'i*» rhereupon took 
the iibert) to inflru£f h;m how to go*, cm with cqmty and 

* PiiiiosT !. :v c 3 - ; T. 
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moderation. Vefpajian would have rewarded him #ith great 
generofity for his excellent precepts ; but the philofbpber 
would not accept the lead acknowlegement 

From Alexandria Vefpajian jl^parted for Rome^ and Apoi* 
lonius foon after for Ethiopia^ a defign to vifit the phi- 
lofophers of that country, wKoih Philojiraius calls Gymnofo* 
phijis ; a name by all other writers givfSei to the philofophers 
oi‘ India, Of the thirty difciplcs he '^ad at this time, tra 
only accompanied liim in mis jourrtr|»i others choofing 
to remain at Alexandria, ytit was at iSrflFkeceiyed very coldly 
by the Ethiopian philc^phers, who bJH been f^judiced 
againll him by Euphtmes ; but tliey foAn rccohcUed to 
each other, and heU*^cvcral private c^yfen«s, which Apol^ 
ioniiii interrupted/ to view the fourdJ?^^ th^ 5 
did not go beyond^he tbird^tarad. fie to Egypt^, 

about the time that y took the city of J erufaler^yfhxdti 
he entered on the eighth of September of the year 70. “The 
next year Titus returned to Rome, and was met by Apollonius 
at Argos^t who the fame year traveled all over Phoenicia^ 
lonioy Cilicia ; viGted feveral cities of Greece ; and, if Codi^ 
HUS is to be believed, went to Byzantium^ and there fet up 
fcveral talifmans, of magical figures, which remained till the 
year 870. when the emperor najilius caufed them to be re- 
moved ", Phom Byzantimn he returned to Greece^ and from 
thence to Home ; where he endeavoured to ftir up the people 
againft the emperor Domitian^ and exhorted Nerva^ who 
was afterwards emperor, to head them. Domitian was in- 
formed of his private practices, and, at the fame time, told, 
that in the neighbourhood of Rome he had facrificed a child, 
in order to difeover, by viewing its entrails, what fuccefs 
would attend Nerva^ if he engaged in the confpiracy. Here- 
upon the emperor wrote to the governor of Afta^ whither 
Apollonius was already retired, ordeiing him to feize him, and 
fend him in chains to Rome, But Apollonius^ before the order 
arrived, had left Afia,^ in order to return to Rome, At Pu^ 
ieoli he found Demetrius the celebrated Cynic^ who acquainted 
him with the emperoi’s edi6t, ordering all the philofophers 
to depart Rome ; and, at the fame time, exhorted him to 
retire, left he fhould fall a ficriGce to the rage of Domitian^ 
who bore an irrcconcilcable luti ed to all philofophers, and to 
him in particular. Apollonius leplicd, that he could not fol- 
low h's advice, without betraying Nerva ; and that he was 
very furc it was not in the power of the'tyrant to put him to 
death. He therefore purfued his journey to Rome^ in the 

» Philost. 1. V, c. 3 — x^. “ Georg. Codin. origines 

ConHantinop. 

habit 
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lu^it peculiar to pfaiUoibphers { but obliged Dems, his only 
companion, to (piit it, left he ihould be difcovered and 
feized 

Hb no fooner arrived at Rdmey than the emperor ordered PThera hi 
Pafperius i^Elianuiy captain of the praetorian guards, to feize is /eizeJ 
him. Cajperiusy who had a particular veneration for him, and im-^ 
under pretence of examining him in private, inffrufted him pri/entd 
hoi^to make bis dermce, ^'hen fummoned before the judges ; h Domi- 
Ttnd then, as ha du^ft not difmifs him, committed him to 
p£ifon ; where comforted his fellow -prifoners, fifty 

in number, and raged them to bear their confinement, 
and the miferiesJ^**enaing it, with conftancy and patience. 

After he had been^:^ > ms confined for the fpace of fix days, he 
was brought lieforV-he cg[ipcror, who examined him con- 
cerning the d ^figns'^of Nerva, Jpollonris anfwcrcd, That 
Nerva 'entertained the leafi thought of confpiring 

agaii:>j^ him, or afiuming the /overeigiAy ; though he was at 
that time actually contriving, according to Philojiratus^ the 
means of depofing the emperor, and feizmg the empire, 
being inftigated thereunto by Apollonius himfcif p. Domitiany 
finding he could draw no fatisfadory anfwcr from him, or- 
dered his beard to he (liaved, a great affront to a philofopher ; 
and commanded him to be led back to prifon, loaded with 
chains, front which however he was two days after difeharged, 
at the requeft of Cafperius^ While he was in bonds, he 
afiured Damisy who attended him even in prifon, that the 
emperor, notwithftanding his great power, could not hurt 
him j and, in fo faying, drew, with great eafe, his leg out of • 
the chain. He was a few days after brought again before the h broughi 
emperor; who, after having exsmined him in the prcfcnce of bfffire tbt 
many perfons of diftidlion, declared him innocent, and after- 
wards had a private conference with him, in which Apollonius h 
difplayed to him the great evils that muft ncccflarily cnfue"J^ , 
from the prince’s giving ear to informers. As for myfelf^ ^ 
faid he, / am not under the leajl apprchenfion : you may caufe 
me to be feized ; but put ?ne to death you cannot : that the laws 
of fatey and my dejhnyy will not allow, ApolloniuSy having 
thusfpoken, difappeared, and was feen that evening at Putcoiiy 
three days journey diftant from Romc^, 

From Puteoli he paiFcd over into Sicilyy and from thence 
into Greecey where he remained two years, followed and ad- 
mired by vafi crouds, and perfons of all ranks and ages, 
whom, by his precepts and example, he animated to defpife 
and place their whole happinefs in.the puifuit of vir- 

^ Philost. 1. vii.c.a— 6. ' Idem ibid. c. 3, 12, 14. 

1 Idem ibid, c. 17. 
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tue. From; he r^turhed t6 loHra^ tefidihg ' ^^tiy iC 

Smyrnoy atid partly at Ephefus ; 1>ut frequently viftting ail ^ 
Js aar cities of that province. While he was difcourfing to a nu- 
quaintid merous aflembly at Ephefusy the fame minute that Domitian 
nnith D6- was (lain, he began, all on a fudden, to lower his Voice, aa 
xnitian’j if he had been kized with fear ; but, neverthelefs, purfued 
death the his difcourfe for fome time, though faii^Hy, and often ftop»^ 
•very m- pj^g^ as if he had been intent uponi ibmething elfe. 
ftute It length he quite gave over fpeaking ; a hw eyes ftedfaft on 
appens. ground ; and, after a {hurt filence^ homey hecri^. 

Jit ike the tyrant home. As the numercAs ’a|eml;(!y was greatly 
furprifed, he no fooncr returned to him®^' than he bid them 
be of good chear, and rejoice For ti^^^ranty added he, is 
dead ; he is juji now expired The thi ig is related by 
Dio Cajpus^ as an event not to be doiru^c^^nay, he adds, 
ih 2 X Jpollmiusy during his ttance, as he calls nrfnamed Su~ 
phanus^ crying out fo,:is to be heard by the whole alTetnbly, 
Courage, brave Stephanus ! courage / difpatch the tyrant *. 
Js incited Nerva, who fucceeded Dcmitiany had no fooner taken pof- 
to Rome feflion of the empire, than he wrote to Apollonius, inviting 
^Nervraj hini to Rome. The philofopher returned anfwcr. That, by 
but re/ufes decrees of fate, they were never more to fee one another. 
to go thi- However, fome time after, he wrote to the emperor a letter 
filled with excellent precepts for governing with equity and 
moderation. This letter he font by Damis, whom he charged 
to deliver to the emperor fevtral rules of government by word 
of mouth in his name. 

While Damis was Rotne, he received advice, that 
He difap- Apollonius had difappeared whence he concluded, that he 
pears. had fent him to Rome, on purpofe that he might not be pre- 
fent at his death : hence he is generally thought to have died 
this year, the firft of Nervas reign, and ninety-fixth of 
the Chriftian sera (A). In the epitome of Dio CaJRus by 

Xiphiliny 

^ Philost. I. viii. c. lo. ■ Dio, p. 768. 


(A) Damis, in his memoirs, 
made no mention of his death ; 
and Fhihjlratus declares, that in 
his time no one could give any 
probable account of it. Some 
pretended he died at Ephefus ; 
others related, that he went into 
a temple at Lindas in the ifland 
of RMesy and was never after- 

( 6 } 


wards feen. Philofiratus aiTnres 
us, that though he had traveled 
into feveral countries, he coaid 
no-ivhere find his tomb, nor hear 
any certain account of the man- 
ner of his death f6). This fuc- 
cinft account of the life cf AhnU 
lonitis is (Welled by Philoflratus 
with a great number of miracles 
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jSpbflm^ wa rejd, that the wicked eaiperor had 

a particular efteem for Apollonius^ whom he looked upon as 
the moft .accouiplilhed impoftor and forcerer the wcild had 
^cr fccn. No one can perufe his life, though written with ^rro^^ncf 
the utmoft partiality, without difcovering in all bis actions a ^ndtre- 
gre?4 deal of pride, 'arrogance, and preruiTipri('n, and an ex- fuff'piim. 
'^j^ordinary opinjon <f his own viitue. Before hi'^ journcv to" 

Indla^ when th^lmag^ pf the Parthian king was Hiewn him, 
anci he commanded Jc- adore it, accordin*.’; to the cuHom of 
the country, rc^turned to the king’s ofRccrs this arrogant 
and haughty anfwer ' The prince ^ zvhom you a hr ^ , it, ay reckon 
himfelf happy^ if }\fkferv £5 If me to he only cf'emed an l com- 
mended^. He imagiiKd himfelf poflefl'cd of all virtUvS in an 
eminent degree; took* upon him e\ery-whcre the ch*.raclcr 
of cenfur, legiflitor, inftruclor, CsTc. pretended to knov/ every 

• 

* Philost. I. i. c. 14, 15, 19, 

and predidion?, upon which he heap of inconfiftent fables ^9), 
makes long defcancs. Amongft Moil of the fathers fpeak of it 
ocher miracles wrought b/ his in the fame llile (i) ; as do like- 
hero, he tells us, that he re- wife SuiSas [z), and the moll 
ilored to life u young woman of judicious among the modern 
a confular family : but, at the writers, to wic, Scaliter (3), 
fame time, feems to doubt, whe- Pivej (4), Vojfus (5), Cafauhoti 
ther or no Ihe was quite dead : (6), Many of the pagans 

and truly, had he ever wrought . themfelves feem to have cntcr- 
fuch a miracle, he would have tained but a very indilTercnt opi- 
been, as Euftbiut rightly ub- bion of Apollonius^ notwichlland- 
ferves (y), more famous than ifig his boailcd virtue and mira- 
hc ever was. His prodigies are cles. Even thofe who bore hitiv 
altclled only by Philojiratus, no hatred, looked upon him a., 
who, as Lipjius obferves (S), is a magician, and fcruplcd admii- 
guilty of many grofs millakes, ting him to their myileries ;y', ; 
and often contradifts himfelf in nay, the fame opinion iliil p;e- 
what relates to the Rosnen hiho- vaded in the tiin-j of h;\ p n - 
ry. What can feem lefs proba- nil Philofratus, as he himleif 
ble, than his account of what wilneffes ^8). Luimn, ipeaking 
palled at the interview between of one of his favourite and inoic 
Apollonius and DomiSian? Eu- faithful difciplcs, c?.l!s him a 
fehius CdXh his book ^romance', celebrated '^rfejjed 

and Photius looks upon it as an dan (9), 

• *^) 'P.uUl IK TLer.p. 461. fS' Lipf. Tacit, hifl 1. i-i. n. % (g'l Fvpb, 

, ibid. L'. 44. f. 29. (0 Aug. tpffi. xlx. Cbf /. .r. Jud. /nnu v, 

(1) Suid. p. 370, (3) Sciil.ger in Eufeb, clron. ,’4) I'JJ'. bp, 

Greee.J.Vu c. 15. (S) Idem ibid, ( 6 ) Cafaub. n S/art. p zz^. 

(7) Pkikft. /. iv. r 6, /. viii S. (8) Idem, /. ii# r. 3, (9) Luctan^. 

vi(. Alus. p. 47 <'* 

H 5 thing. 
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thixie, to forefee future events, to be acqaainted with fhe, 
molT hidden thoughts of thofe with whom he converfed ; 
nay^ he fufFered himfelf to be by the multitude acknowleg^d 
for a god, and divine worfhip to be paid him : which he lii^ 
deed once refufed ; but the only motive which prompted him 
to rejeft it, was fear of being envied IPhiloJIratus critS up 
his difintercftcdners, and the purity of his irtjnners ; but thi/ 
he would receive no prefents from kiivfis or emperors, yet ,he 
accepted, and even alked, a confiderahk (urn pf one Of the 
pontiffs As to the purity of his mi’'*n!ers, he was com- 
monly thought not to be free from ali bjlame ^ j at leaft his 
favourite dii'ciples wallowed, If I^ucian to be credited, in 
all manner of lewdnefs y. As he held the metempfyehojisy or 
tranfoiigration of fouls, he caufeeJ a lion to be pu*'li<*ly adored, 
pretending, that the foul of Amafis^ one of the antient kings 
of Egypt^ had palled into that animal (B). As no one could 


“ Philost. 1 . vli. c. 6. 1 . i. c. 20. 1 . viii. c. 2. 1 . iv. c. lo- 
^ Idem, 1 . viii. c. 7. ^ Philost. vit. fophif. p. 568. y Lucian. 
vit. Alex. * Philost. vit. Apoll. 1 . v. c. 1 5. 


(B) Philoftratus endeavours to 
excufe, in the bell manner he 
can, his hero for quarreling 
with the f-liilofopher Euphrates ^ 
on whom he lays all the blame. 
But either the fame writer, or 
another of the fame name, who 
had read the life of Apollonius^ 
and often refers his readers to it, 
owns, that neither Apollonius nor 
Euphrates behaved, on that oc- 
cafion, as became philofonhers 
(i). However, notwichftandirg 
ihc utnioll efforts both of Apol 
lonius^ and his panegyrift, to dif- 
credit and cry down Euphrates ^ 
he was, two hundred years after 
his death, generally efteemed 
the greatell philofipher of his 
time (2). Apollonius himfelf, be- 
fore their quarrel, fpoke of him 
to Eefptifian as a man of an un> 
blemiOied charafieUi not forcfcc- 
ing, for all his pretence to a 
prophetical fpirit, that he was 

(j) Philoji. K^ir.fopb, e, 7. p. 49Z, 

(5) Idtm tb.p, Fiin, L\ 

L ill 15. h 11. c, 8. (^) I 

L ir. (6) Eunop, in vih/epb/j 


foon to change his (lile, and in- 
veigh againll him ks one of the 
moll wicked of men (3), Pliny 
the younger, who was intimately 
acquainted with Euphrates^ be- 
llows mighty encomiums upon 
him (4,); and Arrian, in his 
comments upon Epidletus, not 
only extols his eloquence, but 
commends him greatly for having 
lived like a philofopher before 
he allumed the habit peculiar to 
that profeflion (5) He died in 
the beginning of Adrian's reign, 
with whofe pcrmiffion he put an 
end to the infirmities attending 
old age with a draught of poifon 
(6). He publiHicd lome writings 
againll Apollonius, which Philo* 
Jtratus promifes to refute (7). 
Eunapius Teems to aferibe other 
works to him upon moi»; no- 
ble fubjedsi by which he gained 
great reputation ( 8 ) . 

(^) Eufeb, in Hier, p. 464, 4^5, 

. eptft. 10. Arrian, Epi&m 

'• P- 79>* ( 7 ) W'/Sfc 

r. prafat. 
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gi||^ any certain account of the death of Apolkniusy his coun- 
crymen, the inhabitants of 7 pa»a, believed him immortal, 
and confecrated a temple to him clofe to their city *. His 
If^es were fet up in many temples ; and the emperors, in- 
Head of checking, countenanced this fuper/lition, by 
hongurs which they themfelves paid to the *mpoftor (C). But ' 
notwitbftanding the great efteem which feveral of the em- 
perors had for,.?jm, and his many pretended miracles, he 
WHS, at the be^nning of the fourth century, gencrallv looked 
upon as an impoftor, and a magician K Eimaplm^ who wrote 
in the beginning of iSe fifth century, attempted to retrieve 
the reputation of his pretended hero ^ ; but was therein at- 
tended with no betfer fucctffs*than a late writer of no mean 
charader ; for, in fpit^ of the utmofi efforts of men, falf- 
hbod muff, in the end, yield, and truth prevail. Philojhatus Hh 
has tranfmitted to us feveral letters written by Apollomus^ ’works. 
moft of them very fliort, with a long Spo’ogy, which he had 
compofed with a defign to pronounce it before Domitian^ not 
knowing though a great prophet, that the emperor would 
not hear it, and that in writing it he laboured to no effedh 
Befides this apology, and a great number of letters to perfons 
of all ranks and conditions lie wrote ^ tieatife upon judi> 

* Eunap. in vlt. fophill. pricfat. ^ Lact, h v. c. 3. 

« Eunap. in prrsfat. ** Philost. 1 . viii. c. 3. « Idem, 

1. iJi. c. 1 3. 


(C) Adrian collefled, and 
lodged in the palace at Antium^ 
a great many of his letters (9). 
Antonius Caracaila honoured 
him with divine worfhip, and 
confecrated a temple to him { i ). 
The emperor Alexander kept his 
image in a private place of Jiis 
palace, together with the images 
pf our Saviour, of Abraham, 
and of feveral princes, who had 
governed with equity and mode- 
ration (2). Vopifeus telLs us, that 
he read in certain memoirs, and 
alfo heard of perfons of credit, 
that the em^^cror Aurehan being 
r^folvcd to give up ^he city of 
to be plundered by his 


foldiers, Apollonius appeared to 
hitn, and diverted him from that 
defign ; and adds, that the em- 
peror, convinced by that mira- 
culous apparition, that Apollo- 
nius was a god, vowed to him 
an image, a temple, and a fia- 
tue (3) ; but, whether he per- 
formed his vow, Vopifeus does 
not inform us ; neither does he 
vouch the truth of the appari- 
tion, though he profeiTed a par- 
ticular veneration for Apollonius^ 
and even defigned to write his 
life in Latin^ as PhiloJJratus had 
done in Greek, that his Jlupcn- 
dous idlions^ fays he, may be 
known to the whole world. 


*/») Phmji. /.viii, f. I*, 14. (I) D.o. /. Jjcxvii. p, 87$, (j) Lamp, 

in Vlt. ViTijp. 123, (3) V^p^jc. xnvit.Aurd. 
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cial 'afirolosv, comprifcd in four books and another uj 
ficrifices, wherein he pretended to (hew with what kind ^ 
vidlinis each deity was moft pleated. The former treatne 
was not much efteenud ; but the latter was received wil|i; 
eeneral apuhufe. It is once quoted by Eufebiui 8, and men^ 
tioneJ hkcwife by Suldas His theology, out of which 
Eufelws quotes a paAFageS and his treatife upon facnhccs- 
are, in all likelihood, one and the fame woftt..^, 


CHAP. X?.:- 

^ « *** 

From the Peatb of Domitian, tbe^ lajt of the tweht 
Cmlars, to the 'Death of Trajan, who brought the 
Emt>jrc to its utvtojl GranJettr ttnd Extent. 


M. Cnc- t-pHE deith of Domitian was no fooner divulged, than the 
ceiosNer- X f^natc aU'emblcd, and with one voice declared M. Cec- 


va emjie 
ror» 


ceius Ner-j.t cmp'^ron He was a native of Narn:o in Um- 
bria ; buth's farnilv came orifttnalK irom the iOiind of Crete ; 
fo tlut he Wa\s nciiher by birih a n'>r dt fceivled 

His //;;//-. ,n Italian i^imdy (A). He was born, according to D:o CaJ- 
b- rii the iLventcenth ni' Afar dj, jn the eighteenth year of 

n.i:ii, ijisd ihirtN -fecond c'.t the Chi iffun ;rra ; and 
wVb hv A - hi tl.L tsvehth yr.a of his rciim, hoiiMurcd with 
the pirwuiihip, ^nd a itaiue iii the palace having, by his 


. 1 I iv' c. 6, * ^ prTp pvaiig. lib. iv. 

1- suiD p. 3"6 Minsi n. demonll tvung. 1. iii. 

• !' I.'mo, \ IxMdVp. 77J< ^ Tacii. anii.l.xv. c. 7. 


(A H.iske\Tr, his father, 
{Tiiuidfitl-. r, :r-y’ gre.-t grandfa- 
ther, had hern lionoarcd in 
with the contular dignity.^ IIis 
grandfatlier M. Cocceius Ner'caj 
one of the mort learned civilmns 
in R we, v^as conful in the eighth 
year of fibnjui''s reign, and 
twenty-fccond of the C^hriftian 
a;ra, accompanied that pr nee in 
his r^jiiremcnt, and,4ifFeaed with 


the ^adnef- of the times, chofe, 
when 111 perfett health, a volun- 
tary death (i). His father, who 
bore the fame name, was conful 
in the fourth year of the reign of 
Claudius, and 'fortieth of the 
Chrillian sera (2). His mother^ 
by name Plautilla, was defeended 
from an illuftrious family, being 
the daughter of one Lanas •'I con- 
sular (3). 


(j\ ructf.cnttal.l vi. c. S. Xtr. ViFl tplt. Eutitf. X Ixvii. p. 767. 
Ttort f' ^* 9 * f' '98* (^) 

fl) C>L-ur. p, 24 <'l 


elegant 



CfXX, y|»JtoinMi Si/hty. •> 

4|||il)t fOMM (fat b» vnone of the beft poets of his tune), 
l^ed the gtBsAon of that prince, adio even infcribed to him 
bllie of his poetical piecet^. fpeaki of his epigrams, 

and commendt thehi ** He wfis coitful with Veffafian in the 
yhar 7 1. and with Dinitian ja 90 

1$ commended by all the antients as a prin'^c of a moft hma^^ 
fareet and humane temper, of great moderation and genero- 
fity, and one who looked upon himfelf as raifed to the em- 
pircj not for his own advantage, but for that of his people ; 
and truly the happinefs and w^farc of thofe who lived unaer 
him were, during the fhort time he reigned. Ins only end and 
puifuit He feems to have |>een naturally timorous ^ , and 
fome writers charge Both hi n and Tfajan with exceffive di ink- 
ing g. Apollomus Tyan Ui was the firft, if Philojifatus is to 
be credited, who folicited him to afTume the fovercignt), or 
at leift to dthver Rome from the tviaiyiy of Domttian V^r- 
va hearkened to him , but hi courage failed him, when the 
defign vv s to b p itinextcu ion ^ Apotlomus^ h we\er, did 
not fcriule denying the whole tj DomiUan^ aflunng him, 
that iS/iri/ /, th)ugh equal to the greattft honour, vi-'s fo 
fir from p»'ocunii^ them by unlaw ul mc'*ns, that he would 
not accept thtm, if offered, dreading 1 thmj; fo much, on 
account ot fiis inhrmit'e*-, and his love of r tiiemtnt, as being 
any- way concern d in the adminiltration ot piblic affii'-s ^ 

However, DomiUany eitltr acquain ed with defj^n, harrowty 

or givinj^ cicait to the aftr )lo^ rs who advifi a him to he- e/capes 
ware ot Air (ly fnee his n^tixity teemed to promifc h m the ifeatb un^ 
empir*, confiiieJ 1 ini to Taft} turn in the tear 94 and would Domi 
have p If 1 iin ^o death, 1 ad nof a ni ire k nd aitrologcr atiured 
thecmper(r, th^t ^t7cf7, who w s of a weik conftitution, 
and fubjedt to many u brmities, would die in a few da}S ^ 

Domitian 
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(B) 4wrelius jr writes that 


Nerxa, Jreadi 


p * -w 

nisb jf if itLircd to 
and wa» tn^ wien he n 
the news cur th/ tyrant s 


the cruelty of 
(jauU 
received 
i(|^ tyrant s death. 


and his own '’ffumption to the 
empire 4) On the o her hand* 
Dio Caj/iur tikch ro notice of his 
banilhment • but fuppofei bin\ 
to have been at Rome when Do^ 


( 4 ) Aur Vt 7 inePU 


mtfau 



id$ the Reraan B. 

h ac- ' DOMITIAN being killed on the eigl^jjeentb of 
itnwlegti the year 96. Nerva was the fame &y declared emperor 
4 mperor iy the fenate, and, as fuch^ acknowleg^^d by the praetorian guards, 
tbtfenate notwjthftanding their concern fof the deaiK^^^the fateemperor^ 

iutdfol* which they would have revenged, had thdy not been reftrained 

ditry^ jjy Petromus Sicunduj^ one of their captains, and by Porthe- 

Y®**' Domitian'^ chief chamberlain *. l^erva had fcarce af-, 

the flood Cmnej fovereignty, when a falfe report was fprcad, thal^ 
nf^Ph Z><7OT/r/V7« was ftillalivc, and the news of his death only an 

artifice to difcover the defigns of fucli as he fufpedted : hence 
Of Rome feized all, and the concourfe about the new emperor 
ft dirpcrfcd in a moment. Nerva himfelf, naturally wary and 
timorous, was ftruck fpeechlefs* hetrayctf great difmay in his 
countenance, and, fallen from the hi^eft hopes, waited for 
prefent death, till Parthenius afTured him, that the report was 
quite groundlefs. Hereupon, recovering his former temper, 
he went fird to the camp of the praetorian guards, and thence, 
after he had fecured them by a promife of the uf^ual donative^ 
to the fenate, where he was received with the greateft marks 
imaginable of efteem and afFe<ftion. Many congratulatory 
fpecches were made to him on this occafion ; but that of Arrtus 
Antoninus (p the emperor T. Antoninus by his mother, 
was of a different nature from the reff ; for, cmbracUig the new 
emperor, with whom he had long lived in great intimacy, 

“ I am come (faid he) with the reft, to congratulate the fc- 
natc, the people of Rome^ and the provinces of the em- 
pire, upon your adv«inccment to this high poft ; but cannot 
pay the fame compliment to you, who, after having, by 
your wifdom and virtue, liftppily efcaped the rage of fo 
“ many wicked princes, plunge yourfclf into new dangers 
and troubles, being expoled to the cenfure and hatfed both 
** of your friends and foes, efpeciaJly of the former, who will 
not fail, if any of their fuits are denied, to become your 
moft implacable enemies 


^ Plin. panegyr. Dio, I. Ixviii. p. 769. 
in cpi:. 


jKttian was murdered : for he tells 
us, that Paribemus, and the other 
confpirators, offered the empire, 
before the*affaffination of Domi- 
ei&n, to fcveral perfoas ; who, 
looking upon fuch an offer as a 
fjo^are laid for their deffruflion, of preferving 


Aur. J ’ict. 

declined it; at length 

Nerva, wV'-diily expefted to 
be facrificed tffr the jealouify of 
the emperor, wnf epromr^ed, by 
his own fear, to . t fove- 

reign power, as/thei .^.ny 

ghisVe^iO- 


(-,) l.l3i\lu p. 767 , 
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C'XX. JtU msDsn Hifiirf, v ioy 

J S^tRVA, MW^flhnci] in the fovere^fjr both by the 
ate and foiJicry, blendc^*togethcr two ^ings, fays Tact- 
tus ”, once thought irrecoiflcileable ; public' liberty, and fove- 
Ji^ign power ; for, under himy \the Romans enjoyed all the for- R®' 
mcr, and felt none of the c^l effe£ts of the latter He im- *>**”• 
mediately delivered from their fears, and fet at liberty, all^.**^ 
thole who had bcen,'^4ndcr the late emperor, arraigned of®**** 
treafon, and recalled as had been banilhed under colour 
of the fame crime P, c^Ting their lands and inheritances to 
be reftored to them, without the leafi dedu£lion (C). How- 
ever, he would not fiifter Ltcinianus^ who had been banilhed 
for debauching a veftal, to return to Italy ; but gave him 
leave to pafs the remainder of his life in Sicily Heena£led Punj^s 
more fevere laws agJiinft informers, than Titus had done, who infirm* 
abhorred that race of men j and caufed all the flaves and freed- 
m'en to be put to death, who had informed againft their ma- 
ftcrs and patrons. Befides thefe, many other informers were 
publicly executed, and, amrjng them, a philofopher by name 
Seras. At the fame time he publifhed an edi6f, forbidding, 
agreeably to the antient laws of Rome^ a Have or freedman to 
appear againlf his mafter in any accufation whatfoever ; and Aholijhis 
ordering, that no perfon fliould, for the future, be accufed of the law of 
violated majefty, or profecuted for living after the manner of majefty, 
the fews by which words Dio^ without all doubt, meant 
the Chrillians. He folemnly fwore, th^r no fenator Ihould 
ever by his order be put to death ; and religioufly obferved his 
oath, though Tome of th.it body confpired aiiainft him, as we 
(hall prefently relate. All the goods and effe6fs belonging to Redrrjfea 
particulars, which he found in the palace, he ordered to be im* smar- 
med iately reftore to the proprietors ; IcfleoLd the taxes ; deli- ances^ 
vered the Jews from the cruelties and opprc/lions of the col- 
iedlors of the public revenues ; and, to the great fatisfadfion 
of the Romans^ annulled the law of Augujlus^ ordering the 
twentieth part of each inheritance and legacy to be paid in to 
the exchequer. 

He allowed^o gold or filvcr ftatues to be ered^cd to him, 
rctrenciwWl fuperfluQus expences, abolifliing, for that pur- 

" Tacit. vit.^gnVyc. 3. ° Plin. 1 . i::. epift. 13. P Dio, 

1 . h'viii. p. 769. 1 ^ Euseb. 1 . iii. c. 20. Dio, ibid. 

\ . / 


(C) many il- followingvear, which has reached 

lultricMisj^onsr. who returned us, bears the following legend ; 
from banifl^en/ on this occa- Exules Rom ^ that is. The 

(ion (6) ; and a medal ftruck the exiles reftored to Rome (7). 

/*- 

(6) FUn, /, iv, epft^ IX. (y) Bireg, numtf. p, 144. 


( 7 ) Birag, numif, p. 144. 
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loo»a |^|«3Pv jLlIli’* 

pofit, diren facrlfices, and public fiiewa i\%nd, as hd M 
wanted money wherewith to reliVve the necef&’tOus cidzet^^ 
and reward his friends, he at laflfybld great part of the gol4, 
and filver plate, and rich furn«jf^,/hoth offTls own houfe, anf 
of the imperial palace, with f^^^jral houfes and efiates. In 
felling them, he was not difficlorlt bs to the price i but fcemed 
oveijoyed to have fo favourable ati^ opportunity of obliging 
many. He laid out a vaft Turn upoij^i purchafc of land, to 
be divided amongft the poor of RostU^ appointing (bme Sena- 
tors of known integrity, and, among the reft, one Corellus^ 
highly eftecmed by Pliny *, to divide it amongft the indigent *. 
From feveral medals of this year it appears, that he twice di- 
vided confiderablc fums among the people, befides the lands, 
and moreover a large quantity of com The children of 
fuch as were poor he caufed to be brought up, in all the cities 
of Italy ^ at the public ^expcnce. Heeafcd not only Italy ^ bot 
all the provinces, of the heavy impofitions with which they 
had been burdened by Vefpaftan and Domitian ; and utterly 
abolifhed the tribute upon all carriages, which was generally 
looked upon as an infufferable grievance: hence the fenate 
caufed feveral medals to be ftruck, to perpetuate, by that 
means, the remembrance of fo great a favour w. Of the 
many inftances of his difintcreftednefs taken notice of by the 
antients, we (ball only relate the following : Atticus^ a citizen 
of Athens^ father to the famous Her odes Atticus^ of whom we 
fhall fpeak in the reign of Antoninus^ having difeovered in 
his houfe a large treafure, wrote to Nerva^ defiring to know 
how he (hould difpofe of it. The emperor, who had no 
by as to avarice, anfwered, there ^ Ufe it ; but Atticus^ not 
thinking himfelf yet fecure, wrote to him a fecond letter, 
acquainting him, that the treafure was too great for a private 
perfon, and that he was thence afraid to ufe it. To this the 
generous prince replied in two words, Ergo ahutere^ Then 
'ahufe tt y fignifying thereby, that the treafure was his without 
i^ferve, and that he might difpofe of it as he thought fit 

Nerva renewed the law of Domitian^ pi\»hibiting the,ca- 
ftration of children / j and by one edidl Confe-aedrall the 
grants of that prince. He publiftied a (forbidding any 
one to marry his niece, which was fir^allov|7a in the reign 
of Claudius j applied himfelf with great cafc to the reforma- 

« Plin. 1. vii. epift. 31. ^ Dio, I. Ixviih^^^jo.^f Zonar. 

p. 199. Chron. Alexand. « Birac. numif, w Idfm 

p. 144. Philost. in vit. fophift. p. 546. ^ 

J. Ixviii. p. 770, * Idem ibid, 1 


Dio^^ 



C. XX. JliiURottuui Sificrjf. * lOf 

<rwi of manners ; Wu iAI|»us in <fae luiminiitntion d|i ju- 
^ % and, in (bl^i behav;^ in fuch manner towards al4 
tmt he ufed (o Uf, He Mmed be might refign the empire, 
and return with fafety to as^ivate life, not being confcious to 
bimftlf of having' done thljijrfl thing that could give any 
than juft motive of olFenceE% ijie was perhaps too kind to Hu /ea 
fua(}^as were altogether un^oreily of his favours ; which gave great Uni- 
occafion to fome perlhos » complain of his lenity and indul- ry »*- 
gence (D). As foon al^by the death of DMtiian, and af- dulgence. 
fumption of Nerva^ puj^^ liberty was reftored, to ufe the 
expreifionof Pliny^^ all ybo had fuftcred by falfe accufations 
flocked to the fenate, dedianding, that condign puniihnient 
might be forthwith inflided qn fuch as had informed againft 
them. The fenate hearkened to their requeft, and punifhed 
fome with death, othea^ with banilhment ; but not without 
great partiality, fearing thofe of their own body. Hereupon 
Pliny boldly undertook the accufation of Puhlicut Certus^ who 
was not only of the fenatorial order, out had been by Domi-^ 
tian named to the confulfhip with VeHius Proculus, The (c* 
nate, having fit ft attempted in vain to perfuade Pliny to drop 
the profccution, referred in the end the whole afFair to the 
emperor, who contented himfelf with confirming the conful- 
Ihip to VeSlius^ and naming another ter that dignity in the 
room of Certus^ who died foon after of grief c (E). 

On 


• Dio, 1 . Ixviii. p. 770. •» Pi IN I. ix. epift. 13. c Idem 


ibid. Dio, p. 769. 

(D) Having one day invited 
to his table, oefidcs many ocher 
perfons of diilindlion, Junius 
Mauricus, who had been banifhed 
by Domitian, and Fubticius ret' 
into, SL confular, who, with his 
fecret informations, had occa> 
iioned the ruin of many illu' 
ilrious citizens v? the preceding 
reign, guells hap- 

pened to mtntiyiifi^JuIlus Mef- 
falinus^ a noteu ahfbrmf^* under 
Domitian f when 'sthe 'emperor, 
hearing him nam^d, IVhatnMould 
C.icullus fOf faj^' \y:*, wre he alive 
t IV ^ ^ifre alime «ow, 

replied Ma^ with great free.- 

Pf'n /. iv. zi. 


'dom, be ^vould he at table ^'ith 
us ; which was a gentle refiedtion 
on the emperor's lenity and kind- 
nefi to Velento, and others, hom 
he ought rather to have puniflied 
than carefled 

(E) Ner^^a did not think it 
advife.iblc 10 condemn h»ni. a-’ 
was then commonly believed he* 
caufe he lived in great fnendihip 
with the governor of Syria, who 
was at the head of a powerful 
army ; which gave no fmall um- 
brage to (9). Rsfides, in 

the heat of the firit profccution^, 
fome pcrlonf, among the rell, tiie 
phdolbpher Seras, had been pU' 

fj', IJtm, ;v ••'."7, rj. 

nilT.rd 
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voho far- 
dom him. 


coniuiuupi wnicn was tne nrit after jqjs s^co^oir to toe cmr 
pire I aiid chofe for his collegue^. Virgimw Rufus^ to whc^ 
the foldiers had frequently otfefeVthe empire. As Virginius 
was rifing, after he had afTuieyjd \ht fafces, to pronotioq;^ z 
fpe^ch in praife of the ei/ipere , according to the cuftom 
which then obtained, he let H hoo^t drop out of his hand. ^d. 


to break his leg ; which, as he wasVVen in the eighty-th|rd 
year of his age, occafioned bis death^^^ He was, by the empe- 
ror’s order, buried with the utikic^t pomp and magnificence ; 
and Cornelius Tacitus the hiftori»^ whom Nerva named to 
the confulate in his room, pronbuii'^ed his funeral oration 
Pliny wrote another panegyiic 'ipon iTlm in a letter which 
he fent to one of liis friends, acquaiiying liim with the death 
of that illufirious citizen This year Calpurnius CraJfuSy 
' defcendcd from the antient and illuilrious family of the 
Crajfty confpired, with fome others, againft Nerva \ who, 
being immediately informed of their wicked defigns, fent for 
them I and, carrying them with him to the public theatre, 
placed them next to himfclf, and prefented to them, as Titu$ 
had done on the like occafion, the fwords of the gladiators, 
which were always brought to, and viewed by, the emperor f. 
We are not told what effect this inftance of gcAierofity bad 
upon the confpirators. All we know is, that Crajfus^ having 
owned his crime, was, with hib wife, banifhed to Tarentum, 
The fenate were for condemning both him, and his accom- 
plices, to death ; but the emperor, alleging the oath he had 
taken not to fpill the blood of any fenator, checked their 
zeal. Whereupon Fronto^ fo whom Nerva had refigried the 
fafees, offended at the piince’s unfeafonable clemency, as be 
filled It, f«id boldly, tbit it was a gt eat misfortune to have a 
princcy under whom all thinffs were criminal and forbidden ; 
hut a Jl ill greater to be governed by onc^ under whom all things 
Were aVowedZ. The emperor was fo far from refenting this 
freedom, that thenceforth he aiSled with fome what more fevc- 
ricy, t iking for his counfellors fuch of the fenators as were 
pel Tons of great experience, and known in^pgrity, and di- 
fpatching, with their advice, all matters o^^niequWte. 

^ Plin. lib ii. cpift. 1. Idem ih 3 . ^ Dio, 

. 770. Vici. epit. « Dio, p. 769. * 


Idem ih/3. 


nifhed with death a^s informers, _ :hogoq^^»turi 

and afterwards found innocent ; peror great unWii *6 (1}. 


(I) D/a, p. 769. 


Thr 



dix. 

The ' fame 

ws C^en$tit t\ 
the city, undfer colour 

flew to the palace, tl 

great boldnefs, that all thoi 
iV the affaffination of the 
d^vered up to theavor 



IK 
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storian guards, headed by MKa- Titfrttr 
kder, occafioned diftnrbancCT in 
raneinz the death of Dottutian i 
beneged Nerva, demanding with 
'wfiyhad been any-way concerned 
i\e etnperor, might be forthwith 
daivered up to tnema « jr*bhcly executed. Nnva, though 
naturally timorous, V/ed o" thisoccafion with incredible 
firmnrfi* for offcring^-v* *’*'’* mcenfed foldiery, 

he beeg^ they would bll&tisfied with his “d fpare thofe, 
to wlMm he was indebteSfor the empire, and whom, on that 
Scount, he could not inlJpour abandon. But his refolut.on 
was to no efFeS ; be/ws in, the end conftrained, as Pbny 

writes h to condemV&of(?, whom he ftudied to preface at 

the exwnce of his oum life ; for the foldiers, without being Ne^va « 

in the leaft awed or moved by him, cut in pieces Peirentus ^ ® 

I^TpMus, and the otlwr f 

in Fi£for the younger, or, as he is by fome 

Neither did the mutinous foldiery flop here ; but obheed the 

emperor to return thtm public thanks before the people, for 

putting to death the word and moft wicked of men . 

This infolence and boldnefs of the foldiery proved ,n the 
end very adyantageous to the etn^re ; fee A finding him- 
felf defpifed on account of his infirmntics, and dd age, refolved 
to name fome perfon for his fucccflbr, who ftould be able, 

K to fupport him, abd to govern with equity and modera- 
tfon after his death. He was not without many relations and 
Sds of his own •. but, as he had more at heart the wclfore 
f than the grandeur of his family, he overlooked 

?hem, and chofe Vlpiuh,o}X ‘he greateft and rnoft de-ft^/r 

fSg perfon of that age, f .r his fucceflor and at the fameUlpm 
time adopted him in the capifol, declaring his adoption with a Trajan, 
loud voice, thus : mth my hemty w.Jhn for the prejpertty oj 
the fenate and people of Rome, and that what I do ma_^r^e 

fortunate to them and my felf, / Marcus L>us Traian 

tn\ ton. He afterwards gave him the title of Cafar, with tha. 

■ of Get manieut. which he hinifelf feems to have alTumed about 
this time, '-Veiled him with the tribunitial power, and cveii 
hoLured him wW^the title of emperor ; fo that he created 
him not only nis furteffor, but his partner m the empire; 

• at the fame time he named him conful for the enluing 
year'. The adoption of Ttajan, which was .receivtd 
with great i-y Loth by the fenate and people, put a ttop to 

• the diLil.." CO*Tirmtted by the foldiery, who immediately re- 

•> Pun. wn. ‘ VicT. in epit. " W- ‘bid. ' Vict. ibid. 

' Sin. car.vii. 'tr. 114. Pu», panegyr Dio, I !*«• p. TO* 

• turned 
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iet jhe particulars. 'fti 

The followup year he e£i|!t , i upon his fourth eonfuUhipa 
having Vlftus Trajan^ ooiif tnh fpcond time confuli for^bui 
^ coUegue ; but died foon after» '^ccord^g to fome, 
twenty-firft, according to others^^ oi^ .he twentj-feventb, of 
January, For, having heated hinr/tff in chiding with grqat 
acximony the celebrated inforjnerpv^io/i»j Regulus^ he wns 
feized with a fever, which, as h& vas weak, and advanced jn 
years, foon put an end to his lifex after he had reigned 11:(* 
teen months, and eight, or, at moft^nine days. He had livedo 
according to Dio Cajftus ”, fixty>five years, ten months, and 
as many days , according to Lutroinus^ feventy-one ; and, 
according to St. Jerom^ feventy-three years o. He died*io the 
Sallujltan gardens, whence his body was carried by the fenate 
to the tomb of Augujhts p He was ranked amongft the gods, 
and 7tajan^ out of gratitude, caufed feverai temples to be 
crefied to him both in Rome^ and the provinces He ww» 
no doubt, a prince of great wifdom, gcnerofity, and mode- 
ration , but fome of the provinces were more grievoufly o|i- 
preffed in his reign than in that of Domittan, the governors, 
who dreaded Domiitan^ prefuming, upon the lenfty and good* 
nefs of his fucce/Tor, to enrich tbeuiftlves at the expence of 
the unhappy people committed to their care Thefe griev- 
ances her^a would not have failed tp red refs, had he lived 
long enough to know them 

1 RAJ AN was a Spaniard both by birth and extr^dlion^ 
defeended rather of an antiem than an illuftrious famil), born 
vci Italica nzzx Sfotlle^ now known, according to fome, by 
the nam'* of Old i Icy according to other*^, by that of AU 
cala del Rio^ His father, named alfo Itajany had been hoi* 
noured with the confulfliip, diftinguiQicd with triumphal or^ 
naments, and raifed, no doubt by J efpafi in y to the rank of 
a patrician ^ Trajariy commander of the tenth legi n, juho 
fignalized himfdf at the taking of Japhoy as wc read in Jo- 
fepJus^y was, we conjedfure, lathei to the pVefent emperor, 
who was born, according to moft writer in the twelfth year 
of the re gn cf Claudiusy and fift) ficonJ of tlie ChriRian 
aera u He followed ttie profcilion or aiiiis from his early 

» pLt\ paneg^r Bipao numif p 14; ^ ^ Dio, 1 Ixix 

p 770 • hi iB*cnion »* Vitr cpt , ^ Vuv pane- 

g\r Eutrop £id car >11 vei 11? ^ Vide Baudr. 

p 394 ‘ Flin pan iuTROP f bell. 
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^■Jhp wftf yet 
bare r^ute 


... _ ^ tribune^. Iftc 
'dumfi ifytfto |wii«gyfift, ..wliie 
^ Jwa^jCbeir meafure^ with 2he 
— . ^ commanded, in all 

ilibeKhood, under •hto fatjfl^^iQtd i^om he^ve, when empe- 
ter, the title of Parthit^ip' zs appears from various medals r. 
He was praetor in cli^ yearyd& and coiiful in 91. with Acilius 
w&m. Soon aftei^^hij^onfuHhip, he withdrew to Spaift, 
dreading the cruelty oxtOomitian ; and there led a retired life. 




till he was by that recalled, and appointed governor of 

LQVOer Germany ® 5 whici^uft have been after the revolt and 
defeat of Antoninus in had he had any fhare in that 

viiElory, Pliny would Jrave mentioned it in his panegyric. 

While he was govetiror of Germany^ he performed nothing 
which his panegyrift thought worth mentioning, fince he only 
fays, that, while he governed in Germany^ he gained the af- 
fed^ionsof the foldiery ; but, notwith^anding their inviolable 
attachment, never entertained the leSk thought of revolting 
from the worft of princes, to whom he had fworn allegiance, 
and feizing, as he might, the empire for himfcIF 

He was ftill governor of Germany^ when Nerva adopted a^^ptei 
him for his fon, appointed him his fucceffbr, and took him h Nerva, 
for his partner in the empire, as we hav« related above. To 
this choice ^erva was dire^cd by the extraordinary merit of 
Yr^aHj and a fincere defire of continuing to all the nations 
fubjedi to the empire that happinefs which they enjoyed in his 
feign. And truly Trajan pofl'efled in an eminent degree all 
thofe qualities which form a great, an excellent prince. He 
was, when preferred to the empire, in the forty-fecond, or, 
as fomc will have it, the fort}-r]Tth, year of liis age, and con*- 
fcqucntly neither fubjefl to the vices of youih, raftinefs, and 
precipitation, nor to thcwcaknefs and inoknee attending old 
age. flis body was rohuft, and inured to fatigue; his coun- 
tenance comely and majedic; liis liature regular and tall ; 
and his behaWour extremely engaging He was not himklf 
a man of learning, having hum cliilJlioud been biought 
up in the tamp ; but favuuie { tlie le.irntd, and f^iv.ounged in 
Others what he hiiXircU want.-d. As to military affa-rs, heTinjana* 
was, without difpur^, the belt commander of his I'ge, and ^ ^ 
equal to the great generals of aiitiquicy. In every duty of 
war he was indefatigable ; he nja'ched always on foot at the 
head of the army, even alter he was eiiuxTor ; and wr(;fred 
laimenfe coiintViv;j without ever once niounting on liorfcback, 

. « 

^ Pun. p^‘i. * Idem ibid. y Spanh. 1. vii. p. 851- 

^ Dio, 1. Ixvii. p. 765. Spartjan. p 1.8. Plin. panegyr. 

* Plin. ibid. ^ idem ibid. 
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or (U^enng him/elf to be carried^ hadi^oiii^ 

in a chariot or Utter. Hb diet Uich ar^fu|pce ppofimte^; 
In bia garb, and generU dre(8,^.bwttle variedifroma common* 
fokiier. Upon confultations an4(|]i|(>atches he befiowed nighta 
and days. He never retired tc/^*" j tent, till he had viiited the 
camp, and was always the firft ii^i^be field when the ufual c^. 
crcifes were to be performed. H&was a^uainted with all^^ 
old foldiers, called them by their i^jmej/ remembred thefFex- 
ploits, and familiarly converfed witn^^hem ; but at the famo 
time knew how to keep them to th^ duty He was great 
in war, and equally great in peace^^ When he firft alTumed 
the fovereign power, he publiclv (Jrofeflcd, that he did not 
think himfelf, in that high ftation, exempt from the ob- 
fervance of the laws, than the m^aneu^^f the populace ; and 
accordingly took an oath to obey theg^i, which he religioufiy 
obferved ; and thence Pliny fays, that all the emperors before 
him had made the fame profeffions, but their profcfiions were 
not believed. 

Hismde^ What they had promifed to be, Trajan was ; for hepof- 
ration^ aj- fe^ed the place of a lawful prince, only to prevent the exercife 
fiibility, Qf lawlcfs power**. He delighted to fee his people happy, 

* and had nothing fo much at heart as to make them fo. To 
^'irhits^ accompllfh this, he chearfully lellened his revenue, lefTened bis 
authority, and reftramed his prerogative, where ii Teemed in 
the leaft to interfere with the interell and happinefs of his peo- 
ple. He was aware, that overbearing pride was not the means 
to win aftciftion or elleeni ; and that condefcenlion in a prince 
is not iireconcileable with liis dignity, but rather a fure way 
to raife it : he therefore lived with his people rather like a 
father with his children, than a prince with his fubje^s 
He advanced none but the mottviituous and worthy ; and 
fuch as were otherwife, h? chofe fo reform and reclaim rather 
with gentlencfs and clemency, than with rigour and feverity. 
On his taking upon him the empire, lie dccLred in full fenate, 
that no g 'od man fliould ever be put to death by his orders, 
which he confirmed by a folcmn oath, and religioufiy obferved 
it. He fuffered but few ftatues to be ereded ^to him, checked 
fuch as offered to flatter him, and v/ould not allow any ex- 
traordinary honours to be conferred uj^n him. His palace 
was conftantly open to perfons of all ranks, whom be received 
with extraordinary kindnefs, heard with great patience, and 
drove, as far as in him lay, to difrnlfs none from his prcfence 
diffrttislied j looking upon himfelf as raifed to that high poft, 
not for his own afivantage, but for that of^;thcrs. To the. 

tv 

« Plin. panegyr. Dio, 1. Ixviii. p. 772. «i Plin. ibid. 

« Idem ibid. Dio, p. 773. Vict. in epic. 

reft 



added that of veracity, a£ting in 
vonhi^s in fitblic negbtta^ns, and with private men, with- 
oat tfabfe Httlo-artiiices whici*^ wife men defpife, and none but 
the apes of wife men pradife. V^He would never fufFer any one 
to be condemned upon furplcions, however ftrong and well- 
glipunded, laying, it was better a thoufand criminals Ihould 
efS^jje unpunifhed, tlf^an on^^ innocent perfbn be condemned 
Whwi he appointed captain of his guards, in pre- 

fen ting him, according ic/ cuffom, with a drawn fword, the 
badge of his oiHce, he uffal. thefe memorable words ; Pro me j 
Ji mereary in me : Employ fword for me ; hut turn tty if 
I deferve it, againjl me 8* 1 \ 

He allowed none of hiT freed men anylhare in the admi- l^i* 

niftratioh, telling the^*., that fie, and not they, was 
with the fovereign powefc and therefore warning them not to 
aifume any authority inconfiftent with their rank (F). He 
is faid to have excelled even Nerva himjelf in generofityi and 
all the precedinjg princes in the largefles with which he re- 
lieved, not only the citizens of Romcy but the indigent peo- 
ple in all the provinces of the empire : whence he was by all 
nations looked upon as a common father, and, as fuch, loved ^ , 
and revered K However, he w^s not without fome faults : 
he was addided to wine (G). Pliny cxtdls hischaftity i ; but 
Dio owns, tlfat he abandoned himiclf to the moft infamous 
and unnatural practices ^ i and agrees therein both with Spar» 


^ Plin. panegyf. Vicx. epit. Djo, p. 771. ® Dio, 

p.778. Aur, Victor. J Dio,. & Plin. ibid. ^ Plin. 
pan. p. 36. ' ** Dio, "p. 772. 


(F) Some perfons having a 
fuit with one of them, by name 
Eurythmus, and fecmiiig to fear 
the imperial freed man, I'rajan 
alTuredthem, that the caufe fliould 
be heard, difcuHcd, and decided, 
according to the llriftell laws of 
juftice; adding, For neither it he 
Polycletus, mr I Nero^ Poly- 
cletusy of whom we fp^ice in the 
reign of Nero ; was that prince's 
favourite freedman. 

(G) This fault Dio Cajjius 
owns; but adds, th^. he never 


drank to excefs (2). On the 
other hand, Aurihui Vi^or af- 
fuiCb us, that he injoined all his 
officers not to put in rxccurioT 
fuch orders as he fhonid givrat or 
after his banqucts(3) ; and Julian^ 
furnamed the Apojhttt^ writes, 
tliat Fiiijan had a talent for elo- 
quence, and would have applied 
himfelf with fucce^s to that Itudy, 
had he not, by immoderate drink- 
ing, impaired his natural capa- 
city 14), • 


(3} Aur, V 3 , 2TI Adr.jn, p. 3 , (4'' Jul 
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(i) Dh, p. 77Z.« 
Ctf. p. 39. 


,iitf fie Komaa B, IJi; 

* lifl*’, ani the emperor yulian ®,yWho likewife charge Mm 
vMi lazine(s, for fuffeting Sura fo write moft *of hiB 
He loved gay amtifements and diverfions ; TJut from hence 
arofe no negleft or rclaxationr in> his Conducing his {uiblic 
afliairs. He was fomewhat ambittous, and more defirous of 
extending the confines of the empire, than was confiftenc wiih 
][uil;ice (B). He fufFcred himfel; to tfe ftilcd Lon/, as^ip- 
pears from PIifiy*s cpiftles to him ; ‘a ritle, which other good 
emperors, and Augujius himfclf, had confiantly refufed, and 
'fie Teems at firft to have declined y He likewife allowed fa- 
orifices to be offered to his ftatu/L and people to Twear by 
his life and eternity, as moft facy^etthings p. We fhall now 
purfue the hiftory of his reig.i, ac&njing to the order of 
time. ^ 

Trajan comtranded, as wc havd related above, a power- 
ful army in Lower Germany, when he was adopted by Nerva, 
and declared his fucct flbr, which happened about the latter 
end of the year 97. He declined at firft accepting that high 
He poft j but was foon prevailed upon by the officers of his own 
and the deputies difpatchcd in liim from the armies in 
Upper Germany, and in Morfta, to yield, and affumc the title 
’ oi Cafar. He did not feeni in the leaft elated with his new 
^ dignity, choofing ra\her to be looked upon by bis foldiers as 

their genera], than their emperor Nerva dying foon after, 
that is, on the twenty-firft or twenty-feventh of January of 
the following year, tidings of his death were firft brought to 
him by Ail) tan lus coufin. Hereupon Trajan, who was then 
at Cologne, immediately afl'umed the title oi Auguftm, and 
was acknowlcged as fuch by the armies in Germany and Mcefta, 
who with great joy fwore allegiance to him^ He had no 
fooner taken pofleffion of the empire, than he wrote to the 
fenate, afluring them upon his oath, that no man of probity 

^ Spart. in Adrian. Jul. Caef. p. 12. » Idon, 

p. 38 Plin- panegyr. p. 4, & 106. p Idem, 

1 . X. cpift. 102, & 89 ^ Idem, panegyr. Idem, 

1 . X. cpift. 53. 

(H) When he affirmed any ingb \vhf^«.Jie had only repaired, 
thing for certain, he ufed to add ; as if they had been founded by 
So may 1 fee Dacia reduced to a hi/h : whtnee he was nicknamed 
pro*vi/ice, and fafs the Euphrates Pat ie/an'us, which name is com- 
and the lL>iinubc, on b/idges built mon to all plants growing OB 
by wyfelf ( 5 I. He fuffered his walls (6). J 
name to be placed on the build- 

(5) Ammian, 1. jxit. (6) M/w, / xxvH. 


fhnuld 



117 


C XX. Romaa Wfit/ry. 

AittuM ever by htf ordefs be either put to death, or injured in 
bb fortune ^ HKc did not immediately leave Germany^ but 
continued there all this, andt^t of the following year ; for 
the time of his cohfuKhip was expired, as Pliny informs us % 
qbfore he fot out for Rome. All the Getman nations fent de- 
to him, con^aculatlng him upon his acceffion to the 
empire ; and the barbarians, who dwelt beyond the Danube^ 
and ufed, duringthe winter, to pafs that river on the ice, and ^^riant 
commit great devaftatiori* on the Roman territories, hearing 
that Trajan was created uitiperor, refrained from all hoftili- 
ties, not daring to provc^cA* fo gicat a commander, now 
liberty to chaftize then>‘^ (I).# 

The next conful» Aulu^ Corneuus Palma and Caius 
Sojius Senecioy to whom Plutanh infcnbed feveral of the lives 
be wrote, and fome of his moral works. The fenate had 
offered the confulate to Ttajan ; but, •he declining it, though 


• Dio, I. Ixviii p. 771. * Pun. pan. Idexit 

ibid. 


(I) Tacitus the hi dorian, in 
his book of^ the cujioms of the 
Germans, marks the years to the 
fecund confulavC of Trajan , 
whence fome have concluded, that 
the faid book was compolcd this 
year, Trajuu being now conful 
the fecond time. He fpeaks 
there of the expulfion of the 
Bru^enans by the Cbamavians 
and Angriaatiam^ as a thing 
lately happened; and add% that 
the gods vouch! ifcd to gratify 
the Romans with the fijhc of a 
battle fought by the baibanaiis, 
in which, laysoui hillonan, there 
fell above h <ty thoafin J fouls, 
without a blow Ilruck by us ; 
and, what is a circy-Tftance ftill 
more glorious, they fell to furnifh 
Ub with a fpedlaclc of joy and re- 
creation. M 
eludes Tun tv 4 
. thefe nations, 
yet by all means hatred towa ds 
each other, *fince they cam ot 
moie fignally bctiiend us, toan 


by fowing divifions nmongil our 
foes (7)* The Btutlenan^y who 
were thus expulfcd, and, as Ta^ 
citus writes, utterly extirpated, 
are thought to have inhabited the 
country about Rees and Emmet ik 
\n the duchy of Cleaves ^ 8). How- 
ever, the Bruifertans were not 
•utterly exterminated, -as Tacitus 
feems to fuppole ; but, being 
driven with great iLiughter from 
their antient habitations, they fet- 
tled in the prefent county of 
Kajfau, where they gave the 
Romans no fmall trouble, as we 
fiiall relate in the fequel of this 
hiilory Pliny tells u , that Tra^ 
jan c lufed a llatue to be ereded 
to Vejlricius Spunnna, for having 
conftrained the BruStmans^ not- 
withllanding their Eerctnefs and 
arrogance, to receive th^ir king 
(9 , whom, it feems, they h. d 
driven out.* But this mud have 
hippencd before the battle and 
defeat mentioned by Tacitus. 


ay the god'', con- 
, perpetuate amongft 
if iwt love for us. 


(7) Tjc t dt Get. c. % 7 , lUh Btlg. /. v. e. i. (^)Phn. I li. epfl 7, 
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all the emperon, everfince the time of Ckud^jt had aflomed 
that dignity the year after their accefEon to tff^mpire^ Falma 
' and ^enecio^ his two chief favourites, werr. appointed in bis 

Trajan room w. Thi§ year Trajan left Germany^ and fct out ft* 

fits out for Rome : his march proved no-way burdenfome to the provincll 
^ome. through which he pafTed, no man being fejured either iiHiiis 
perfon or fortune by the emperor, or his numerous attendants. 
He caufed the expences of his inarch, and that oi .Domitian 
when he went into Gaul^ to be cohiputed, and inferted in 
the public regiders, that his fucceifcjrs might thence learn how 
condudl themfelves on the like od^ai&on He entered Rome 
Bow re- on foot, and was there receivedv by ^'‘/pns of all ranks, with 
eei^ued the greateft demonftrations of joy imaginable, the people of 

there. Rome promiling themfelves complete hhppmefs under fo good 

and fo great a prince. He tenderly embraced his old friends, 
who came to meet him*3 and would not be treated by them as 
their fovereign, but as a friend, afl’u ring them, that fuch they 
fhould find him on all occafions- He went ftrait to the Capi- 
tol, attended by the fenatc, and the whole city, and thence 
to the palace y. 

^ht title H'he fenate decreed the emperor, foon after his arrival, the 
®/Opti- title of Opiinms'\ wHich he willingly accepted, aivd feemed to 
mus de- value c»hove all thole which were alterwMrds conferred upon 
creed to the account of his vidlorics''. However, we do not find 

emperor, infer iption amongfi his other titles till the year iio. 

His lar- the thirteenth of his reign This year he paid part of the 
dbnative which lie bad promifed, according to cullom, to the 
foldicry ; anti made l-sigc diltiebutions both of money and corn 
amonglt the Rojiun people, extending his generofity to fuch 
as were abfciu, and even to clnldren, w^ho had been hitherto 
excluded from any ihare in fuch Urgeiies«till tdeven years old 
Bymtansof ihefe )ai relics, wliich lie frequently renewed,he is faid 
h:;ve jupperiLd luartwo niilhons of louls c. He^id not con- 
fine trie Hfccls of hi-s good-nature to Romei\\ont>i but appointed 
very coniiderable Uims to be paid yearly out of the exchequer, 
lor the maintenance of children, whom their indigent parents 
could not. Without great difficulty, bring up and fupport (K). 

Plin. pan. p. no — 115. ’'Idem ibitl. p. 37. ^ Idem 

ibid. p. 38, 39. Dio, p. 7S1. ® Vide Fabret- 

Ti de column. Trajan, c. 9. ^ Plin. panegyr. p. 44. 

Birao p. 149. S?AkT. p. 16. Vide Spart, not. Ca- 

i'aubon. p. 122. ^ 

(K) To this unbounded gene- diftributing corn to children, with 
roficy allude, no doubt, feveral the following legend, He 
medals llruck this or the follow- Italy (i). 

Lng year, which reprefent Trajan 

(I) Occoms Tiimijm, p. 202. 20s. 


He 



C.'XX. ■ X(Mnan H^ety. 

Jle took great care, that Rotne (hould be fupplied with plenty of 
provifions, eipeVally with corn, which, during the whole time 
of his reign, wa^old at a veiy low rate : he exhibited feveral 
^hews, and a combat of gladiators, to fatisfy the populace, 

^nd of fuch diverhons ; but drove out of Rome the players, 
had been banlifhed by Domitian^ but, at the requeft of 
the people, recalled by Nerva. He publilhed feveral laws 
againft informers, and confined to the iAands fuch of that 
tribe as had been fpared by NervOj utterly abolifhing the fo 
much hated law of majoily. He repaired, at a vaft charge, 
feveral old buildings, ami enlarged the circus ; but would not 
fufFer the people tcL return him thanks for his public works ; 
nay, he ilTued an etfift, forbidding his name to be mentioned 
either in the circus, df the theatre, which, till then, had re- 
founded, fays Pliny f with the praifcs of wicked princes All 
thefc things are related by Pliny as happening in the fecond 
year of Trajan*s reign, before the time appointed for the cledl- 
mg of confuls. The people liad, it Teems, recovered their 
antient privilege of creating magiflrates j for Trajan^ whom 
the fenate had prefl'ed to accept a third confuKhip, appeared 
amongft the other candidates, begging, like a private citizen, 
the fuifra^s of the tribes®. He chofe^for his collegue 
according to fome ; Froniinus^ according to others ; for both 
M. Julius Pronto^ and Sextus Julius FrouUmis^ who wrote a 
treatife on aqu,edu£^s, lived at this time. In tlie fame alTem- 
bly, Pliny and Tertullus Covnutus were appointed to fucceed 
Pronto ox Frontinus, and others* to fucceed them; for at this 
time few confuls held that dignity above three months. 

In the beginning of the year, Trajan had no fooner alFumed Binds him- 
the fafees, than he afeended the roftra, and, in the prcfcnce/'^'^^)' ^ 
of the people, bound himfelf by a folemn oath to obferve 
laws, declaring, that what was forbidden to private citizens 
was equally forbidden to good princes, who, as they are not ^ 
above the laws, are no lefs bound, than the niecincft of the 
populace, to conform to them : hence to the public vows, 
which were in the beginning of each year offered for the health 
and profperity of emperor, he added thefc conditions ; If 
he obferves the la'ujs ; if he governs the republic as he ought ; . 

if he procures the happiuefs of his people Before Trajan re- 
iigned the fafees, the caufc of Marius Prifus^ accufed by a 
city of Africa^ and by feveral particular perfons, of «xtortion 
during his pro<»onfulate, was heard by th^ emperor and fenate. 

Pliny ^ and Tacitus the hifforian, pleaded for the Africans ^ and 
the ^yal Ufted three days, the emperor hearkening the whole 

^ Pli«. pan. p. 74. & I. X. epift. 88. Dio in excerpt. Val. 
p. 709. ® Plih. pan. p. 120. ^ Idem ibid. p. 134. 
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time with great attention to the reafons alleged on both fidcv* 
without ever betrajing the leaCi byas to elth^ftT In the end^ 
PriJcKf was d^raded horn the Aank of and banUhed 

Italy : at the fame time Haftilm /Vrts/wvbis lieutenant and 
accomplice, was declared incapable of holding any employmei^ 
in the empires. This i$, no doubt, thiMariuSt vho,«Ja 
fpitc of the angiy gods, enjoyed, as we read in Juvtnal^ even 
in exile, the immenfe wealth which he had accumulate hy 
the moft wicked means ; while Africa bewailed, without re-^ 
drefs, the lolTes it had fuflained by his avarice : hence the poet 
calls his condemnation an empty judgment. 

The condemnation of Alnnus P^us was followed by 
affi- Clajftcus proconful of or father of his accom- 

plices : for Clajftcus^ finding himlelf acaufed of extortion by 
the whole province, laid violent hands on himfelf before the 
time appointed for his tryal. However, the province purfued 
their a«^iun againfl his accomplices, who had fhared in his 
rapines ; and they were, by means of P//«y, who pleaded in 
behalf of the piovince, all condemned. The eilate, which 
ClaJJicus p( flefTed before he was fent fnto Spaiuy was adjudged 
to his daughter ; but the red was didiibuted amongft thole 
whom he had plundoecl during h’s adminiftratioi^ : Bebius 
Prohus^ and Fabius Hifpanui^ the minifters of his rapines, 
were banifhed for five years, though they alleged in their de- 
fence, that they were obliged blindly to obey the orders of 
the proconful. Siillom7t\ who had commanded a 

cohort under //; .vi, was baniflicd Italy for two years : the 
daughter of CLjfuus was likcwifc accufed by the province ; 
but judging Vr inm cent, declined pleading againft her ; 
whence the pu f cution was dioppedi. Korbofms LLinianus^ 
who hid been li(.utep.ant to CLjficu^^ but his declaied enemy, 
was at the fame linic condemned for other ciimcs, not men* 
tioned by hiiloiiins, and confined to one of the iflands in the 
ArLhipcljgo ^ (L), 7'owards the end ot this year, Julici 

Sabina^ 

8 Plin. 1 X cpill 4- I. ii. ep. ii. 1. vi. cpift. 29. 1. iii. ep. 9. 

8 JuvLNAi fat 1. vei. 49. & lat, vjii. vcr. lio. ^ Plin, 

1 . 1 1. ff] ill. 4f & 9. ^ idem ibid, epift. 9. 

(L) For what we have hi- itbeforeatthercqucllofthefe- 
thcrio rtUlcd of admi- nators. After he had delivered 

llration, wc are chiefly' indebted it in full fenate, Jlic added, as he 
to P/Zffi, from whoft panegyric himfelf informs us, many things 
on that f rince we liaVL copied u. to it, that it might lerve n^s a 
Pliny pronounced his fpcech m model for other princes. Before 
the ienate when he entered upon he publiflied it, he reh^arfed it 
Un Gonfulfhip, having compofed before fame of hi!> friend’, who 

for 



CXX. ^^VLoaoxi xti 

Sakina^ grand-daugbter to Marciana the emperor’s fifier, was Adrian 
married to A^rtS^At fon of MHus Adrian Afer^ couiin to marriet 
Tritjmi. This mat«» which in the end proved unhappy to J"h'aSa-^ 
both, was condudea by the emprefi Phtina^ who had a par- hina. 
ti^lar kindncis for A^ian^ the emperor himfelf rather con- 
fencing to it, than approvii^ it *. 

The following year Trajan^ at the earned requeft of the 
fenate, entered upon his fourth confuKhip, having, for his 
collegu^, according to fome Sextus Articuleius Patus ; ac- 
cording to others ", P, Orfitus. The fame year Bebius 
Macer^ Ca-pio Hifpo^ Valerius Paulinus^ and Caius Cacilius 
Strabo^ were honour^ with the confular dignity ®. Adrian 
was this year quaeftor, ‘and charged with the care of the regi- 
fters ( f the fenate ^ ; which employment he foon refigned, to 
attend the emperor in the war he undertook againft the Da- 
cians, Dectbalus king of the Dacians obliged Domitian^ TrajanV 
as wc ha\c related in that prince’s reign, to purchafe-^^ 
a pcare with a large fum ; which he engaged to pay‘“'*^^^^ 
yearly to Dceehalus, To this tribute Trajan would not fub- 
mit, alleging, that he had not been conquered by Decchalus, 

Befides, the grew daily more formidiblc, and their 
king maiiitaiacd a good underflaiiding uMth " a corns king of 
the ParthianSy which gave Trajan no fiiulJ jealoufy. When io*. * 
be, therefore, heard, that the Dacians had pafled the Da- Of Rome 
nube^ and committed fome hoftilities, he was glad of that pre- 850. 
tence to make war upon tlrmi, and humble an enemy, whofe 
power he begin to fear. He inimediattly drew together a 
mighty army, marched with incredible expedition to tiie banks 
of the Danubiy palled that river without oppofition, Dcceba- 

^ Spart. in Adrian. ™ lD\r. in fall. " Ovupii. 

in fall. ® Flin. 1 . iv. cpift. 3 12. 17. p Spart. m 

Adrian. 


for three days together heard him 
with great attention ; which he 
afcribes, not to the elegance or 
beauties of his pcrformuTice, hut 
to their being perluaded, that the 
praifes which he bellowed on 
"frajarr were a lincere encomium 
or that pnnee, and altogether 
free from flattery* Pliny him- 
felf alfurts us, that fuch paflages 
in his difcoufie, as were the 
leafl fludied, pleafed moil ; which 


gave him no fmall fati^faflion : 
For thence he began to enter- 
tain hopes of feeing the true tafle 
revive, and the malculme elo- 
quence of the antients again ad- 
mired. He fent his dilcourfe, 
which hh lilies a book, to one 
of his friends, begging him to 
mark what he djfliked in it, that 
he might by that means be lure 
he approved of the reft (2). 


ius 


f^) iVi0. /. iii. 13. 1^, 
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qaBd 

feated, 

Trajan’j 
humanity 
to the 
wunded. 


hit not being apprifed of his arrival, and entered Dacia^ edm- 
. mitcing every-where dreadful devaftations*^Z>rf^<7/vr, how- 
ever, was not in the leail dimayed ; bi^med all the -youth 
*of the country, and boldly advanced to^ meet the Romdtf^^ 
pitching his camp at a fmall difiance ^rom their intrei^h- 
ments. Trajan immediately drew out his men, in ojtWr to 
offer the enemy battle. As he advanced to the place where 
fhey lay, a large mufhroom was found, and brought to him, 
with the following words in Latin cut upon it : Your allies^ 
penally the Byrrhi, advife you to conclude a peace with the 
Dacians, and to retire. Trajan^ defpifing that advice, con- 
tinued advancing in order of •battle, tjJl he difeovered Dece^ 
balusy at the head of a powerful army^ coming full march to 
meet him. He then halted, to encoi/fage his men ; which he 
did in a few words, and then ordered the trumpets to found 
the charge. All we hnow of this adlion is, that great num-. 
bers of the enemy fell, and that the Romans gained . the vi- 
6tory ; which, however, coft them dear, the wounded on 
their fide being fo numerous, that they wanted linen to bind 
up their wounds ; whereupon Trajan tore his own robes, to 
fupply that want. Such as fell in the battle, he caufed to be 
interred with great folcmnity ; and ordered an allar to be built 
on the fpot, and facriticcs to be yearly offered in honour of the 
deceiifcdq. Ttajan^ purfuing the advantage of his vi£lory, 
followed the ciicniy clofe ; and, without giving them time to 
levy new forces., haraffed them without intermiffion to fiich a 
degree, that Dcccbalus^ reduced almoft to defpair, fent fome 
Decebalns of h:s chief lords with prop^fals of peace. Trajan appointed 
king of the Licinius Sura^ and Claudius Libianus^ captain of the praetorian 
Dacians guards, to treat with them ; but, the deputies not agreeing, 
Trajan continued his ravages, advancing from one hill to an- 
other, not without great danger, till he arrived in the neigh- 
bourhood of ZernJzcgethujh^ the metropolis of Dacia. On 
the other fide, Maximus^ one of the Roman generals, made 
himfelf mafter of fevcral Itrong-holds, in one of which he 
took the fitter of Dccebalus prifoner, and reedvered a Roman 
ftandard, which had been loft when Fuj(us was defeated and 
killed in the reign of Domitian, 

At length Decehalus^ no longer able to withfiand the Ro^ 
mansy and dreading the deftru6tion of his capital, which would 
be attended witii the lofs of his whole kingdom, difpatched 
anew embalfadors^o Trajatiy offering to accept fuch condi- 
tions as he fhould think fit to impofe. Accordingly Trajan 
ujohich is granted him a peace upon the following terms : *^ 1 . That he 
granted fliould furrcnder the territories which he had unjuftly taken 


fues for 
peace : 


^ Dio, 1. Ixviii. p. 771—774. 


from 
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, £rpm the neighbouring nations. 2. That he Ihould deliver him upon 
up his arms, *hi^^arB|ce engmes, and the artificers who hard 
made them, wltn^ll the Roman deferters* 3. That, for 
the future, he (hoiAd entertain no deferters, nor take into 
ni^ fervice the natives of any country fubjeffc to Rome, 

4. Shat he Ihould aifmantle ail his fortrefles, caftles, and 
ftrong-holds. And, laftly. That he (hould have the fame 
friends and foes with the people of Rome. With thefe arti- 
cles Decebalus complied, though much againft his will ; and, 
having fworn to obfervc them, he was introduced to Trajan^ 
before whom he threw himfclf on the ground, acknowleging 
himfelf his vafTal. Tj^ajan commanded him to fend deputies 
to the femite, for the- ratification of the peace ; which he did 
accordingly. The wit being thus ended, Trajan^ having 
placed garifons in moft of the cities of Dacia ^ returned to 
Rome i which tvs entered in triumph, either in the end of this, Trajan/i^^ 
or the beginning of the following year, and took the furname firftnuh 
of Dacicusy being the firft Roman who had ever triumphed triumphed 
over that nation r. over the 

The following year one Suranus^ of whom we find no 
farther mention in hiftory, and L. Licinlus Sura^ or, as Tome * . . . 
ftilc him, Siirasy were chol'en confuls. ^ Sura was Trajan's g 
chief favourite, and had employed all his intereft with hlerva 
in his behalf ; whence to him chiefly, after NervOy Trajan / 
acknowleged himfelf indebted for his adoption and prefer- ^uQurite* 
mcnt» (M). This year Trajany at therequeft of the fenate, 

* and 


t Dio, p. 710. Spart. in Adrian. Goltz, p. 646. Eu- 
SEB. inebron. p. 341. Vict. in epic. 


(^M) He was, as Gruter con- 
jectures from fevcral ancient in- 
feriptions f3), 'a native of Spain^ 
born either in tarragon or Bar- 
extremely rich, and thence 
envied by many even of Trajan\ 
friends, who, by falfe in^nuations, 
itrove to eftrangc the princess 
mind from him, as if he har- 
boured evil deflgns. B ut Trajan, 
who repofed an intire confidence 
in him, inftead hearkening to 
' his enemies, went one night to 
fup with himf without being in- 
vited ; and, difmifling his guards, 
• 

(3) Gruter, p, 249. 


ordered Sura's furgeon to apply a 
remedy Co hib eyes ; trufted him- 
felf to his barber, who ftiaved 
him ; then bathed, and Tupped 
with Sura, without ever betray- 
ing the lead diffidence or fear. 
The next morning, he told thofe 
about him, who were always fug- 
gefting fomething againil Sura, 
Ifhe entertained any evil deflgns 
againft me, he would flave put 
them in execution laft night 
** (4).” Sura was Hill alive in the 
year 109. the twelfth of Trajan's 
reign, w hen Adrian, whom he had 

(4) Dio, ihti, p. 777, 

^ways 
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thaitrt •and at the motion 'of Nigrinu^ tribiine Of the' pco^, 
forhUden liihed Rii £(!{£);» fubjedling fuc^ pleadelB, » jt^ttvcd fen from 
iortcHiyi their clients, to the penalties bf the I'aw/againft extortk>li4: 
ftis, and Licinius Nepas prastor, upon bis taking ^iffeiEon of tfatt 
oiSce, procured a decree from the fena^, commanding 
parties, before their caufe began to be trW, tpL^fraear^ ^at 
they had neither given nor promifed any fee, prefent, or 
ward, to thofe who were to plead in their behalf* P/£»y takes 
notice of. this law, and declares, that he was pJeafrd to fee 
that forbidden to others, which he had never praflifed him* 
felf *. Towards the end of the year, Trajan afTumed twicO 
the title of emperor for viefo^ies whicl) were gained by fame 
•of his lieutenants (for he himfelf continued the whole year 
at Rome)^ but are not mentioned by any hiilorian. 

The next confuls were, Trajan the fifth time, and Lucius 
^Appius Maximus^ who had fignalized himfelf in the Dacian 
TOf po'/y This year began, and iinilhed two years^^frer, 

a magnificent and convenient harbour at CentumcAla^ now 
Civita Vecchia^ which he called, after his own name, the^ 
harbour of Trajan It is mentioned by Ptolemy^ and de- 
Pliov ah- Scribed by Rutilius in his poem Pliny was this year fent 
pointed Bithynia^ not in quality ofi proconfu), 
vemat of others had been, but of lieutenant and propraetor, with 
Pontu5<»zi/conrular authority ; that is, he was not appointed governor of 
Bitbynia. that province by the frnate, but by the Emperor,, though the 
province of Pontus and Bithynia belonged to the fenatc. As* 
there were many abufes in that province to reform, the empe- 
ror fent Pliny thither, with an extraordinary authority, as his 
lieutenant ; but afterwards allowed the fenate to appoint the 
governors as formerly, Adrian being the fir ft who took the 
province of Pont us and Bithynia from the fenate, and gave 
them Pamphylia in the room of it r. Pliny was particularly 
commifiioned to examine the revenues and expences of the 
cities within his jurifdidion, and to retrench all unnecefiary 
charges 3 but the emperor would not impower him to rccal 

* Plin. 1 . V* cpift. 14. ® Goltz. p. 64. Plin. 

1 . vi. epift. 31. Occo. nuxnifm. p. 212. ^ RuTiL.p. 13a. 

>' Dio in excerpt. Vales, p. 714. ‘ Plin. 1. x>. epilt. 19, 

always fav'oiired, was cpnful ; but to be performed with the utmoft 
died foot) after, hatiing alTured magnihGence, fjreded a ftatue to 
Jdrian before he died, that Tra- him, and called certain fplendid 
jan would in the end adopt him baths« which he built, alter his 
{5]. Trajan caufed his funeral name. 

( 5 ) ^poTt^ in Adtiaitt 


fuch 



'C.y^ 'Koman ' Ws 

liad been bjr^ otbtr pioivenion «, nor mn 

diofe whom be Jiimfelf IhotiU drink 'ii^ to buiiflib. PSi^ 

.nntrole SOI accmii<( of Ms joar^y to the emperor $ whence it 
appears, thatj he ’^rrivcd in Eithynia on the fcventccnth of 
S^tmbir^ and Seivilius Pudens his lieutenant on the twenty- 
^rth of Nffuimber . • 

^ •The fdibwing ]fear, £. Lidnius Sura and M. Marcillus 
being, confab, Sauromates king of Bofporus fent a folemn em- 
baffy to Trajan^ and entered into an alliance with him, and 
tlie Rffman people Soon after, Decebalus king of the Da- I^baltfi 
danSi^ not able to live in fabjeftion and fervitude (for fo he 
called the peace which Trajan had granted him), began, con- 
trary to the late trcay, to raj/e men, provide arms, entertain 
dcferters, fortify his.caftlet, and invite the neighbouring na- 
tions to join him againfl the Romans as a common enemy, 

The Scythians hearkened to his folicitations ; but the lazyges 2451. 
refufmg to bear arms againft Rome^ h^ invaded their country, of Chr. 
and feized that part of it which bordered on the Danube. Here- 105. * 
Decebalus was by the fenatc declared an enemy ; and Of Rome 
Trajan^ not caring to commit the management of the war to 8^ j. 

another, marched againft him in perfon. Decebalus^ not find- 
ing himfelf in a condition to withftand him by open force, had H// trem* 
rccourfe toydeceit and treachery, fending aflaftins, under the^^^O’- 
name of deferters, to murder him ; but one of tbefe, being 
apprehended upon fufpicion, and put to the torture, difeovered 
tne whole plot, and named his accomplices, who were imme- 
diately feized and executed. Decebalus., tailing in this at- 
tempt, invited Longinus^ one oiTrrjan's favourites, and chief 
commanders, to a conference, ^as if ne deugned to put an end 
to the war, by fubmitting to the articles ot the former treaty, 
with fomc fmall alteration. Longinus^ not fufpediing any • 
treachery, complied with the invitation. But Decebalus im- 
mediately feized him ; and, after having attempted in vain to 
make him difeover the deiigns of the emperor, he wrote to 
Trajan., offering to fet Longinus at liberty, upon condition that 
he would grant liim an honourable pc.ite, reftore the country 
bordering on the Danube., and defray all the charges of the 
war ; adding, that, if thefe conditions were not complied 
with, he would initantly put Longinus to death. Trajan re- 
turned him a judicious aniwer, neither feeming to undervalue 
the life of his favourite, nor yet to make fuch account of it, 
aa to purchafe it at too high a rate. But, while Decebalus was 
deliberating wijh himfelf, and in fufpenfe, about the mcafures 

■ Plin.#. 1 . X. epift. 44. ^ Idem ibid, epift. 57. c ijem 

ibid, epift. 17, 18. 26. 34. ^ Idem ibid, epift. 68, 69. 
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bridge 
truer the 
Danube. 


heihould purfue, Longinus y by ad^fc of which 

privately conveyed to him by a frCedman, pirf an end to his 
life. Decihalus immediately difpatched toirujun a centu*^ 
rrot\ taken with Longinuiy offering him th^body of the de- : 
ceafed general, with ten captives, providep he would deliver 
up the freedman, whom Longinus had fent, before he toohC 
the poifon, to the en]peror» under colour of negotiatinj^ a 
treaty ; but Trajan would neither hearken to the propofal, nor 
even fufFer the centurion to return. 

In the mean time Trajan^ that his troops might with more 
eafe pafs the Danuhcy built a bridge over that fpacious river, 
which, by the ;intiencs, is filled the mofi magnificent and 
wonderful of all his works, and the mofi fiately fabric of that 
nature in the univerfe. It was "all of fqr.ar^ fione, and con- 
tained twenty arches, each of them ^ne hundred and .fifty 
feet above the foundation, and fixty feet in breadth, all difiant 
from each other one hundred and feventy feet. It was built 
where the river was nafroweft, and confequently where the 
ftream was firongeif, and mofi rapid ; which renders the fa- 
bric ftill more fiupendous and amazing, on account of the 
almofi unfurmoun table difficulties they mufi have met with 
in laying fo large a foundation The architedf employed on 
this occafion was one 4pollodo7‘us of Dcmafcus^ who, it Teems, 
left a dcfcription of this great work Trajan ofdered two 
cafilcs to be built, to guard the bridge, one on the Romany 
the other on the Dacian fide of the river (N). This ftiipen- 


« Dio, 1 . Ixviii. p. 776. ^ Procop. de sedificiis Jullin. 1 . iv, c. 6. 


(N) Pliny mentions this in the 
fhort account he gives us of the 
Due an war (6) ; and feveral 
medals, reprefenting it, have 
reached our times (7). It was 
built in the Upper Mafia, which, 
in the time oi Aurelian, began 
to be called Dacia (8). We are 
told, that fome remains of it arc 
ftill to be feen near 7 .e^erin in 
Loiver Hungary (9). Trajan built 
it, that the Roman forces might 
with eafe and rcadinci's pafs the 
Danube, acid fall upon the bar- 
barians in their own .country ; 


but Adrian, fearing the barba- 
rians might make ule of it to in- 
vade the Roman territories, broke 
down the arches ; but the piers 
were ftill (landing in Dio CaJfius*o 
time, that is, one hundred and 
twenty years after, though they 
ferved then only tO' fhew, fays 
thai writer, the utmoil extent of 
human powf.r (1 j. When they 
were by time intirely deniolifhed, 
the river v.as fo clioaked w'ith 
the ruins, that it was not navi' 
gable till turned into another 
chanel(2). 


(61 Plin, /. viii. c. 4. (7) Occo. p. *04. Baron, arval c„ atm, 

(S) Fahetti de cohm,'^irajan. <-.301. (9) Occo, p, zocjf, (i)' 776. 

(2) Procop, de eeJifiais JuJlin, I, iv. c, 6. 

8 dous 



fabric was begun anid ended this fummer ; but Trajan^ 
not thinking it ^dvifaable to enter Dacia upon the approach 
of winter, coi\jEented himfelf vuth making the necefiary pre-. 
parations for vigoi^oufly atucking the enemy early in the 
fipring* I 

In the mean tim&the following confuls were chofen at Rome^ 

Tiberius Julius CanMuSy 2ind Aulus Julius ^adratus^ both the 
fecdild time. This year, the eighth of 7r<!7ytf7z’s reign, a dreadful 
earthquake overturned in AJia the cities of Elea^ "Myrine^ Pi- 
tame^ and Cumee ; and in Greece the cities of Opus and Orita s. 

Adrian difeharged for fome time the office of tribune of the 
people, and then went to attend Trajan in the war againft « . 
the Dacians, The emperor early in the fpring pafled the 
Danube on the bridgejhe had built, and, entering the ®^eniy*s 
country, purfued the* ^ar with more prudence than expedi- 
tion, not caring to expofe his men to unneceflary dangers **. 

He often encamped, fays Pliny \ on fteep and barren moun- 
tains ; was obliged to divert rivers int8 new chanels, and to 
attempt and perform thing'>-, which, were they not well at- 
tefled, would feem altogether fabulous. He gave many fig- 
nal inftances of his perfonal courage, and the foldiers, ani- ^ 

mated by his example, chearfully underwent all the hardfhips 
of a laborious warfare (O). At lengUi Trajan made him-*^"*! 
felf mafler (ff the capital of Dacia ^ and almoft of the whole 
country ; infomuch that Decebalus^ feeing himfelf ftripped 
of his dominions, and dicading to fall into the hands of the . 

conqueror, chofe rather to put an end to his life, than to ^ Dacia 
live in fubjeilion, or acknowlege himfelf overcome. His * 

head was immediately brought to Trajan^ and by him fent reduced to 
to Ro?ne. He had concealed Bis treafures in a dcco pit, a Roman 
which he caufed to be dug in the bed of the river Sargetia^ prtrvittce. 
now JJlyig^ having for that purpofe turned the Itivam into Year of 
another chancl, and afeerwards brought it to its former courfe. the flood 
As for his rich moveables, he fccurcd them in deep caves, 2454. 

OfChr. 

K Kuseb. chron. Dio, p. 776. Plin. 1 . viii. epift. 9. 

Dio, ibid. ^ 

(O) Among the rejj, one of his fpirits failed him, performed V,/"VN^ 
his horfemen being wounded in great wonders, and expired fight- 
an engagement, and earned to ing with incredible bravery 1^3). 
the camp to have his wound Several inferiptions are fl.ll to be 
drefled, when he there under- met with, mentioning pcrlbns 
' flood, that his life was defpaircd whom Tajqyi rewarded on ac- 
'of, and the wouncf incurable, he count of their gallant condud in 
returned to {he combat before the war with the Dacians (4). 

(3) P* 777 * (4) Fobr, alum, Trajan, c, S. p, 23S. 241 

which 



^ which he caufed to be dug by captiVtes, whom be immediald/ 

after put to deaths that they might not ditkover the fecret % 
but Bacilts, one of his chief iavouiites and confiaents, being 
tjiken in this war, difcovercd the whole to Trajan^ who feiad 
kth the treafure, and precious moveables, of the deceafed 
prince ’(P). Dacta being thus intirely niMued, Trajan ti^ 
duced It to a Roman province, which vm, according to 
troptus a thoufand miles in compafs Tho. Romans held 
it, as Feftus Rufus informs us ", to the reign of the emperor 
Galhmus $ during which time it was governed by a Roman 
magiftrate, with the title of propraetor, as appears from 
Kanyco^ fome antient infcriptions o Trajan built feveral cities in the 
knits ^ countr} , and placed gardons in them, to keep the inhabitants 
plMSed /«jn awe. He Jikewile planted a great number of colonies, 
diftributing lands among the poor cijizens of Rome^ and of 
the other towns of Italj^ who were willing to fettle m Da* 
da (QJ. 

Trajan, 

* Dio, 1 Ixix p 787, “ Eutrop p 236. " Rup. 

p 550. ° GRUTtR p 354. 

(P) We are told, that, notwith- It was eftabliihed by M Scath 
Ratiding this difcove^y, great nanus propra. or of Dacta^ and 
riches were found in thoic places concirued lubjed to the Romans 
many ages after, which had at leall to tlie death of the em- 
efcaped /« {^) The famous peror Seo lus ( 7 ) At prefent 
column of Trajan is thought to Jt is but a poor village luTran/yk 
have been nifed for a Tatting known by the name of 

monument of the vitlones gun (atadifch (S) In Mifia and 
ed by that prince over i\kt Da Thrace fcveial cities borrowed 
€ianSf and their king , at leatt, their name from Ti ajan , for 
many of the remarkable cvenu wt find the city of frajanopoits 
of this war are exprcttld, as in fhace mentioned by the an- 
Ctaecomus and Fabretti inform tien , that of Vlpta in Upper 
vs, in the battb relievo of that MaJ , now iier^ia^ the cities 
pillar ( 6 ) of Plotuijpohsj which, no doubt, 

(Q.) Hungarian writers lo cil led from 7r«- 

mention feveral cities in their jan s w ft , and Mat cianopohs^ 
country, which were, on this oc the cipital of lo^vuer Majia^ 
cafion, built or peopled by the which toiiV its name from Mar- 
Romans, but the moft cekbr ucd ciam^ tit emperor's fitter, and 
of all was / it mi^egethufa^ wa , icco ding to fornandes, 
which, in feveral antient infcri built by ft j/^«( 9 ) The fame 
ptions, is filled Colonta Ulpia \\ nttr add , tint upon the banks 
Ttajana Augitjla Daata Satm z of cht rivti /a*ct, or latrus, he 

(e,) Fa} c^lutrn, J <if c % f '»4Z (^) I tn tf i (7) Cr utt p 63 Dto, 

/ K^II p. 1040. (8) Baii P ^,.8 (9J Ju dereb Goth c 16 

ft 


founded 



V T«:A;jATf» upon fk to Rime^ tnumphed over ^ TrajanV 

Dacians a tccondt time } Csi^fed feveral medals to be opined in facond tH- 
WBomay of hirvidloFies, ittahy of which are ftill to be feenP ; ampb onftr 
doteftained the people with public banquets ; with (hews, in 

S hkh ten thoufondehdiators entered the lifts ; with combats 
‘ wild'beafts^ of above ten thoufand were killed ; and 
all kiinds of <hverfton.s, which lafted one hundred and twenty- 
three days e (R). The fame year is remarkable for the intire Arabia 
redt^On of Arabia Pitraa by Aulus Ccmdius Palma^ govcr- Petrxa 
nor of Syria ^ after it had been long governed by its own intireiy 
kings r. The inhabitants of Petra i^nd Bojira reckon their reduced, 
time from this year, in U'hich their country was ftrft annexed 
to the Roman empire K Traj^ reduced, together with the 
Dacians^ feveral nations in^alliance with them ; fo that the 
fame* of his conquefts teaching the moft diftant countries, 
and even India^ embafladors were fent from thence to con- 
gratulate him upon the fuccefs whjph had attended his 
arms^ 

The next ccnfuls were Cercalis and Z. Ceionius Common 
dus Verus^ the father of Z. A^lius kerus^ as is commonly fup- 
pofed, who was by AtUtan created During their 

adminift ration, the Capitoline fports, eftablifhed by Domitian^ 

• 

Occo, p. 201. ^ Dio, 1 . lx\’iii. p. 777. r Dro, ibid. 

* Evseb. in chron. p. 206. ^ Dio, ibid. ^ Onuph. 

Id AT. in faft. Sfart. in ALlii vit. 

founded another city, which he copi^lis in Dacia with another of 
called Nicopoiis, or tie city of the fame name upon mount 
vi^ory, to perpetuate the me- in Thrace. 
mory of his victories over the (R) Can-u:, at the requeft of 
Soimatiavs, or ratlier Dacians j Pliny, defenbed ihis war in 
for yornandes frequently con- verfc (3' ; and Trajan himfelf is 
founds thefe two iiatiims (1). fdd to have wiittcn an account 
This city is by Ammianus Mur- of it in fevejal books 4). This 
cAlinus called fonietimcs 'Nicopo- W'^r broke out in the beginning 
lisy fomcti.nes Vlpia, and plactd, of the pirccdmg jear, but was 
not on the but on the not ended tdl the latter end of 

A*(^f or AW/ttj; and truly, from this; for we arc told, that he 
feveral inferiptions produced by took, for the fifth time, the title 
the learned liclftenius (2', it ap- of impetaUr ubout the latter end 
pears to have ftood near the con- of the ninth year of his tribuni-^ 
flux of the A^efuj and tlie tial power, which w^s the gighlhi 
jMhe. We mall not confound, of hi;i reign ^). 
as fome writeps bat/e done, A 7 - 

J Jcrnand.% rch G:th. c. iS. (2^ IVft adSfipb. p £23. ('^) Tlit:. 1 . \i;i 
ep. 14. (4} i >Ji- Lot. 30. ( rite I\\iis, ep.Ji. c.n'J. p 47, 

Voi. xV. 
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were exhibited the fixth time, wheA the prize in poetrv was 
won by a child thirteen years old, najned L. Valerius Puatns 
This year Trajan made, at a laft charge, a road through the 
'Palus Ponfina^ or Pontine MarfieSy whereof the remains are 
ilill to be feen x ; and this, no doubt, is the Via Trajana^ or 
Trajan^ s Highivay^ mentioned in feveraljantient inferiptions 
produced by Occo y and Gruter^. DioX^aJfius adds, th^t he 
ordered all the diminifhed coin to be melted down, and men« 
tions feveral magnificent buildings, with which he embellifhed 
Rome ; but of thefe we (hall fpeak hereafter ; for Trajan muil 
have only begun them this year, fince he left Rome in the 
month of October^ and was at Antioch in the very beginning 
A confpi- of the enfuing year However, before he fet out for the 
racy a- Eafi, a confpiracy was formed ‘againf<^ him by Crajfus^ and 

gainft feveral other perfons of the firft quaj^ity ; but feafonably dif- 

Trajan. covered. 'I'he confpirators were tried, not by him (for he 
’Humoie^ declined being judge, and at the fame time a party), but by 
ration on fenate, who, it ieems, condemned them to banilh* 
that occa- ment. 

Jien. The true motive of 7?*/7y^7»’s journey into the Eaft was a 

Dejigns to defire of glory, as Dio Cajjius informs us which he hoped 
make war to reap from a war with the Parthians^ who, we may fay, 
upon the rivaled the Romans vhcmfclves in power, and had given them 
Parthians; feveral great overthrows. The pretence he alleged for quar* 
reling with that nation, wa-s, that the king of Armenia^ by 
name Exedares^ had received his crown at the bands of the 
king of Parthia ; whereas the Roman emperors chimed a 
right of difpofing of that crown ever lince the reign of Neroy 
who, in the year fixty-fix, the twelfth of his empire, had 
crowned at Rome Ttridates king of Armenia, Trajan^ who 
W’anted only a colour to make war upon the Parthians^ 
pretended to be highly .affronted ?t the Parthian king’s giving 
the crown and royal eniions to F.:edaris^ and demanded fa- 
tisfadion, threatening him with war, if he refufed to com- 
ply with his juft demands, Cofrhoei defpifed his menaces : 
and fet 5 whereupon Trajan^ who had already made tlie neceflary pre- 

parations for this expedition, immediately left Rome^ and 
EaJI, eroded over into Grene. When Cojfhoes found he was in 
cirneft, he began to abate of his pride, and fent deputies to 
him with rich prefents, begging that he would not, upon 
fuch flight motives, engage the two empires in a bloc^y and 
deftru<£tive war : at the fame time he acquainted him, that 
Exedares, finding, himfelf neither acceptable to the RomanSj 

^ Onufii. in fafl p. 216. * Dio,l. Iwii. p. 777. r Occo, 

p. 209. ' Crut. p. 199. » IcNAT. a£la,p. a, 3, Usssr. 

notJE, p. 35. Dio, iWd, p 778. 
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^or to the Parthlans^ had abdicated the crowT), and befav|ht 
Tristan to difpofe of it in favour of Partbamaftris. 1 he 
tmbaffadorr met ^Trajan at Athens^ and there delivered their Pmhajfa- 
" meiTage ; to vi^hich the emperor replied, that friendlhip was /gnt 

, ihewn by aftion^ and not by words j that he was going into h 
Syria f and that! there he fhould take luch refolutions as he 
Ihould think proper. He then difmifled the embafl'adors, with- 
out deigning to accept any of their prefents He then pur- *"**“*• 
feed his journey through Afia Minor ^ Cilicia^ and the other 
]brovinces, to Seleucia in Syrta^ and from thence to Antioch^ Hearrives 
the capital of that province, which he entered, crowned with An- 
a branch of an olive-tree 

The following year’s cpnfuls were Lucius Liclnius Sura 
the third time, anB Caiifs Soctus Senecio the fecond, who re- 
figned the fafccs to Smranus and Servianus During Adrian’s Abgarus 
ftay in Antioch^ Abgarus^ or, as fome call him, Augarus^ king of 
prince of Edejfa in Mefopotamia^ fept him prefentw, and, by Edcffa, 
his embafTadors, declared his fincere defire of Jiving in friend- cthtr 
(hip wdth him, and the people of Rome% but, as he equally 
feared the Romans and Parihians^ and was defirous to-pleafc^*^/^'" 
both, he declined waiting upon him in perfon. The other 
petty princes in that neighbourhood came perfonally to oft'er ^ 
their fervjpe to the emperor of Rome^ «nd brought with them, 
according to the cuftom of the eaftern countries, lich pre- 
fents (S). Trajan received all the princes, who came to at- 
tend him, with great demonft rations of kindnefs, accepted 
their prefents, and pretended to repofe an intire confidence in 
them. Having made the ne^efi'ary preparations for his in- 
tended expedition, he left Antioch, bending his march to- 
wards Armenia, when Parthamafiris, who had written to him king 
before, and in his letter filled himfelf king of Armenia, fent 9f Arme- 
him .a fecond letter (for had returned no anfvver to 

the firft), wherein he omitted the title of king, and defired, 
that M. Junius, governor of Cappadocia, might be isppointed 
to treat with him. Trajan fent only the fon of Junius, and, 
in the mean time, purfued his march, making himfelf mafier •ufbo/eizsi 
of fevcral places, without meeting with the Icaft refiftance. 

At Sata, or rather Satala, a city in Armenia Minor, the if 
emperor was met by Anquialus king of the Heniochi, a people 

dom^ 

® Dio, 1 . Ixviii. p. 778. ** Usser. not. in aft. Ignat, p, 35. 

Lond. ano. 1647. ^ Idat. chron. Alexand. Onuph. in^fait. 

^ (S) One amoi’ig the reft pre- bowed his* head to the ground, 
lented him with a ftately courfer ; and adored him, as he had been 
which, as he was brought before taught beforehand. 

Ihe emperor, kneeled down, 

K 2 CrI- 
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of CircaJUia on the Euxim fea, and of the MaheJoni^ of vidK>ai ^ 
we find no further mention in hiftory« Trajan received him 
ivith all poifible demonfirations . of kindnefs, and made hin^ 
rich prefents, in order to attach him to his intereft. 

The king Upon his arrival at Elegia in the Greater Armenia^ Par^ 
of Arme- thamafirh to wait upon him, and beg c£f him the crowi| 
nia nuaits of Armenia. Trajan received him feated djJon a t|hrone pg 
upon him tribunal, ancT attended by the chief officers of his army* 
inper/on. As Parthamaftris approached the throne, he took off bis 
crown, and laid it at the emperor’s feet, without uttering a 
fingle word, not doubting but he would immediately return it 
to him. In the mean time the foldiers, pleafed to fee the 
king of Armenia^ though fupportcd by the whole power of 
the Parthian empire, obliged to (ubmit, a, id refign his crown 
to their general, congratulated him upo/) it with loud ihouts 
of joy ; which fo terrified Parthamajirisy that he attempted 
to withdraw, and return to his metropolis ; but, finding him- 
felf furrounded on all fuTes, he defired to (peak to Trajan in 
private. Hereupon he was carried into the emperor’s tent ; 
but Tnajan not liking his propofals, and refufing to comply 
with them, he left the tent in a great paffion, and endea* 
voured to make his efcape out of the camp. But Trajan^ 
having ordered him to itopped, and brought back, afeended 
his tribunal anew, and defired the prince to repeat, in tht, 
hearing of all, the propofals he had made to him in private, 
and his anfwers, that perfons who were ignorant of what had 
paffed between them, might not give falfe accounts of it, and, 
mifreprefent it to the world. Upon this, Parthamajirisy no 
longer able to contain himfelf, told Trajan^ that he had nei- 
ther been conquered, nor taken prifoner \ that he came vo- 
luntarily, believing no injury would have been offered him, 
and that he fhould receive his kingdom of Trajany as TiridaUt 
Trajan had done of ^ero, Trajan replied, that Armenia belonged 
to the Romans y and that it fhould receive a Roman governor, 
him the no longer a kingdom ; that^ as for Parthamajirisy he 

of gjyg liberty to retire whither he pleafed. Accordingly 
rmema. difmifled him, and the Parthians who came with him, 
and appointed them a guard, that they might not be infulted 
by the foldicry, or raife difturbances \ the' Armenians he de- 
tained, as fubjeds of the Roman empire, and ordered them 
to return to their refpedlive dwellings. Parthamaftris endea- 
voured tp maintain himfelf in his kingdom by force of arms ; 
Armenia but loft his life in the attempt; fo \h2Lt Trajan made himfelf 
reduced to matter of Armenia^ which he reduced to a Roman province ^ 

'' ... '■ 

«■ Dio, I. Ixviii. p. 779, Arrian, in perip. pent. Euxin. p. 7, 

£ut SLOP, in vit. Trajan. 
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Ai to the other particulars of this war^ vre find them no- 0 Roman 
where recorfled. provtna. 

Upon the redu£Hon of Armenta^ feveral princes fubmitted 
• of their owrt accord to Trajan 5 amongft whom are mentioned 
the kings of iherL^ Sarmath^ Bofporus^ and Colchis g. He /® 
HWned a king toVule over the Albanians^ and appointed one 
Julianus prince of the ApfiUs^ whole country bordered on 
the Buxine fea, having for its metropolis the city of Diofiurisy 
afterwards called Sebajiopolis (T). The emperor, having left of Chrlft 
garifons in all tj^e ftrong- holds of Armenia^ advanced to the j^g 
city of Edejfa in 'Msfopotainia^ where he was received in a Of Rome 
very friendly manner by Ahgarus king of that diftii£l. Ah- 856. 
garus had before feift him Tevcral prefents ; but put off, under 
various pretences,, dicing upon him in perfon. However, Enters 
Trajan^ by the mediation of Abgarus*s fon, by name A: ban- Mefopo- 
des^ a very comely youth, received |^s excufes, and admitted tamia, 
hiifi to his fricndfliip. Abgarus made a great entertainment 
for the emperor, and the chief officers of his army, at which 
ArhamUs^ who \vv.s perhaps too much beloved by Trajan^ 
diverted him with dancing after the manner of his country^’. 

Maries^ the chief of one of the Arabian nations, Sporaces 
fYliico of Anthcrnufta^ a province of Afeba^fapes 

king of AdiabenCy and Maw fares king ot tome dilfrict in that 
neighbourhood, declared, tliat they were ready to j mi Tra- 
jan 5 but, in the mean time, delayed meeting him ; fo that 
the emperor began to diftruft them, efpccially after the trea- 
chery of Mehavfapes ; who, having demanded and obtained a 
body of troops to proteft hi^ dominions, as he pretended, ^l^ery of 
againft the ParthianSy put molt of them to the fword, and 
kept the reft in captivity. Amongft the latter was a centu- 
rion, named Sentiusy who, as Trajariy highly provoked at 
this treachery, approached a place of great ftrength, called 
Ademyjiresy W’^here he was kept, found means to break his 
chains, and, with the affiflance of his fellow- captives, killed 
the governor of the fort, and opened the gates to the Ro- 
mans *. Trajany ijow mafter of fo ftrong and important a 

• Eutrop. in vit.*lVajan. •* Dio, 1 . Ixviii. p. 780. ‘Idem, 
p. 781. 

(T) Arrian, who wrote iinslet cafllc of Lejftr Armemia, which 
AdriaHy fpeaks of a Crimp in the Tajan made actiy, and appoint-^ 
neighbourhoodofthib city, which ed to be the metropofis of the 
he calls the boufldary of the whole coifhtry ; whence, in pro- 
man empire (6). The Ramans cefs of time, it became one of 
had; befor€ 7rajan\ time, a ga- the moft populous and wealthy 
rifon in MAiteue or Aleiitint, a cities in the Eall (7). 

( 6 ', yJrnan, tn fmp. fent* Euxia. 7 . ( 7 ) Ffo:aj>. de adijic. Jiffiin, 

L Ui. i. i). 
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place, advanced boldly into Mefopotamiay and reduced ^^at 
part of it by the bare terror of his name. ^ 

As the greatefl part of Jdiobene lay beyond the Tigris^ 
Trajan built a bridge over that river, which is reprefent^ dn 
fcveral medals that have reached our tiipj’s The cities of 
Ni^be and Batue made a vigorous defenc/ ; but in the •end 
were obliged to yield (U). As for Cofrhoes, we know not 
what mea lures he took, or what attempts he made, to flop 
the progrefs of Trajan's cohquefts (W). Lu/tus ^letus 

, diftinguiihed 
^ Occo, p, 205. Birac. p. 157. 


(U) If tjie city of Nijthe be^ 
longed, as Jofephus writes, to 
the king of Aiiabene^ it was at 
this time, as is manifef from 
Dio CaJJius (8),. in the hands of 
the Parthians, 

(W) In Dio CaJJius we read, 
that Manifares offered to yield 
to the Romans for ever all Ar^ 
metiia, and that part o\ Mefopo-^ 
tamia^ which they had already 
conquered : whence we con- 
jedture, that the name of Mani~ 
fares has crept into the text in- 
ilead of Cofrhoss, who alone 
could make fucli an offer, and 
between whom and Trajan a. 
treaty was, it feems, concluded, 
fince Aurelius ViSor writes, that 
the emperor obliged him to de- 
liver hoftages. What treaty this 
was, or on what occafion, or by 
whom, it was violated (for tlie 
war broke out anew), we are no- 
where told. To this treaty, per- 
haps, allude the medals, which 
Were ilruck about this time, with 
the following legend. Peace ejla- 
hlijbed ; the king of the Parthians 
reflored(()). The power of the 
Tarthiafis was, as Dio CaJJius 
informs us (i), greatly weakened 
at this time by their inteftine 
wars ) fo that Cojrhoes was, per- 
haps, obliged to recur to Trajan, 

(8) JDrVjV. Ixviii. 78 1. (9) Vi 

Phot, c. 58. 


an'd implore his proteflion againff 
his owfi fubjedls. This is all We 
know of Trojan'e wars in the 
Eaff, till the year 115, the eigh- 
teenth of his reign. We fhould 
be able to give a better accouoc 
of all thefe tranfaflions, if the 
Parthian hiflory, compofed 
Arrian, who ilouriihed at this 
time, on purpofe to fet forth the 
exploits of Trajan^ and by himi 
divided into feventeen books, had 
reached us (2) ; but that hiflory 
being long fihce loll, and many 
other hiftories of thefe times 
(for under no prince there flou- 
rifhed a greater number of cele- 
brated hiftorians than under Tra- 
jan), we arc with no prince’s ex- 
ploits lefs acquainted than with 
Trajan s. Not to mention the 
many hiftorians who have de- 
feribed the Parthian war, in 
which Trajan diflinguifhed hini- 
felf in a very ^eminent manner, 
both as a folaier and a gene- 
ral, Marvus Maximus, Fabius 
Marcellinus, Aurelius Verm, Sta- 
tius Valens, Ammianus Marctl- 
liuus, and Die CaJjUus, wrote 
his life, either by itfelf^ or in 
the body of the Roman hiflory. 
But none of ~ the works of 
thefe authors are new remain- 
ing j fo that we are obliged to 

\t Occon, p, 201* (1} DiOfp* 783. 
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diflinguiflied jiimfelf above aU the comonanders employed by Lufiiu 
Trajan in this war. He was a A'loor by nation » and born in Quietus 
a country not fubjc£l to Rome \ but, neverthclcfs, ferved in 
, the Roman cavalry, till he was either by Dornitian or Nerva^ gujjhts 
. for fome mifdenlcanour, degraded and difoiiffed. Trajan^ kimftlf in 
mnting Moors injfiis wars with the Dacians, took this prince Jr"'. 
again into the fervicc, with a body of hts countrymen and 
dependents, at the head of whom he performed, wonders, ^ 
botji in the firft and fecond Dacian war 1. In the Parthian 
war he ferved with fuch courage and fuccefs, th?.t Trajan 
honoured him with the confulatc, and, towards the end of 
his reign, appointed him governor of Palajline, by way of 
reward for a fignal jridlory ^ich he gained over the 'Jews of 
Mefepotamia'^, His^cducing the Mardi, a people of Afia 
near Armenia, and not far from the Cajpian fea, is mentioned 
as what moft of all contributed to his glory and preferment 
Ammianus Marcellinus extols him aslne of the greatefl cap- 
tains that ever bore arms for the Remans^. ' Wc aic tolJ, 
that Trajan had fuch a kindnefs and efteem for him, that he 
had fome thoughts of naming him for his fuccefTor, though 
he was not even born a fubjecl of the empire P. We 
(hall have^ occafion to mention him again in the following 
reign. In the next fix years we find nothing recorded 
by the compilers of the antients (for the works of the an- 
tients thcmfelves have been long fince loft, as we hinted 
above), except the names of the confuls, the making of the 
highway by Trajan from Benevenium to Brundufium, the 
burning of the pantheon by lightning, the overturning of 

1 Dio, in excerpt. Vales, p. 710. I. Ixviii. p. 773. Spart. in 
Aur. Themut. orat, xvi. Mauric. tadlic. 1. ix. c. 2. Dio, 
in excerpt, p. 710. Euseb. 1 . iv. c. i. " Eu^eb. ibid. 

* Ammian. 1 , xxix. P EystB. & Themist. ibid. 

rgeur to the abridgment of Dio polls of the empire, for the fpacc 
CaJJius by Xiphihn, and to the of eleven or iwulve ve.iri ; tlic 
ftill more compendious and un^ more, becaufe from fome rned.il-. 
digefted writings of Aurrlius it appears pretty plain, that l.e 
Vi^or and Sutropius. We can- returned to Rome befbre the yea*- 
not even learn of any writer, 112, the fifteenth of h**' rcjgn, 
whether Trajan ever returned to and that he left it the hi me or 
after he fci out from thence the following year (3I ; wliich 
to conquer However, gives a great light id hiftory, 

we cannot pePfuade ourftlves, and may Ibrve to jufiify the adtt 
that he continued in the Eaft, of the glorious martyr St 
without dhee vifuing the metro- tius. 

(5) Vide Birag. p. 158. 
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fomc citres in Galatia by an earthquake abd dedteatinf; of 
the great fquare at Rome^ which took its naane-from Trajan^ 
Thc'confuls were yfppius Anitius Trehniantis Gallas^ and 
Manus AttiVm Mndlui Bradua ; Aulus Cwnelius Palma ^ 
the fecond time, and Z.. Tullus ; Prifeinus^ oi Prifeianus^ - 
and Orfitus\ Cains Calpurnius Pijo^ and Fettius SaianiUi 
Trajan the fixth time, and Titus Sextius Bofanus ; Lucius 
Publius Cdfus the fccond time, and Cains Clodjus Crifpinus ; 

S intus Ninnius Hafta^ and Publius Manilius Vopifeus^ 
efe were ccnfuls from the eleventh to the fcvcntcenth 
year of Trajan*s reign inclufively ; that is, from the loSth 
to the ii4.th of the Chriflian aera (X). 

The eighteenth year of Trajemh reig^, and 115th of the 
Chrillian aera, vi^as remarkable for t^e vidfories gained by 
that great warrior over the Parihiansy and for which he af- 
fumed the title of emperor the feventh, eighth, and ninth 
times s. Whatever gave occafion to this war (for hiftory 
Beeimfidh is filent upon this head), Trajariy before he left Syria y fent, at 
the oracle the requeft of his friends, foine perfons to confult the oracle 
of Helior Qf Heliopolis in Phaeniciay to know whether he fhould return 
polls, from this war to Rome. The oracle gave an anfwer, as 
ufual, in ambiguous t^rms, which might be interpi-eted either 
way. Trajauy putting the beft conftru6lion upon the dark 
words of the oracle, early in the fpring left Syria ^ and 
marched againft the Parthlans encamped on the other fide of 
the Tigris, As the river was not fordable, and the enemy 
pofiefied with a numerous army the oppofite bank, he fe« 
cretly caufed a great number of boats to be built in the woods 
of Niftbisy which being convened upon carriages to the river-* 
fide, a bridge Was fuddenly formed with them over the river, 
yji pajfet which Trajan palled in fpite of the utmoft efforts of the ene- 
tbe Tigris my, who greatly annoyed him with Ihowers of arrows, til) 
on a bridge he font feveral boats againft them rpanned with archers and 
(f boats, /lingers, and ordered others to move up and down the river, 
as if they were trying to land in other places. Tliis fo dif* 

9 Grutcr. p. 218. Golt 2. p. 65,66. 

(X'l On fome medals, that for in that year Adrian, who 
were coined during fixth commanded under Jiini in the 

confaifliip, is marked the depart- iecond Parthian war, was created 
ure of tfoat prince from Rome archon, or chief magifirate, of 
(4), no doubt, CO retik**!! to the Athens i which honour was pro- 
Eaft, which w'e may fuppofe to bably conferred upon him, as 
have happened the year he was he pafied through that' city with 
conful, the fifteenth ol his rt'ign i ^rrjan (5). 

(4) Nuts, eofitl p. 72, (5) yids ik.d, 

trailed 



m 


C XX. S%r Roman 

tr^^ded the Partbians^ already difmayed and furprifed at the 
%hc of fo many veiTels in a country quite deftitute of wood, 
that they gave way, and fuffered the Roman army to pa(s 
(be river without further moleftation. Trajan made himfelf 
Jailer of the kihgdoni^of Adlabeniy which be had reduced in 
thjBj^mer war, bui^* perhaps, reflored upon the conduiion of 
the peace. He likewife fubdued the country, which, at that "Ridueft 
time^ flill retained the name of AJfyria^ and in which flood Al^riai 
the city of l^inoi or Nineve^ and Arbela and Gaugamela.^^ 
two places famous in hiftory on account of the vidories of 
Alexander the Great, 

As the Parthtam were grcajly weakened by their domeftic 
wars, and flili dividcpl amcffig themfelves, Trajan advanced 
to the celebrated city of Babylon^ of the power and ^ 
greatnefs of which ‘wc have read fuch wonders. He cn-p^ 
tered it, no one offering to withfland^im ; and reduced its 
large territory, where the Roman flanaards had never before 
been difplayed. By this acquifition, he became mafter of ^ ^ 
thofe rich and noble countries, Ajjyria and Cbaldaa. There 
he was led by his curiofity, fays Dio Cajjius^ to vifit the iir.-* 
lake of bitumen, which was made ufe of in building the fa- Of Rome 
mous walls Babylon, But that lakeds, by RuiiUus • and 863. 
others, placed in Mefopotamia, Afterwards he began a canal y^r\rsj 
between the Euphrates and the Tigris^ in order to convey He begins 
his vcfTcls out of the former river into the latter, and with « canal 
them lay a bridge over the Tiofis^ being refolvcd to bcfiege between 
CtefiphoHy which flood on that river : bur, being informed 1^**" 
that the bed of the Euphrates was much higher than that of pbrates 
the Tigris^ he abandoned the defign, fearing the flream would ^ 
become too rapid, and confequently unnavigable How- 
ever, Arnmianus MarcelUnus afl'urcs us, that the emperor 
JuUan^ having removed the flones, with which the mouth 
of the canal was ftopt, conveyed his vellcls through that cut 
from the Euphrates into the Tigris^ a little above Ctejiphon *. 

This canal was called Naarmaka^ that is, the river of kings **. 

Trajan^ fearing the above-mentioned inconvenience, did not 
think it advifcable to make ufe of the canal j but ordered his 
vclTcls to be brought upon land-carriages from the Euphrates 
to tb6 Tigris^ thefe two rivers being, in fome places, at a fmall 
diflance from each other ; and, having formed a bridge with 
them, palled his army over the Tigris^ and made himfelf 
inafler of Seleucia^ and likewife of the grea^ciiy of Cteftphon^ himfelf • 
the metropolis of the Parthian^ and afterwards of the Perfian ^ojter of 

cmpiie’^. Upon his entering that city, he was proclaimed Seleucia, 

• anet Lteu* 

' Rut. iiincr. p. 32, « Dio, p. 784. * Ammiav. 1 . xxiv. 

* See vol. iv. p. 336, 3J7. y Dio, ibid. Eutrop. in Trajan. 

emperor 
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phoD, the emperor by the army, who with loud (houts of joy confirin^ 
fnetropolii to him the title of Parthicus^ which he had firft gained iy‘ 
tf the the Tcduftion of Nijibis* At Ctejiphon he ' took the daughter 
Parthian, of Cofrhoesj and feizcd the thrdne of the Parthian kings, 
empire, which was of malTy gold *. Cofrhees\i\^U:\f made his efcape, 
and was ilill living in the reign of Adriait* Trajan acqusintsd 
the fenate with the fuccefs that had attended him in this ex- 
pedition : whereupon a decree pafTed, allowing the conqueror 
of the Parthians to enter Retne in triumph as often as he 
pleafed r. The taking of Ctefephon put him in pofleffion of 
all the neighbouring countries. Eutro^us tells us, that he 
Jteducet reduced the Marcomades^ the Cardueni^ Anthemifia^ a large 

fevert\l province of Perfta^ fays that tvriter J. and all the countries 

entries . lying between Babylon and India, e 

At Babylon he vifited the houfc in which Alexander th 4 
Great died, and thefe performed fome ceremonies in honour 
of that famous conqueror ». Ammianut MarceiUnus writes, 
that in his time Trajan*^ tribunal was ftill to be fecn at a city 
in the neighbourhood of Babylon^ which he calls Ozogar^ 
Affytia dene *. Trajan reduced AJfyrta to a Reman province, as he 

made a had before done Armenia and Mpfopoiamia ; fo that the cm- 

Ronian pire now extended no the Tigri^^ and even beyond that river, 

province. difpofed of the country of the Parthians ^ we {hall 

relate hereafter. He obliged the inhabitants of Mefopotamia^ 
and^ no doubt, thofe like wife of the other provinces, to pay 
A dread' l^ini a yearly tribute ^ (Y). Towards the end of autumn, 
ful earth- Trajan returned to Antioch^ which was that winter almoft 
fuake at intirely ruined by one of tl\e moll dreadful earthquakes men- 
Antioch, tioned in hiftory (Z), 

Th^ 

* Spart. in Adr. y Dio, ibid. ^ Dio, p. 785. 

* Ammian. 1, xxiv. p. 265. ^ Eutrop. ibid. Fest. Rvf , 

breviar. p. 553. SPARX.ibid. 

(Y) The dialogue between (Z]Thatatywasthencrou((- 
and Cr/V7«f, which is falfly cd with troops, and firangers. 
aferibed to Lucian, feems to have come fit>in all quarters, either 
been written about this time; out of curiofity, or upon buftnefe 
for it ends with the news of the and embaflies ; fo that there was 
taking of Su/a, formerly the me< fcarce a nation or province, bijc 
tropolis of Perjia. Mention is what had a fliare in the calami- 
likewife there roa<^ of inroads ty ; and all (the Reman world, 
made by the Scythians, as if they fays Dio Cajjius (7), fufFered in 
committed great devailations in one city. The et^rthquake was 
the Roman territories (6), preceded by violent claps of 

• 

(6) Lucian, in pbihpatride, dialogo, Et ^ann, ad ann, xi^ (7) Dh, p, 78 1, 

thundcT* 
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7*^^* Roman Hijtvry. 

The next confub'were L, Mltus Lamia and Mlianuf Vi- 
rus^ From En infCription of this year, the nineteenth of 
Trajanh reign, ive learn, that the fenate and people of Romt 
, cieturned the emperqr folemn thanks for having facilitated the 
entry into Italy on Jthe fide of the Adriatic Tea, by a port 7*^^ 
inade by his order W Ancona^ as he had fome years before v/' Anco- 
made one on the Mediterranean^ at or ne^r Centumcella^ now na. 

Civita Vecchia, Upon the return of the fpring, Trajan^ 
leaving AntUch^ vifiied the conquered countries ; and, finding 
them all in a date of tranquillity, he made various regulations ; 
iand then, embarking on board his fleet, failed down the TJ- Trajan 
gru^ being defirous to view the Perfian gulf. I'he ftorms,ytf/7j do^vn 
the rapidity of the rifcr, aifd the tides, rendcicd his naviga- theT'igxiz 
tion both truublcfojne tnd dangerous. However, he made 

Perfian 

thunder, unufiial winds, and a felf wa| much hurt, bur, never-^"^' 
dreadful noife under-ground: tkelefs, efcaped through a win- 
then followed fo terrible a (hock, dow out of the houfe where he 
that the earth all trembled, fc- was. Dio Cajfm pretends, that 
Veral houfes were overtutned, he was taken out of the window^ 
and others tolled to and fro like and carried away, by one, who 
a fliip in the fca : the noife of in talnef^ e.xceedcd the human 
the cracking %nd burning of the fize. The fame writer adds, that 
timber, of the falling of the mount Lifon^ which flood at a 
houfes, and a difinal and loud fmall diflance from Antioch^ bow*> • 
roaring under-ground, drowned ed with its top, and threatened 
the cries of the difmayed people, (p fall down upon the city : that 
Thofe who happened to be in other mountains fell ; that new 
their houfes, were, for the mofl ^vers appeared ; and others, that 
part, buried under their ruins; had flowed before, forfook their 
inch as were walking in the courfe, and vaniihed. When the 
ftreets, and in the fquarcs, were, earthquake ceafed, the voice of 
hy the violence of the ihock, a wpman was heard crying under 
daflied againfl one another, and the ruins; which being immc'* 
inoft of them either killed, or diately removed, (he was found 
dangeroufly wounded. As the with a fucking child in her arms, 
rarthquake continued, with feme whom (he had kept alive, as well 
ifniall intermiflion, for many days as herfelf, with her milk. Search 
and nights together, m*ny thou- was made for others ; but no one 
fands perifhed by it, and, among bdides was found alive, except a 
the refl, the coni'ul Marcus Pedo child, that was flill fucking its 
Firgitianiu, with many other dead mother (8). This dreadful 
|)cribn6 of great diftindion. The earthquake is mentioned by £«- 
inoft violent fliock^of all was, as febius, Aurelius Fidlor, and Eva^ 

We read in the ads of St. Igna- grius^ who all fpeak of it as die 
iiuf, on a Sunday, the twenty- greatefl calamity recorded in hi- 
i^iirdoi December. Trajau him- llory (9). 

(8^ 7)'5, JxvHi ff. ';8l. f. =3, 54. (9) Eufeb. ebrsn, 

P, 2c 55. / i. r. 13- ■ ,1 

liimfelf 
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Aomaii H0ofy: 9. III. 

him&if mafter of an Hland fomeDed by . 

and obliged Athambylus^ who reigned there* to pay faiip tri- 
oute. <He was well received by the inhabitants of Cbarax 
Spa^na^ the metropolis of Athamhylush dominions* which moft 
geographers place at the mouth of ihe^ftgris (A). It was, 
we conjecture, on this occafion* that^'he reduced Ai^ahia 
Felix (B). TrajaXj having reached the ocean, as we read in 

(A) Die CaJJius tells us, that of Aden Hands. Befides, it ap- 

7rajan failed into the ocean, pears from feveral me^ls, or 
meaning, perhaps, the Perfian pieces of money, coined after the 
gulf ; for it is not probable, that, year 1 1 1 , the fourteenth of Tra- 
with the ill-built boats, of which re»gn (4), that he reduced 

his fleet confillcd, he purfued Arabia * not by his lieutenants, 
his CO ur ft beyond Omj/s, where but in perfon ($). Fejius too 
Che gulf ends. mentions the conquefl of Ara^ 

(B) Cornelius Palma, governor bia (6) ; and Eutropius feems to 

of Syria, had fome years before reciton the reducing of that coun- 
ftibducd Arabia Petrea, as we try to a Roman province amongll 
have obferved above, and reduced the laft adtions cA Trajan (7). 
it to a Roman province. But A writer, who is fuppoftd to 
now made himfclf matter, have flouriflied about this time, 

it' feems, of Arabia felix i for after having faid, fjiat the power 
Arrian, in his book on the na- of the Perfians and Parthiant 
vigation of the Red Sea, obferves, had yielded, adds, that Safa itfelf 

^ that, in the reign of Trajan, was taken, and that all Arabia 
there were at Leuca, a borough would foon fubmit to the vifto- 
upon that fca, a centurion, and rious and invincible prince f8), 
fome troops, with a receiver. This mutt, without all doubt, be 
who claimed the fourth part cf Arabia Felix, vfhlzh 

all the goods that were landed it is thence plain he did not fub- 
there (ij. The fame writer due^ till after the conquett of 
places upon the fouth coaft of AJfyria, that is, before this year, 
Arabia, beyond the ftreights of the nineteenth of his reign, and 
Bebtl Mander, a city exiled Ara~ the 1 i6th of the Chriftiati sera. . 
bia, and furnamed Eud/eno.t, or Some read in Fefius (9), that he 
the Happy, from its having been conquered t^c Country' of the 
formerly enriched by means of Saracens ; but as no mention is 
the trade that was carried on made of that people by any other 
there; bat adds, ** A little before writer of thole times, we readily 
•• our time it was deftroyed by fell in with thofe who, ihBsead of 

Cafar, and is at prefent only Saraceni, read Ofrhoeni, who in- 
** a village (2).” As he places habited one of the provinces of 
it in the country of the Homeri- Mefopotamia, called Ofrbotne, 
fome writers take it to from a king^ of the country 
have flood where the prefent city named Off beet ( i ). 

(i) Arrian, in ptHpl. Erytkr,p. 6. (2) Uem, p, S. fi) Uem^ 

f4) Birag. p. iib. ^ («;) Ocro, p. 215. (6) Fejl. Vi breviar. p, 551, 

(f) Eutrop. in Trajan, (8) Luciao^ pbitop, (j; Fejl,p, 551 553, 

Prccop. I, i, FerJ. c, l8t 

Dh 
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Dk Caput j and there dUcoverlng a (b^ bound to India^ He emjJee 
wiihed he was young» ^at he might ext^d^ ss Alexander Alexaa- 
had done, his conquefts to that country «. Eutrepius tells der, *wb9 
us, that he bad a« fleet ready equipped in the Red Sea^ with cwgxered 
a defign to invade India 5 he informed himfelf of the 
cufloms, ftrcngtb, and manner of f^hting, of the Indians | 
and diat he envied thV happinefs of Alexander^ who had fub^ 
dued Ibeih, and extended his conquefts far beyond the bounds 
of the Raman empire. The Romans had even the vanity to 
brag, that they had brought India under fubje<Stion, as Euff 
bins obferves ^ i but by India they perhaps meant Arabia 
Felix. 

Trajam wrote to the fenate, acquainting them with the 
fuccefs of his arms, ar^ naming the feveral nations, which 
he had conquered, and*v^ich were utterly unknown. They Extraor^ 
decreed him extraordinary honours ; among the reft, that he dinary 
fhould, upon his return to Rome^ triumph over each particular noun dt- 
natioxi, which be had fubdued \ which*was decreeing him, creed bim 
not one, but many triumphs : a triumphal arch was built in h the fe- 
his own forum, to perpetuate the memory of his conquefts j 
and the people of Rome made great preparations to receive 
him with the utmoft pomp upon his return. But to Rome 
he never returned \ nor W'as the end of hi^ actions anlwerable 
to the btginiling. For moft of the nations, which he had 
conquered, revolted, and fttook off the yoke, after having; 
driven out or maflacred the garifonsthat had been left amongft 
them. The who had been difperfed into parts of ne Jews 

the world, fell into a dreadful rebellion in all the provinces rwolt in 
of the empire, being prompted thereunto by the abfence of fewat 
the emperor, and the late terrible earthquake, which, as they places^ 
imagined, portended the ruin and downfal of the Roman eiii'- 
pirc. But of this revolt wc fhall fpeak in the hiftory of that 
nation after their difperlion. The example of the Jews was Moft of the 
followed by moft of the countries which Trajan had conquer^ countries 
ed, the inhabitants riling every-where up in aims, and m\sT~ 
dering, or driving out, the Roman garifor.s. Acainft them the h 
emperor difpatchcd Lvfius dhiicius^ and L. Appius Maximus ^ revolt ; 
who, were attended with very different I'ucctl's \ iot Maximus 
Wi^ defeated and killrtl ; by whom, hiftory does not inform 
us : blit Luftus diffinguifbed himfelf as ufu.tl, gained great hut are 
advantages over, the enemy, recovered the city of Kfibis^ again re^ 
befieged, ftormed, and laid in sfhes,’ the city <»t Edejfa,^ Oi^duced. 
the other liand, Erudus Qlarus^ and Jultus Alexander^ two 
otbcrxommandcr^of the emperor, retook ilte citv of Scleucia 
upon the Tigris^ and feveral others, which had fhaken off 

® Dio, p. 784. ^ chron. p. 206. 

tha 
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the yoke. Lujius ifm^ for bis gallant conduft,' rtmrdiid with 
the government of Falajline no doubt, to keep that | 9 ^o- 
Vince in awe; which was ^iefty inhabited fay and 

fecmed inclined; as Sfartiah informs to revolt^ irnd 
laife new commotions in the empire. For thefe advintagps, 
and the recovery of his ^ohquefts; Trajan took the tehth and 
laft time the title of emperor e. Dufij^g thefe difturbsentes, 
Sambelus king of Mefene continued ^ithful to Trafan. 
Neither did the Parthians make any attempts towards the 
recovery of their liberty, or rather of t£ieir former condition. 
But Trajan^ fearing they would footi ihake off the yoke, 
thought it advifeable to oblige them, by giving them, inftead 
of a Roman governor, a king of their own nation. With 
this defign he repaired to Ctejipkon ; ai^d, having there aflem- 
bled in a large plain the Romani ard Parthtans, he afe^hded 
Trajan ' an high throne, and declared one Parthamafpates king of the 
giwus a Parthians^ putting, with great pomp and folemnity, the 
Aing to thi crown upon his heaef.' Parthamafpates^ whom Spartian calls 
Parthians. Pfamatejfiriiy continued faithful lo the Romans 5 but was dc- 
fpifed by the Parthians as a ilave to Rome^ and had fcarce any 
authority over them ^ (C). 

The following year, the twentieth and laft of Trajan^^ 
reign, l^tger and , 4 pronianus being confuls the emperor 
marched into Arabia, and there made war upon the naga^ 
renij or Agareni, who had like wife revolted. What part of 
Arabia they inhabited, we cannot determine, iince we find 
no farther mention made of them, till the times of the Can- 
Jlantinopolitan empire, when the name of Hagareni became 
Hehepeges common to the Saracens and Arabians in general. The em- 
Atra ; peror laid fiege to their city* which by Xiphilin is called Atra. 
Year of It was neither great nor beautiful, fays Dio CaJJius but 
the flood thought to be very opulent, by reafon the fun was worfhiped 
2466. there, which drew crouds of people thither with rich prefents 
Of Chr. ffQjjj neighbouring countries ^ It was fituated on the 
* niountain, well peopled, and fur- 

^ 866 ^^ rounded with ffrong walls But its chief Qrength confifted 

® Dio, in excerpt. Val. p. 720, ^ Spart. in Adr. p. 6. 

8 Goltz. p. 86. ** Dio, p. 786. ' * Idat. Sc Cas- 

sioDOR. in faft. ^ Dio, 1 . Ixviii. p. 785. ^ Idem, 

1. Ixxv. p. 854. Herodian. 1 . iii. p. 528. 

(C) In feveral coins, which He gives a king to the Parthians ; 
have reached our tinges, is repre- and on others the following, H$ 
fented a king proflrate before difributes kingdoms (a)» 

7 rajan, with this legend on feme, 

in 


(?) 0 ec 9 , p, 21 Birog* 16 j. 
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^ barrennefs of til;ie neighbouring country, deflitute, to 
^ great diftance, of grafs^ wood, and even of water ; fo that 
a numerous auny could not long fubfift before it : hence it was 
neither taken npw by Trajan^ nor afterwards by Sevirus^ 
tho* they had both made a breach in the wall. Trajan nar- 
fowly efcaped beins killed in one of the attacks ; for, having 
laic^aftde the enfi^s of his dignity, that he might not be 
known, he headed his men in perfon : but the enemy, 
knowing him, notwithftanding that dlfguife, by his grey 
hairs, and ma^eftic^air, aimed chiefly at him, wounded his 
horfe, and killed an horfeman by his fide. Befides, as often 
as the Romans advanced to the attack, they were driven Lack 
by^ violent dorms of wind, rain, and hail, and dreadful 
ilafhes of lightning.^ Ac the fame time, they were in a 
ftrangc manner intefte^ in their camp by fwarms of flics : fo hut raifts 
that Trajan was in the end obliged to raife the fiege, and re- ^he fiegim 
tire. Soon after, as he was advanced in years, and worn out 
with fo many long marches, he was (Sized with a dropfy and 
palfy, which he aferibed to poifon, but others thought na- 
tural. However, he was dill for returning into Mefopotamia^ 
to reduce fome places, which had revolted there. 

But, his didemper increafing, he left the command of the h takm 
army to Adrian^ whom he appointed governor of SyrtOy and * 7 /, and 
embarked for Italy. It was no fooncr known, that he bad Jets fail 
fet fail, than all the countries, which he had conquered at ^Jor Italy, 
vad charge, and by expofing himfclf to innumerable dangers, 
ibook od' the yoke, and recovered their former condition, in 
fpite of the troops which he had left to keep them in fub- 
jedlion. The Parthians drove out Parthasnafpates ; the Ar~ par- 
menians chofe themfelvcs a kiftg ; and the gieatcd: part f-f thians 
Mefopotamia revolted from RosnSy and fubmitted to the \i\i\g dri<ve out 
of the Parthians, Thus all the pains he had taken, all \h^ their king, 
toils he had undergone, and the immenfe fums he had ex- 
pended, proved, in the end, of no efFctd. Upon his arrival at 
Selinus in CilUiay which was afterwards from him called 7 >v> 
janopoUsy he was feized with a flux, which in a very (bort 
time put an end to his life. He died in the beginning of Au- Trajan 
gufty after having reigned nineteen years, lix months, and diei at 
fifteen days, counting from the death of Nerva to the clc- Selinus in 
venth of Augufi (for we know not the precife day on which Cilicia, 
he died), when Adrian received at Antioch the news of his 
death, which had been concealed for fome time, and there- 
upon caufed himfelf to be proclaimed emperor " (Dj. H s 
• • body 

" Dio, p. 786. Aurel. cpit. Julian. Cajfar. p. 39. 

(D) Eutropius^ and'fuch as Trajan died oxSfUudain Ifuu- 
have copied him, tell us, that ria. But Seleucia [i at a great 
* ? diltance 




n}9yM^t9 urn, where they were received with 

Rome^ ^mp/end depofited under the ftately column, which be 
anddepa* drei^edi tbo’ it flood Within the walls^ where no one he^e^ 
under been buried ®. Sports, called fperu^ ww 

kitcolmn, many years celebrated in memory of pis vidtories 

Eaft P (E). Trajan left no children i ; hor are We told^ that 
he ever had any (F). He was fucceeded by Adrian^ which 
was rather owing to the favour of Plotha^ than to any ex^ 
traordinary kindnefs of Trajan towards him : for, i;h(/ the 
emperor Was nearly related to him, had been his grArdian, 
and given him his niece in marr»age, yet he never took great 
notice of him ^ ; nor did Adi tad cver^jQiew any paiticular 
affection for Trajan (G). ^ 

We 


• bio, I- Ixix p. 7^8. CiACcoN. col. Traj. Vict» cpit, 
P Dio, ibid. ** Tiirwisi. orat. xvi. ' Dio, p. 795* 

788. SpaKt. in Adr. p. 3. 


diflance from the fea ; and moil 
writers agree, that he was going 
to by fea. Befide^ it ap- 
pears from fcveral infcriptions ( 3 ), 
from the author of the veries 
commonly afcribed to the Stfiy/r, 
and from the chronicle of Alex- 
andfin^ that he died at 
Hence Scaltg^^ and Cafauhon 
wonder how any one can call in 
queilion 4 thing fo well atteiled 
( 4 ) 

(E) From an antient infcrip- 
tion, we learn, that Vlidemion^ 
his freedman, his chamberlain, 
cup-bearer, and fecrctary, died 
a tew days after him, on the 
twelfth of Augujly of gnef for 
the lofsof fo go^ a matter (1;) 

(h) Some write, that he de- 
iigned, in imitation of A/f xander 
the Gteat^ to die without naming 
a fucceiTor ; others tcii us, that 
he intended to name ten perfons 
to the fenate, leaving St in their 


power to choofe which of them 
they judged beft qualified for the 
fovercignty (6). NVe, read in Die 
Caffius (7), that once at a ban- 
quet he defired his friends to 
name ten periop*?, whom they 
thought capable of» and equal to, 
the fupreme power Both Ttajan 
himfelf and his friends feemed, 
according to ^pattian^ to judge 
Neratii>s r rtf CHS ^ who was the 
greateft civilian of his time, the 
bell qualified for fucceeding him 
in the emp.re (8) That writer 
adds, that one day he addrefled 
him thus Ta ^o«, Nciatius, J 
' ecommend the piovtncc^, tn caje 
1 fl^ould dte He 1 )^<^ hkewife 
fome thoughts of leaving the 
empire to her^*anus (9), whofc 
daughter Adttrtn had married ; 
and to Lwfius of whoih 

he defei vcdly ciitciCdined an high 
opinion ( 1 ] 

(G) Hence k was commonly 

( 4 ) deCjfnf n ta * put rtt Q, 
(S J Ilf r p 

f 79 j ' 

kilic\ed^ 


(3) Vtde P, Pagi adorn li-r. 
p. 10. & !ical/ger, in 1 ujtb. cLtott p, 341 
(6) ^pait, tn Adr, p 3, (-) Ilio, /. Ik x 

(si) l>i9t p, 795. (i) Ititntfi or at, XM, 



f (ball c)6f€ the luftory of this great emperor^a Grfat 
.with a fuccindt-ac^tount of hh noble and lifeful Works, ’works ptr- 

tiilus Fi^dr*m\l him to have firft introduced the ufc firmed ky 

'poft<^chaires ; bWit that invention Is generally afcribcd to Trajan. 
mguftus *, and wa^ probably only improved by Trajan^ as it ^ 

W4S after his timray feveral other emperors, as appears from 
whoitreats of this fubje^ at length in his com- 
ments upon the Theodofian code ^ He made, at an immenfe 
charge, a large and convenient road, leading through many 
barbarous nations, the moil diftant coaits of the Euxtne 
iea, to thofe of the ocean in Gaul He built feveral mag- 
nificent libraries in Rome^ and a ftatcly theatre in the field 
of Mars 'V, He adorned the city with many magnificent 
edifices, inlargcd th^ circus, repaired a great number of an- ^ 

tient buildings, and fu^plied with plenty of water thofe quar- 
ters of the city, which by other princes had been negleded. 

But the moft magnificent of all his woirics was the great fquare, fq^art 
which he made at Rome^ and called from his own name, 
having for that purpofe leveled an hill an hundred and forty- ' 
four feet high. In the niiclil ot the fquare, he erc£Icd the 
famous column, which is ftill to be fecn, to ferve him for 
a tomb, and at the fame time to ihew the height of the hill, 
which he lai/eled, as appears from the ii^fcnption on the bafi^, 
dated the feventeenth year of les tribunitial \v>wcr, which w\s 
the 1 14th of theChriftian sera. The emperor Co*iJlarttiu$^ w^heii 
be came to Rome in 357. found nothing in that ftately me- 

I 

* Vide cod. Tkcodof. tom. ii. p.“5ic, 511. ^ Goth in 

tod. Theodof. tom. ii. p. 506, &c.« “ Ac.r. A'jct. Pljn*. 

paneg. p. 96. Dio, 1 . Ixviii. p 778. 

believed, that Trajan did net that for this reafan the emperor’s 
adopt him; but that Plotitia, death was for fume ^hiys con> 
who was a great friend to Adrian, cealed. I'his Dio C njjiiu learnt 
introduced, after the death of of hU father Apr^ianuj, who, 
her hufband, a fuppofititious per- as be had been govt .inor of Cih- 
fi}D, who, counterfeiting the voice cia, where the emperor died, 
of the dying emperor, declared, had thence certaiv. intelligence of 
that he adopted AirfUn. Dto what had pafi.d at his death. 

Cajjius tells us, in exprefs terms, Beiidcs, the leticrs written to the 
that Trajan never adopted Adri~ fenate concerning this adoption 
Att ; but that the whole aflair were not figncd by Tn^an, but 
was managed by Ploiina and Asia- by Piotina, who had nevei^befoiv 
or rather Tati^nus^ who had figued any of her hi. /hand's di- 
been, jointly with the emperor, fpatebes ;2). 

Atkian'% guardian ; and adds, 

(1) Dio, A lx)T. p. 7S7, 

I. 


Vot. XV. 


ucfolis* 
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tropolis, which he admired ib much as Trajan*^ fquare 
The archited employed by Trojan in this inimitable work, 
as Conjiantius ftiled it, was one Aptlhdmis (H). During 
this prince’s reign, moft of the provinces of th£- empire fufFered 
-greatly by earthquakes, and were grievouflv afflided with a» 
dreadful plague, with famine, and frcqucjfc conflagrations *. 
At Rome the Tiber overflowed its banks with incredible Vio- 
lence, laid great part of the city under water, overturned 
many houfes, and greatly damaged the .fields ; tho* Trajan 
caufed a great canal to be dug, in order tr drain them, and to 
convey the water into its natural chancl a (I). 

Trajar 1 'rajan, notwithftanding his humanity and good-nature, 
j fuffered the Cbrifiians to be iiihumanly psrfecuted in moft 
Chrijiians provinces of the empire. As he pubcfticd no new edi£ls 
to be per- ag^,'in(t Cluiftian religion, he is not,' as Baronins obferves 
Jecuted, reckoned by TertiiUiun among the perfecutors of the church. 

But, that he was an ei^cmy to the Chriftians, and highly pre- 


* Ammi.\n. 1. xvi. p. 71. 
epic. ** Plin. 1. viii. ep. 17 . 

(il) Ciacconius tells us, that 
ot\ the top of the col unto, which 
Hood in the midil of the fquare, 
was placed 7rojan\ llatue, hold- 
ing a golden apple in its right 
hand ; and adds, that in this 
irpple were depofited the alhes of 
the dcceafed prince ( 3 ). But £a- 
tropius and ViSiorinuSy whom wc 
have followed, tell us, that he 
was buried under the column. 

(I) Phlegon tells us, that, in 
^Trajan's time, a ^voman was 
delivered at Alexandria of five 
children the fame day, three 
males, and two females, who 
were brought up with great care 
by the emperor. The next year 
the fame woman was delivered 
of three children ( 4 ). We read 
in Plutarch (^)y that in Trajan s 
reign ^ Veftaly named Hehvetiuy 
going on horfeback, w'as ftruck 
dead with a flaih lightning, 
and thrown quite naked pn one 

(V, Cl fccv, de £$L 7/ j/an, r. 14, 


Dio, p. 789. * VicT. 

^ Baron, ad ann. loo. 

fide, and her horfe on the other ; 
which the foothf>yers looked 
upon as prefaging fometbing 
highly diflionourable to the Ve^ 
fiahy and the Roman knights. 
Accordingly, not long after, the 
Have of a knight, named Butecesy 
came of his own accord, and de- 
pofed, that his mailer, and feve- 
ral others of the equeftrian or- 
der, had for a long time carried 
on a criminal converfation with 
three Vejiahy jEmiHuy Liciniety 
and Martiuy who were imme- 
diately punilhed, and the knights 
too their accomplices. But the 
pontifs, having firfl confulced 
the books of the Sihylsy declared, 
that the crime was to be expiated 
by burying alive in the forum^ 
boarium, or the ox-markety two 
men and two women, natives of 
Greece and Gaul ; which was 
done accordingly. 


(4) JVVtf. mil, c'. 29. (5) Plut, 

judiced 



147 


C- XX.’ Roman Hift^ry] 

Judiced againft them, is manifeft from Pliny's letter to him «, 
and his anfwer to PUny This may be afcribed to his look- 
ing upon tfie Chriftians, who were already very numerous, 
and multiplied \daily, with a jealous and fufpicious eye, as tiie 
underminers of €he religion of the empire, and enemies to 
the gods addred^^ Rome^ and in all the Roman provincfs. 

Bcfides, he perhaps account. ‘d them eftablifhers of hetesritv^ 
or illegal focieties^ which, ufually breed fadiions and feditions ; 
whence all focietijs, or colleges, not fettled by an imperial 
edidf, or a decre^of the fenate, were forbidden, and the 
perfons frequenting them adjudged guilty of treafon. But, 
after he had been infermed by Pliny of their innocence, he 
could not,* nor indeed did he, as appears from Jiis anfwer, 
entertain any finifte? opinion of them. But neverthelefs, in- 
ftcad of putting an infliiediate flop to the pcrfccution, he ftiit 
diredtions into Biihynia^ where it chiefly raged, repugnant 
to good fenfe, and altogether iiiconllftcnt with his fo much 
boafled juftice, humanity, and good-nature. P'or he com- llu unjufl 
manded, iJiat no inquifition fhould be made for the Chriftians, froceed- 
but that fuch as were accufed fhould be punifhed ; which was, 
as TentdUan oblerves in his excellent apology declaring 
them innocent, and at the fame time ordering them to be 
treated as •riminals. “ If they aic guilty,*’ fays that W’riter, 
addrefling himfelf to the emperor, why do you forbid any 
fcarch to be made after them ? If they are innocent, why 
** do you command them to be punifhed ?” I'his ordinance, 
however iniquitous and abfurd, continued in force till the 
perfecutioii of Severus^ that is,‘ for almoft a whole century. 

As Irojan w'as, what every prince ought to be, a gcneious 
encourager of learning, under him the efforts of genius and 
fludy bjgan to revive ^ ; and his icigii became famous for a 
great numbers of eminent inflonaris, poets, orators, and phi- 
lofophers, of whom we fliall fpeak in our notes (K). 

C H A P. 


® Plin. I. X. ep. 102. Idem 1 bid. ep. 103. ® Tep.- 

TULL. apol. c. 2. ^Plin. pan. p. 84, Tacit, vit. Agr, 

c. 2, 3. 


(K) Thefe were Julius Fron- 
tinus, Cornelius Tacitus^ Pliny the 
younger, Pompeius Saturnhtus, 
Titimus Capita^ Claudius Pollh, 
Verginius Romanus, &c. Sextus 
Julius Frontinus was prxtor in 
the firft yeaf of VefpafiarC^ reign. 


but yielded that dignity to Do- 
mitiany after having held Jt but 
one day, or two at nxift (6). 
Some ycar^aftcT, be commanded 
in Britain with great reputation 
and fticcef, till the ninih year 
of rejpajiaus ifign, when he 


(6; biji. 1. iv. c, 39. 
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was facceeded by the celebrated hit work, we may theeoe con- 
^^icola. As that command was elude, that it was. compofed in 
given to fuch only as had been his reign. In the prefooe, which 
conluls, FrontinuSf no doubt, had he prefixed to this work, he telh 
been honoured with the conful' us, that he h?'d ftudied the mili- 
Ibtp before he was fent into Bri-^ tary art wit* great application ; 
tain. He is thought to have been and, befidesuthe book of Jtrmia* 
conful a fecond time under Ner- gemSf written fome others upon 
and a third under Trajan (y). the lame We read like- 

He was likewife augur, and fuc> wife in Vegiftius^ that what/rs«- 
ceeded in that dignity by Pliny^ tinus compendioufly wrote on mi- 
thc younger, in the fourth year litary dilcipline, and copied in 
of Adriatts reign (8) ; whence great part from Cato the cenfor, 
we conclude, that he died that was greai^^y efteemed by Trajan 
year, the tooth of the Chriftian (4]. quotes another work 

a:ra, the augurate being an em- done by him, in which he Teems 
ployment for life. He was a to have ^olledted whatever he 
great civilian, and highly 'lileem- found in Homer upon the fubje£l 
cd by all the men of learning of war (5}. Nemja committed 
who fiourilhed in his time, efpe- to him the care of the fountains 
cially by Martial, who mentions and aqueducts of Rome ; on which 
and commends him in his epi- occafion he wrote the treatife of 
grams. In his lail will he de* aquedu£lt, which has reached us ; 
tired, that no tomb ihight be as have done fome.^other fmall 
eroded to him, faying, that, pieces of his, and are to be found 
without fuch monuments, the in the colledion which Scrive- 
world would remember him, if rius has made of the antients, 
his life had deferved it (9). Ta- who have treated of the military 
eitus, fpeaking of Frontinus, fays, art, and publifhed at Antnusrp in 
that he was a man as groat and 1607. From thefe pieces it ap- 
able as he found fcopc and fafety pears, that they were written 
to be(i). He was one of the during the war with the ; 

greateft commanders of hij time which fome underltand of Domi' 
(2), and gave fignal proofs both tian\ war with that people; 
ef his bravery and condud, in othcrsof 7 ^rq;««’s (6). As for the 
utterly fubduing the powerful treatife of colonies, which Seri- 
and warlike nation of the Silurrs, nserius aferibes to Frontinus, it 
tho\ befidcs the courage of the either was not done by him, or 
enemy, he was likewife obliged has been lince altered ; for men- 
to Uruggle with tlic difficulties tion is there made of Adrian, 
of places and fituaiion {3). He Severus, Antoninus, Commodus, 
wrote four books of firatngems, and other emperors, who reigned 
which have reached our times, long after Frontinus\ time, 
and ar- fuppofed to have been Cornelius Tacitus, the greateft 
inferibed to Trajan. ^ As he flat- orator, ftatcfman, and hiftoria* 
ters Domitian in feveral places of of his time, wUs, as is commonly 

(7) Nons rptjl. confui fir , fi*. (g) Pi,„, /. iy. eptjl. 8. ' (9) PUn, 

7 . XIX. eptji. 19. (1 j 'iizi.t. vit, Jigr. Cf 17. (2)' Julian, taEl. p. 3. 

i- h iS. (^5) taS/. i. p. I. 

(C) Vo£^ hiji. Lat. /. rii. t. 4. 

fuppofed, 
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fappofedy the fon of Cornelius 
TadtuSf a ^aman knight^ and 
procurator of Bdgic Gaul, His 
promotion in the^te was begun, 
• as he himfelf inforas us (7), by 
Veftafian^ augme^^ by Jitus^ 
aim by Domitian ij|avanced yet 
higher. He was prsetor under 
Domitian in the 3^ear of the 
Chriftian xra 88, the feventh of 
that prince's reign, 'and conful 
under Ner^a in 97, being fub- 
llituted to Verginius Rufus, whofg 
panegyric, or funeral qfation,«he 
compofed and prondui^ed (8). 
He married in 77, or 78, the 
daughter of the celebrated Cneius 
Julisu Agricola (9). Lipfius is of 
opinion, that he left children by 
her, fiiice the emperor Tacitus 
pretended to be descended from 
him, or to be of the fame family ; 
for he called the hiftorian, as 
Vopifeus infeyms us ( 1 ), his kinf- 
man ; and Sidonius counts him 
among the anceilors of Polemus, 

e refedt of Gaul (2). He had 
een four years abfent from Rome, 
when Agricola died (3) ; which 
has given occafion to Tome writers 
to fuppofe, without any foun- 
dation, that he was banifhed by 
Domitian. He pleaded at the 
bar, even after he had been con- 
fut ; and, by his eloquent fpeeches, 
gained the reputation of the great- 
ell orator of his time (4). He 
was much admired by Pliny, who 
lived in clofe friendlhip with him, 
and by all men of learning, who 
reckoned it a great honour to be 
acquainted with a perfon of his 
extraordinary accompliHimencs 
He Teems to have pubblhcd 
Siiue fpeeches, and likewife verfes 


(6) , which have been long fince 
lok One of his letters has been 
conveyed to us amongd thofe of 
Plisi^’. Tho’ he was the greateft 
orator of his time^ he is now 
known only by his hillorical 
works, whjch can never be fuf- 
hciently admired and commended. 
He Teems to have written his dc 
Icription of Germany during the 
fecond confulate of Trajan, that 
is, in 98. His life of Agricola, 
which Lipjius ihinks one of the 
fined pieces in the Latin tongue, 
wa«, as we conjeflure from the 
preface, one of the firll pieces 
he compofed, and probably pub^ 
lifhed fn the very beginning of 
Trnjan\ reign. The work which 
compnfes the lives of the empe- 
rors, from the death of Galha to 
that of Domitian, ought to be 
placed next ; for, in his annals, 
he refert the reader to his ac- 
count of the reign of Domitian 

(7) . That work, which is by 
Tertullian (8;, and other anti- 
ents, called the hijlory of Tnci- 
^lus, comprifed the traufaftions 
of the Romans, both at home 

•and abroad, from the year 69. 
to the year 96. of the Chriilian 
a;:ra ; but only his pxcount of the 
year 69. and part of the year 70, 
has reached our times. Having 
ended hib hillory, he began his 
annals (for fo he himfelf dilcs 
them) from the death of Auguftus 
to the reign of Galha, in which 
there are many lamentable chafms, 
a? we have obferved in the pre- 
ceding pages. He had referved, 
as he himfelf tells us (9}, for the 
dudy and employment of his old 
age, the reigns qif and 


(7) Tacit, hifl. 1 . i e. I, 8) Piin, /. ii. ep. J. fj) Tacit, n ir, 

Agr. r. 9. * (1) Vnpife, in Tacit, (zj Sid, /. iv. e/1^4. (3) Tucif, 

M, f. 44. (4J PUn, /. ii. cpiji, J, 11. (5) idem, L iv. eptft. 13, 

i;. A ix. eplji. 10. (^) Piin, /. ix. ep, 10, {-j) Tacit, annal, c. if. 

Sy 'i..iiuUTap^ • . 16, lib, d« fpeBac, {$ ) Tacit, tif. A !• c, 
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frajan-f but that work, it feeips, he has few or po words which 
he never undertook, no mention had not been ufed by approved 
being made of ic by any of the writers ; nor d4|es he often give 
antjents. He likewife prop ofed new ideas to old words. How- , 
writing the hiftory of Auguftus*^ ever, as lyrns fparirg of his 
reign ; but St. Jercm knew^ of words, and, Rafter having ftajucd 
no other hillorical wdrks of ‘Ta- the idea, leaves the reader to 
cituSf except his liiAory and an- purfue it, he is thence cliarged 
nals, which were in all thirty by the mourns with obfeurity. 
books (i). Of thefe are now The enope^or diredted his 

remaining, not wnhouc many books to be placed in all the 
chafms, only fixtecn books of braries ; and, for their better 
hi5 annals, and five of his hiftory. pr^fervation, ordeied ten copies 
As to his ilile, it is fublime and of them & be tranfenbed every 
expreflive ; his thoughts are great, year atfthc public cxpence (z). 
his phrafe elevated, and his words But, notvvithllanding this care, * 
few. Heftiewshiinfelf, through- many of them have been long 
out his whole work, an upright fincc loft, as we have obferved 
patiiot, zealous for public liberty, above. As for the dialogue on 
and the welfare of his country ; the decay of eloquence, which is 
a declared enemy to tyrants, and by fomc aferibed to Tacitus, by 
to the tools of tyranny j a lo\cr others to ^uintilmny and was 
of humankind, amanpf virtue, written In the fixth year of the 
who adores liberty and truth, and reign of Vvfpaftany Li^us, from 
every where recommends them, the llilc, L more inclined to ad- 
As no man had feen more, and judge jt to ^intilian than to 
few thought fo much, he draws ‘Tuati/s. But of that piece we 
events from their fiift fources, have fpoken above (f ). The 
cakes ofF every difguife, and pc- unjuft cenfure of Mr. Bayle and 
netrates every artifice. He faw others upon Tacitusy as if he dc* 
every thing in a ti ue and un- rived the adions of his princes, 
common light ; whence his rc- even the moft innocent, from 
fiedions are maftcrly and pro- wicked counfels and defigns, is 
found, like mirrors, where ha- fully confuted by Mr. Gordorty in 
man nature and government are the difeourfes which he has pre- 
exhibited in their proper fize and fixed to his excellent tranflation 
colours. His ftile is a kind of of that hiftorian (3]; a tranfla- 
language peculiar to hiinfclf, tion w hich has been of great ufe 
weighty, grave, and well adapted to us in compiling the foregoing 
lo h ;5 fubjed. 'I he older he part of this hiflory. 
grew, the mere he curtailed his *Pliny was a native of Comum, 
liile ; for his hiftcry is much now Cemo, the fon of L, CaciliuSy 
more copious and Bowing than by the fifter of Plitiy the elder, 
bis annals ; fo that v/hat has by by whom he was adopted, and 
feme been reckoned a fault, was thence took tl'e name of C. Pit- 
in him cheeffed of bis judgment, nins C^eciltus Secundus (4). He 
His Latin IS pure and claiTical ; was born in the eighth year of 

(t) Ihfr. irt Zac. [i) T'tfijc. in Tarit. (f) See htforfy f>. 89, (X). 

Gc-raf. jfc-— 23, iV/«. frol, ^ 1 , v. ef, 8. . 
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.Nera's reign, the 6ift of the a colie£Uon of fuch of his.Ietters, 
Chriitian and ftudied elo- as he thought the moft diverting 
quence under ^intilian (5) with and inftruAiveCa) ; and of theie 
fuch fuccefs, that he and 'Tacitus are ftill extant ten books, which 
were reckoned t!^ two greateH have been of iignal ufe to us in 
orators of their ’ tjfRie. In his defcribing the reign of Trajan. 
youth he folio wed^he profeffion He > was, as appears from his 
of arms (6), was ^pnietor under letters, a man of great honour, 
and und(^ con- probity, difintereliednefs, and 

ful, augur, and gov'^nor of Pm- good-nature j of which we And 
tus and Bithynia. out his chief innumerable inftances in his let- 
employment was to plead caufes, ters. He prefented the city of 
which hedid with great eloquent. Comum, where he was born, with 
and equal dilintereftgdnefs, • not a valuable and numerous col- 
accepting of his clieny fees or Icdlion of books, which he bought 
prefents of any kind, even before at a great rate, and allotted a 
the law forbidding them palled large fund to be employed, partly 
in the fenate. He publilhed fe- in pifl-chafing other books, and 
veral harangues or fpeeches, none partly in maintaining and bring- 
of which have reached our times, ing up the children of his poor 
except his panegyric upon the countrymen (3). As the citizens 
Trajan. An infer iption, of Ce>/««w ufed, for want of pro- 
quoted by VoJJius (7), aferibes to per mailers at home, to fend their 
him fome#hillorical pieces ; but childrAi to be educated at Media* 
of thefc no mention is made by lanum, now M'lUh, he prevailed 
any ancient writer : nay, Apollt- upon them to contribute towards 
tells us, that the hiring and maintaining of 

lus did not apply himfelf to the profeffors in all arts and fcienccs, 
writing of liiftory, till he had in. and was himfelf at the third part 
vain endeavoured to engage Fhny of the charge ; he would have 
in that province (8). The letter* willingly paid the whole, had he 
in which Pliny excufes himfelf not believed, that the parents of 
from that talk, is dill extant (9), the children, by being obliged 
but inferibed to one Capita: per- to di/burfe two-thirds of the rc- 
haps in the time of that quifite fum, would be thence 

is, in the fifth century, it palTed more cffeftually induced to chocic 
for a letter written to Tacitus, profeffors well qualified tor that 
Some make Pliny author of the truff, than if the whole charge 
//w of illuftrious men, which, were borne by him ; in which 
by moil critics, is afejibed to Cor- cafe, favour, he apprehended, 
nelius Nepos ; but by VoJJius to might prevail over merit {4), 
Aurelius Vidor (1). Pliny often Beiides his countrymen, he pre- 
mentions his own verfes ; but, as fenced others with confiderable 
^licy have been long fince loll, fums, namely, ^lintilian, on 
we can give no account of them, occafion of the marriage of hia 
He himfelf m&de and publilhed daughtef(5)> tha Martin/^ 

(^) P/ki. 1. ii. op. 14. (^} Idem, /, i. i;f. lo^ (t) VJJ 

tat. 1. i. f. 30. fS ) Sidonl /. iv. rp, 33. (t)) PJin, 4 v. ep. S, 

(i) Vujr, ilud, (2.) Pltn. 4 i. fp. I. (3^ Idem, 1. i. </>. 8. 4 

^p, 18. (^) Idem, 4 iv, ep, 13. (s) idem, /, vh fp> 
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when lie left Rome% to retarn to dilimereftednefs»and good-natire, 
Sfiaiii, his native country (6) ; which the brevity we have pro-' ’ 
and one Ritmanw Firmiusy to pofed to ourlelves will not allow 
make up the fum that was re- us to relate in Aiis place, 
quifite for his being raifed to the Pompeius S^Uurninus ilourilhed 
eqaedrian order (7). He was under and is highly com- 

not himfelf poilelTed of a large mended by Flinyy with whonf lie 
ellate ; but, by bellowing little lived in gre?t friendlhip, as an 
upon himfelf, he could aiFord excellent ora .or, poet* and hifto* 
lieilowing a great deal upon his rian (2). P/fay publHhed nothing 
friends, as he had no children (8). without fubmitting it firil to the 
A lady of merit, named Corelliay judgment of Saiur9rinus.{^), This 
for whom PHuy had a particular is perhaps the fame Saturninus, 
value, having betrayed to him wht; died the fifth year of 
a delire of having lands on the Trajan's^ and bequeathed 

lake of Comoy he generoufly of- part of his eilate to P/itiy (4). 
fered her a fmall efiate, lately His works have been long fince 
fallen to him, which bordered loll 'litinius Capito is likewiie 
on that lake. Ccrellia refuled mc:i oned by Pltny, as a writer 
the prefent, and deiired to know of n j mean charafler. He de- 
thc value of it ; when one of fcribed the dtaths of illufirious 
Pliny's freedmen, no doubt by ftteny amongll whom were fome 
private orders from his mailer, of his cotemporaries, condemned, 
undervalued it, and fold it to nodoubt, by (5). Piinj^ 
her at a very low rate ; which tells us elfewhere (6), that, with 
Corellia afterwards knew, but excellent verfes, he celebrated the 
Pliny could not by any means be aflions of great men ; and adds, 
prevailed upon to accept the full that he prevailed upon the em- 
value of the land iq). He at ^troxy NernjaoT ^rajatty toere^E 
once difeharged all the debts of a iiatue in the forum to L. Sila^ 
one of his rriends, fubilituting *ttus, who was by Ntro's order 
himfelf in the room of all his put to death in the year 65. the 
other creditors, who had brought eleventh of that prince's reign, 
him into great trouble. When Cataneus, in his notes upon P/f- 
his friend died, his daughter Ctf/- ">’ (7)» tells us, that LuSlantius 
'-viva was for renouncing the in- quotes a book upon the public 
/jerirance ; but Pliny^ to lave ihews written by iitinius Capito. 
the reputation of tne deceafed, Claudius Pollio, who is likewife 
generouily torgave her what ihe greatly commended by PUny (8), 
owed him, tho’ he had coutri- wrote the life of Mujonius Bajfus 'y 
bated a cunfiderable fum towards his benefaflor. Suidas fpeaks Of 
her iortune, when ihe was mar- one Afinius Pollioy who was a 
j ied (i). The reader will find native of Tralles in AJsa^ and a 
in Pli^^\ letters innumerable celebrated fophilt and philofo-. 
other inllances of his generoiity, pher, and afenbes to him feveral 

<oJ Fiin, 4 Hi. <-fr. ri- ("j) hlem, rp. 19, j IJeniy l. \u 

•p. 4. (i)J ia-M, 1. vii. ep. II. of ^14* ( i) fdemy V. ii. ep. 4. 

, IJen, /. vh. ep. IV. Idem ibid. ep. 8. JdetK, /. . 

? 7- ( 5y viii. ep, JZ. [6J idem, /. i. ep. 17 . (-j) Idem 

{ S ) Idem, /, vii, ep, 31. 
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I 

8^ Hiji^ry <jf 'i^oinc, from the Death (if Trajan, to 
the Death of Marcus Aurelius, when the Power tf 
the Roman Empire began to decline. 

A DRIAN, wb\ fucceeded Trajan in the empire, was the Adrian, 
4 A fon of Mliui Adrlanm Afer^ coufin* german to that 
prince, and of Domitia Paulina^ fprung from an illuftrious 
fami]y in Cadiz. His famiJy^canie originally from Italica in fx- 
SpatHy the native ciiy oi Trajan y whither Adrian^ in the 
account he wrote of niiown life, pretended, that his ancc- 
ftors had removed fome ages before from the city of Adria in 
the country of the Picentesy now th^ dukedom of Atri in 
Abruzzo. Marullinusy his great-grcat-grandfaiher, was the 
firft Roman fenator of the family He was born, according 
to Spartiany in Romey on the twenty-fourth of Januarvy in 
the year feventy-fix of the Chriftian a;ra, while Vej'pofian was 
conful the feventh time, and Titus the fifth Eutropius 
writes, that he was born in lialica \ hut^Cofaubon thinks, he 


* Spart. in Adr. p. 1—3. 
& P. Pagi, p. 30, 

pieces; amongft the red, one giv- 
ing an account of the memorable 
adtions and layings of the philo- 
fopher Mufonius ; but he adds, 
that Mu/lnius taught at Rome in 
the time of Fompey the Great {9) ; 
but is commonly thought to liavc 
been therein guilty of a great 
overiight ( i ). F/my like wife 
mentions and commends one F’er- 
ginius Romanusy who wrote co- 
medies, and other poetical pieces 
(2). Under Trajan flourifhed, 
according to Voffus (3), two Greek 
poets, Serapioy an Athenian^ Flu- 
tarcl^ friend, and Rufus ^ an Ephe- 
ficn, author of the fix books upon 
fimples, known lo* Galen, and 
other phyficians. Fliny feems to 


Parif. 1620. *> Idem ibid. 


have entertained a mighty opi- 
nion of the fophiil who 

eftne to Rome, when he was about 
fixty (4), and there gained, as 
appears from Juvenal (5), the 
reputation of an eloquent orator. 
He was a native of Affyria, and 
in his youth had led a moll de- 
bauched life ; but afterwards, 
changing his conduft, applied 
himfelf to the lludy of philolb- 
phy and eloquence (6). He 
feerns to have left no other works 
behind him, except his declama- 
tions. Of Plutarchy Suetonius, 
EpihletuSy and leveral othet wri- 
ters, who lived under Trajan, 
but died after Tiim, wc fliall fpeak 
hereafter. 


(9> Suidas, ^.579. (i) Vide yenf. /. lii. c. 7. {ij PJin. I. vi. 

tp. 3F. (3; VaJ. fQ.t. Crete, p 71 U) PtiK. A 1. ep. 3, 

(5} Juv.fMt, uj. •vrr, 74. i t j P,fihj}r. b, c. 20. Suifias, p, ia74» 
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was therein miftakcn He was named P. Mlijus Adrianus^ 
ox Hadrianu^ I to which names he added, after his accei^on 
to the empire, that of Trajan His father, dying when he 
was but ten years old, left him under me guar£anfhip of . 
7 r£ijan and Ceelius Tatiams^ or Attianu/^ as Salmdfms calls 
Jiim, a Roman knight He applied hiWelf to the fti^y of 
the Greek tongue, and was, at the age]*of fifteen, fo tho- 
roughly acquainted with that language, tl^at he was commonly 
furnamed the young Grecian. He then went to ferve in 
Spain^ and ilaid there till he was recalled by Trajan^ with 
whom he lived as his Ton. He was foon after appointed by 
Domhian one of the decemvirs, and thence raifed to the 
command of the fecond auxifiaiy legion, with which he was 
fent into Moefta about the latter end. *of that prince’s reign. 
We are told, that in Moefia an aftrologer aflured him, that 
the fovercign power was by the fates defined to him ; which 
was confirming wha{ his great-uncle Mlius AdrianuSy who 
was hkewiie fkilhd in afirology, had foretold many years 
before ^ When Ttajan was adopted by Nerva^ he was fent 
to liim viith the congratulations of the army upon that occa- 
fion, and fbon after icmoved by Nerva ixom McefM into 
Upper German) ; wj.cncc he hafhncd, upon the death of that 
piincc, which happened foon after, to cany tfie fir ft tidings 
of it to Trajan, Sefvianu^^ who commanded in Upper Ger~ 
pmnyy and iio fjiciid to Adnan,^ iho’ he bad married his 
filler Paulhiay detained him, till he had difpatched an exprefs 
to Trajan with the news or Arri;r/’s death, and afterwards 
fupplitd jiim with an old chariot, which broke down by the 
way, that he might not ingTaiiate himfelf with the new em- 
peror, by firft informing him of his acceffion to the empire. 
But, neverthelefs, Adrian purfued his journey on foot with 
fuch expedition, that he arrived in Lower Germany y where 
Trajan then was, before the exprefs S. Trajan kept him 
with him ; hut, tho’ he was his kinfman, his guardian, tho’ 
he gave him afterwards his fiftcr’s grand-daughter, Sqbtndy in 
Trajao mariiagc, yet he never conferred any extraordinary honours 
eonfet^id upon him. In his youth he had fquandered away his eflate, 
no extra' and contradled great debts ; which,' with his other vices, 
erdinary Servianus took care to exaggerate to the emperor, in order 
honours to eftrange his mind from him, and prevent his adopting him ; 
upon him, Servianus entertained a very indifferent opinion of Adriany 
and believed that Rome could never be happy under fuch a 
prince ^ ; and truly he was a perfon of molt extraordinary 

^ Casau£. in not. ad Spart. ^ Bio, l.'ixviii. p- 786. 

« Sparti in Adr. p. 1—^3, f I(^mibic]. * Idem, 

p. 4. * Idem, p, 8, 
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parts, and had feme great virtues, but allayed with no kfs 

vieps. 

He was endowed with a memory almbft beyond belief j he ffis txtra- 
could repeat by ^eart a whole book, however difficult and ordinary 
intricate the fubjedl^of it was, after having once perufed it ; memorjy 
he knew the name// every foldier in the army, and remem- learnings 
bred the names of ^11 the old foldiers, who had once ferved 
under him, tho’ th^ had been long difbanded. He excelled 
in every branch of learning, and was, without comparifon, 
the beft orator, poct^^rammarian, philofopher, and mathe- 
matician of his time ; thoroughly fkilled in phyfic ; well ac- 
quainted with the virtues an(4 properties of moft herbs and 
minerals ; in drawingend pointing he was equal to the greateft 
matters ; fung, and plained upon all kinds of inftniments, fo 
as to be reckoned tlie moft fkilful mufician of the age he 
lived in. lie even applied himfclf ta the fludy of judicial 
aftrology, and magic. He ufed at the fame time to write, 
dictate to feveral lecretaries, give audience to ins nnnitters, 
and difeourfe with them about afKiirs of the greateft import- 
ance 5 for no man was better acquainted with Ins domdlic 
affairs, than he with thofc of the whole empire. His couitF^wirj 
was confta^tly ciouded with philofopiicrs, orators, poets, leanf 
mathematicians, for whom he always (hewed a particular ed. 
efteem, and took great plcafure in difputing with them, and 
challenging the poets by extemporary verfes, at which he had 
an extraordinary talent. Having one day excepted figainft 
an exprelfion ufed by Favorinus^ that philofopher modeftly 
yielded, tho* he might have produced, out of good authors, 
fufficient authority tor his expreflion ; which feemir.g fttange 
to his friends, Do you thinks faid Favorinm pleafantly, that 
I will pretend to be more learned than one who has thnty legions 
at his beck j ? 

In the beginning of his reign, he gave many inftances Injlanees 
his clemency and good-nature j but afterwards caufed feveral of bis c/r- 
perfons to be unjuftly put to death ; whence fomc writers ex- meucy, 
tol him as a moft merciful prince, while others reprefent him 
as naturally inclined to cruelty, but often forgiving injuries, 
through fear of undergoing the fate of Caligula^ Nero^ 
pr Domitian, In the very beginning of his reign, Tatianus 
advifed him to put three perfons to death, who, he faid, would 
fail to raife difturbances, to wit, Behius Macer governor 
of Rome^ Laherius Maximus^ and Crajpe^ Frugi^ of wh6m 
the two latter had confpired againft Trajon^ and were then in 
banifhmcnt ; but the emperor would not hearken to any fug- 


* Spaj^t. in A^. p. 1 — 3 , Ammian. 1. xxx. 

p. 790. 
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geilions agakift them, faying, It would be highly unjuft and* 
tyrannical, to punifh any one for a crime whish be was only 
likely tocommit^ (A). He allowed every one free a:ce6 to 
him, and Teemed never better pleafcd than yhen they Tpoke to 
him with liberty, or admonifhed him of ^is faults (B). 

Kinitohu He was courteous and affable towards per fons of all r^k$, 
friends \ converfed familiarly with his friends, anu' viiited thenf, nay^ 
and his freed men, when indifpofed, tww or thrice a day^ 
comforting them in their iickiieTs, and auifting them with his 
counfels. He frequently entertained at his table, and 

honoured them with his company at their houfes, without 
being invited, converdng with^them more like a private per- 
Ibn than a prince. He refufed thtm nothing which he thought 
reafonable to grant them, and enrichqfl "fome whu had never 
hut giws afkcd him the leaft favour * j but at the fame time gave ear to 
ear to flandcrcrs, and believed every tale that was whifpered againft 
Jlandtrers, them ; whence all thofe whom he had moft favoured, and 
raifed to the higheft honours, were in the end difgraced, 
treated by him as enemies, and either put to death, or ba« 


** Spart. p. 10- 

(A) Spartian writes, that he 
freely forgave all thofe who had 
any- way injured him while he 
was a private perfon ; and that 
one day meeting one of them 
after he was emperor, he told 
him. That he had efcaped by hi^ 
promotion to die empire ( i ). On 
the other hand, Dio Cajfius tells 
u.s, that he remembred and pu- 
nilhed with great feverity. Tome 
injuries done him in Trajan' 
tune ; and that lie never for- 
gave the famous architeft Apollo- 
dorus^ who had fpokeo contempt- 
uoully of him before that prince 
(2). 

(B) Of this we read the fol- 
lowing inftaiice : A woman hav- 
ing one.day applied to him on 
occafion of a troubleiome law- 
fuit, the emperor tol8 her. That 
he was not then at leifure to hear 


Idem, p. 7. Dio, p. 791. 

her. The woman* not fatisfied 
with this anfwer, cried out to 
him aloud, To what purpo/e^ then^ 
are you emperor ? With which 
franknefs Adrian was fo well 
pleafcd, that, poftponing all other 
affairs, he heard her with great 
patience, and difniilTed her fully 
fatisfied (3). The people 
demanding one day with great 
noife in the theatre fomething, 
which Adrian was no -way in- 
clined to grant them, he ordered 
the public crier to command fi- 
lence with the ^imperious word 
Tacrte^ Befilent^ ufed by Domi- 
tian on the like occafion ; but the 
cner,inflead of obeying him, faid 
only. The emperor begs you would 
he fi lent \ wiudi Adrian was^To 
far from refenting, that he com- 
mended hib prsdence, and amply 
rewarded it (4). 


( 1 ) Spgrt. f>, 
O) Idcn lb J 
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f, ni^d His liberality knew no bounds ; he allotted ldl|e A// Z/i/-* 
films for the'maintcnance of poor children of both fexes^ and raHij/, 
in that cjfceUeil even Trajan, Upon fuch of the fenators as 
were by inisfortuncs reduced to poverty, he fettled penfions 
fiiitable to ihcirkank, and the number of their children. 

Among the populace^he diltributed yearly an immenfc quantity 
of corn, made large, prefents to fuch of the knights as were 
not able to fupport ieir dignity, and fupplied all thofe whom 
he appointed goveriVr** of provinces, or commanders of ar- 
mies, with horfes, irujles, cloaths, and money, to defray the 
charges of their jourhty. During the feaft of Saturn^ he 
ufcd*to fend prefents to his friends, laving hold of that oppor- 
tunity to reward them for their fidelity, and attachment to 
his perfon. His prefet^s to Kings and princes alv-rays exceeded 
thofe which they had feilt him. Sucii of the public profellbrs 
as were no longer able to difehargt their office as they ought, 
be difmiffed with marks of honoui, and^handfomc allowances. 

As he fpentmoft part of his reign in vifiting the provinces of 
the empire, he left every- where marks of a magnificence truly 
great and princely He is Paid never to have feized unjultly 
any man’s propci ty ® ; neither would he ever receive legacies 
left him by perfons who were not known to him, or by fuch of 
his friends a% had children P. • 

He (hewed on all occafions an high refpe^l for the fmate, 
confuls, and other magiftrates, tranfaaiiig nothing without rw /euate. 
their advice. He fcarcc ever failed affiffing at their affembhus 
when he was either at or and i/fuallv w'aited on 

the confuls to their hoiifcs. He.would not fuffer the Roman 
knights to fit as judges in the cayfcoi a fenator, though that 
had been cuftoniary when the canfe was pleaded berore the 
emperor in perfon ; neither would ha rdlow of any appeals from 
the fenate to him h. He admlnlilied j iftice with gsc«it iinpar- /f 
tiality, following therein the advice of P, Juktiiiiii Celjus^ 

Saivius Julianus^ and Ntralius Prif.^ u all three men of great ^ 

probity, and the belt civilians in R' w^. He r.arruw ly inquired 

Into the conduct and bchavu^ur ot hi^ nindters, di ft barging. 

them when guilty ol the icali iniufiicc or mifdemcanour. He j w 

allowed his treedmen, no power'; and fuch as pretended 

have any, in order to gain bv that rnearM credit or wedth, 

he punilhed with the utmoft fcveriiv (C;. He was an enemy 

to 

m ?part. & Dio, ibid, « ^parf. p. lo. Dio, p. 790. 

Phi LOST. loph. t*. 27. '•’Dio, ibidf p bPAKT. 

p. 9. IdcDi, p. 17. 

(C) Obferving ore day fioiu w.uKing hciACcn two finators, 
his winder, V one 0: hi; Ireedmeii he fent one of his attendants to 

^ivc 
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* to^li pomp and parade ; whence he would never fuiFer the ie* f 

nators to attend him but upon bufinefs. He' ufually re*' 
turned from the fenate in a fedan, that the'fcnators might 
be difpenfed from accompanying him to thi^ palace. His me^ 
dais are all very plain, without the ufual tnles of 
pontiff father of his country ^ &c. He.would not fufFer his 
name to be put upon any of the ftately buildings whioh he 
ere£fed, except upon the temple which le built in honour of 
Trajan ; but, at the fame time, was plcafed, that fevera! 
aqueducts and cities fhould bear his name Out of Rome 
he laid quite afide the port and maj^Fy of an emperor ; in 
his garb and drefs he little varied from a common foldier ; his 
diet was fuch as chance prcC:nted ; he ufually marched on 
foot, with his head bare, making no diftindfion between the 
frozen mountains of the and ''the fcorching deferts of 

Africa i he vilited the foldiers in perfon when fick, took par- 

ticular care of their p;ovifions, made them prefents, but, 
at the fame time, put down the ufe of arbours, fhady walks, 
bowers, ^c, banifhing from the camp whatever Teemed in 
He re- the had to encourage luxury and idlencfs. He was acquaint- 

•vi^es the ed wirh every foldier in the army, knew his age, remcm- 

4tntientmi- bred his exploits, if he had performed any, Uc. He preferred 
iitary dif- none but men of courage, ftrength, and good chiradFers, fay- 
^ipKne. ing, Such as the offeers arCy fuch will the foldier s foon be. By 
this means he revived and reftored the antient military difei- 
pline, which, by the negligence of many princes, had been 
decaying ever fince the time of Augujius 
His vices. He is generally blamed by the antients as too inquifitive,and 
prying into every one’s fccre»^s, though they no-way concerned 
him ; as addidted to the mod infamous pleafures, and aban- 
doned to all manner of fupcrftition \ which was the chief 
caufe of his perfecuting the Chriftians, whom he looked upon 
as enemies to the idolatrous worfhip of his gods ^ He took 
great delight in hunting, and is faid to have killed bears, lions, 
and other wild beads, with his own hand. He founded a 
town in Mafta, which he called Adrianother^y that is, Adrian ’j 
chace^ becaufe he had killed a bear there. He loved his hunt- 

Spart. p. 9, 10. ® Idem, p. 5. Dio, p. 790 — 792. 

t Dio & Spart. ibid. Ammian. 1 . xxv. Hier. chron. Ter- 
TUL. apol. c. 5. 

give him a box on %hc ear, and to whom he might one day be a 
tell him, that it did not become flave (5). 
him to walk between two perfons 
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ing-horfes and dog^ to fuch a degree, that he built them tont!>9, 
and wrote iiimfelt' their epitaphs *>. He was the firft emperor, 
as Spartian obrerves who let his beard grow, to cover fome 
fears, which disfigured that part of his face. 

• Having thus premifed a fuccindt account of the virtues 
and vices of Adrian^ we fliall now proceed to the hiftory of 
his itign, according to the order of time. Having caufed 
hinafelf to be decl^d emperor on the eleventh of Augujl of 
the year 1 1 8. he immediately wrote to the fenate, excufing igffg^ 
his having afTumed that title without their confent and autho- to the fe- 
rity y alleging, that he^liad been forced to it by the foldiery. nate. 

He begged they would confirm the title, without conferring 
other honours upon him till h 9 deferved them. In the fame 
letter he folemnly pro/hifed never to put any fenator to death, 
nor to tranfadl any afElfr of confequence without their coun- 
fel and advice *. He doubled the donative given by ether 
emperors to the foldiery, and appointediTtf//^«w, or AttlanuSy 
formerly his guardian, with Similisy captains of the praetorian 
guards (D). Adrian had no fooner taken pofleflion of the 
empire, than he deprived the brave Lujius ^lietusy who had 
ferved with great credit under Trajan^ of the command of 
his countrymen the Moors y fufpeftmg him as if he afpired at 
the empire. • As to the conquelh made his predecefl'or, he Adrian 
refolved to abandon them all ; and accordingly withdrew his ahandjns 
troops from Armenia ^ Mefopotamiay and AJf 'yria ; fo that the 
Euphrates became anew the boundary of tbs Rotnan empire. 

He allowed the Armenians to choofc themfelvcs a king ; and, hy 
as the Parthians were dill'atisfied with Parthamafpatesy whom I^rajan. 


» Spart, p. 12, 13. Dio, p. 792. SPART.ibid. 

* Dio, K Ixix. p, 78S. 


(D) Similis was a man of great 
probity, moderation, and pru- 
dence : and had diitinguiOied him- 
felf in quality of centurion under 
^rajatij who had a particular va- 
lue for him. As it \^s much 
againft his will, that he accepted 
the command conferred upon him 
by Adrian^ he refigned it three 
ycjrs after, withdrew, into the 
country, and there fpent in retire- 
ment the (even remaining years 
of his life. A little before he 


died, hecompoled his own epi- 
taph, importing, that he had 
been feventy fix years upon the 
earth, but lived only feven (6). 
Tatuiftus was a man of a quite 
different charaftcr ; for he ad- 
vifed Adria7i^ upon his acceflion 
to the empire, to put fcveral per- 
fons to death ; and was thought 
to have been the chief author of 
the murders which that prince 
committed about two years after 
(?)• 


(6) ^paru cum rut. S,:h:af. /». 19. D.o, p, 796. (7} Spurt. Dhy 

ilid. - 

Trajan 



, ^ irtf^biiian .|l^ 

Tf if an hzd raifed to the throne> he appointed, him kij^of 
fbine neighbouring nation, and fufFered the Parihians to recal 
Cofrhoes^ vfhom Trajan had driven out two years before y. 
He was likewife determined to abandon Dacia ; but his friend:^ 
prevailed upon him to keep a province, in /which fuch nunv 
bers of Ro 7 nan citizens had fettled. However, he ordered the 
arches of the famous bridge built by Trajqn over the Denuhe 
to be broken down, fearing the barbarian!) might make them** 
felves mafters of it, and invade the territories Adrian^ 
having given the neceflary orders for maintaining the tran- 
quillity of the Eaft, and appointed Cuiilius Severus governor 
of Syria^ left Antioch^ and fet out for Rome^ which he did 
not reach till the next years. ^Epiphanim tells us, that, before 
he left the Eaft, he went into Egypt ;i,and that, palling by 
yerufalem forty- feven years after it bad been taken by Titus% 
on that occafion he rcfolved to rebuild it ; which defign, how- 
ever, he did not put in execution before the latter end of his 
reign h. 

The following year Adrian entered upon his fecond conful- 
Ihip, having been nanied to that dignity by Trajan before he 
died, together with Fufeus Salinator^ who had married the 
daughter of Servianus^ Adrian^ niece c. This yoix Adrian 
at Rome ; returned to Romc^ where he was received by all i^^nks of peo* 
hut refufes pie with extraordinary demonftrations of joy ; but he 
the tri- could by no means be prevailed upon to accept the triumph, 
umph de- ^vhich had been prepared for Trajan^ and was by the feuate 
creed him decreed for him. At his motion, that honour was conferred 
tfy the fe- image of Trajan^ which Adrian himfelf feems to 

, have carried d. Soon after hi|entrance into the city, he re- 
Remar a- (q inhabitants of Kome and all debus, without 

yr reftriftion, due from them to the exchequer, and to particulai* 
his^pme- in the provinces what was owing by them for the laft 

rq/ify fixtcen years, burning in Trajan^ new fquare all the bonds and 
regifters relating to thofe debts, in order to fecure every one 
againft fuch claims. The fum which be forgave on this oc- 
calion amounted to feven millions of our money, and up- 
wards. No wonder, therefore, that fuch generous aflioii 
is fo much extolled by the hiftorians of thofe times, and men- 
tioned in moft of the inferiptions and medals of this and the 

y Spart. p, 10. Dio, 1 . Ixviii. p. 776. * Eutrop. in 

Adrian & Dio, ibid. * Spart. p. 3. EpifHAN. 

menf. c. 14. * Idat. Cassiodor. Onuph. in fall. ^ Spart. 

ibid. 
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¥ /ollowing ycaf (jEj. Jeflcncd the taxes boA «t 

. and in pro'^tnces $ 'arid eafed the cities of the great 

burden, which had been laid upon them by Trajan^ of fup* 
plying fuch as tr^eled for the fervice of the public with 
horfes, chariots, and carriages, which was thenceforth done 
at the charge of the cfnperor 

1*11 E foflowing year Adrian was conAil the third time ; but 
refigned the fafccs aficr four months, and never after refumed 
them. He had for his collegue one Rujlicus^ of whom we , 
find no further mention. This year the 'Sarmatiam^ and the * 
Roxolani^ whofe country bordered on the Palus Maotisy in- 
vaded lllyricum ; which obliged Adrian to leave Romcy and 
haften into Maejia^ where hejelfeated the barbarians upon their 
return from ///yr/ra/w. •• Thofe who efcaped, faved themfclves*' 
by fwimming crofs the TDanubey and fooh after fent embaf- 
fadors to Adrian^ who granted them honourable terms, and 
by that means put a fpeedy end to the w*r. They afterwards 
quarreled with one another, and chofe Adrian for their unA- 
i|>ire, who compefed their differences to the general fatif- 
• fa£^ion of each party. Having thus both terrified the bar- 
barians, and at the fame time gained their affections, he ap- 
pointed Martins Turhoy whom he had recalled from Mauri^ 
iaHioy governs of Pannonia andDi7c/^, ahd led his army into 
lllyricum ; whence he wrote to the fenate, complaining of 
Cornelius Palmoy L. Publius CelfuSy Domitius Nigrtnusy and 
Lufius Rictus y as if they had formed a confpiracy againft 
him. I'hey were all confulars, men of extraordinary parts, 
and had been greatly efteemed and beloved by Trajan j but 
ncverthelefs the fenate, out of complaifance to the emperor. Four ron^ 
ordered them immediately to be put to death, without {ofulanpa 
much as acquainting them, that they had been accufed. As to deaths 
no one believed them guilty of the crime laid to their charge, 
their death drew upon the emperor the public hatred, whothere- 
upon left //^rrVz/r/t, and hafiened back to Romcy where he openly 
declared upon his oath, that they had been executed againfi his wijl> 
and without his knowlcge ; but was not believed, fays Dio 
CaJjUuSy by thofe who knew, that Palma and Cslfus had been 
alw«iys his enemies, and that he was jealous ot Nlgrinus ani 

• Spart. p. 17. 

fF,j 6 ^ one of the medal swhich hand, fetting fire to the bonds, 
has reached our time.*, Adrian is with this legenfl, He enriches tht 
reprerented with a torch in his •t(ds/r«tv 0 r/</( 8 ). 

(S, /. ^.811. 81s, 
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’I'fia th» 

who were ^iqually beloved and efteemed b; the 
man^ people ^ . 

Several ' BESIDES thefc four excellent men, as Dio CaJJius lliles 
Other ber- feveral other perfons of great mcr^t and diftinftioii 

to flf- accufed and condemned, as privy tp the fuppofed confpV 

eufed and » which filled the city with dread ana terror. But Adrian 
Ksndemmd. hinifelfj having got rid of thofe whom l|e chiefly feareef, put 
a flop to the cruel and unjuft proceedings of the fenate by an 
edi£l, forbidding any one to be accufed or tried upon the lavtr 
of majefty. He was defirous of having TatianuSy formerly 
his guaidian, and now captain of the praetorian guards, put 
to death ; for he was a maq of an haughty and imperious 
temper, and aflumcd greater power apd authority, than the 
emperor was willing to grant him ;rtbut neverthelcfs Adrian^ 
not thinking it advifeable to fpill more blood, diftem- 
bled his hatred for , the prefent, and prevailed upon 
to refign his command, by offering him a place in the fenate, 
and the confular ornaments ; which he readily accepted. Mar- 
• tius Turbo y governor of Pannontaznd Dacia y and one of thit 
beft officers of his age, was put in his room, as was Septicius 
Clarus in the room of Similisy who this year refigned of his 
own accord, and wstired from the city 8. Toward the end 
of the year, the emperor went into Campanial where he re- 
lieved with great gcnerofity the poor inhabitants of all the 
cities through which he pafled. 

The next confuls were L. CatUius Severusy whom Adrian 
had appointed governor of Syria three years before, and Titus 
Aurelius FulvuSy who fucceeded Adrian in the empire, and is 
Adrian rr- commonly known by the* name of Antoninus Pius I'his 
ufed to fay, that an emperor ought to imi- 
who illuminates not one place, but all the cor- 
•vitjces of regions of the earth, began his progrefs, with a defign 

tbemdre pcrfon all the provinces of the empire, aod examine 

Year of country fubjeft to Romej that he might not 

the flood obliged to depend intirely upon the accounts tranfmitted to 
2469. bim by his minifters and governors. Thus^he employed almoft 
Of Chr. ^be whole remainder of his reign, that is near feventeen years 
121. (^]* He began his progrefs with Gauly where he viewed all 

Of Rome the 

869. 

Dio, 1. Ixix. p. 788. 8 Idem, p. 795, 796, Spart. 

p. 7. •* Onuph. in fall. p. 220. * 

(F) From feveral andentcoins Eubeea, Macedonia, E^pt, an 4 
we learn, that he vifitcd the fol- the city of Alexandria, Palaftim, 
lowing countries, Gaul, Spain, Arabia, Syria, Cilicia, Pamphy- 
Germany, Mauritania, Africa, Ha, tycia, Cappadt^cia, Phrygia, 
Libya, Sicily, Achaia, or Qrfece, Afia, Bithynia, Thrace, Meefia, 
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the chief cities, and litman forts, and fignalized himfelf by fftgoes /«. 
V^traoi^tnary bounties, reUeyiirg with great generofity the poor to Gsiul, 
inhabitants in all the places through which 'he pafled. PVam andtbenct 
Gaul he went iqto Germany^ where lay the flower of the Rq- Ger- 
man troops i and therefore he fpent fome time there, in order tnany, 
to revive, and eftablifh among them, the antient military dif- 
Cipiine ; for he did not leave Germany till the beginning of the 
following year, when Annius VeruSy grandfather to the enipe« 
tor Marcus AureliuSy and Augur y or, as he is called in the 
Alexandrian chronicle, AugurinuSy were confuls. 

During their cohfulate, Adriariy leaving Germany y re- Croces 
turned to Gauly and from thence pafled over into Britainy ow;* int9 
Where he is faid to have reformed many abufes • The greatefl Britain, 
part of the ifland vfiLSy wlien he arrived in Brhaitty fubjedt 
to Rome ; but the nArchern nations had, upon the departure 
of Agricoloy revolted, and recovered their antient liberty. 

Adrian did not think it advifeable, mor worth his while, to 
hiake war upon them, and reduce them anew ; but, in order 
to fecure the countries beloi^ing to the Romans againft the 
incurfions of the warlike CaledonianSy he caufed a mighty 
wall to be built, extending from the river Eden in Cumberland there. 
to the Tine in Northumberland y eighty miles in length **•. In 
Other courtfries too, where the barbarians were not feparated 
from the Romans by rivers, he ordered walls to be mad^ of 
earth, fays Spartian which were ftrengthened with iharp 
flakes driven deep into the ground. In Britain hr^ difgr.Kvd 
and difeharged hi*’ fecretary Suetonius Tranqu'dlus^ no doi.bt 
the hiftorlan, and Sepftcius Clarusy captain of the pineionan 
guards, for their difrefpcdtfui behaviour towards the emprefs 
Sabina 

Having fettled the afF*iirs of Britainy he returned tioGaul, fj^^refurKi 
and built at Nifmes a magnificent pal.ire in honour of PhtinUy (q Grr.’l* 
Trajan's widow (G). From Gauly Adrian went into Spaiuy and thence 
and pafl'ed the wintei at Tarnuoy now Tarra^jnuj wiicife 

lebuiii 

^ Spart. p. 6. Idem ibid. Usser. Britan ccclef. 

antiq. p. 1024. Dublin. 1635. * Spakt. ibid. . ^ idem 

ibid. 

and Dalmatia [g). No mention (G) No remains of tbi*- (lafel/ 
i|^ade, on any of the medals edifice, or bafiiic, as 
which have reaej^ed us, of Bri^ it, are nqvv to be feen ; but the 
tain, Armenia, or Dacia’, which antiquaries take the magnificen!: 
provinces, it is certain, he vifited, amphitheatre, whicli the inh.ihi"- 
as we fliail^relate hereafter. ants call les Atencs, the pjnt Ju 

( 9 ) Llra^. f. 

'M '2 


card. 
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rebuilt the temple of Jugujlus^ founded by Tiberius^ ai^ held 
a general affembly of the ftates of Spain^ in Order tocbmpofe 
the differences which fubfiiled amongfl: them, about the raffing 
ttxjbert hi of levies to recruit the Roman armies. At farraco he nar- 
is in dan- rowljT efcaped being killed by a Have, who, while the emperor 
gerof being was walking in his mafter^s garden, alfkulted him with a 
ajfdjjin^ drawn fword. Adrian^ clofing with hini, feized hhn, and 
delivered him to the guards, who were haftening to his ai&ft- 
ance : but afterwards, finding the Have was difordered in hia 
feiifes, he committed him to the care of the phyficians, and 
took no farther notice of the attempt (H). 

Returns to From Spain the emperor returned to Rome in the month 
Rome. Qf Aprii^ as appears from an antient infeription, Acilius Aviobi 
and Cornelius Panfa being then confuls ^.but he did not ftay 
Goes to there long : for, either in the end of ‘'this, or the beginning 
Athens, of the following year, when ^tintus Arrius Patinus and 
^ad JrQ?n Caius Ventidius Apronhnus were confuls, he was, accord^ 
whence into Jerom and Enfehius ", at Athens. During h» 

the Eaji, Cephifus happening to break over 

its banks, and lay under water great part of the city of 
Eleufindy he cauf^ a bridge to be built over that river, 
and provided againft its overflowing for the future o. From 
Athens he pafled into the Eafi, where he apprehended a war 
with the Parthians ; but prevented it by a conference, with 
whom, hiftory does not inform us ; but it was, in all likeli- 
Vijiti ie- hood, with Csfrhoes king of the Parthians. The following 
•verat pro- year, Manias Acilius Glahrio and Caius Bellu'iiis T'orquatus 
•Vinces, and being confuls, Adrian returned from the Ball through Afia^ 
pajfes the and vifited Cilicia ^ Lycia^ Pqmphylia, Cappadocia, Bithynia^ 
•winter at and Phrygia ; ordering temples, fqu3res,and other edifices, to 
Athens, ijg at his expence in moft of the chief cities of thofe pro- 
vinces, efpecially in Nicosnedia, Nicaa, and Cyzicus. He 
likewife vifited tlie iilands of the Archipelago, and arrived in 
the beginning of the following year, P. Cornelius Scipio AJia^ 


n Euseb. chron. p. 211. " Hier. inchron. 


gard, and feveial other antient 
buildings, which are illll to be 
feen in chat city, to have been 
raifed by Adrian, or by his fuc- 
cciibr Antoninus (1). 

(H)' Adrian did not vilit the 
city of Italica, whente his famijy 
originallycame ; but diftinguiihed 
it with many privileges (2}. 


(i) Vide Salmaf: in Spart. p. 23, 


Gellitts quotes a difeourfe made 
by the emperor in the fenate in 
favour of Italica, Utica, and 
other free cities, demanding the 
rights and priveleges of 
lonies, though Adrian hiu^lf 
thought the c&ndicion of free ci- 
ties preferable to that of the co- 
lonies (5). 

(z) Idem, p. 6. & Dio, p. 791. 
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iicus and Ftttius Aquilinm being confuls, in Achaia^ and pafTed 
the remaining part of the winter 2X Athens^ where he was ini- 
tiate in the rites of C^wand Pr^r^iw, called the Eleujinian 
following therein the example of Hercules ^ and Phi^ 
lip king of Maceden^ . 

From Athens^ after he had prefided there at the public j 
games, and beftowe innumerable favours upon the Athenians^ and re- 

he failed to Sicily ^ where he was led by his curiofity to vifit the 
top of mount jEtnay in order to view from thence the rifing 
fun, believed to exhil/it there all the colours of the rainbow. 

From Sicily he returned to Rome in the beginning of the fol- 
lowing year, when Annius Vcfusy grandfather to the emperor 
Marcus Aureliusy Wjfi the third time conful, with Z. Varius 
Ambibulus P. The two next years, the eleventh and twelfth 
of Adrian^ reign, are quite barren of events. The confuls 
were Titianus and GallicanuSy Torquqfus AfprenaszTi^ Annius 
Libo q. The following year, P. Juventius Celfus and Ju- 
lius Balbus Marcellus being confuls, the cities of Nicomediay 
CafareUy and Niceeay in Bithyniay were almoft intirely over- Rebuilds 
turned by an earthquake } but rebuilt at the expence of 
emperor, who was thence (tiled the Reftorer of Bithynia, as 
appears frogi fume medals % In the beginning of this year 
Adrian was ftill at Rome } for, on the third of March y he 
propofed fome difRcuUies toiling inheriiances, which were 
rcfolved by a decree of the l»aie, dated the fourteenth olCroJfes 
the fame month *. But, foon arrcr, he fet out again on a new over into 
progrefs, palTing firft into Africa j where, upon his arrival, Africa, 
it rained, after a five years drought ; which, together with 
the many favours he beftowed*upon the inhabitants of that 
province (for he left cvery-where fignal marks of his libera- 
lity and good-rtature), gained him the a(Fc£^ions of all ranks 
of men. From Africa he returned to Romcy and there caufed 
the obfequies of Plotinay to whom he was indebted for the 
empire, to be performed with the utmoft pomp and magnifi- Plotina 
cence. She died either while Adrian was in Apuuy or foon 
after his return from thence. He bewailed her with many " ^^^bed 
tears, appeared for nine days in deep mourning, compofed ^b§ 

verfes in her praifc,*and caufed her to be ranked among thc^® 
gods *. 

The next confuls were Fahius CatuUhius and M, Fla- The temple 
lAns Apery duVing whofe adminiftration a temple was.built at of Venus 
Rmcy in honour of that city, and of the goddefs Venus y which 

f NoRis,epift. conful. p. 78. Dio,l.lxix. p. 797. ^ Idat. 

Onuph. &c. in fall. *■ Euseb. in chron. p. 211. Bi- 

p. 123. • Digell. V. c. 3. 1 . >x. Noris, epift. con- 

fai p 42;. ‘ Dio, p 792. 
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^tax of was called the UispU »f Rome, and the t$mplf ef iU ftrtvat 
the Hood of Rome On account of this temple, yf^/4« changed the 
2479* antjent name of the feall, which was yearly kept on the 
Of Chr. twenty- tirft of Jpril for .the foundation of calling iit 

* 3 *- Romana^ inftcad of PaUUa^, This temple was one of tbq 
Of Rome v^Quifjej-g which the umi^vot Conftantius chiefly admired when 
he came toRme^, It was afterwards confumed by accidental fire, 
and rebuilt by MaxentiuiY ( 1 ). In the beginning of the fummer^ 
returns to out from Rome^ with a dehgn to vifit anew the 

Aiia provinces of the £afi ; and, pafling through Athens^ pur- 
' fued his journey to Afia^ where he confecrated feveral tem- 
ples. In Cappadocia he purcha(pd a great number of flayes 
for the fervile offices of the camp. To G^?hoes he fent back 
his daughter, who had been taken prifonar by Troyan, and pro^ 
mifed to reiloreto him hU golden throne; but never performed 
and there hii promife. He invite^ to a conference all the neighbouring 
confers kings, and many of them complied with the invitation ; to 
nxiitb the wit, MaJafes king of the Ztfz/, Refwagas king of the Abafgti 
taftirn Spadages king of the Sauni or Sauniges^ Sutquimfan king of 
'bhj;:s, 2ydrctt£. The territories of thefc princes lay partly call, 

partly north, of the Euxiue fea. Befides thefc, feveral other 
petty kings came to wait upon Adrian^ and were byjaim enter- 
tained with great pomp and magnificence, and loaded with 
rich prefents upon tiieir departure. The Bafirian princes did 

« Ammian. 1. xvj. Athen. 1. viii. * Ammian. ibid. 
i AtJR. ViCT. p. 526, 

(I) When the fabric was end' * it to tell the emperor from him» 
ed, Adrian fent the plan of it to that the fabric was too low for 
the famous architedl ^pollodorus ; the place in which it Aoed ; and, 
which was tacitly telling him, on the contrary, the flataes of 
that he was not the only great Rome and Venus too tall : “ The 
archiie^ in the world : and this architedi, added he pleafantly, 
was what the emperor meant by has taken care, that the goddefles 
lendingtheplanafter the building lhall not rife, nor walk put." 
was accomplifhed ; for though he Adrian was fo offended at the 
himfelfhad employed him, yet freedom of this anfwer, that, 
he bore him a private grudge, on though he had defired Apollodorus 
account of his having checked to acquaint him with his fenti* 
him with great acrimony, for pre- meiits concerning the buildii^, 
tending, , in time, to give yet he banifhed him, and fo^ 

his opinion concerning certain after, under fomc pretence or 
buildings. Apollodorus^ who was other, caufed him to be put to 
no flatterer, after having viewed death (4). 
theplan,deiired thofe who brought 


f4^ Die, p, 78 


not 
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not CQQiCi btit Tent en^bafladors to conclude an alliance with 
the people 0/ itome^ The kings of Albania and Iberia neither 
fent embaiTadore, nor came in perfon ^ which they lepented, 
when they undcrftood how the others had been received and 
• entertained In Syria he went up to the top of mount Ca~ 
fins in the neighbourhood of Antioch^ to obferve from thence 
th% rifing fun, and to offer a facrihee to ‘Jupiter^ who was 
worfhiped upon that mountain ; but he was there overtaken 
by a violent ftorm of thunder and lightning, which fell both 
upon the prieft, and the vi£lim From Syria he pafTed into He vifitt 
Palajline and Arabia^ and from thence into E^ypt It is falaiftine, 
obferved in the Alexandrian chronicle, that the famous coloffus -Arabia, 
of Rhodes (hook this } car, ^ the fourteenth of Adrian'^ reign, 
for the firft time ? * 

The next year Servius OSfavius Lanas Ponttanus and 
M. 'ntonbms Rujinus were confuls. During their adminift ra- 
tion, Salvius yuhanuSf one of the moft learned civilians of 
his age, compiled, by the emperor's command, the perpetual 
edi£i^ containing all the laws which had been yearly pubJiflied 
by the praetors in their edids. This colled^ion was called the 
ediSium perpetuum^ becaufe it was to continue in force for-ever, 
to be as a body of ftanding laws, to prevent the great confu- 
fion occafioned by the new edi^s, and* to ferve as a guide and 
rule in the adminillration of jufticc throughout the whole 
empire Adrian continued in Egypt all this and the follow- 
ing year, when Augurinus and Sergianus were confuls. At 
Pelufium he Vifitcd the tomb of Po?npry the Great ; and, find- 
ing it almofi intircly demolifhed, he ordered it to be repaired 
at his own expence *, and pei/ormed the ufual ceremonies in 
honour of the deceafed hero. He difliked the fickle, turb(i- He di/bkes 
lent, and fatirical temper of the Egypt ians^ efpecially of the tbe/atb i’ 
Alexandrians (K). Their city had, it Teems, forfeited maaxy cal temper 

of 

* SpART. p. 27. Arrian, in perip. Pont, p, 7. ® Spart. 

p. 7. Dio, p. 792. * Chron. Alexand. p. 598, 

^ VideVoBURQ. hid. Reman. Germanic, tit. i. p. 401. Franco- 
furt. 1645. * P-792- Spart. p. 7. 

(K) In a letter which he wrote their own intereil ; and adds, that 
to Servianus his brothei-in law, they all I'uperftitioufly obferved 

tells him, that che Cbriftians^ the motion and afped of the liars, 
Sarmatians, and Jeijus^ of that and pretended to be Ikuled in di- 
country were Always ready to vination*(5). He fpeaks of a 
' change their religion, becaufe they patriarch, who now-and* then vi • 
all adoreeb one and the fame god, ficed Egypt, meaning, no doubt. 
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of ita antient privileges, probably on account of fome fetfition ; 
Aiexan- for St. Jerom tells us, that it was almoft intirely ruined by the 
^laxjs. Romans f ; but Adrian not only repaired bojh the publit and 
ri^trs private buildings, and reftored to the inhabitants tbcif former 
AUva*? ^ privileges, but heaped: new favours upon them ; for which' 
they returned him folemn thanks, and conferred upon him 
what honours they copld. But this fenfe of gratitude was'not 
in them long-lived ; for he no fooner left their city, than they 
publifhed moft bitter and virulent lampoons againft him, and his 
favourites (L). Adrian from Egypt paffed into Lthya Cyre- 


Alexan- 
dria, and 
refiorts to 
the Alex- 
andrians 
their an- 


tientprivi- natca^ where he killed (for he took great pleafure in hunting) 
ieges. a lion of amonftrous fize- which had committed great ravages 
in that country, and even unpeopled fome parts ol it ®. 

f Hibr. chron. ® Athen? 1 . xv. p. 677. 


the patriarch of the Jijjs (6). 
He concludes with this obferva- 
tion, that at Alexandria no one 
was fuifered to be idle ; infomuch 
that even thofe who were blind 
followed fome profeiTion (7). 

(L) In the palace a& Alexan^ 
dria, which took up the third 
part of the city, one quarter was 
confecrated to the mufes and fci> 
enccs, and thence called the Mu- 
feum. There were lodged and 
entertained, at the expence of the 
public, men of learning, divided' 
into feveral companies or col- 
leges, according to the different 
fciences and fedts which they pro- 
fefTed. They were all under one 
bead, who was named by the 
emperor, and honoured with the 
title of pontif. This invitation 
is generally aferibed to Ptoiemy 
Pbiladelphus king of Egypt^ who 
placed there his famous library. 
The emperor Claudius to the an- 
cient Mufeum added a Aew one, 
with large revenues. In the 
were always pprfons eminent 


in all the branches of literature, 
and it was by the learned deemed 
a great honour to be admitted 
into this focicty, or, as it is fome- 
times exprefTed, to this table. 
This diftinflion^^r/^ff granted to 
Dionyfius the fophiV, whom )ie 
greatly eftcemed, and to 
ptian poet named Pamrates (8). 
Adrian did not fail vifiting this 
place, and converfing with the 
moil eminent men of that learned 
fociety ; he examined them, and 
fufFered himfelf to be by them ex- 
amined, afking them many que- 
llions, and ani wering thofe which 
they propofed to him (9). The 
emperor Caracalla lupprefled 
this fociety in the year 216 (i), 
but it was afterwards re-ellablifh- 
ed, and fubfiiled till the ciyil wars 
in the time of/ Aurelian^ when 
that quarter, ramed Bruchiu^^ 
was utterly demoliihed (2) ; in- 
fomuch that, about the latter 
end of the fourth century^ it was 
quite deferted, and at fome^^i- 
Vance from the city (3). 


(6) Vide Pear/, de Ignat, e. 7, Vipijc, viV. Sat, (7) Vepiji, ihid, 

(8) Straho, /. xvii, p. 793, 794. Amman, /. xxii. Dte, I, ixxvii. p, 87?. 
ArLen, /. vj, 0 xxvi. (9) Spart p, 10. (i) Dio, ikid, 873, 

^2} j^mmian, /. (3) VtdeCeJaub, in Span, p, 36. 


What 
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What mofi of adl rendered journey into Egypt 71$ j^th 

remarkable^ .was, the death of Antinous^ a beautiful youth, ef Atiti- 
greatly beloved by a prince addi£ted to die moft unnatural nous^yk/k- 
pleafures. He fell accidentally into the M/r, as he was failing/e/^^ 

• on that river with the emperor, and wa3 drowned (M). The 
emperor bewailed him, fays Spartian with all the tender- 
nets and wcaknefs of a woman lamenting the death of her 
hufband. To allay in fome meafure his grief, he defired the 
Greeks to rank him ainongft the gods ; which they did accord- 
ingly ; fo that in a fliort time all the eaftern provinces were amng 
filled with ftatues, temples, and chapels, confecrated to this 
new divinity (N). Adrian caufed his body to be buried with 
the utmoft magnificence, « bliilt a city in that place, and 
changed his tomb info a temple, where he was faid to work 
miracles ^ ; which we find expofed and ridiculed by the pagans 
themfclves. 

* Spart. p. 7. * Origen. in Celf. 1 . hi. p. 132. 


(“M) This is the account which 
Adrian himfelf gave of his death. 
But Dio Caffius affures us, that 
the emperos, who had applied 
himfelf to the ftudy of magic, 
being, by the falfe and execrable 
principles of that art, milled into 
a belief, that he fhould prolong 
his life by facrificing an human 
vi£tim to the infernal gods, was 
obliged to accept of the tender 
which Antinotts made him of his 
life, all the reft preferring their 
own fafety to the emperor’s. 
Adi iav would by choice have ra- 
ther facrificed his dearell friends, 
than his beloved catamite; but, 
as no conftraint was to be ufed, 
iind none of them cared to pro- 
long the emperor’s lif^at the ex- 
pence of their own, the offer of 
Antinous was accepted, and he 
facriheed (4\ 

if N) At Mantinia in Auadia 
a^magnificent temple was crefted 
to him by Adridh, folemn fports 
inftituted, and priefts tippointed 


to offer viflims in honour of the 
deified pathic (5). It was even 
pretended, that he uttered ora- 
cles ; blit his anfwcrs were com- 
monly thought to have been com- 
pofed by Adrian (6). The aftro- 
logers, having difeovered, or pre- ^ 
tending to difeover, a new liar, 
^gavc our, that it was Antinous 
(7). The deifying of Antinous^ 
*and the facrilegious worftiip paid 
him, was made ufe of by the Cbrl- 
ftian writers as an argument to 
impugn the divinity of the other 
gods, who were more antient, 
but had no better claim to their 
godhead, than, the infamous^^//- 
mus^ and to expofe the pagan re- 
ligion. This argument we find 
wonderfully handled by JuJiin 
the Martyr, who was converted 
tbout this time to the Chriftian 
religion, and likewife by Hege^ 
fippus^A henagoras, Tatian^Theo- 
phtlus of Antioch, Tertullinn, C!r» 
ment of Alexandiia, and Or/- 
gen. 


f4) Dh. /. Ixix. p -93. (5) Dio. ibid. SparK p. 8. Span. 1. vii, 

637. t Spart, f. 7. Dio, tbiJy {)) Dio, tbi.i, 
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Ad4n The following year, when Hiherus and Si/enoA^woTc ton- 
tms t§ fuls, Adrian left Egypt ^ and returned to Syria ^ where he pafled 

. this and the next year, and honoured Strvianus his brother- 

ih*law with a third confuKhip, and gave him C. Vihiui'Ju'^ 
Vititius Varus for his collegue. While Servianus was conful^ 
the emperor wrote a letter to him, giving him an account of 
the ftate of Egypt ^ and of Alexandria its metropolis A{ the 
fame time he lent fome prefents, both to him, and his wife 
Paulina the emperor’s iifter, who died loon after. As Adrian 
conferred no eictraord inary honours upon her after her death, 
the Roman fenate and people were the more difpleafed with 
Vifits thofe he had beftowed upon Antinous *, Early in the fpring 

Thrace he left Syria ^ in order to returA v> Italy ; but made a longftay 

Md Macc- at Athens^ after having vifitcd Thrace afid Macedon, During 
don, and Athens^ the Jews revolted*, provoked chiefly, fays 

at Adrian' & a Roman colony to Jeruja’- 

^ lem \ at his calling tftat city, after the name of his family, 
Mlia Capitolina ; and his erefting a temple to Jupiter Capita- 
Itnusm the place where the antient temple flood. Spartian 
tells us, that Adrian publifhed an edi£l:, forbidding them to be 
circumcifed \ which prompted them to take up arms, and 
attempt the recovery^ of their antient liberty. Bq that as it 
will, Adrian had no fooncr left Syria^ than thej openly re- 
volted. But of that revolt, and the fatal confcquences that 
attended it, we (hall fpeak at large in a more proper place, 
Dio Cassius, after having deferibed the war which Adrian 
The Alani waged with the Jcxvs^ fpeaks of another, which broke out 
invade the about the fame time, with the Alani or Majageta^ a people of 
pravvices Sarmatia^ who, under the cAndudl of Pharafmanes their king, 
af tJjeem- committed dreadful ravages in Media y- entered Armenia y and 
fv e. penetrated into Cappfdocia ; but foon withdraw from thence, 
not caring to encounter Flavius Arrianus governor of that 
province, who was preparing to meet them The inftrudilions 
given by Arrian, concerning the march of the Roman army 
againft the Alani, and the order to be obferved in the battle, 
which, it was thought, would enfue, have reached our times 
The Roman army tonfifted, as appears from thefe inftru£lions, 
of troops fiom vdrious nations, commanded by one Xenophon, 
who no doubt lerved under Arrian governor of the province, ‘ 
fince Arrian diretls him how he is to condu£l himfclf both in 
the match and battle (O). ^ 

ADRlklf 

Vopisc vit. &t. P..245. ^ Dio^ in excerpt. Vai.. 

p. 714. Idem, 1. Ixix. p. 793. n Idem ibid. p. 794. 

• Arrian, mandat, in Alan. L pfali«, ann. 1664. 

(O) We have a defeription of bly the governor oi Cappadocia, 
the fea by -:f//7i*»,proba- addreffed by way of letter toj 

Adrian* 
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fb( Rw)M Hilary', 

Adrian iii the mt^an time continued at Athens^ being 
mightily tajfcrf the cuftoms and learning of the 4the~ 
mans, flc was there admitted to the great myftcries of £/<•«- 
, different frpfh tbofe in which he had been initiated fome 
years before 9 and celebrated, according to Eujcbius p, the fe- 
coni year of each Olympiad^ that is, every fourth year. He 
therefore had not left Athens in the beginning of the nineteenth 
year of (lis reign, which was the one hundredth and thirty- fifth 
of the Chriftian sera, and the fecond of the two hundredth and 
twenty- eighth Olympiad^ As he bad been created archon of Adrian!/ 
Athens before he was emperor, he aflutned the habit peculiar 
to that dignity, and, with the other magiftrates, celebrated the 
great fcftival of Baccbpis^ diftributing on that occafion large ' “ 
fums, and an immenfc^quantity of corn, among the popu- 

p Euseb. chron. p. 214. 


Adrian. The author begins his coafts he failed, the Sanni, called 
relation with his arrival at Tre- by Xenophon the DrilH^ were the 
hixond, where, by the emperor’s moft fierce and warlike. They 
command, a temple was then had then no king ; and, as they 
building in honour of Mercu- had formerly paid tribute to the 
ry. He cmjjiarkcd at Trebi- Romans^ Arrian^ in his letter to 
izendy in order to view the eafl- the emperor, offers either to rc- 
ern coaft of the Buxine fea ; duce them anew, or to extirpate 
which he did accordingly, vifit- the whole nation (9). We are 
ing every- where the Roman ga- fnre he did not extirpate them ; 
rifons ; obliging the foldiers to for we find them mentioned many 
perform their military exercifes ages after ; neither are we told, 
before him ; paying them their that he reduced them. To the 
arrears, ^c. and acquainting the account of his voyage along the 
mperor with the Hate of each ga- coails of ^ Euxirte fea, he adds 
rifon (8). He failed by the a defcnptiRi of thccoails of 
mouth of the Fhajis^ the waters from Bysuintium to 7rehixond^ 
of which river he obferved fwim- and another of the country, from 
ming a long time, on account of Sebajlopolis to the Bofporus dm- 
their lighenefs, upon thofe of the rnerius^ and from thence to By- 
fea. At the mouth of the Fbafis %antium, that the emperor might 
flood a caille garifoned by four take what meafures he thought 
hundred Roman foldiers, and a proper, in cafe he defigned to con- 
town inhabited by fome veterans cern himfelf with the ailairs of 
and feafaring men ; which, for Bofporusy the king of that coun- 
thc greater fecurity of the place, try, by name Cotyt, being ji\jl then 
he^engthened with a new ditch, dead. From this relation it ap' 
He ended his voyn^gn 2 X Sebafto- pears, that%t this time a port 
polisy the moft diftant city gari- Was forming, by the emperor’s 
foned by ibtjtomans. Of all the order, at 7rebi%ond , i ). 
barbarous nations, along whofc 

(8) Arrian, perip, Pont. Euxin, p. i, 2, 3. (9} IJin:, />.'4 7. 

(I) Idevif p- 7 10. 

late. 
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His (P). He embclli(hed the city of Jilent w{A in^aiF » 

ingstbm. ftately buildings, cfpecuHy with a library of matydom Arti- 
^lire. Thefe edifices had been by his orders begun before \ 
but were finifhed this year, and confecrated by the emperor* 
bimfelf He likewife finifhed the mdgnificent temple of 
Jupiter Olympiiis^^ begun, according to Philojiratus^^ five 
hundred ami fixty years before. In this temple he dedicated 
an altar to himfelf, and fuifered the Greeks, to build and confe- 
crate a temple to him, which they called Panillenhny^^ infti- 
tutlng on this occafion annual fports. In ihort, he embellifhed 
Jthens with To many noble buildings, that he was looked upon 
as the fecond founder of that olty ; whence one quarter of it 
was from him called AdrianopoUs. Mal*y monuments of his 
gcnerofity towards the Athenians are ttill to be feen ^ ( Q_). 
The Athenians employed part of the money with which he 
prefented them, in buiWing a city in the ifland of Delos ^ which 
they called Adrian*! new Athens and Olympia \ The Athe^ 

* nians of Delos are mentioned in an infeription ftill to be feen 
at Venice ^ ; but now remain only fome ruins of this‘city, as 
well as of the many magnificent buildings, which by the fuper- 
ftiiious pagans were creSed in that ifland 
Adrian This year, the nhietecnth of reign, tand the one 

returns at hundredth and thirty- fifth of the Chriftian aira, the emperor 
length to jgfj Athens^ and returned at length to Rornty Lupercus Port- 
Rome i iianus and Rufus Atilianus being confuls* (R). He had not 

been 


^ Dio, p. 79S- Spart. p.^. *■ Hier. chron. Whe- 

iSr’s travels, p. 437. Spart. p. 7. » Dio, ibid. * Phi- 

lost. fop. XXV. ® Spart^ cum not. Cafaub. p, 26, Vide 
Wheler, p. 421—^4^71. ^ Euseb. chron. p. 215. 

y Grut. p. 405. * Wheler, p. 93, &c. * Noris. 

epift. conf. 


(P) Dio Cajpus tells us, that 
he fubjcfled to Athens the whole 
ifland of Cephalenia (2); but, in 
an infeription addrefledto Adrian 
Olympicus, as he is there called, 
the city of Pale in that ifland 
fliles herfelf autonomosf that ir, 
free, and governed by her own 
laws (3^ • 

(QJ) From a decree of this 
prince concerning the faleofoil, 

(z) Dio, p. TVS* (3) Rein> 
p. 470, 


produced by W^heler^ it appears, 
that at this time all controverlies 
were determined at Athens by the 
fenate aisd people aflcmbled by 
the inagidratcs with an appeal 
to the proconful, or to the 
peror (4). 

(R) Dro Cajptts tells us, 
in tile (hews y^hich he exhibited 
foon after his arrival, the people 
printing him to declare free one 

irji’-'pr, p. 335^ ( 4 ) ruJ; WhiUr,^ 


q( 
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bceti iMg in Rmtf wjben cmbafladors arrived from Velogefesy Year of 
probably king of Armeniu^ whl^ complaints againft Pharafmanes the ildcKi 
king bt Ibtria^ and from tbe lazyges^ a people of Sarmatia^ 2483 -. 
who were defirous to hate their ancient treaties with the peo* ^ Chrtll 
pie of Rom confirmed by the emperor. Adrian receitred them * 35- 
in a very obliging manner, condudled them to the fenatc, and Rome 
them read to them an anfwer, which, at the requeft of the 
fenate, he had compofed beforehand. Pharafmanes came to 
Roms in perfon, with his wife and his fon, to anfwer the com- 
plaints of Vologefes^ bringing with him rich prefents for Adrian^ Pharaf- 
who repaid them with others far more valuable ; and, befides, manes/iiaw 
prefented him with fifty elephants, and five hundred chofen ^Iberia, 
men, to ferve him as a guard ^ enlarged his dominions ; fuf- 
fered him to facrifice^in thedbpitol; caufed an equefirian fiatue 
to be credled to him ; and aflifted in perfon at a military exer- 
cife performed by him, his Ton, and the chief men of his 
court (S). • 

After Adrian had traveled, we may f#y, all over the HefalU 
known world, he fell into a lingering difeafe, attended with a « //«- 
frequent bleeding at the nofc, which the phyficians of thofe 
days aferibed to his going conlhntly with his head uncovered in^^" 
the greateft colds, heats, fhowers, The lofs of blood, as he 
was advanced in years, was followed by a flropfv, from which as 
he entertained no hopes of ever recovering, he began to think of Begins t 9 
a fuccelTorj when feveral perfonsof great merit occurred to him 5 think nf a, 
Xizmelyi Serviams^ who had married h is filler, and wa^ now 
in the ninetieth year of his age ; Fu/cus the grand fon of Ser- 
vianns^ and , his own great-nephew ; Pletirrius Nepos^ his an- 
cient and intimate friend ; iivAfTerentius Gentianus^ a man 
greatly beloved and efteeniid by theienarc. Thsfe he judged, 
among the great men of Rome^ the molt capable of the fu- 


»» Dio, 

of the charioteers of the circus, 
who belonged to a private perfon, 
he returned the following anfwer ; 
It does not become the Roman 
people to beg of thiir empe- 
ror the liberty of one who docs 
^ot belong to him, nor the 
wperor to oblige the perfon 
•♦•to whom he belongs to grant 
him it ( 5 ).*’ • 

(S) Nevcrthelcfs, by a ftrangc 
whim, as may call it, after fo 

i 0 Bit f. 795, 
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many prefents, and fuch extraor- 
dinary honours he introduced 
into the amphitheatre three hun- 
dred criminals to be devoured by 
the wild beafts, or to tight as gla- 
diators, in the embroidered tu- 
nics with which Pharafmanes 
had prefented him, as if they had 
been fit only for fuch ules ( 6 ?. 
Blit this, nef doubt, happened after 
the departure of the Iherian 
pnnee. 

(6' 5/jrr. p. 9, 

premc 
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He adepts preme povtrer ; but nevertheleHi nttgle£ting them, nay, ctm^ 
Commo- cciving an irreconcileable hatred to them, £o» no other realbti 
dusVerus. but becaufe they , were equal to the empire, contrary to the 
expedacion of all,' and the advice of his. friends, he made 
choice of Z. Aurelius Annius Ceionim Commidus Virus \ for hi 
is called by a }1 thcfe names, and ^it/r/Wadded thofe of Mliut 
His eha- and Cafar. He was fprung from an illuftiious famil]^ of 
faSer. which we fliall have occafion to fpeak hereafter ; was endowed 
with many good qualities ; had the port and air of a prince ; 
was well verfed in moft branches of learning, e/peciatly poetry } 
and thought rather not unfit for the empire, than equal to it. 
He was of a very weak and infirm conftitution, and at the fami 
time intirely addidled to lewdnefs and debauchery ; nay, it 
was commonly thought, that his* beauty^ chiefly recommended 
him to Adrian^ who is fkid to have adopted him, upon condi- 
tion that he (hould confent to his fatisfying the pallion which 
he had conceived for J^im : but what pafTed between them on 
this occafion was never well known, fays Spartian c, both 
Adrian and Verus having bound them (elves by a folemn oath 
to keep it fecret. The adoption of Verus occaiioned great 
rejoicings in Rome, Adrian gave a largefs to the people, dif- 
tributed three thoufand fefterces amongft the foldiery, exhi- 
Adrlan re - bited games in the circus, combats pf gladiators, iAc. But, 
penis his as the new Cafar*s weaknefs daily increafed, and he be- 
choice. gan to vomit blood, Adrian foon repented his choice, telling 

the captain of his guards. That he had placed his hopes and 
fupport on a falling wall ; that he had loft the four thoufand 
feftcrces, which he had diftributed amongft the people and fol- 
diery I and had adopted not ^ fon, but a god, alluding to the 
cuftom which obtained among the Romans^ of deifying their 
emperors and Cafar s, Thefe words, being told by the captain of 
the guards to others, came at length to the ears of Verus^ and fo 
fenfibly afFeded him, that they are thought to have greatly 
contributed to his death, which happened in the beginning of 
the following year. The captain of the guards was imme- 
diately difeharged, and banifhed the court. 

Verus is Verus, a few days after his adoption, vjvA created praetor, 
fent into and fent to govern the province of Patpionia \ in which em- 
Pannonia, ployment he acquitted himfelf with reputation, and fhewed 
himfelf well qualified for the command of an army. In an 
infeription of the following year, the twenty-firft of AdriarC^ 
reigns he is ftiled imperator ^ 5 whence wc may concludei if 
there is not fometmiflake in the infeription, as father^P^^i* 

« Sfart. in .£ 1 . Ver. p. 14. ^ Gruter. p. ^3. * Faox, 

P- *37- 
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pret^ds, that he waged War iii thofe parta '} pt Which, how- 
cvtfr, no ntion fe made by hiflorian^. ' 

Tufi following yoar Adrian raifed fo the confullhip his 
adopted fort Versus y and gave him for his cdllegue Sex. Vetulefius 
Civica Pompeianui^ whofe fifter Verus had married . This . 
year Adrian retiree! to now Tivoh^ where he employed 

ms time in building a magnificent villa 6, the {lately ruins of 
which arc ft ill to be feen in the poffcflxon of the Reman JcAiits ^ 
at a fmall diffance from Tivoli. Aurelius ViSlor tells us, that 
in this retreat he gave himfelf up, as Tiberius had done 
formerly at Cnprea^ to all manner of lewdnefs ; bat he was 
foon feized with a Woody flux, which reduced him to a mi- 
ferable condition. In th^t •ftate, abandoning himfelf to his 
natural cruelty, w'ftich, till then, he had reitrained, he or- 
dered many illufiiious perfons, under various pretences, to be 
arraigned and executed, and others to be privately murdered, 

Among the former were Servianus^ his brother-in-law, 
his grea t- nephew /V/y 27 /x, who, he pretended, had formed ^pgr/hnstv 
defign of feizing the empire. Fufeus was but eighteen, ^^^he put te 
Servianus ninety (T). To palliate his cruelty, to which he 
had, fays Spartianj a great byas, he ufed to lament the un- 
fortunate condition of princes, whofc lives, he faid, w'ere 
never thofight to have been in danger till they W'cre killed li. 

I'he following year JElius Verus Ceefar was conful the fecond 
time, with P. 'Ccelius Bulbmus Fibullius PiuSy who had been 
raifed by Adrian to the rank of a patrician, and was one of 
the anctftors of Coplius Balbinus^ W’hom we (bail fee picfcrrt\l 
to the empire in the year 237. that is, an hundred ye:;rs al- 
ter This year the ^Jtwijh war being ended, 'Jidrui Seyeti'>^ 
who had utterly reduced that rebellious n iiioii, w’.is appointed 
governor of Biihyniny where he behaved wuth I'm h luih’ce aiM 
moderation, halving n(;thing in view but the welfaie ..nJ hap- 
pinefs of the people comnutted to his ch.irge, that his iiainc 
was famous in that province an hunebed yc.;is atrer :md up- 
wards 


^Nort«, cpifl. conf. p. g8. c Spa^^.t, p. 13. Idein ib t*. 

^ OxuPH. Idai.I'c. Cjruteh p. 393. *' pio,p. 793, 

(T) Wc are told, that the reducing him to fuch a fl.uc, 
^^tter, before he was executed, that he (hould wifli for dea:h, 
• called the gods to wirnefs bis ard not h^ive it in hip power to 
innocence, and begged of them die i wfcich ]i:.ppe!.td accoren g 
that they would puiiilh the cruel- ly •;7;. 
t/ and ijujuffice of ^'Idtuiny by 

i'.;. p -n . S'/tf-r, I J’. 
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Thb next confels were iSamirinus end N^gir I In tM 
beginning of this year Firus^ who had fpent'part of the pnn 
ceding year in PanMnia^ being returned to Rom^ and find« 
H ing himfelf greatly indifpofed, took a medicine, which proving 
Verus firong for him, he fell into a ileq>, and died the very day 

and which he was to return thanks to the ehiperor for the ho- 
u ranked nour he had done him. The fpeech which he had prepaitd 
among the for this purpofe, is commended by Spartian^ in whofe tinnie 
gods, it was ftill extant Dio CaJJius tells us, that he was car* 
Year of ried off by a violent voiding ot blood His funeral was ptr- 
die flood formed with the utmoft pomp and grandeur, and his afhes 
2486. depoiited in the fiately maufoJeum, which Adrian had begun 
Of Chr. fQ|. himfelf. The emperor caufed him to be ranked among 
^ 3 ^* the gods, and, in feveral cities, ordered ^mples to be built, 
^886°^^ and ftatues ere£led to him ® (U). 

880. Verus being dead, Adrian was fome time in fufpen/e 
whom he (hould choofe ‘n his room? ; but, at length, feeing 
himfelf defpifed, favs Aurelius FiSior <1, on account of the 
weaknefb both of his body and mind, he declared his intention 
>\drian adopting Titus Antoninus^ upon condition, that he fhould 
adspts sdopt M, Annius Verus^ called afterwards M, Aurelius^ and 
Titua An- Ferusy the fon of the deceafed prince of that name. An* 
toninas. tonlnusy having taken fome time to deliberate, w«icther he 
fhould accept of the adoption upon the terms propofed by the 
emperor, in the end coiifentcd to it; and was accordingly 
adopted, with the ufual ceremonies, on the twenty- fifth of 


^ Idat. Prosper, &c. ^ Spart. p. i i, ** Dio, p. 796. 

Spart. in Yero, v Idciji ibid. p. 16. Adrian. 
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• 

(U) He was, as we have hint- 
ed above, extremely addi^ed 
to luxury and voluptuoufnefs, 
and palled xnoft of his time in 
the company of lewd women; 
which his wife refenting, he ufed 
to tell her, that w/e was a name 
of honour, not of pleafure. He 
had always in his hands, and even 
in bed with him, books 

of love, together with Martial 
the epigrammift, whom he ufed 
to call his VirgiL Whei he tra- 
veled, he was attended by a great 
many domeftics, who ran by his 
chariot, with wings to their 
cloatbs, attired like fo many 


Cupids, and called by the names 
of the winds, Boreasy Notut, 
Aqudo, Ctreius, Src. He had 
married the daughter of Rigti* 
nus, whom Adrian put to death 
in the beginning of his reign, as 
we have related a^ove ; and had 
by her a fon named L k^eru^, 
whom we lhall foon fee raifed to 
the throne with Marcus Aurelius, 
and feveral daughters, of whora 
one was by Adrian betrothed to 
Mat cus Aw thus, who nevertbe- 
Jefs did not marry her. This 
daughter is thought to be that 
Fabia, who is but too famous m 
hillory. 

Feh uaiy 
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tntKHpiSl ^ Mi^r were diffJIhiliBd 

wWthis simlm I vOT fio one more thtfli Catilius S£vfruss 
gOrapor of JUmf who afpired at thO empire himfelf, and 
privately Iq pave MtxiMf a#ay to it ; but^ being dif- 
coveredi he was dcphved of his place» which was an cmploy- 
meffit for life. The empreft Sahna died, it feems, after the Sabina 
adoptKin of Jntamnus ; for, m an antient infcription, he ftiles Aagulla ^ 
her hi 8 mother *. She is thought either to have been pot- ifus^ 
foned by A4rtun^^ or fo ill ufcd, that (he chafe to lay violent 
hands on herfelf u. Adrian caufed her to be ranked among 
the gods not caring whether (he was in the fupernal or in* 
fernal regions, provided he was no longer troubled with her 
bad humour, or plea(ad his dwn. 

Adrian bore his diKemper a long time with firmnefs and 
patience ; but, befiig, w the end, tormented with violent 
pains in each joint of his body, he had recourfe to magic, 
fays Diff CaJJius ^ , and, by that means, once difcbarged his 
body of the watry humour with which ic was filled. But the 
humour being fcon recruited, and Jus pains increafing daily, 
he became in a manner furious, put feveial fenators to death, Adrian*/ 
and ordeied AnUmnus to take care, that fome others, whom 2/npaUenc$ 
he named, avrere executed But thit ^ood-natured prince tn his 
warned them of their dangei, and advifed them to keep them* 
fclves conceakd , which they accordingly did, and were faved r. 

In the mean time, the emperor, deiirous to end his infufter- 
abte pains with his life, often called fc r a dagger, and for poi* 
fon, promifing impunity, and a great reward, to fuch as 
Ihould bring him either. But n^ one could, by any promifcs, 
be prevailed upon to contribute to his death. Having one Attempts 
day by chance found a dagger, he would have dabbed himfelf to lay v//- 
with it, had it not, by one of his domeftics, been wrefted lent hands 
out of his hand. He then commandid hi:> chief phyfician to bimfstf. 
give him poifon ; but he chofe rather to kill hinifeif in his 
prefence, than obey his command He often conjuied his 
mod faithful freedmen to difpatch him, and condr lined an 


la^ygian^ by htxm Majioi ^ to pionide it , but M ft or fled, 
and never appeared qll the cmiCror was dead Another, 
whom he had obliged to make the fame p^'ornife, hadened to 
Antoninus^ and acquainted him with it, wl o theicu,)on flew 
to the emperor’s room, attended b\ the ciptains of the guards, 
liefought him to bear his illncis, iirce it was unavoidable. 


^ Julius Capitol m vit Antonin p i8 * Onupii. 

p. 223. * Spart p 11 « Vicr rpitome. ' Bi- 
rag, p 185 * * Dio, p, 797 y Aur Yict, inAdr. 

p, 12 Antonin vit p 17* ^ Spart p iz. 
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'with more pidence and coni^ancy ; which fo prov^ed huitf 
that he commanded the perfon, who had difcove^ bis defign^ 
to be put to death : but Anttminus Caved him, and thenceforth 
narrowly watched the emperor night and day, faying, he 
fhoutd think himfelf a pirricide, if he negle&ed to preferv» 
his life as long as he could » (W), • 

Adrian From Rome^ Adrian removed to Bata in Campania ; *and 
r moves to there, negle&ing the advice of his phyCicians, and often fay- 
ing, that a multitude of phyficians ferves only to diCpatch a 
patient the fooner, he lived without any rule, chofe what 
Bis death, food and drink he liked beft, and, by that means, haftened his 
Year of death. He was convinced of the immortality of the foul, 
and feemed apprehenCive of its future ftatc, as appears from 
the celebrated verfes (X), which he cofnpofed and uttered a 

^ little 

» Spart. p. 12. 


the flood 
2487. 

Of Chr. 

139. 

Of Rome 

887. (W) writes Qhat two 

blind perfons were reflored to 
their fight by while in 

this condition ; but, at the fame 
time, owns, }^2xMariusMaximus, 
who flourifhed before him, looked 
upon the whole as a fldion and 
contrivance of Antoninus^ taper- 
fuade Adrian^ tliat he would re- 
cover, and, by that means, divert 
him from laying violent hands 
on himfelf. One of thefe blind 
perfons was a woman, who, as 
fhe gave out, had been admO- 
nilhed in a dream to {Qx\iviAdrian 
to kill himfelf, becaufe he would 
one day recover ; which Ihe neg- 
lefling to do, had been firuck 
blind, and ordered to return 
upon the fame errand, having 
been flrft afiured, that when (he 


had done it, and kifTed Adrian^ 
feet, ihe fliould receive her fight 
again. The woman complied 
with the heavenly admonition, 
and was accordingly cured, after 
having waflied her eyes in the 
water of the tempje of the place 
from whence fhe came. The 
other was a blind man, who* 
coming out of Fannonia^ touched 
Adrian, and that inflant received 
his fight. The emperor was then 
in a violent fever, which is faid 
to have immediately abated (8). 
pC) The verfes were ; 

Animula vagula, hlanduht^ 
Hofpes, comefque corporis^ 
nunc abibis in loca, 
Fallidula, rigida, nudula f 
Necy ut folesy dabis jocos* 


Thus happily imitated by Mr. Priod. 

Poor, little, pretty, flutt’ring thing, 

Mufl we no longer live together ? 

And dolt thou prune thy trembling wing. 

To take thy flight thou know'ft not whither ! ^ 
Thy hum'rous vein, thy pleafing folly. 

Lies alt neglected, all forgot j * 

And, penfive, wav’ring, melancholy. 

Thou dread'it and hop'if thou know'ft noT. what. 


( 8 ) S^art. 12 , 


Spartian 
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littte before hp expired, inqirJring of his fou!, whither if de- 
finned to He died at Bata on the tenth of Julj^ after 
having lived fixty-t^o years, five months, and fevcntccn days, 
and reigned twenty years, and ‘ eleven months, wanting one 
' day Jntminus^^ whom he had left at Rome, and fent for 
when he found himfelf at the point of death, arrived, ac- 
cording to Spartian S juft before, according to others, foon 
dfter, he expired. His body was burnt at PuteoU, and his 
aflies conveyed by Antoninus to Rome, where they were ex- 
pofed in the gardens of Domitian, and afterwards depofited 
in the magnificent maufoleum, which Adrian had built for 
himfelf near the Tiber, that of Auguftus being quite full 
Adrian had, by the cr^^ties committed in the beginning 
and the end of his eftign, provoked the public hatred to fijch 
a degree, that the fenite were for annulling all his a6ts, and ^be ftnaee 
calling feveral perfons to an account, who had raifed them- 
fcives by abufing the intereft they had ivith him. They there- 
fore at firft unanimouHy oppofed Antoninus demanding for • 

him the fame honours which had been decreed to other em- 
perors *■. But Antoninus remonllraiing, with great modefty, 
that they could not condemn the memory of Adrian without 
annulling his own adoption, and degrading him from the em- 
pire ; the r€fpc<fl and veneration they all had for that prince, 
who added tears to his inrreaties, inclined them at laft to com- 
ply with his demands, efpccially when they faw a great num- 
ber of perfons appear, who were thought to have been mur- 
dered by Adrian, but had been faved, and carefully concealed, 
hy Antoninus ^ The fenate dreaded likewife the foldicfy, 
who were greatly attached to Adrian And thus a prince, hut deify 
abhorred by all as a cruel and bloody tyrant, was ranked bim at the 
among the gods, and divine worflup decreed him. Antminus requtft of 
built a temple at Puttoli, and inftituted annual fports to his Antoni- 
honour, with priefts, fratanities, victims, But what““*-- 

gave Antoninus a far better claim to the title of pious, was 
his interceding with the fenate in behalf of thofe who had 
% been baniftied by Adrian, and whom that prince, faid he, 
would have recalled, had he lived longer 

No prince, perhap**^ ever raifed fo many public and private AdrianV 
edifices as Adrian \ for he built in moft cities of any note, public 

ks^ 

b gpART. p. 12. Dio,p. 797. Rutrop. * SpART. ibid. 

« * JuL . Capit. in Anton. Dio, ibid. * Rutrop. Antonin, 
pit. p. 18. ‘ ^cAur. Vic. in Heliog p. 103. s Dio, 

p, 799. ** Spart. p. 17. * Anton, in vit. p. 19. 

Spartinn fcenlfs to defpife them : as little of poetry, as he did of 
which ftiews^ chat he undcrllood hiilory. 

N 2 efpccially 
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efpecially at Athm ; and Grace^ as appears from Paufamas^ 
was full of his edifices, bridges, and aqueduds ( Y). At Rmi 
he rebuilt the Pautheen^ the temple of Neptune^ the fquare 
of AuguJhtSy the baths of Agrippa^ and an infinite number of 
other public edifices, confecrating them anew, but leaving *- 
them the names of their firft founders His houfe at T/wfi 
«/ Tivoli, extraordinary firu£lure, and adorned with fine pahit^ 

ines, reprefenting, in one apartment, the infernal regions. 
This palace he filled his Lycaum^ Academia^ Prytanaum^ 
Canopus^ Peecile^ and Tempe^ names of the mofi celebrated 
places abroad, and gave to the feveral apartments of it the 
His hridgt different provinces K He built a new bridge 

cn tbi Ti- over the Tiber ^ now known by the name of Ponte Sant Angelo^ 
ber, and stnd near it his own maufoleum which^^ from the defcription 

maufi^ Procopius gives us of it appears to iiave been rather a caftle 

ienm, than a tomb. In the time of the emperor JuJiinian it was 

made ufe of as a cafihj, and is at prefent the chief, we may 
fay, the onlv fortrefs of Rome^ called by the prefent Romans 
Many cu Cajiel Sant Angelo ( Z). Many cities, either built, repaired, or 
tiss called peopled by Adrian with colonies, bore, for fome time, bis 
by bis name, or that of his family, which was Ailia ; to wit, Car^ 

name^ thage^ Jerufalem^ two cities in Spain 5 Murfa^ now EJJek^ 

in Pannonia ; Strafknice in Macedon ; PalmyrL in Syria ; 
Neocafaraa in Pontus j Adriampolis in Thrace ^ which fiill 
retains it ; Adriane^ or AdrianopoUs^ in Libya Cyrenaica ; 
Antinopolis in Egypt ^ called alfo Adrianopolis ; Adrianothera 
in Myftay which fitll retained that name in the fifth century ; 
and Adrians, in the fame province, the birth-place of Ari^ 
Jiides the fophifi, which, however, fome writers will have to 
be the fame city with Adrianothera o. 

His miVf The regulations which Adrian efiablifhed for the preferva* 
tary injli- tion of difciplinc among the .troops, were afterwards ob- 
Sufhtts, 

^ Spart. p. 8. * Idem ibid. » Dio, p. 797^ 

^ Procop. de bell. Goth. 1 . i. c. 22. Vide Salmas, ibid. . 


(Y) In an antient infeription, 
mention is made of a famous 
aqueduct begun by him in New 
Athens, and ended by Antoninus 
in the third year of bis reign. 
By New Athens fome underhand 
a city of Liguria^ others New 
Athens in the ifland of Delos (9), 

(Z) Spartian, to give us fome 
idea of the height of this lofty 


building, telU us, that the cha^ 
riot placed on the top of it Teem- 
ed very fmall to thofe who flood 
on the ground ; but, neverthelefs, 
was of fo large a fize, that a cor- 
pulent man could with great eale 
pafs thro' the openings which re- 
prefented the eyes (ff the horfb 
(I). 


(t} Spartt eum net, SAwaf. p, 52, 

ferved 


(9) Fide in Sport, p, 53. 
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ferv^ as the military laws of the Romans^ and are often 
quoted by Vigitius (A). Adrian was the firft who appointed t 
^t each cohort mould have its proper mafons, architeds, 
• and fuch artificers as were employ^ in raifine buildings, and 
adorning them p. ''The regulations which he intr^uced, 
with refped to the army, to the court, and to the tribunals 
of jufiice, were fiill. oblerved in the end of the fourth cen* 
tury 9. He was the firft who employed the Roman knights in 
quality of fecretaries, and committed to them the care of his 
domeftic affairs, other emperors having employed in fuch 
offices only their freedmen' (BJ. The Romans nad on their 

« eftates 

P Victor, cpit. 9 Idem ihid. ^ Spart. p. ii. 


(A) VoJJi^i is of opinion, that 
the books of Mauritius^ which 
we fhalJ have occafion to fpeak of 
hereafter, are a colleflion of the 
military conftitutions of Trajan 
and Adrian ( 2 ). 

(B) Gothofreius fuppofes Adri- 
an to have bi^n the author of a 
new jurifprudence, cfpecially by 
his perpetual ediS^ which he ft’les 
the fountain of all laws in force 
among the Romans^ at lead till 
the publication of the lode by 
Theodofius the younger ( 3 ). Spar- * 
tian mentions feme of the laws 
publilhed by Adrian , namely, 
that the children of profcribed 
perfons ihould enjoy the twelfth 
part of their fathers eftates ; that 
if any one found a treafure in 
his own grounds, it (hould be 
intirely his; if in thofe of an- 
other, the owner of the giound 
Ihould have the moiety of it ; 
if in any public place, it (hould 
be equally (hared with the ex* 
chequer : that fuch as had fquan- 
dcreu away their eftates, (hould 
be publicly whipc in the amphi- 
theatre, and baniltlLed the city : 
that men and women (hould 
ufe (eparate and diftin^ baths : 

(z) Vojftt additje ad Teitf'ti. /, 
cod,*lbeQdtf.ptoIp 

epud Bujeh, in ft . nj.* CV Jfantu., . iC 


that, if a mafter be found killed 
in* his lioufe, not all his (laves 
ihould be put to death ; nay, that 
thofe only (hould be put to the 
queftion, who were near enough 
to have prevented the murder : 
that mafters (hould no longer 
have power of life and death over 
their (laves ; but that fucli (laves 
as deferved to be capitally pu- 
niilied, (hould be tried and con- 
demned by the magiftrates (4). 
Porphyrias informs us, upon the 
authority of Pallas^ who wrote 
uefore his time, that Adrian pub- 
]i(hed an edift piohibiting all 
human facrifice*, which were ftill 
offered in feveral provinces of the 
empire (j). However, this exe- 
crable cuftom was afterwards re- 
vived, and obtained in Afnca^ 
where children continued to be 
immolated to till the time 

of the proconful Tiberius ^ who 
cauied the inhuman priefts of chat 
deity to be crucified on the trees, 
w'hicli formed the grove round 
his temple Thofe who executed 
the (cine nee of the proconful 
were ilill living in the beginning 
of the third century, as we read 
\ii ertullian (6); whence it is 

, p. 2 ^ 4. ( 3 ) Cntbcfred, 

CUM lu. Suln jI p, qj. (sj Porphyr, 

. (0^ up, t. 9. 
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He aho~ 
iijhei all 
prin/ate 
njuork- 
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cftates what they called manufadures, or «rork-houfes, where 
they kept great numbers of people, efpeclaliy flakes, at work, 
Thefe houfes were like fo many prifons, whither mafters 
fent fuch of their Aaves as had difobli^cd them, and even 
kept them there in chains. Many, to avoid being lifted, or 
punifhed for crimes they had committed, fled to thefe work* 
houfes, and were there kept concealed. Hefidcs, the owners 
of thefe manufa<ftures were thought to feize paftengers and 
ftrangers, whether (laves or freedmen, to {hut them up in 
thefe houfes, and oblige them to work, without their ever 
being afterwards heard of. Adrian^ therefore, to obviate 
fuch inconveniences and difordgK, put down all work^houres, 
except thofe which belonged to the emperor, or to the pub- 
lic * (C). \ 1 tAzx Adrian flouriftied m.ny perfons eminent in 
moft branches of literature, of whom we lliall fpeak in our 
notes (D). 

The 

* Vide Salmas, in Spart. p. 49. 


manifeft, that 7 iherius did not, books of the antient philofdphcrs 
as fome have imagined, govern and phyfleians, declared, by a 
Africa in Adrian'^ time.*. Xt ap- fpecial decree, that a, child might 
pears from the antient writers, be born eleven months after its 
that human facrifices were, not- conception. Aulns Gr///«/ affures 
\yithftandiDg Adrian's prohibi- us, that he himfelf had read this 
tion, immolated to Diana in the decree. 

neighbourhood of Bcmcy and (D) Adrian himfelf ought to 
even in Romcy during the folemn be ranked amongft the writers 
myftcries, till the time of Con-^ who flouriflied at this time ; for 
Jlantine, or rather cf Cratian, he publidied fevcral works both 
who utterly abolilhed that exe- in profe and vrn’e upon various 
crablepraflicc (7), fubjefts ; and, among the refl, a 

(C) Aulus Gellivs tells us (*), poem intituled, 

that in Adrian i> time a woman driad, of which we find the (e- 
of known mudefty, and an on- venth book quoted by fome of 
bJemiilied charafler, was brought the antients (8). Sparfian fpeaks 
to bed eleven months after her of certain books compofed by 
hulband’s death. The Icgitima- him, and publiflicd under the ti- 
cy of the child being quelhoncd tie of Cataa iani ; wherein he 
by the heirs of the dcceafcd, the pretended to imitate Antimachus^ 
caufe was tried before the em- whom he preferred to Homer, 
peror, who, after having examin- Thefe, fays the above-mentioced 
ed a great many unexceptionable writer, were very obfcure piece» 
witneffes concerning thtchara£ler (9): and truly, from the title, 
pf the woman, and with great they appear to have been fuch 
pare and attention confulced the as Ufartian deferibes them, fra- 

(7) LoSi, infl. 1 . i. t. ai. Eujth. i> triennal. Conftantin. e, l6. Prud, in Sym* 

/ p, *17. Tttttan.f. 164. (*) Aul. GelU /. iil i6. (8) Vide Vbjf. 

btji. Greec, /. ii. c. zi. D/o, /. Ixix.p, 78S. (9) ^part^ in Aar, 
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The emperor Tttui Antoninus derived his ori^n, on the Antoni- 
father’s fidd^ from the city of Nemaufus^ now Nifmes^ in Lan- «««, >r- 
guedoc *. His ancefrors arc faid by Aurelius Vi£ior to have 

lived ThcPious, 

' JuL. Cap. in* Antonin, cum not. Salmas. Parif. 1620. 

printed in 1551. a dialogue is there made of the french, 
between Adrian and EpiHetus, Tttrhs,Sclavonians,&c{';), Adri* 
wherein the emperor propofes an was, according to Dio Cnjfus 
feveral queftions, which are an- and Spartian, fo fond of ghrr, 
fwrred ,by the philofoplier (i). that be wrote his own life in 4- 
Some of his Gree/^ and Latin veral books ; but caufed them to 
verfes have reached ^ur tiihes, be publi (bed under the names of 
be^des thofe which \v(k read in fuch of his freedmen as were 
his life by i>partian (2), who perfons of learning (8). Among 
ipeaks of them with great con- thefc ^was Phlcgon, a native of 
tempt. But his judgment is of *Tralks in Afia, who wrote a 
no weight with u«, who find treatife on the long-lifufd, and 
them mightily extolled by the another on ^'ondetful things. 
beft writers of thofe times (3). Some fragments of thefe works 
Photius, who had peril fed his are ftill extant { 9 ' ; and from a 
declamations, commends both paflage in the former it appears, 
his ftilc anfl thonghts ij). Wc tlat hcliad not put the lallhand 
find thefirll bookof hli il.lcoutft's to that piece in the nineteenth 
quoted by the antients, and the year of Antmnus\ reign, the 
quotation relates to fome remarks 1 56ch of the Cbi illian a^ra. 5 //r- 
on the Latin grammar (;). Be- das afctibcs to Phlegon a defcii- 
fidcs his military iiiftitutionsj, ption of ^uily, three books of 
feme writers aferibe to him a PajH, an account of the famous 
treatife concerning the manner of * places in Pome, and their names, 
drawing up an army in battalia, and fixtecn books of the Olym» 
which was long unknown, and finds, to the 229th, begun in 
firft difeovered in the reign of the the year 137. of the Chiifiian 
emperor Anaflafus, about the ara. This piece contained an 
latter end of the fifth century, account of the moll remarkable 
and pubhfhed, with fume addi- things that in each 0^<;7.y^;W had 
tions, by Mt^uritiui, or Vt hi us, l*appened in any part of the 
then conful (6), In the year woild. From the 177th Olym- 
1664. was printed at Vfjal in piad, which has been convc}ed 
Sn,veden, a treatife on the mili- to us by Phot ms, that work feems 
tary art and llratagcms, aferibed to have been exceeding well di- 
to Mauritius \ but that piece was geited : had it reached our times 
^one long after the time of Muu- it would have cleared uf^fcveul 
ritiuf the conful^ fincc mention obfeure plages in hillory. Pla- 
it) Gtfinr. efit. p, s. (z } Viff / fi. G>a, / ii f. XT. (3) T. /r r.ff. 
poet. Seltraf, in Spjrr. (4) Pf'-t { nn. ( <^ ) Vide 

Sulmnj, liid. tiJ'Wtf'. f i.l.x c. K. t^jj. ipji atidi* i ad Pt, fj /jf- 

Mt'auj, (-, Mdui.tiiUc p 2-,q, 564, 3S4. ^ 795, tija/U 

p. 6, (^j PtA p. i;6, ^vid p. 1^71 t* ff htJi.Gixe, tlid, ^ 

N 4 tius 



. * li^ed at Zwtw/um, or rather Zav/»{««Rt in, neighbourhood - 
of Romt : perhaps they fettled there, after havipg removed 

from 

tiuj finds fault with the author imperial palacfc i where thofis 
for the trifling accounts he gives may fee it; concludes PhUgw^ 
of all thofe who gained prisses who queflion the truth of nay 
in the Olympic games, and in- relation (5). St. Jcrom tells ua, 
ferting in his work all forts of that Antony^ the famous anchoret, 
oracles. He likewife cenfures was met in the defert by an hip- 
his ifile, as not quite pure, and pocenuur, who fpoke to him, 
altogether Attic. In Photius^s and direded him what way he 
time only the five firft books was to keep (6). relates 

were extant, which ended with ahqther hiftory, no lefsfUrpriiing, 
the 177th but the au- of a youn|^ woman, who about 

thor had carried his hiftory down fix montns after her death ap- 
to Adrians time. It was ad- peared again, walked, converfed, 
drelTed to one Alcihiadesy brlong- eat, and drank, as fhe had done 
ing to that prince's life-guard ( i). formerly ; which coming to the 
In the thirteenth book of this ears of her parents, they flew to 
work he is thought to have men- fee her, and, accordingly, had 
tioned the darknefs which hap- that iatisfadion. But the young 
pened at our Saviour's dea h (2). woman told them, that their 
He fpeaks of the deftru^ion of curioiity would prove fatal to her, 
Jerufalemy concerning whichP^^ff- and put an end to her Iccond life ; 
tim quotes a long paiTage out of which words (he had fcarce ut- 
his fourteenth book (3). He is tered, when (he fell dead at their 
frequently cited by Stephanus feet. Such a furprifing event, 
the geographer. Suidas tells us, being divulged in an inftant, 
that Pblegon made an epitome drew vaft crouds to the place 
of his fixteen books of the Olym^ vfrom all quarters. Phhgon haften- 
ptadsy which epitome confifted ed thither with the rel^ and law 
of eight books ; and that he like- the body of the dcceafed laid out 
wife abridged the hiftory of the upon a bed ; but, not iatisfied 
viflors in the Olympic games ; and “ with that fight, 1 caufed the 
adds, that he publilhed other burying-place of the family to 
works, whirh he does not men- be opened, fays he, when I 
tion (4). Phlegofty in his book obferved the bed, on which 
of ^wonderful things, deferibes an “ the young woman had been 
hippocentaur, taken on a moun- ** laid fix months before, empty.” 
tain of and fent by the He relates (ne moll minute cir- 

kiiig of that country to the em- cumftances of this wonderful 
peror, without doubt, Adrian, event, names the perfons who 
while he was in Egypt. The were prefent, (7 '. 
monfter died, but was embalmed Favorinus, well known by the 
by the governor, conveyed to writings of Auk: Gellius, who 
Rome, and there placed in the was his difciple, and by thofe of 

^ ( 1) Vhotius, c. 97. (2) Hier. ehron, p. 158, Orig. in Mattb p. 438. 

Phot. p. 16 j. (4) Su d. p 1071. j Fbkg. mtr, c. 34. 

if', II f tn wt. PauU btrsmit, (y) Phlegm mir. c. I. p. 13, 14. 

PhilofiratuSf 
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from Nifmes, Th^ JureJian family, w))ich was the prefent 
emperor's, istihoi^M^ to have been very ahtientj but was not 

diftiii- 


mfhii^rattts, was *a native of 
jfritt in Provence i and* from his 
birth an eanuch, by profeffion 
a philofopher and Ibphill, and 
well "ikilled both in the Greek 
and Latin tongues. He ftudied 
under Dio Cbryfojlmus^ and, be- 
fides Aulus GelUus^ had for his 
difdple the celebrated Herodes 
Atticus, whom he appointed hijt 
heir. He wrote a grtlt many 
works quoted by the altients 

(8) } but his ftile Teemed to Tome 
^ilitute of the gravity looming 
a philofopher (9). He was for a 
long time Adrian’*^ chief favour- 
ite i but that prince, growing in 
the end weary of him, as well 
as of the reft of his friends, took 
delight in njprtifying him, by 
preferring to him Kperfons of 
no merit ; which the Athenians 
no (boner underftood, than they 
pulled down and broke to pieces 
a ftatue, which they had erefled 
to him. When Favorinus was 
informed of the alFront, Socrates, 
faid he, without the lead emo- 
tion, <would have been glad to 
have come off fa cheap (i). Sui- 
das obferves, that he and Plu- 
tarch drove who Ihould write 
moft books. They lived in great 
friendfhip, and Plutarch even 
inferibed one of his works to 
Favorinus (2), who died, it Teems, 
about the latter end of fhe reign 
cl Antoninus {ff). GaA';? mentions 
one Demetrius of Alexandria^ 
who,«imitating the ftile of Fa- 
voKfttts, whofe difciplc he was, 

(8) Voff. bift, Gr£c, I. ii. e. lo. Sui 

(9) Lueiafr* in vit, DemonaffiSf p, 549. 

(2) JonJ, /. 7. CelL /. ii. e. z6. 

prog, com, p. 4^*^- ( SJ 

p. 7. (7) Dio, 

p, 996. 


ufed ^ily to declaim sn public 
upon what Tubje£l foever was pro- 
poTed to him (4). Diouyfiss of 
Miletsu was ]ikewi(e a philolb- 
pher of great note, highly 
voured by Adrian, raifed to 
equeftrian order, and appointed 
governor of fomc province, bur 
in the end dilgraced. He ftudied 
under Ifms, of whom we have 
fpoken in the reign of Trajan, 
Phihftratus clears him from a 
charge brought againft him, 
namely, sthat of being addidlcd 
to the ftudy of magic (5). He- 
Uodorus likewife felt the effefb 
of Adrian'^ inconftancy ; for the 
emperor, being in the end dif« 
gufted with him, wrote feme 
moft virulent letters againft him 

(6) . One of the fame name, 
perhaps the fame perfon, was 
according to Dh Caffius, for 
fome time fecretaiy to Adrian 

( 7 ) . 

Of all the philofophers who 
ftourifhed in thofe times, Epiile- 
tus is by far the moft renowned : 
Aulus Gelliuj calls him the great- 
eft man the (edl of the Stoics had 
ever produced (8). He is fup- 
po(ed to have been a native of 
Hierapolis in Phrygia, was for 
fome time a ftave, and belonged 
to Epapbroditus, whom Suidae 
calls one of Nereis life-guard (9). 
This is, without all doubt, Neroh 
celebrated freedman, to whom 
yofephus inferibed moft of his 
works, and who was afterwards 
put to death by Domitiam, we 

d, p. 1022. Phi/ejir, vit. fopb. ^•493. 
(i) Pbii'p. ibid, Dto,p.^\^» 

( 3 ) ( 4 ) Gaten^ 

vit.pph. p. 522, (fgV. ( 6 J Span, 

(8) Alii Cell, L i. r. 2. (^) Sutdm 

have 
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&av« idkttfid ia that pnace's jpeachcd m&)> But ArriWif faU 
seign. Ceifasy the fiiiiious chain* difdple, poUifted a great wnrk» 
piiMi of idolatry, writes of Efi- which he pretends to conM in* 
that while his mafter was tirely of what he had heard him^ 
Wt day fqueezing his leg very &y, and det down, as far as he 
liard, fa order to torment him, could remember, in 
MpiSetus faid to him very calm* own terms (9). 

Jy, Tou^U 6rgak my leg ; which Arrian, a native of Nicodemia^, 
happening accordingly. Did nor I was one of the moll learned men 
fmyott, faid he, fmiling, that of his age, and, on account of 
yuniooiddhriahmy leg(i)? Epi- h^ eloquence and knowlege, 
Metus was, as is fuppofed, fet at commonly lliled the fecond Xeno* 
liberty, but remained always • phon. He was preferred at Rom$ 
very poor (z). ^ing obliged, t*o the h^heft pofb of honour, 
by cdi£t, banifliing all and even to the confulfhip (1) ; 
philofophers, to quit Rome in 94. whence moil writers take him to 
be retired to Hicopoiis ivi^Epirus i be the Flavius Arrianus, who, 
whence he returned, upon that while he W'as governor of Cbp* 
prince’s death, and lived at Rome padocia, repulfed the Alanl, as 
till the time of M Aurelius, fays vit have related above* He lived 
Suidas [3), by whom, as well as at Rome Misdtx Adrian, Autoninsss^ 
by his predeceiTor, he was, ac* and M. Aurelius { 2 ). Themijiius 
cording toTl&^w//«j, held in great tells us, ihzt Trajan forced him 
edeem and veneration ^4). But from his retirement, in order to 
we cannot fall in with the opi- employ him as a miniiler in Hate- 
nion of thefe writers, fince M, affairs (3). He pubbihed in eight 
Aurelius u(ed to look upon it as books the familiar difcourfes of 
a great happinefs, not that he had EpiUetus ; but only four of them 
learnt any thing of, orconverfed have reached us (4), which are 
with, EpiUetus, but that he ha<^ inferibed to one L, Gellius. He 
read his writings (5). Epi^etus publiihed twelve books more, 
reduced all his philofophy to two containing the fpecches of Epi^ 
points only ; to wit, lietus (5), and wrote his life, 
•with patience, and enjoy pleajures Photius quotes feveral ether books 
•with numeration ; which he ex* compofed by him ; to wit, the 
prefled with thefe two celebrated hiilory of Bithynia, his native 
words, dvk'/js KAi s that country, the hiilory of the Alani^ 

is. Suffer and ahjlain (6). He and that of the inie* 
was againil the celibacy of the venteen books, which he brought 
philofophers, but neverthelefs down to che war which Trajan 
feems to have obferved it him* waged with them ; 6). He de« 
felf {y). He publiihed feveral fcribed the expeditions of Alex^ 
works, none of which, except ander the Great in feven books, 
bis enchridion, or manual, has which are ilill extant \ and 

(1) Orig. in Celf. /. vli. (2) jJul. Gelt, 1 . ii. c. l8. ^ /, xv. r. u, ^3^ Suiil, 
p, 996. (4^ Thtmifi. orat. v, (5) jul. Cap, ik (h) 

Cell. /. Xvii. c. 19. (;) Lucian, in vit. Demonae. /». SSS* ■ (8) 

f, 996. (9) Arrian. Epic, p, 1, (1) r. sSi- (:) I'jl', hsfi. 

Orate. /. ii. e, ii- (3) *Ibemifi, brat, xvii* PUf, e. 38. 

f. 58. (6) Idem ihd. 

though 
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thoaghc by bate cjc- 

celled all who WroM On the fame 

fubjed (7). He publifhed, in 
^ten books, the lives of the fuc- 
ceiTors of Alexander ; ^and gave, 
in fne book, fays Photius^ an 
account of India (8}. This ac- 
count of India is now reckoned 
the eighth book of the hiftory 
of Alexander (9). Befides thefe 
works mentioned hyPhotiusy Lu^ 
dan aferibes to him the life of a 
famous robber, named Ttlebous* 
( I ). Wu have already ^ntioned 
his defeription of the co^Ils of 
the Euxtne Sea ; but that of the 
coails of the Red Sea, though 
commonly afenbed to him, is 
theught by the learned to have 
been done by one ivho Hourilhed 
before Adrian, and was cotem- 
porary with Pltny the elder (2). 
Befides the works of An tan al- 
ready mentioned, wc have Hill his 
ta&ica, whereof the beginning 
has been long iince loll : to his 
taQica are commonly added his 
in ftr actions concerning the march 
of the army againft the Alani, 
and the order to be obferved in 
the battle. 

Plutarch was a native of 
ronea in Bceotia, where he was 
born in the reign of Claudius, 
about the year 50. of the Chri- 
ilian sera. He ftudied under Am- 
monius, an Egyptian philofopher, 
in the reign of Neio ; and in that 
of Domitian taught at Rome; 
where, amongft his otlfer difei- 
ples, he bad the famous Arule- 
nus RuJUeus, who was put to 
deatib by Domitian in 90 ^3). 
told, that he was precep- 


tor to Trofem (4) ; which we m 
hardly hAisve, £oce that prinoe 
was as oWm P/ularci(^), aiMf 
had,fiom his youth, been brought 
up in the camp. SniJas writts, 
that Trajan diHingulfhed him. 
with confular honours (6), mean- 
ing, no doubt, the confular or- 
naments i and ordered the ma^i- 
Hrates of lllyrieum to advife With 
him in all affairs of importance* 
He continued at Rome till diO 
death of Trajan, when he re- 
turned to his own country, and 
there bore the chief employments 
(7). He had feveral children^ 
one of v^iiom, by name Lamprias^ 
publilhcd a catalogue of his fa- 
ther's hillorical pieces, which has 
reached us, but is imperfefl (8). 
The philofopher Sextus, one of 
the preceptors of the emperor 
M. Aurejius, was nephew to 
Plutarch (9\ Plutat ch publifhed 
a great many works, which are 
to every one well known, being 
tranilated into ail the modern 
languages. His Hilc is not quite 
pure and Attic. Among the 
works common! yaferihed to him, 
fomc are thought to have been 
written by others ; and many of 
his works have been loil, as ap- 
pears fi om the citations of GeU 
bus, Opigen, Eufebius, Eunapius, 
Thfodoret, and others. Mar cut 
and Canhiiui Ctler, two celebra- 
ted fophiils, flounfhed under 
Adtian, and publilhed fome de- 
clamations ( 1 ) . Polemon, another 
famous fophill, in great favour 
with Adrian, was a native of 
Laodicea upon the Lycus, which 
fome place in Cana, ottihrs in 


fy) Pbot. e. 5?, (?] TJenifp^gt. (9) Voff hijt (7r<f *. /. li. f . 1 r , 

(1) Lucian, tn vit, AleX, Praft. (2) Vide Salmaf. m bjlia. U btjt, 

Grac /. ii. c.’fi (%) Ruald, vit, P^ut. (4) Jdem,p. 29. (<;) Ptde 

Vojj btfi. Crae, /, ii, r. ip. (6) Smd. p. 546. (7) Ruald c. 25, 

(8j Idem, c, 6, Idem, e. 5. ^ Sutbp* 7*9. ' (x) Fbthfi.fopb, 24. 

Phrygia \ 



Rpman Hiftory. . B* III, 

FhrygiaihvLt fpent the gretteft mong hit anceflors, ordered 
part of his life at Smyrn^i^ whi> the tomb to be Ihdt up^ that the 
ther the youth flocked from all fun, as he fatd, might never fee 
parts to hear him. He was fe- him filenced ^4). He left no 
veral times fent by that city in v/ritings befides declamations, 
^ualit/i^ embafTador to the em- Under Trajan and Adrian 
peror Adrian^ of whom he ob- riflied, according to Suidaj (5)^ 
tained great fums for the inha- Ptolmaus Chennust Zenohtusy CV- 
bitants^ though that prince was pbaleo, and Dionyfius of Halica^ 
more addifted, fays Pbiloftratus najfus. Ptoltmaus wrote fevcral 
(2)4 to the Ephejians than Smyr^ books, and, among the reft, one 
mans. As Adrian (hewed an ex- intituled the furprifing htfiory (6). 
traordinary kindnef. for him, he ^tnohius taught at Rome under 
took care to turn it to his own Adrian^ sej^d tranflated the hifto- 
advantage, and foon appeared ry of Sailuft into Greek. He likc- 
ivith a train and equipage ill wife made a colleflion of pro- 
fuiting his profeftlon ; ^ which verbs, which is ftill extant (7). 
drew upon him the envy of He is fometimes called Zenodotus, 
many, and the hatred of all. Cepbaleo^ being banilhed his own 
Antaninus treated him with great country, retired into 5 jV/^, where 
lefpefl, though be had juft occa- he pubUlhed, in the reign of 
iion to complain of his rufticitj', Adrian^ an hiftory, beginning 
or rather infolencc. Herodes At- with Ninwi, and ending with 
ticuSf having heard him declaim, Alexander (8). Dmt]ftus of Hu- 
fent him a conilderable fum, licarnrjfu^^ defcendetl from the 
which, however, he refufed, as famous hiftorian of that name,, 
too fmall ; fo that Herodes^ to was a fophift, and is commonly 
content him, was obliged to fend ftiled Dionyjius the Attidji, and 
bim one much larger, which he the mujician, becaufe he applied 
condefeended to accept. The king ^ iiimfelf chiefly to the ftudy of 
of Befporus^ who was well verfed and publilhed feveral 

in moft branches of learning, works upon that fubjefl, and one 
coming to Smyrna to fee that city, ar ong the reft divided into thirty- 
and the learned men there, (hew- fix books, and containing an ac- 
cd a great defire of conferring count of the moft famous poets, 
with Polemon : but the proud and and players upon inftrumencs 
felMnterefted philofopher would ( 9 )- 

neither vilit him, nor be viflted Herennius Philo^ born in the 
bjr him, till the king had fent city of By bios in Pheenicta^ wrote 
him a prefent of ten talents j and one bookr on Adrian\ reign, 
then he deigned to admit him twelve on the choice of books, 
into his houle (3). Being greatly and thirty on various cities, and. 
tormented with the gout, he re- the eminent perfons they had 
tired to Laodicean his native city, produced : the latter work wai| 
and there, in the fifty-ftxth year abridged by one ^lius Semerut 
of his age, placing himfelf a- Atbenaus{i). Origen quotes a 


(») Pbdofi. fipb. 


^ 5S4- (O W. p. 646. 1126. X447. (6) Pboi. c. 190.. (7; 

<. II. (8) Sutd. ibid: Pbot. c. 68. (9) W. p. 743. VoJ. e, ir, 

i% ui. f. 8. (i) Suid» p. 1065, Vdf% bifit Crete, I, ii. e, lo, 

pafT.gc 


(3) Idem ibid. 


(4) Idem ibid. & lU/id, 
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I^aflkge out of Hir0»nius Pbih Ptity of Gr^0, to the detth of 
Concerning the 7 #qilki|t 4 br whom, ^lian^ author of 

it ieems, he bU no great kind- the toBica^ lived at this time % 
nefs (2). Philo tranflated into for he addreffed his work tOifi/r'i* 
Greek the hidory* of Pbetnicia an. Another writer of the fame 
written by Sanch^niathoy in his name flouriihed about an hun- 
na^ve language, about the time dred years after ; wheoiite it ia 
of t\ie Trajan war (3). The pre- no eafy tafk to determine, which 
face, and fome paiTages of this of chefe two was the author of 
tranflation, have been conveyed the binary of animals^ of the hi* . 
to us by Eufebius (4). Philo Jioria *varia^ and of other pieces 
himfclf wrote the hidory of which are, by the antients, aicri* 
Pheeniciay which is quoted by bed to an ^lian, but long fiiic6 
Eufehita (5), and Stepbanns of lod. 

Byzantium { 6 ). Hermitpusof Be^ XitAtr Adrian flouriihed the 
rytus^ or of that neighbourhood, two Latin hidorians Suetonius and 
was one of Phildh difciples, and Floras. C. Suetonius Tranguzllus 
highly efteemed by Adrian, tho’ was th^ fon of Suetonius Lenis^ 
the fon of a freedman. He or L^tus^ a Roman knight, who, 
wrote five books upon dreams, at the battle of Bedrlacum, com- 
svhich are quoted by Tertullian^ manded a legion in quality of 

and others (7). The book of /e- tnbune, as we have related in 

gijlators, quoted by Origin (8), its proper place. The hifto- 
is generally aferibed to another rian was^ born about that time; 
Hermippusy t native of Smyrna, for he was very young in 88. 
who flouiifhed long before Adri- that i?, twenty years after the 

anh time. Paulus of Tyre, co- death of ' 4 ). Pliny the 

temporary with Philo, publifhed younger had a great kindneie 
a treatife of rhetoric. He ob- for him, kept him conftantly 
tained of Adrian the title of me with him, and wrote to one of 
trcpolfs for the city of Tyre (9). friends, that the more he 
Leander Nicanor of Alexandria, knew him, the more he loved 
the fon of Hernias, publilhed him, on account of his probity, 
feveral grvimmacical and hidoii- ingmuity, prudent conduA, and 
cal piece- (i). Diogemama, a application (5) . VVe may thcrc- 
native of Heradea, pub:ilhcd fe- fore fuppofe h.m to be the Tran- 
vcral writings of grammar and quilim, whom, in one of his 
geography, which//rj5’r^'^>^i made letters, he encourages to plead a 
ufe of in compiling his lexi- caufe, without being under any 
eon (2). His colleAion of antient apprchctifion from a dream, which 
proverbs is dill extat.t. Under feemed to threaten him with bad 
Adrian flouriihed, according to foccefb (6). Fn another letter (7), 
Vojpus (3), J.ifon of Argos, who he feems ve^ anxious about pur- 
co^prifed in four books the hi-' chafing for him a little place of 


(*) in i. p, T3. (?) Vojf, hiji Cra‘<-. /. i. c, i, (4) Eujtb. 

grap. i. 1. c. 9. (^) Idem ihid. t.w. c. lo. ;6) Voff, ibid, I, ii. e. lo. 

(7) Tertull, de anim. c. 46. ibid. Orig. in Cc.'f, Su.J. p. 1043. (8) 

ibid. (9) £uid. p. 465. (i) iSuiJ. p. 2zg. ibid, /. ii. c. iz. 

(z) Suid. p. ^37. (3) ^nif' (4} Suet, vtf. Otb. Dom» 

(0 A X. (6) Piin, A t. ep, 18, (7) Idem ihid. 

^ rcurc- 




, srif R<Mium 8. ftlj 

tcHKnent tikt tiku, proper for ^ aceordiog to' tlw ikme fr^fihun 
* inSB of &aij and applicatiiHi. eight tb* frturt. A 

In other letters he exhorts hiin'to book* likewHe, ibtituled de rehut 
puhlifli his writings^ fince they •variis^ it, by Tome, aferibed to 
.were finiflied (8^ ; and aiks his him. From the great number 
^ advit^e even as to his own con- of authors, who have quoted his 
duA ^ a particular occafion (9). works, it appears, that ^they 
He obbined for him the poU of were generally read, and greatly 
a tribune ; which Suetonius beg- ellcemed, both by the Greeks 
ged him to confer upon C^fennius and Latins, ^ertullian quotes his 
Sil*vastus, his kinfman: this ge- book of the Roman fliews (6), 
nerous adtion is greatly extolled and St. Jerom that of illufirious 
by Pliny. Suetonius married, but men, upon the plan of which 
bad ao children. However,P//»y,c. he wrote his own (7): perhaps 
from Bithyniat wrote to Irajan^ ^hc live«^of the illuflrious gram- 
begging him to grant to his mariaens, orators, and poets, corn- 
friend the privileges, which thofe monly aferibed to Suetonius^ were 
enjoyed who had threc^ children part of that work. The life of 
(i). The emperor feldom grant- Pliny the elder is thought not to 
^ fuch favours ; but, ncverthelefs, have been done by Suetonius ^ bu t 
could not help complying with by a much more modern writer 
the requeft of fz). Sueto- (8). Vopifeus^ fpcaking of his 
nius was afterwlrds fecrctary to hiftory of the twelve Cujars^ calls 
Adrian^ but difeharged on ac- him an impartial and correct 
count of his dirrefpeaful beha- writer ; but adds, ^hat he cannot 
viour towards the empreis Salt- compare him to Sallvft^ Livy^ 
(3). ililes him a Tacitus^ or Tregus (9). His 

grammarian, and aferibes to him writings arc no lefs lewd and in- 
ieveral grammatical works ; add- famous, fays St. Jerom^ as quoted 
ing, that he likewife wrote a hy P'ojUjus [\), than were the lives 
book upon the fports of th^ of the emperors, whofc hillory 
Greeks j two upon the (hews of the he writes. And truly, both he and 
Romans ^ two upon \\i^Roman laws Lamfridius have mixed too much 
and cudoms, one of the life of lewdiiefs, as well as mcannefs, in 
Cicero, a catalogue of illulfrious their writings ; whence they are 
Romans, and the lives of the jullJy cenfured by Rualdus, as 
emperors, which has reached our teaching their readers to be vi- 
times (4). He wrote, likewife, in cious (2). 

three books, the hiftory of the Florus is thought to have been 
kings, which Paulimis abridged a native of Spain^ and of the 
in verfe (5). His book concern- lineage of* the Seneca's ; tliat his 
ing the inditution of offices, family-name was L. Anndus Se- 
quoted by Pri/cian, is probably neca; and that, being adopted by 
the fame with that of the Roman one Florus, he took the nan?e of 
laws and culloms. He wrote, L, "Julius Florus, We read of 

V f 

(ZJ Plin. /. V. ep. il. Idem, /. ix. ep. 34. (1) Jdem,i. x* 

tp- TOO. (2) Idem ihtd. ep. 10 u (3) ipait. p, 6, Sutd, 

P' 934 - ( Auf. ep, 19 . ( 6 ) IhtufL /pec, c, 5. ^ ( 7 ) 

ijftr, liiuf. prof, (8) rj/. bijl. Lat. t, i. 31. /u J in Fnm* 

(ij Vt£\ ibtd% (z) Ruok* in viu F/Wt c. 28. 


one 
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very early jfith pn^mentt T- An: 

ttttimu was barn ftZwiwvffl* 4j|i;the iitirttttotbof Septauibtr 

*'•• of 


iwc yuliui Flarusi who, in the 
i^ign of Tiberius f taught rheto- 
ri(^nGWwithj;reatapplaure (3). 
Sfariian, in the life of Adrian^ 
qaotes fome verfes coxnpofed by 
a poet named Flerus^ whom moft 
writers take to be the epitomizer 
of the Romam hidory . for that 
epitome was written in the reign 
of Trajan^ and ieems to be the* 
produS of a poetical genius. )t 
it greatly edeemed by thft learn- 
ed, who neverthelefs find fault 
ivith the author for not obferving 


with due pnndiiality the otdet 
of time. It is not an abridgment 
of Lin;y ; for with him the an* 
thor often diiagrees. Whether 
the fummaries prefixed to each 
book of Li^vys hiftory were done 
by FloruSf is uncertain (4}. The 
poet F/arus ufed, it Teems, to fre- 
quent taverns and eating-houles t 
which was looked upon in thofe 
days as highly unbecoming per- 
Tons of a liberal education. Hence 
F/orus having written to Adrim 
the fol]pwing vexfes ; 


Ego nolo Cafar 
Ambulare per Britannos^ 
FcytJjicas pati pruinas. 


I would not aim at CAfar"^ Tphere, 
To walk thro’ Britain ^ void of fear i 
And TulFer Scythian Trolls Tevere. 


Adrian ar.fwcred thus ; 

Ego nolo Florus rffe^ 

Ambulare per takernas, 

Culices pati rotundot, 

Florus, I envy not thy Tphere, T 

Taverns to haunt in quell of chcar, S* 

And fuffer gnats to fling ihce there \y). j 

Aulut Qellius mentions one TV- to L, Verus ; and his grandfon, or 
rentius Scaurus^ a celebrated rather great-grandlon, to 
grammarian, who flourifhed un- der Seve^us [j). 
dcr Adrian ; and hi^ly com- (E) His grandfather Titus Au» 
mends T, Caftrictus, whofe difei- relius Fuhuj, or Fuhius, was the 
pic he himfelT had been (6 ) ; but firll conful of the Aurelian Tami- 
neicher of them Teems to have ly. His father Aurelius Fulvut 
left any works behind them, was likewife honoured with that 
Scaurus had been preceptor to dignity, arid univerlally eftcemed 
Adrian ; his (bn was preceptor on account of his extraordinary 

{l) ^ojf. h^, Lat, /. i, f, 30. (4) Idem Hid, (5) Sport, p. 8, (6) Aol* 

Ceil. I, XI. (. & I}. (7) Fidi Cojaub^ in v/Z. Fsr, p. 55* 


acGom* 



dll year Kl. Wjjiutim b^K then coftfi4 the twdfldi tiiM|! 
with Cornelius DomMk^ hy^uUuf Capitolinks^ 

who wrote his life^ T. Aureiius Fulvius Sohnius Antoninus i 
hut from feveral ancient infcriptions it appears, that, inftead 
of Fulvius^ we ought to read Fulvus^. As from his infancj^ 
he behaved himfelf in a very dutiful and obligiiqr manner to- 
wards aU his relations, many of them left him their eftatfes^ 
by vidiich means he became exceeding rich. He was a great 
lover of the country, and country-diverfions ; but neverthelefg 
did not decline public employments, in which he acquitted 
himfelf with great repuution, and unlverfal applaufe. He 
was conful in i2o. afterwards one of the four confulars ap- 
pointed by Adrian to govern Italy ^ and then fent into Afia 
with proconfular authority; wliere, by, the mildnefs of his 
government, his afFability, and engaging behaviour, he gained 
the efteem and afFe£lions of perfons of all ranks. Upon his 
return to Rome^ Adriaxi appointed him one of his council, 
and tranfaded nothing without his advice He married Annia 
Galeria^ the fifter of Marcus Aurelius*^ father, and had by 
fi/j ijfue^ her two Tons and two daughters. The eldeft of the daughters 
was married to Lamia Syllanusy but died foon after : (he 
was probably named Aurelia Fadtlla ; for we find one of that 
mme called, in an anttent infeription, the daughtei of the em- 
peiDr T*. Antoninus *. The other, named Annia Fauftina^ was 
married to M, Aurelius^ her coufin-german The two Tons, 

M* Aurelius Fulvus Antoninus^ and M, GaUrtus Aurelius An^ 
taninusj muft have died very young ; for no mention is made 
of them in hiftory, 

Hhohartt’ Antoninus is celebrated by all the antients as one of the 
stir, heft princes that everfwayed a feeptre. His behaviour to all 
was extremely obliging : he was always ready to hear with pa- 
tience the meaneft of the people : to no one was ever admit- 

■ Vide Salmas, in not. ad Anton, vit. p. 47. Dio, 

1 . Ixx. p. 800. JuL. Cap. p. 17. * Vide Mabill. ana- 

left. c. 4. p 500. y JvL. Cap. p, 18—23. 

accompliniments and Integrity. Arria Tad'lla the mother of An^ 
Arrias Antoninus, his grandfather toninus, who, after the death of 
on the mother’s fide, was twice her hu (bind mar- 

conful, andeileemed one of the riedy»/zKr andhad by^in 
greatelband moft virtuous men in a daughter named Julia Fadtlla, 
Rome (8). He married Boionia This daughter died before the em- 
Procilla, defeended from an illu' peror, but left a Ton named Mum’- 
Hriousfiimily • and had by her mtus Quadrat us (9}. 


(S) JuL Cap. in Antomn, 

A 


49) Idem, p, 2$. 


tance 



C,XKL ^ 

tance denied to htf palace or pre/ence, when they 

came to complain of his ofEce^j^ minifteFay or procurators^ 

He was an uher enemy to all pomp and oiientation. His table* 
lays his hiftorian, was rich without extravagance* and frugal 
without meannefs. He never courted the favour of the peo- 
ple, but feemed rather to defpife popular applaufe, which had 
b^n the idol of mofl of his predeceiTors. He never flattered 
others* nor fufFered any one to flatter him. He obferved with -WT/ 
great exadtnefs, but without the lead afF.idation* the Roman 
laws and ceremonies. He offered in perfon* as high pontif*/'’^^ 
the facrifices, wliich for other emperors had been offered \>y 
inferior priefls ; and never failed to aflift, unlefs prevented by 
fome indirpofition* at all publip aids of religion* (hewing al- 
ways a profound reflect f(3i« the Deity * (K). As he never 
admitted any to his Iri^idlhip* with whom he w’as not tho* 
roughly acquainted* he was a moft conflant friend* hearkened 
to no calumnies againft them, nor enteijaincd any fears or jea- 
Joufies, as Adrian had done, who in the end was weary of all 
his old friends, and difebarged them wdth ignominy. lie %vas 
naturally of afwect and mild temper, ever inclined to mercy, 
which he (hewed even to the moft vicious and wicked, choofing 
rather to deprive them of the means of doing mifehief, than 
to punifh tljem accoiding to their defeats, louring his long 
reign of twentythree years ^ he is faid never to have done any 
thing that favoured of cruelty, ill-nature* or could give to 
any perfon wliatfoever juft motive of offence ^ (Ci). 

T. Ant- 


* JuL, Cap. p, 18 — 23. Pai 
p. 18. Dio, 1 . Ixx. p. 800. 

(F) It appears from an inferi- 
ption of the year 143. that the 
fenate erefled a monument to his 
honour, in confldcration of his 
great and extraordinary regard 
for the public ceremonies (i). 

(G) When he arrived in A/fa^ 
with the charadler of pioconlul, 
he choie to lodge the flril night 
in the houfe of Pdsmon the cele- 
brated fophill, which was the beil 
and i^jgeft in Smyrna, But the 
prbud and unmannerly fophill, 
who was then in the country, re- 
turning home about midnight, 

• 

(i) Rein, infi 


:z, 1 , viii, * Jul. Ca?. 

• . 

and finding the proconful in 
houfe, inllcad of thanking him 
for the honour he had done hir.:, 
made fuch complaints of the lj> 
berty he had taken, as the clown 
was p^cafed to ftile it, that Anto- 
ninus ^ to quiet him, was obliged 
CO leave tne houfe at that time of 
night, and icek for a lodging elfe- 
wherc. However, when Antc^ 
ninus was raifed to the empire, 
Polemon did not fail to come tO 
Rome to W(^t upon him. 1 he 
emperor received him in a moft 
obliging manner* and ordered him 

f, 3®S. 
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T< ANtONitiSB was adopted by Adrian^ as vft have re- 
What latcd above, upon the death of Mlius Verus C^far, Some 
prompted authors write, that Adrian was induced to prefer him to fo 
Adrian to many other {ireat men, by the particular refpeft, and tender 
adopt him, fegarti, which Antoninus (hewed to his father-in-law, whom, 
as he was very old and decrepit, he ufed conftantly to condu6l 
to the fenate, attending him like a flave : Adrian^ feeing Mm 
one day leading and fupporting the old man, was fo pleafed 

to be lodged in the palace ; but mentsof his houfe, returned him 
at the fame time put him in mind this rude anfvvcr. In other peo' 
of what had paffed ;it ^myrna^ pies houfes you mujl learn to be 
by ordering his doniellics to take , deaf and dumb (5). T'hus Omu- 
care, that no one turned him out hs, whe^was a man of a fatirical 
of his apartment (2). A come- temper dnd given to raillery, 
dian complaining to the empeior, treated on this, and feveral other 
that had driven hnn out occafions.thegood-naturcd prince, 

of the theatre at mid-day, Anto- who could not, as he often own- 
ninus anfwered, “ He drove me cd, prevail upon himfelf to pu- 
out of my lodgings iit mid- nifli any perfon for bare words, 
night, and neverthelefs I made however free and difobliging. 
no complaints (3}.’’ As M. Having fent for Apollonius the 
Aurelius was weeping for the celebrated Stoic, who refided at 
death of one of his preceptors, Chtilcis in Syrwy tR> inftruft M, 
the com tiers, creatures for the Aurelius in the principles of that 
moft part void of humanity, re- fe£>, the philofophcr flew to 
prefenteJ to him, that it was be- Rome, attended by a great num- 
xieith a prince Co flic w fo much ber of difciples, all Argonauts, 
tendernefs and concern ; but An- fays Luciau (6), gaping after the 
taninus checked them with the golden fleece. Upon their arri- 
following remai kable words*; val Antoninus invited Apollonius to 
Pray^ let him nvetp ; and gi^vc court, in order to deliver hisdif- 
htm leanje io he a man ; for nei- ciplc to him. The haughty pe- 
ther philofophy^ nor the imperial dant anfwered with great info- 
digmty, ought to extivguijb tn us Icnce, that the mafler was not to 
the fentiments oj natme {4). The coiTve to the difciple, but the dif- 
emperor going one day to fee the ciple to the matter ; which words 
flue houfe of and be mg related to Antoninus, Does 

admiring there, amongil other Apollonius, />^^//,fdid he, fmilihg, 
things, certain pillars of porphy- think it a snore trouhlejome jour- 
ry, he afletd him, where he had ney from his lodgings to the palace, 
purchafed them. DutOw///zz/, in- than from Chalcis to Rome? 
ftead of being pleafed to fee the However, he ordered M, Aure* 
empe/or take notice of the orna- Hus to wait upon him (yj.’ 

( 2 ) VI ^ of. \oph. p, licrr iJiA. ‘ ( 4 ) Jut Cap. 

p. lii (“;) Idem lb, ((.' b’iclan, in vUt UemonalK 

t-iy- (i) j 
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with that fight, that he adc^tcd him foe. (that very reafon,*. 

But Adrian could not by this alone be pfompted to confer fo 
great an honour upon one, who had given fo many proofs of 
his extraordinary talents and ability. He chofe him, there- 
. fore, becaufe he judged him to be, of all the great men in 
Homey the beft qualmed for the fovereign power He was 
adopted on the twenty- fifth of February of the year 139. and 
at the fame time invefted with the proconfular and tnbunitial 
power, honoured with the name of Cisfm'y now peculiar to 
the prefumptive heir of the empire, and diftinguifiied, as we 
conj.£lure from fomc antient coins, with the title of enipc- 
,ror whLh had hi:hert(» been giv-^en to none but the fove- 
reign (H). A irian adopted upon condition that he 

ihouid adt)pt M. Amnm J'kruSy the fon of his wife's bro- 
ther, and L. Con!?noait% ihc fon of i. Verus CeefaVy which he 
did accordingly before the death of Adriariy probably the fame 
day on which he himfejf was adopted y 

The next day Anioninut retuine"d the emperor thsnics in 
the fenate for the honour he had conferred upon him, dtflri- 
buted large funis among the foldiery and populace, employing 
on this occafion his own, and not the public money ; and, 
befides, paid what Adrian had promifed them. Ail the cities 
of the empire ufed, on fuch occafions, to prefent the adopted 
prince with fums of money inftcad of crowns, w^htch were 
thence called aurum coro?iariu7n. Tliefc fuins the generous 
prince remitted intircly to the cities of Italy^ and a moiety to 
all the reft. He even contributed, out or his private fortune, 
a great deal towards the woiks w liuh Adrian w..s cirryir.g on, 
and obeyed that prince, fo long .^s he lived, with as much re- 
fpcil and fubmillion as the meaiirll 01 hn> fubje^t^^ except 
when he attempted to murder himfeif, or others t'. Adrian Hficaufet 
dying at BaicCy on the tenth of Julyy he p.evi.i!cd upon the Adrians 

^ JuL. Cap. p. 17. ® Dio, 1 . Ixix. p. 796, 797. 

** Goltz. p. 70. * Spart. in Adr. p. 12. Jul. Cap. 

p. 16. Dio, p. 797. ^ Jul. Cap. p. 18. 

(H) We are told, that hisfuc his anlval in Afia, the priefts of 
ceflion to the empire \^as pre- the ci^y of Tralles in L)dia re- 
faged long before by many omens, ceived him not with the ufual fa- 
While he governed part of /M/y lutation, Ave^ proconful ! Haiiy 
in quaJity of proconful, one from froconjul ! but ftiled him empe- 
anipng the croud cried out to him, ror. AtC)z.icu^, a crowrf be- 
while he was adnwniftring juf- longing to tfce Itatue of cne of 
tice. May the gods profper your the gods was fojnd upon that of 
undertakings y Augullus ! Upon Antoninus y Sec (8/. 

O) Jul. Cop. p.^, 

0 2 fenate. 
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fenate, mach agaiiA their wiU« to confer fuch honours upon 
him as had been decreed to the befi of emperors ; and conti* 
nucd all thofe in their employments, who had bfeen preferred 
by him. It was, according to fome writers, on account of 
this tender and filial refpeft for the memory of his father, that 
the feiiate decreed him the glorious furname of Pius, Others 
think, that they diOinguiihed him with that title in regard of 
the great care he had of his father-in-law in his old age, or of 
Adrian in bis ficknefs, or becaufe he faved many whom Adrian 
had commanded to be murdered ; or, finally, on account of 
the natural fweetnefs of his temper, and the extraordinary 
refpedl he {hewed on all occafions for religion, and all reli- 
^ous perfons g. Be that as U will, he bears the epithet of 
riui in feveral medals of this veiy year,., and is chiefly known 
by it in hiftory h, Pdufanias thinks he deferved not only this 
title, but that likewKe which was given to Cyrus^ to wit, the 
father of mankind,^ ioi confideration of the paternal care he 
feemed to have of all m*en Commodus, and the emperors 
who fucceeded him, aflumed the fame title ; which ferved 
only to render their wickednefs the more remarkable 7'his 
year Antoninus was likewife honoured with the title of Au- 
guftus^ and of high pontiff and his wife Fauftina with that 
of Augujla, He reh’fed many other honours whi,ch the fenate 
offered him, and, among the refi, the title of the father 
of his country 1 j which, however, he accepted the following 
year m (I), 

W K know but very little of the adlions of this great prince, 
and are almofl quite at a lofs as to the order of them, with 
refpe^l to what we know. Julius Capitolinusy who wrote his 

^ JuL. Cap. p. 17. Paus. lib. viii. p. 275. Dio, lib. Ixx. 
p. 799. ** Shank. I. viii. p, 714. * Paus. 1 . viii. 

p. 275. Idem ibid. i Dio, lib. Ixx. p. 799. 

JuL. Cap. p. 18. ® Goltz. p. 71. 


(I) We arc told, that Antoni- 
nus, in the beginning of his reign, 
ordered the proconful of Africa 
to confult the goddefs Coelejiis, 
who was worlhipcd at Carthage, 
about his fucceflbrs, and the ilate 
of the empire ; and that the pre- 
tended deity, after having uttered, 
like other oracles, many things 
obfeure and unintelligible, re- 
peated the name of Antoninus 


eight times ; whence it wascoiv 
cluded, that Antoninus fliould 
reign eight ye^rs. But, as he 
reigned near twenty -three, an- 
other conflrudlion was long after 
put upon the oracle ; to wit, that 
eight emperors fliould reign bear- 
ing the name of Antoninus (g) ; 
which interpretation we lhall ex- 
amine in the reign of the emperor 
Opilius Macrinus, 


life, 


(9) Macrino, 
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life, and inferlbed it to the emperor Diecle/aa, is but a very 
indifferent biftorian* and greatly confufed and perplexed in his 
accounts. What Dio CaJJius wrote of Antoninus has been loft 
eight hundred years fince, and confequently before Xiphilln 
^dertook the epitomizing of that author 5 fo that we can 
^ly give our readers a general idea of this excellent prince’s 
government and condu6l;. He lived, according to Julius Ca- 
'ffitolinuSj after hisacceflion to the empire, in the fame manner 
as he had lived while he was yet a private perfon ; no alteration 
appeared in his behaviour towards bis friends, nor had any of 
his enemies ever the kaft motive to be grieved for his prefer- 
ment. He would fuffer ijohe but (lives to wait upon him? extras 
fljewing on all occ^ftons the greatell refpedt im tginable for the orMnary 
cqueftrian and fenatorTal ordeis. He never tranfailed any bu- refpeti for 
finefs of confequcncc without the advice of the fenate, pay- 
ing them, when emperor, that regardPwhich he defired to 
paid to them by other emperors while he was a fenator. 
frequently gave an account, even to the people, of all his^^ 
adlions and negotiations. When he demanded the confulfhip, 
or other employments, either for himfelf or his children, he 
appeared like a private perfon among the other candidates j 
which fhcfvs, that he allowed the people, according to their 
antient light, to choofe the magiftrates, M. Aurelius owns, 
that Antoninus convinced him by his example, that one might 
iead a private life even in a court. 

He ni ‘derated moft of the impofts and tributes, and ftridlly Ih Ufftns 
injoined his receivers and colledfors to exaft them without any the hi- 
feverity or oppreffion, faying, *hat he chofc rather to be poor, ^utes. 
than have his coffers filled at the cxpence of an oppreffed peo- 
ple. He was no fooner raifed to the empire, than he difpnfcd 
of the greateft pirt of his private eftatc in favour of the indi- 
gent citizens ; and, the emprefs Faujlina repining at his gen> 
rofity, he told her. That a prince ought to' have no private 
intereft, no private property, and nothing in view but the pub- 
lic welfare. He chofc for governors of provinces fuch only d&Fnfert 
were perfons of known integrity, and is faid never to have pre- only men 0/ 
ferred an undeferving man to any employment whatfoever.*’^'’*^* 
Hence fomc continued in their pofts during the whole time of 
his reign ; for he was not for removing fuch as difeharged their 
office to the fatisfaiSlion of the people, unlefs they themfelves 
defired it, as did Orfitus governor of Rome^ and fomc •others. 

Gavius Maxlnms was for the fpace of twenty years captain of 
the praetorian guards ; and others held their employments du- 
ring the vvhole time of his reign. His paternal eftatc, which 
was very great, he laid out in bounties and largefles ; but vr^yTakes 
verv fparing of the public money: whence at his death ):i\^careofthe 
private coffers Were found empty, but the exchequer full. H^puhlU 

O 3 deprived 
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deprived feveral ufeleft pcrfons of the penfionai which had 
been fettled upon them by Adrian^ faying, he could not bear 
to fee the ftate devoured by thofe who were no* way fer vice- 
able fo it, but lived in idlcnefs upon the labours of others (K), 
Tho’ he was thus fparing of the public money, yet no one ev^r 
charged him with avarice s for he gave daily inilanccs of 
unbounded generofity. 

In/lances He would accept of no legacies from fuch as had children, 
0/ bis and ordered the c dates of thofe who had been condemned 
ry«iVy. for extortion, to be reftored to their children, after the pcr- 
fons, whom they had pillaged, had been fully fatisfied. Un- 
der no prince fewer eftates were* confifeated, than under him. 
He utterly extirpated the whole tribe of informers, and was 
ready, upon the lead misfortune that happened to any city or 
province, to Icflln their tribute and taxes n. Many obtained 
the privileges of i citizens for themfclves, and not for 

their childien, who, in that cafe, remained according 

to the expreilion of an antient hidorian, and confcquently 
were incapable of enjoying their fathers edates, ' which fell 
to the exchequer, if the dcceafed had no Roman citizen 
amongd his relations. But this regulation, favourable indeed 
to the avarice of princts, but repugnant to humarity, Anto^ 
Favours ninus utterly aboliflied He beftowed great privileges and 
men of fdlaries, in all the provinces of the empire, upon fuch men of 
learning, learning aa undertook the educating of youth ; maintained in- 
credible numbers of children, wliofe parents were indigent ; 
fupplied all fenators and magidrates with large (urns, to defray 
the expences of their necedary journeys; and fpent confiderable 
fums in (hews and fpeiSfaclcs, complying therein with the in- 
clinations of the people, though he himfelf had an utter 
di/like to fuch diveriions. 

"Hh public Though he was no* way addided to building, yet he raifed 
wotks, a great number of (lately cdihces at Romc.^ and in the neigh- 
bourhood. He caufed a port to be made at CaietOy now 
Gaeta, repaired that of Terracina^ Rnifhed Adrian*^ magnifi- 
cent maufoleum, built a (lately palace at Lorium in Hetrurfay 
about ten miles from Rome, in which plape he had been edu- 
cated ; and contiibuted large fums towards the repairing of 
feveral aniicnt buildings in Greece ^ Ionia ^ Syria^ and Africa^ 
The village of Pallantium in Arcadia was by him made a 
dty, and exempted from all manner of tribute, becaufe 

" JuL. Cap. p. 20 — 50, • Pausan. 1 . viii, p. 273. 

fX) Among thofe whom he warded with a yearly penfion, on 
thus treated, was Me/omedes^ a account of fome veffes in praife 
][yric poet, whom Adrian had re- of bis beloved Antinous^ 

der 
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Wiis fuppofed to have built, and peopled wirh the inhabit 
ants of that ‘village, a city in the place where Ro ne flood 
He promifed, in the beginning of hus reign, to fpill the blood Pyomifes 
of no fenator ; which promife heobferved fo religi 'uny, that, 
one being convi£led» of parricide, he contented hiinfcJf ^\i}[iJenatQr to 
l\nifhing him, even after he had owned his ertmt*, to a de- death, and 
fert ifland. AttilmsTaiianus and Prlfcianut being accufed 
confpiring againft the life of the emperor, the litter laid 
lent hands on himfclf, and the former was only hinifhcd. Of 
his fon, Antoninus took particular care, and bif)u;;bc him up 
as if he had been his own child. He w ^il i fufiVr iio inijuiry 
to be made after their accomplcus, anfwering the fenate, 
when they prcfll'd him tt. it, J do not care th.* vv^'^rlJ fhoukl 
know by how nvfnv perfons I am hated.'’ Hj nevi r en- 
gaged in any war whicn he could avoid, and \va‘- often heai J to 
fay, that he Iiad rather favc one citizen, than d Jtroy a tiion- 
fand enemies. * 

Bv this means he gained the afl’t(?jorr, rot only of hif’ f»wii /, efUemed 
people, wlu) looked upon him as their father and \yo\L^{jx^ even h the 
but likcvvife of the declared enemies ot llo 7 ?it\ vvb > enteitaliud enemi(i'>J 
fuch an opinion of his equity, ju^tue, and nuxi. ution, that. Koine, 
in their disputes, they chafe him loi their j idye .iiiJ €irl)itra- 
tor ; and truly no Roman emperor wa? ever m./'e adeemed 
and revered hy all foreign nations, tl. in dntonhui. J'.he kh-.g 
of th^ Parihians, having raifed a formidable uimv, and In- 
vaded Armenia^ retired, contrary to the expvdit'Ji. of a'i, 
and difbaiide<l his troops, upon the r<*cclpt of a letter from 
Antoninus, T'he kings of Jdyrci'v.nJy Huciria, ami 
fen t em bail adors to him, courfing o. fnen Ul'.ip, a- id -'’rug 
his alliance, Pharaf/naues king of Jhefui came tn p.-rfeu 
to wait upon him at Romcy and fhewed a far ^irt'acci* r.; 
fpe£l and veneration for him, than he ha<l forn» rly d >'10 f.i 
Adrian. "Tht Laziy t\\t Armeu’ans, xh’i f H , and faverai 
other nations, readily received fuch pinices 4b h,* wib p’/j/.d 
to appoint over them, though thev were iio-r i1k.ii fuhjcdl to 
the empire‘s. Antoninus is by fome hift iruiia complied, hy 
others even or^ferr-.* I, to Nuimiy on acc-iunt of tlu' tranquil- 
lity which enjoyed during the greateft part ot hh reign, 
and his extraordinary c.ire of all things belonging to the wdr 
(hip of the gods, and to religion 

• Aon IAN 

P JuL. CAP.*p. 17— ao. Pausan. 1 . ?iLi. p. 273. ^ Jul 

Cap. p. 20. Birag. p. 194. Spart. 1 . ix. p. 831, 832. 

• 

(L) Julius Capitolinus tells us, ranks revered to fuch a degree, 
that he was by perfons ,of all that neither the people nor ibU 
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Adrian died, as we have related abovre, on the tenth lif 
July 139. Camerinus and Niger bsing confuls. Thefc wefe 
fucceecied by the emperor Antoninus^ the 'fccond time confii!, 
and Caius Bruttius Pratfens, This year Antoninus gave his 
daughter Annia Faitjitna in marriage to M. Aurelius y whdiji 
he created Cafar^ and, at the requeft of the fenate, ihou^li 
this year only qu2Bftor, named for the confujate of the yeaf 
enfuing ; which he difcharged with him, as appears from an 
antieiit infeription on a monument railed Co the honour of 
Marcus Aurelius y by the two captains of the prmtorian guards 
Petronius Mamerthius and Gavius Maximus y and by the other 
officers of the ten pra;torian ephorts, and the city-guards r 
(M). The next confuls were Syloga and 

Hoenius Severus^y during whofe adiiiirdliration one Celfus re- 
volted ; but all we know of his revolt is, that uii this occa- 
fion the emprefs FauJltyaW2LS greatly dirpleaft-d with thekind- 
nefs whi.h the good-natur^id emperor Ihcwed to his enemies 
Soon after, Faujiina died, and was, notwithflanding the dif- 
folutc life file bad led, at the requeft of AntoninuSy honoured 
with divine worfhip, priefts, temples, ftatucs of gold and fil- 
ver, lAc. Games were inftituted to her honour, and her fta- 
tue was, by Antoninusl^ order, carried amongft t^ofe of the 
othi;r gods at the Circenfian fports* The emperor Was not 

^ Grut. p. 25B. * CuspiN. p. 353. Onuph. in fiift. 

p. 225. * Coff. vit. per Vulcat. p. 43. 


diery could, for the fpace of an 
hundred years and upwards, look^ 
upon any one as truly emperor, 
who did not bear the name of 
Antoninus : which was therefore 
afiiiined by all his fucceftbrs du- 
ring a whole century : nay, Se- 
nserus appointed, that the name 
of Antoninus iliould be peculia: 
to the emperors, like that of Au- 
gufius (i^fi fo great was the ve- 
neration he had for Antoninus / 
That great name was indeed pro- 
faned and diihonoured by Antoni- 
nus Caracalla ; but neverthelefs 
refpedCed to fuch a degree, even 
after his reign, that the emperor 
Maertnus oQiged his Ton Diadu- 


menus to aiTume it, fearing the 
foldiers would not acknowlege 
him emperor, unlefsdiftinguifhed 
by Chatltill venerable name (2). 

(M) In another infeription, 
which antiquaries Cake to be of 
this year, Antoninus is ftiled the 
benefactor and preferver of the 
city of Mopfuejiiay for having 
maintained the inhabitants in the 
polTeflion ^jof their ancient rights 
and privileges [ 3). From a third 
infeription we learn, that Anto^ 
hinus ended this year an aque- 
duct, which had been beguii by 
Adrian at Nenv Athens in the 
iiland of Df/or (4). 


( 1 ) SparU in Git St p- (z) Idem in Diad, (^) Qnupi, 

*. ^- 5 . ( 4 ) Idem, p, 224 . 


unacquainted 
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tinacquainted iwlth her irregular condud ; but had done all 
that lay in his power to keep her diforders concealed from the 
multitude 

The following xcar, Lucius Cufpius Rufinus and Zv* 
r/ai Statius ^adratus being confuls, Antoninus inftituted fo- 
lemn fports at Puieoli^ in honour of Adrian^ which werefli|e<| 

Fia and Pialia^ and were to be celebrated the fecond year of 
each Olympiad The next confuls' were C. Bellicins Torqua- Atticus 
tus and Tiberius Claudius Aiitcus Herodes (N). In the follow- Herodes/j 
ing confulftiip of Lollianus Avitus and Claitdius Maximus^ to 

Brigantes in Britain revolted ; but were foon reduced by con/ul^ 
Lollius Urhicus governor of that province, who deprived them-^'^* 
of great part of their gountr/, fundued the more northern na* <rhe Bri- 
tions, and built a hew«wall between the friths of Forth and games re- 
Clyde For the victories gained by Lollius^ Antoninus was W/, and 
honoured, asappears from fomeantient medals, with the titicof ^^ere~ 
Britannicus y. The next year Antoninus entered upon his fourth duced, 
confulfhip, having for his collegue M, Amelins Cerfar^ the fe- 
cond tim‘e coiiful, and gave the manly robe to Lucius Verus 
his adopted Ton, who had ended the fourteenth year of his age 
on the fifteenth of December of the preceding year. He imi« 
tated thereiia Auguflus^ who had taken upon him the confular 
dignity when he gave the manly robe to Caius and Lucius 
Cafars, The fame year Antoninus confecrated the temple 
which he had built to the honour of Adrian^ and on thatoc- 
caQon diftributed confiderable fums among the populace In 
the next confulfhip of Sex, Erucius Clarus and Cn, Claudius 
S ever us ^ fume difturbances were (atfed in Germany and Dacia i 

• JuL. Cap. p. x 8. Idexn» p. 13. Paci, p. 21 1. 

> Vide Alp ORD. annal. Britan, ad an. 142. Us ser. Britan. ec« 
clef, antiq. p. 1024. t Vide Casaub. in Spart. p. 50. 

* JuL, Cap. p. 36. 


(N) The latter, who is greatly 
extolled by Auluj Gtllius ( 5 ) and 
Vhilofiratus (6), was a native of 
Athens^ and the moil \'Ioquent 
orator of his time. He had an 
extraordinary talent at making 
.fpeecbes off-hand ; but, not hav- 
ing fucceeded as he expefted in 
ope which he made, while he was 
yet a youth, before the emperor 
Adrian^ he attempted to drown 
iimfelf in the Danube. He in- 

(S) AmK Gtll, A is. #. a. 


llru^ed M. Aurelius and L. Verut 
in the Greek tongue, and was 
greatly efteemed by Antoninus^ 
who appointed him governor of 
the free cities of Afia. He died 
in the fifteenth year of the reign 
of Marcus Aurelius 176. of 
the Chriilian a:ra ; and IcTc be- 
hind him many fpeeches, letter?, 
and other works, none of which 
have reached our times. 


(6) Fhthfi , 27, 


but 
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but were foon compofed by the governors of thofc provinces. 
The Alani likewife, attempting to invade t\\Q Roman domi- 
nions, were driven back into their own country with no fmall 
lo/s 

During the adminiflration of the foliowing confuls Largus 
and Mejj'alinus^ the emperor inveffed M, Aurelius with /he 
tribunitial and proconfular power. By Fatijiina the daughter 
of Antoninus^ he had already a daughter named Lucilla^ who 
ghrws a afterwards married to L. Feius, The emperor on all oc- 
great calions fhev/ed a particular efteem for AL Aurelius^ confulted 
efieem for him in all affairs of moment, often followed his advice, and 
M. Aure- fuffered him to govern as if he^had been his partner in the fo- 
lius i vcreigii power, giving no ear to* the malicious infinuations of 
thofe who attempted to eftrange hi^,iti;nJ from the young 
hut none prince, as if he wilhed for his deathly. As the condudl of 
for L. Ve- Z. Verus was very dilj^erent from that of M, Aurelius^ theem- 
rus. peror treated him in a quite different manner, not beftowing 
upon him either the tide of Ceefar^ or any other peculiar to 
the apparent heir of the empire ; nay, he did not, during the 
whole time of his reign, inveft him with any power whatfo- 
ever ; wliich was a plain indication, that he difliked him ; and 
not without reafon, we fliall fee hereafter ; and only fuffered 
him, becaufe he had been obliged by Adrian to adopt him 
In the confulate of Torquatus and yulianus^ the Moors 
took up arms, upon what provocation we know not ; but were 
utterly defeated, driven quite out' of their own country, and 
obliged to fhelter thcmfelves in the moft diftant parts of Libya 
beyond mount Atlas The three following years were quite 
bcirren of events. In the lirft, Servius Scipio Orfitus ani 
Llouius Prifeus were confuls; in the fecond, Glabrio Gal~ 
licanus and Fetus \ and, in thclhiid, l-^uHtUius Condianus and 
^he /'ito ^nntUius Aioxhnus. The two latter were brothers, and are 
brothers mightily extolled by the antients, on account of their learii» 
Quintilii, ing, their experience both in civil and military affairs, their 
wealth, and, above all, in regard of their mutual unity and 
concord ; for tliey adled on all occahons, fa vs Dio Cajftus^ 
as if they had not been two, but one perfon : whence they are 
known in hiftory by the of \\\^^inuliu They go- 

verned the provinces togchcr, the one being lieutenant to the 
other ; were confuls together ; wrote to the emperor, received 
anfwiers, judged caufes, publiflied books, in common-; and 
were in the end upjuftly condemned and executed together, 
by order of the emperor Commodus^ as we Inall relate in the 

a JuL. Cap. p. 19. ^ Idem, p. 24. ® Idem m 

Ver. p. 36. ** Pausan. 1 . viii. p. 273. ® Dio, 

1 . Ixxi. p. 814. Casaub, in Spart, p. 94. Phxlost. foph. 27. 

hiftory 
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hiftory of that prince’s reign *. They were natives of TroaS^ 
and highly efteemed by M* Aurelius^ under whom they go^ 
verned Greece in 173. Pannonia in i;8. They publiflied 
a treatife on agricultu/e, whereof fome fragments have reached 
our limes *. 

iHE following year, the fifteenth of Antoninus's reign, 

Sextus "Junius Glabrio and C, Omulius f^erimus being confuls, 
that eminent champion of the Chriftian religion Juflin the 
Martyr publiflied bis firll apology, and prefented it to tlie 
emperor, to his adopted fons, and to the fenate. As Antoni- 
nus was a prince of a mild difpofition, he was fo far moved be 
it, and by the information': whkrh he had received from other 
parts of the empire, that he wrote a letter to the whole pro- Antoninui 
vince of Afia in favour^f tiic diftrcfllJ Cbriftians, which \\tfa^^oura- ' 
concluded wi:h thefe words : If any one for the future f^all hie to the 
snolejl the Chrijiiam^ and accnfe ihcm^merely on account 
their religion^ let the perfen U’’‘0 is arrai^Utd be dij'chargcd^ 
though he is jonud io be a C!,i Ifiian^ n id the accujer he punijh 'd 
according to the rigour of the At the fame time the 

emperor wiote in behalf of the Chrillians to the Athenians^ 
Theffalonians^ Larijfeans in PheJjhly^ and to all the Greeks •*. 

Thefe letter# put a itop to the pcrlccutioft ; which, however, 
broke out anew, and raged with great violence, under Marcus 
Aurelius^ Antoninus's fucceflbr, as wc fliall relate hereafter. 

The following year, when C. Briinius Prafens and A, Ju* Scueral 
nius Rufnus confuls, xhe Tiber, ovei flowing its calamities^ 

laid the lower parts of Rome under water. I'he inundation Year of 
was followed by a fire, which coiW'umed a p«.rt of the city, and the flood 
a famine, which fwept off great numbers of the citizens, not- 2503. 
withftaiiding the care wh;ch the good-natured emperor took Of Chr. 
to have corn conveyed to the city from the inoft ddfant pro- v 
vinces. The fame year the cities uf Aarbrnne in Gauf and Komc 
Antioch isi Syria, and the great Iquarc at L',:ft.jage, were in ^'^ 3 - 
great part con fumed by accidental fii. ; but loon reftored by 
Antoninus to their former condition h I'lis year L, Verus 
difcharged the office of quK’ffor, and exhlb'ccd on that occa- 
fion public fiiews, at di he prchded, fitting between Anto- 
ninus and M, Atv . ' itic ufiiwing ve'cr ne vi^as raifed to 
theconfulfhip, and iud foi ills 7 . Sextius, or, as be 

is called by others, Scxiiiiis I r:u: . C. Julius Sevetus 
anji M, Rufinus Sabinianus d dl barged -ihct office next,* and 
were fuccceded Uy M, Ccionlus SituaK:,^ a*d C. Seri us Augu- 
rinus, during whofc confullliip the citiw oi Cos and Rhodes, 

f Vide Casaui',. in Sparc, p 9 ^ Euse^i. lib. iv\ 

c. 26. Just. apol. p. 100. Chro!5. Alex p 608. 610. Jhi- 
SEB. ibid, & I. iv. c. 13. ^ Jci L^i-. p 10. Vicr. eplt. 

with 
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with fcvcral others in Lycia and Carta ^ were cJvcrturnW hy a 
violent earthquake i but Toon reftored to their former luAre^ 
Antminus contributing thereto immenfe fums, and making 
good the lofles which the inhabitants had fuftained The foqr’ 
following years are quite barren of events : the confuls ycrc 
Barhatui and Re^ulus ; Tertullus and Sacerdos ; Plautius 
^lintillus and Al, Statius Prifeus ; Appius Annius Bradua 
and T. Vihlus Bradus, The two latter were fucceeded by 
M, Aurelius Cafar the third time, and L, Verus the fecond 
time conful. 

Js taken DuRiNG their adminiftration, the emperor was feized with 
Hi, and a violent fever at Lnrmm^ one of his country-feats ; which in 
dies. a few da)s put an end to his life on i-he feventh of March^ 

Year of after he had lived feventy-three years, five n>omhs, and fix- 
the flood teen or feventecn days, and reigned twenty-two years, feven 
months, and iwent'^-fix days. When he found death ap- 
Of Lhrilt preaching, he fent for the captains of the praetorian guards. 
Of* Rome chief officers of the court, and in their prefence con- 

omc adoption of AI. Aurelius^ and recommended to| 

him the empire, without taking the leaft notice of Lucius 
/eras. Me then ordered the golden image of Fortune.^ which 
always flood in the emperor’s bedchamber, tc^ be removed 
to the room of Ad, Aurelius, When the tribune came for 
the parole, the word he gave him was Equanimity, He left his 
paternal efiate to his daughter, and legacies to all his friends 
He is uni- and domeftics. Though be died in an advanced age, he was 
nscrfally no lefs lamented by all the fubjeds of the empire, than if 
lamented, he had been fnatched from them in the bloom of bis youth h 
His funeral was performed with the utmoft pomp and magni- 
ficence, and his body depohted in the pompous maufoleum 
of his predeceffor Adrian j on which occafion two funeral 
orations weie pronounced, one by Ad, Aurelius.^ and another 
by L. Verus, He was by the fenate ranked among the gods, 
a temple was built to his honour, priells, facrifices, and an- 
nual ijports inftituttd, Gordianus., who afi'umed the 

title of Arguflus at Carthage in the year 237'. wrote in his 
youth an elegant poem, intituled, AflttoninladcSj deferibing 
the lives, the wars, (he public and private atliuiis, of Anto-‘ 
tihiNS^ and his fucrtlTor lA, Aurelius^ named likewife Anto- 
ninus " ; but that work has not reached our times. Some 
fpeei-hes were p ibliihed under the name of Antoninus,^ which 
AdarUis 'maintained to be his, tho’ they were com- 

monly thought to have been written by others o. Of tho 

^ Jui.. Cap.-p- 21. * Idem, p. 22. ® Idem ibid. 

V idem in Gord. ® Idem in Anton, p. 2X. 
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writers who fiourUhed under Wm, we {hall fpeak iii out 
note (0)e , 


M. Aurp- 


(O) Thefe were Ju/lw, Julius 
Paulus, Afpian^ Callintcus 

Calvijius Taurus^ Apollonius^ 
Ptolemy the aftrologer, Pronto^ 
7 elepbm, and Claudius Maximus. 
Juftin is thought to have infcribed 
his abridgment of Trogus Pompeius 
to the emperor Antaninus P^us. 
That writer, in an antient ma^ 
nufeript, is filled M. Junlnnus • 
JuJltnus. His work w^s know?i 
to St. Jerom, St. and 

Orojiusy who often copies him. 
Some have confounded Juflin the 
hillorian with JuJlin the Martyr, 
who houridied about the fame 
time ; but never publiftied any 
work in the Latin tongue, not 
even the apologies, which he 
wrote at Rome, and prefented to 
the emperof. T/ogus Pomprius, 
whofe hillory JuJiin abridged, is 
ranked among the bell hiltonans 
of Augufius'% reign, and put upon 
the level with A/'-vy, Sallu/l, and 
I'acitus (7). Julius Paulus pub- 
lifticd fcveral poetical pieces, and 
is commended by Aulus Gclhus, 
on account of his great erudition 
and probity. He lived in Ceilius\ 
time ; but died before that gram- 
marian began to write ; whence 
he is thought to have flourifiied 
under Adrian a?d Antoninus (8). 

. Appian, who wiote the Reman 
hiltory in Greek, was a native of 
Alexandria, plead :d feme time 
at Rome, and wa^ afterwards em- 
ployed by the empcrois to take 
carc^ of their private cllatci and 
^venues (y). lie lived in the 
• 

(7) y^Jf- kifl. Lat. e. 19. 

/ XVI. t. lu. /, xix f. ■*. t'\iJ. pj-t.Lat 
p. 35^. (i) 7. 

(3) Appian. in Syt . p. I! w 

ibid, ( (>J Pj)’ Crat. *. i*. < 


reigns of Trajan, Adrian, and 
Antoninus, and was wr.ting In 
the year 900. of Rome, the tenth 
of Adrian* i reign (il. His Ro 
man hillory is, properly fpcaking, 
a ieparate and diilinct hiltory of 
all the nations fubjccl to Pomr, 
from the earhefl times to the 
reign of Augnfluj, tho* be fome- 
times carries it down to the riihe 
of Adrian [i). He fpeaks of the 
deftruftion of Jerufalem under 
Adt tan, as happening in his tinipi 
(3). ijjs hillory ot the v/ar.-> ol 
Africa, Syria, Parthin, PontuS, 
Iberia, Spain, lUyiicttvi, and ol 
Hannibal and Mifhrtdates, V'ith 
five books of the civil wars, at 
which he wrote (even, have 
reached us ; and, befides, fome 
fragment* of fcveral other hillo- 
ries copied by M. Valois from 
tue coUedlions of CovRantine P(.r- 
phvrytnitus. He like wife wrote 
the hillory of the wars of Ju- 
diea, and of that which Ire; an 
,w^ged with the D-tciavs ^^41- 
Photius admires the elegance of 
his llilc ; but chiefly commend.-, 
him as an unbyaled wr.rer, and 
one who. in his accounts, aimci 
mollly at truth (51. He bor 
rowed many things of Pvlyhus 
and Plutarch^ whom he 
copies (D . Scali^rr is of opi- 
nion, tK.it many thing'", uviwof- 
thy of fo great an hiilunan , have 
been, b> the ignorant iranfcribers, 
iulerted into h:s hillory of Syria, 
His plan, which wa<5 to write 
the hillory ut Rosne, and of*all the 
• 

(S) Aii:,n:l l. \. zz. !.y. r. 4. 

./*. Ci. (9J ^^ppian.n. ^uij. 

{2.) Idtm, p. I. . 24. 

i&'d. p, lOi c ^7, (f, Bout, 

.13, 
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^4urelias 

i&ntoninas 


Roman B; KS* 

M. Aurelius is» by ail the antienta^ reckoned the beft 
prince that ever fwayed a fcep:re, and his rcjgn commonly 

lliled 


{provinces of the empire, was 
much admired by E^-vagnus (7). 
Callinicus Sutorius was a native 
of Petra in Arabia ; but fpent 
moll p^rt of his life at Athens, 
He wrote the hillory of Alexan- 
dria in ten books, quoted by St. 
Jerom (8), and publiflied fcveral 
other pieces on various fubjcdls 
(9). Some fragments in G^eek,* 
by one Callinicus^ publilhed by 
Leo Allatiust are aferibed by Vaf- 
JSus to Callinicus Sutorius (1). 
But JonJJius fuppofes (^allinicus 
Sutorius to have Bourilhed in the 
time of the emperor GalUenus^ 
to ^rhom, and not to Galen the 
celebrated phyfidan, he inlcnbed, 
in his opinion, one of his works 
(2). Calvijius Taurus is often 
mentioned by Aulus Geilttr, who 
went to hear him while he in* 
llrufted the Athenian youth in 
the principles of the Platonic phi- 
Idfophy (3). He was a native 
of Tyrcy according to Philojira- 
tus ; but, according to Suidas (4)1 
and Eufebius (5), of Berytus. He 
publilhed feveral works, one 
among the reft, Ihewing the dif- 
ference between the dodrine of 
Plato, and that of Arijloth, 
Aulus Gellius quotes a trcatile 
written by him on anger, and 
the firft book cf his comments 
upon Plato\ Gorgias (6). The 
fame writer commends him on 
account of his abftinence ; for 
he lived chiefly upon lentils (7). 
*Telephus, who inftrufted L, F ?rus 
in thcaGrrri tongue, was born 


in Pergnmus, and wrote a book , 
on the rl/ctoric of Homer ; another 
on the perfedl agreement bety^en 
that poet and Plato ; the lives of 
fuch poets as had wTitten come- 
dies or tragedies ; inftruftions on 
the choice of books ; a delcrip- 
tion of Pergamus, with thehiftory 
of its kings and laws ; an ac- 
count of the laws and cuftoms of 
Athens ; j^nd a colleflion of epi- 
thets s' 8 1- Claudim Maximus 
was by birth a Pyrian, and one 
of M. preceptors, whom 

he inftrudlcd in the principles of 
the Stoics. He publiHied fcveral 
philofophical pieces, anddifcourfes 
on the Platonic philofophy, which 
have reached our times, and are 
dcfcrvedly efteemed by the learn- 
ed. Some writers are of opinion, 
that he was conful in the year 
144. and afterwards proconful of 
Africa (9). We have already 
mentioned Apollonius the Stoic, 
who was another of M. Aurelius''^ 
preceptors, and whom that prince 
went frequently to hear, even 
after he was railed to the empire, 
Moft writers afcribe to him a 
work mentioned by Photius ; 
wherein the author gives an ac- 
count of illuftrious women, of 
fuch cfpccially as had applied 
themfelves to the ftudy of pbi- 
lofophy (i). Ptolemy^ the cele- 
brated afhologer and geographer, 
fiouriihed under Adrian and Att~ 
toninus. He made his laft aftro- 
nomical obfervation on a IVednef* 
day, the fccond of February, 


(7) 1. vi. €. 24- (8 > ^9) P \ *3^0- 

1) V(dj: hijt. Grac. /. ii. c. 13. (-•) Jonf L m. c. 9 - (s) AuL GcI.I. xviii. 

JO.' (4) Smd. p. 871. (5) EujcL :t: dror.. (6) Aut. Oe/.J.t. 

, 26. /. vi. c. 14. .(7) Idem, 1. xvii.c. B. Suid. p. S97. (9) Vi4, 

^ Eagi, p. 144. (I) "fvnf /. iii, c, 9. Phot, p, 161, Sponb.p, 53. 

tho 
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Ailed The goUen age f for he made good the faying which htfurnamed 
had borrowed^ of Plato^ and hid often in his mouth ; to wit, ^ he Phi- 
That ftates would be happy, when princes were philofophers P, lofophex. 


p Dio, 1. Ixxi. p. 8 ie, Jul. Cap. in M. Aur. p. 33 , 


threat 141. but, neverthelefs, 
Suidas fuppofes him to have lived 
to the reign of M. Aureliusy and 
gives us a catalogue of his works. 
His geography is greatly com- 
mended by the antients ; but we 
are told, that fame of the manu- 
feript copies of that work are 
very different from thg printed 
books (2]. Suidits writeSt that 
he was born in Alexandria ; but 
Pejjius maintains, that he was 
a Dative of Pelujiunty and fup- 
pofed to have been an Alexan^ 
driatty bccaufe he made his agro- 
nomical obfervations in that city 
(3). Sulpitius AfollinartSy a ce- 
lebrated grammarian, is often 
mentioned hf Aulus Gellius, who 
Teems to have entertained a great 
opinion of him (4). He left 
feme letters, and fome gram- 
matical writings; wherein he 
found fault with another gram- 
marian, by name C^fellius V in- 
dex (5). Some of his obferva- 
tions upon Terence !mvc reached 
our times (6). M. Cotnelim 
Fronto is extolled by the antients, 
as one of the bell orators of his 
age, and by ibme put upon the 
level with Cicero. Aulus Gellius 
tells us, that he never vihted 
him, which he did frequently 
while he was yet verj young, 
without profiting much by his 
lnllru£lions (7). In Adrians lime 
he p^ed for the moll eloquent 

(2) ViJ/". hiji. Grce^. 1. iv, r. 17. Cyp. 
ibid. (^4) yJuL CJ. !. iv. <■. 17. t 

I. vi. c. €. /. XX. c. 6. /. xiii. c. 19. 

(7) CclL /. u. i. z 6 . (8) 'Jui, Cap. 

(i) Siii. Li. rp>ft. i. L i\. cpiji 3. 

C tfiUpuft. i'll. (4) Sidt L 


orator of that age, and wa^ 
afterwards appointed by Antoni- 
nus to teach M, Aurelius and L. 
V erus the Latin eloquence. A/, 
Aurelius valued him above all 
his preceptors, caufed a Aatue to 
be ereflcd to him in Romey and 
honoured him with the confular 
dignity (8). St. Jerom ftiles him 
an illuArious orator (9) ; and 
Sidonius fpeaks of him as the 
author gf a particular kind of 
diction, more grave, and lels 
flourilhed, than that of the an- 
tient orators (i). He publi/hed 
fevcral harangues, one of which, 
againft PelopSy was highly eAeem« 
ed, and preferred to all the rcA 
( 2 \ Sojipater Charifius pub- 
lilhed fome letters of his, and 
other writings, on the propriety 
of words, in the collciSlion of 
authors, who have written on 
the Latin tongue (3). Sidonius 
commends one Leo, a man of 
great rank in the fifth century, 
for adopting the ftile of Frontc. 
from whom he was defeended (4). 
Wc read in Minutius FeliXy that 
one Fronto, a native of Cirtba 
in Nusnidta, pubhlhed fi<me dif- 
coiirfes agaiiill the Chrillian*-*. 
which were in great requeft about 
the beginning of the third cen- 
t»*ry(5)* Thcfe difeourfes are, 
by fome able ciiiics, afenbed to 
Ffonto the orator. 


d'fput. appcHf^ c. 16. (3) 

'.XIII, f. 17, Gfi. (i.) .'tui. GV.’. 

(6j P'.Je Cult if an, ir.\. 
in ^u^eL p. 2'. (y) Iher, {'.(i.i'Mi . 

(2) »V//. /. viii. ep, 1C. (?) t'.J, 

Mil- epsjlf 3% C5) Mn;. Fc! / .I'. 

He 
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He wad f of the Atmian family, which fome writers derive from 
His tx- Numa Porhpilius. However that be, it is cerjtatn, that hit 
traffimi great-grandfather Annius Ferus, originally of Suuuha^ a city 
prefer- ©JF Bectica in Spain^ was the firft fenator of the Annian fa- 

ments. mily, and afterwards created prator. His fon, who bore the 

fame name, was by Vejpajian raifed to the rank of a patrician, 
appointed governor of Rome^ and honoured twice with ,*hd 
confulftiip. He had three children, Annius Verus^ the fafhcr 
of M, AunVtus ; Annius Lihb^ wlio was conftil ; and Annid 
Galeria Fauftind^ who was married to the emperor Antoninus 
Piui. Annius Verus married Domitia Caivuld^^ Called alfo 
Lucilld^ the daughter of Calvijius Tullus^ who had been twice 
conful, and had by her M. Aurelius^ and a daughter named 
Anns a Corhifida. M. Aurelius was born in Rome^ during his 
grandfather’s fecond confulfhip, on the twenty-fixth of Aprils 
of the year 12 1. His firft name was Catiliu 's Severus^ that 
of his mother’s graneftather, who had been governor of Rotne^ 
and twice conful. tjpon the death of his father, who died 
in his prxtorfhip, he was adopted by his grandfather M. An^ 
ntus Verus ^ and took his name. The emperor Adrian ufed to 
call him M. Annius Verifftmus^ on account of his great fin-^ 
cerity ; and, under that nanne, "JuJiin the Martyr addreftes 
him in his fecond apology. When he was adopted by Antd^ 
ninusy he took the names of M, Mlius Aurelius VeruSj the 
name of Aurelius being peculiar to the family of Antoninut^ 
and that of Mlius to the family of Adrian ^ into which yfif- 
toninus had been adopted. Upon his acceftion to the empire, 
he left the name of Verus to L. Commodus^ his brother bjr 
adoption, and took for himfelf that of Antoninus \ but is 
generally diftinguiftied from his predecefTor, either by the prx- 
nomen of Marcus^ or the furname of Philofophus ; which 
was given him by the unanimous confent of hiftorians, and 
not by any public a£t or decree of the fenate 
HtyMuea^ He was from his tender years brought up by the emperoc 
tion^ Adrian^ whom Dio Cajftus calls his kinfman ^ That prince 
would have willingly adopted him, and named him for his 
fucceftbr ; but chofc in his room, as he was^then too youngs 
T. Antoninus^ who had married his aunt, obliging him to 
adopt his nephew ®. Annius Verusy his grandfather, com-^ 
snitted the care of his education, while he was vet an infant, 
to a matron, who lived in his houfe ; but M. AuriUus thanks 
the gods, that he was but a fhort while tinder her tuition ^ ; 
for Adriany taking him from his grandfather, brought him up 

^ Dio, 1 . Ixix. p. 797. JuL. Cap. in M. Aur. Justin, apol.ih 
Grut. p. 300. ^ Dio, ibid. * JuL, Cap. p. 23, 

l^uTROP. ^ M. Avr. de feip. L i. c. 14. 
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in the palace, employing the greateft men of that age to Jn- 
,flru 6 t him 19 every branbh of literature. He applied himfelf HisJIudUs 
to the ftudy of philofophy under the celebrated Ibphift Apol- and Itarn* 
lonius Sextus of Charonea^ Plutarch^ % nephew, Junius Rujit- i”g' 
cus^ Claudius Maximus^ Cinjia Catullus^ and Claudius Seve~ 
rus j to that of eloquence under Her odes AttiiuSy and M, Cor- 
ftHius Pronto ; and to the ftudy of the law under L, Volufius 
Metianus^ or, as foine ftile him, Macianus^ the moft learned 
civilian of that age. M. Aurelius is fa id to have excelled in 
all thefe branches of learning, and to have been one of the 
greateft orators, philofophers, and civilians, of his time. He 
delighted chiefly in the Itudy of philofophy, was thoroughly 
acquainted with the tenets and. principles of the different fedls, 
and, when he was^but tv^elve years old, entered himfelf 
among the philofoplicrs, wore their habit, and praffifed all 
their aufterities, lying on the ground, fafting, and abftaining 
from fcveral meats. He ftiewed, ever# after he was em/'cror, Hisre/peSi 
great refpe£t to thofe who had iiiftrutfted him, efpccialiy to 
Junius Rujiicus^ of whom we have fpoken in our notes ; 
tianfctdled nothing without his advice (for he was a perfon 
Well verfed in the arts both of peace and war) ; faluted him 
always before the captains of the guards ; raifed him twice to 
the confulftvp j and, after his death, prevailed upon the fciute 
to eredl him a ftatue. He fhewed no Icfs gratitude and \ ene- 
ration towards his other mafters, felting up in his clofct their 
images in gold, vifiting frequently their fepulcres, and adorn- 
ing them with crowns, vidims, and flowers. 

His great application to the fludv of philofophy, and the 
aufterities he pradifed, impairci^his health to fuel) a degree, auJU- 
that he becanie very weak and ii.fiim, ih(/ natuially of a 
robuft conftitution (P). As he ltd a very regular life, he 
lived, notwithftanding his bad healtli, almoft to the age 
ftxty, and performed great things, applying himfelf to the 
difpatch of bufinefs with more care and ailiduity, th;«i any 
of his prede<.cflbrs had done. He hdd an utter avcrfion to ail a^ver^ 
forts of fhews, (ports, and diverfioi^j being naturally grave 
and ferious ; but nuverthclefs appeared at them fometimes, 
tho’ very fcldom, tliai he might not fecin to condemn thofe 

® JuL. Cap. in M. Aur. M. Anto.s. I. i. c 3. 

^P)‘Yo ftrengthen his ftom ich, which was made up for hiai by 
greatly weakened by falling when one of his^ phydeians, named 
he was but a youth, he ufed to Demetrius, and, after his death, 
take every day fomc treacle, by the celebrated Galen ;6). 

( 6 ) Galen, prog, p, .;6o. de antidot. c. 2. Gf dc tbir, p, 4C7. 
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who frequented them. He ufed, while he wa& emperor, to 
read, write, or to talk to his miniflers about public affairs, 
during the whole time of the fports ; for which he was often 
raill&d by the populace, but defpifed their railleries When 
he was but fixteen, he made over his paternal eftate to his 
fifter, faying, that his grandfather’s eftate was enough for him. 
Adrian adopted Antoninus Piusy as we have related abo/e, 
upon condition, that he fhould adopt M. Aurelius y at that 
time eighteen years old, and L. Commodusy who was only in 
the feventh or eighth year of his age, but already Adrian's 
grandfon by adoption, being the fon of L. MUus Cafar. 
Thefe adoptions happened, in all likelihood, on the fame day 
that Antoninus wiis adopted, that is, on the twenty- fifth of 
February y of the year 139. M, Aurelius was fo far from 
being elated with his new dignity, thal, on the contrary, he 
could not help betraying great uneafinefs and concern, telling 
thofe, who came to (.ongratulate him upon his promotion, 
that they knew not how difficult and dangerous a thing it was 
to command. Adrian at the fame time appointed him quseftor 
for the enfuing year, tho’ he had not yet attained the age 
required by the laws of Rome for the difeharge of that dig- 
nity *. The fame prince had betrothed to him, when he 
was but fifteen, the daughter of L, Verus Cafar^, named, as 
IS commonly believed, Fabia ; and appointed, that Antoninus 
fhould give his daughter Annia Faujiina to young Lucius. 
But, upon the death of Adriany Antoninus propofed a match 
between his daughter and M. Aurcliusy who agreed to it, 
married her fome years after, and had a daughter by her in 
the year X72. the ninth of Aiitoninus's reign, named Luiillay 
who was married to L, Verus in 164, and afterwards to Pom- 
peianus (Q^). 

Antoninus having declared, a little before he died, M. 
Aurelius bis fucceiTor, and recommended to him the empire, 
and his daughter, in the prefence of the chief officers of the 
court, tlie fenate, as foon as he expired, obliged M. Aurelius ^ 


JuL. Cap. p. Z3. * Idem, p. 24. 


( He had fevcral other 
daughters by her, of whom three 
were itill alive in the year 193. 
and one was put to death by Ca- 
racalla in 212. Anfia Fauftina 
brought him likcwife feveral Tons, 
to wit, Commoduj, who was af- 


terwards emperor, Antoninus Ge* 
minus ^ Senserus^ or rather Verus ^ 
ftiled on fome medals Annins Ve- 
rus, 7". Aurelius Antonivu^, and 
T, ^lius Aurelius » Commotius^ 
and Antoninus Geminus were twins 


f y'S yul. Cap. in Jlur, ^ in L. Ver. p. 39. H tattan. /, i. p, 46. 6* /# iv. p. 54.6. 
( 7 r.tr p. *52. p‘ *So, 
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fays the author of his life, to accept the fovcreignty, and take 
Upon him the management of affairs, without fo much as 
mentioning Z. FerVs^ who was iikcwifc the fon of Anioninus 
by adoption, but very different in his temper and condu^ 
both from his father .and brother, being intirely abandoned to 
all manner of debauchery, and more inclined to tread in the 
fodlllirps of Nero and Caligula^ than to imitate the virtues of 
jT. Antoninus and M, AurAlits Y, Antoninus^ who was well 
acquainted with his temper, had never inverted him with any 
p>wer, nor even conferred upon him the title of Ceefar, 

H ^w*ver, M* Aurelius immediately declared him not only He taies 
but Augujius^ and his partner in the fovereign power ; L. Verus 
fo that Rome faw herfelf the^'for the lirft time governed by 
two fovereigns at onpe. As they were at the fame time con- 
fuls, this year, the i6^(l of the Chriftian sera, is dirtingmfbed 
jn the pyii-t and inf nptions, by the confulate of the two 
AnguJiL This adlion of Afarcus AurcPlus is cried up by Ari- 
Jiidci as the greatert, and the mart heroic and magnanimous, 
that is recorded in hirtory of any prince In railing Lucius 
to the empire, he gave him the name of Verus ; fo that he 
was thenceforth n imed I.ucius Verusy inftcad of Lucius Comz 
nindh ’^ : he added tliar ot Antoninus^ which he afl’umed hini- 
hdi 5 whente he is Hiled, in mofl airtient mfcrlptions, AL 
Aurelius Antoninus The two emperors went together from 
tiie fenale to the camp of the pu'etorian guards, where they 
jmimifed the fuldiers u bounty of twenty iboufand Itrterces, 
yl/. Aurelius fpcakii.g for both. 'They performed afterwards, 
with great pomp, the funeral of* their deceafed father, caufed 
h.m to be ranked among the gcris, and inftituted a new col- 
lege of pr lefts, called Aurcltani (from the name of his family), 
or Ameiian piiefts. 'I'hey both govern jd with great mildnefs hath 
and unity, Lucius behaving hinifelf rather as Aurelius*^ lieu- 
tenant, than his paitncr in the fovercignty. Their admini- 
ftration was fuch, that no one had occafiun to regret the lofs mildnefs 
of Antoninusy whofe meafures were purfued by both princes, andunani^ 
Tlut their union might be the more lafting, M. Aurelius mity^ 
betrothed his daughter Lucilla to Z. Veru: ; unJ, rn that 
occafion, both prineft added a great i.umbtT of i hjidren to 
iliofe, who were fupphed with cum at the public expence ^ 

But the tranquiihiy and happinef?, which /if and i\\t Mmny ca* 
v/holg empire enjuved under the tw'o fovereigns, was loon ietmities^ 
interrupted by a dreadful inundation of the '‘fibiry tvhich buppentn 
happened in the beginning of tl.e following year, when Rujii- bigm- 

y JuL. Cap. in M. Ahr. p. 25. &inVer. p. 36. * Arist. 

orac. xvi, p. 421, * Vide Goexz. p. 34. *• Jvl, Cap. 
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cu$ and Jquilinus were confuls, overturned many private 
houfes and public buildings in the city, carrietl away great 
numbers of people- and cattle, and laid under water the neigh- 
bouring country to a great diftance. This inundation waS 
followed by earthquakes, conflagrations in feveral provinces, ' 
and a general infection of the air, which produced an inlt|«tc 
number of infc<Els, that deflroyed what the flood had fpared, 
and occafloned a famine in Rome» Thcfe calamities were in 
great meafure allayed by the care and prefence of the two 
emperors, who, at their own expence, fupplied the diftrefled 
citv with corn, and made good the loflcs fuflained by parti- 
culars At the fame time the Parthian war broke out, the 
Catti made irruptions into Germany Rhatia^ and the 
Britons began to revolt. Againft t^pe'Iatter was difpatchcd 
Calpuniius y^gricola^ and jtujidius Vi^ormus againft the Catti : 
but it was thought proper, that L. Verus fliould march in per- 
fon againft the Parthians^ while M. Aurelius continued at 
Romsy where his prefence was judged ncceflary. The good 
emperor was not difpleafed to have fuch a fpccious pretence 
of removing his collegue from Ro?tic^ hoping that a warlike 
life would give him a diftafte to the idle amufements and de- 
baucheries of the tqwn : but he was therein greatly difap- 
pointed, as w’e fha 11 fee hereafter What fuccefs attended 
Agricola and VUiorinusy we are no- where told. All we know 
ot the wars with thefe nations is, that Diclius Julianusy who 
reigned after Periinnxy is faid to have overcome the Chauciy 
and likewife the Caitiy who had made inroads into the Ro- 
nan dominions. 1 he war in Britain muft have likewife 
lafted a long time ; for it was not ended eight years after, 
when that ot the Alarcomanni broke out 
^ As for the Partlnansy they had at this time for their king 
I'ologefeSy probably the fon of CofrhoeSy who reigned in the 
times of Trajan and Adrian. Antoninus had refufed to reftore 
to him the golden throne, which had been feized by Adrian. 
This perhaps occafioncd the war ; for, before Antoninus died, 
the Parthian had made vaft preparations, and, foon after his 
death, appeared in the field at the head of a forihidable army 
Great difturbances, ot which we find but a very confufed 
account in theantienis, happened likewife at this time in Ar- 
menia y raifcd, in all likelihood, and fomented, by the king of 
far thians. Schemas king of Armenia was driven from 
the throne, and the king of the Henochiiy a people dwelling 
between the Cajpian and Euxine leas, was killed by a petty 

* ftTi.. Cap. p. 2c. Idem in Ver. p. 37. * Spart. 

in Julian, p 6a. Arist. orat. jx. p. no: Jul. Cap. in 
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prince, nampu Tiridatei^ who was afterwards taken prifoner 
by the Romans^ and by At, Aurelius confined to Britain 
Severinus^ a native of Gaul^ and governor of Cappadocia^ A nvhoU 
having entered Anncnia at the head of feveral legions, was Roman 
there attacked by the Parthiam near a place called EUgia^ 
ar^l cut off with all his men : we are told, that not a fingle h 
perfon of the whole army efcaped the general flaughter. Dio ^^r^hians. 
CaJJius aferibes this vidlory to l^ologejes ; but he obtained it 
by OfrhoeSy or, as Lucian calls him, Othryadcs^ who com- 
manded the army, and was, in all likelihood, fome prince of 
the royal family of Parthia,^ on whom Vologefes dcfigned to 
beftow the crown of Armenia^. 

VoLOGEsis, dated with this vi£lory, entered Syria at Vologefes 
the head of a very ntiiperous army, committing dreadful ra- king of the 
vages both in that province, and in Cappadocia,^ which he Parthians 
liktwife invaded, after having put t(^ flight Attidius Come- ^^^^^des 
liauus^ who commanded in Syria, Againlt fo formidable an 
cjiemy, it was judged proper, that one of the emperors fhould 
march in perfon 5 and accordingly L, Verus let out from L. Verus 
Rome this year for Syria, M, Aurelius accompanied him 
far as Copua^ whence he W'as fcaice returned to Rome^ when ^je Eaf. 
news were brought him, that his coll€;gue had been feized at 
Canofa vvitTi a violent diflcmpcr, occafioned by the debauch- 
cries and diforders to which he had abandoned himfelf on the 
road : for the luxurious prince, inftead of purfuing his march ^ ^ 
with all pofliblc expedition, and haftening to fave Syria y which 
was over-run by the ParthianSy and ready to revolt from 
RomCy flopped in all the cities through which he pafled, 
rpchding his time in banquets *and revels, and plunging him- 
feJf into the molt infamous debauclieiies. Upon the news of 
his illiicfs, M, Aurelius caufed vows and facrifices to be offered 
for bis recovery, and took a fecond journey to fee him. When 
he began to recover, A 4 , Aurelius returned to Rome ; and 
L, P'lrus foon after purfued his journey, palling over into 
Gireccy and from thence into AfiUy Pamphjlitiy and Cilicia, 

As he flopped m every place tliat could afford him any kind He ahan- 
of diverfion, he anived, when the year w'as already far fpsnt, dons bim- 
in Syiia ; and, choofing Antioch for the place of his reridence,^^^^ ^l^ 
abjndoiud himfelf iheie to all manner of lew^dnefs and manner of 
bauchcry, while the officers, who commanded under him, 
carrtv-'d on the war. rhefc were Statius PrifeuSy Avidius ^"d/ufets 
Va/fius^t Atariius Vernsy Satio hinuSy FrontOy and TaiianuSy 
all pcifons o^ ^rcat experience, and generally efteemed 
bell commanders of that age. As for the emperor Pernsy he 


g Dio, I. Ixxi. p. S02. 
f, 347. Dio, p. 802, 


^ Lucian, pfeud. p. 4'?5. Sc hill. 
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was fo taken up with his plcafures and diverfions, that, tho* 
the war lailed four years, he never once appeared at the head 
of his, army, which confided of the flower of the Roman 
troops ; but wallowed in all manner of lewdnefs at J/itioch, 
Daphne^ and Laodicea^ while his officers were fignalizing 
thcmfelves in the field All we know of this war is, that 
many great exploits were performed in Armenia^ Syna^ Me- 
fopGtainia^ Media^ and upon the banks of the Tigris ; that 
the Romans befieged EdeJJa in the province of Ofrlmne^ and 
gamed many fignal vidories ‘ ; that Ofrhoes was once forced 
Par- to fave hlmfelf by fwimming crofs the Tigris 5 that the Par- 
thians thians received a dreadful overj^hrow at Europa^ a city of 
over- SyriOy on the Euphrates^ a little 'below ^eugma^ ; and tliat 
ibrowtu in the end, Ofrhoes^ who commanded the Parthian troops, 
having loft his army, was obliged to conceal hlmfelf in a 
cave o (R). 

While L.P'erus wallowed in all forts of plcafures at An- 
tioch ^ M* Aurelius made it his whole ftudy to reform, by his 
example, and feveral wholfome laws, the manners ol the 
Romans^ to redrefs abufes, to reward the virtuous, and re- 
Rome claim, rather by gentle means than feverity, the vicious. The 
happy people enjoyed, under bis mild adminiftration, all the blcflings 
under M. ©f liberty ; and were truly no lefs free, than their anceftors had 
At^relius. jn the beft times of the republic. He paid a greater 
deference to the fenate than Antoninus himfclf had ever dvinc, 
referring to them the decifion of fuch caufes as belonged to 
his own tribunal, and undertaking nothing without their ad- 
vice j to which he readily fubmitied, faying, “It was more 
“ reafonable for him to follow the advice of fo many wife 

men, than for fo many wife men to follow his.** He never 
failed attending the fenate, delivering his opinion there like 
His cle- a private fonator. He admiiiiftrcd julticc in perfon with great 
mency affiduity and impartiality ; heard with patience fuih as com- 

good- plained of his minifters ; and endeavoured, fo far as was con- 

nature, fiftent with cqnitv, to difmifs no one from his prefence difi'a- 
tisfied. He fuftered no criminal to be condemned, or executed, 

* Jut.. Cap. in M Aur. p. 26 in Ver. p. 37. PnnoiT. foph. 
27. Dici, in excerpt. Val. p. 775. & 1 Ixxi. p. 802. Lv- 

CiAN. hift. p. 362. * Idem, p. 358. Idem, p. 356. 

“ Idem, p. 36^. ® Idem, p. 356, 

(R) Lucian^ who wrote about thoufand of the enemy were 
this tune, is not afhained to tell killed ; and that the Romans loft 
ux, that, in the above-mentioned only two men, and bad but nine 
battle, three hundred and feventy wounded [8]. 


(?) Luch.. 357 . 
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till he had examined with great care and attention the charge, 
and heard what the perfon accufed could allege in his defence* 

He was naturally inclined to mercy ; but neverthelefs puniihed 
fuch as were guilty of any enormous crime with the utmoft 
rigour. However, we have innumerable inftances of his cle- 
mency, and very few of his feverity (S), 

The following year L. Mlianusy or Laltanusy and Pajior^ Artaxata 
being confuls, Statius Prifcus made himfelf matter of Ar- h 
taxata^ and a place called Tlse new city^ which foon became, 
fays Dio Cajftus^ the firft city of Armenia. Prifcus being 
foon aftjcr fcnt againtt the Parthiansy Martius Verus took 
upon him the command of the troops in Armenia ; and partly 
by force, partly by^is wifd conduct, and obliging behaviour, 
prevailed upon Armenians to fubmit to the KomanSy and Armenia 
to reftore Sohemus to the throne, who, being driven out by reduceel. 
Vologefesy had rcfided fome time at Barney and had been there 
created fenator, and honoured with the confulfliip On 
feveral medals of this year mention is made of the redudlion 
of Armenia by FeruSy who, in fome inferiptions, is faid to 
have given a king to Armenia «j. Tho’ he had no (hare, as 
we have related above, in that conqueft ; yet the fenate di» 
ftinguilhcil both him and M. Aureliunwith the title of Arme^ 
niacusy and both afllimed this year that of impn aior r, no 
doubt, for the redu 61 ion of Armenia. 

The following year, when Macrinim and Cdfus were M Aurc- 
confuls, M. Aurelius fent his daughter Lucilla into Syria^ to 
be married there to L. Ferns y to whom (he had been for fome 
time betrothed. She was attgndeJ by her fifter Cornificiay by 
Civica Pompeia7suSy uncle to L. Verus by the father, and by 
many other perfons cf diftindlion, M. Aurelius would have 
willingly accompanied hci in perfon into the Kail ; but parted 
with her at Brundufiumy and returned to Rome, that he might 
not feem to alfume to himfelf the glory of finifhing the Par- 
thian war *. The next year, the fourth of AI. Aurelius*^ 
reign, Gavius Orfiius and L. Arrius Puclens being confuls, 

^ Dio, p. 804. . ** Occo, p. 302, 303, ■■ Occo, 

Ibid. • JuL. Cap. p. 26. 

(S) Aurelius Fi^or tells us, of great learning, and extraor- 
thJt he obliged the inhabitants dinaryaccompli(hinents(^). They 
*of Ntccca to fend yearly loRome continued to pay this tribute to 
a certain quantity of corn, for the tune of Conjtantincy by whom 
having beaten one of their citi- it was remitted. 

S^ens, by name Hipparchus y a man 


(rf) VIcl. in ConJ}ant, Atifid. or.it. ix. Dii, p. "^4. Cap. /•' 

Aur. p. 26 . 
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Vclogefes, having attacked the Romans at the hea4 of a very 
7 he Par- numerous army, was utterly defeated by CaJJius ; who, pur- 
thians ut~ fusng the advantages of his vidlory, advanced to Ctefiphon^ 
terly de- took* that city, and laid the palace of the Parthian monarchs 
feated hy afhes. He likewife made himfelf mafter of Edejfa^ of 
Caflius, Babylon, and all Media . The city of Seleucia on the Tigris 
opened its gates to him, and received the Romans as friends ; 
V but neverthtlefs Cajftus ordered the inhabitants, to the number 
^ of four hundred thoufand fouls, to be inhumanly maflacred. 
Year of utterly demolifhed (T). On his return, 

the flood great numbers of his men, who died of diftempers, 

2515. perifhed for want of provifions ^ For thefe fuccelTts the 
Of Chrift f<^nate beflowed on L, Veriis, tlio’‘he had never ftirred from 
167. Antioch, the glorious title of The cohqvcrtfr of the Parthians 
Of Rome ond Medes, as appears from feveral antic iit inferiptions and 
915. medals of this and the blowing year ” (U). T he war being 
ended, Lucius Verus appointed kings over the foreign nations 
which had fubmitted to Rome ; and left the fenators, who had 
attended him, governors ot the P^oman provinces (W), 

* Dio, p. 802. Lucian, hifl. p. 358. Ammian. 1 . xxiii, 

® Occo, p. 283, Birao. p. 218. 236. 

(T) Some writers aferibe this tife on the manner of writing 
calamity to the treachery of the hiftory (3). 

inhabitants ; others to the cruelty (W) M. Autelius had fent 
of CaJ/ius^ who thus retaliated Annius Liho^ his coufin-german, 
upon the Parthians the dreadful into Syria^ to govern that pro- 
flaughters, which the Romans had vince in quality of lieutenant, 
in former times f, Tcred from while L. Verus refided there : 
them. but he dying fuddenly, L. Verus, 

(U) Of this war the antients upon his leaving Syria, appointed 

give us no farther account ; but Crr/onius VeSiliunus governor of 
from Rufus Fefus (1), and Dio that province in his room. Libo 
CaJ/ius {%), it appears, that, to- was faid to have been poifon* 
wards the end of the reign of cd by Verus, not able to bear 
Commodus, the provinces of Of with his haughty and imperious 
rhoene and Adiahene, wdth the temper. But Antohinus gave no 
city of Ni/ibis in Mefopotamia, credit to that report ; nay, at 
werefubjetUo Many the requeil of Verus, he fuffered 

hiltorians immediately pub- Agaclytes, one of his ^llegue's 
liflied accounts of this war ; but freedmen, to marry widew, 
were giAlty, it feems, of con- and even aflilled at the nuptial- 
fiderablemiitakes;whicbprompt- ceremonies, tho’ no-way pleafed 
ed Lucian to compofe his trea- with the marriage (4]. 

(r) Fiji, f, (2) Diti, /. licxv. p. 848. Lucian, dehifi^ 

f* 347 * (4) w Aur, p, 22. Gf Vtr. />. 38. 

Thr 
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The next jfear, Servilius Pudens and L. Fufidius PoUh L. Verus 
being confuls, L* Verus returned to Rome^ which he entered returns to 
in triumph with AI, Aurelluty who took his children with Rome, 
him in the triumphal chariot. The title of Parthicus was ^ri- 
given by the fenate to both emperors, and both alfumed 

J^athcr of their country^ which -M, Aurelius had declined 
till the return of his brother. L. Verus^ after his triumph, 
begged, that the title of Cerfar might he conferred on the 
two Ions of Mn Aurelius^ to wit, Commodus and Anntvs Verus ; 
who accordingly received it on the twelfth of October ^ of 
this year. The return of L, Verus proved fatal, we may ^ dread- 
fay, to the whole world ; for he carried the plague into allA^ plague 
the provinces through which fie pafled ; fo that the infcdlion 
not only fpread thjftu^gh Italy ^ but extended to the moft 
diftant countries that were fubje£l to, or had any communi- 
cation with Romc^ or the Romans (X)^ AI, Aurelius caufed . 
fuch of the common people as died, to be buried at his own^^^^”^* 
expence ; and cnadted, on that occafion, fomc laws concern- 
ing burials and fcpulcics, which were ftill in force in Dio- 
clejian^s time 'Fhe pUgue was followed by a dreadful fa- i^fol- 
mine, by earthquakes, inviiidatlons, and other calamities, lotted by 
the fame nine the Marcemanvi^ one.of the moft warlike " 
nations in Germany^ invaded tlie empiie, having lirft drawn 
into their alliance all the barbarous nations which bordered 
on the dominions, from Gaul to lllyricum ; to wit, the “ 

Narifci^ the Hennonduriy the l^eadiy the Siicviansy the Sar^ 

JuL. Cap. in M. Aur. Oros. 1 vii. c. 15. 


(X) We are told by Ammianm 
Marcellinus, that ihis* plague frit 
broke out at SeUuda^ where the 
foldier?, pillaging the temple of 
Apollo t found a little golden cofi'or 
under-ground, which, upon their 
opening it, caft out fucii n pelU- 
lential air, as immediately in- 
fefted the neighbouring country, 
and foon fpread into moll parts 
of the world (5) ; but thole, who 
wroD^ at this very time, and be- 
fore the infcAion reached the 
province*! of the Roman empire, 
allure us, that it began in Ethi- 
cpitty and was thence earned into 


Egypt, and from Egypt into the 
country of the Parthianj, where 
it infedled L. l^erus\ army (6). 
Be that as it will, it wa^ with- 
out all doubt, brought into Italy 
by the troops, which had been 
employed agair.ft the PnrthianSy 
and made a dreadful havock in 
all the provinces of the empire, 
raging with great violence for 
fome years, efpecially in Italy, 
and at Rome, where it carried ofF 
many thoufanJs, and, anidhg the 
rell, great numbers of iliullrious 
perfons. 


(;) A'V.mun, /. xxii*. p 251. 255, (6) Lucian, dt hJl p. 355. 
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mstians^ the ViSfovales^ Roxofarti^ Bajierna^ Cojldhocbi^ Alani^ 
Vandalty lazyges^ and fcveral other nations. 

This war, which, by the hiftorians of thofe times, is 
called one of ti>e grcatefl: wars Rome ,ever fuftained, was 
kindled while the flower of the Roman troops were yet em- 
ployed in the Kaff againft the Parthians ; but fufpended for 
fome time by the addrefs of the commanders on the frontiers, 
that Ro7ne might not be at the fame time engaged in two 
Warmth fuch dreadful wars, '^rhe affairs of the Eaft were no fooner 


the Mar- 
comanni. 
Year of 
the flood 
2516. 
Of Chr. 
168. 

Of Rome 
916. 

Both em- 
perors fei 
out from 
Rome. 


fettled, and Z. Verus returned to Rome^ than M* Aurelius 
acquainted the fenate, that a war with the Marcomanni was 
inevitable, and of fuch confequence, that it required the 
prefence of both emperors ; for Aurelius did not care to 
commit the whole management of ih€ war to P'eruSy judging 
him unfit to carry it on with Aiccefs ; and was, on the other 
hand, unwilling to lea<,e him at Rome^ where he began to be 
da ily more and more defpifed, on account of his enormous 
debaucheries. The fenate approved his propofal ; fo that 
both emperors, after having offered an infinite number of 
facrifices, and implored, by all forts of ceremonies, both 
foreign and Roman^ the protedfion of the gods, left Rome 
about the clofe of the yeai, in their military apparel, and 
haftened to Aquilcta^ tom^ke the neccflary preparations there 
for taking the field early in the fpring 

The next confuls were the emperor LxVerus the third 
time, and Al, ^uadratus^ nephew to the emperor Antoninus 


Pius. Early in the fpring the two emperors took the field, 
and their approach ftruck thf* enemy with fuch terror, tiiac 
they jepafl'cd the Danube^ and even put to death the authors 
and promoters of the war. I'he ^uadiy wbofe king was 
dead, promifed not to crown the perfon whom they had 


chofen in his room, without the confent and approbation 
7%e Mar- of the emperors. Moft of the nations, who had taken arms, 
comanni difpatchcd ernbafTidors either to the emperors, or their generals, 
and other jq make their fubmillions, arid afk pardon for having diflurbed 
German peace of the empire. Hereupon J'eruSy who had left the 
nations fue of the city much againfl his will, and panted after 

for peace ; returning immediately to Rme ; but Af. Au- 

relius^ fufpe£t]ng the fincerity of the barbarians, continued 
fome time at Aquikia^ fortifying that place with new wo/ks ; 
and then pafled, together with Perus^ the neighbouring AJps^-^ 
provided with greatKrare for the fafety of Italy and Illjrlcum ; 
and returned to Rome about the end of this year ' . The 
following year, Apronianus and Paulus being conluls the fc- 


JuL. Cap. in M. Aur. p. 28. & 39. ^ Dro, p 8c8. 

JcL. Cat. in Aur. p, z8. 
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cond time, the war Teems to have broken out anew ; for it 
appears from feveral antient infcriptions, that both princes 
tpok this year the title of imperator ; which was never done, 

. but on occafion of fome victory * : and in the chronicle of 
Eufebius we read, that the Romans gained this year a fignal 
vi6k)ry over the Marcomanni^ ^iadi^ Sarmatians^ and Da- 
cians ». The next year, in the confulate of Sojius Prifcus 
and P. Ceelius Apollinaris^ the Germans^ notwithltanding their hut nnevk 
late defeat, renewed the war with more vigour than ever ; the ^ar 
infomuch that both emperors left Rome in the depth of the nxjithgreat 
winter, and returned to Aquiletay with a defign to attack wjfMtr. 
the barbarians early in ^he Tpring ; but the plague beginning Year of 
to rage there with gjeat violence, they thought it advifcable the flood 
to leave the place, rfndohaften back to the metropolis. As ^5*9*. 
they were on the road in the fame coach, L. Verus was feized ^-hrift 
with an apoplexy near Altimm. M- Auiclius caufed him to 
be immediately taken out of the coach, and blooded ; by ^ 
which means he brought him alive to Altinuniy where he lay 
three days fpeechlofs, and then died, after having lived thirty- ^ Verus 
nine years, and reigned eight, and Tome months h. M, Au- Aies. 
relius conveyed his body to Rome ; caufed it to be interred 
with extraoiiinary pomp by that of hi^ father £. Cafar^ in 
the maufoleum of Adrian ; prevailed upon the fenate, not- 
withftanding the hatred they bore him, to rank him among 
the gods i appointed him priefts, facrifices, ^c, and took 
particular care qf all his relations, nay, even of his wicked 
and debauched freedmen, whom, however, he removed from 
the court, retaining only one of.that herd, by name Ede^usy 
who afterwards murdered his fon ComincduSy as we (hall re- 
late hereafter. 

L. V£in;s was a prince intirely abandoned to all manner His cha^ 
pf lewdnefs and debauchery, paffing bis whole time in revels radtr, 
and banquets, and often fcouring the ftreets in the night-time, 
as Nero had formerly done, and committing great diforders in 
the public-houfcs and ftewr, which he ufed to frequent ia 
difguife, and mix with the mob, by whom be w’as often 
roughly handled. Dicing his four years Hay in i:yriay he 
was" fo taken up with pleafures, and lewd amours, that he W’as 
with difficulty prevailed upon by his officers to maich twice 
to the banks of the EuphateSy whence he haflened back ta 
DaplTity one of the fuburbs of Antiochy a place fo infaftious 
ff»r all manner of lewdnefs, that to live af 'tet the manner of 
Daphne, was become a proverb to expufs the moH difiblute 


* Occo, p. 285. & 3Cg. • Evstu cliron. p. 136. 

^ JuL. Cap. in M. Aur. p, 28. ^ in Vcr. p 39. Gal^n. prog. 
%. lii. p. 459. 
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and luxurious way of living ; and that all, who had any re- 
Htj de- gard to their reputation, avoided appearing there. In that 
hauch- place Verm abandoned himfelf, without reftraint, to all forts 
abominations, while his generals were carrying on the war 
againft the Partbians^ and their allies ; which gave occafion 
quetjj &c. many fevere lampoons, the Antiochians being greatly ad- 
di£led to fatire. But Verus preferred his pleafures to his repu- 
tation : he brought with hirh out of Syria a great number of 
comedians, players, buffoons, lAc. and palled moft of his 
time in their company. Soon after his return to Rome^ he is 
faid to have fpent atone entertainment fix millions of feftcrces ; 
for he prefented each of the guefts, who were twelve in num- 
ber, with crowns of gold, ana with all the gold and filver 
plate, great part of which was fet W'th' jewels, wliich they 
had made ufe of during the banquet, and likewife with 
golden boxes filled with .precious ointments ; and, at their 
parting, he gave to each of them a chariot, and mules richly 
caparifoned, to carry them home. He turned the court, fays 
the writer nf liis life, into a tavern ; for, after he had fupped 
with AuteliuSy he ufed to withdraw to his own company, 
and pafs the whole n’ght in drinking with his debauched com- 
panions, and lewd women. ^ 

His ford- He was fo fond of an horfe named Celery or the Szuijty 
ne/s for an that he ere<Slcd a fiatiic to him in gold, fed him with raiiins 
horfe, and almonds, covered him with purple, ordered him to be 
kept in a room of the palace, and, wdicn he died, ere^lcd 
a ifately monument to him on the Vaiican. He fuft'ered his 
flaves to be as free with him at all times, as thty v/cre w’lth 
their mafttr*^, according to the Roman cuftom, during the 
feall of Saturn j and was intircly governed by them, his freed- 
nien, and his concubines. He built a magnificent villa on 
the Clodion w’ay, and there fpent moft of his time in reveling 
with his fitedmcn, and fuch women as were infamous for 
their lewdnefs. He once invited thither M, Aurelius^ who 
complied wdth his invitation, and flayed five days with him, 
hoping to reclaim him from his vices by the example of his 
regular and blamclefs condudl ; but, finding hd was not to 
be reclaimed, the good emperor bore with him patiently, 
diflembled his difordt^is, concealed them as much as lay in his 
power, and even endeavoured to excufe them. However, it 
was privately whifpered abroad, that Vetush horrible extcfl’es, 
and his arbitrary manner of proceeding after his return from 
the Eaft, occafioned a niifundcrflancJing between him and 
A/. AurcUu^y who was thought to have intimated in his fpecch 
to the fenate, that he was not much grieved for the death of 
his collcguc, which enabled In’m to do good to all without 
contioul or rcftiainti nay, as the beft of princes are often 
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malicioufly cenfured, M» Aurelius was faid to have delivered M. Aure- 
himfelf from fo troublefomc a collegue, either by poifon, orhus/j/a/if 
by ordeiing bis phyficun Pofidippus to let him blood unfeafoB- h 
ablyc(Y). 

M. Aurelius, now delivered from fo vicious and trouble- 
fome a partner, made it his whole lludy to oblige all with his ^ 
engaging behaviour, and unbounded generofity. He feemed * 
to excel not only his predecefTors, but even himfelf, govern- 
ing with fuch moderation and inildiicfs, as can hardly be ex- 
prefled I'he neceffary preparations for the war with the M. Aurc- 
Marcomanni ingrofled at this time his whole care and at- lias /re- 
tention. His lieutenants gained, it feems, fome advantages /am y^r 
over that formidable enemy* in the very beginning of the 
enfuing year, whil|» M, Cornelius Ccthcgus and C, Erucius 
Claras were confuls ; %r, foon after the death of L» Verits^ Marco- 
and before the twenty-fifth of February^ of this year, he took "“^'i**** 
upon him the title of mperator^ as appears from fcveral me- 
dals and inferiptions tfowever, the Alarcttnamii foon re- 
fumed their courage, and, falling upon Vindex^ captain of 
the guards, cut botn him and moft of his men in pieces 
After this victory, they approached the Reman teiritories, 
where they were met by the flower of the troops of the 
empire. Hereupon a bloody battle enfRcd, which lafted many ^be Ro- 
iiours, both the Rofnahi and barbaii in'^ fighting wdth incrc- mans /f?- 
dible courage and refolution i but at length the Ronuins 
utterly deleated, and put to flight, after having loft near 

jLiught:: . 

^ J;tt Cap. p. 2S — ;,4 . Idem, p. 29. Eutrop. 

’ BikA^ p, 221. * Ixxi. p. 803. 

(Y) DioCaJfius anions might deferve '9). Onir 

to bdievc, mat M Auniius fuch fratricides as Ctfr^cW/./, and 
thought It expedient to prevent, perfons guilty of the molt cnor- 
by th.it means, from raifing mous crimes, can entertain fuch 
diiturbances in the flate ^7) ; for thoughts of Aurelius (1). Some 
he is faid to have formed a con- charged the emprefs Faujiina with 
fpiracy, with a dcfign to murder his death, as if ihe had poifoned 
M. Aurelius i and reign alone (8). him for having difeovered to his 
But it is a crime, fay otlier liilto* wife bis inceiluous converfation 
rians, to imagine, tJiat fuch a ivith her. Others fafd, that he 
prince as M. AureLus, to whom was poifoned by his wife Lucilla^ 
ilatlery itfelf has never equaled jealous of the great paflion he 
«ny other, would by any means had for his own fitter* Fahia^ 
contribute to the death of his whoie po’h'er fhe could not brook 
brother, whatever his life and (2). > ^ 

(7) DiCy p. 80s. fS) VhiLfi. foph. 27. /. 548. yu/. C'tp. 

in l^cr.p. 3y. (i) U.raJtjn, /. iv. /■ 645. Aur. ' Iz') Ju.'. 

Ctf/, 

twenty 

# 
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, t^xrenty thoufand men. The Marcomami purfued the fugi- 
tives to the very walls of Aquileh ; which city they had taken» 
had not the Roman generals rallied their men with great (kill 
and condud. The barbarians entered Italy itfeif, deftroying 
all with fire and fword, and committing every-where moft 
dreadful devaftations €. The news of this fatal overthrow 
filled Rome with terror and confternation. As the plagbe^ 
which flill raged in moil provinces of the empire, had greatly 
weakened the army, flaves^ gladiators, and even the banditti 
of 'Dalmatia and Dardania^ were admitted among the troops^ 
Befides, M. Aurelius prevailed upon fome mercenary Germans 
to ferve againil their countrymen. 

Thus a coniiderable army was foon raifed ; but, as money 
was wanting to pay them, and "defray the other charges of 
fo dangerous a war^ the good-natured emperor, not being 
able to prevail upon himfelf to burden his people with new 
M. Aure- taxes, expofed to public: fale the furniture of the palace, the 
ViOi&felb gold and filver plate, all the valuable pictures and ilatues be- 
iheplate^ longing to the crown, and even his wife’s rich garments em- 
Jewels^ broidered with gold, and a curious collcdlion of pearls, v/hich 
rich ^^rian had purchafed during his long progrefs through the 
furniture provinces of the empire, and lodged in a particular cabinet, 
y called Adrian^ cabinets The fale lalled two months, and 

d^f^a the immenle fum, as enabled the emperor to re- 

aharges people this year, when provifions were very dear, with 

the warf extraor4inary largefs ; to defray the charges of a five years 
expenfive war ; and to buy back, when the war was ended, 
part of what he had fold, allowing however the buyers full 
liberty to keep their purchafo, or return them, and take 
their money again When he was upon the point of felting 
out from Ro?ne^ he married his daughter Lucilla^ the widow 
of L. Verus^ to Claudius Pompeianus^ who was originally of 
Antioch^ and the fon of a private Roman knight, but a perfon 
of extraordinary merit, and famed for his wifdom and inte- 
grity, which M, Aurelius ever preferred to wealth and no- 
bility * (Zj. However, ncithe- Lucilla herfelf, nor her mo- 

B Dio, 1 . Ixxi. p. 803. & Lucian, pfeud. p. 493. Jul. 

Cap. in Aur. p. 29. Eutrop. & Birao. p. 221. * Lamp. 

in Comm. p. 48. Herodian. 1 . i. p. 464. 

(Z) ^Julian, furnamed the Apo- nus, who was every way quali* 
fate, blames M. A^^tlins for fied ; whercab Commodus was aI- 
having left the empire to his f(»n together mil'ii tor the difeharge 
Commsduf, and riot ff) Pamptiu’ of to g-v.n a .rutt (3). 


, (:) yuUn.Cfj. ; ij. 
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ther Fauftina^ were pleafcd with the match. Lucilla re- 
tained the title of Augujla^ and all the badges of fovereignty 
Before the emperor left Rome^ his fon Jnnius Verm Cafar Annlus 
died at Falejirinay in the feventh year of his age. M. Au- Verus, the 
, relim loved him with all the tendernefs of a father ; but emperor'' j 
neverthclefs bore his death with great firmnefs, comforting 
the emprefs Fat^inay and the phyficians, who arc faid to 
have occafioned his death by opening unfeafonably a fwelling 
under his ear The emperor fet out at length for Germany^ 
whither he (lie wed a great defire of carrying Galen with him ; 
but that celebrated phyfician chooGng to ifay at Romey the 
good-natured prince would not prefs him to leave it. He 
left likewife at Rome his fon CommoduSy under the care of 
PitholauSy his chief chamberlain, injoining him to employ 
none but Galeuy in^cafe his fon fhould be taken ill during his 
abfence 

The antients compare this war to the Punic Cimbrian 
wars ; but, at the fame time, give us a veiy fuccindil and 
confufed account of it. The barbarians, fay they, laid wade ‘^be bar- 
fcveral provinces of the empire ; defeated great armies. The bariaus 
Marcommni and the Vandals made theinfelves maflers of o^ver^rutt 
Pannomoy and held it for fome time. Caflobcchi 

ran Gnece^a and advanced as far as Ebteoy a famous city of 
Phocis in Achaia \ they ovei turned cities, and committed ^ 
every-where dreadful devalhtions However, they 
at length overcome by M. Aureliuiy who, during this bloody 
and deftru£five war, gave innumerable inftaiices of an ex- 
traordinary prudence and intrepidity, choofing rather to pro- 
long the war, and tire out the enemy, than expofe his men pprjon 
to unnecell'ary dangers. The foldier-, animated by the cx- ^Jitbgrect 
ample of their leader, behaved with uncommon bravery j and jucceji. 
the captains of the guaids, a§ well us the other generals, fig- 
nalized themCelves in a very eminent mannci 'I ha Ala 
cornamiiy ^adi^ San/iatianSy and Ja\:ia.'sy were conftrained 
to abandon Pannonia^ and rttiie b?\ond the Danube, 7'hs 
emperor purfued them, and, roriMng up with them as they 
were paffing that river, ga.e chem a (fi ' :.d;ul cvei thiow. The 
la%yges were twice dyfeaitd, hifl in pMnnsniay and the fecond 
time as they were crolfing the Danuic on the ice (A). Pom^ 

peianuSy 

k JuL. Cap. p. 31. IlfeRoniAS. 1 . i. p. 427. * Jul. 

Cap. ibid. Galen, prog. 459 & 461. " Ai^miait. 

1 . yxxi. p. 425. ^UL. Cap. in Aur. p. 29. ^’ausan. 1 . x. p. 3J2. 

• JvL. Cap. p. 31. Aristiu. orat. ix, p, 1 17. 

(A) A Roman foldier, who near the Danube, hearing one of 
was upon guard during the night his comrades, who had been taken 

by 
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peianuSf the emperor's fon-in-law, who commanded a body 
of troops, defiring to have Pertinax joined in the connndScin 
with him, M. Aurelius readily complied with his requeft, 
tho’ he had, not long before, upon fome complaints, depiived 
Pertinax of an employment which he had in Dacia. Perti- 
na:i was attended with great fuccefs in his new commilTion ; 
Pertinax which induced the emperor to admit him into the fenate. 

treated g^ing fooii after convinced, that the complaints brought againft 
a Senator. 

were quite grouiidlcfs, to repair the injury he had done 
him, he honoured him with praetorial ornaments, and ap- 
pointed him governor of Rhatia and Noricim^ whence he 
drove the Germans^ who had broken into that province ; and 
was, on that account, notwithftanding the meaniiels of his 
birth, raifed by the emperor to the confular dignity »’ (B). 
Dijiurh- Before the war with the Marf^maY.ni was ended, an- 
ances in other broke out in Egypt y the robbers and ftiephcids of that 

» country, who were iv*imerous, taking up arms, at the inlH- 
gatioii of their priefts, and committing dreadful diforders. 
Being headed by one IJidoruSy a man of great rcfulution and 
intrepidity, they killed a Roman centurion, and fomc foldiers, 
by treachery ; and alter waids, the Egypt H'in joining them in 
great numbers from all parts, they deleated the Roman troops 
in a pitched battle, ncr-ran the wiiule country, and would 
have made thcinfclvcs inalfcrs of Alcxandila iiftlf, had not 
CajJiuSy wheun M. Aurelius had appt)inted governor of Syria ^ 
marched againft them. Cojftus was reckoned the beft com- 
mander of his age, and had lignalized himfdf both in the 

P Dio, p. 810, JuL. Cap. in Pertin. p. 54. 

by the barbarians, crying on the and relations ; and adding, as 
other fide in an affcding manner, they feemed diflatisfied with this 
threw himfclf, armed as he was, anfwer, I hat their complaints 
into the river, crofTed it, refeued gave him no uneafinefs or con* 
his feJlow-foldier, and returned cern, fn;ce he was well apprifed, 
with him to his polt (4). Dio that the gods alone difpofed of 
CaJJius tells us, that Roman empires (5). 
foldiers having demanded of the (B) The emperor, during his 
emperor a largefs after a bloody fird expeuicion againff the A/«r- 
battle, in which they iiad be- comanni, refided for the mod 
haved with extraordinary valour, part at Carnuntum^ a city of 
and obtained a complete victory. Upper Pnnnonia upon iht Danube f 
hercfufedit, telling them. That which fome take to be the pr^- 
hc could not enrich thsm, with- fent village of. St. Perronel in 
out impoverifliing their parents Aujiria (6). 

1^4) DiOy /. jjcxi. p. 3^.4, ,Aur. Vi^ p. 31, (^) D.-c, p. 803. 

(6y i.)/-', p. S 1 w, Buudiji'ul p. 165. 

Parthian 



dAottK thrill* its he w'tt 

^ ht O^a* ^IAi at bft to wAfH «r» 

ftmit, ai^ fay db^ meir arnaa BkvW th08>fy/r|^d 

iq|ya 9 |td the diAorbances marchea iht 6 ' Jhnema and 

JIMkf w Sara ha performea great explofts } but neither of 
Aom, nor of HJfe ycsir* v?!iich &wns to have Jaftpd fome 
ti|!dei farther mentiOA Is^inade ih hiflory* At the r<ime Spam k- 
thnO ttm Aibofs over-ran almofl all Spam^ ravaging thut *v/uUd ijf 
coontry^vtitb fire and fword 5 but were in the end drwen out r^Moor% 
by the emperor's lieutenants. S^verus^ aftehnrds emperor, ar^ 
wafttt that time quatfior of the province of B^tica There dnvttfut^ 
werejikewife fome ^tfturbaliccs in the country of the Ar- 
fftWi Aow the Franif^-Corntf ; but thefe the empe-or com- 
pofed with his authority, and feaftmablc feierity *. The 
next confuls were Henttmanus and Sbvtrusy uncle to the 
emperor of that name, who,, at his requefi, was by M, Au^ 
rdmt admitted into the fenace ' During thiir adminifirar 
tion, a great difpiite anfing between Herodn Athens and the 
city of Athensy the emj-eror feenfed inclined to favour the 
latter s which ib provoked Her 6 di\y who was a man of a 
violent and £rv temper, that, when the^aufe was to be de- 
< ided by the emperor then rcfidiiig at Sirmrumy now Sirmicby 
in Pat^tt^nuiy mftciJ of pleading, with his ufual eloquence, 
tFaniiK>rted with rage, he launchtd into bitter and icurnlous 
involves againfi the emperor, telhng him, amongfl o^her 
thii^, that he fufiered himfelf, winch was highly unbecom- 
ing an emperor, to be governed i>y a woman, and an infant 
oiSyjthrcc years old ^ for theemprefs Foujlma^ and her young 
daiigiiter, rnltfuQed by tier, bad mterceded with the emperoi 
10 behalf of the A$hentans* When lie had done railing againft 
tiie emperofy Bujfmus (C), captain of the guards, told hifn> 

* 

e Dio, p 803. Vutcar GaYucan. in vit CaflT r Jui. 

Cav. ui Aur p 31. & bPART 111 bever * Jul Cap ibid, 
p. 38. * Onuph m tail p. 231 Noais, epitt. conful. 

p. tog. 

me 

grity, that the empetor created 
him captain of the guard*, tho* 
he was quite deftitute ot ieara<» 
ifig, and ipokc fo broad, that* he 
equld hardly be undetA^ (7). 


(C) is, by Dto Caf- 

fiust ftded Af Rufus Bufieuf. He 
was, igeerdHig to that wnter, 
a GQjRunoe pealant ; bat. Jpemg 
*foapDd4i«eriMftr^ gate fitch 
prooiA Qi b» murage and tale- 


fl) P* te 3 « or £• swwpf. Te/lp, 717. 
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an6 ’ ■* Slfe 

That his infolent behaviotir might perhaps. collbi^ jHa }ifi^ 
But HerodiSff without (hewing the leaft concerp ori^0f&9 > 
anfwered^ That a tnait^ his age had notliiag tQjMr s and 
immediately withdrew. ' . ' . 

The empi-- As for the emperor, he heard him the whole time 
rer btars unconcerncd \ and when he withdrew; addreding the Aihi* 
patiently deputies. You may aUeg£ your reafons^ faid he, Hc- 

the re- rodcs has not been pleajed to allege bis. He heard them with 
preaches of gjteX attention, and could not help (hedding tears, when 
Herodes they deferibed the cruel and arbitrary proceedings of Herodes^ 
Atticus. and his freed men, who had- ulurped a kind of fovereignty ■* 
over the city, and opprefled the people in a tyrannical man- 
ner.' However, the emperor jdid not condemn Herodes^ but 
only his freedmen \ and the punifhment which he inilidl:cd 
upon them was very fmall, fays our^htfltorian, and no-way 
anfwerable to their crimes " ; nay, to all he remittetf part of 
it, and to one of thcpi, namc^d Alctmedon^ the whole, think- 
ing him fufHciently punifhed by the death of his two daugh- 
ters, killed by a fla(h of lightning after their arrival at 5 />- 
mium. *Somc time after, Hsrodes wrote to the emperor, 
complaining, that he did not honour him, as he had done 
formcjly, with his letters ; and the good-natured prince im- 
mediately fent him ai;i anfwer, filled with the moft tender and 
fincere expre^ionsof frieiidfhip, .condefeending, ih a manner,' 
to beg his pardon for having condemned perfons belonging 
to him The following year, when Maximus and Orjitus 
were confuls, M. Aurelius gained, it feems, confiderable ad- 
vantages over the Germans ; for, on all the medals of this 
year, mention is made of his victories in Germany^ and on 
ibrne be is lliled Germanicus , which title was given to his fon 
Commodus this very year, on the fifteenth of Odtoher The 
next confuls were^ii/. Aurelius Severus the fecond time, and 
T, Claudius Pompeiams, during whofc adminiftration nothing 
happened, which hiflorians have thought worth tianfmicting' 
to pofterity. 

t M. Aurc- But the cnfuiiig year, when G alius and Flaccus were con- 
lius in fuls, M Aureliusy by an event altogether miraculous, efcaped 
great dan- bcins: cut ofF with his whole army. This happened, beyondi 
g$r of the Danube^ in the country of the ^adi^ where M, Aurc* 
mg evt off jhis year making war, and near the river Gran^ 
which, lifing from the mountains of North Hungary^ falls 
nu oe ar- Datmbe ovcr-agauill the antient city of Strigopium^ 

“ Dio, p. 803. tlllLOST. foph. 27. p. 558— PUILOST. 

ibid, * Birac. p. 223, 225. LAMi^Kib. iji Comm. p. 50. 

to 
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ta which the Dan givts. its liame y. This metnonble battle my fy 
was begun hy the eciemy’^ flihgers and etchers, who, from Marco- 
the oppofite banks of the Dtm^ galled the Romans to fuch inanai. , 
a degree, that the emperor thought it advifeable to pafs the of . 
river, and diflodge them .; which was done accordingly, not ^hc flood 
• without great flaughfler on both fides ; but the enemy rttiring 
tn^good .order, as it had been concerted among them before- 
hand, drew the Romans^ who advanced with more bravery ^ 

than condu^i, into a difadvantageous place, among barren ^ 
mountains, quite deftitute of water. The Romans^ clofing 
their ranks, defended thcmfelves with great bravery, and re- 
pulfed the enemy, who thereupon giving over the attack, 
feized the avenues, and blocked them up on all iides, hoping 
to reduce by thirfl thnfe whom they could not overcome by 
force of arms. Tbj Romans^ finding themfelves thus fhu^ 
up among barren mountains, quite fpent with their wounds, 
and the ^tigues of (he battle, opprcfl*§d with heat, and tor- 
mented with an infufFerable drought, attempted to, open them- 
felves a way throu2h the midO: of the enemy ; but, all their 
efforts proving unfuccefsful, they found themfelves obliged to 
continue under aims, expofed to the rays of the fun, and 
. oppreffed with a violent thirft, without being able either to 
fight or retire. In this deplorable extremity, both foidiers 
^nd officers began to abandon themfelves to defpair, while 
the emperor, more affected with the miferies of the foidiers 
than his own, (lew through all the ranks, endeavouring to 
infpire them with courage, and raife their drooping fpirits ; 
but, as they faw no poffible means of efcaping the prefent 
danger, his words were to no purpofe, and nothing was 
heard but groans and lamcntatftns, nothing feen but marks 
of the utmoft defpair. 

In this diftrefs, when they cxpe<Sled every moment to be 
either cut in pieces, or to become a prey to the barbarous 
enemy, who furrounded them, clouds appeared all on it hid- 
den gathering in the air ; the fky was ovcicaft, and, to their ^hry are 
inexpreffible joy, rain fell in great plenty; which the fanning relU^ucdhy^ 
foidiers received, holding their mouths, helmets, and bucklers, amiracu- 
up to heaven, as they are reprefented on the famous column 
of Antoninus at Rork^, In this pofture the barbarians fell 
upon them ; fo that they were obliged at the fame time to ' 

drink and fight ; for they were fo oppreffed with drought, 
that fitch of (liem, as were wounded, drank their own blood 
mixed with the water which they had received in their ^cl* 

• • 

y Onufh. in faft. p. 232. Tbrtul. apol. c. tl Dio, I. Ixxi\ 
p. 805. Bauur. p, 330. 
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meta. As they were m^re eager to quench their thirft, than 
to reptdre the enenty^ they been all cut in pieces, had 
th^ not been miracuioufly fuccoured by a dreadnii florm of 
hail, attended ¥rith thunder and lightning, which difcharged 
itfeff upon the barbarians, as they advanced againfl them. 
Thus were feen at the fame time fire and water defcendtng 
from heaven s water to refrcih the Rmans^ and fire to«de- 
flroy their enemies ; for either no fire fell upon the Romans y 
or what fell was immediately extinguiflied ; and the rain, 
which fell upon the barbarians, was fo far from overcoming 
the flames which confumed them, that, on the contrary, it 
doubled their violence, as if it had not been water, but oil. 
The enemy, thus defiitute water in the midft of an heavy 
Ihower, were obliged either tef wound^ themfelves, in order 
to extinguifli with their blood the devouring flames, or to 
have recourfe to the Romans^ and throw themfelves upon 
the mercy of M. /ureliusy who received and entertained 
them in a friendly manner * (D)* After fo glorious a vidloiTv 

Af. Au- 


> Oio, 1/Ix3d. p. 805, 8ofi* 

(D) Thus Dio Caffui relates by name ,\vho waseri> 

this memorable event, fo much ginally of Cbaldaa^ and wroto 
celebrated by ApollinarU^ Tort it ftveral books of magic ( 1 }. Jtf 
itariy Eufebiusy Julius Cafitolinus^ Hu»Cafifolifsus{2)fTbesHifiisu(^^)y 
Tbtmifiius in his oration before and the poet CiatuEan (4),* pre* 
Tbeodojius^ St. Jtrom^ Gregory of tend, that this {bower was owing 
Nx/Ta^ the poet Ciaudiau, and to the emperor's own prayers, 
the chronicle of Alexandria, It In the above mentioned column 
was ingraved on the famous co- of the Antoniniy it is by the pa- 
lumn of Antoninus^ with the other gans aferibed to their Tbwedering 
exploits of M, Aurelius during Jupiter, But all the Chriftian 
the Mareosufinnie war, and on writers alTure us, that fo figmil 
another, which Tbemiftius tells a &vour was granted by heaven 
ns he had ieen (8). The truth to the prayers of the Chriftian 
of this event has ten univerfaily foldiers, who ferved in the Ra^ 
acknowleged both by the Chri- man^smy. This afierts 

ftian and pagan writers, who upon the authorityrof 
neverthelefi diiagree as to the biftiop of Hiera^is {5). The 
authors of it. Dia Cajfius af- Chriftians, by whofe prayers the 
tribes it to a celebrated magi' army was iavtd, are &id to have 
cian^ of named ArnuphU, belonged to the legion Melithsay 

who attended the emperor in this mentioned by Dio Cajius (6), 
war (9) ; Suidas to* a magician, as Xtpbidin expreiles it, to the 

( 8 ) Tbemf^ ormt. ry. (9) Dio, p. So*:, Soff. (i) p, 439 , 

{ ^) JuL Cep, in M, Aur,p, 32. (3) (jrat, xv, (4^ Clakd, 

« tatf. Boner, b.p, iSj* (5^ EuJeL /, v. f. c. (6) Dio, p, 806. 

legion 
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Awri&ufvm pit)claia$ed mperor the ftventh time^ and 
the Fat^tna wae hoi^ured by^the fenate with the 

title of mcstir c^r^rm^ or, thi mother tf armin \ 

• Maucus . 

f - 

« * Bio, p. 806. 

legion that had been railed or naintaint. that, till the time of 
quartered at MtUiine ; for the ilf. Aureliust no mention u made 
legions, as is well known, often of tjhe fbwultring legion (3). 
borrowed their names from the fiat from an antient infeription 
places where 'they were quarter-^ it appears, that the twelfth 'le* 
ed. Melitine was one of the* gion was diftinguilhed by that 
chief cities of Armti^ta Mimr^ famame, even in ‘tr^anU time 
and ftood on the banks of the ('4). Of this legion, which fliil 
Ettphraiei, This legipn, which, ftibftfted in the time of Eufehiut 
according to Xiphilin^ confided (5), the forty martyrs of 
intirely of Chriftians, and had Sehafte^ fo much 4^ken of by 
been prompted by a vidon, if the ecclefiaftic writers of the 
Gregory of Njjfa is to be ere* primitive times (6). But what 
diced (7), to embrace the true mod of all Teems to confirm the 
religion, was in all likelihood truth of the al^ve-mentioned 
the twelfth, ^which by T;V«/ had miracle the letter which the 
been quartered in the city of emperor hluifelf is fuppofed to 
Melitine in the year 70 (8), and have written to the fenate^ giving 
was in Cap^docia in the year them an account of it, a^ of 
* 3 ^ (9^* The province of Cap- the victory be ^ined on that 
padocia probably comprehended occaflon (7). Tertuliian afl'ures 
at chat time Armenia Minor ; fo us, that in his letter he aferibed, 
that we may fuppofe it to have ahb* in a doubtful manner, his 
been dill at Melitine ; for there deliverance to the prayers of the 
wc hod it placed in a netitia im- Chridiaas : Halving obtained rain^ 
perils or date of tJie empire, pub- fays he, as quoted by Tertullian^ 
iifhed many years after the death perhaps by the pr^eri ^ the 
of Se<uerus, The twelfth legion Chriftians, Eu/ebins quotes ^rae 
was dittinguifhed by the furoame pafTages of it out oi Tertullian^ 
of the thundering (1) ; and Apol- and fpeaks of it in his chronicle 
Enaris, as quoted by Eujehim (2), as a thing that was faid to have 
tells us, that the legion Melitina been. But St. .Jeremy in cranf* 
was honoured with thaf title by lating that pafTage of Estfebiusy 
the emperor, by way of reward pofitivciy affirms, that it was dill 
for the above-mentioned miracle, extant. Oroftus and Xiphilin only 
The fame thing we read in Xi fay, that it was thought to be 
phiftny and in Onuph:iitSy who extant in their timfe ; whence 

(7) Greg, Nyft, eras. ii. de maJrnginta marSjr. (%) Jefepk, Mt. Jud, 

/. vJi. c, 4. (9) Dio, /. Jv. Idem ihd. , (z) Av/ 4 . 

I v.e.^, (3) Oituph, infafi.p. 233. ^4} t’ide Barov, nd ann. 176. 

& Rujok. sbron. p. ^33. («) Eufeb, tbid. Oa) Greg. drquadrjg. 

snestyr* (7) Dio, I, laxi. p, (8) OroJ. /, vii, c . 7. Dto, f, *o6. 
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Maecus Aurelius could - not, however, be yet pre- 
vailed upon by his friends to leave Germany^ and return 
to ^iomg^ being dcfirous to reduce ttie countries of the 
Marcmanm^ and the Sarmaiians^ to Rvman provinces, not 
out of vanity and ambition, fays Dio Cajftui^ but becaufe 
he found by experience, that he could not lely upon their 
Sdtlity. ri'his h«3j[., would have compafled, bad he not been 
interrupted in the midft of his conquefts by the revolt of Cof- 
fm^ which we lliall relate hereafter. He continued in 6V- 
many great part of the following year, when Pifo and Jult- 
anus were cohftlls ; and, having placed twenty thoufand men 
in the countries of the ^adi ah<|, Marcomanni^ haralTed thtfe 
two nations to fuch a degree, that theyt'^efolved to abandon 
their native foil, and fettle elfewbej^. But M. Aurelius^t 
liaving leceived timely notice of their defign, prevented them 
from putting it in execution ; fo that their fields being laid 
wafie, and all communication with the neighbouring nations 
The Mar- they were in the end conftrained by famine to fend 

comanni cmballadors to the emperor, and fue for peace, *Thc^^uadi 
^^h their embalTadors all the Reman deferters, and 
fue far thirteen thoufand pnfoners, whom they had taken during 
ptacf. obtained a peace, tpon condi- 


it is manifeft they had not Teen 
it. A letter aferibed to M. Au- 
relius concerning the vklory, 
which he obtained by the piay- 
ers of the Chriilians, has rc<tcnedr 
our times. It is commonly an- 
nexed in GreeJk to the apologies 
of yu^in the Martyr^ and is to 
be found in in Onuphritu 
(9) and Barmus ( i }, tranllated, 
as they tell us, from the GreeA 
text, which was itfeJf a tranfla* 
tion from the original Latiu, 
They both look upon it as an 
authentic piece ; but, nocwich- 
Handing their judgment, it is by 
the beft critics reje^ed as fpuri- 
ous ; to whofe opinion we readily 
f4brci*ibe, finding it frequently 
concradidls all tlte hdjorians who 
have deferibed the reign of M, 
'Aurelius (2}. A modern critic. 


having taken the whole llory of 
this luppofed miracle in pieces, 
as it is related by En/ebius, and 
examined every particular cir- 
cumilanee, proves with fevera), 
in our opinion, unanfwerable rea- 
fons ; I. That there was not an 
intire legion of Chrillians in the 
army of Antoninus. 2. That the 
thundering legion did not take 
its name from this miracle. 3. 
That Antoninus never, aferib^ 
this miracle to the prayers of 
the Cbrifiians. TYax Antoni- 
nus, afteF this pretended miracle, 
never publilhed any ediA in fa- 
vour of the ChriHians. 5. That 
the Chrifiians in general did not 
believe this mirade. Lafily^That 
the deliverance of the Roman 
army, tho* undoubtedly true, WRi 
no miracle (3). 


(^) Oftupb,fefi. ft) Baron, ad aim. Ijl6. . (^) Vide P. 

Eagi, p. J74. & Sc'ahg. in ebrm, Eujeb. p. 223* (•^) See Meyle, mol. ii. 
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tion that they fiiould not for the future traffick ivithin the 
Roman dominions, nor fettle within fix'milelpf xht Damthe^ 

But this peace was Ihort-lived ; for the inttead of 

executing the articles of their agreement, joined the lazyges^ 
ivho were ftill in arihs, and drew over the fifarcomannL At. 
the fame time they drove but Furtius^ the'rr king, for dif- 
approving their meafures, and, of their own autlwrity, ap- 
pointed one Ariogtfes in his room ; which Mi Aurelius re- 
fented to fuch a degree, that, tho* the ^odi promiftd to 
fet at liberty fifty thoufand Roman captives, upon condition 
that he concluded a peace with them, and confirmed to Ars^ 
ogefes the title of king, the ^emperor would not hcarkeh to 
the propofal 5 but, on the contrary, proferibed the new prince, 
and let a price upon^il head. 

Hereupon the ^adt^ being joined by the A^arcomanm^ 
the lazygesy the Buri^ the Narijii^ ajd inany other nations, 
of whom we find no farther mention in hifioiy, attacked the 
Romans ; but were, after a lung, bloody, and ohftinate dif- 
pute, put to the rout, and utterly defeated. Ariogefes him- ^ 
ielf was taken prifoner, and brought to the emperor, who/^r^/z/ ^ 
notwithfianding his late mcmaces and refeniment, generoufly o^tey* 
fpared his hfe, and contented himfelf ^ith confining the cap- thrtnv^ 
tive to the city of Alexandria^ the metropolis of Egypt *». 

After this viftory, moft nations in Germany fent deputies to 
fue for peace, offering to fubmft to fuch terms as the em- 
peror fbould' think fit to impofc upon them. The ^^adi 
feem to have’ continued in arms till the reign of Commodus, 

The Marcomanniy after fo mapy Ioffes, fubmitred, and ob- ThelAzx^ 
tained a peace, upon conditidh that they fhould not fettle comanni^ 
within five miles of the Danube, Xaniiches king of xhe and other 
lazyga came in perfbn to wait on M, Aurelius^t attended by nations^ 
all the great men of the nation ; and was by him received obtain a 
into favour, but obliged to retire with his people^fai tfier from peace, 
the Danube than the Marcomannl. They were a very pow- 
erful and warlike people, and had taken above an hundred 
thoufand prifoners during this w'ar, whom they fet at liberty 
upon the copelufion of the peace, this being in all likelihood 
one of the articles of it. Befidcs, they fuppli^d M. Aurelius 
with a bocW of eighty, thoufand horfemen, of whona he im- 
mediately fent five thoufand into Britain^ where the Romans 
were threatened with a new war. The Buriy Narifci^ and 
ether German nations, obtained a peace upon fiich tef^s xs 
the emperor vfould never have granted; had he not been 
obliged by all means to put an end to this war, in order to 

^ Dio, p. 808. & «xccrpt. Val. p. 717. 

0^4 lead 



i%% fh Roman HiPity. R'lIL 

Aridioi kad hit troop spinft Caffiutt wfaofe revolt was likely to bring 
Oflius re- dreadful calamities upoa the empire, as it bad already zaifed 
voltsn the courage oi the barbarians^ 

His er- ^Avxdius Cassiv^, whom'we have frequently mentioned 
iu describing the Paethian and Egyptian wars, was, as fome 
authors write, defcendcd by the mother from ihc antient £i« 
mily of the CaJJii* HiS father, by name Vidius Sewrus^ 
idiM bimfclf, according to the author of his life from die 
dc^ee of a centurion to the firft employments in the fiate i 
and was, on account of his extraordmary parts, highly h* 
voured by the emperor A/. Jurtliuit but died before the tt* 
volt of his fon (£). He was remarluble for maintaining diP 
Hts fpve- cipline among the troops % but^ his feverity, according to 
rityte- VulcQtius^ favoured of cruelty; for, any* Ibldier was found 
^ards thi tp take but the leaft thinig by violence from the people of the 
provinces, be caufed him to be immediately cruci&d in the 
place where the hSi ^as committed : iome he ordered to be 
burnt alive \ others, chained together, to be thrown into 
fome river, or into the fea. He ufed to punUh deferters by 
cutting off their hands and legs, faying, that the light of a 
criminal, livii\g in milery, made a deeper impreffon than his 
being put to death at one blow. As he has been attended 
with wonderful fuccef^ againft the Patthians^ Aurelius^ 
in hb firff war with the Mauomami^ fent him againft the 
Smm4itiam tlieir confederates. As be was encamped near the 
Danube^ feme auxiliaiies of his army, upon intelligence that 
the enemy lay careledy on the banks of that nver, went with- 
out his knowlege to attack them, killed three thoufand of 
them, and returned to the camp loaded with booty. Their 
centurionf, who had put them upon thb enterprize, and 
headed them in the a£lioii, exped^ fome great reward from 
CaJJius foi having, with an handful of men, killed fuch a 
number of the enemy, while the tribunes and other officers 

^ VuLCAT. Gallican. in Caffio. 

^ (£) Such is the account which Cyrrbvm in Syria^ and the fbn 
Vukatius Gallicanus gives us of of one BeUfidorus^ ’Xif\ko had the 
his extraction. Bat another hifto> good fortune to ralfe himfelf by 
nan writes, that Cactus his eloquence to the government 

owned, that he had nothing, ex- of Egypt (4}. One of Adrian^ 
cepc thp name, common to him fecretaries was named Heited^us^ 
with the famous CctJJjus^ who and him a modern writer takes** 
killed Ctffar the diftator ; and to have been the' father of Cmffius 
adds, that he was originally of (5). 

P/t, / IjkXi. p 820. Anjid, wet»* 3 X\\. (5) /V*/, in excerpt 

/, i«.3. 
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had negle&ed fo favourable ao opportunity. But tSoJfms^ A Jigna! 
looking u^n this as a bad precedent, which might be at- infiwKt ^ 
tended with worfe CQnfequences, in^d of rewarding the <>• 
Oenturions, caufed them all to be feized, and crucified life 
Haves. This feverit/occafioned a mutiny in the army ; but 
Cuffius^ without betraying the leaft fear, appeared naked 
and unarmed in the midft of the fticenfed mnldtude, cry- 
ing aloud to them, Kill mi ; 0ndt to your negle^ of duty^ 
ndi^ if you iare^ 4bo murder of your generaL This intre* 
pidity allayed their fury ; and, no one daring to otter a fingle 
word of complaint, they all returned to their tents, and 
thenceforth made it their whole fiudy to learn and obferve the 
military laws, knowing they^ferv^ under a general, who 
could not by any feaj(% gr menaces be prevailed upon to wink 
at theif faults, or fuffer them to pafs unpuniflied. This in- 
ftance of feverity made fuch a deep im^eflion on the minds 
of the SarmatiaWf that, defpatring to conquer a people thus 
obfervant of military difcipltne, and the rules of war, 
they immediately fent embafiadors to the emperor to beg 
peace for an hundred years **. 

After the fir ft Marcomannic war, he was by M. AtireUus 
appointed governor of Sytia^ the empej-or judging him thc^< 5 ;er««r 
beft qualified of any in the empire to reftore the antient di-^ Syria, 
fcipline intirely negle<fted by the troBps Quartered in that 
province (F). Nor was he miftaken in his judgment ; for in 

a few 

^ VvLCAL, Gall, in QmBo, p. 46 . 

a 

(F) The emperor, upon his ** metdiiTolvedinluxuiy, anila-» 
appohitiag hun governor of Sj^ ** bandoned to all forts of plea- 
ria, wrote the following letter ** fares. He is, you know, a 
to his lieutenant in that province: '' flri^ obierver of the antient 
** 1 have given to AvUim Caf ** difcipline. without which the 
/ei the coonnand of the legions ** foldieis can never be kept ta 
♦* in which their duty. You rcniembct 

Uonus found, as he ififbrios the old verfe, 

" Morihm ns fiat Romanu viri/is. 

^ In due obiervance of our antient laws 
Coi^fis the vigour of the Pmsto caufr.. 

• « 

“ Andtruly, tkeftriftobfervance ceived in ^vVw CaJ^ut, will 
of the auitient dti?ipline is the ** notbemifapplied " To this let- 
•< chief fupport of the empire, ter the lieutenant returned the fol- 
Take care that fufficient provi- lowing anfwer : You could npt 
fions be got ready for the le- ‘‘ prefer to the command of the 
** gions, which, if 1 am not de ' legions in Sjna a man better 

** qualified 
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a few months the moft difloktc were* reclaimed ffOii| their 
themli- pleafuresy and luxurious. manner of living, the amient dtfei* 
tap difet^ plinc revived, and the whole army thoroughly reformed. 
fhne a- (T&Jftus^ Upon his arrival at Antioch^ ordered all the foldiers 
mong m officers to repair fordhwith to their colours ; publiflied a 
proclamation, forbidding them, on pain of being cafliierM, 
to appear 2X. Daphne \ every feventb day examined their cloaths, 
arms, and equipages ; and frequently obliged them to perforii\ 
their exercifes all in a body^' faying. It was a lhameful thing 
that wreftlers and gladiators (hould be continually exercifed, 
and not fokliers, whofe labours are lelTencd in proportion as 
they become accuftomed to them As for CaJ/ius^s other 
qualities, the author of his lifeVeprefepts him as k man en- 
tlowed with great virtues, which, 4 )odrever, were allayed 
with no Icfs vices ; infomuch that he was, by fome, called a 
fecond Catiline (G). • 

Dio Cassius fpeaks of him, not only as an eminent com-> 
mander, but as a perfon equal to, and, in every refpedl, 
Is an ene- fovereign power He always abhorred an ab- 

folutc and monarchical government, and is by fome thought 
areby, *0 have had nothing clfc in view, whed he revolted, but to 
reftore the commonwealth to its former authority. ' He had 
been charged in ^e rjiign of Antoninus Pius with a defign of 
depofing that prince ; but his father, who was a man of great 
intereft at court, having prejudiced the emperor in his favour, 

« VuLCAT. Gall, in Caffio, p. 47. ^ Dio, 1 . Ixxi. p. 810. 

** qualified for that important (G) To us that writer feems 
trail than Avidim Caffius : for to contradi£l himfelf in the cha- 
only an officer of his feverity rafter he draws of Cajius ; for, 
can reclaim them from their in one place, he paints him, not 
** voluptuous manner of living, only as fevere, but cruel and in- 
and put them out of conceit human towards his foldiers ; and, 
** with the pleafures of the efife- in another, tells us, that he was 
minate Grubs, to which they greatly beloved by them. How 
** have intirely abandoned them- can his being a fecond 
(hives. He will (hake thefr tiiine, oh account of his virtues 
flowers off their heads, and and vices, his good and his bad 
teach them their duty. The qualities, be reconciled with what 
«• necclTary provilions for the Ic- he writes elfewhere ? to wit^ that, 
gibns are already laid up ; and liad he attained the empire, he 
nothing can be wanting; fo would have proved an excellent 
long as they have fuch an ex- prince, a prince of great de- 
cellent commander as An/iditti mency and moderation (7}. 

** Caffus ( 6 ).” ' 

r 

(6) Vulcat. GolL in ntiu Cajf, (7) 41 —45. 

tht 
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tjie acc^fation ' was dr©pt. However, l» was thcnceforeh 
looked upon as afurpidous and difafFefted peifon. When he 
commanded in the Parthian war under L, Virus^ tl^at prince, 
fufpedtmg him, and, indeed, not without rcdfoii, wrote con- 
cerning him XQ M, Aurdlusy his partner in the, empire (H). 
Bui the good-natured emperor took -.no notice of the ciiargc 
he broughf againil him ; for, upon the return of CaJJius from 
theEaft, where he had performed great exploits, he put him 

. (H) Atndiw CaJJtus feems deilined to the empire, he will 
V to me toafpire to the empire, fall of himfelf, without our 
as it is well known he did in cruelty, *into the fata] fnarc. 
the reigr of our father Ant<^ ** Befides, we cannot in juftice 
mnm Pius, I therefor^advife “ treat a perfon as a crimrnal^.. 
you to keep a watchful eye “ who is accufed by none, and 
** over him. He cenfures and is, as jpuwTite^, beloved by the 
“condemns all our adtions, “ army, andconfhquently amau 
grows exceeding rich, and “ of merit, and a good com- 
“ fpeaks of us both with the « mander. In cafes of treafon, 

“ utmoft contempt, calling you even when the crime is proved, 

“ a doting philofopher, and me the world is apt to think the 
‘‘ a luxurious fool. Cpnfider ‘‘ fufFerer injured ; which made 
what is to»be done: I bear no «* your gland facher Adrian com- 
“ hatred to the man, but would << plain of the hard fate of em- 
have you to refleft, that by perors, who are never thought 
“ veiling fuch a perfon with •* to have been in danger, till 
“ power, and trailing him with •* they are killed. I choofe to 
“ the command of the troops, by « name Adrian rather than Do- 
whom he is greatly beloved, ^ mifian, who was the firil au- 
“ you may injure both yourfelf, thor of tins faying, becaufe a 
“ and your children.” Nothing thing, however well faid, ha» 
can give us a greater idea of the ** not its due weight and autho- 
truly heroic virtue of this excel- ** rity, when it coines<, from a 
lent prince, than his anfwer to ** tyrant, Ler, therefore, j/o/#- 
this letter, which was couched dius CaJJlus purAie his own 
iti the following terms : ** I have meafures : he is an excellent 
** perufed your letter, in which ** officer, and a man of great 
« you betray greater fear and courage, and ufeful to the 
uneafiAcrs than betimes an Ibte. As for my children, to 
emperor, or is cpofiftent with whofe fafety you would have 
** the equity of our reign. ** me to facrifice him ; ifhede-i 
** If the empire is allotted by ” ferves to be more beloved than 
heaven to Ai^us Cajfius^ it they, if liis life promifes 
will not be in''' our power to ** greater advantages Cg the Hate 
‘‘ cut him off. •You know the than theirs, let Avidius Cq/^ 
« faying of your, grandfather « fius live, let the children *cf 
** Adrian, that no man cuts off perilh 

** his fucceffor. If CaJJius is not 


at 


Vukot, Gall. p. 40, 41,- 
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It (be head of an army^ which he fent aggini! the Sarmatiam^ 
and afterwards appoint^ him governor of Sfria^ aa we have 
related above. In the mean thne, the Marcomofoti^ and other 
German nations, renewing the war with great vigour, Cajfius 
laid hold of tijat opportunity to feize the empire. Some authors 
write, that ^e emprefa Ft^uftinay being well apprifed, that 
her Ton Cmm^dui was no-way quali&d for thi fovereign 
power, and fearing that fome one might feize it, who would 
deftroy her, and her little children, fdicited Cajfm$ to declare 
himfelf emperor as foon as he Ifaould hear the news of M» 
Auril%us*% death ; and promifed, in that cafe, to marry him. 
m add, that, a report being fpread of the emperor’s death, 

CaJJtus immediately caufed himlclf to che proclaimed in his 
* tO{Ha j and that, though the rumour proved afterwards falfc, 
^ * he found himfelf too far engaged to recede. Others clear 

Paujiina from beings any-way privy to the defign of CaJJtus 
(I), and tell us, that the report of the emperor^ death was 
fpread abroad hy CaJJius htmfeljF, in order to induce the govern- 
ors of the eafterii provinces to join him, M. AurtVm being 
greatly beloved, and his fon no Icfe hat^ S. 3e that as it 
y . will, he foon became mafier of all the countries beyond mount 

Flavius CaltfifiuSi governor of 
province, having declared in his favour. The troops in 
Bithynia were likewife inclined to fide with him, but reftriffi- 
cd by Clodius Albinus their commander, of whom we lhall 


s VuLCAT. Gall. 

(I) VAeatius Gallicannt^ to 
clear the emprefs from this 
charge* produces two letters, 
written by her to M, Aurelius^ 
on occafion of this revolt. In 
one (he exprelTcs herfelf thus: 

My mother Fauftina^ in the 
** time of the defe^ion of 
Celfust advifed your father 
Antoninus Pius to (hew his 
kindnefs in the firft place to his 
** own family, and next to others. 

*' And, truly, it is incumbent 
upon every good prince to 
take care of his ,/wife and 
children . Y our fon Commodus 
is yet very young, and your 
'* fon-iR-law Potapnunus is ad' 


Cafl:p.4*, 43. 

vanced in years, and afirAnger. 
Do not, therefore, fpare men, 
who, had they conquered, 
would neither have Tparedyou, 
nor your wife and children. 
You will hear from CtfciUus^ 
whom I fhall fend to you, 
what reports have been fpread 
of you by the wife of Cajpui^ 
** by his ^n, and his fon-in-law, 
“ CsTr.** In the other letter fhe 
prefles him to purfue Cajpn, and 
his acGomplicei, with the utmoll 
feverity, if he loves her, and hiif 
children; aiTuring him, that if 
he neglefls to opprefs them, they 
will not fail to'opprefi him (9). 



ru!.ei. tn wt* C»Jf^ 



C. XXI. the Roman Hiftmjl ajy 

have occafion to fpeak bcrcafte^. Several foreign princes and 
nations cfiKHifed his caufCf but none with more zeal than the 
JiivsK 

MaIITITIs Vb&us» governor of Cappadocia^ was the firft 
who gave the emperor notice of this revolt. M, Aunlluo 
concealed it for fomh time j but> when he found it divulged 
b)i public fame, he acquainted the foldlers with it in a very 
judicious and modeft i^ieecb, only complaining of the ungrate- 
ful return which Cajpus m^e him for the kindnefs he ever 
had, and fliould ever have for him, notwithftanding his re- 
volt, as he hoped to (hew, as foon as he had brought him to 
a fenfe of hts duty. Neither did Cajpus^ on his Tide, utter 
any injurious reflexions againil M* Aurelius y Ubt only charged 
him with neglefiing the mdft 'important affairs of the llatd to . 
attend the ftudy of.f>lylorophy, and with fuffering, through 
an excefs of goodnefs, many d {(orders, which it was incuniN 
bent upon him, as emperor, to correct ^ In the mean while, 

M. AureliuSy having terminated the war with the Marco^ 
manniy and other (German nations, as the time approached 
for his Ton Commodus to put on the manly robe, fent for 
him from Rornty and gave him it with the ufuaJ ceremonies, 
on the feventh of Julyy ordering, on that occafion, confi- 
derable Turns to be diftributed among ^t^Roman people^. At 
Rome the *fenate were no fooner informed of the revolt of 
CuJpuSy than they declared him a public enemy, and confiTca- 
ted his efface, which the emperor ordered to be returned, not 
into his private coffers, as his predeceffors had done, but into 
the public treaffiry. 

At length M. Aurelius Germany y and fct out for Illy- M. Aure* 

ricuMy with a defign to purfu€ his march thence into the lius 
Kaff, and meet Cajpnsy declaring, that be was ready to re- marchet 
fign the empire to him, if the gods ihould judge it expedient againfi 
for the public good, that Cajpus (hould reign, and not M, Ififa, 
Aurelius : ** For it u* not, added he, any private intcreft or 
** ambition, but the public welfare, that prompts me to 
** undergo fo many labours, to expofe myfelf to To many 

dangers/* He was not advanced far on his march, when CaiBus is 
news were brought him, UcaxCaJpus had been killed by acen- lulled i 
turioo named and another officer of a ffill inferior 

rank, who had the command only of ten men ^ Dio Cajpus 
gives us but a confufed account of his death ; and Vukatius 
Galliacnus promdn to inform us how be was killed, and where 
« 

« VuLc. Gall*p.42, 4J. Dio in excerpt. Val. p.yig. Albin. 
vit, p. 8i. * JuL. Cap in Awr. p. 32. Dio, 1 . Ixxi. p. 809, 

81 2. ^ Lamfrid. in Commod p 45. Cap. ibid. 

♦ Dio, p Srr 


4 


he 
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, he was overcome ; but is not fo good as hU word. Ht>wever» 
from what he wnres it is plain » that a battle, or encounter, 
happened oetween him and the emperor's troops, probably 
commanded by Martini Fert^s ; for on his bravery the cm- 
pergr chiefly relied, and had therefore fent him before him 
into Syna^ giving him the government of that province, in- 
ftead of the government of Cttp[>adoiia (K). With CaJJius was 
killed his c.-^puin of the guaids, and foon after his ion Me- 
uanus^ whom he had appointed governor of Egypt ^ to fecure 
that import^int province. No other perfon of diftin^ion, at 
leaft oi the fenatorial order, ptnihed on account of his rebel- 
lion , nay, ilufe were**put to death without the emperor’s 
knowlege, and*againft his will ; for be was greatly concerned, 
j , . that tlie blood of any fenator fhould have been filed during 
his reign : hence, when the head of Oc^ius was brought to 
brought expreflld great forrow, turned his eyes away, and 

tbeem^v- ^•‘“hd it to be honourably interred, complaining, tliat he had 
w, •whu robbed of an opportuni y of Ihewing his mercy. The 
1 . eoacr^M- Cajpus^ or rather his dream, as Dio CaJJiui ftiles it, 

ed fat hs lafted but thite month*?, ^nd fix dajs M, Autehus himfelf 
dtatb would neither try, imprifon, nor condemn, any fenator con- 
cerncJ in the confpiracy ; but refeired the whole to the fc- 
nate, appointing the criminals a day to appear before their 
j ‘dge^. 

‘ In the mean time, he wrote a letter to the fenate, where- 

in, rfi’tci acquainting them, that he had appointed Pompetanus^ 
hl^ (on in-law, conful tor the cnfuing year, he thus exhorts 
tbtm to proceed, rather with clemency than rigour, againft 
IL^ litter tbofo whom thev were to try As for what conceins the 
to the Je- ** di'fcdlion of CaJJi U5^ I b g and conjure you, confenpt fa- 
nate 4< triers, to have a tendci regaid to your charadlcrs, and to 
/nine . let no one fenator be put to death ; let the blood 
“ of no peifon of diftindlion be fpilt; let fuch as have been 


Dio, p 813 Vulcat. Gall, m CalT. p. 43. Noms, cp. 
con p. no. 


(K) We arc told, that a great 
many letters, written to Cajpus 
by his friends and correfpond- 
ent:i, falling into Verus s hands, 
the gereious commander com- 
mitdd them to the flames, fay- 
ing, at did not doivbt but that 
would pleaie M. Aurehus » and, 

(1) Die, /. Jxxi. p. 8x3. 

8 


if it did not, that he dhofe, how- 
ever, to fave many lives at the 
expcnce of one ( i ) Others write, 
that thefe letters were brought to 
M Aurelius^ who ordered ;thcm, 
feaied as they were, to be imme- 
diately burnt ia hxs prefence ( 2 )L 


( z) VaU in excerpt, Dion, 

** already 
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already banil^ed returtt* and enjoy their eflatM. Z 
Wi 0 i I could raife from thic dead thofe who periflied in the 
firft heat of the war* Revenge is never commendable in an 
emperor i it ill becomes him in his own caufe, let it be ever 
fo jufta You will therefore pardon the children of Avidim 
‘‘ CaJJius^ his fon-uv-law, and his wife* But why do I iky 
** pardon^ when they have committed no crime? Let ilicm 
live in fifety, and enjoy their paternal eftate, with < Ji tlietr 
father's plate and furniture. Let thtm have full liberty to 
live where they pleafe, that they may be fo many inftances 
** of your clemency, and of mine. I further btgand dcfire, 
that all the fenators, and Roman knighrs, m geneial, who 
have been privy to this rebellion, be, by ycur authority, 
exempted from death, lydfcrip'ion, infamy, in fhorc, 
from all kind of pnnifhment. Allow it to be Lid, to \ our 
honour and mine, T^at in this rebellion fuch onh pe'-ifhcd 
“ as were killed in the hurry of the war”.** fendte 

not only complied with his rtqucil, buficturned him thanks 
for the regard he had ihewn even to ihe mtft undefcrving 
memberb of their body. Ab for the children of Cajfius^ the His k/-d 
emperor took them under his protc£lion, lorbiodirg any one 
to reproach them with the misfortunes of their Lmily, and Minn of 
fcvcrcly puniflung fuch as did (L). 1 has the lebellion of 
• • * Cajfui 

•VuLCAT Gail in CalT. p 44 & Jvl. Cap inAur p 33. 

(L) Fulcatim tells us, that he but the emperor would net fuffer 
even raifed the fons of CcJJiuu hiscftate to be confifL ittd. An 
and DruHLtanus or Diuftittanus, impbilor, who pretended to be 
who had married one of his itdpircd by the {^ods ard was 
daughters, by odjot Ahxandta^ iiid to h<iie foretold the revoke 
to great preferments; which of Cajfus, was biniflcd to the 
was the more commendable, as ifland of )io* in tlie Aichipe- 
the emperor was well appnfcd, ia^o All the accomplices cf 
that Cajpui'^ wife, children, and Calztf us were f aidire , as wue 
fon in law, had, with many'ill- likcw»f.* the cities tint i a 1 de- 
natured refleflions, indcavouied c’arid foj 7 he em] refs 

to bring him into dilticdit with Faufmu, in a letter which (he 
the people and foldicry. Of the wrote to her liufb^nd on occifion 
many perfons concerned m this on of this revolt {3', piefltd h m 
revolt, only a few centurions topurfuethcaccoinplicesofC^;- 
ww executed, and fome ofheerb /«/ with the utmoft feverity Bet 
of greater diftiiHgfjon bnmfhed the emperor, hcaikening on]y to 
Among the latter was Flamius the impulfc of his own good na- 
Culufiui, governor of Egypt^ ture, rctuiift-d her the following 
who was confined to an ifland ; aniwer. I have read } cur la 


«< 


(3j rii^e p. (I\ 


ter 
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Ca^s i^ved onJy to give new Inftre to die^kinparaflctcd cle* 
good*iiature> and generofily of Af. Jkrtiius^ w&o 
could not prevail upon himielf to take away the livet of thofet 
who had con^ired to fake away his life, and that of hb fbn* 
Th£ fcnate, in dieir anfWer to the emperorb letter, acquaint* 
'ing them, that be had named Pmpetanus conihl againft the 
Gommo- enfuing year, b^ed him to return to Rmi^ and to veil his 
Awifpvefi- fon Commodus with the tribunitial power With the latter 
td vjitb requeft he complied, as appears from feveral antient inrcti*^ 
th trihw- ptions ^ But, as for the other requeft, the emperor either 
nitial return to Rome^ or his ftay there was very ftort \ for 

we are told, that, immediate^ after the death of CajJimj he 
went into the £aft, and that ^ had begun his march thither 
even before he received that neW 3 9 : it is not, therefore, llktly, 
that he interrupted it to return to Rom* He had fent /'rr* 
tlnax before him into B^rta to make head againft the rebels \ 
c 

• VuLCAT. Gall, in Caff. p. 45. p Onuph. in &ft. p. 235. 
F. Pagi, p. ai 8 . Noars de votis decennalib. imperator. c. 3. & 
ep. conf^. p. 1 20. ^Dio,p.8i3. Jt 7 L.CAF.iaAur.p. 32. 


« ter, my ^iToufiina^ where- 
** in you advile me to treat tbe 
** accomplices of CdjJSus with 
“ the utmoft ftverity, which 
« you think they well deferve. 

This 1 look upon as a pledge 
** of the love you bear to your 
** hulband and children. But 
give me leave, my dear Fat^-^ 
“ to fpare the children of 
« Cajput^ his fon-in-law, and 
** his wife, and to write to the 
“ fenate in their behalf. No- 
** thing can more recommend a 
“ Roman emperor to the efteem 
of the world, than clemency. 
This placed Cafar among the 
“ gods ; this confecraced Augu* 
this procured to your 
lather the title of Pmw. I 
** am grieved even for the death 
of Cajpus^ and wifh it had 
“ been in my power to feve him. 
** Be therefore fatislvtd, and do 
not:^andon yourfelf to fear 
** ox revenge. Marcus Antoninus 


•* is protected by the gods ( 4 ).** 
Some of his friends openly 
blaming his clemen^, and taking 
the liberty to tell him, that Qfij* 
pus would not have Ixen fo ge- 
nerous, bad fortune proved a- 
vourable to him ; the emperer 
immediately replied, ** We have 
not lived, nor fervrd the gods, 
fo ill, as to think they would 
*' ftwour Cajpus^ He added, 
that ** the misfortunes of fome 
** of his predeceffors were intirc- 
" If owing to their own ill con- 
dudt ana cruelties; and that 
no good prince bad ever been 
overcome, or ilain^ by an u- 
fnrpcr. Af/ra, CaRguia, and 
** Dmitian [laid be) deferred the 
** doom that overtook them; 
'* neither Otbo, nor VittUius^ 
were equal to the empires the 
downfal was^oocao 

** Honed by l^is avarice, an un- 
** pardonable fault m a prl^ 

- (5).” 


Vukot, Call, p 32 i 


(l) Idem ibid* 


but 



iHit, the news of (^mt% be cecaUedtbtjSi, 

ap^ eepoiptpd ,i^in of J[ifyficunh io jphioh provjiH'e 

fie had gpio^^oo l^&^repuEaticm hy bia prpdeoce and modera-^ 
tion» i&n bfr bis many victories ov«r the O^nmm during the 
Mar€Qmanmy99x% (b that he was gready and re- 

vered both bj tbe I6nm$s and foreigners, nays even by the 
enemies of tpe flimn name The epperpr took with him Tbg mpt» 
into the Saft bis fbn Cmmodiu^ and h» wi&» who died fud- rw goes 
denly in a village nailed fi^lala at the foot of moaot Taurus* 

She was. a wopian of aBofe and wanton life, and altogether 
unworthy of having fncb a father a® Antgninus^ fuch an huf- ^auftina 
band as m* Jur^lius^ wbom (me did not believe to be father ™ * 
of OMmsdus • fau^mn being dead* Fahia^ 

^ JuL. Cap. nf.ilsu’* '"Idem ibid. p. 30. 


(M} Dm writes, that jaUe.of ^is name iignifyiflg tbra 

it a# queftioi^ whether ihe tims (7). Some of the empe- 
ditdof the goat, or laid violent ror^ friends advjfed .him to di- 
hajods on herfelf, to avoid the vpree her ; but he anfwercd, 
ihame of being named among If I divorce her, I muil re- 
the accomplices of Cnjpus^ who, turn her her dower^that is, the 
according to that writer, was ** empire, which I have received 
chiefly prompted by her to take ** of her^ther/*. In one place 
arms, and revolt (6). Her chief he commends her free and open 
gallants were ^trtuUus^ lit thus ^ temper, her fincerity in friend- 
Orfitus^ and Modtraius^ whom Ihip, and her acquiefoence to bis 
neverthelefs Antoainus, either will ( 9 ). He bewailed her, ac- 
not giving credit to what was coining to the emperor Juiian 
faid of the empiefs, or didem- (9)*, aher her death, more than 
bling her irregular conduft, pre* was becoming, in a man of his 
ferred to feveral emplopfoents. gravity, for a woman of the 
her lewdnels, and her intimacy moii unblemilhed chara^r. He 
with the abpve-qae^riPfMiri .pqr- pronoun^d hunfrif ^hcr funeral 
fons, efpecially with Tgrtulhuj oration, and beggpd .the ienate 
were fo publicly known, that a to rank her among the gods ; for 
mimic having 5>ne daya%cd hts which , he is^defemdly expofed 
companion upon the flagis, in-tiie and .ridiculed by thoaimve^men- 
preieoce of <t^ emperor, whac tionedemporor(i}. He founded 
was thcmHi^e qff theper^fiWhP ^ {bciesy of young women, 
was too fapulhlP with his wife, whom .he brought , up-a this own 
the other repeated the iiiame of oxpence, Md called after the 
T’uXfe/ three times.; whereby the cmprelsts name. Hhe village 
whple dudime pofgsiivod, shat .where fhedied-hefnide a colony, 
h^ ^ jyl- and a city, ajiing iiFat^nopoUs ; 


biol 

tmsin* ds feip, /. i. c. 14. 
p. so. 
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(7) yul. Cap, ii» 

(9) Julian, Caf. p* ly 


rH) Af. Jfn- 
( ij Idem ibiJ. 
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of £. Virus ^ who had been formerly betrothed to Jltfl Aure^ 
Ijus^ did all that lay in her power to induce^ him to ^my 
Her ; but he, not thinking it advifeable to fubjefi his children 
to the authority of a ftep-mother, took, in the rOom of a 
lawful wife,' the daughter of one of U^e deceafed emprefs's 
domeftics * ; for to that purity, which the Chriftiau religion 
requires and commands, even the moft irirtuous afnong*The 
pagan philofophers were utter Grangers. As the Syrians^ Pok- 
ing upon Cafftus as their countrymap, had readily joined him, 
a law paired at this time, ena^ing, that no one fl>^ld beftnt 
with the character of governor into his own country \ 

The next confuls were T^VitraJius PoUio and Af. Flavius 
4per^ both for the fecond time ClauMus Pompeianus^ the 
emperor’s fon-in-law, and Clodhts Albirqu^ who had reftrained 
the legions in Bitbynia from joining<r<C^tf/, as we have re- 
lated above, were likcwife confuls this year. Aurtlius^ 
7bs mpe~ arriving in the £aft,« freely forgave all the cities and commu- 
ror*s cu‘ ^nities there, which had fidcd with Cajftus^ except Antioch^ 
fneney and the inhabitants of that metropolis having djftinguilhcd them- 
goodnejM to felves, above all the reft, by their ieal for Ca^uSy and their 

therefore publilhed a fevere ediift againft 
cTa'U deprived them of all their privileges, fupprelTed their 

alTemblics, and took from them their Ihews and fpeifta- 
Camus. which they were greatly addidled. But his anger 

being foon appeafed, before he kit he reftored them to 
their former condition, and even condefeended to vllic thetr 
city. From ^yria he palTed into Egypt, where he not only 
forgave, but enriched, with feveral privileges, the city of 
Alexandria, which had likcwife Tided with Cajfws, Having 
vifited moft of the chief cities in the £aft, and given every* 
where innumerable inftances of his humanity and good-nature, 

* VuLCAT. Gall. p. 34. ■ Dio, 1 . Ixxi. p. 81 3. Idat. 

Onuph. &:c. 

and erefled a temple in it to her tues to her and to M, Aurelius, 
honour, which was afterwards with an altar, ordaiiling, that 
coniixrated to Heliogabalus, the young women, immediately after 
moft lewd and debauched of all their marriage, fiiould repair to 
the Roman emperors. The fe- it, and there offer a folemn fa- 
nate, out of flattery and com- crifice ( 2 ). By this fcandalous 
plaiftnce to the emperor, not inftitution, they deferved that 
only ranked«among the goddefles their daughters ihould ail refem- 
a perfon unworthy of a place ble Faufiina^ and their funs tom- 
among women of any modefty modus, v 

and reputation, but creded fta- 


(1) Di 9 , /. Uxi p. 813. 


he 
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hie railed from w1i%e he had Itaid Ibme time, and had 

feveral cdni^rences '^tth the celebrated (ojp^iil: Arljlides ; afai 
arrived at wiere he was initiated in xlixt Eleufijitati 

myftcries. He conferred many favburs oh the city of Athns^ 
and eftabliibed thetf public ptofeflbrs of aH fciences, with 
handfoiite allowances to be paid them yearly out of the cx- 
cfieqoer*. ■ 

From Athens he failed for liily ; and, landm^ zx Briindu- 
^»OT,*commartded bis foldicrs immediately to Tcfume, as he 
did himfeMi the Roman gown ; for neither he, nor any of his 
officers or tbldicrt^ ever appeared in Italy in a miiirary habit- 
Hfe returned to Rome with his fon Commodus^ whom he named He returns 
conful, though at that time bdt fixteen, for the enfuing year, rc Rome* 
Soon after; he honoured him with the title of mperatorj Year of 
which he himfelf affuftied for the eighth time, probably on 
account of fome vi^lory gained by Pertinax^ governor of //- ^^5*. 
lyricum^ over the Germans^ At IcngtIT, on the twenty“thir|l ^ 
of lyecemher^ With he, and his fon Commodus^ entered Rotke 
diflributing; on this occafion, large fums among the people ^ 
and foldiery, that is, as' many pieces of gold a head as he had ' 

been years abfent, which, according to Dio Cajfmsr^ were r,j^,hich he 
eight ; but, according to the calculation of others, in our tnters in 
opinion mwe cxa£l,* only fix. At the •fame time, be exhi- triumph 
bited moft pompous and magnificent {hews, though he took hh 
no pleafure himfelf in fuch diverfions; The following year, fo 7 i Com- 
Aurelius Commodm Ceefar and ^intilhs being confuh, Csm- mddus. 
modus was honoured by the fenatc with the title of the father 
of his country, and by the Cmpetor^ with that of Avgujlus ; 
on which occafion M, ^/ireZ/V/r •remitted whatever v/as due Entires 
from particulars, either to the emperor, or to the treafurv, of ^is le- 
ever fince the time in which Adrian had forgiven all fuch debts^ 

The fame year he prefented the inhabitants of Smyrna witli ^r.dgo(.d- 
large fums, enabling them by that means to rebuild their 
city, which was almoft utttrly ruined by a dreadful earth- 
quake dcfcnbed at length by Arijtides in one of his ora- 
tions *. As 'the emperor continued all this year at Rome^ or 
in the neighbourhood of that city, he reformed, partly by his 
example, and partly by wholfome laws, fcveral abufes. He 
could not fupprefb the combats of gladiators wiihout difob! iging 
tlw people } however, as be was an enemy to all cruelty and 
bloodflied, he allowed the combatants only blunt fword^, in 
the nature of our toils, faying, that with them they nfight 
equally difplay t^eir (kill and dexterity h. • . 

» Dio, p. 814. Philostrat.. fophiil. 37. Aribtip. orat. 
r Dio, ibid. Jul. Cap. p, 29. ^ Dio, ibid, Oros, 

1. vii. c. 15. Euseb. chron. ® Arist. orat. xx. * Dio 
in excerpL Val. p. 718. 
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Hi march- The next year, whcaOi^rw zxAJuliamt Rufus were 

is afasnft confula, the Marcomanni^ ana their confederates, renewing the 
fhifAzx- wlir with great vi^ur, the emperor refolved to inarch azatnft 
comatuu ; them in perfon. But, before he left Rme^ he married hja 
fon Cimmdus to Crifpina the daughter pf Bruttius Praams % 
and, repairing to the fenate, dehred leave to take out of the 
public treafure the iieceflaiv fums for canning on the vAr, 
laying, That an emperor ntd nothing of his own,'' not even 
the palace heaved in^; but that all belonged to the fenjlte and 
people He then went to the capitol, where he declar^ upon 
his oath, that, fince his acceffion to the empire, no fenator 
had been put to death by his orders ; that fuch as had perilhed 
in the relxllion, had been kilhd without his knowlege y, and 
that he would have fpared theof all, Ci^us bimfelf not ex- 
cepted, had it been in hb power fo to'do! As he was emi- 
nently (killed in philofophy, many perfons of learning ear- 
peftly intreated him to explain to them, before he left Romiy 
At moft difficult and intricate points of the different feds of 
philofophcrs ; which he did accordingly, fpending therein three 
whole days. They feemed to apprehend, that, by his death, 
this knowlege might have been loft ; which fliews how tho- 
roughly he was verfed in the different tenets of the various fe£U 
of phiiofophers A: length he fet out from with his 

fon CmmoduSi on the fifth of of the year 179. the 

ei^teenth of his reign 

and gains The following year, Commodus Auguflus and 7*. Annins 
a fignal Aurelius Ferns being confuls the fecond time, M, Aurelius 
nii^ory gained a fignal vi£lory over the Marcomami^ Hermonduri^ 
ever them, j^adiy and Sarmatians y for which both he, and his fon 

moduiy as appears from feveral antient infci iptions, took the 
title of imperaior All we know of this adlion is, that the 
Roman army was commanded by Paternusj and the Germans 
were utterly defeated S ; infomuch that all Germany^ and the 
, different nations inhabiting it, would have been obliged to 
Y ^'^f fubmit to the Raman yoke, had not Antoninus been prevented 
by death from crowning his conquefts with the reJu^ion of fo 
2C2Q. P<^werful and extenfive a country. He died the following year. 
Of Chrili ^t'stfens and Sex, ^intilius Candianus r being confuls, on the 
i8r. feventeenth of Marchy after having lived fifty-eight years, 
Of Rome months, and twenty-two days, and reigned, ^from the 
929. death of Antoninus PiuSy eighteen years, and ten or eleven 

• Dxo, p. 814* ^ JvL, Cap. in Caff, p 41. • Spart. 

in Comm. p. 50. & Dxo, p. 814. Dio, p. 810. Rl- 

RAO. p. 227. JUL, Cap. in M. Aur. p. 34. < 

p. fjo. Sc 814. 
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days ^ (NJ, Tsird days before be died, be recommended 
his fon Commadufto the army, and conjured bis friends to aflft 
him with their advice* On the feventii day of his illneis, he 
defired to fee his fon a»in ^ but immediately difinifled him, 
left he {bould be infeded Wi& the fame diftemper* When he 
was gone, he fompofed himfelf, as if he defigned to ftrap, 
and expired the following night i. He died, according to 
TertuUuin \ at Sirmiumj now Sirmicb^ in Sclavma \ accord- 
ing to the two Vi&ors^ at Vendohna^ now Viama^ in Aufiria. 

We need not mention the concern of the foldicry, and Roman 
people, for the loft of fo good and fogreat a prince. His body, 
or rather his aflies, were combed to Rome^ and depolited iti 
the monument of Adrian. He was immediately ranked among He h 
the gods, a temple waseeref^ed to him, and an order of priefts ranked 
appointed to his honour. Whoever had not fome image or among the 
ftatue of M. Aurelius in his houfe, W4» judged a facrilegious 
perfon, fays JuUus CaptuUnus ; in whofe time, that is, in the 
reign of Diodejian^ he was ftill worfliiped in moft families 
among their domeftic gods K 

He was, without all doubt, one of the greateft and beft 
princes that ever fwayed a feeptre. His only fault was, ac* Hh fault, 
cording to ^io Cajftus^ his too great geodnefs ; for, though 
he rewarded with much generofity the good and virtuous, yet 
lie did not reftrain and punifii. With due feverity, the vicious 
and wicked ^ whence fome govci nors of provinces, prefuming 
upon his good-nature, plundered, and often with impunity, 
the people committed to their care (O). The meditations 

of 

m 

** Dio, p. 810, & 814. & ThEoph. Antioch. 1 . iii. p. 137. 

Chton. Alex. p. 614. * Jul. Cap. p. 34. ** Teriul. 

apol. c. 25. I Jui«. Cap. p. 34. 


(N) Dio Caffius polltively af- 
firms, that* he was difpatchca by 
his phyficians, defirous to curry 
favour with Commodut ; and adds, 
that, when the tribune came to 
him the lad time for the parole, 
he bid him go to and 

court, not the fetting, but the 
rifiiig fun (3). On the other 
hand, Juhus CapitolinusiotmiXQ 
afci^ibe hh death tcpa contagious 
cjiljicmper 1 for he tells us, that 
the*pfague rtill raged m the ar- 
SB) « and add", that the empe- 


ror, wid^ much ado, prevailed 
upon hj 7 fon,and his friends, not 
to abandon him i which he took 
fo mneh amifs, that he abftaincd 
from all fort of nourilbment. 

(O) Julius Capitohnus blames 
him for winking at the monftrout 
exceifes of his wife, and for pro- 
moting to the foverei^ power 
L. yetus^ whom he muft have 
known to quite unequal to, 
and altogether unworthy of, that 
hiph dig^ty, fince Antouimts Ptut 
had not fo much as hdboured 
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Bis medl- of MiAjbtrtltm^ Which have reached our times, ire highly com- 
tacions. mendcf by all th&‘ antiepts, as an epitome the ben rules 
^hkhhqmm reafon, or pfflpfophy, can fiUggeft for the cpn- 
.4u^t of a virtuous life. Some have quedidned, whether what 
has been tranfmitted to us be the whole work, or Only ait 
of it, feeing it confifls of loofe ahif^unconneded fen- * 
tences, whereof the .fenfe is not always complete.^ But the 
ableft critics are of opinion, that^A/. Aurtlius left the work 
fuch^S it at prefent, having ‘ Compofed it only for his' pri*^ 
vate life Itconfiilsof twelve books, of which the lirft 
feeim to have been compofed tn the height of the Mitrc^man^ 
nic war, while he was encamp^ on the banks of thViGrtf/f in 
the country of the ^adt He ended fhe fecond book at 
Carnuntum^ of which city we have fyolcen above, where he 
rcfided, according to Eutrnpius^ three whole years. Hd feems 
to have put the lafl l^nd to this work before the death of. 
^ Faujl}m i for, in the ninth book, he fpeaks of her as yet 
living, and ready to lie-in i that is, before the end of the fif- 
teenth of his reign u (P}. As M. Aurelius was a great encou- 
rager of learning, many eminent writers, efpecially philofo- 
pbers, fiourilbed in his reign, of whoni wc (hall give a parti- 
cular account in our quotes (Q^). 

® Vide Voss. hift. Grsec. f. ii. c. 14. ■ M. Axtrel. 

1. i. c; 15. 0 Idem, Lix. c. 3. 

him with the title of Ce/ar. (Q) The moll celebrated among 

7 'he, emperor Julian prefers M. the philofophers were, Crefeen^ 
Aurelius to Ce/ar, to ^ugujlus'^ iius, Celfus, Lucian^ Demonax^ 
and to all the other princes who Alexander the famous impoftor, 
had reigned till his time but at Sextus the Stoic, Sex/us the em- 
the fame time finds fault with piric, NvMenes, Hermgenu, Ari~ 
him for bequeathing the empire fiides, &c. Crefeeniiu's^ was a 
to his vicious fon Coma^j, and Cynic philofopbcr, and, according 
not tohis fon'in-lawPow/Wiivx/, to the chara^r which Tatian 
^ who was a perfon of extraordinary draws of him , intirdy abandoned 
parts, and well qualified Ibrfo to all manner bflewdnefs (6). 
greatatruft (4). He inveighed with great vihilmce 

(P) We mull not confbund againil the Chriftians, whom he 
thi^ book with another intituled charged with impiety and atheifm, 
barologium frincifum, which was though in ieveral conferences and 
publiSied under the name of M, difpuces he had befen conv&ced 
Aurelius, but is thought to have of the truth by Jufiiu the 
been compofed by Antonius Gm-’ tyr, who was,"" chiefly at his in- 
njora a Bfanijk bilhop (5], ^gation, crowned with martyr- 

(4> Julian. C/rfi ij, 14, a;, 25. 41, 49. (^l Prtti Vtffx bift, Orat, 

(ft) >>.157. 


dom. 
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dom (7). , We da AQC kiioiv» » tix^e a/* of Sat^tngM 

that he left writing behind (4). Cii/ks intituled his work 
him. We find two wToiophere agatnfi the Chrifiiaos irui it/- 
bearing the name of and twfti ; but Origin fliews^ that 

hothoftheied of £*^/r^rii^»men- he aimed at nothing leTs than 
tioned by Origin (8). *Of tfiefe, truth, and confutes him with great 
odeilourSIhedundef h/Srm.and the Jeaming, piety, and judgment. 
Other under Adrian^ and his im- Many writers look upon Origin's 
mediate fuceefibrs (9). The lat- anfwer to Ci/fus, as the beftapo- 
thr w|Ote fevend nooks againft logy for the Chrifiian religion 
magic, much commended by Ln- that ever was pubJilhed (5]. Fu- 
iinn^ whoinrcribed to him his minks it contains whatever 
hidoryof the celebrated impofior was, or ever will be, faid upon 
AUnander^ which he underto()k that fubjed (6). Origin wrote 
at his infiigation ( 1 )«* 4 ^me di- In the reign of the emperor Phi- 
fiinguilh this writer fiom the Op^ who was killed in the year 
author of the difcourfes againfi 249 {y), 
the Chriftians, whom Orig/n con- The* works of Lucian have 
fiited i but Baronins^ and mofl: reached our times, and are de- 
critics, aferibe to the fame writer fervedly admired for the elegance 
the books againft magk, and thofe and purity of the ftile ; but filled 
againft the Chriftian religion. It with impioas and atheiftical fen- 
is certain, that C/^/, whom OH- timents : whence he had the fur- 
gta anAvtrsb lived long before his name ofithe Atheift^ or the Blaf- 
time; but not before the /eign of phemer (8). He was a native 
M. Aurflins : for he not only of Sami/ata in Syria^ and of a 
fpeaks of the Marcionifts, who mean defcenc. In his youth he 
firft appeared about the year 142. declaimed, and plcad^ caufes, 
the fifth of the reign of Antoninus .and was in bb old age re^iftcr to 
but of the followers of the governor of Eg^pt ( 9 ). Zui- 
Blarctllina^ a woman of the fcA ' das writes, that he was thought 
of Carpocratisp who came to to have been devoured by dog*. 
Borne in the year 157. the twen- for having ridiculed (he Chriftian 
tieth of M. Auri/iuj's reign (2). religion, without fparing even 
He probably publilhed his work efie guthor of it ; but of fuch a 
againft the Chriftians during the death no mention is made by any 
peHecution of M, Aurelius i for writer who flouriftied before Su/- 
he reprefonts them as reduced to das. Some fay, that be em- 
conceal thtmfelves through fear braced, and afterwards renounced, 
of being dragged to execution the Chriftian religion 2 but this 
(3). Cbryfojiom mentions one opinion is founded only on a 
Celfusp no doubt the fame writer wrong tranflatfon of the word 
who publilhed fome pieces againft in Saidas by ro^fisna- 

(he Chriftian religion before the tor, and upon Indian's being bet- 

(7) Bufet. /. iv. i«. (8) Qrig. m Ciff. /. i. p. 8. {9) 

ihid, (i) Luetan, pfeud. p. 498. Orig» f« Cf_/, !, 4 iu 

p. 414. ^/. V. p. zjz, JrtH. /. i. c. 24. (3) Idfrn iW, (+) Chxi. 

in X CurintL. iBoM. vi. (?) yule Du Pin, tjm.u p. 3'>9, (0 1 /• -• 

(eh% /. vx. f. 36. (7) idem iM. Hter. p. 4;«, 434, (H} 

p. 55, (9) Luoiant biftt p, 359* id upA, p* 262, 

R 4 tci* 
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ter albqtialntea with the teiii^aiid * ** and to fall opM no pToi^oda^ 
do&,Tinc of the Chrifliane^ thn ** tion into a patffiOn 
other' iJn^na. He wrote the life in i^hk diilogne on friend- 
of S^atis of a fediotti (hip, fpeaks Of feverai wars be^ 

philhfodher, who pradtifed great tween the Scytbiansg who dwelt 
aufterities ( i); bat that Work on the banks of the and 

has not reached os* Some haire, the other northern barbarlanSit 
againft all reafon and authority, efpecially thofe of Bo^^nts^ who 
aferibed to him the life of JpoU were in Lucian*B time governed 
Umus TyanituSf which was done by Leucanor^ and afterwards by 
by Fbikfiratus (a). HeoWrote« BubiotisYM natural brother. teu» 
according to the life of canor probably fucceeded Rha- 

the pfiitofopher Demnax^ whofe metxlces^ who was king of 
difciple he had been. He repre- pot^ta in tjbe reign of Antmtinus 
fonts him as the greattft philofo- Pius, tThf fliips which laved 
pher of his time ; bat, after all, Lucian, as we (ball relate pre- 
he was only a Cynic, foigewhat fently, were carrying the embal« 
morcipolifhedaod civiliaed than fadors of Eupator, king of the 
the reft of his brethren. What fame country, to Pontus, either 
wefindmoft commendable in him to pay there the money which 
IS, that, though he was of a no- was yearly owing from them to 
ble family, rich* eloquent, and the Rmans, or to receive that 
well verfed in moft branches of which the Romans annually paid 
learning s yet he lived iif pover- to them ; for the words swi ar- 
ty. pra£tffim great aufterities, and /a/cTiT are capable of both fenfes. 
would not fuffer any one to attend Eubiotts, in his war againft the 
him. When he grew old, and Scythians, led wifh him all the 
could n9 longer live without be- Greeks, according to the evpref- 
iilg alTifted by others he chofe lion of Lucian (4) t that is, at 
rather to die of hanger, than to we fappofe, the inhabitants of 
fuffer any one to perform the the Greek cities on the Cberfone* 
leaft oftice about him. He was /v/.’whidi confirms the opinion 
a native of Cyprus , but lived at* of thofe who maintain, that the 
Athens, where he was highly kin^s of Bosporus were mafters of 
efteem^ in his lifc*time, hnd that country. The account which 
equally regretted after his death. Lucian gives us of the celebrated 
The Athenians intending to efta- impoftor Alexander is veiy di- 
blifti in their city a combat of verting. He was a native of 
gladiators, he told them. That Abouitichos, a mafricim city of 
they ought (irft to overturn, and Pamphylta,^Tid generally revered 
utterly demolifh, an altar which on account of his pretended pre- 
they had crefted to Mercy, The didions, and counterfeit miracles, 
emperot having defired fome of as a prophet. Lucian, however, 
his friqnds to ask hina, in his who was not i^ifily deceive^ 
name, what was the bejj method looked upon him as an impoftor, 
of governing, he anfwered, '‘To ridiculed his miracles, and cx- 

fpcak little, to hear much, pofedLiminallcompaniesj which 

(i) 'LiifiVn. xn vft Dim nac, p. 1146. (2) Jf'U Vff hft, CrXe, /. iJ. 

f ( 3 / ^ 546 c;5, (4; Xdcn,^Toxar, 

y 6sS 
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(6 provoked tte pnWsiided pro^ wHtiftg hit life; and^ntingUm 
phety that he endcavoored to Air in hit tme osloiirs. Hiit piece» 
up hit countiyitiep. the inhabit* however, he did not pablilli till 
ants of Akanitiei^t againft him. the impoftor^ death, which feemt 
<^/rjcWrr,itevcnthde(8, feme time to have happened in the reign of 
afegr, pretended to be reconciled !Rf. Annlius, 
to him I and even offered him a S€xtus was a native of Ck^tro^ 
ihip to convey him to Ama/lris mta in by feft a Stme^ 

in PontuSf whither his * affairs and had been preceptor tq 
called him. Lucian accepted the AmnHuc and £. Vnus, Molt 
offer 9 bat was not a little fur- writen fnppofe him to have been 
prifed, when, at a great diflanoe nephew to Plutarch, M, Aurt* 
from land, he obferved the pilot •Itus went feeqoently to hear Mm 
biirAing all at once ii^o tears* after he was emperor, and owns 
and m&ing various ftgnsito the in his meditations, that he was 
mariners. Lucian imagined the indebted to him for many excels 
veffel to be in danger ; but was lent ruleorelating to the oonduft 
more terrified, when the pilot of a moral and virtnons lUe (5). 
feankly owned to him, that he ApulHus glories in being de- 
had received pofitivs oiders from feended from him by his mother 
Alexander to throw him into the (6). At the fame time fiourifhed 
fea : but could not prevail upon another phUofopher bearing tho* 
himfelf, after having lived fo long fume name, but a native of Lihja^ 
without rcprd&ch, to commit a and by left a Pyrt^henian {7)^ 
murder in his old age. He left He is (Hied by Ga/rv, and Dh* 
him, however, in a defert and genes Laertius^ the empiric. Some 
bari'cn ifland, where he mud have of his works have reached our 
foon perifhed, had he not been times (8}, confounds him 

laved by the velTcls of the king of with the other Sextus, and the 
Bo/yirust which happened to fail o\iier with Sextus Condianus, who 
by. He was for profecuting was eonful in 180. There are 
Alexander before Che governor of fiill extant four hundred and 
Potttus and Biihynia ; bat chat thirty fentences of a philofopher 
magiftratedilluaded him from it : named Sextus or X)Jlus, which 
telling him, that he could not were tranllated into Z!a//xr by .^4;- 
condemn Altxandir, without in- finus of Aguileia, under the name 
curring the difpleafure of Raii- of St. Sixtus, pope and martyr 
lianas, who was very powerful • (9). St.^ Auftin was for feme 
at court, and liad in hi^ old age time deceived by them (i). But 
married the daughter of she iin- St. Jertm, in Icveral places of his 
podor, believing the moon to be works, aferibes them to feme phi- 
her mother. Thus LurLn had lofuphcr of the left of Pytbage- 
no other means left of b?ing re- ?as {2). About this time AV 
vengcu *on Alexander , but by is 1 deewife fnppofed to h&vc 

• 

(5) M. An*, I I. c. 6 . ( 6 ) ApuK mrfjp! I.u p. 105. (7^ RuatJ, 

mt ritttarch. e, c. ri'le J^nf, t, x\ c, l. (o) Bih, pntr, 

*,^65. (1) A'i^. fit/atl U u. t. 4^. {t) titer, ad Cv. 

5, 2 . in I'.ju. 


fleuriilKdj 



1159 / .8^ lit 

fl9onfbed, whofe writings are of philolbpii7« and |ppKed 
often quoted by Eufehius felf to thut of eloquenoe^ oadev 

J^eodm^^s egainft pagans* celebrated' Mtr^s Atticw^ 

Client of AU^andria quotes He declaimed id his own coun- 
him for this famous faying, That try ; hut did tiot meet with the 
Plato nvas but h^ofes Jfeaktnf applaufe he cx^fbd (9).. 

’ Greek (3). He was, according chus was a native of JEg^ io 
to Suidas (4.), a native of Afia- licia^ l)y profedion a fophiil^ and 
mea in Syria, pje fhews, that one of the ddciples of 
flaib copied from Mofts what he the Mihfian^ of wbom^ Wf jiave 
wrote coDcerniog Goo, and the fpoken in the re%a of Adrian, 
forming of the uiiiverfe .(3). He Philofiratus fecms co have ancer- 
hay^^n blamed by the pagans • tained a great opinion of hin4 and 
for eitplaining the myfteries of not undcfcrvedly i for he is fakl 
CeriJ and Projhfine ; which god- to havct had an utter contempt for . 
defies are faid to have appeared riches, and to have fpent his 
to him in the attire qf common whole eftate in pUEchafing corn 
proftitutes, to reproach him by for his poor countrymen during 
chatmeanswiththedate to which a famine (1). AUxandtr Wras 
he had reduced them, by ac- likewife by profeiiion a fopbiil, 
quainciog the world with the ce- and is greatly commended by 
^remontes pradifed in the celebra- FbHoftratm, He was bom in 
tion of their mylleries 5 which is Seleucia^ comprifed. at that time 
not much to their Jiodbur* He in Cilicia \ but afterwards eaifed 
publifhed feveral works, which to the metropolis ofj^«r/4*,. His 
are frequently quoted by Origen^ mother, though married, * was 
Eufebiui, Eunapiusp Thiodoretus, thought to have had him by a 
and Htfycbius \ but none of them criminal conver&tion with, ApA- 
haye reached us (6). Hefeems Tyevevr (s), whofe chaftity 

to have joined together the tenets has, by fome writers, been might- 
qf Plato and Pythagoras : whence ily cried up. He was one of 
he is by fome ranked among the the difciples of Fauorinas^ Adri- 
followersofP 4 irtf}byo£hers,among av's great favourite, and after* 
the Pythagoreans [y). Cronos, Ari^ wards fecremry for the Qrteh 
ftocfes,Antioehus, Alexander, Her- tongue CO Af. Jfarv/mr. Pernm- 
mogenes, Arifiides, and Pbryniem, gtats, a native of Tarjus^ gained, 
were ail cotemporaries with Hu- fuch rqiucation ampng^ the fo- 
mine». Crones was one of his uphills, when he waSfhut, 4 fteen 
difciples, and wrote a creatifeon 'years old> iliat M. Aurelius wen; 
the generation of things, which ioferfosi to hear him, was great- 
we find quoted by Origin and ly taken with his extraordinary 
Plotinus (8). Ariftocies was a genius, and loaded him With pre- 
native of Pergamus, and firft a fents ; but,.as heftujpafled moil 
Peripatetic philofopher i but af- men when he was but chitd,^ 
liemards he abandoned the iludy fo, when be attained to man's 

(ilC.'em. jinm. i. {4} SuiJ, p , 142. fsj Idem ibid, 

ffi) Fide e. so, Xl) Idtm ibsd. ( 8 ) Hun 

Fkilcjit. 7.*yt {i) Idem» (%J Idem, 
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cfttte, he ddferVed to be raiikc4 
among diildr^a^ fays FfiUoJha- 
tm (3)* However, he hyeo to 
a' great ageydeiptfed by thofc who 
had once admired him tf). 

otic of the moft celebrated 

fophifts of his time, was a na- 
tive of jtdriMvtthfitu in 
He is highly commended on ac- 
cotmtof his eloquence, by Phty- 
niem his cotemporary (5), by 
PhiUfirAtui (6), and generally by 
all the antiencs ; but, if he ex- 
celled, as he is £ud to have donei 
all the other fophifts,«Tevral of 
his oration®, wh.ch have reached 
oar tim« (7)f convince us, that 
we have no rcafon to regret the 
lofs of their works. He was fub- 
icSt to various ihfirmities, and 
cooftancly indifpofed. We 
in his journal, which he intitules 
fatnd difeouffts, many things re- 
lating to malhdies, and cheii re- 
medies, wh'ichhe prptendsto have 
kamt of Mfiulafiui in his dreams 
{«). Notwkhftanding his infir- 
mities, he lived to a great age, 
anddM in the reign of Common 
dust 

‘ or, as he is ftilcd by 

others, SatMfantius^Apul€ius^yf^& 
a native of Madamra a Roman 
Colony on the borders of Nurni- 
dia and GtitJiu, <he fon of 
one of the chief men of that 
city, hnd of Sdmia one of the 
deftendents of Phaarcb (9). He 
pafled his childhood partly m 
Greece (for his mother .was ori- 
ginally of Uiffab), and partly 
at Caribage^ where he learnt, 
without the afliftance of an in- 
flru£lSr,the Latin ; but not with- 


out much kbour, as he himfetf 
owns* From Carthage he went 
to Athens, where he applied him- 
Cplf to the ftudy of poetry, geo- 
metry, diale£lics, and mufic, and 
thoroughly informed himfelf of 
the different tenets of the va- 
rious fedb of pbilofophers ; but 
embraced that of PJa/e, which, 
however, did not prevent him 
from fiudying magic With great 
application. He is even faid to 
» have been fo well (killed in that 
art, as to work feveral miracles, 
which the pagans oppofed to thofe 
of our Saviour (i)- Thefe mi* 
racles, i|pwever, arc not well 
attend; and Apuleius himfelf, 
being accufed as a magician be* 
fore Claudius Maxijnus proconful 
of Africa, endeavoured to clear 
himfelf from that charge, as from 
an enormous crime, by an excel- 
lent difcdiirfc^ which has reached 
our times ( af He is thought to 
have fiudM that art in Thejfaly^ 
where it was in great requeit (3)1 
St. AuRin (which to us kerns 
\ery ftrange) doubts whether what 
Apuleius writes of his being, by a 
me^ potion,transfonnedrato aa 
a(s,^s true or fabulous (4}. The 
pagans tbemfelves looked upon 
his metamorphofes as only fit to 
amufe children (5). He wrote 
with great elegance both in Greek 
and Latin ; but Jiis (ble is iome- 
what affedted , he is fond of anti- 
quated words, coins new ones, and 
frequently gives new ideas to old 
ones. He was reckoned one of 
the moft eloquent men of his age, 
but neither hts eloquence, nor his 
other extraordinary accomplifh- 


t. il». (6) JS- .(7) I'xit^Pba. t. HO. fiff. 

f,l Pkikd> it’d- Satd. ^.446. ^fxd- mtt- !• a- p. >U. & pnl. 

a 10 CO Hirt-. //. Ixaxi. tan, hb, V. C. 3 . tpift, cxixvi. 

c\TaPuL apol. I3J ^ ^S; f4; Aifg. fiwf. Der, L xvji,. 

e 18. (5) /• i®"' Sfipm, A x. c. 2. 
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iMits,everraired him to anx dig- 
nity ii^ the empire ; though he 
was. fae^ froixi defptung honours, 
as appears from the manner in 
itrhi^ he fpeaks of a iiatue ere^^ 
cd to him at Ore, a city of^ihe 
province of T ripoiitafut, where he 
lOarried a woman named Puden- 
iiiia ; and of the Office of pontif 
conferred upon him in his own 
coiitntry, which gave him a right 
to cxfalBt combats of gladiators 
and wild beafts. Several pieces 
. ef ApuUius are ftill extant* and 
ibme fragments of others., which 
h^ve been long fince lod. Of 
the former, fome are ‘b?;t a bare 
trsmflation ' of ArifiotU^ or of 
other ancient writers (6) He 
is often quoted by the antients, 
as appears from the colle^ion of 
iuch quotations prefixed rb his 
works, but efpecially bv St. Au- 
JUs, who takes great Spains to 
confute his falfe theology ( 7 ). 

Amongfi the hifiorians who 
fiourifoed under M.Aftre/ivSftho£e 
of chief note are Tolytenm a ilih- 
Cidonitm^ who inferibed to M, Au- 
relius and L, Verus the eight, 
books of flraugems publifhfld by 
Cafauhon (8^ He left Ikher 
works (and, among the reft, a 
defeription of the city of Thebes 
which have been long fince loft 
(9). Amyntianus wrote, and ad- 
drefied to M. Auneliui^ the hifto- 
ry'of Alexander the GVrtfr,whicli 
wss not much admired. He like- 
wife publiflied the, life of Demi- 
tiany and the lives of fome other 
Latin and Greek princes ( 1 ) ; but 
jione of his works have reached 
our thnes. Damopbilus 

have undergone the /amc fate : 
he was a phBofopher and I'ophift, 


brought up, M ns, 

(2!), hyjulumm^ ivhawas con-* 
ful in the year iff* theiUheendi 
of M. Aurelius's reign. ' He is 
frequently quoted by the empe- 
ror Juliem, who foppofes hinv to 
have been a native of Bitbymm. 
Some of his works he inferibedi 
to hoUitu Maximus {3)* The 
hiftory of Grew, written by 
Pau/anias in ten books, h£u 
reached os. The author i^cribea 
with great care andexa^lnefs the 
fttuation and antiquities of each 
city, a'*.d all the curiofities which 
in bis time were to be feen in a 
country once, ib famous; bot 
fome critics find fault with him 
for interweaving his hiftory with 
fo many fables, which, however, 
are of great- ufe for the right ua- 
derftanding of the antient writers 

(4) . It appears from the quota- 
tions of geographer, 

that he deferibed after the fame 
manner Pbatnieia and Syria, He 
beftows mighty encomiums upon 
Antoninus Pius, and mentions his 
wars with the Germans, Sarma- 
tians, and other barbarians ; 
whence it is plain, that he had 
not done writing in the year 173 

(5) . He relates nothing pofterior 
to the reign of M, Aurelius i. 
whence we may conclude, that he 
eitlier died, or ended his work, 
under that prince. Pbihflratus 
fpeaks of one Pax/anias a mphift, 
a native of Cafarea in Cappaio^ 
da, and difciple of Hnrodes At* 
thus. Of this Pau/anias he ob- 
ferves, that he fpent the gre^teft 
part of his life at Remr ; that, in 
fpeaking, he changed all the 
quantities, and did not difiinguifh, 
the letters that had a like (band ; 
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wlncb, hoyvfiterf was common 
XoaXithtGKpfad»dduu ( 6 ). Pifi- 
lofirutus afcribes to liiffl ibmo 
declamations ; whence he ought, 
in our opinion^ to be diftingui ihed 
ftom the hiflorian of that name, 
though and Syilmrgtus take 
tl^e author of the hiftory, and of 
the declamations, to be one and 
the fame writer (7) ; for we can- 
not titiilk, that Piilqfiretus would 
have ptdTed over in ^ence fo 
gr^t and important a work, had 
the Ipphift been the author of it. * 
Seidas fpeaks of anotl^r Pauja- 
nim^ by birth a Laceddhtoniatt, 
who wrote the hiiloiy of hiaown 
country ; but we mull diflinguifli 
him alfo from the author of the 
hiftory of Gnec^, who rebukes 
the Lacidamonians with great 
liberty, and whole diale£b comes 
nearer the Ifnic than the Dorict 
which was^he diale£l of the La- 
cedemonians *(8). In the begin- 
ning of the reign of M. Jarelius^ 
floUriihed e^ntlamhliehwioy birth 
a Babylonian, and by proleljllon 
a magician. He publilhcd feve- 
ral works in Greek, and, among 
the refl, one ililed Babylonica 
(9), which is laid hy 7 ennuliusx.o 
be dill preierved in the famous 
library of the Efcurial in Spain 
( I ) . Perhaps it was confumed by 
the late conflagration ; for ciuat 
was the face of many ineftimabie 
manurcripts lodged in chat famous 
library. Alleuius publifhed 
a fl*agmenc of it. Voffius takes 
Jamblichus\ Bishylenica \o be no- 
thing elfe but the Ally romance, 
of which Pbatius has been at the 
trouble of giving us too long an 
nbftraA. Saidas icems to inflnu- 


ate the fame thing. Photius tells 
ns, that lamiliehus was origiiudfy 
a (lave, and relates feveral parti^ 
Cttlars concerning him, copied 
from an unknown author (z). 
Tbeephylus of Asdsoeh has tranf- 
mitted tp us a table of the 
Roman emperors, from ytd&ts 
C*Jar to the death of M, Aure- 
lius, with the years, months, 
and days, of their refpe^ive 
reigns. This table was made by 
one of Af. Aurelius*^ freedmen 
named Chryfores, and not Cra- 
ter, as Vojfius calls him, led into 
that miflake by the text of Theo- 
phylui, where we read 'cv 0 

inflead of vofjLSPKKeLTaf^ 
as it is corrcflcd by Scaliger (3). 
The above-mentioned table was 
copied from a work of Chryfores^ 
containing the names and chro« 
nology of all thofe who had ruled 
in Rome,^Sfom the foundation of 
the city to the time of Af. Au- 
relius. Sealiger has added it to 
the chronology of Eufehius, It 
is likewife to be found in the 
works of Clement of Alexandria, 
frie from mof^ of the faults which 
have crept into that of ^beophy- 
lits. ^milius Parthenianus com- 
poied the hiflory of all tboie who , 
attempted to ufurp the fovcrcign 
power. He did not end his hi- 
ftory before the year 175. for he 
wrote the life of Arjidius CaJJjus, 
He is quoted by Vukatius GalH- 
canus, who flouriflicd under Die- 
< left a tr . Vofus ran ks h im am ong 
the Laiin biflorians (4). The 
grammarian Proculus, who in- 
ftrudted M. Aurelius in the Latin 
grammar, and was on that ac- 
count ruifed by him to the con- 


Pbxhji, /of>h, 39 . ( 7 ) Ppff. hift.Crae, L\\. r. 14 . ( 8 ) 

(9) Pket. e, 49. (i) ,tbtd /.if, p. jSz. & Samuei 'Ttnrnil, tsi 

gut, ad lamhl. arith. Ammia, mnn. i668« (c) Phot. p. 142. 

(\) Vak Scat, in ebr^n, Sufib, p, 396. f^j Voj. ki/h Las, I, iii. 
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fulihip, pnblifheda work on fo' the lives of tli<i from 

reign countries, or, as Tome 13^ the death of M. Aui^liul to the 
it, Teligions, Je regmihus^ or n- reign of GordiaH ; that'it^ to the 
iigiimbus ($). He was by birth year 238 (4). Brit Fiiffki fpeaks 
an African s but thoroughly . of the grammarian and faidorfan 
verfed in the Latin tongue (6). as twb different perfons ; and 
Hepbaftion and H^fp9rrA/ioff,>who truly the hiftotian might have 
inilrafted L, Verns in the Grtek been born in the reign of An- 
tongue (7), have both left Tome relius shut cannot be faidtohave 
works behind them. An excellent flourifhed undei* that prince, finoe 
piece Vera nutrick^ which feems he was fttll writing fifty -eight 
to be very antient, and bears the years after his death (5). Artr- 
name of one Htpbaftion^ a gram- midorust author of feveral books 
marian of Alexandria^ has reach- ' on the interpretation of dreams, 
.ed our times, and is commonly lived under Antnninus Piits and 
afcribed to Heph/rftion the pre- ilf. AUrelius ; for he is quoted 
ceptor of Ir. Virus, Suidas men- by Lucian ; and he himfelf tells 
tions feveral ocher werks pub- us, that he was'acquahttedwith 
lifhed by him (8). Another one who had entered die lifts, in 
learned piece is ftill extant, on the the combats that' were exhibited 
ten orators of Athens^ done by by Antoninus Pius at Puteoli^ iti 
ontValeriusHatpocrationS^^^^'^ honour of Adrian, He was a 
to have been preceptor to native of Ephefiss^ and in his 

.. (9). At this time flourilhedy^A other works Ailed himfelf Arte^ 
lonius of Alexandria, furnamed midorus the Ephejiem ;but, in that 
Dyfcoles, who publiihed feveral on the interpretation of dreams, 
grammatical pieces. Some of he took the fumame of Daldieh 
his works have reached our nus from Daldis, a fmall city of 
. times ; to, wit, four books on the Lydia, the birth-place of his mo- 
fyntax, Co which is prefixed his ther. He wrote four books on 
life, done by an anonymous wri~ the interpretation of dreams, 
ter, and another piece, intituled, which have reached os. With a 
Some falfe hiftories, or rather fifth, wherein he relates the iftue 
njuonderful biftories (1). He was of feveral dreams. Of thefc 
father to one Herodianus, who books be inicribed the three firft 
lived, according to Suidas, in the to one Caffius Maximus a Pbmnh 
time of M, Aurelius, and publifli> Aan^ who, it feems, was a man 
feveral grammatical piecesfz). of great eloquence, and his par- 
Arnmianus Marcellinus reckons ticular friend ; andthe two Others 
him among the many great men to his fon, named likewiie Arte^ 
for whom the world was indebted midorus (b) . Befides thefe books, 
to t\it mufeum of Alexandria {^), he wrote fome others (according 
Sylburgius takes him to be the hi- to Suidas (7}, wtio ftitbs him a 
ftorian Herodianus, who wrote philofopher) on the manner of 

' (5) fTret, PoWo, bificK trigin, tyrannor, ^.195. (6) V^. lift. Lot, 

Lx, c, 12. (7) Jul, Cap, in vu. Ver, p, 3^. (8) Sttid, 

р, iza^, (9) Itkvj, p, 441. (1) Vojf, bft, Grac, //A. ii. 

с, 14. (2) Suid.p. 379. (3) Jlatmiatt, /.xxli, p, a3c. (4J In 

tlerodian, prd, * ' (^e) Vof, ibid, /. i. c, 1 % (6). Arttmidpr, 

/* i. e, a8. /. iii. c, 67. (7) Suid, p, 442. 

fore- 



€JX!Kl. ?ii».RoilMtn tilpry. 255 

foretelling events by biT#i and ife/tus Fronto had been conful, 
by the 'lines pf the hand. For when Juhu CeUiui was yet a 
the compiling of his books on youth {7), ^ He beftous great 
he read all the authors encomiums on Che celebrated phi- 
who had handled the fame fub- Icfopher and apofiate Peregritm ; 
jed, and were very numerous^; but does net mention his death, 
hafpent many years in traveling which rendered him more famous 
tiirottgh all the provinces, and than any thing he had done in^ 
vifiting all the cities of the em- his life-time; for hs publFciy 
pife s he conferred with all thofe burnt himfelf at the fports of the 
who pretended tor’ any knowlege two hundredth and thirty-hxth 
in divination ( 8 ) ; and the fruit Olympiad : whence we conclude, 
of fb many labours, journeys, in< \kisdxAuluiG$llius had done writing 
quiries, conferences, ^c, v/as a* before that time, that Is, before 
work the mod ufeleis ajid trifliifg the year 165. of the Chriftisn 
that ever was publlfhed^ as is sera, the fifth of the reign of 
owned by thofe who have been jfurelius L.Verus. He ftu- 
at the pains ofilludrating it with died grammar at Rtme^ and philo - 
rotes (9). The fame author fophy at Athens^ under Cak'ijZt, 
wrote fotne books on phyfjc (i). Taurus i w'hence he returned to 
Marcellas of Ida in Pampbylia Pome. He left no work behinj 
wrote, in the reign of M. Au him, except his noHes AnicA ; 
rf//ar, forty-two lx>oks, in hexa- for thus he ftiled the colicCtton of 
meter verfe, on phyfic ; and is fcveral memorable and arauiing 
quoted by "St. Jerom (2). Ma- events which he compiled for the 
rHllus a Latin poet wrote fome ufe of his children (b). St. Au. 
fatires in the ^ginning of the fiin commends him on account oi 
reign of M, Aurelius., not fparing his eafy and eluant elocution , 
that prince, »nor his predeceffor but moft critics find fault with 
Antoninus Pius ; but he patiently Ifis antiquated words, his harlh ano 
bore his raillieries (3). ApuUius improper expreflions, apd» above- 
fpeaks of a poet who lived in his all, with w ant of judgment u < 
time, and had begun an excellent choofing, for his colie^ion, fudk 
poem upon Alexander the Great events as are for the moll part ol 
(4}. This is probably the writer no importance, and only contat* 
whom he calls elfewheie (5} Cor^ fome grammatical and triiling re 
tvinus Clemens, and who wa:> qua;* marks. Macrobius, however, ofcct* 

Itor. Aulus CtlUus, or Agelltus, copies him. The annals of Gel 
mud have fiourilhed about this lius ard frequently quoted by the 
time : for he was difciple to Titus ^ writers of the Roman hiftory ; bat 
Cajlricius, to Fa*uorin^j, to /fe- the author ot thefe annals, by 
rodet AttUas, and* to Cornelius name C’». Gellius, lived about the 
Pronto, who all lived under '^dri* year 6zo. of Ronte, and was co- 
4ixr and Antoninus Pius (6;. Cor- temporary with Cicero ( 0 - 

(8) 6W. p. 3. (q) ropl liiL Grac» c. 2*. (i) Arte- 

mdor» fro/, p. 4. * (2) ibid, (1) Idem, foot, Laf. 

fn 5a. (A') Apul, for f, 344. (5) Idem, afd. p. 3;8. 

(6) Aul, Cell, 1. xiu. c, 21. (7) Idem, /. xix. r. 8. (S) heir, 

frafat. /9uf, etvit. Da, /. ix. c, 4 , (i) i'tj, hf, 

Dot, I, i, t, Macrab. JaturMl, L i. r. 16. * 
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CHAP. XXH- 

^ Roman Hiftory^ from the Death of M. Aiircrms, 
to the Death of iUexander, when the Empire was 
firft transferred witboiU the Confent of the Senate. 

* Commo- O M M O D U S was the firft emperor that was born in 

diiSp ^ his father*8 reigd, and the iecond that fucceeded his father 
in the empire. He was born on the thirty-firft of Augnji of 
the year i6t. and raifed to the empire on the feventeenth of 
March sli the year x8r. He is commonly called L, JEHus 
Aurelius Commedus, and fometroxes Commodus Antoninus, He 
was educated with great care by his father ; but neverthclefs 
proved one of the moft lewd, cruel, and wicked tyrants chat 
ever difgraced a throne $ which confirms in fome degree the 
opinion of thofe who believed him to be the Ton of a famous 
gladiator, with whom his mother Faujlina was faid to have 
His eruil had a criminal converfation \ He gave, when only twelve 
fy* years old, a remarkable inftance of his cruelty, at Centumeella^ 
now Civita Vecebia ; where, finding the water in which he 
bathed fomewhat too warm, he commanded the perfon who 
attended the bath to be thrown into the furnace ; nor was he 
fatisfied, till thofe who were about him pretended to have put 
his order in execution K After his acceilion to the empire, he 
equaled, if he did not exceed, in cruelty, Caligula^ Domriian, 
and Nero himfdf, playing, we may fay, with the blood of 
his fubjeds and fellow-creatures, of whom he caufed grcjt 
numbers to be racked and butchered in his prefence, merely for 
hisdiverfion (A). As for his lewdnefi, the author of his life 

tells 

> JvL. Cap. inM. Aar. p.^o. ^ Lamprxd ip Corn- 

mod. 

(A) The ancients relate ftve- b/ahe immediately cue him afun* 
lal infiancesof his cracky, very der, partly to tryhisilrcngth, in 
odd and monftroas : he caufed * which he excelled all men, and 
one to be thrown to the wild partly out of curioftiy, as he 
beafts, for reading the life of Ca- himfelf owned, to fee his entraUs 
Hgula written by Sstetonius, be- drop opt at once. He rouk pka- 
caufechat tyrantand he had been fure in cutting off the feet, and 
bom on the fame day, (i). See- putting out the eyes, of fuch as 
ing one day a corpulent man pafs he met in his ranihles through 

( t ) Lop^rtJ, 


the 
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teJls us, that even in his father^s reign he turned the court into TI:s 
a brothel ; and, upon his death, he apandoned himfeif, without 
reftraint or fhame, to all mjinner of abominations, fpending 
, whole days and nights in public-houfes amongil the meaneft of^*^'^' 
the people, and in the company of gladiators, bufFoons, com- 
mon proftituces, yA He kept cohftantly three hundred con- 
cubines, and the like number of catamites. He debauched all 
his own fifters, and murdered one of them, by name LucUhy 
after h? had forced her to comply with his inceftuous defircs, 

But to give a detail of his infamous pra£Iice$ and pollutions, 
is beneath the dignity of an hiftorian, and what we cannot 
help blaming in Suetoniusy and the A^guftine writers. 

He took great delight in fiiooting WJth the bow, and gave 
innumerable proofs of his dcnctericy and (kill in that art, which archery, 
we fliould look upon fabulous, were they not attefted by all 
the ancients. He excelled all inenin Ifrength, and is falJ to 
have run an elephant through v/ith his {pear, and to have once 
killed in the amphitheatre an hundred lions, one after another, 
and each of them at one blow. Forgetful of his rank and 
dignity, he entered the lifts with the common gbciators, 
having learned with them, in the p:d'lic fchool, the ufe of 
their weapons. He is faid to have fe ught in the open sfo- , r. 

phitheatre feven hundred and thirty-fiv^ times, and to have * 
always come ofF conqueror ; whence he often fubfiTibeu hiir*- 
fclf in his letters, The conqueror of n ihonfand gladiators. He 
feemed to be more pleafed with the appiaufe of the popula. e 
on thefe occafions, than any of the antient Roman captains hjid 
ever been with a triumph. Imagining one day, that the pco- 

to recur to him, he cut off, by 
way of diverfioD, their ears and 
nofes. He airigncd the name and 
habit of //r; »-«/«, appealing j^ub- 
Lcly in a lion’s (kin» wiin an 
huge club in his band, and or- 
dering fevxral parfons» though 
not guilty of any crime, to he 
difguifcd like monitors, that, by 
knocking ocl their branis with 
his club, he might have a bet- 
ter claim to the name of the 
great deilroycr of mongers, la 
ihorc, the fhedding of blcoi 
feemed to ^e his chiei diverhoii 


the city, telling the former, after 
he had thus maimed them, by 
way of raillery, that they now 
belonged to the nation of the 
Mompodii ; and the latter, that 
they were now become I iifdnh ; 
alluding to the words Ltjcbnay a 
nightingale, and lufem, one-eyed. 
Some he murdered, bccaafe they 
were negligently dreiVci; others, 
becaufc they I'cemcd trimmed 
with too much nicety. He pre- 
tended to great Ikill in fnrgery, 
efpcciftlly at Jetting blood ; but 
foinctimes, initeau of caling by 
that means thofc whom he vifn- 
ed, or w ha were prevailed upon 


VoL. XV, 


(-) Ljpipriii. ir. Cflrwfd, 
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p]e rather derided than applauded him, he ordered them all to 
be maffacred upon the fpot, and the city to be fet on fire ; 
which barbarous fentence bad been put in execution, had not 
the captain of the praetorian guards, with much ado, appeafed 
His ava- him. Having with his extravagancies Ibon drained and ^x- 
rice, haufted his exchequer, he betook himfelf to aU manner of ra- 
pine ; loaded the people with taxes ; fold the governepentif of 
the provinces, and other employments ; exempted criminals 
from the puniihment due to their crimes, upon their paying 
him a fum of money, and allowed others to murder whomfo- 
cver they pleafed j. fo that the city, and indeed the .whole 
empire, was filled with blood and maflacres, every one pur- 
chafing of the emperor the liberty of murder ing fuch as he 
feared or hated c. But to prociced to the hiltory of his reign, 
according to the order of^ time. ^ 

CoMMODUs, a few days after his father’s death, went to 
the camp, attended tfy all the chief officers $ and there, after 
a plaufible and popular fpeech to the foldiers, prefented them 
with the ufual donative. He was for returning immediately 
to Rome^ panting after the divcrfipns of the city \ but Pompd^ 
tinusy who had married his fifier, reprefenting to him how 
dangerous and (hameful a thing it would be for him to return 
before he had ended fhe war, he was, vi’ith much djtfficulty, pre- 
vailed upon to continue fome time in Panmnia^ where' he is 
faid to have gained fome advantages over the ^ijadiy w’hich 
muft have been very inconfiderable, fince he did not on that 
fcore take upon him the title of vnperaior. However, both 
the ^adi and Mas'comanniy imagining that he was rtfolvcd 
to purfue the war, and finding tliemklves no longer in a con- 
dition to make head againfl his victorious troops, fent embaf- 
fadors to him-, with propofals of an accommodation ; which 
He cost- he readily healfcened to, and granted them a peace upon the 

eludes a following terms : i. That they fhouJd r.ot fettle within five 

peace fwith taWts oi Danube, 2. That they flvould dchvbr up their 
the Mar- arms, andfupply the Romans with accitain number of troops, 
comanni, 'vvhen required. 3. I'hat they fhculJ k-fibmblc but once a 

^adi, month in one place only, and in the prtftnce^of a Roman 

centurion. And, 4. I'hct they fhould not in.ikp war upon 
the iazyi^esy the Buriy or the randahy wiiiujut tlie confeut of 
the people of Rome, On the other h^jnd, C.snmcdus promifed 
to abandon, which he did accordingly, all tiie caflics and for- 
Irefies which he held in their country, except fuch a^s were 
within five miles of the Danube^, Vv'uh {.he ether German 
nations, which his father had almoft in tire ly reduced, he con- 

® Lamprid. in Commod. Dio, I. Ixxii. p. 817. He- 

RODIAN. 1 . i. p. 461. AuR. ViCT. 

eluded 
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eluded a very diflionourable peace j nay, of fome he purchafed 
it with very large fums. Having thus rather abandoned than 
ended the war, he haftened back to Rome^ where he was re* 
ceived with all poflible demonflrations of joy, and honoured 
with a triumph, with the furname of Pius^ and with all the 
marks of diftin£lion that had ever been conferred upon the 
moft i^eferving princes. Having vifited thecapitol, and other 
temples, and returned thanks to the fenate, the people, and the 
foldiery, for their ftdeiity and attachment to him during his 
abfence, he WdS conduded by them to the palace on the 
twenty-fecond of Ocloher 

, The following year Commodus entered upon his third con- 
-fulfhip, having for his colle^ut one hirrm^ ol* Burrhus^ pro- 
bably Antijitus Bui^hus^ who had married his filler ^ (C). 
The next confuls and during whofe 

adminiftration Commodus took tlie title of impet'ator for the 
iifch time, on account of fame a lvanftgcs gained by his lieu- 
tenants Albinus and N'lgcr over the barbaiians who dwelt be- 
yond Dacia%, The above-mentioned confals were focceeded 
by Commodus the fourth time conful, thcftxond 

time. During their confalfhip, the Culedoniuns, having palled 
the wall which parted them from the Romans ^ committed 
dreadful d^vaftations, and cut in pieces^ Roman army, with 
their general j but were in liic end repulfed with great (laugh- 
ter by Ulpius Morceliui^ a man of a mean defeent, but an 
excellent commander, and a (hicl: obferver of the military dif' 
cipline. Of this war the aniii nts, give us no particular ac- 
count; but only tell us, tlut it proved very bloody ; that the 
emperor, for the great advantagt.^ gained by his lieutenant, 
took the title of imprraUr the fiAth time, with tlic furname 
of Britannicin ; atid that l /piia JI^nLriiiis^ by hib gillant and 
prudent condii 61 , gained fueh tiuiit and rapufation, that Corn- 
modus^ envying him the gi^ ry he h-d acquired, deiignt-d to 
put him tx) death ; but in iiic ciid liC fpared inm 


The Cale- 
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■« Lamprid. in Commed. Dio, p 8iR. HtnoniAN. p. 4yi. 
Goltz. p. Si, ^ 'it L'.aiiini^d. p. 40. Onupii. p. 238, 

£ Goltz. ibid. Biiv^ P- 2.^6. Dio, p c'ao. ** Dio, 

1. Ixxii. p. 821. v*i: in excerpt. VaL. p. 723. 


(B^ On one medal of this, and miftaken, when he wrote, that 
on feveral of the following year, tbis tide w..s not by the Senate 
CommodMs bears i^e title olD//a, deciet'd io«tdn till the death of 
the Hapjiy ; whence it is mam- Ftun/iis, wincli happened five 
fell, that Lamp, uiius, wJiom mo:t yeaj s alter ^ 3) . 
modern antiquaries loilow, \va» 

<3; - /.'’.•A 
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This ye&r Commodus^ who had hitherto followed the ad<^ 
vice of his father’s friends and counfellors, began to defpife 
them, thinking himfelf fuiHciently qualified to govern without 
Commo- fo many tutors about him, as he exprefied it. He therefore 
dasdi/- ilifcliarged them all, employing in their Toom either his de- 
mijes hii bauched companions, or fuch as were recommended to him t>y 
futhir's them. I’hus Pifcennius .Niger was preferred to the command 
friends and ^ armies -in Syria^ at the recommendation of the wre- 

sQunfellors, NarciJJus ; and many others were raifed to great employ- 
ments by means of the emperor’s freedmen, flaves, concu- 
bines, whofe imperious and arrogant behaviour drew upon 
the young prince the hatred and contempt of the fenate ; 
which he being well apprifed of^ ,began in his turn to put to 
death, under various pretences, fome^^ of, the moft eminent 
confpi- members of that illuftrious body. His fitter Luciila^ feeing 
racy form- him abhorred, on account of his cruelties, by all the great 
eda^ainft men in Rome^ formed 'a confpiracy againft him, with a dcfign 
him by bis to place in his room a perfon whom (he favoured, and was 
fifier Lu- thought to love both above her brother, and her hiifband Pom- 
cilia, and peianus. She had the title of emprefs, and all the honour attend- 
Hbers^ ing it, being thewidow of the emperor L. Verns \ but neverthe- 
lefs was obliged to give place to Crifpina the wife of Commo- 
dus j which her haughty fpirit could not bear. '^Slie there- 
fore drew into a confpiracy Claudius PompeianuSy to whom 
(he had betrothed her daughter, S^uadratus^ and many other 
fenators of diftindlion. It was agreed among the confpira- 
tors, that they (hould fall upon the emperor while he was going 
to the amphitheatre, through a narrow and dark paffige ; and 
thdLt'Pompeianus (hould give him the firft blow. Accordingly 
they aflkulted him at the appointed place ; but Posupcianiti 
(hewing him, inttead of ftriking at once, the naked dagger, 
and crying out. This prefent the fnate fends you^ the guauls 
had time to refeue the empeior, and feize the CQufpirators 
who were foon aftef put to death. The emperor baiiifhed h:s 
fitter to the ittand of Caprea:^ where he after waids ordered 
her to be privately murdered^ (C). This fame year the em- 
,prefs Crifpina Vias likewife confined to the ifl'and of Caprcee^ 

« 

* Vit. Commod. p. 46. Herodian. p. 474. Dio, p.818. 

, (C) Herodianus tells that ror, who, by the lofs of blood, 
was to give the fainted away (4). But we have 
firft blow; and Jm^ianus, who chofen toTolMw fuch Writers as 
follows Jiim, adds, that ^in£fia- lived ucareft thofe times. 
nus actually wounded tiie empe- 

(^) Ammian, /, xxi*. 

and 
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and there murdered by the emperor^s order, for imi taring him 
in his debauchcrics^^ (D). One Jnierus^ or, as others call 
him, Saot^rus^ a native of Nkomedia^ aiid the emperor’s fa- 
vourite freedman, v/as thought to have put him upon the 
wicked, meafures which he u^as purfulng ; for he bore a great 
fiway with the prince. Wherefore the captains of the guards 
ctufed him to be murdered by one Cleander^ of whom we faimoftbi 
lhall fpeak hereafter. The emperor expreiled greater concern . 

for his death, than he had done for the confpiracy formed . 

againft himfclf; and, being informed, that Tarruntinui 
nus^ one of the captains of the guards, was privy to it, 
removed him from his employment, under colour of creating * 
him a fenator, and a few days after caufed him to be a&Bi- 
naced, with SalviSs ^uVtanm^ to whofe fon the daughter of 
Paternus liad been betrothed, pretending, that they, had both 
confpired to depofe him, and feize th^enipirc for thcmfclvcs 
Sahius Juiianus was grandfon to the famous civilian of that 
name under Jdrian^ and uncle to Didius 'Juiianus^ w*bo was 
afterwards emperor. 

The fame year were falfly accufed of troafon, condemned, 
and executed, Pelius Rufus, Egnatius Capita, and the 
J^rui/Iii^ Maximus and Condianus, v^ho had been all 
Sextus CuuManus the fon of Maximus, who had been conlul, 
and was a young man of extraordinary pairs, was condemned ^“^*-*** 
with his father and uncle ; but efcaped, at leaft for fome tune, 
by cauiing a report to be fpread, that he was dead j but, many 
attelting diar he wns dill aliv^, diligent fcarch was made after 
him. Many per foils, who had never feen him, were act ufed 
of having harboured and concealed him in their lioii/es, and, 
upon that charge, either put to death, or banifhed. Of *SV\- 
tus himfelf wc find no further mention in hiilory. AitniiiHs 
Jun/lus and jittilius 6Vwr/^j were both banilhed in thuir enn- 
fiiKhip, which they held, it feems, duringthe twoiaft months 

^ Dio, p. 8i8. ^ Commod. p. 47. Dio, p. 819. 

(D) ^jmdraius had a concu- that of having fire or torches 
bine by name Marrih^ and a fa- carried before her (5). She is 
vounte freedman named Eck^Ius. fuppofed to have been ' a great 
The latter the emperor created fiiend to the Chriftians ; and to 
his, chief chamberlain ; and the her power at court, and autho- 
farmer, who was a woman of rity with the emperor, is coin- 
great beauty, Jie kept for his monly ^feribed the profound 
concubine, and diftinguiihed her tranquillity which the church en- 
with all the honours that were joyed in the midH df fo many 
peculiar to the emprelTes, except cruel executions (6). 

(5) Uerodt /, it p, 4S6* (6) Vide Bam% aw«i 112, 
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of t\m year, and, with them, many fetiatort and knJgtts of 
Perennifi, great diftindioii Under the fucceeding confufe M. £ggm 
the empe- Mtrullui and Cif. Papirius jEiianus^ was accufed of afpiring 
rors fa- to the empir!, and put to death, the emperoT’a favourite irii^ 
•vouritt; nifter Perennis, He was captain of the praetoi^ian guards, an 
fninifter^ ttcellent commander, and, according to Dh CaffiuSy iL mah 
put to without reproach" (E). I'his year Commotkts took title 

death. of {mperator the feventh time, prolwbly on account of fomc 

advantages gained by his lieu tenants in Britain ; for the difturb* 
ances there were not yet intirely quelled®. 

The next confuls were Commdus the fifth time, and jfet* 
His down- Itus Glahrio the fccond P. year, while Commodus was 

fal and aififiiug at the Capitoline fports* inAituted by Domitian in 86. 
dkath a perfoil, in the habit of a Cynic phil<^fo^er, appeared un- 
ferentlyre- expeftedjy in the midft of the theatre ; and, addreffing. the 
ported. emperor, told him alc^id, Thjt, while he minded nothing 
but his pleafures and divcrfions, he was in danger of lofing 
both his life, and the empire, by the wicked‘pfa£tiecs of Pertn^ 
tiis, and his children, Perennis caufed the pretended Cynic to 
be immediately feized as a madman, who difiurbed 'the public 
fports, and foon after ordered him to be burnt alive ; which 
gave the emperor no (malljealoufy. Not long after, fdme 
loldiers, arriving at Rome from lUyricum^ where the fon of 
Perennis commanded, fhewed to Commodus^ in a private au- 
dience, fome medals, on which was ingraved the image of 
the fon of Perennis^ as if he had been already emperor ; which 
fo alarmed the prince, that he commanded the traitor to be 
immediately put to death q. I'hus Plerodian, But Dio Caf- 
fiits and Lampridius relate bis downfal in a quite different man- 
ner. According to them, the army in Britain^ (Jiflatisfied 
either becaufe he had punifhed them with too great feverity 
on account of fome* fed ition, or becaufe he had removed feve- 
r^l fenators, and gi,ven their pods in the army to Roman knights 

Dio, I- Ixxi. p. 819. Vit. Commod. p. 47. ** Dio., 

p. 821. ° Birag. p, 248. Vit. Commod. p. 48. ^ NoRi^i 

^ift. conful. p. 116, 5 Herod. 1 . i. p. 474, 

(E) But Jhiodianus and Lam- fers, while Commodus was wholly 
pridius give him a qiike-difFercnt intent upon his pleafures and di- 
cJiaraftcr, and fpeak of him as vcrfions, in which be encouraged 
one whoabufed the great autho- him, that he might govern with 
rity he had with the ‘emperor, an abfoluie fway ; which he did 
Clicking at no violence, murder, but for a (hort while, as we fliall 
or injuftice, to fill his own cof- fee hereafter (7). 


( Jj ffefoii. /. i. p. 47a, Fit, Qmmdd. p. 484 
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hfs c^ature9ifent dq;>uties to Romg^ fifto^n hundred} faja Dio 
Cajius {w\iLU Teems, altogether incredible)', tq^complain of 
him, and charge him with a dcfign of railing his Ton to the * 
empire, . Tl|ey were b^li^ed by Cleander^ andtthe emperor’s, 
other faeedmen, ^vbo coaid not brook . the arbitrary and 
iiaughty condu^ of the favourite miniftcr. Hereupon Com- 
modus^^ naturally timorous, abandoned tbo traitor to the ri|e 
of the provokd foldiery, who, after a thoufaiid outrages, 
tore -him in pieces. His wife, his After, and his two Tons, His*wife 
underwent the famd fate. To bis eldeft fon, who commanded 
the army, in Illyricum^ the emperor wrote an obliging letter, 
injoining him to come with all poflible expedition to 
to receive there new marks of the efteem and affedlion he had-^**^ 
for him and his As the young man was an intire m 

ilranger to what had palTed, and nut yet in a condition to re- 
volt openly, he restdily complied with^ths invitation ; but had 
no fooner entered Italy^ than he was cut in pieces by the/ol- 
diers who attended him, purfuant to the priv^ate orders they 
had received from Romc^, The other brother was probably 
killed at Rome with his father. 

Per ENNIS was fucceeded in the poll of prime minifter by Perennis is 
Ckander'^ for the emperor himfelf was To taken up with W^fiicceeded 
pleaTures and divtrfions, that he could not beftow one minute Clean- 
on the alFairs of the ftate, : he would not evert be it the irou- 
ble of figrting his difpatches: and, in fevcral letters t^ his 
friends, all ha wrote was, Vale^ FareweL Chandcr was by 
birth a Phrygian^ and originally a Have, having been fold as 
furh in Rome by auction, as v,tere in thr fe days moft flaves. 

He belonged at firlt to M. Aurelius ^ and afterwards to Com- 
'moduSy who, favouring him abt*ve the reft of his flaves, gave 
him leave to marry Dcmojlrac'ia^ one of his concubines, 
brought up the child] cn he haddiy her in the palace, prefented 
him with his liberty, and appointed him his- chamberlain.- He 
is thought to have procured the death of Perennis^ that he 
might ingrofs all the power ro hmifelf ; which he ealily com- 
pa'deJ, and abufed his authority in a more flagrant manner than miho abu- 
perennhh'3i^ ever done. By him all things were openly Jet <ia- 
to fale, offices, prftvinces, public revenues, public jultice, ahd 
the lives of men both innocent and guilty. Antijlhs Bur- 
rhus^ who had married one of the emperors fiftcrs, took the 
lihtrty to acquaint the prince with the unaccountable conduft 
of his rhinider ; but that liberty coft him his life, Cleander 
having charged him with afpiring to th^^ empire, and prevailed 
upon the emperor, whom he bltndly controufcd, to condemn 
him, and .>11 tliufc who efpoufed his caufe, or attempted to 

*■ p. Sir. V;r p 
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defend h\m. Among thefr ^as Ehutiiimis 'm^ptirti f hti 

. guards, i^llbfe room Ck&nder pcrfoaded‘thfe Emperor «o Tub* 
nitute himfejl, and two bthers, whom he Miiiied to hlmj 
, Upoiffthe ddath of Perennis^ that employment ffd been given 
iaimofthe Niger ^ who held it only fix hours 5 another enjoyed h 

bjjt five days, and fevcral others ndrt fo long, the timoroiuS em** 
^ . peror thangiftg the captains of his guards daily and hourly. 

Moft of thefe officers loft their lives with their oirfployijient, 
being accufed of treafon by Cieander^ who courted, and at 
laft obtained, that important ^oft for bimfirlf®. 

After the death of Perennis^ the emperor pretended to 
be greatly concerned for many, things that had been done^ 
during his adminiftration, in ordento throw the whole odium 
upon him. He wrote an obliging letter lo Pertinax^ whoni 
Perennis had baniftied into Liguria, his native country, and 
kept there for the fpacft^of three years, appointing him com- 
7re Ro- mander of the troops in Britain, which had mutinied, and 
jnan /«/- raifed great difturbances in that ifland, neither the Roman 
diers in folrliers, nor the Britons, being able to brook the tyrannical 
Britain government of Commodus, Upon the arrival of Pertinax, 

mutiny, the foldters prefied him to aflume the fovereigpty i but he, 
rejefting the offer with^indignacion, brought, by degrees, the 
mutinous /oldifry to a fenfe of their duty, and reftored tran- 
' quipity to< the province, but not without great trouble and 
darker ; for one of the legions openly revolting; much blood 
was fpilt, and Pertinax himfelf was left upon the fpot for 
dead. his fever ity drew upon him the tored and ill* will 

of the foldiery, he defircd to be • recalled ; but the emperor 
did not comply with his requeft till three years after *. This 
year Cemmodus took the title of imperator for the eighth and 
laft time, on account of the advantages, as is conjedlured, 
which Chdius Albims is faid Co have gained about this time 
over the Friftans 

ne otvrr " Under the- next confuls, Crifpinus and Mlianus, a corn- 
er tbe de~ nion foJdier, by name Mat emus, having fled from his colours, 
ferters un- and being joined by many others guilty of the fame crime, 
der the grew in a ihort time fo powerful, the banditti flocking to hint 
conduit oj irom all parts, that he over-ran and plundered great pput of 
Maternus; Gaul and Spain, ftoritied the ftrongeft cities, and ftruck the 
Year of eihperor and people of Rome with fuch terror, that troops 
the flood were ^aifed, and armies difpatched againft him. Pejeemtus 
^535“ Niger was fent to make head againft him in Gaul, where he 
pt Cnrill ijecame very intimate with Severus, who was 'then governor 
OfRomt country^of Lyons, and wrote a letter to the emperor, 

935 - • Herod. p.475.Dio, p, 88a. VihCommod.p. 48, » Vit. 

Com. ibid. & Pertin. p. 54, ® ^bin, vit, p. 81. 
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cotnmcniiiDg the prudent condu^ and galknt behaviour of 
A^/^r jn purfuifig' the reb^l^ and deferters M^ternm^ find- 
ing bimfelf reduced to great ftrcights by the brave Niger ^ di- 
vided. his men inl^o fev^al fmaU bands, and marched |>nvately 
v^ith them, different ways, into having nothing Icfs^ 
in vjow itiAn to murder the emperor during the folemnity ^ 
which was kept annually, in honour, of. the mother of the 
gods, and, upon his death, to feize the empire. They all 
arrived at Rome vndifeovered , smd Tome of his men had al- 
ready mixed themfelvp with the ‘‘emperor’s guards, when 
others of his own party betrayed him. He was immediately w/jo is 
feiited, .^lid executed ; and his death put an end to the diiturb- feixedand 
ances, which fome of his followers had begun to rade in other executed^ 
l^rovinccs ?. The year broke out the moft dreadful 
plague, fays Dio Caffus^ that had been known. It lafled 
two or three years, and raged with the mgfl viqknce in Rome^ 
where it frequently carried off twb thoufand perfons a day. 

The emperor, to avoid the contagion, retired to Lauren^um^ 
a city of Lai 'mrn^ on the fea-fide >'. 

The following year, Fufeianus and Sllanus being both 
confuls for the fecond time, the emperor gave«out, that he 
defigncd to pafs over into jUrua \ but, Jiaving, under that 
pretence, exa^cd very coniiderable Turns, and even fuffered 
the people to offer up vows /oi his fafe return on the fifths 
of Aprils he fpent the money in banquets and revels, and con-^ 
tinued at Rome^ and in tHe neighbourhood About this time 
Sevtrus was tranAated from the government of Pannonia to 
that of Sicily^ whence he returned to Rome^ to clear bimfelf Severos 
of a crime with which he was charged ; to wit, of confuiting accufed^ 
the affrologers, as if he entertained thoughts of ufurping the and ac- 
fovereigiity. His caufe vyas heard by the captains of the guards, quitted. 
the coAegues of Cleander ; and, as Commodui was hated, 

Spartian^ Severus was cleared, and his accufer crucified 
This year great part of the capitol, a famous .library, and 
feveral contiguous buildings, were utterly deAroyed by light- 
ning^.. Bufebius. fays, it confumed whole quarters of the 
city, and in them feveral libraries. At the fame time the city 
was afiii^ed with a dreadful famine, occafioned, as fome au- 
thors write, by Cleander^ who, having now nothing lefs in 
view than the fovereigntv, bought up under- hand all the corn, 
in order to raife the price of it, and gain the affections of ^he 
foldicry and 'people, by difi/ibuting it among them c. Other 
writers tell us <>, that Papirius Dionyfius^ whofe province it 

Nig. vit. p. 75- * Herod. 1. i. p. 475. Vit. Com. p. 5 1 . 

y Idem ibid. * Vit. Com. p. 49. » Spart. in Sever, 

^ Euseb. in chron. Oros, 1 , viii. c. i6. « Dio, p. 823. 

^ Vit. Com. p. 51. 
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Wii8 to fijpply the city with provifions, contributed Wvards 
the %nine, in order to make the people rife 
Cleander 'Bs as tt will, the populace afcribed all iheir calamities 
mc7s tit atg and misfortunes to the hated minifter,^ who now began to afi 
fiirhitrary in a more arbitrary manner than eref, putting death and 
suinuey, pardoning, banilHing and recalling from exile, whom hepleafed.^ 
Several manumitted flares he created patricians/ and gave 
them a place in the fenate ; others he made governors of pro- 
vinces, and ^ifed to the firft employments. But his reign 
was fliort-livcd ; for the following y^r, in which Rme faw 
for the Rril, and, indeed, for the laft time, twenty- five con* 
fuls, all named by Cleander^^zx\A moft of them his creatures, 
while the people were celebrating the Circenjtsn games, a troop 
of children, having at their head a ydimg woman of an ex- 
traordinary ftature, and a fierce afpedt, entering the circus, 
began to utter aloudcmanybitter inveftives, and dreadful curfes, 
againft Oleander \ v/hich being for feme time anfwered by the 
*1 he people people with other inve6Uve$ and curfes, the whole multitude rofe 
rife a- all On a fudden, fle.v, in a tumultuous manner, to the palace of 
tdifihim. ^intiltus in the neighbourhood of Rome^ where the emperor 
was then reftding with Oleander \ and there renewing their curfea. 
and imprecations, demanded the head of the perfidious wretch, 
by whom they had been fo grievoufly and tyrannically opprefled. 
^9 Hereupon Oleander ordered the praetorian cavalry to chaise the 
rim horfe multitude ; which they did accordingly, driving them, with 
f<ill upon gfeat flaughter, into the city ; but there the populace difeharging 
; but ftiowers of ftones, bricks, and tiles, from the tops of the houfes, 
etr-eput to ffQjy, ^hc windows, and the city-guards, who hated Cle^ 
arJer^ joining the multitude, the pr®torbn horfe were forced 
to give way, and fave thcmfclves by a diforderly flight. The 
people purfued them to the palace of S^iniilius^ where the 
cirri)cror was pafling his time in the company of fame lewd 
women, utterly unapprifed of the tumi^lc. Oleander having 
forbidden thofe who were about him to acquaint him w:ith it. 
However, Marcia^ his favourite concubine, thought it in- 
cumbent upon her to inform him of what had palled j and 
his filter Fadilla^ entering his apartment in a great fright, and 
with her hair dilhevelled, cried out to him aloudj^ That all 
was Lift, unlefs he abandoned Oleander to the fury of the ir>- 
The emhi- cenfcd populace. Hereupon the emperor, (truck with terror 
foi^taufes amazement, fcrit for Oleander \ and, having ca«fed , his 
his bead to head to be ftruclc off that inftant, fent it to the people ; the 
be ftruck fight 6f wliiph put an end to the combat, which ftiil continued 
ojf, with great flaughter. His head and body were, by the in- 
cenfed populace, infulted in a mod outrageous manner. His 
wde, his children, and rnoft of his cr^tures, were, at the 
fain^j tim“, rnaflV.rcd ; and th:::r bodies firft dr.i:? 'i 



C XXII. fb0 Kofhan Hifiiny: 

the ftrtets, afKl;thefi thrown nito thecominon fewer^fF). 
JnUanus and R^illus were appointed captains of the guards 
in the room cf Cleandery and his coilegues ; but the emperor 
caufed them both to be^foon after put to death, tliqugh he 
had ever Ihewn a particular kindnefs and afiedion for Julia- 
nusf whom he ufed to ftile his father ^ About the cJofe of 
this yesLTj Pirtinax ms, at his 'own requefi, recalled from 
Britain^ and charged with the care of fupplying the city with 
provifions, in the room of Papiriult Dionyjtus, who was like- 
wife put to death, with all thofe who had any-ways contri- 
buted to the raifing of the price of corn. 

* 1 ''he following year Cnmmndtii entered upon his fixth con- 
fulihip, having Petronius Septimiamis for his collegue. The 
fcveral confpiracies whicb had been formed againft himfelf and 
his minifters, Ailing him with jealoufics and fufpicions, he 
abandoned himfelf, without controul, to bloodihed and cruel- 
ty (G). This year ^everus, who had been one of the twenty- 
Ave confuls of ,the preceding year, was appointed commander 

* Dio, 1 . Ixxii. p. 823* Herod. 1 . i. p. 479— 481. Vit. Com. 
p. 48. ^ Vit. Com. ibid. & Dio, p. 823. 


(F) Lamprtdiui tells us, that 
the people were chiefly provoked 
againft him, for having caufed 
Arrivs Antoninus to be falfly ac- 
cufed of treafon,. and put to 
death, becaufe lie had, while 
proconful of Jijiuy condemned 
one of his creacuies, by name 
Attains (S). 

(G) He put to death, befides 
many others mentioned by Spar^ 
tian, and other writers, Petro- 
Ktus Mamerthius, who had mar- 
ried one of his fillers ; his Ton 
Antoninus ; Annia Faujlina, cou- 
fin-german to M. Aurelius ; Sul- 
picius'CraJfusy proconful flf Ajiu^ 
and fix confulars, on one day. He 
caufed all thofe who were any- 
ways rejated to Anjidius Ca/jim^ 
of whom we have fpoken above, 
to be burnt alive. • Among the 
mnltltudes of all ranks and con- 
ditions, who were doomed to be 
inhumanly maflacred this year. 


Dio Ca fjius gives os a particular 
account of the death of one \ 
lius Alexander, a native of Erne* 
fa iTiSyria ; who, being inform* 
ed, that 'the emperor had fent 
thither a centurion, with a band 
of*foldiers, to murder him, fur- 
prifed them in the night, and 
killed them all to a man, with 
feveral others, whom he fufpedt- 
ed to be his enemies. Having 
thus filled the city with llaugh- 
tcr, he retired ott horfeback, 
with a defign to take refuge a- 
niong the barbarians ; and would 
have made his efcape, had he not 
been retarded by a friend of his, 
who could not keep up with him, 
and whom he could not And in 
his heart to leave behind him. 
Being, therefore, overtaken by 
thofe who piitfued him, he firil 
killed his friend, that he might 
not fall into their hand^, and af- 
terwards himfelf [9]. 
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( 3 ) Vit. CyffffK 4 ’’. 


(o; V.,, f. S23. 
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of the troo{» in IMyricutfi ; and Pertmax was font ijpio Jfricn^ 
with the chara&er of procouful. TTie following ^ycar, 'Apr$^ 
nianus miBradua being confuls, a fire broke out in the night- 
time in the celebrated temple of Peacft preceded^ and, .as 
fo^'e writers fuppofe, produced^ by a foiall eartli<]uake ^ for 
no thunder was l^ard ^ (H). 

-The fire fpread with great violence to other quarters 
the city, and confumed a great number of ftatdy edifides ; 
among the refi, the temple of Pejla, The veftals fied to the 
palace, with fhe fiatue of Pallas:, wiiich was fuppofed to* have 
been brought from Tray^ and had never before been expofed 
to public v4ew i but the flames feized the palace itfclf, and 
reduced great part of it to albes, before, tbeir rage could be 
ftaid. However, the public papery, ifod regifters were with 
difficulty preferved. The conflagration laited feveral days, 
in fpice of the iitmc^ endeavours of the people, the foldlery, 
and the emperor himfelf ; who, returning, on that occafion, 
from the country, expofed his own per^n, in order to en- 
courage others to exert themfelves by his example. It ccafed, 
at length, of itfelf, or was extinguifhed by a fudden and vio- 
lent rain, which they all looked upon as fent by the gods b. 
7'his year Periinaii was preferred from the government of 
Africa to that of Rme^ and Didius Julianus fentto sovern 
Africa in his room. The next confuJs were Commoms the 
feventh time, and Hehidius Perttnax tHh fecond. This year 
the Roman troops were defeated by the Saracens^ whom we 
£nd now mentioned for the firft time in hiftory \ Commodus^ 

8 Herodian. 1 . i. p. 485. Dio, p. 829. ^ Herod, p. 482. 

5 Vit. Nigr, p. 77. 


(H) Bio CaJJius writes, that 
it began in the adjoining houfes. 
Be that as it will, the temple, 
with all the buildings round it, 
was reduced to afhes. That mig- 
nifleent ftrn^ure had been railed 
by Vejpafian oh^t the deftroftion 
of Jerufalem, and enriched with 
ail the fpoils and ornaments of 
the temple of the fenAjs, The 
ancients fpeak of it as one of the 
mod ilately buildings in Rojne, 
There men of learning ufed to 
hold their aiTembiies, and lodge 


their writings, as many others 
did their jewels, and whatever elle 
they had of great value. It was 
likewife made ufe of as a kind of 
magazine for the fpices that were 
brought by ihcBomav merchants 
out nf Egypt hnd Arabia i fo that 
many rich perfons were at once 
reduced to beggary, all their 
valuable, efledta and treafares 
being confumed in one night, 
with the temple (1). com- 
plains,- that many of his books 
were Ibfl by this misfortune (2). 


f i) Dio,p Saj^. Herod* /. h y. 48s* Galen, de librh [nis, y, 363, (a) Galen, 

iluJ, 

7 being; 
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bei^g told, in 7 /^/V»m, and 

Nwius Murcus^ who ^he commanii of (bizie other army’^ 
afpircd to the empire, appointed Clodius Jlbinus^ in whom Ijs 
repoted an intirc confidence, governor of Britain^ and wrote 
a^ietter to him with- his own hand, fays Julius Capitolims^ 
gii^ng h«m leave to afl'urflc the title of Cafar^ and the orna- 
ments peculiar to that dignity, in cafe any difturbances (houki 
arife in the empire. Alhinus^ adds the fame writer, pruckntly 
declined that honour, fearing to be involved in the ruin of 
Cammodus^ which he apprehended to be at hand The acc«Mjnt 
which CaJJius and Hei'odian give us of the latter end of ^he empe^ 
this princess reign, is nothing bur a detail of his fdliies, and 7 'ors folly^ 
the mews which he exhibited^ and in which he himfelf a6icd pMic 
the chief part. Bothithcfe hiftorians were prefent^ and 
former, who aflifted^at the above-mentioned (hews in quality 
of fenator, tells us, that he, and the other fenarors, chewed, the 
whole ,time^ bay-leaves, that by thfeir birfernefs they might be 
diverted from laughing at the princess folly ; which would have 
coft them their iives. However, he owns, that the addrefs 
and fkill which the emperor difpiayed in (hooting with the 
bow, was univerfally admired and applauded ; for a panther 
having feized a man, and being ready to devour him, 6V/7- 
modus let fiy^ an arrow again fi the bea(t With fo much fkiil and 
force, that the panther fell dead to the ground; belore the 
man leceived the hurc^ (I). 

* Vit. Albin. p. 79, * Dio, p. 484. Ke^od. p. SaC; 

(I) A few days before his okj, Pacatcr or his terrarutn^ h 
death, he changed the names of stilus Romanus Her atles, PomC:- 
fome of the months, calling An- fex Maximus, Trihuium ■ 
guft Commodus, September Auguji, tis XVII. Imperator V'JIl, 

OSober Hercules ^ Ntrvember In- ful VII. Pater P£Tt?"terf Ic 
•vincibiiis, December Exuperato- fenate readily complied with I \ 
rius, and January Amavconius defire, and not only Ailed Roy 
which lall tide he himlelf afTu- Cobnia Commodiana, but v :: 
med, becaufe he had fir ft fallen houfe inVhich they afiemble.;, 
in love with Marcia, upon fe?ing ‘The houfe of Commodus. The - 
her painted in the drefb of an had given him before, by wa. 

Amaxon, He was lik,^wife for of derifion, fays Lnmpridius, tk 
changing the name of the city title of Pius, upon his raiung 
itfelf, ai^ calling it Colonia Com- to the confiillbip one of bis mo 
modiana. Or colony of Com- ther’s gallapts ; the title of 
modal Upon this head he Happy, for having compaiTcfj the 
wrote to the fenate, Ailing him- death of Perennis ; and that ct 
felf in the letter,* Imperator Ca- Hercules, 116 confideration of his 
far Lucius, AEHus, Aurelius, extraordinary ftrength, and hio 
Commodus, Antoninus, Augufus, killing many thoufand wild 
Pius, Felix, Sarmaticus, Ger^ beafts in the aTnphithsatre. 
manicus, Ma^imtmts^ B'it.mui- 

Hf 



itif komm Hf; 

* > He bad (rficea appeaTcd- on thfc paUic ilage in the Amazor 

He a3s nhafiy and other fentaffical drefles ; but this Jjrear he not 
mnddancei afimmed to enter the lifts with the gladiitor^ to and to 
in public dancc* in the theatre quite naked. Not fatisfied with thcfc 
Mite he refolded to appear on the 6rft day of the enfiSrtjg 

v r conful, and at the fame time as gladiator 5' 

He dejtgns order to that^ to caufc Erucius Clarus and Sofius PSl^y 
ji the two confuls de£t, to be murdered. Tliis defign he im- 
parted to Marcia the night before it was to be put in cxecu- 
jv Uke a ' * telling her, that the confuls were to be murdered the 

Lnful hollowing night ; and that he intended to march in procelfion, 
gladiator, hrom the palace, and with the enfigns of the imperial dig- 
nity, as was ufual on the firft of January y but froni the fchool 
of the gladiators, armed like ohe of them, ' and attended by 
them alone. Marcia threw herfelf Kis feet, and conjured^ 
him with tears in her eyes, to refled on the danger to which 
hC' expofed his life, «^y trufting it to men deftitute of all ho- 
nour and probity. But Commodusy without giving ear to her 
remonftrances, ordered LatuSy captain of the guards, and 
EcleSluty his chief chamberlain, to get ready the apartment 
which he had built for himfelf in the houfe where the gla- 
diators belonging to the public were lodged. Thefe two ofticers 
did, likewife, all that lay in their power to divert him from 
fo ftrange a refolution 5 but to no purpofe : for the emperor, 
inftcad of yielding to their intreaties, flew^ into a great paflion ; 
and, retiring to his chamber, as if he defigned to repofe a 
little, it being then about noon, he fet down, on a piece of 
^paper, the names of many illuftrious fenators, and other per- 
ibns of diftindion, whom he defigned to murder, in order to 
enrich himfelf with their eftates \ and at the head of the fatal 
H dooms names of Marcia^ Latusy and Ecle£ius. Having lef t 

Marcia paper upon his bed, when he went to bathe before dinner, 

L«tus Roman cuftom, a little child, with whom he 

Ecleftus, amufe himfelf, entering his bedchamber, innocently 

to death ; took it up to play with it ; but Alarciay meeting him, fnatched 
it out of his hand, imagining it ^to be fome writing of con- 
fequence. She was greatly furprifed, when, upon viewing it, 
fhe found herfelf, Latusy and EcleSiuSy doomed, with the reft^ 


to deftrudion. She immediately acquainted Latus aixl 
wi&o on ^*th the danger that threatened them, who there- 

^ire^^- upon refolved to be beforehand with the tyrant ^ (KJ. ^ 

gainfthim. 

« Herod, l.i. p. 486, 487. « 


(K) Such is the .account which already related the death of Do^ 
Herodian gives us of this confpi* snitian with thefe very circum- 
racy. But Dh Cajpus, who had ftauces, telb us only in this place» 
^ ’ that 



The coafpiraMn that 'the fa£$ft} and moft'e}^- 

dkiou», way waS) to dl^tdl him with poifon; which was; 
accjordingly. adminHIred to him by Mar ciiifj at he rctuifi^d 
Vcjy hot frojji bathings after having killed feme wild bc^li;. 

Tht emperor, being j^on after feized with an heavy flumber* 
re^e^^to r^elh himfelf with a (ho^t Aeep (for he Aept, as 
at all hours) ; and Ecle^lusj laying hold of 
tnat oppmwhky, ordered the company to retire, hoping, by 
that meahsj to conceal the caufe and manner of his death ; 
but Commsiusy awaking when the company was fcarce gong^ 
wasdeized with a violent vomiting ; and, fufpe£ling that poi- 
fon had been given him, began to threaten all about him with 
immediate death. Hereupon, the confpirators^ fearing he 
fhould void the poifon, and xffcape, fent in hafte for his great 
favourite Narcijfus^*ui 9 famous wrcftler, who, being gained 
ovd: by them with great promifts, threw himfelf upon the 
emperor, and, feizing him by the tlunat, ftrangled iiim 
Thus died Commodus^ the laft night of the year iq 2 . after 
having lived thirty-oiic years, and four months ; and reigned Year of 
twelve years, nine months, and fourteen days. He wjs inur- the ilfxxl 
dered in a palace which ftood on mount Coelius^ wiiTie he then 
redded, bccaufe he could not deep, as he fai^, in the impe- Of Chfdl 
rial palace^. His body was privately conveyed away, and ’ 9 -- 
buried in the fields ; but was afterwards taken up by Pci tinax^ »vome 
who fucceeded to the empire, and depolltcd in the monument 
of Adrian, The ccMifpirators gave out, that he died of an 
apoplexy ; which Eutropius feems to have believed. 

His death was no fooner known, than ih^ fenate afiemhltdjj 
without waiting for the return of day; and declared him a 
public enemy, loaded him with curfes, ordered bis fiatues to IHs flatucs 
be broken to pieces, his name to berafed out of all oul lic in- are pulUcl 
feriptions, and demanded his body, that it might be drr.ggcd and 
through the ftreets and thrown into the Tiber, V^\vci\Per- hi^aih an- 
nulled, 

" Herod.I. i.p 48S. Djo, p. 82^'. Comm. vit. p. 52. ® Vit. 

Comm. p. 51. EiJiiiu. duou. p. 226. 

that Ld/uj stnd FcleeJai^m long- to divert.them from it [3). Bat 
er able to bear the cruelties and l>/t? Cojfius (4) and Herodian (5) 
and terci- alTure us, that he was altogether 
fied with bis menaces, agreed unapprifed of their attempt, the 
with •Marcia to difpatch him. conlpirators not having time to 
JuUus Ce^itolinui writes, that think of any thing but difpatch- 
they acquainted ^Pertinax with ing the fj'rant, and fecuring 
their defign, who did not drive thcmfelves. 

( 3 ) p, 55. (4.) Dio, i, butiii. f, 830. (5) Herod. 

/. Ji.p. 490. 

' tlnaxy 



vAb M sdlf«a4]f' b^ 

ttiaf h Was ^Cfl«jf ddSlf«d ^ /hmi ib 

bold as to pay that honour to a g|sUib^tiair, Ip^a parnckit« to 
a more cruel and bloody tyrant^ than Nem or p. 

Though he was thus generally abhorred as 
ty, and an enemy to inaokindt yet she enipet0^iS)|Mra^i}ii*d 
himfelf his brother, caufed him to be ranked 
appointed pnefts and {kcrifkes to hia hfrnoufg 
anniveriWy of his birth to be obfetved wjitll^gMisit ^IcjgiWty 
'llowever, the empire was greatly indel^>*ta^dlim fbrefta- 
blifhing a company of merchants, and a fteel fop conv^iag 
corn fiom Africa to Romt^ when any misfortune Ihould Mai 
the fleet that tianfported it; from kgypt^^ Another adion 
we find recorded of bis, truly«worthy of the fon of M. Au- 
nlUti one Maniltus^ who had beef! *fecretary to Amiius 
Cajjfiusy and privy to his confpiiacy, having made hts efcape,^ 
and concealed himf^lf ever fince his death, was apprehended 
in the beginning of the reign of Commodus^ to whom be of- 
fered to difcover many things of great importance ; but C$m~ 
modus would not fo much as hear him > nay, he burnt all 
his letters, without opening any one of them K But this 
happened in very beginning of his reign, when be fol- 
lowed the advice ofutbe wife counfelloxs wh^ tuit* father had 
placed about him. mention is made in hidory of Us 
children ; but it appears from an antient medal, that he had 
fome, who muft have died very youngs Of the authors spho 
wrote in his reign, we ihall give an account in ouriiote (L}< 

CoMMODUS 


p Vit. Com. p- 53. DiOi^p. 850. a Vit. Com. ibid, Sc 

Dio, p 824. ^ Vit. Com. p. 52. * Dio in excerpt. Vai*. 

p. 725. * Spart. 1 . vii. p. 659. 

(L) Julius Pollux inferibed lately founded in thus city of 
to Cotnmodus, when he had only Athens (6). He was/* aitttofdlag 
the title bf Cojar^ his onomnfii- to Pbil^ratus^ who ranks him 
con, which is fHll extant, and among the 
confifis of ten bookn It is a ed wnh the (SWfd tongue, and 
colleflion of fynonymous words a gooddudgOef of 

nfed by the beft Greek writers to otheriT^ but no greit WHfor bhft- 
exprefs one and the fame thing, felf, hia ftile biSfig ifhlfe fiat tad 
He was one of Che preceptors of lifeihfs. He was a niuHt'tif 
Comtnoius, who, being chiefiy crath, once t'foditMli dty*of 
taken with his fine^and hanno- onoae Ctf thinimisf the 

nious voice, honoured hun with mle^ to whidh it gaye its name 
ihe profeiforfhip of eloquence (7). He^ed in t££^*oighcli 

(6) Pbilojt, foph, 38. p. 590. (7) Idem, p. 488. 

year 
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^ Comm6d^s Jbei(i^.4ca4« and his bo^ privately conveyed Lsetu^ ^tnd 
awayi Latus and EckBut repaired, without deUy, to, the Hc!e£tus 

hcufc 


year of his age (8). In the li- 
brary of the duke of •Bavaria 
is lodged a manufeript chronicle 
do'he by One Julius Pcilux, and 
extending from the creation to 
the reign of the emperor Valtns ; 
which plainly (hews, that it is 
not the work of this Julius Pol- 
lux, but of another, who flou> 
rifhed near two hundred years 
after his time (9). Phrynievs 
was cotemporary Pollux, 

and lijcewife inlcribed to Comma- 
dus, when he was only Cufar, a 
work, of which Photius had read 
thirty-five or thirty-fix books. 
It was a collection of words, 
phrafes, and feme fentences ex- 
tracted out of the bell Greek wri- 
ter^, and alphabetically digelled. 
But tbefe^ 36 books might have 
been reduc^, according to Pho- 
tius, to fix or feven, by retrench- 
ing the author's ufelefs digrefiions 
and repetitions. In fome of tbefe 
books Pbrynicus addrelTed him- 
felf to Commodus ; in others to 
BaJUides a fophift of Miletus, 
and to his other friends ( 1 ). A 
collection of Attic words, done 
by Phrytiicm, has reached us« 
with a letter to one Cornelianus 
prefixed to it, wherein he men- 
tions another work, compiled by 
him at the requeft of Comelia- 
nus, which contained a collection 
of many Greek words commonly 
ufed, but not quite pure and 
Attic, He owns, that fome of 
them are to be found in the an- 
tients ? but maintains, that they 
were therein faulty, and ought 


not to be imitated (2). We find 
one At tidlui Cornelianus govern- 
or of Syria in the beginning of the 
reign of M, Anrelius ; and to 
him, in all likelihood, the above-, 
mentioned letter is addrefTed (3). 
Pbrynicus is not mentioned 
Saidas. Philofiratus fpeaks of 
one Ariji/rnetus • of Byzantium, 
who fiouriihed under Commodus, 
and ranks him among the moll 
eloquent men of his time (4). 
As for Arif.^netus^ the author of 
fome letters that are Hill e.vtanr, 
it is manifeft, that he wrote af- 
ter the foundation of Nemj Rome ; 
that is, cither under Conjlantine, 
01 after his time. Both he and 
Apollinarii Sidonius fpeak of a 
celebrated mimic, by name Ca- 
ramallus^ whence fome writers 
conjecture, that thefe two authors 
lived at the fame time ; that is, 
about the middle of the fifth 
century (5). The author of the 
letters was, as is evident, a pa- 
gan, though in his time pagan - 
ifm was almolt utterly abohlhcJ, 
his work being a confufed heap 
of follies and abfurdities, altoge- 
ther unworthy of one who, had 
the leaft tinCture of Chrilhanity 
(6). Thofe who have been at 
the trouble of illuhrating thefe 
letters with comments, dillin- 
guiih the author of them from 
Arijiunetus quoted by Stephanas 
the geographer (7), and from 
another of the fame name, who 
was conful with Henorius in the 
year 404. and frankly own., that 
they know not who h& was. 




559. (9) Vojf, ht^. Grjfc. 1 . iv. f. 17. 


_ (f) fhx. e. 158. 

P'ide Par. UaHUum He •Lit. Alheruit, f. 214. Duaa, onn. 16 ;6. 
(3) M. Aur. vit. p. zs. (/j) Phihfl.feph. 37. p, ^87. (5) P\fr. 

rbtt. p. 1 15. (6) Vide Anfieentt, i. i, epij}. 26. Panf^ ann. 1686, (7) Stepk. 

p. 203. 
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empire te houfc of Helvidius Pertinax^ whom they judged the moft dc- 

Fertinax; ferving perfon in the fenate, and the moft worthy of the 
empire. As the death of the emperor was not yet publicly 
known, Pertinax^ roufed out of his fleep (for it was about 
midnight) by their entering his houfe, did not doubt but they 
had been Tent by Commodus to murder him. However, he 
ordered his domeftics to let them into his room ; and, upon 
their appearing there, without rifing from his bed, or be- 
traying the leaft concern, he told them, That as Pompeianus 
and he were the only friends of M, Aurelius left alive, he had 
long expefted every day to fall a facrihce to the cruelty of the 
tyrant ; and, Vith great firmnefs, bid them ftrike, and put 
their orders in execution. Leei/ds^ admiring his conftancy and 
intrepidity, told him, that the tyrant Was dead ; and that 
they were come to offer the empire as the perfon in 

the fenate the moft worthy of it. Pcrtinax^ fufpefting fome 
treachery, even aftef they had acquainted him with all the 
circumftances of the death of the tyrant, fent fome of his 
friends to the place where his body lay ; and, upon their re- 
turn, no room being left for any further doubt, he yielded to 
their intreaties, accepted the empire, and went to the camp 
of the praetorian guards with Laius their captain, cauiing, in 
the mean time, a report to be fpread in the city, that the 
emperor was dead of an apoplexy, and that Pn'tinax reigned 
in his room. The fo’diers were greatly furprifed to fee him 
appear in the camp at tiiat time of night ; but Lestus^ affem- 

Thcy even feem inclined to think in the reign of Adrian^ lince Cu- 
lt a mere rhapfody, publiihed fauhon pretends, that AtheuAus 
under the name of AriJJ/enetuSy himfel f fpenks in that place, and 
which was prefixed to the hrlt not Caltixenes^ whom he had 
letter. The whole work feems quoted before (9). i'nidas, who 
to be a colledlion of fevcral paf- fuppofes him to have flourifhed 
fages copied out of Plato, Lu- under M. /lareliusy lliles him a 
Wizw, and others, and jumbled grammarian, and tells us, that 
gether, if we may be allow eu he was a native of Naucratii in 
the expreflion. whofe 'Egypt [\). We have but an a- 

woik, intituled, deipmfophifta, bridgment of his deipnofophifta^ 
has reached our times,, lived un- made, :y:cording to Cafuubon^ at 
der Commodus ; but did not begin Conjlautiuople five or fix hundred 
to write, as we may w'cll judge years fince. This writer is highly 
from the liberty with which he efteemed, and not undefervedly, 
fjKftks of him, till after his by fuch as are fond of the Gre- 
death (8). But h^ mull have dan antiquities. He publiihed 
been then very old ; fer he had other works ;* but none of them 
known Pancratesy a famous poet have reached our times (2). 

(P) Athsr, /, xii. Vojf- /■;//. ' Kff. ^ j"'. t. 1^. (9) ^tbeo, /. Xv. p. 677. 

(ij III. p;. /’//. hijt. foiJ, 

bling 
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bling them, told them, that the emperor being dead of 
an apoplexy, he brought them a new prince, the moil de- 
ferving perfon in the fenaie, who, he was fure, would be 
received with great joy, and acknowlcged by all the armies 
of the empire, fince he had every-where given fignal proofs 
of his courage, prudence, and other princely, virtues. 

•• Pertinax himfelf fpoke after and, in his fpeech, 

promil'ed to each foldier three thoufand drachmas ; which 
would have gained them over to his intereil, had he not added 
very unfeafonably, that he hoped, by their means, to reform 
fevefal abufes ; for they concluded from thence, that he de- 
figned to reflore the antient difeipiine, and deprive them of 
many privileges, which hadjaecn granted them by Commedus* 

This occafioned an univerfai difeontent, which, however, they 
diflembled, for the«]jr«fent ; and, a fmall number having, at 
fiift, faluted him with the title of emperor, the reft followed ^hisac- 
their example, took the oath of allcgignce to him, and, after ^»o-wIgged 
the ufual facrifices, accompanied him, crowned with laurel, 
to the fenate ; whe^ he was received with jhe greateft de- 
monftrations of jo)^naginable by the new confuls ^intus 
Sojius Falco and Cains Julius Erucius^ and by all the magi- 
ftrates, and other fenators, who had affembled upon the firft*^ - 
Jiews of ^le death of the tyrant (M), When the fenators 
had taken their places, Pertinaxy before they had conferred 
upon him the title of AugujiuSy carneftly intrcatevl them not of Chrift 
to lay fo heavy a burden upon him in his old age, but to pitch 
upon fome other more able to difeharge fuch an important Of Rome 
truft, and better qualified by his nobility and birth for fo high 941, 
a ftation He was not fatisficd with begging them in gene- 
ral to choofe another, but particularly named Acilius Glabrioy 
who had been twice conful, and pretended to derive his pe- 
digree from Anchifes the father of Mneasy took him by the 
hand, and carneftly intreated him to place himfelf upon the 
imperial throne ; but Glahrioy and with him all the reft, dc- 

® Herod. I. iv. p. 482—493. Dio, I. Ixxiii. p. 830. Vit. 

Bert. p. 5S. 

• 

(M) Among the reft came refenting, that he prefled him to 
Pompeianuiy who, in congracu- accept the empire, and would 
lating him upon his new dignity, have willingly yielded it to him, 
cculd^ot held bewailing, at the fays CapMinuSy could Por^eia- 
fame time, the unhappy end of nus have been prevailed upon to 
his brother in-ltAv Cmmodnsi accept it. * 
which Pertinax was fo far from 
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He accepts daring, that they would acknowlege no other prince but 
the empire Pertinax^ he was, in the end, obliged to yield ^ (N). 
agatnft his After the fcnate had falutcd him with the title of Augu^ 
w ^’/. returned them thanks in an oration fuited to the 

He eccafion, which was received with loud acclamations both of 
the fenate, fcnate and people, who were come in crouds to pay their 
homage to the new prince, whom they highly efteemed and' 
revered. The confuis pronounced, according to cuftom, his 
panegyric : after which Falco^ who was one of them, upon 
the emperor’s commending Lectus^ captain of the guards, and 
owning himfelf indebted to him for the empire, is faid by Ctf- 
pitolinus to have rebuked the new prince with great freedom 
for countenancing one who had been the chief minifter of 
the crimes of Commodus. Pcrtlnax heard ^him without the 
leaft emotion, and only told him, when h*e had done fpeak- 
ing, that he was young, and had not yet learnt to obey ; that 
Lceius had put the orders of Cofnmodus in execution againfl 
his own inclination, and (hewn, as ^oon as he was ^at 
liberty to a£l as he pleafed, what w^ his private fenti- 
. ments * (O). From the fenatc, the emperor went to offer 
the ufual facrifices in the capitol, vifited the other temples, 
and then, amidft the loud acclamations of the people, re- 


^ Herod. Dio, ibid. * Vit. Pert. p. 55. 


(N) Copiiolinuj^ though no- 
way favourable to Pertinax, can- 
not, however, help owning, that 
he wa.s raifed to the empire a- 
gainft his will, and that he had 
ever fhewn an utter avcrfion to 
the fovereignty, and to all the 
enligns of the fovereign power ; 
in cooHrmation of which, he al- 
leges a letter written by Perti- 
nax himfelf, and recorded by 
Marius Maximus (3). 

(O) Pertinax received, with 
the title of A^uJIus, all the 
other cities peculiar to the impe- 
rial dignity, that of the father 
cf bis country not excepted, 
which*is laid to have never be- 
fore been given to any prince on 
the firll day of his reign (4). To 
the refi he defired that the title 
of the prince of the fcnate might 


be added, which had been laid 
afide ever fince the times of the 
republic (4). At the fame time 
the fenate decreed the title of Au^ 
gufia to his wife Fiansia Titiaua^ 
and that of Cnfar to his fbo. 
But he could not, by any means, 
be prevailed upon to accept that 
honour for his wife, whofe con- 
duA he difliked ; and, as to his 
fon, he told the fenate, that he 
ihould enjoy the title they had 
decreed him when'hedefervedlt. 
He would .lot even fuffer his fon, 
who was yet very young, to live 
with him in the palace ; but fent 
him, and his After, to the houle 
of Flansius Sulpicianus^ "their 
grand&ther by the mother, to 
be brought up there her from the 
gaieties and licentioufoefs of the 
court. 


(3) Vit. Pert.p, 59, {4} laem, p, 55. (S) Dio, /. Ixxiii. p. 832. 

paired 
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paired to the palace, where he gave a great entertainment, as 
it was the firlc day of the new year, to all the magidrates, 
and the chief men of the fenate, purfuant to an antient cu- 
ftom, which had been negle£led by Commodus^ (P). 

Thus Pertinax "began his reign, to the great fatisfaftion Jhehirth 
ef Romey and of all the provinces of the empire, where he and fdu- 
was proclaimed emperor with extraordinary demonftrations of thn of 
joy ; no one doubting, but he would foon reftore the ftate to Pertinax. 
its former luftre, and redrefs the abufes and diforders intro- 
duced by Commodus, He was born on the fit ft of Aitguft of 
the year 126. the tenth of Adrianas reign, in* a little vill ge 
called Villa Martis^ at a fmall diftance from Alba Pompeia^ 
now Alha^ in the duchy of* Montferrat» He is commonly 
ftiled by hiftorians^*apd in moft inferiptions, Publius Helvius 
Pertinax. His father, by name Helvius Sticceffus^ had either 
been a Have himfelf, or was the fon an enfranchifed Have 
and followed the mean profeftion of drying wood, and making 
charcoal. We are told, that he gave the name of Pertinax 
to his fon, on account of his obftinately adhering, for fome 
time, to the fame calling, which, however, he was after^ 
wards perfuaded to abandon, and to keep a grammar- fchool 
in J\is father having taken care jo have him inftruiSted, 

when very young, in the Greek and Latin langjages. But ihat 
profeftioi^ not ani^wering his expectation, he betook himfelf 
to a military life, and ferved ftrft in Syria^ in the reign of 
Antoninus PiuSj as a common foldier i but was foon raifed 
to the rank of a centurion, by the intereft of Lolltus Avitus^ 
or rather Lolltus Gentianusy his* father’s patron. 

Having in that poft diftinguifhed himfelf under Lucius Hii rife 
VeruSy M. Aurelius' ft collegue in the empire, during the Par- andpre- 
thian war, he was rewarded with the command of a cohort 
in Syrioy and afterwards employed in Britainy or, as foine 
read, Bithynia, Maefia^ itnlyy and Germany y in which laft 
place he commanded the Roman fleet. From Germany he was 
fent into Daciay and there, upon fome falfe information, de- 
prived of his employment, whatever it was, by M. Aureliusy 

y Herod. 1 . ii. p.%94. Vit. Pert. p. 55. Dio, 1 . Ixxiii. 

p. 831. Vit. Pert. p. 52. VicT. epit. * 

(P) Die CaJ^us faw that day, weaknefs of his eyes, for not 
for the firft time, Pompeianus in aflifting at the deliberations of 
the fenate ; fo», during the laft thefenatf. But thefe complaints, 
years of Cemmodus's reign, he fays Dio, ceafed when Pertinax 
had lived conftantly in the coun- was raifed to the empire, and 
try, alleging his old age, and the returned as foon as he died (6). 
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nbtwithftanding the efteem he had for him- Capitolinus 
writes, that he was governor of Dacia^ and charged with 
afpiriiig to the empire. Be that as it will, M. Aurelim\ being 
foon after convinced of his innocence, created him fenator, 
honoured him with the enfigns of prxtor, and gave him the 
command of the firft legion, which he led againff the Gt'r-- 
mansy who had made themfelves mafters of Rbatia and No- 
ricum, Thefe countries he recovered in one campaign 5 for 
which eminent fervice M, Aurelius made him conful. He 
was afterwards fent into Syria againft Avldius CaJJius ; and, 
upon his death, recalled from thence to guard the banks of 
the Danube^ and command the army in Illyricum. Having 
acquitted himfelf in that office to' the general fatisfadfion both 
of the Romans and barbarians, he wa^, afterwards preferred 
to the government of the two Mcejia's^ then to that of Da- * 
eia, and laftly to the government of Syria^ which he held to 
the reign of Commodus^ when he returned to Rome ; but did 
not continue long there, being ordered by Perennis^ who then 
governed with an abfolute fwayy and fufpedled all men of 
merit, to quit the city, and retire to Li^uria^^ his nativ'e 
country, where he lived, as it were, in exile, three whole 
years j during which *he embellifhed the place where he was 
born with a great number of fine buildings ; but would not 
fufFer hi<\ father’s cottage, or rather fhop, which ftsod in the 
midft of them, to be pulled down, or any^ways altered. 
After the downfal of Peretinis^ he was, by Commodus^ fent 
into Britain^ to reftore the antient difeipline among the 
troops there, that were ready to revolt ; which he compafled, 
r.ot’without expofing himfelf to great dangers. He was re- 
called from thence at his own requeft ; and, upon his return, 
charged with the care of fupplving the city witJi piovifions; 
then appointed proconful of Aftica ; and laftly, governor of 
Rome^ which employnynt he held when Commodvs was 
killed ^ ^ 

His eha- The confpirators judged him, as we have related above,. of 

raJ 7 e/ . all the great men in Romey the mott worthy of the empire. 

And truly he was, according to Herodie{jty in every refpeft 
well qualified^ fo important a truft, being a man of great 
wifdom, extraordinary valour, and a blamelefs charadifer^. 
Dio CaJJius extols him on account of his mild temper, his 
goodnefs, and his application to bufinefs ; and adds, that he 
was grave without bfing fallen, mild without indolence, pru- 
dent without craft, exa^ without affectation, *frugal without 
avarice, and great without pride or arrogance Aurelius 

*» Vit. Pert. p. 54, 55. Herod. 1 . ii. p. 49J. Dio, 1 . Ixxiii. 
p. 831. VicT. cpit. *» Herod, ibid. • Dio, p. 832. 

4 c in excerpt. Vat. p. 743. 
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Victor ftiles him a perfon thoroughly acquainted wijth man- 
kind, and one who admired and imitated the manners of the 
antient Romans The other ViSfor fays, that he was an 
enemy to all pomp, and outward appearance ; that he re- 
ceived perfons of every rank and condition with great affabi- 
lity, and treated them as his equals. Julius CapitoUnus is 
the only writer who gives him but an indifferent charader, 
and charges him with avarice, and want of fincerity ; but 
that writer lived an hundred years after Pertinax, whereas 
both Dio CaJJius and Herodian were perfonally acquainted 
with him. 'I'he emperor Julian charges him only with hav- 
ing been privy to the confpiracy ® ; but even from that charge 
he is cleared by the above-mentioned writers. 

As he found thl gxchequer quite drained, he ordered all 
the filvcr ffatues of Commodus^ which had been pulled down du^ and 
by a decree of the fenate, to be meltcjl, and turned into mo- 
ney ; and fold by auction all his concubines and catamites, ^ 
his arms, his horfes, his gold and lilver plate, and all 
rich moveables ; among which particular mention is made of 
chariots A4 contrived, as to (hew the hour, and meafure the 
way By this means he raifed money wherewith to pay 
the praetegian guards what he had pgomifed them, to dif- 
charge feveral debts contraded by Commodus^ and to give a 
bounty to the people. At the fame time he leftored to the 
lawful owners whatever had been unjuftly taken from them 
by Commodusy recalled fuch as had been b/inifhed for the pre- 
tended crime of treafon, put them in pofleffion of their 
eftates, and puniflied, with the utmoft feverity, thofe who 
had been any-ways acceffory to their misfortunes. He pub- 
licly declared, that he would accept of no legacies or inherit- 
ances from fuch as had children or lawful heirs of their own, 
faying, 1 had rather be poory than wallow in riches acquired by 
dijbonourable methods. He abolifhed all the taxes laid by Corn- 
modus on the rivers, ports, and highways ; and would not 
fuller bis name to be fet up, according to culiom, in fuch 
places as belonged to the emperors, faying, that they did not 
belong to him, but to the public B. 

Thus by the mildnefs of his government,, by his equity 
and moderation, he gained the affections both of the fenate 
and people ; but, by attempting to reftrain the licentioufnefs . 
of the prstorian guards, he difobliged both them, and ^their 
commander Laiusy who at firft had been fo zealous in 
, caufe. I’he pfivace men, not doubting But he would 

Aur. ViCT. « Julian. C®f.p, 14. ^Vit. Pert, 

p. 56. * Dio, 1. Ixxiii. p. 832. Vit. Pert. p. 5B — 59. 

{ffiROD. 1 * ii. p. 496. 
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the antieiit difclpline among them, had, three tiays after his 
acceffion to the empire, attempted to fet up another, to wit, 
Tr 'iffrius Maternus Lafeimus, a feoator of an iUuArious fami- ' 
]y ; but he, cfcaping from them while they were carrying 
him to the camp, fled to Perttnaxy afliired him of his loyal- 
ty, and then withdrew from Rome. This obliged the empe- 
ror to coniirm to them all the privileges which had been 
granted them by Commodus^ However, he kept them to their 
7hey re- ^^^7) whicn they, inured to the licentioufnefs of the prece- 
wolt, and not being able to brook, attempted to rai/e/W/r^, 

attempt to the conful, to the empire. Pertinaxy who was then at Oftia ' 
raife Fal- giving the necefl'ary orders for fupplying the city with provi- 
co to the lions, returned in great hafte tb.«the palace; and, repairing 
empire. from thence to the fenate, complained, there of FalcOy whom 
the fenators were for condemning immediately as a traitor, 
and a public enemy. ^ But Pertinaxy rifing up, cried out, 
that in his reign no fenator, however guilty, fhould be put to 
death ; and publicly declared, that he forgave him. Falcoy 
beirg thus difmiHed, retired to his eftate, where he lived in 
fafeiy. Some writers pretend, that he was utterly unacquaint- 
ed with the defign of the praetorian guards, who had agreed 
to make him emperor^ without imparting their re/blution to 
him. However that be, the foldiers, highly exafperated againft 
Pertinaxy who laboured to revive the antient difcipline, and 
ifirred up underhand by LatuSy who did not think his former 
fervices fufiiciently rewarded, began openly to mutiny, and 
declare that they would no longer obey the orders of Pertir 
vaxy nor acknowlege him for emperor. To exafperate them 
ilill more, Lattus caufed feveral of them to be publicly exe- 
cuted, as privy to the late confpiracy ; pretending, that he 
obeyed therein the orders of Pertinaxy though the prince was 
quite unapprifed of tbefe proceedings. 

By this means the mutiny increaling daily, on the twenty- 
7hreehun- eighth of March a body of about three hundred of the muti- 
dred of neers, more bold than the reft, leaving the camp, and paifing 
them through the ftreets of Rome with their drawn iwords, went 
march io ilriit to the palace, which they entered without oppofition, 
Kome, the emperor's freedmen and oiEcers either betaking tbem- 
mnd enter felves to flight through fear, or treacheroufly opening all the 
the palace, gates to them. Pertinaxy in the mean time, knew nothing 
of wl^at pafled, till his wife, in a great fright, brought him 
word, that the praetorian guards had revolted, and were aU 
ready in the palace. ^ Hereupon the emperor difpatched Sul- 
picianusy his father-in-law, whom he had appointed governor 
of Romey to appeafe the tumult in the camp, and ordered 
Latvs to ftop thofe who had entered the palace. But Latusy 
covering his face, that he might not be knowp> inftead of 

obeying 
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obeying the emperor’s orders, redred to his own houfe. As 
the mutineers Hill advanced, fome of the emperor’s friends, 
who had remanded with him, advifed him to retire, and con- 
ceal himfelf, till the people, by whom he was greatly beloved, 
could come to his afliftance. But Pertinax reje<^ed their ad- 
vice, faying. That to fave his life by flight was a thing alto- 
gether unworthy of an emperor. He therefore rcfolved to go The intre- 
forth, and meet them in perfon, believing that, awed by his pidity rf 
prefence, they Would return to a fenfe of their duty. Ac- Pertinax, 
cordingly, he ajppeared unexpe£l;ed]y before them ; and afked 
them, without betraying the lead fear or concern, whether 
they, whofe duty it was to .defend the emperor’s perfon, 
were come with an intent to*betray and murder him. At the 
fame time he reproAnsed to them the heinoufnefs of their 
crime, the ignominy which it would cad upon their memo- 
ries, and the fatal confequences of fo Uaclc a treafon, with 
fuch fpirit and energy, that many of them, moved by his 
words, began to fheath their fwords, and retire. But a Tun- 
grian^ by name Taufiui^ darting his javelin at the emperor’s 
bread, and crying out, The foldiers fend you this^ the red fell 
on with great fury, and difpatched him with many wounds. His death. 
The emperor made no reiidance ; bus, covering his head 
with his robe, and calling upon Jupiter the Avenger^ re- 
ceived their blows. Ecledius alone remained with him, and 
endeavoured to defend him ; but, after having killed two of 
the foldiers, was himfelf run thro’, and left dead by his 
mader, for whofe fafety he had facrifleed his life. The fol- 
diers cut off his head, and carried it upon the point of a 
fpear, as it were in triumph, to the camp, whither they 
retired with great precipitation, before the people could affem- 
ble, who, they knew, would not fail to revenge the death of 
a prince whom they fo tenderly loved. 

And truly it was no fooner known, ihsit Pertinax had He isunt^ 
been murdered, than the enraged populace flocked toge- *uerfally 
ther from all quarters of the city j and uttering dreadful me- lamented, 
naces againd the authors of his death, ran up and down the 
dreets in qued of them. The fenators were no lefs concerned 
for his death, than tlic people ; the more, becaufe they were 
now convinced, that the foldiers would fuffer none to reign 
but tyrants. However, as they bad more to lofe than the 
common people, they did not offer to revenge his death ; *buc 
either fhut themfelves up in their own hoi^fes, or in thofe of 
the foldiers of tUeir acquaintance, chinking themfelves there 
mod fafe Such was the unfortunate and much-lamented 
end of Publius Hehms Pertinax^ after he had lived fixty-dx 

^ Pio,p. 834, 835* Herop. l.ii. p. 498. Vic. Pert. p. 58. 
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years, feven months, and twenty-fix or twenty-eight days ; 
an^ reigned, according to Dio Cajfius^ cighty-feven days, that 
is, from the fiift of January to the twenty-eighth of March \ 
His body, together with his head, w^s interred with great 
pomp by Didius Julianusy his fucccflbr, in the burying- 
place of his wife’s family. The emperor Septimius Sevefusy 
with the title of emperor, took the name of Pertinaxy which 
he knew would, above any thing elfe, recommend him to 
the army in lllyricumy and to the Roman people. He puniih- 
ed, with great feverity, all thofe who had been acce^ry to 
his death, difbanded the praetorian guards, honoured his me- 
mory with a mofl; magnihcei^t funeral, at which was carried 
the effigies of the deceafed pfince, pronounced himfclf his 
panegyric, and caufed him to be ranked "in the number of the 
gods, appointing the fon chief-prieft to his father. The day 
of his acceffion to tlVe empire was yearly celebrated with the 
Circenjian games ; and his birth-day, for many years after, 
with other fports He peformed great things, fays Herodiany 
during his (hort reign, and would have reftored the empire 
to its former luilre, had he reigned longer K 

Pert IN AX had fent, as we have related above, Flavius 
Sulpicianusy his father-in-law, to appeafe the tvmult in the 
camp of the praetorian guards ; but, in the mean time, the 
news of his death reaching the camp, and the thrCe*hundred 
foldiers arriving foon after with his head ft uck on a fpear, Sul^‘ 
picianus was net alhamed to apply to the murderers of his 
fon- in-law for the empire, and to offer them money for it. 
But they, refolved to make the moft of it, caufed it to be 
^proclaimed on the ramparts of the camp, that the empire 
was expofed to fale, and the beft bidder fhould have it. When 
news of this fcandalous proclamation was firft brought to 
RonUy Didius Julianusy the wealthieft man in the city, was 
entertaining fome of his friends at a banquet, who, in the 
midft of their mirth and jollity, advifed him, as he had more 
ready money than any man in Romcy not to lofe the opportu- 
nity of making fo valuable a purchace. Julianus raviftied 
with the dazling profpe^f of rule and empire, hearkened to . 
their advice, rofe from table, and haftened to the camp ; 
where he reprefented to the foldiers, whom Sulpicianus was 
haranguing in his own behalf, that his competitor would not 
fail \)ne day to revenge the death of his fon-in-law ; ancl gave 
them it under his hand, that he would reftorf all things to the 
condition they were in under Commodus. This pleafed the li- 

* Dio, 1 . IxxHi. p. 834. ** Idem, p. 840— 842. Vict. 

epic. Vic. Pert. p. 59. H^rod. p. 495. > Herod, ibid. 
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centious and difiblute (bldiery, who had committed, In that 
princess reign, all forts of diforders with impunity. 

However, they would hear what they both offered, and 
fufl'ered them to bid, upon one another, Sulpiaanus in the 
camp, and julianus at the gate ; till the latter, riling at once 
from live thoufand drachmas a man to fix thoufand two hun- 
dred and fifty, to be immediately paid, fiienced the other, 
was admitted into the camp, and proclaimed emperor, on chafed by 
condition that he fliould forgive his competitor, and never ^'dius 
take the leaft notice of his afpiring to the empire (Q^). J“^*^**“*. 
M, Didius Severus yulianus, thus raifed to the empire, was His §x~ 
defeended from an illuftrious /amily, come originally from traSim 
Milan^ in which cw his gr^indfather was born. The tm-cindpre* 
peror was the (bn oT JLetrontm Didius Severus^ and JEmilia 
Clara^ the grand-daughter of the celebrated civilian Sahius 
Julianus^ who fiouri£ed under Adriaa^ and compiled the 
petpetual edi£l. He was born on the twenty-ninth or thir- 
tieth of January \r\ the year 133. the fixteenth of Adrian*^ 
reign, and brought up by Domitia Lucilla^ the mother of 
M. Aurelius. That prince, who had a particular affection for 
him, created him firftqua;ftor, then Kdile, afterwards praetor ; 
and when thf time of his prsetorlbip expired, gave him the com* 
mjnd of the twcnty-fecond legion, then quartered in Germany* 

Not long after, he appointed him governor of Belgic Gaui^ 
where, with the few forces he had under his command, he 
drove back the Chauciy who had made an irruption into the 
Raman territories ; for which fervice he was rewarded with 
the confulfhip. After he had difeharged that oflice, he was 
fent in 10 lUyricum^ which country he deftnJtd with great 
valour againft the neiglibouriiig barbarians ; and was, on that 

Dio, p. 835, Herod, p. 499. 

( Q-) ^pciriian relates his ac- anfwcrcd, that the empire was 
ceflion to the empire in a different already difpofed ofi but they, 
manner: according to him, the neverthelcO, carried him to the 
fenate afi'embled upon the news camp againft his will, where, 

the emperor’s death ; but Ju' upon his warning them not to 
lianus^ coming too late, and find- choofe one who would undoubt- 
ing tlie doors Ihut, was accofted cdly revenge the death of Per//- 
by tv'q tribunes, P. Fhrianus nax^ and his promifmg to re- 
ard Fefihts Aper, who encou- fpett the memory of Commdus, 
raged him to feiz^ on the cm- he was proclaimed upon 
pire. Julianus^ believing that the above-mentioned condition 
Sulpicianus had been proclaimed (/)• 

Cmpetor by the pnetorian guards, 

( 7 ) Sfart, in Jitl. f. 6a, 
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account, preferred to the government of Lower Germany 5 
ivhcnce he was recalled to Rome^ and charged with the care 
of fupplying the city with provifions ». He narrowly efcaped 
being put to death in the reign of Commodus^ as privy to the 
pretended confpiracy of Sahius Julianus^ his uncle by the 
mother, and was for fome time confined to the city of Afihn, 

• But Commodus^ afhamed of having caufed fo many other fe* 
nators to be inhumanly mafTacred, not only difeharged yuUa^ 
nusy but preferred him to the government of Bithynia^ and 
afterwards to the confuKhip, in which he had Pertinax for 
his collegue, whom he fucceeded in the proconfulfhip of Afri- 
ca, Hence Pertinax ufed to call him his ccllegue, and his fuc- 
cefTor ; which was afterwards interpreted as a prefage of his 
being fucceeded by Julianus in the ei^*kpife 
His da- All authors agree, that Didius Julianus was pofTeiled of 
ra^er, immenfe wealth ; buf^difagree as to his cbaradlrer. DioCaffius^ 
who had been named by Pertinax to the praetorlhip, charges 
him with avarice and gluttony, and paints him as one who 
was wholly intent upon amafling riches by any means, how- 
ever fhameful and unjuft, and, at the fame time, fparing no 
expence to pleafe and fatisfy his palate. He fpoke without 
judgment, fays thaC writer, and uttered fuch things in public 
as made him be pitied by all men of fenfe. He was, under- 
hand, a great encourager of difturbances and troubles in the 
ftate, and is fuppofed to have privately ftirred up the foldiers 
again ft Pertinax^ though his nephew had married that prince’s 
daughter. Dio CaJJius adds, that he himfelf, in pleading, 
had often reproached him in public with his crying injufticesi^. 
Herodian writes, that he was generally defpifed on account 
of his diforderly life, and that he thought of nothing but his 
pleafures and diverfions Spartian, on the other hand, tells 
us, that, in all his governments and employments under M, 
Aurelius^ he acquitted himfelf with great integrity ; from 
which, however, he was faid to have fwerved in the reign of 
Commodus. He adds, that he was fo covetous, as not to al- 
low himfelf fometimes any other food but roots and greens ; 
which is point-blank contrary to what we read in Dio Cajftu^ 
and Herodiany both which writers lived at that time in Rome. 
Spartian, however, owns, that Julianus was charged with 
eating and drinking to excefs, with gaming, and imng fuch 
weapons as were peculiar to the gla^ators, though, in his 
youth, he had never been addi6^ed to any of thefe vices r. He 
(hewed himfelf, according to that writer, kind, affable, and 

* Spart. in*}ul.p. 60. * Idem ibid. p. 6i« * Dio* 

1. Ixxiii. p, 835. « Hsrod. L ii. p. 498. ^ Julian, vit. 
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obliging to all men \ and was fo far from being elevated with 
hh new dignity » that, on the contrary, he Teemed rather to 
debafe himfelf too much. 

As foon as he was declared emperor, he appointed, at the 
requeft of the praetoriap guards, Flavius Geniaits and Tullius 
Crifpinus their commanders. At the fame time he accepted fjg takes 
the Iname of Commodus^ which they begged him to take upon the name 
him ; and this name is flill to be feen on fome of his medals ^ of Com* 
After the ufual ceremonies, the praetorian guards accompa- modus, 
nied him in battle-array to the fenate. The people did not 
offer to oppofe their march ; but no acclamations were heard ; 
fome, who were at a diftance, even uttered invedtives againft 
him. As for the fenators, thofe among them, who were 
the moft grieved to fe^ him emperor, were the moil forward 
in congratulating him with feigned joy on his acceilion to 
the empire. Among thefe was, as he himfelf owns, Dio 
CaJJius the hiilorian *. JuUanus made a^eech in the fenate, 
fays Dio^ who was prefent, worthy of himfelf ; wherein he 
d^red them to connrm what the foldiers had done, as if he 
would hold the empire of them ; but told them at the fame 
time, that he was the fitteft perfon they could choofe. I'he He is ac- 
fenate immediately pafTed a decree, declaring him emperor, knomUged 
and his family patrician, and invefting him with the tnbu- hy tbefe- 
nitial and proconfular powers. At the fame time his wife uaie. 
Manila ScantiUa^ and his daughter Didia Clara^ were ho- 
noured with the title of Jugujlec. From the fenate he re- 
paired to the palace, wlicrc he found the body of Pertinax^ 
which he caufed to he honourably interred, and paiTcd the 
night in great agonies, reflecting on the fate of Ptrtinax^ 
which he apprehended might in the end be his own u. 'Fbus 
Capitolinus ; but Dio Cajftus^ who was an cye-witnefs of 
what pafl'ed at Rome under 'Jultanus^ tells us, that the new 
prince, “entering the palace, and defpifing the frugal fupper 
which had been prepared for Pertinax (tor that prince was 
murdered, and he declared emperor, on the fame day), or- 
dered a magnificent fcafl; to be got ready, and palled the night 
in mirth and jollity, leaving the body of the deceafed prince 
in the place where he h^d been murdered 

The next morning, the fenate and the Roman knights He re* 
coming to wait upon him, he received them in a moil ob- ceives 
ligipg manner, calling them, fays Capitolinus^ according to them in m 
their age, his father, his brother, or his fon. He went after- very eh- 
wards to the feiyite, and returned them (hanks for having llg>"g 
admitted him to admuiifter, in conjunSIon with them, the 

• Birac. p. 262. * Dio, 1. Ixxiii. p. 835. ■ Vit. Pert, 

p. 61. ^ Dio, I Ixxiii. p. 836. 
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« fovereign power, and for the honours they had conferred on 
his wife and daughter. On this occafion he had received, 
according to Capitolinus^ the titie of father of his country^ 
which, however, does not appear on any of his medals. F rom 
the fenate he went to the capitol to offer there the ufual 
. facnfi 'cs, the fenators, who attended him, ftriving to fhew 
V A J height of their grief. But the people, Grangers 

to all diffimulatioii, openly loaded him with curfes and re- 
h hoping by that means to oblige him to refign the 

\be Peotf which he had purchafed of the foldiery in fo (hameful 

^ ^ ’ 2L manner. They even difeharged ihowers of ftones at him, 
and wiihed aloud, as be was facriheing in the capito), that 
he might never obtain any favour of the gods. The emperor 
endeavoured to appeafe them with great promifes ; but they 
anfwered boldly, that they fcorned receive any thing from, 
fuch an ufurper and parricide : infomuch that, to diri>erfe 
tiicfn (ft^r they ftopfcd up the way), he was obliged to order 
the foldicrs to fall upon thofe who Itood neareft ; which they 
did accordingly, and killed or wounded great numbers of 
them. This exafperated the people to fuch a degree, that 
they all took arms j and, in the circus, where the emperor 
aflilled at the public games, renewed their curfes and impre- 
c<ttions both againil him and the prietorian guar();s, imploring 
aloud the affrilance of the other armies and generals, namely, 
of Pefcemiius Niger^ who, at that time, commanded a pow- 
erful army in Syria, All this Julianus bore with great pa- 
tience, i'dys Spartian ; and, duiing his (hort reign, gave many 
His go- inftances of an extraordinary fwcet temper He appointed 
•vernment, Jlepentinus^ his fon-in-law, capt dn of the praetorian guards, 
in the room of Sulpitianus, father-in-law to the deceafed em- 
peror ; and, to gratify the foldiery, re-eftabliflied many things, 
which had been appointed by Co?nmodt4S, and abolifhed by 
Pertinax, 


Among the many great captains, who commanded at this 
time the Roman armies in the diffciciit provinces of the em- 
pire, the moft famed were Pefeennim Niger in Syria^ Septic 
nius Severus in Illyricum^ and Clodius Mbinus in Britain, 
Clodius Clodius Albinus was a native of Adrumetiim iri Africa^ but 
Albiijus, defeended from the Pojihumian and Ceionian families, two 
hts exira^ of the mofl illuftrious in Romr, His fathei Ocionius Pofihu- 
ion and g^ve him the name of Albinus^ becaufe at his birth he 
otXT appeared whiter thm^ new-born children ufually arc, the 
Latin werd albus itmj^rixng white. He was brought up in 
Africa^ w^here he ftudied the Greek and Latin languages, in 
which he was well verfed. The antients extol his knowlege 
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and learning, and niient2bn» with great camDiendations^ a 
treat! fe, which he compofed on agriculture. But his martial 
genius did not allow him to purfue the peaceable profeilion 
of letters. When he was yet very young, he was often 
heard to repeat, among the children of bis age at fchool, that 
verfe of Virgil^ — Jrma amens captOy nec fat rationis in ar~ 
»iis ; efpecialiy the firft part of it, Jrma amens caftOy that is, 
I am for following the profefjion of atmsy right or wrong ; 
I am for a military life at ail events. He therefore entered 
into the fervice very early, and, by the intereft of Lollius 
Serenusy Babius Maiianusy and Ceionius PoJlhumianuSy men 
of rank, and nearly related to him, was iirft raifed to the 
command of a troop of lllyriajt horfe, and foon after to that 
of the firft and fourth legions. He commanded the army in 
Bithynia in the rei^^of AI, Aurelius y and reftrained them 
from joining, as they defigned, Avidius Cafftus^ for which 
fervice he was rewarded with the con^lfhip. In the reign 
of Commodus he was appointed governor of Gaul^ where he 
gained great advantages over the Frifians^ and other neigh- 
bouring nations. From Gaul he was tranflated into Britain^ 
which government he held at this time y. I'he emperor Com^ 
modusy fufpet^ling that Sepihnlus Severusy governor of Illyria 
cumy and H^onius MurcuSy who commanded an army in fomc 
Other province, defigned to revolt, in order to engage Alhinus 
in his caufe, wrote a letter to him, if Capitolinus is to be 
credited, giving him leave to afl'ume, if he faw occafion, the 
title of Cafar^ and all the cnfigus of that dignity ; which he 
prudently declined, fearing to be involved in the ruin of 
tyrant, which he apprehended to*be at hand (R). The fame 


Vit. Alb. p. 79—84. 


(R) This letter was conceived 
in the following terms : Befides 
the other letters, which 1 have 
written to you concerning your 
fucceilbr, and the affairs of the 
public, this, you fee, iS a fami- 
liar letter, written witli my own 
hand ; in which I give you leave, 
whenc^'er yon fhall fee occafion, 
to take upon you, at the head of 
the army, the name and quality 
of X^afar. For I hear, that Stp- 
titnius Sevents and Nonius Murcus 
fpcak ill of me to the army, in 
order to cHrange from me the 


minds of the foldiery, and pave 
themfeives a way to the throne. 

I give you leave, when you think 
fit, to aflame the name of Cjfur^ 
and to prefent the foldiers with 
a donative of three pieces of gold 
a man. I fend you letters lor 
my receivers, fcaled with the 
head of an Amazon ^ which^yoii 
will deliver to them, when you 
liavc occaflbn for the moqey ; 
otherwife they w'ill not fupply 
you with it out of the treafury. 
That you may not be without 
the enfigns of the dignity to wh eh 
. I raiie 
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writer adds, that, feme time after, a falfc r^rt of the death 
of Commodus being fpread in Britain^ Alhinus^ 'giving credit 
to it, encouraged bis foldiers to abolifh monarchy, and re- 
eilabiilli the uiitient republican government ; which gained 
'him the affections of the fenate, but provoked Commodus to 
fuch a degree, that he immediately fent 'Junius Severus to 
fucceed him in the government of Britain ; but he did not 
arrive there before the death of Commodus was publicly known 
in that province 

M. Aurelius had a particular value for him, and thought 
him, as appears from one of his letters to the captains of the 
guards quoted bv Capitolinus ^ (8), well qualified, on account 
of his feveritv and gravity, for the command of an army; 
But his feveritv feenis to have bordered upon cruelty ; for he 
is faid never to have pardoned the leafl^faillt, but to have cru- 
cified even the centurions, when he found them any -Way 
remifs in their duty. *»He was unjuft to his domeflics, infup- 
portable to his and to all furly and morofe. He was 

* Vit. Alb. p. 79. • Idem, p. 83. 

I raife you, I give you leave to courage him, afluring him, that 
wear a purple robe even in my his fervices fhall rot remain unre- 
prefcnce : the purple you fliall warded {9). The fame prince wrote 
have the firficime 1 fee you, but another letter concerning him foon 
not enriched with gold, which after the rebellion of 
my great grandfather jElius /'V- Jius, in which heexprefles liimlelf 
rus never wore, tho* adopted by thus : The fidelity of Albinus 
Adrian (8). deferves the bigheft encomiums ; 

(S) A/. Aurelius wrote the fol- for, when the forces in Bithynia 
lowing letter concerning him to were ready to revolt, and join 
the captains of the guards : I Cajius, he fpared no pains to 
have entrufied Albinus^ of the maintain them in their duty, and 
family of the Ceionii, with the defeat their evil dcfigns. I cherc- 
command of two cohorts. He fore think him worthy of the 
is, it is true, an but free confuUhip, and accordingly dc- 

from the vices of that coq itry. fign to fubflicute him in the room 
He is the fon-in-law of Plautii- of CaJJius Papirius^ who is dan- 
lus, and, befides, a man of great geroufly ill, and, as J am in- 
experience, of a grave and com- formed, ‘pall recovery. But of 
pofed behaviour, and capable of this take no notice till lie is dead, 
maintaining the necelTary dilci- left it ihould come to the ears 
pline in a camp : at leall, I am either of Papirius himfelf^ or his 
mre we need not apprehend any friends ; which would give me 
thii^ from him. I Have doubled great concern ( 1 ). 
his ulary, and defire you to en- 

(8; rrl. A/biff, /*. 47. (9) Idem ibide f i) Idem, p. 48. 
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bMftdftd'iMr^^ wncettiki^ii tie abthuied altogether from 
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im^ litem d#l(stli» beinij chafte^ but abhorred and pu* 
mAed wMi At utmoft fevcinty all iorts of unnatural laft. 

hie many vieea, a man of great 
mrigsmit Mi m mdCttry a8atra» he waa commonly called 
a Cm# Cbtafawr. The wangue he made to fan troops m 
Mfkam i|mil monarchy, gamed faith the afft^ions of the 
Aftate (p inch a <kgftr» thdt no prince, fays hts'hiftorian, 
m» ever loved by iMmielfb much as he «« 

Caxus PEscfiiSNxift Nionft Jbsrns, as he » iHfed on Percenmus 

Ibme medals d, seas defcended of an e^dfartan farndy, and Niger, 
bom at Jqutmim* He had hut a fmaU mate, and little learo-^ txt^Gaum^ 
ing } but nevertfaeiefs raifed himfelf from the degree of a 
centurion to the fitft military employments in the empire 
He bad ftaue command m GauU where be contraAed a great 
friimdAip ibiA Stptmuts Smerti$^ at Aat time governor of 
the country pf ijfsnt, who recommended him to the empe* 
for <ibaiiyisdfa»nt an exc^lent foidier, and experienced com- 
snandttr. He WW afterwards made confulf at the requeft of 
the troops under hb command a. #!s bun a gal- 

lant Ibldier, an ehceUent oiBcar, an experienced general, an 
tlMIriolia confut, and an unfortunate emperor^. He kept 
thidbMim to their duty» and would not fuffer them to exaA 
any ifamg Aom the pn#ib i>or the ofiScefs from the foldicrs^ 
upon my jnqoomt triuuib^cr. He caufed two tribunes to 
be yipned for having dedudled a very tntonfiderable fumvfroin 
the pay of the men under their command, and condemned ten 
foldtevs to bp beheaded for fimbnf a fowl ; but the whole 
army iiueroedmg m then hehalf, he thought it advifeable to 
ipare ibar lives, and only ddip them to pay to the country- 
iiiais the price ^ tea /bwb« lie w<»uld not allbw hu (bldi- 
ers, ariiile they were in the fiekL to drink wme, nor to uf« 
plate, or have any gold or filver about them, when Aey went 
to battle, that the eoettiy might not, m cafe of anv misfor- 
tune, -fist themfclvcs <A with their ^ib. He fufiered no 
bak^*'s to foYtow the army, obliging Ac ibldters to content 
A'*m&hes with biAet Some troops) tfaftt^were in garifon 

4 

^ Vit Alb £83 < Idem Jtfald ^ Bxaao 

p a64 ^ SraRT in Nigi p 7$. ^ Haaop* I ou 

p 501 

Vox XV V Oil 


2QO 

%> 


Septimius 
Scvcrus, 
^/j cla- 
ra£ler. 


the Rpma^ Hijl^y: B. Iff; 

on the frontiers of Egypt^ having one day begged leave to 
drink wiiie^ Hb returned them no other anfwer,* ihan that 
they were but at i fmall difiance from the Niic. He rMfrid 
nothing of the foldiecs, but what he praAifed himfelf.^ in his 
garb and drefs he little varied from a- common foldier, ahd 
his diet was the fame with thatof the gieaneft in the 
He always led the march on foot» with his head uncoven^v 
in all feafons and climates. He ^Itged eWn his own do-* 
meftics to carry burdens on their backs, that they might not 
feem to walk at their eafe, while the foldiefs were loadhd 
with their arms and baggage (T). 

Severus was a perlun endowed with extraoidiltm taltitfr* 
and in every refped infinitely fuperior both to Minns and 
Niger. He was generally efte^hicd, and not undefervedTy, 
the mofi adivr, vigilant* laborious/ and cnterprifing man in 
the whole empire ; inured to labour, indefatigable in every 
duty of war, equal 'to the gieateft commanders of*anttent 
times, a great iiiaficr of civil affairs, prompt in forefeetng 

(T) He had conilantly before for which Se^uersu 1$ blamed 
kis eyes Marius^ Hannihnl^ and For, tho’ be was ^naturally fc- 
other famed commanders of an* verc, fays HeroSnn (3), yet he 
tiquity s and when,* upon bis governed with g*eal Buldnefs, 
being fainted emperor, the per> and was always ready to contri- 
(bn, who, according to cuibm, bute to the dtverfions of the 
was appointed to pronOuned his people ; whkh gained him the 
panegyric, began to commend afieClions of the tiyrims^ efpeci- 
him, he immediately interrupted dally of the who 

tlie orator, and defired him to debghted in nothing but fhews 
fay fomething in praifrof Ma~ and fpefrades. Spartinn com- 
rius^ of Hannibal, or of fome mends him OQ account of bis 
other renowned commander, who challity, which the Gnul$, lays 
was dead. Tell uf, faid he, nvl^at that writer, admired in him above 
t-bey hame dsne *worsh of imita- all his other virtues (4). On the 
tion ; for to fraife the linking is other hand, Vt^er the younger 
4tn ufelefs tajk, efpedally to pratfe ftiles him a man* abandoned to 
an emperor, <i\}ho can pysttfii, te^ ‘all manner of kwdnefs. Dio 
•ward, profa the, and condemn : CnJJ.us fpeahs of him as a perfon 
as for me, 1 only defire to pleafp AO>wa^ remarkable either for his 
•wh'le llt*vei •when I am dead, good ocbod qualities (^). Hm\- 
then pratfe me, if I dejerme it. ever, it is certain, that he uas 
if he had prevailed, no one univerfally elieemed and beloved 
dqubted but he would have re- by the people of Rome, who all 
fiored the empire to its former wifhed to fee himempeior ^6). 
Ittftre, without ufiftg that cruelty 


(2; Vtt, j\iyK p. 75- 
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avenu, 4ixtrous:a((»9C<s|ting fchnmt a cofiftant fiiea<i, a ^ 

. danmotn ^my, ?a»Ml «»!<»«% viol«t fia his hw.and {mr«d. 

'.■ifc WAS ,jp=.great.?‘diflcittbler, .fyU of decctC^ and ever ready to 
. facrifice . hU;iepu]ta(ian9 and every tbi|»g clfc,^ to bis interaft 
apd ambition He was naturally indwed to cruelty and 
avarice, but more |o cruelty ; for wc bnd fume inftaxitcs of 
llis generoCty^ btit none of his humanity ; nay, he is faid 
never to have pardoned a fault, or performed a good-natured 
,a^oii ^ , He w^aa an enemy to ail pomp and (hew, frugal in 
diet, contenting himfelf for the inoft pwrt with roots .and 
greens,, but fometimes, tho^ fcldom, drinking to excefs. Ill 
^ heldp Jlis diet Was the fame with that of the common fol- 
^'ers; he foared with them aH their labours, and encouraged 
them more by bis example, •than by-jwords, to bear with pa- 
tience the toils of which, notwithftanding his feverlty, 
gained him the affections of the foldiery S^erut was born 
at Z-f/i/jV, a city of Libya Tripolitana f but hi# anceftors had tradiM, 
been Roman knights, and afterwards admitted into the fenatc j 
for he was nephew by jthe father to two confuls, Jf. Agrippa 
and Soptimius Severus \ the latter was twice conful. His 
father, M* Siptimius GetOy had another foil, named Jrkevaife 
GitOy ^n<i a datightjcr ; but neither her name, nor that of 
her fon, have been tranfmitted to os ‘ 

SEvaans was born on the eleventh oT Aprily in the eighth 
year of the reign of Antoninus Pius. He ftudicd fiift in Africa y cducathn, 
and afterwards at Romoy foe Grak and Latin tongues ; dc-. 
claimed in public, when only eight years old 5 applitd himfelf 
to the ftudy of philofopby and eloquence j nd cx.\ '1; !, ac - 
cording to Aurelius fi^OTy and Eutropius, in t’a.h 

branch of polite literatur^. Dhy on^tlic contrary, write., 
that he had more inclination than ability to Icjru tnc liber..! 
arts • \ and Spartian owns, that he ijickc to tbc cnjl uf I;.-, 

Ulfe the Latin tonguq with the African accent tk vu-i 
inftruaed in ibe knowlegc of the Uw, together with Papnu- 
anusy by Servidius ScavoLiy who pubbfhcd various books 
of jurilprudcnce, whereof fomc fragments are ftdlprderved 
via foe pandem-^. He feems to liave bad like wile fomc 
knowU^ of phyfic and h faid to have been foorouglily 
anquainced with judicial aftrology, a fctence to which the 

» 010, I, IwtUi. p.*837- & I- laxTK p. 869. Herod. I. ii. 
p. joj. VicT. epit. Tertvil. apol, e; 4. *» Hanon- 

! ill. p. 527. * Idem, 1. ii. p. 507. ^ ^ 

Sev. p. 64. Dio in excerpt. Val. p- 74Z. Gauf: p. a65, 
i Dio in excerpt. Val. p. 741. “ Vit. Scv. p. 71. “ Vit. 

Caracal!, com not. CasaUB. p. 132. & JOKS.l.iii* c* la* ° tJa* 

If ». focr, c. ii. p. 457i 458. ^ 
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Africans were gener^l^ addi£le(i ta bis youth jbe-' 
accttfisd of aduhory^ bit acquitted by Di^tts ^uiianu^^ zt 
that dme procpnfut of ♦' 

AFtERWA|iDs he c^c to Romt^ wb?;re, aftit he had 
pTeaded fo^foii^e time with little fuccc 6 at th 6 bar,'^ he was, 
by the intereft of Ms uncle Septimius Siverus^^ adnvttted by ^ 
the emperor M. Auntius into tne fenate^ ^d* appointed 
verndr of the ifland oT Sardinia ; whetice he fcht to * 
comfna^ld the troops vn Africa^ in qualit^' hf lieutehaht to 
the proconfiil. Upon his return from Afiua^ Yit was created 
jtraetor ; and, after his pr<Etor{hip, preferred to the cbmmapS 
of the fourth legion, then quartered in Syria. On hfe journey 
into that province^ he vi/ited the city of Alhensy tkii reeeivo| 
foihe affront there, fof which he deprived ihc inhabitants^ 
wheti emperor, of many privileges granted them by his pre- 
dcceflbrs,. Next, he Was railed to the government of Gallia 
^ Lugdumnjit^ or the country of Lyons ^ where, by his affability, 
and obliging behaviour^ he gained the affc« 5 lions of all. From 
Gaul he was removed to Pannoniaj which province he go- 
verned with proconsular authority, zf he did* afterwards that 
of Sicily. Upon bis return to Romey he was accufed of 
having cbnfulted the aftrologers about hiaattaining the empire ; 
but, as Commodus began then to be univerSdly hated, be was 
acquitted, and his accufer crucified. He was raifetTfoon after 
to the confulfliip, and then appointed conimander of all the 
troops employed in lUyricum to defcjid the banks of the Da- 
nube 


f Gee. "vit p. 90. Dio, I. Ixxvi. p. 866* ♦ VitI Sev* 

,p. 64, 65. Dio, 1 . Ixxfv. p. 840. flaaoD. l.ii. p. 503. 
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(U) He married to hb brft 
wife one Mar An ; and, upon her 
death, JmlUtf a native of Bmefia 
in Sy^ta^ fer no other reafon but 
becaafe ,tbe aftrologers had told 
her, ..that ftic was to marry a 
foiwr’OSSt* ^he b (tiled, 411 feve- 
ral infcnpcionf, "Julia Domna 
ihe mother of the *ar^ 
miesy.i^ tiefenatey of her 

^.(7)' ®y ,her Hensent^ had 
fOBSsmxady known by 
the .lHUne iA Cpraealliy bom tl|c 

(7j Sp>itt, p, S70. ^dehn 4 oup. dii. 
^/0, 4 ixxvi. p, 869*'.. ^ 


fourth of April 188. Qeta; bom 
in Mi/anf the tiventy-feventh of 
May 189. and twp daughters, 
who were xrarried •after their 
fiuher'fi acceHion to the empire. 
JttSa difhonouted with ber lewd* 
nefs her h4(bai^ and family, and 
hajd the modification to hear her* 
felf publicly reproadied by tk 
Caledenlau lady with ^the. nme 
vices, which (he pretrnlSod to 
condemn in her (8,). She Was 
likowife accufed oPOonlpir^ 

(8> Aot, vk,p, yr* • 

againft 
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To ' refume now the thread of our hiftor^» Md return to 
Didiut •• while he was ftriving to gain the affedions 

of the S^n people by the mildnefs of. his government, 
news were broughf him, that PefctuniusMger had revolted in P^cenniaa 
Syria, and was acknowleg|d emperoi by all the Eaflem na- Niger *- 
ttons and dhe troops under his command. Soon after herMr«d«s- 
reccived the like tidiiws from IJfyrifum, where Stverus hadAf«^»» 
been laluted by die ariny, which he commanded there, with 
tSe of ^Augufiuu "^The armies in Gad li^ife fwore 
allegiance to him, as foon as they heard, that be h^ taken 
upon him the title of emperor. Their eximple was Mowed ^ 
by all the armies, province^ and cities in Europe^ oxcrot 
the city of Byzanthm } fo*that Stverus, having fecured the 
provinces behind hike, ‘and left fome troops to guafd the banks of Chrift 
of the Danube^ begin bis march to Rome* As he was well 

E ifed, that AlbinuSy governor of Britain, WM in a con- Of Rome 
n to thwart his dellgns, he wrote an obliging letter to 941. 
him } wherein- he de..larcd his intention of adopting him, 
and gave him the title of Cafar, which Albinus afliimed at 
the head of his army, with all the cnfigns of bis new dignity, 
bellowing on that occafion great encomiums on Severut. As 
ftr Nigetf Stverus did not fo much a« attempt to gain, or • 
rather deceive him, well knowing, thai he would not hearken 
to any propofals w’hatfocver ^ 

JuLiAKUS, in the mean time, repainttg to the fenate, 
caufed Stverus to be dcclartd an enemy to his country, and 
likewife his foldiers, if they did not abandon him within a « 

limited time. Deputies were even fent by the fenate to per- jP"" 
fuaJe the foldicr* to quit the party of Stverus, and join 7 *- 
iiauus. Among thefe was f'efptonius Canddus, a confular 
of great authority, Valerius Catdinus, who was named to 
|jikc upoA him ihe command of the troops which Sever us bad 

• 

• Dio, 1. Ixxiii. jp. 837. Herod. 1 . ii. p. 513. 


aglinft her hulbind, and charged 
wuh fcveral oihcr crimes by 
Plautianus, who did dll that lay 
ID hjs power to diferedit her with 
the emperor i infomuch that, to 
li'tricarf h«r reputation, (he be- 
too’i hferfclf to the Jludy of phi- 
lolophy,^a«4 h#pt coniimwUy 
about her a great number of io- 
philUa philoiophcrs, mathemad. 
Ciaas, geographers, and perfons 


eminent in the various branches 
of iealming ; ^hich has fcndcred 
hnr name famous in hiftory (9). 
Julies had a fifter named 
who was married to nne Jn^» 
who bad by her two daa|htcrs, 
Soami and Mamoes, the ftormcf 
the mothec of the empetdr He- 
hogaheUsu, and the latter df Ahts^ 
mder, who /uooeeded him. 


(9) vlt* h 3 * ^ t* ^* 7 * 
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with hffn, an 4 ,oi}e Jquiikts^ a cftitorion^ the chic^f miniftcr 
of the craeirie6<of Comm^s^ with orders to difpatch 
as icon as hrs troops lukl deferred hinu Bet the deputies, 
inifead of cxhoi^ng the troops to abindOh SiHierus^ joined 
him thcmfelves, and*encottrtged the foldiers to purfoe their' 
march, and revenge*thc death of Pertma^, vf^eredpon 
lianns^r having firft paid the praetorian guards the largefs he 
had promifed diem, ordered them to iheir arms, and at the 
fame time fent.for the marines, who were on bwrdiihe fleet 
at Mifenum^ and, with the prastorian guafds, made up a 
conflderable army. Butj as they had been Tong inured to 
idlenefs, they fcarce knew how to make ufe of their arms, 
and fliewed great backwardneis to make head againft the 
In his enemy, who were advancing with lopg<» marches, bring re- 
march fs ceived cvery-where with loud acclamations, and fi^jrfied with 
Rome he plenty of provifions, upon their giving out, that they were 
is every- 'going to revenge the ijeath of Perthtax, a prince univerfally 
nvhere re- beloved. ^uVianus^ finding he could not depend upon his 
troops, caufed the palace to be fortified, as if he could have 
•with hud himfclf there after lofing all the rift. At the 

Vions^^ fame time, he ordered and Le-r/rr, the chief authora 

of the death of Commodus^ to be murdered, not doubting 
but they favoured SA)erus \ difpatched a great number 
afTiftins, to try if he could by any means inurden Severm^ 
with promifes of immenfe rewards, if they fucceeded in the 
attempt ; and caufed an incredible number of children to he 
inhumanly butchered, in order to make ufe of their blo^ 
in the ab^inaSle myftertcs of magic 
Makes While JuHdnus was thus lofing his time in ufelefs pre*- 
bimfelf parations, Severus^ arriving at Ravenna y made himfclf mafter 
majler of of that city, and the fleet riding there ; which fo terrified 
Ravenna. ^uUanuSy that, diftrufting his troops, he ordered thefeitate 
to afiemble on the twenty* ninth of May^ when One of his 
mintfteFS defired them in'^his nam« to fend out the Vefidh to 
meet the enemy, and rntrea: them to retire ; which pi^pofiil 
' being reje^ed as no lef$ ridiculous than indFedual, yumnuty 
' as ' fome authors write, was fo provoked, that he afTcaibled 


his troops, with a dehgn to^put all the fenators to the fwordi, 
Tulianns ^ comply with his requeft. But he fooO changed 

caufis%e- his mmd, mnd went to the fenate in perfon, with a propol|l 
verus to of a quke different nature, which was, that th^ wouW pals 
he dteh- a decree^ declaring Sev^us his partner in the empire. The 
rid his ^ decree pafled without ojqiofition, and was immediately fent 
partner in to Beverusy who not only rejefied the offered aflbeiation, but, 
the em- at thc inftigation of Julius Latusy oidtxci TuUiu$ OrUpinus^ 
$ire. • ^ ^ t 


at thc inftigation of Julius Latusy ordered ITi&w 


^ Dio, p. 838. Vit* Jol. p» 62. 
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captain of the praetorian guards, whp had broug/it the decree, 
to be cut, in piecesi a* report being fprcad, that Crtfptms 
had private orders to difpatch him* Hereupon yultanus^ being 
quite at a lofs udiat to do, and the fcnatd declining to aiRit 
him with their advice, ordered the gladiators at Capua to take 
^^rms, under the commarid of LoUianui Titianus^ and wrote an 
obliging letter to Pampetanuh the fun-in-law of M, Wurelius^ 
who then led a retired hfc at Terraana^ offering to take him, 
as he was an excellent commander, for his partner in rhe 
empire. But Pampaqnus wifely declined the offer, pleading 
his old age^ and the weaknds of his light ; which, however, 
would have ferved him well, fays Dh CaJJius^ had he feen 
any effe^al means of relieving his diftrcfled country 

In the mtsan tinw the troops fent hyjuiianui into Umhria^ 
to guard the pafTes ^ the Apennlae mountains, declared toi 
Siverus \ and the pra*lorun guards themfelve®,* ab-iidonino 
the emperor whom they had*fct uplj agreed not to opj>iifv: 
Severus^ upon his promifing them impunity, provided tiiey 
delivered up to him thofc who had murdered Pntitmx^^. 

2 uliani4Sj feeing hlmfelf thus d. ferted by his troops, fhut 
mfclf up in the palace, with GefiialtSy one of the caotains 
of the guards, and Repsntinus his fon-iu-law, 'i'he guards 
in the mdSin time, having feiaed fuch (9f their comrades as had 
been any- way concerned in the death of Pertinaxy acquainted 
therewith Sillu^ Mf£hlay who had been fubflituted CMihor to 
PaUo or Bruiiuiy the ordinary ^confuU of thi» year lo^. 
M^Jula immediately affcinbled the fenate, when a decree 
|taffed, depi r. iug of Che empire, femcncing him to 

death, di^laring $tvirus emperor, and appointing divine ho- 
pours to P^}tinax\ Xhis decree was earned to bv 

fiune oi the chief men in the fenate, who in treated him, in 
the name of the lefi, to haflen Ins man.h to Rc//f. At thi 
fame time thq fenate fent a band of foKliers to the p^hre, 
with orders to put 'JuHanus to death ; whom they fonnd 
drowned in tears, and ready to rcfign the empire, t'p m con- 
ditio that tliey fpared his life. Some authors writ-*, that, 
at the fight of the armed band, he only f^id, I^hat Dime have 
I Lomnutud ? lift, have 1 taken «tw> * ? Others ,ce!l 
us, that he implored the faith of Cerjary giving .that title to 
^Siverus >. Be that as it wit*, his head was ffruck off by a 
^otqmon foldicr, and his body, according to Aurdm PuUry 
expofed to public view. Such was Ihe end of Didiut ^uHa- 
fmy after, he b»d lived fixty years, four months, and as' many 
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two^onths and fitc davt* Smeria^ upon 
his arnvat at KMm^ delivered hi^ b 'dy ids wifcitid daugh^ 
^ tet» by wbom it was buried in the tomb of his anoaftors on 
* the Via Lavtcoflh^ about fivt miKs from Rme 

Severus received the news "of his coinpetitoi‘*s death; 
when he was yet fooie days journey from Howevor» 

he purfued his march with his troops in battle arm» end eit« 
camped every night, as if he had been in an ehem'V'a country ^ 
Jn hun- which filled the city with terror and difiziay* TTte fenate do* 
dt ed ftna* puttd an hundred perfons of great dtftindion, out of their 
tots fent body, to congratulate him upon the death of hh tival, and 
to meet ^18 accefiiqn to the empire. Severui received theiA in hb 

Severus. armour* at the head of his troops, and caufed thwn to be 
fearched, as if he fufpedted their fidelity',, but afterwards en« 
tertained tliein in a very familiar and friendly minocr, pre« 
fented theqi with (even hundred pieces of gold, and gave 
them liberty either td depart immediately, or to ftay, and 
return to Rome with him. He appointed Flavitts yuve/iaiit 
captain of the guards, with Feturius Macrinus^ whom he had 
named before to that employment. At the fame time he 
difpatched an exprefi to Vlauthnus^ injoining him to feme 
the children of Pefcennius Niger^ and of all the ofiicers who 
ferved under him. He bad the good luck to intercept feveral 
letters and pdifls fent by Niger to the fenate and people of 
Rome^ which he would not fufier to be read to them When 
he approached Rome, he caufed all thofe to be executed, who 
had any hand in the death of Pettinaoe^ and fent orders to 
the other foldiers of tlie guardb to ni«||t him without their 
arms, and in the attire wliich they wore wjben they attended 
the emperor in the great folemnitics. His ordiers were obeyed, 
the guards imaginiqg, that they were to attend in that ^reft 
the emperor’s entry. When they arrived in the camp, Seve* 
rus fent them word to wait in a body, til) he was at leifiire 
to receive and harangue them ; and, in the mean tune, gave 
^private orders to his own troops to fyrround them at r di* 
llance, and fhut them up on all fides, while they were intent 
upon hearing his harangue. 

He then afeended (be tribunal ; and, betraying great anger 
and refentment in his countenance, reproached them in muft 
hitter terms fur murdering their prince, and fucb a prince as 
Pertinex \ for felling by au£lion, to the eternal ignominy of /he 
Rematummey the empire ; and even for abandoning, like To 
manycoviards and traitors, whom they had themfeivea 

chofen. He told them, tlut be could inflifl no punilhnient 

^ • Dio, p. 86^- Vit. Jul. p. 66 , » Vit. Sever, p. 66. 
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upon 8fifw^rable% the enormity of . thiefr crimes V tlwiliy 
npverthelifi^'fie*^Aht^ them their liir^ % but ^QmmeqM He 
them^ for^with to tb^it j^orfes, mA w!A , ^ir military ^^nds all 
badges, and tetilfe without delay an huhdred mll^from • . 

'lokrmnlyf^eeKmg) that whoever among them (honltl be found 
l^inj^at difta^e'^f tM citjs fhjuld {rremidibly be |hic 
i^ath^aiid:^|atbiiclyeix ^hcy were thupderanick with . 

this order % imt forced to domply with it, being furrounded oa 
ail fides by^ arm^ troops of S^erifif who obliged them to 
ouit tlwir iiorfes^ ahtf ftnpped them even of, their tunics. Thus 
ftfipped andidegnided, they retired with that ihame and con* 
fufion, b;bfch were jufily owing to the heinoufucls of their 
crimes.^ <W). » • r/ ^ 

SEVBMVf^ttt^edVismey atjcnded by all his troops under 
arms, and iblch the ftandards of the pi^etorian guards reverfed.'i>/sRomv. 
He came to the gate bn horfeback, andsin his military habit ; 
but there took his g>wn, and made his entry on ‘foot, accom- 
panied by the fenptora in their robes, with crowns of laurel 
on their heads ; ' which the people likewife wore, who, on this 
occafioQ, were all cUd in white. Xhc fireets through which 
he pziTcd were ftrewed with Uowtifs, the houfe^ adorned, and 
covered with rich tapeftry, and the whoT^ city perfumed with 
fwttet odours. ^SrverttSy having vifited the capitol, and the 
ufuai temples; retired to the palace; but the foldiers, taking 
up thett quarters in the temples, porticoes, and other public 
buildings, fpread thcmftlves all over the city, and committed 
every-whcrc great diforders, threatening to plunder the citi- 
zens houfes, if they wdte not plentifully fuppUed with provi- 
llons, for which they wot^ld allow nothings This alarmed the 
pco|;de,^nd inspired them with a great avcrfion from the new 
emperor «; The neat morning Severas went to the fenate, 

^ attended by^l his troops under arfi\^ ; but he had fcarce begun fildi- 
to rpealc, when he was interrupted on a fudden by dieadful 
cries of the foldiers without, demanding an immenfe Aim of 
the fenate, which had been formerly given to the troops that 

** HeaopiAit. p. 510. Dio, p. 839. « Herodian. 

p. 839. 


(W) Z>M Cfl^iis tells us, that by any means, leave him, killed 
one dr t.|{eir horfes followed his him, and, running himfelf 
old maHtr, throwing down, and with the iame^fword, iell 
treading^ under-fooc« all thofe by him. TRe fame h^naq. 
who endeavoured to flop him ; adds, that the fafthful horfe be- 
infomuch that the unhappy foK traytd akind of joy in dying by 
dies, hading his horfe would nor, his mafter's band (9)^ 


liad 


6 


(9) Dic, p '39. 
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had attended Augujlus to and waa confe^u^tly, ISud 

thev, due to them. The fenate^ altogediahjna^Mfed of th^ 
raufe of that uproar, was, as we may well ims^ine, ftruck 
with horror and difenay. The emperor himfelf betrayed fome 
fear ; however, Parting /up, he went oat to th^ ; but 
could not appeafis the mutinous multitude, without 
them part of what, they demanded* that js, two hund<<itd and 
iifty drachmas a man, indead of two thoufand five Hundred, 
‘/i# impe- returning to the fenate, he excufed himfelf for having 

TO! s fpeecb title of mpcror without their tonfent, pretending, 

iot jeje- that ho had done it purely to revenge the death of Pirtinax^ 
and deliver them from the tyranny 'of '^ulianus, ' He pro- 
mifed to govern with gVeat moderation, and tread in the foot- 
fleps of Aurelius and Pertinax^ addibg a folemn oath, by 
which he bound himfelf to the obfervance of all the laws $ and * 
particularly fwore, tUit no fenator fbould, for any crime what- 
ever, be^put to death in his reign, who had not been iirft 
tried and condemned by the fenate \ nay, he obliged the fenate , 
to pafs a decree, declaring fuch emperors as adied otherwife, 
tliofe who obeyed them therein, and their children, public 
enemies. This gave great utistadhon to the generality of the 
fenators ; but men pf difeernment, and fuch as^were better 
acquainted with his dark and referved temper, with bis falf* 
ho^ and diffimulation, gave no credit to bis fair^romifes ; 
but, on the contrary, looked upon him as a fecond. 
rius 

However, they unanimouily confefred upon him all the 
titles peculiar to the imperial dignity, vefted him with the 
tribunitial and proconfular powers^ created him high pontif, 
^le title of ^ ever us acquainted the fenate with bis having bellowed 

Csfar con- Albinus thp title of Cafar^ begged they would confirm it 
caufed feveraJ medals to be firuck with his name, toy. ^ 
Albinus. eredled to him, illc. He diftributed large firms 

among the foldiery and people, which are taken notice of on 
feveral medak of this year<^ ; but what chiefly gained him the 
hearts of the people, was, his confecratihg, and inrolling with 
extraordinary pomp and folcmni|y, the emperor Periinax in 
the number ot the gods. This apoth&ofis, perhaps the moll 
magnificent that had ever been feen in Rom^ is deferibed at 
^he large by Before hejeft to march againll 

friends of Niger ^ he caufed the fenate to proferibe «ll the friends ^nd 
julianus adherents of Julignus i executed without mercy fucli of them 
tvoferihed, yrere difeoverca and feized j and even attempted,. out of 

^ ^ Vit. Sever, p. 66. Herop. p. 512. {>i0| 1 . toiv. p. 640. 

fiiRAC. p. z 6 S. ^ Dio, p. 840. 
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hatred to that ^Ince, toaboliih the decrees of the celebrated 
eiviltan Sifmict yiipanui, liis great-grandfather. 

In the hejc^ i^ace^ie chofe new guards in the room of thofe p^ar- 
whom he bad ca(hlered« and four times as matins which filled torian 
' R6fne wifH fbUiers, and proved very chargeable to the ftate ; guards 
^fof thcti^' pay iriiiCh exceeded that of the other troops. Be- ciro/fn. 
lides, the ri^tiVes only of certain countries^ to wit, of Spaln\ 

Macedon^ Norktmj and, abovd all, of //a/y, had been hi- 
therto admittefd roJerVe in the guards ; but Severus^ without 
regard to their countries, chofc the moft refolute and 
brave men in his army ; and appointed, that, for the future, 
they^ fh^uld be always taken from among the other troops 5 by 
which means the guards, who late had ferved only for * 
ftew, became the fldwef of the R$man forces ; and the hopes 
of a lefs toilfome, arid more honourable and advantageous, war 
fare encouraged the reft to difeharge tlfleir duty with more 
pun£faallty and cxa^hiefs ; but, oii the other hand, the 
liart youth (for the guafds had hitherto been moflly natives of 
Itafy ), having no longer that refburce, ^turned cither robbers 
' or gladiators : hence this regulation was no-way pleafmg, either 
to the Romans^ or to the other inhabitants of Italy g. ^ 

The emperor, having thus fettled affasrs in Rom^ and fup- Severus 
plied the ciiv with great plenty of corn, fe^out in the begin-/^/j out 
ning of on his march into the Eaft ag^inft Niger ^ whom againji 
he had’nevcr once named during his flay at Rome, His troops Niger, 
mutinied (he firft day at a place called Saxa Rubra ^ about nine 
miles from Rme \ but the mutTny was foon quelled. He 
purfued hi$ march with all poffible expedition, having di- 
Ijiatched an exprcTs to the commander of the troops in llly^ 
rUum^ Injoining him to haften into Thracty and wait for him 
there. He Heradtus to attempt the recovery of S/- 

thynia^ which province had declared for Niger ; and wrote to 
Albinus in Britairiy to hold himfelf ready to march upon the 
firft notice *». 

In the mean time Niger ^ hearing that Severus had been ac- Niger 
knowleged emperor by the fenate and people of Romey and Z"'*" 
was already advancing J)y long marches againft him, wrote to 
(he governors of the provinces, injoining them to guard the 
narrow paftes, efpcciaiJy that of mount eaurus between Cap- 
padocia and Cilicia ; raifed new forces in Antioeby and all the 
other dties of Syria \ and fent deputies to demand fuccours^of 
the neighbouring priiKes. He went in pedbn to view the 
fortifications of iByzaniium, in which city he left a numerous * 
garifon, looking upon it as a place of the utmoft importance. 

8 Herod, p 512- Dio, I. Ixxiv. p, 840. & in cycc^pt. Vac. 
p. 7J3. *^1- Vit, Sever, p 67. 

From* 
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From Byzantium he advanced to Perihtbmf cabled afterwards 
HyracUm^ where^ in a between his men and thofe of 

Severus^ wbofc party the city of Ptrinthm had embraced^ a 
cuniiJerable nuliibtr of the latter were Andy andy amon^ 
He h de^ themy fcvcral ^rfons of great diftindion. Hereupon xbe/e- ^ 
thieda ^ite, to gain the favour of Siverui^ declared A7grr fi^puUie' 
pMte eng* enemy y and 1 ike wife then proconful QUJfiay a 

«!7* perfon of extraordinary talents, long escperience, and generally 
efleemed the^reateft ftatefoian of his agf^i (X}« 

1'he following year Severus and Jlbims were both confula 
the fecond tunc, and Ntger in all likelihood took upon him 
the fame dignity ; /or, on fon^ medals, ho Is ftiled oonfil K 
We know nothing of what pafied in^ the war between Nigir 
and Severus^ till the arrival of the latter before the city of 
^yzantiumy which hp befieged this year ; but, meeting with 
a vigorous refijlance from the numerous garifony he Ipft fbme 
of his troops before the place, and ordered the reft tocrofs the 
fea, and march towards Cyzicus^ in the neighbourhood of 
which city they were met by Mnulianuiy at the^ad of a 
numerous army. Hereupon a battle enfuedy in which much 
njs, Ni- blo«d was ihed on both iides ; but Mmtlianus was in the end 
defeated, and obliged to fhelter bimfelf firft in Cyzicusy and 
ta/, de~ afterwards in another city not named ui hiftory, where he was 
and taken, and put to deadr, by the generals of Stverus\ for the 
emperor himfclf was not, it Teems, prefent at the battle of 
Year of Cyzicus ^ 

the flood jQjig after, another battle was fought between Nicaa 

2542 and CiuSy two cities of Bithynia^ which proved far more 
Of Chrift bloody than the former, }^tg€r commanding his own troop# 

' 94 in perfon, and Candulus^ an officer of great experience, thole 
Of Rome Severus* Both armies fought with a fury hsirdly to be 
^ 942 - exprefled, as appears from Dio CaJJiush account of the ei^age- 
ment j but Niger ^ in fpite of his utmoil efforts, was at Taft 
LiwfeJ/o- ^>bliged to fave liunfelf ^ flight beyond the Itrciglusof mount 
Taurus } which he cau(cd to he fortified and well guarded 

iOiOllH, * ' ^ ^ 

* Herod. 1 . ii. p* 51^^ 515. Nig. vl:. p. 76. Dzq in ex- 
a cerpt. Val. p. 734 ** Birac p. 264. Hbro* 

DiAN. p. 516. jDxo, p. 842. Vit. Scv. p, 67. ' ^ Bio, 

p 842. 

(X) Spariian writes, that Hi- offered to take Severus for his 
* improving tbs advantage he partner j'n the empire; which 
bad gained at Pennthus^ made propofal he rejet^ed with con* 
himfclf mailer of all Grrrrr, Na- tempt and derifion (i). 

^ cedon, and2i^/*tfr#, andthcreuperj 

a 

(l) Vit, Ni£r p, 67. 
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Aftef this viflory, Smerin^'wi^te to Nigtr^ ofFcrm;; to let him 
iive in Tafety, provided he laid down his armsy and difbandrd 
his troops $ which l^gir feemed inclined tq do ; but wa^ di- 
verted from k by Aunlianut^ whofe daughters were betrothed 
to his font. therefore retired to Antioch, in order to raife 
there troops and money. In the mean time the cities ot Lau- 
^ di^a and declaring for Severus^ Ntger detached agaiafl 
them a body of Mom^ who pillaged the rebellious cities, put 
moft of the innabitants to the fword, and fet fire to their 
houfes, which were in great part confumed, but afterwards 
rcftored by Sfverus: In the mean time Sfv^ruf*s arm} , ad- 
vancing to the foot of mount Taurus^ was ftopped there, and 
quite diflieartenedy at the fight of the llrong works, and the 
great number of troops that defended them ; infomuch that, 
defpairing of being ablq^ to open them felines a pafiage, they 
bad fome thoughts of returning ; but an incredible quantity 
of rain, mixed with fnow, falling in thointght-time, the tor- 
tilications were utterly Jcmolifhed the next day by an inripe- 
^ous torrent from the mountain ; which fo terrified A/^r » 's 
men, now pcrfuadcd that the gods favoured the enemy, that 
they betoGik themfclves to flight, and kit Srv£ruA*& troops to 
enter Ctlktay without offering to make head againff: them, 

Niger had already railed a new arm) , coryifling chiefly of the 
Antmhtan youth, who were very zealous and fangume in li s 
caufe, but utter ftrsngerii to military ddnpime. However, 

Niger placed them fo advantagfouflv, that, wh^n they were 
attacked by the regular and wtll-dilciplincd troops of Sevtrus^ 
under the command of f aUttunus* dnd AhuLnus, they not 
only repulfcd them, but would have gamed a complete vuSl n, 
haa it not been fnatched out of then hands by a dieadful floim 
of thunder and lightning ; which, dacharging itfelf in thc'ir* 
faces, prevented then from purfumg the advantage they had 

f ained, and diflieartened them to fuch a degree, that, no longer 
oubcing but cbe gods were averfe from their caufe, they began 
to deipair of fuccefs, and retire. 

Hereupon ^evfrttj’s troops, refuming their courage, rc- j 
newed the charge, and in the end gamed a « complete vl^5^ory. 

This battle, by far the moft bloody of the three, was fought Ni- 
on the very fpot wherd Alexander the Great firft vanqurftied ger ts ut 
Darius ; that is, near the city of IJfuSy at a place called Pyla fitly deh 
Ciliaa^ or the Gates ef Cilicia, it being a narrow plain on fitted, 
the confines of Syna and Cihaaj inclofed on one fide by the 
fea, and on the other by fteep mountains, on which Niger^s 
forces were poftedf Niger is fatd to have loft in this battle 
twenty thoufand men. Of the dead on the fide of Sfverusj 
no mention is madq ;n hiftory. Niger^ after this overthrow, 
retired to Antioch ; but, not thinking bimfilf fafe there, con- 
" , tinvicd 
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tinued his flight towards, dite with 9 defigHt as was 

fuppoiQed^ of taking fhoi^ among the Partluffm : but tl^fe 
who {^urfued him, overling him at a. ftnall difltEhtb; from 
Niger is Antmh^ cut off bis head^ and carried it on th^ poim ^ a ^pear 
flain. ' if} ^ev£rus^ who caufed it to he firfl; flicwn to the inih^iunts 
of and then fentit to jRtfJW (Y). * 

Severus was not prefent at any of thefe battki^ but, 
where- ever he was (for, as to that particular^i we are left by 
hiftorians quite in the dark), he foon made all thofe who had 
Tided with his competitor, feef thje effects of bis refentmeot. 


Severus He put fuch «of the fenators to death, as bad »ferved under 
punijhes Niger in quality of generals or tribunes. He fpared ,the^ lives 
without of the other fenators ; but baoiflied them to the illands, and 
mercy fuch feized their efbtes. . Hef pu&d an infinite nugiber of other 
as hud perfons of an inferior rank to be publi^y .executed, -without 
fided wiih confidering whether they had engaged in the war by choice or 
Niger. coiiftraint. Many vrho had ncRcr feen Nigery were involved 
in this general inaiTacre of his friends and partifam ^ 


» Herod, l.iii. p. 519* 520. Dio, 1 . Ixxiv. p. 843.# ® Dio^ 

Mxxv. p. 851. & in excerpt. Val. p. 734. 


(Y) Thus Dio CaJpuSf and 
Herodian ; but Spartian tdls os, 
that Niger t bemg dangerouHy 
wounded, was taken prifoner, and 
in that condition brought to Se- 
•uerust in whofe prcfcnce he ex- 
pired (2). 

. (Z) Herodian writes, that 5 /- 
^erus perfuaded Niger's generals, 
by means of their children, whom 
he had with him, to betray die 
caaic which they had embraced ; 
and, after gaining the victory by 
thdr treachery, murdered both 
them , and their children (3}. 
He flrft hanilhed the wife iad 
children of Niger^ and afterwards 
caufed them, and all thofe of hta 
family, to be murdered, and 
their eftates to* be. <;onli^ed. 
Spartian names fix illufiriousper- 
s of xhm .Pefcecntiast jfiuaUy, 


who were put to death by his or- 
ders (4). ‘ However, he woeld 
not fuffer a pompou^ infcriptiou 
on the bafis of a ftatue of Niger 
at Rome to be erafed, faying, Let 
the nuonld knew what an enemy 
1 have conquered ( 5 ). The houfe 
of Niger was flill flanding in 
bioclejtan's time, as Sportiaa 
informs us ; and, in one of the 
rooms, his flatuc done to the life 
in the black snarls of 
with an epigram on the bafis to 
this purj^: Htres foods the 
great Niger, the t^ernf ?gypt, 
the sUly ^ Thebes, viho h§dpro^ 
ptfed a golden age to oik I^ngs, 
natsom, Rmae it fe^^, loved him. 
He was dear to both the Antoni- 
nus’s, and to the whoio esnpirt. * 
As bis nanu was Niger (that is, 
hksckj, we have cs^eda fiatun 



(a) Nig. vit. p, 76. (3) Neni* U hi. p. saz. ( 4 ) Stv, 

(5j Ng' w>. p. 79* * *" * 
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puroflied with exemi^ti^ ftVerity (ubti citi« as fascT 
wftb Niger^ cfyechl\y deprived of the prf- 

vfleges and title of af city, fuW^^mg vt as a mere village fo 
laodicta,} which heightened tnejcaioufy between thefe two 
neighbouring cities. Hovtrever, the following year, at the in- 
treaties of his eldcft Ion, then aA infant, he reinftated the city 
of Antiochln its former rights and privileges P. He obliged 
fuch cities, is diad J!v!fg*^witn money, though not by 

choiCci- hut conftraint, to^pay four times as much to hfm ; 
which* drevfif upon him the public hatred : but, as he loved 
Aiohcy; he ^as glad of any oretence to rai(p it"*! 

The next confuls were Scldpula TgriuUus and Timim Cle- 
ment \ during whofe.adminiftration, ^everm^ pafling the /Zp 
phrates^ reduced th<^ irthabifents of Ofrhoene and Adiahene ; ^va/ 7 ipon 
who, taking advantag^of the late dillurbances, had murdered Adia- 
the ^oman ibldiers left among them, and (haken off the yoke", bcniari:. 
He likcwife entered Arabia ^ for the /ftabians alfo had cither Anbiani, 
revolted, or joined Niger^ but were in the end obliged to Tub- 
lAit to Severtis^ (A). He likewife made war upon the 
thians \ hut did not bring them under fubjedlion, TLsSpartian 
pretends^. For thefe wars the fenate decreed him the titles ^ ^ 

<of ArahtcuSy Parthicus^ and Adlahenicm^ which, with that 
of imperaiw the fifth time, are given* “him in the inf riptions 
of tbs year 195. the third of his reign «. He refufed the tn- of Rome 
umph which w^as alfo decreed hkn, that he might not 
feem to have triumphed for victories gained in a civil war, 

The title of Parthiem he likewife reje^ed, left his afliiming 
it fliobld provoke the Patthiaks*^. The Scythians defigned 

^ p Hcrodian. Hb. iii. p. 523^ Diog. p. 1921. Vit. Caracal. 

" p* 85. ^ Dio io excerpt. Val. p. 737. •*" Dio, 

Itb. Ixxv. p, 848, • idem, p. 948. ' Spakt. m 

vit. Sever, p.67. » Idem ibid. Goltz. p. 84. • • Vic. 

Sever, ibid. ^ 

ee b^ erf&ed to him in black mar- Roman province. But Arabia 
bk^ that it might hnfiuer his Pitnra bad long before been 
name. This (Utae was, as Spar- made a province by Trajan ; and, 
tian infoems us, a prefeac from as for Arabia felixy we do not 
the king of Thibet to Statiut ‘ find it mentioDed among the pro- 
Pofihumius, vinees of the empire, cither in 

« (AJ Herodhan writes, that he Sernerm^ time, or afterwards^ 
over- ran all Arabia Ftlix (6) ; Enfebins tells us, that Severut 
Eutr^tu and PiAor extol fitUned the Adiahenians and 
kis exploits in that country, fpeak- ArfAiani^ who had ailifted Idiger 
Ing of themt AS if he had beeU the (7). 
fifA who reduced Arabia to a 

(6) Heredtidt iii* p> “jaS* f**) Eu[tb, ^brw, ai atn. 199. 
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to make war upon him, and^had already begun 4 iieir««itfclr; 
but wqrc ftopp^, and deterred from putting their defigns^in 
execution, by a dreadful iiorn^ in which ttee of their chiefs 
wereilrack dead with lightning^. 

The city 0/ the beginning of the following year, When fit* Dem* 
Byzanti- tius Dexter^ governor of l^me^ was conful ths fecond time, 
am taken, with L. Valerius Mejfala Thrajea Prifaa^ the dcjr of Byzjcuf 
tium furrendted, after a three years fitge (B). ThU city Niger 
feized at the firft' breaking out of the war, placed a nu nitrous 
garifon in it, and fuppiied the inhabitants with great* ftore of 
warlike machines, moft of them invented and buih by Prrf* 
fm a nacm of l^cma, and th# greacefl: engineer of his age, 
Sewrus laidl liege to this place When hc^iirft arrived m Tbraci^ 
left a confiderable bqdy of troops to carry it on, and, after 
the defeat and death of Niger^ purfued % with the greateft 
part of his army by land, and by fea with all the (hips he could 
aflfemble from the difEerent ports of AJia. The Byzantines 
defended themfelves, before the death of Niger^ and even 
aftes his head had been (hewn to them, with fuch res 
folutien and intrepidity, as can hardly be exprefled. They 
baffled all the attempts of the aflailants, killed great numben 
of them, crulhed fuch as approached the walls with huge^ 
ftones, and, when Bones began to fail them, with the ftatues 
of their go^ and heroes ; but in the end they were obliged 
by famine, after having been reduced to the fatal neceffity of 
devouring one another, to fubmit, and open their gates to 
the conqueror, who put all the magiftrates and foldiers to Che 
mni de- fword \ but feared the engineer Perifeus. The city, with 

Jfr^id, fiately theatres, baths, and public buildings, was laid in 
alhes ; the inhabitants were dripped of all thrir eiFe^, and 
publiclji fold for (laves, and the walls leveled with the ground ; 
thofe walls, fays Die Cajfmsy which were the (trongeft ram* 
part of the Reman empire againft the incuriions of the barba- 
rians 3 ^ (C). After the furrender of Byzantium^ Severus fent 

• hia 

^ Dio, 1 . Ixaciv. p. 849. ' ^ Idem ibii, p. $47. Herob. 

1. iii. p. $23. 

(B) It was at this time by far towers, feven of which were 
the greateft, and the moft popa- built with fuch arc, chat the lead 
laos and wealthy city of Thrace, noifis heard 10 one of them , was 
fortii&d with walls of an extraor- immtdiately conveyed to all the 
dinary he^ht and brsodch, and reft (8) 
defended by a great number of (C) The chronicle of Alexau^ 

( 3 ) Dio, /. Ixxiv. />. 347. 

dria. 
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his army, divided intp three bodies, under the command of 
Latus^ Amlinus^ and Prebus^ to reduce part of Mefopotamia \ 
which tbev did accordingly : and the country they conquered, 
perhaps Acabene^ or Aretacene^ was by Severus made a new 
• province, whereof Nifitis was declared the capital. I'he go- 
vcrnincnt, of this new province was, like that oi Egypt y given 
only to Roman knightb 

After thefe fuccefTcs, Sn^erus began to think of deftroy- Severus 
ing Albinusy whom Iks Jud lulled afleep with the title of Ctefary to 

while he was employed againft Julianus and Niger, Albinus 
being as much beloved by the fenate, as Severus was hated on ac- “^^binus. 
count of his cruelty, and manyperfons of great diffiniStion having 
even folicited him to come to Romgy and there alFume the title 
of emperor, Severus though 4 lie could pot ufe too much di- 
fp;tch in crufhing However, not judging it advifeabJe 

to declare himfclt an open enemy to one who had not given 
him the leaif provocation, he had recourre to treachery, and 
wrote a pompous letter to the fenate in his commendation, and 
another to AlLinui himfclf, filled with the moft tender expref- 
hons of frjendfmp, calling him his dcarefl and intirely beloved 
friend, his brother, his partner in the fovercign power ; but Sends af- 
thofe who brought him this letter, had fecret orders to draw to 
him afide, under colour of communicating to him in private 
fome afrairs of the utinofl importance, and difpatch him with btm, 
thcT daggers. They were likcwife provided with poifon, in 
cafe they could prevail upon any of his domedics to adminiiler 
it to him. Alter Albinus had read the letter, the af^flins, 
purfuant to their diredions, told him, they had fomething to 
communicate to him by word of mjuth, which required the 
utinofl fecrecy. Hereupon Aihviia dehred them to attend him 
into a gallery ; but, obfcrving that they took more than ordi- 
nary care to prevent others from entering With them, he be- 
gan to fufped fome treachery, and caufed them to be feized, 
and put to the queftion, when the vi.ilcuce of the torments 
extorted from them a full conf'cilion of the errand on which 
they were come. 

Hereupon Albinus betook himfclf to open force ^and, Albinus 
having aflembled a m ghty army, caufed h mfclf to biP*^ro- 
claimed emperor in Ehtainy and thence palled over into Gaulyf^'f 

* Dio, 1 . Ixxiv. p. S47 — 850. 

• m 

J'ia, and the modern Greeb wri- from hii fon Caracalla, who 

tens, teil us, him- afTumed the* name of Antoninus 

felf rebuilt in great part the city (9). 
q( Byzantium, calling it Antoni- 

(u) Chnn, jStex. p. 620 . Suid p. 724, 
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prdclaimed wlicre he wr s joined by many perfons of great diftin£lion, both 
emperor. Gauls and Spaniards. Severusy upon the firft news of bis 
revolt, leaving the Eaft, haflcricd through Thrace and ///yr/- 
cum into Gaul. Some writers tell us, that, before he kt out 
on 'his march, he caufed a young virgin to be Ihcrificed, hoping 
to learn irom her entrails what fuecefs would attend him in 
this war a. At Vtffiinacium^ a famous city in UpfefMcsfiajya 
the Danube^ he gave the title of Ceefar to BaJJianus his ekleft 
fon, and on that occafion dillributcd large Turns among the 
foldiers. At the fame time he obliged his Ton to quit the 
name of Bajftanus.^ and (file himfclf thenceforth M, Aurelius 
Antoninus.^ tor whom Severus ever had a great efteem and ve- 
neration b. Before Severus rc;^ched GW, Tcveral fklrmifhes 
happened between the troops thbt had declared for him there, 
and thofe of AihinuSy in one of which, *caJled by Herodian a 
battle, the generals of Sesferus were utterly defeated, and 
their troops difperfedic. 7 'his greatly alarmed him, and ob- 
liged him to quicken his march, after he had detached part 
of his troops to guard the narrow pafl’es of the AlpSy and pre- 
is declared vent his competitor from entering Italy. In the mean time 
a public the fenate declared Alhinus a public enemy ; after which de- 
^ enemy. claration, one NumeriannSy who kept a grammar-Tchool at 
Romcy haflening int« Gauly pafl'cd himfelf there |ipon the in- 
habitants for a fenator Tent by Severus to raife troops ; and, 
having by this means got together a confiderable body, he 
attacked and defeated a detachment of Alhinus' % horfc, and 
gained Tome other Tmall advantages J which Severus no Tooncr 
knew, than he wrote to him as a Tenator, believing him to Iw 
one, commended his zeal, and commiflioned him to IcAy what 
forces he could. Having, therefore, raiTed a fmall army, he 
continually harafled Alhinus'^ men, took many priToneri, and 
• intercepted a great Turn of money, which he fent to Severus, 
Wlien Albinus was defeated, Numerianus went to wait upon 
Severusy and told him who he was ; bur, deTpifing the great 
riches and honours which the emperor offered him, he accepted 
only a fmall penfion, and, retiring into the country, Tpent the 
rcffjfrhis life in quiet and folitude 

Severus WWhe beginning of the following year, when Lateranus 
marches and Rufinus were confuls, Stverusy having palled the Alps in 
againji the midft of winter, approached Lyonsy where Alhinus then 

him. refided, with a defign to enter Italy early in the fpring. He 

was not a little alarmed at the fuciden and unexpected' arrival 
of Severus ; howcifcr, having with incredible expedition drawn 

® SuiD. p. 257. Vit. vSever. p. 68. * He- 
rod; Jib. iii. p- 524. Sev vit. p. 68. ** Dio, lib. Ixxv. 

p. 851. • ^ 
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together his troops Quartered in that neighbourhooi, be <feil 
upon Lupus y one of hsverus's gcneiah, and defeated him with 
great flaughter *, HdTreupon Severus advan^ in perfon againft ^ 

fiis rival j and, Albinus not declining the challenge, botn ar* 
miw, to the nuenber of one hundred and fifty thoufand men, 
were drawn up» on the nineteenth of February^ in the neigh- 
bourhood of Lyonsy probably in the fpacious plain between 
that city and Trevoux. • As the fats of the two commanders 
depended upon this battle, and no lefs a reward was propofed 
lor the conqueror than the Roman empire ; as the Bttti/h le- 
gions were no-Wriy inferior either in courage or experience to 
thofe of Wyriettm \ and both armies exped^ed to fljare the for- 
tune, w'hatever it llioold be, of their generals ; the engagement 
was one of the moll fiiaip»and bloody recorded Ln biftory. 

After they had foo^hfc many hours with a fury hardly to be 
exprefi'ed, without any confidcrahle advantage on either fide, 

Aibhus's left wing was utterly defeated, and obliged to take 
ihelter in their camp, which the enemy entered in that confu- 
fion, and plundered ; but, on the other hand, his right wing, 
having drawn Severus's men into certain ditches, which they 
had covered with earth, gained fo great an advantage over 
them, that the emperor himfelf, who Hew to their alfiftance 
at the he<^ of the praetorian guards, v^s put into the utmofi: 
confufion, and obliged, if we believe Herodiany to favc him- 
fclf by flight, after having quitted all the enfigns of the impe- 
rial dignity f. Spartian writes, that he was wounded, and Seven-^ ;> 
believed dead by the army, who were for creating ano^er eni* great inn- 
peror in his room g ; and Dio CaJJiuSy that bis horfe was killed g^r. 
under him, and he himfeU in imminent danger of lofing his 
life \ The fame author adds, that, feeing his ir.cn fly, he 
threw himlelf fwoid iu hand upon the tugitives, and forced 
them to return to thevharge: which they did with 1‘uch fury, 
that the enemy, not able to withftand them, began to give 
ground ; which Lestns perceiving, fell upon them with the 
whole body of horfe under his command, and completed their 
overihrow, Lectus had declined engaging fo long as the vidlo- 
ry continued doubtful, with a deiign, as was fuppofed, of 
fetting up for himfclf, after the two parties had deftroyed each 
other * ; and hence *it was, that Stverusy as Herodian inform*; 
us \ inftead of rewarding him, as he did his other generals, 
put him foon after to death. 

At,binus's army, no longer able to keep the field, fed to 
Lyonsy whither they were purfued by th^e conquerors ; who, 


« Dio, lib. Ixxv. p. 851. ^ Herodian. lib. iii. p. 524. 

Dio, ibid. * Vit. Scv. p. 63.> ** Dio, p. 852, 

* Idem ibid. ^ Herod. 1 . iii. p. 524. 
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Centering the city with the fugitives, firft plundered it, and then 
killed. laid it in aihes K Alhtnm^ who had concealed himfelf in an 
houfe on the Rhonty finding no means ot making* his efcape. 
The cntel- hid violent hands on himfelf" (D). Sever us beheld with 
^0/ Sc- great pleafure the dead body of his competitor i rode over rt 
verus. fevcral times, caufing his horfe to tread it under-foot ; left it 
lying in its gore before his^cent, till it was h^tlf putrefied, dnd 
torn in pieces by the dogs *, and then ordered the poor remains 
of it to be thrown into the Rhone, The head he caufed to be 
cut oiF, and fent it to Rornty ordering it to be fet up there on 
a pole in tl^ forum. He pardoned at firft his wife aiid chil- 
dren ; but, foon after changing his mind, he caufed them to 
be inhumanly maflacied, and their bodies to be thrown into 
the river. The whole family of Alhtnusy all his friends, and 
moft diflant relations, without di{lin< 5 f ion of fex or age, were 
by Severus’s orders barbaroully (laughtered, and their eftates 
confifeated. Moft of -^he.grcat men of Gaul and Spalfty who 
had fhewo any attachment to Alhinusy underwent the fame 
fate. By means 6f thefe murders and confifeutions, he amafTcd 
an immenfe treafure, enriched his foldiers, and, at his death, 
left greater wealth to his children, than any prince had done 
before him 

After this vi£itory, all the cities that had declared for 
Albinusy were foon reduced, and the inhabitants puniflied, 
fomc with death, fome with the confiication of their eftates ; 
fo that Severusy feeing all quiet in GW, and likewife in Bri- 
tainy which he divided into two provinces, fet out for Rome^ 
leading with him his vi< 5 torious army. Hts approach filled 
the city with terror and difmay, thofe who had favouicd 
AlhinuSy expecting no better treatment than the friends of 
chat unfortunate commander had met with in Gaul {£). How- 
ever, 

^ Herod. I. iii. p. 524. ® Dio, p. 853. ■ Vir 

Sev. p. 68. 

(D) Thus Dio CaJJiue. But he fent the head of Alhinus to 

other authors write, that, being Rome ; for, in that letter, he 
mortally wounded either by him- complaindd of their affeffion to 
felf, or fome of his own men, Aihinuj, as if they had all pri« 
he was brought in that condition vaceiy favoured and aifified his 
to Severusy in whofe prefence he declared enemy; reproached them 
expii^d (i). with ingratitude ; extoU^ the 

(E) Their appreheftfions were condu£l and government of Com- 
heightened by a letter which modusy whom he had never men- 
verm wrote to the fenate, when tioned before, but as a tyrant and 


(1) Vit, Alb. & Sev, f, 66. 
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ever, as he drew near, the fenate went out to meet him, and 
received him with all pof&ble demonftrations of joy, attended 
him to the capitol, and thence to the palace, where he or- 
dered great Turns to be cUftributed among the people and fol- 
diqry. The next day he went to the Tenate, and there read 
i fpeech filled with bitter inve£lives agatnfi the partifans of 
Albinus \ produced the letters that had been written to him ; 
commended the cruelties of Sylla^ of Marius^ and of Au^ 
gujiusy as neccilary precautions ; aferibed the ruin of Pompey^ 
and the death of Cafar^ to their unfeafonablc’' clemency ; 
and, mentioning Commodus^ filled him a god, and bcftd^^cd 
the highefi encomiums upon •him ; adding, that none but in- 
famous and abandcuned wretches could cenfure or blame the 
condudf of fuch aii esftellenc prince 

Having ended his fpecch, he returned to the palace, and 
filled the city with mafliicrcs and bloSdfhed. In a few days 
forty-two fenitors, mofi of whom had been confuls or prae- 
tors, were facrift^ed to his fury and revenge, and an incre- 
dible number of perfons of an inferior rank. Hercdian tells 
us, thjt he cut off all thofe, who, on account of their b;rth 
or riches, bore any f^ray in the Tenate, or the provinces. 

Many weve condemned and executed* upon bare riu>icion^, 
and many for no other crime, but that of being p:^{lefr?d ot 
great wealth under a covetous and inhuman tyrant While 
the city was yet fl lating in blomf, he went to the fenate, and, 
out of hatred to the fenators, cauTed them tj rank C'jvrnsdui 
with the ufual ceremonies among the g ids appoint priclhs 
and ififiituTe an annual fcfiival, to his honour. lie condcmnjd 
N^irciffus^ the famous wieftler, who had firanglcd him, to 
be devoured by the wild bcjfis ; and fpared none who were 
fufpccled of having been any-way privy to his death After 
Snterus had Tpvnt Tome months at Rsmey aiiJ there cut oft’ 
not only the puiifans of JlhinuSy but fucli as gave him the 
kafi umbrage, he took have of the fenate, and, wdth his two 

® Dio, 1 . K'w. p. 526. Vir. Alb. p. 60. 8c Sever, p. 68. 

V Dio, p. 853. Hv’ud. p. 527. Vic. Sev p. 69. ^ Vit. 

Scv. p 69. 

ir.onfter ; and, in fpc.iT<irg of tlic they expected nothing but a ge- 
head* of Alhhtu*, tifcJ this e\- ncral mafl'acre. the more hecauTc 
prellion ; I ftud it to that they werj informed, that 
\su wu; itr’d'J irsiv yra ha-je ra/ had fci2ed the papers of 
prtvhked mts nuj *i^ith soar liuuSy and by ihaf means difcc- 
istt the cf my r/ j'entmet.t. vcrcd all h*a fiiends and cone* 

IjOih tJiC Iciiitc ?a\A people \scic Ipoiident.'*. 
thujidciiliutk wilh li.iS letter; 
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fdns Cttracelia and Geta^ fet out for the Eaft, with a defign 
to mjtice war upon the Parthians^ who, under the conduct of 
their king Vologefes^ had made thenirelvcs mafiers of great 
parr of mefopotamia. He embarked with his army at Brun- 
ilujium^ and, arriving in 5yn^i, marched llrait to Ni^tbis in 
Mefapotamia^ vrhence the Parthiatis retired into their own 
country upon the firft news of his approach. 

TilH foilo wing year, Tib* Satuihiinus and C, Gallus being 
confuls, Severiis*^ having made vaflr preparations for the war 
againft the Furthlans^ began his march about the end of the 
fummer, judging the autumn the moft proper feafon for that 
ixpeditkm.' He followed the comfe of the Euphrates^ the 
greater part of his army being conveyed down in boats, and 
the reft marching on the banks of the liver. To pafs from the 
Euphrates into the Tigris^ he caufed the canal Naarmahha to 
be cleanfed ; and by that means arrived in a (hurt lime at 
Seleucia and Babylon y both which places he found abandoned 
by the enemy, and took without oppofition. Thence be ad- 
vanced to Ciefiphon^ the metropolis of the Parthian domini- 
ons ; which he invefted, and took after a laborious flege, 
during which his (bldicrs, for want of provifions, were ob- 
liged to feed upon fuen roots as they found in the fields ; 
which bred various diftempers in the army. However, the 
place was in the end forced to furrender j but the king, who 
had (hut himfelf up in it, found means to make his efcape, 
attended by a fmall body of horfe ; which was a great difap- 
pointment to Severus, The emperor gave up the city tp be 
plundered by the foldiers, who put all the men to the fmrd ; 
bnt fpared the women and children, whom, to the number of 
one hundred thoufand, they fold for (laves. After the re- 
duction of Ctejiphon^ Severus wiote to the fenate, giving 
them a pompous account of his exploits, which he caufed to 
be reprefented in painting, and expofed to public view. The 
fenate decreed him a triumph, and honoured him with the 
title of Parthicus Maximus ; which is to be fe«i on feve- 
ral medals of the next and following years ^ (F). While 6e- 

• Virus 

^ Herod. 1. iii. p. 528. Dio, p. 854.. Ammiak. 1. xxiv. 
p. 278. Onuph. in faft. Goltz. p. 85. 

(F) Sipartian telU usyuthat the the fovereign power, and at 'the 
army, in the tranfports of their fame time gave the title of Ctefisr 
Joy for the reduAion of Ctefiphon, to his fecond fon Geta (2) ; Which 
proclaimed Caracalla^ the em- honours were afcerwaids confirm- 
peror'fi cldcft foe, his partner in ed to both by the foliate. Cara- 

(i) Vit, Siv* pt 7O1 

call* 
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Virus was thus employed in the Eaft, fome diflurhances arofe Difturb^ 
in Bfuiain^ where the Cakdo^iians^ taking up arms, invaded in 
the Roman dominions, committing cvery-where dreadful ra- Bi'hain. 
vages. Lupus ^ whom Sever us had appointed governor of 
Britain, not finding himfelf in a condition to make bead 
‘againft that warlike nation with the troops he hod v/ith him, 
and well knowing, that Severus could not fend him timely 
afBftance, was forced to purchafe a peace cf the enemy, and, 
with Jarge fums, redeem the Roman territories from their 
daily incurfions 

'I'he following year, when P. Cornelius Aullinus and 
Aufidlus Pronto were confwls, Severus^ on his march back 
into Syriuj attached the\:ity of Atra^ Barfemusy king ot 
that pl^cc, having YouTiL-f ly fent confiderable fuccours to 
Niger ; but was obliged to abandon the enterp^ize, af:tr 
having loft a great many men, and Ihoft of his v/arhke cn* 
gims About this time Severus caufed two officers f>f great 
diftindlion to be put to death; to wit, J ullus C ijpus^ tri- 
bune of the praetorian guardi, and Leti^is^ one of his beft La.*tu» 
generals; the former lor faMng, that Srvertn expofed 
troops wantonly to dangers, and obliged them to undergo 
great ha i^ftiips, only to fati^^y his pftvatc ambition and va- 
nity. L(itHs\ crime was, according to llerodian^ his having 
a6lcd with treachery in the battle of Lvonsy as wc have re- 
lated above (G). After he had allowed fome refpitc to his 
harafted troops, and amaffed an imnienfc quantity of provi 
lions and warlike engine^, be relumed before the city cf Jtiu ; i 

but all his efforts againit that pla.e proving unfuccefsful, lie ‘ ' / 

was forced to raife the fiege anew, having loft, during the 
eighteen days it Ufted, molt of bis inachint.s an ir;cie 


® Dio, p. S51. 86fJ. 

ralla had entered the eleventh 
year of his age on the fourth of 
Aprils of this year 198. Server us, 
not thinking ir advij'eablc either 
to keep Ctf(iphofi^ or purl'ue Fo- 
logefes, fet out on his return into 
Syria about theb.^ginning of win- 
ter,* loaded with booty. He is 
fappof^ to have concluded a 
treaty with ittQ Parthiaas i for 
lye read of no wars between them 
and the Romans till eighteen years 

O) l**v, p» 854, & in excerpt. 


‘ Idem, p. 844. 

after, and Vologtfes reigned peacv 
ably to his death, which hapix.i 
cd after that of Severu^ {3,. 

(G) Dio CaJJius, who torn 
mends him, both as an excellent 
citizen and foldier, tells ii;, that 
Se^'erus put him to death for no 
other reafon, butbccaufe liew,..^ 
greatly beloved by the iblditr , 
which tlfb jealoi |5 emperor could 
not bear (4). 


Vul p, 746. (4; XFc, p. Sn 5. 

X 4 dib!c 



3^2 iRfeiitoman B. III. 

* dibte Wfflber of mn ^ Thus did one cfty aH ib« ^ 

.«eieii{{Ks QhTfi^^ ai^ Stv$rus^ the two greateft cotnmand- 
ers among the Jkiimn emperors, as it did afcerwarda tho^e of 
Jrtax^^Sii who, about the year 226. re-eftahlifticd the Per^^ 
fian on the ruin of the P^etribian empire. 5 nvrw fpcnt incA' 
part of the following year, when Tib, Oavdius Seva^as W2»^ 
cooful the fecond time, with C, Aufidius ViiiarinHs^ tn ^^arch- 
ing after fuch of Nigir\% partifana^ as had fu^t yet been dif- 
covcrcd, and in gleaning, to ufc the exprelfion of Tertidlian^^ 
after the vintage. >Many perfons of diftindlion, who believed 
thenafelves |o be fafe, were on this occAfiop (bleed, and ton- 
demned/ without mercy, fiich efpcciaUy as gave the tyrant 
any umbrage on account of their (>irth or j^icRcs 

The next year, when L, Aumtis FSia^fws and Af, Nonius 
Muciams were confuls, Severus gave the manly robe to his 
elde^ fon, tho’ he waskhen but fourteen years old, and named 
him conful with himfclf for the year following. They both 
entered upon their confulfhip in Syria ; and, on that occa- 
Severus (Jon^ the emperor g ive a largcfs to the foldieis. Sever us went, 
*vifits during his tonfullbip, into Arabia,^ and from thence into 
Arabia, Palafiine^ where he remitted the taxes with which he had 
Pateltinc inhabitanta for their fleady adherence* tb 

While he was in Palajiine^ he publiflied an edid, forbidding, 
Year of fevereft penalties, the fubjefls of the empire to 

the flood ®>^brace cither thb Jewijh or Chriflian religion ; which gave 
2C4Q. general pcrfccution y. P ioni PalaJUne be 

Of Chrill into Egypt^ where he vifited the tomb of Pompry the 
201. Great \ and then purfued his route to Alexandria ^ to which 
Of Rome city he granted a public council or fenatc ; a mark of diflin- 
949. £hpn, which they had often begged in vain of other empe-^ 
%y^>r^ rors K During his flay in Egypt j he vihted all the cities, 

• and viewed, with great attention, the curiofuirs of that an- 
cient kingdom, crpecially the pyramids, the labyrinth, the 
ftatue of Memmuy &c (H). 

‘ t 

« Dio* l.lxxv. p. 555. Tertvi.. apol. c. 35. ^ Vit. 

Sev. p. 69. y Idem, p. 70. Evseb, 1. vi. c. 2. , * Vit. 

bcv. p. 70. * V 

(H) He examined wick great of Alexander the Greats which 
care the books he found in the he ordered to be (hut op, that no 
temples, and cauled foch of them, one might, for theiutore, either 
as contained any fecref kncwkge, fee body of> that 
{o be conveyed intq. the fcpo^c peipfe thofe bppks (5}. \ 

( $) Dw, in excerffi Vah p, 737. VU, Zev* f, 70. 

The 
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Thj 6 were S^ftimius Gfta, the emperor^j 

Ijrothcri and Fulvius Pliutianus^ his great favourite. SoQije plaotianut 
writers PltuMilanus the emperor’s kinfman $ others bis chief 
that he was only his country man^ being a native of Afrka^ faveuriu. 
as was SevifHs, lie that as it will,, all agree, that he was of 
a very mean dcrveiu i and feme add, that in his youth he 
had been baniihcd, for flirring up and heading the populace 
in a feditiuo. However, the emperor favoured him above 
all the great men in Remc^ and was fb pafionate for him^ 
that not in converfation only, but in public^ in his (peeches 
to the fenate and people, he extolled him more than Tiberius 
had ever dune hh tavourite Stj^nus, He created, him captain 
of the prxtorian guards, and shared with him the power and HisgrAet 
wealth of the empire ; dor Plautianus was faid to be poflefled pgtwer, 
of as great riches as Sever us htinfclf, and thought to be no 
Icfs powerful ; at Icaft more court wa» paid to his power, 
than to that of the emperor. The fenators and folditrs fwore 
by the fortune cf Plautirtiius ; public vows and facrihccs were 
od'ered for his i^fery, as if he had been emperor ; and Kome 
was filPd with his iiatue.*-, niollly erected by the authority o'f 
the ft-iiate. His t^blc was better ferved than the emperor’s, 
and his equipage lar more magnificent* As there was no 
acccis to hont>urs hut throt<gh his favour, his houfc was con- 
ftai tly crc/udt'd with lenaiors, knight?, and great pan of the 
pe^'plc, .ill hlicitors fir aJmiffion to Plautianus^ who was 
harder of accefa the emperor.. the brother of Se^ 

vents^ and the en.preh> JuUa^ flood no Icfs in awe of him 
than the itfi^ weii knowing that his authority was of far 
greater weight than iheiis. This exorbitant power was moft 
r.otorioufly abufed hy the favourite minifler, who condemned, 
b.\nilhed, aisd even put to death, many illuftrious perfons, 
whom he hated or fufptiSled, without confulting the emperor, 
nay, wiiliout Ins knowjego 5 for, tiio’ whatever the emperor 
faid or did was immediately carried to Plautianus y yet Severus 
was quite unarquainicd with the*cr*nics and arbitrary pro- 
ceedings (»f hi:» niiiiiiUr ; and hence, looking on him a.s 
a man without repro-icb, he continued to hc.ip upon htni all 
forts of honours. He had already dilVinguifhed him with the 
confular ornament', and cieaicd him fenator, wdlhout re- 
moving him from ihe command of the pr.TtoriHn guards ; 
and tHl? ytar he rmt only, appointed him coni’ul, but, to <he 
gtcat furpfrhtc of /He we, and the whole egipirc, dcciartd 
mttntteh ortnriV) ihg his cl Jett fon Caracolla to Fuhia Plau~ ^ 
plla^ the daughter of Phiitianus j^wlnch he did .utordingly j-; 
this very year, foon afttr his returp to Rome \ tor, having 
fettled the afiairs ia ihc taft, he arrived uncxpcflc.iJy atpiaufia^> 

2?5*.w nusf m. 
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Ronti about the latter end of Moy^ and, according 4 )^ 
diaHj entered the city in triumph • (I^. 

The emperor 9 upon ills return, diftributed immenfe fums 
among the foldiers and people, ten pieces of gold a nun* snore 
than any other prince had ever beer^ known to gtve^ and 
added to this extraordinary large& moft nidgrfificent ihews, 
which lifted fcven djys *>. When the (hews were oreti the 
nuptials of Caracalla and Plautilla were celebrated with the 
utmoft pomp and magniftcence (K)« About this time Sevi^ 
rus gave the manly robe to his fecond fon Geta^ who had 
entered the fourteenth year of bis age on the twenty- feventh 
of May^ of this year 20j. the tenth of his father’s reign 

The foil )wing year, £. FaUus Septimius Cih being con- 
ful the fecond time, with Z. Lrbo* tKe emperor, nocwkh- 
ftanding his great kindnefs for Fhutianus^ being offended at 
the great number of ftatues ere£led to him in all the public 
places of the city, caufed fome of them to be taken down. 
Hereupon a report being fpread, that he was difgraced, fcvc- 
rai governors of provinces, looking upon him ahead/ as a 
public enemy, caufed his ftatucs to be pulled down in their 
governments ; but paid dear for their over-hafty zeal, fomc 
of them being deprived of their employments^ and others 
tried by the fenate, and condemned to banifhment. Among 
the latter was Racius Conjiam^ govcrtior of Sardinia^ who 
was tried by the emperor in per fon, in conjundfion with I) to 
CaJJius^ and fcvcral other fenators. Severus on this occafion 
folemnly declared, that he would never fuft'er the leaft\iffionc 
or injury to be offered with impunity to Biautiams ; but 
neverthelcfs, before a year was over, he changed his fentl- 
ments, and fuffered him to be put to death in his preftnee. 


» Hekod. 1. iii, p. 5359. 
Herod, ibid, • Vit. Scv. 

(I) Spariian writes, tba# he 
declined the triumph decreed 
him, becaufe he coirid not fit in 
the triumphal chariot, by reafon 
of the gouts but fuffered his fon 
Caracalla to triumph over the 
yegvst who had, it Teems re- 
volted, but had been again brought 
under fuljeftion by ^events (6). 

(K) Dto CaJJitu wnte^ that 
wl^ Plautianus gave his i»ogb- 
ter on this occafion, would have 


^ Dio, 1 . Ixxvi. p, 8 j9, 860. 

t. 69. 

been a fufiicient dower for fifty 
queens; and adds, that he ap- 
pointed^ an hundred perfons of 
good families to attend her, whom 
he had for that purpofe privately 
caufed to be mwe eunuchs, tho* 
fome of them were married, and 
even had children ; whici^ as 
that writer ohferves, highly '’pro- 
voked both the feoaie and people 
againft him (y). 




( 6 ) Vit. Scv, p, 63. 


( 7 ) h *59» 
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Qitt cfahtAy owitig to CaracaUa, wlio» not able to Caracal la 

bbur with the haughty and imperious temper of his wife Piau- occa- 
riifa* bated both her and his father^ in-law Platnianus^ openl) 
ckclirifig, that, if ever he obtained the fovercign power,^^^"* 
they Aiouid both foon feel the effeiSls of his refentment. Here* 
upon PbrntidiittS refolved to be beforehand with him, not 
doiibting but upon his death he ihonld be able to feiae tive 
empire ibr himtclf, as Severus was now advanced in years, 
and troubled with the gout. In the mean time "Getay the 
emperor^s brother, being taken ill, and, finding there was 
no hope of his recovery, defired to fee Severus betore he died, 
and acquainted him with the haugbtv, imperious, and tyran- 
nical cohdud^ of his« favourUe minifter. Thenceforth the 
emperor began to look* upon him with a jealous eye, and 
to lefien, by degrees, his overgrown power ; which he was 
no fooner apprifed of, than he refoivee) to exert the au- 
thority be fiill enjoyed, and fecure, by the murder both of 
the emperor and his fon, the foverci'rnty to himfcif ; at Icaft, 
Saturninvsy one of the tribunes of the praetorian guards, de- 
clared to Severusy that Plautianus h 2 A charged him to aiTafil- . 
nate them both, and (hewed him his orders in writing. Hero* 

^ian^ znd ^le/imianus MarcelVmus^ ittm^ not to quefirion in 
the Icaft the truth of his depofition ; but Dh Cajffius looks 
upon the whole as a cdtitrivance of Caracalla to deftroy Plau^ 
iianusy whofe haughty behaviour he could no-longer brook ^ 

Be that as it will, they ail agree; that Plautianus coming 
to the palace of his own accord, or fent for by the emperor, 
as Dio will haic it, and entering the emperor^s room, where 
CaraeaUa then was, in order to clear himfelf from the crime 
laid to his charge, the young prince rulhed upon him with 
great fury, fnatched his fword from his fide, which he wore 
as captain of the guards, and ordered thofe who were prefent He h mur- 
to diipatch him, being prevented by the emperor, who began by 
to relent, from doing it himfelf. His body w^as caft into the ojder. 

fireet ; but foon after taken, by the emperor's oider, and 
interred g. Severtn immediately afiembled the fenate ; but, 
without uttering any wi\ edlives againft only be- 

wailed the unhippy lot of mankind, fince fomc lov'ed to ex- 
cefs, andothefi) abufed the love that was lliewn ihcii) (L). 

. The 

<>'*Hceod. l.iii.q). 531. 533. \ AmmTax. 1 xxix. p« | 69 * 

^ Dio, 1 . Ixxvi. p. 861. € Idem ibid. ' HtauD. p. 534. 

(L) He did not feem to be- minder him ; but ne\6rthe]e(s 
lieve, (ays Dh Caffius, that Plau- j lofecutcd, aud cordciitv^ed either 
iianus had ordered the tribqnp to to deatii or bani’^'Mcnr^ J1 his 

* “ lilt lids 
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Ths nextconfuls were the emperor^a 
the fecond time, and Gita the firft. During their ^mildW 
tbn, Sev:rus continued either at home, or m 
hood, and applied himfelf wholly to the adminltt^tk^ hir 
juftice, which he did with great impartiality, AslWIpg iber^ 
Pjpinia- the advice of the celebrated civilian PapinunAs^ Hvhom he 
nuswtfif appointed captain of the guards ;*fof at this time the duet 
captatn of p{-ovince of that officer was to decide law-ruits with the em- 
^^^^"^'"■peror, or in his name. Papinianus^ in the difeharge of this 
important office, employed as his cotinfellors Paulus and’ 
pianusy two men eminently accomplished in^the knowlege of 
the laws. As the empire new enjoyed profound peace, 
♦Severus Sivirus was at Icifure to reTorni many ^bufes j which he did 
reforms accordingly : but is blamed by moft'of the antients, on ac- 
count of his*exccffivc feventy, efpecially by the emperor 
.Julian^ who thinks' his cruel inflexibility, as he ftiles it, 'his 
fault h ; for he never pardoned the leaft tranfgrcffion. 
u^s, . enafted fevcral laws, which are mightily extolled by the 
writer^ of thofe times, as equaly jufl and neceflary. Many 
of them are flill extant in the code. He allowed no power 
to his freedmen ; nor would he fufficr the fenate to difiinguifb 
them with any honours. He chofe for governor; of the pro- 
vinces men of unblemifteci charaders, and was always 're^dy 
to hear with great patience the complaints of his people. No 
prince ever managed the public money more frugaj}y ; and, 
Iw that means, he left the exchequer exceeding rich at his 
death, tho' he had found it quite empty, and had been en- 
gaged in feveral txpenfive wdrs. When he died, corn was 
found in the public" granaries fufficient to fupply the City for 
feven years, and oil in the florehoufes, which he bOiU at a 
vail charge, for the confumption of five years, reckoning not 
only the city of Rome,^ but all the places in Italp that pro- 
duced no oil. He even left wherewithal to fupply for ever 
' the indigent people of Rome with a certain Quantity of Al 

^ JuL. Cxf, p. 14. . Vit. Scv. p. 71.^ 

friends and jcreatures. Hisdaugh- there ^eroofly fupported by 
ter FUutilla^ and his brother Sez^erus during his life*time (9). 
FUmirnt^ were banifhed to the This year, the 957^1 of Rome^ 
ifl§ndofZ>/>«r»,where they were the 209th of the Ghnffiansra, 
fflurdered by order of Caracalla, and the twelfth of the reign of 

§ after hisaccefiiSn to the cm* Severus, wejfv celebrated with 
(8). Heroiian writes, that extraordinary pomp the» fecular 
were banifhed to Sicily ^ and games ( 1 ). 

« 

(S) 862. (^yjUrod, /. Wi.p, 535. (ij Cenpr e, 17, 

/. lu. /. 669. 

tf. every 



3*7 


CXXII. VitmiA tiifitiy. 

fimyiday, which waslupiurt to be fent^early by the Inha-^ 
‘bitantMf Libyf^ TritoUiana^ who, of thejr own pccord, fub- 
itti^td to that buraen out of regard to SgvcruSy who was of 
tho famjs pwince, an 4 bad obliged them, by utterly extir- 
pating a neighbouring nation, that often invaded their country, 
and laid waiie tbeir folds ^ But this contribution ^ovipg in 
pcocefs of time verj burdenfome to them, Can^antint remit- 
ted it» Sevtrm repaired ifioft of the public edifices of Ronu^ 
and raffed an incredible number of new on^Jir Rome^ in 
Antioch^ in Alexandria^ in Byxaniitm^ and snoft of the 
great cities of the empire. 

Xhe following year, when Nummifis Alhtnus and Fulvius Several 
Mmibanus were Confuls, was remarkable for the death 
ilkiftrious fenators, inhumanly mafTacred by ihe emperor’s/*^ 
orders. Among theft overe ^tnttUus PLmtianus and Apro~ death. 
nianttSf both peffons of unblenufhed charad^era, and of great 
authority in the fenate, but hated by th^ emperor on account 
of their illuftrious birth, and extraordinary accomplifhments. 

They were both accufed of having confulted the aftrologers 
about the death of Severus^ ancf their own fate , and con > 
foamed, without fo much as being heard. Becbius JkfaiccJ* 
knus^ another fenator of great difiinClton, was condemned by 
the fenate, and tint iniliant hurried to c ttion, upon the 
depoiition of a fingle evidence, who chaigtd him w»th hav»ng 
lifiened while Apiontama was confuiting the afliologer. The 
evidence had been fuborned by FelUtuut Sehennus^ who was 
hknfelf foon after condemned at the fuit of the people of 
Notuum^, whom he had tyrannically opprefled, while he go*- 
verned that province The following year, when ^er ^he Bn 
and Maximus were confuls, the northern inhabitants of 
tain invaded the Roman terntones, and, putting to flight the 
legions that guarded them, comnvtted every-where moft dread- 
ful ravages. Firlus Lupus, then governor, or, as Ulpian calls 
him, prclident of Britain, Hot thinking himfelf in a condi- 
tion to withfland the enemy, retired before them ; and, in 
the mean time, - acquainted the emperor with the fiate of 
affairs in chat province i who, apprehending that the whole 
iiland, unless awed by a powerful arm> , would fjon revolt, 
and fhake off the yoke, refolved to go diitber in perfon ; and 
accordingly, having made the neceifary preparations for this 
cnpedition,, he f«t out h^r Britain the enfuing year^ while his 
two fons Were coniuls, Caracalla the third time, and Gaia 
cite fecond. Before be left Rome, he v^fied his fon Gaia GeU 
with the tribuniAal power, and conferred upon him the tide vefted 
« 

‘ Vit. Sev p. 67. Dio, p 869. 

Vai. p 741, &c. 


Dio, in excerpt. 



%tiifh ttt of dugttfiust which tei]ad'beft<Ai»4>tlMKe'}««t^ hcMrjMWt^ 
,tt tb*nitial eldeft fon Caracafia ; fo that there pow 
f 9 wer,aft^j^ tim€f which bad never happcde 4 

his *fon$ with bim, being flad of thirt opperilWCy 
Auguilus. remove, ^them from Rme^ where ibef abande^ jbwiir 
feiVes to idknefs and debauchery, and 
toiliand fatjgUes of war. - ' #?.I ^ V 

, The Bntans were no fooner informed of his arrival ki 
their ifland^J|^, dreading his powir, they fent embafTaders; 
to him, ofbiHig to fubmit upon honourable terms. Se^us 
detained the embadadors till he was ready to take tlk ; 
and then dirmifled them, without granting them their ceijueft; 
Severus'i • He paiTed the firft winter, it feems, in the foutbern pafis:of 
^txptiititm Britain^ whence he marched, early in the fpring of the j|n- 
into Bri- fuing year, w\itnPompeianus and were confull, ag^mfl 

.the Maata^ who bordered on die Roma»^m(\vC\xims ail 5 the 
d.;yelt more to the north. No battle was 
thefl^od fought in this expedition % but nevertbelefs^ partly by theeiic- 
Of ^Chr'ft ambufeades, partly by the hardfliips the Ropian foUiers 
" underwent, and the toils they endured in cutting down woods; 
Of Rome bridges, and drying marflby grounds,* fifty thoufiind 

g.5 of them are faid to have perlfhed h Herodian writes, tli^ 
the Caledonians inceflantly harafled the army on their march, 
attacked them unexpectedly, cut many tboufanda of them id 
pieces, and then retired into their fens and woods, whither 
the Romans could not follow them The empwror, tfio’ 
advanced in years, and troubled with the gout, purfu^ his 
painful march, furmounting with great chearfulnefs ail diffi- 
He ever culties, till he reached the mofi: diftant and northern coafts 
runs tbt of the ifland, laying the country waile far and wide, and 
nnhole putting all to fire and fword ; inibmuch that the Caledonians 
ijland. ^ere in the end obliged to purchafe a peace,, by yielding to 
the Rfinsans part of their country, and delivering up their 
arms,(Mj. Having thus concluded a peace with the Gr/r- 
donians^ he returned to the routfiern parts of Britainy wbwe 
heliad left bis fon Geta to adminifter juftice durii^ his 4^b- 
fence. For this expeditbn he was honoured by ,miyRenate 

^ Dio, 1. laxvx. p. 867. ^ i^fiaon. L iix. §67. 


(M> Dio adds, tint Bo- of the fummer and jsrhner ; 
wsnsj, daring hit ftay hi the which he could nof du, whteat 
amfi acartbem par^ of Brka^ continuiiig there, thar^ tn the 
obiemd with g^t exa^laefs the north of BeotJandy at leafi iSx 
length of the days and n^ts, months. '* 

{%) d)iQ, y, 869. 

with 
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'«rkh (be title of Srilvmikiu Maximia^ and fait two fims 
• with dut of £ritemRW*< 

SsvB&vs r^Miit ^reat part of the following year, when His nvali 
MoBk Aiiiiui Faufitmt and Triarlus Rtfinui w^re confuls, in BritaiOe 
Igk building a wall in Britain from Tea to fea, to fccure his 
CQiiqiiiAs, and part the Reman territories from thofe of the 
more northern Britons not fubje6l to Rame (>{}. The wail 
^ being 

" Golt 2. p. SS. P. Paci, p. 207. 


(N) No mention of this wall 
is madC) cither by Dto Cajpus or 
Htredian, who lived at th^c tims,* 
and give us a very psueit^lar ac> 
count of the exploits of Sevtrus 
Ia Britain, However, Spartian 
fyesikt of it, and calls it the diicf 
ornament of Se*vet im's reign ; nay, 

, he pretends, that, on account of 
this wall, he was honoured by 
the fenare with the title of Bfi- 
iannient (3). There is a great 
difagreemenaamong authors both 
as to the nature of this worlc, 
its iicaation. Some writers 
take it to have been a wall, and 
others only a ditch, fortified on 
the Riman fide with a rampart 
and pilifkdes. Spartian fiiles it 
a wall or ditch (4). Orofius fup- 
pofes It to have been a ditch de- 
fended by a rampart, and a great 
number of towers at a fmall di- 
fiance from each other (5). Bfda 
thinks it was a wall, built not 
with fiooe, but turf, and fup- 
rted by a rampart, and iharp 
kbs driven deep into the ground 
(6). The fame writer is of opi- 
nion, that it was raifed by 
ras in the fame place, where a 
new wall was built bv the i?9- 
pruts about die middle of the 
fifth century, when they intirely 


abandoned the illand \ that is, 
far as we can judge from the con* 
text, on the ifthntus, which He 
deienbed before, between the 
friths of Forth and Clyde (7) 
Buchansfp likewifc places thi^ 
wall on the fame illhmus (8^ ; 
and adds, that, in his time, fome 
remains of it were fiill to be feen. 
On the other hand, Camden mtun- 
tains Sewtus'^s wall to have flood 
a great way more to the fouch, 
that IS, •between the mouth of 
the Tyne^ and Solway frith. The 
learned Uflser is of the fame opi- 
nion, and alleges very flrong rca- 
fons to fupport it (9). However, 
we cannot perfuade ourfelvei, 
that Sewn/s, after having march- 
ed from one end of the ifland to 
the other, and obliged the ene> 
mics of Rome to yield to him 
part of their country, ihould 
have abandoned to them a coii- 
fiderable portion of the Romem 
dominions i to wivtJie countries 
lying between Not thvmherland or 
Csmbtrlavd^ and the friths of 
the Foith and Clydr, For, that 
thefe countries belonged to the 
Romms befb|^ Senterus'^ time, 
Vpsir himfelPRwnfa ; and main- 
tains ( I that Antoninus built his 
wbll on the.above-mentioned ifih- 



(3) #Tf>. Sov p. 71. (4.) Idem, p, 71. {$) Orsf. /. vii* e, f 

( 6 ) Bed. btjt. jtng. Ai. r. ? {j) idem md. f, 12. (S' B\than 

Srot, /. 1. p. r6. /. i\. /k. itC /. v p, 135. (9'\ UJb, Bntar. ee^UJ 

Smtijmt p. 606, (I » Idtr. .M p, 


mas 
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a. heing ended, he. i&cd wub hk 

Thrifiw^e he was Jfilzed livm, ^ linwmg dift^pes«;4k^ 
fibned^-^ was botieved^ jby his grief jnd tM^n 
^wiekedtii^ of his^tiefS^fon, who, notwithlfiMiiiffig 
txaordinary afFe£hoa had cverifaewn hioi, faad,.d^£^ 

the late expedition, with a bqldncfs hardly to be 
Caracalla attempted to murder .him ,ih" the fight of the whole army* 
Attempts H while the emperor, at the head of bis trop^ in battle- 
ari^y, was concluding a* treaty with the Bnuns^ and re- 
fatber. ceiving their arms, Caracalla^ Vho flood behind him, draw* 
ing uncxpeAedly his fword, in the fight both of the Roman 
* and Britijh army, advanced to flab him ; and would have put 
his wicked defign in execution, had he not been deterred 
from it by the outcries of thofe,, who flood next the emperor. 
Sfvtrusj turning about that iriflant, fiiwPhis Ton with a naked 
fword in his hand ; but, without betraying the lcaft furpriie, 
or uttering a finglc w»ord, purfued the bufinefs in hand, de- 
ceived the arms of the Britons^ and figned the treaty. When 
he returned to his tent, he Tent fur his Ton ; and, in the pre- 
fence of Papinianusi captain of the guards, and Caftor^ his 
chief chamberlain, firft reproached hiln with his black a^ 
wicked attempt ; then offering him a drawn fword, ff your 
ambition to reign alone prompts you^ faid he, to imbrue your 
hands in the blood of your father^ execute your impious purpofe 
rather in this place y than in the fight of the whole. suJorJd^ aM 
in the prefence both of our friends and' enemies : ifiyou^re not 
yet abandoned to fuch a degree y as to murder your father with 
your own handy order Papinianus to commit the parricide : you an 
empiror ; ho mufi obey you o. We do not find, that Cara-- 

®.Dio, p. 868, 

mus. We do not find, that the they are called by the Roman 
northern Britons feized any part writers, fach an extenfive coun- 
of the Roman dominipns in the try, after having, at immenie 
reign, of M. 4urelitu, nor^in that charge, and with lofs of fifty 
of Commodas ; for, tho* they thonfand men, obliged them to 
paired the wall in the time, of yield part of 'theirs ? Befides, 
Commodusy yet they were driven Spartian tells us, in exprefs words, 
back by UJpius Marcellusy and that Sevbrus's wail reached from 
reftrained withii^ their antient Tea to fea ; and Eutropius, that 
bounds, that flF according to it was But thirty-two. miles in 
Vjh^f within the^ two a^ve- length (z) ; which ^ove?, that 
mentioned friths. Is it therefore it itood on the .above-mentiomd 
probable, that 5>&rrtj.thB5 cur- iflhmus, and cruld fiand in no 
tailed the Roman empire^ and other part of ihe whole ifiand. 
abandoned to the barbarians, as 

(2) Eetrip. I viii. c. le. 
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321 


CXXIL ’ ne^om^Hipry: 

calla was touched witK feaiorfcy or any-way afFeAed, by this 
fpeech. 

The following year; when Genttanus and Bttffus were 7i5^Maa- 
confuls, the Maatee and Caledonians^ underftanding that the tse and 
emperor was indifpofed, and not in a condition to take the Caledoni- 
field, without any regard to the late treaty^ flew to arms ; ansr^w/r, 
and, afl’embling their forces, attempted to pals the new wall, 
and invade the Roman dominions ; which fo provoked Severus, 
that he ordered Caracalla to lead the whole army againfl the 
enemy, and, entering their country anew, to put all he met 
to the fword, without diftindlion of fex or age. The young' Qgj.3j.3jj2 
prince, feeing him felf, contrary to his expectation, intrufted attempts to 
with fo great a command, made*It his whole ftudy to corrupt the jgpofg his 
officers and foldicrs, ^with a deTign to depofe his father. Many father, 
tribunes and centurionsf hearkening to him, publicly declared, 
before the army fet out from York^ that^they would no Wger 
obey an old man, worn out with infirmities, lame, and dif- 
ablcd by the gout from marching at their head, and difeharg- 
ing the duties of an emperor. Thefe fpeeches were foon 
carried to Severus^ who, immediately fummoning the army 
to aflemble, caufed himfelf to be taken up, and placed upon 
his tribunal ; whence, in moft bitter terms, he reproached 
with folly, ingratitude, and treachery, Ach of the officers as 
had feconded the wicked attempts of his fon ; ordered them 
all to be beheaded that inftant in his prcfencc j and then, ad- 
dreffing himfelf to the army, flruck with terror and difmay at 
the fight of fo many executions, afked them with an impe- 
rious and majcftic air, whether they were yet fatisfied, that 
the head ruled, and not the feet p (O). 

After this, his diftemper being greatly increafed by the Hfs dif 
uneafinefs of his mind, he was foon reduced to the laft extre- temper tn- 
mity; when he fent for his two fons, caufed the fpeech of creafid 
Micipfa to his children, in Sallujl, to be read to them, ex- 
horted them to concord and unity, and recommended to them tircafinefs 
this tyrannical maxim, to enrich the foldicrs, and gain their °f ^ 

mvid 

P Vit. Sev, p. 71. Aur. Vict. 

« 

(O) Some writers tell us, that him to deliver himfelf, by the 
he would at the fame time have death of his unnatural (on, from 
put his (pn to death, had he not the dangers that threatened hipi » 
bec.i diverted from it by the cap- but that he could not by any 
tains of the guards (3) \ others, means prevAl upon himW to 
on the contrary, fay, that the follow their advice (4). 
captains of the guards advifed 


(l) Vit, Caracal, p, 89, (4) Dh, /. Ixxvi. p. 86S. 

VoL. XV. Y affedfions. 
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afFed'tons, without caring whether they were beloved or hated 
by the reft of their fubjedis ‘C When he found his end ap- 
proaching, he cried out, / have been every things and every 
thing is nothing \ ^ Then ordering the urn to be brought to 
him, in which his* a(hes were to be inclofed, on feeing it, Lit^ 
tie urn^ faid he, thou Jhalt contain one^ for whom the whole 
world was too little Before he expired, he ordered the 
golden ftatue of Fortune^ which always fto^ in the emperor’s 
apartment, to be carried into the rooms, firft of his eldcft, and 
then of his youngeft fon ^ As his pains increafed, efpecially 
in his feet, he called for poifon ; but, no one daring to admi- 
nifter it to him, he is faid to have glutted himfelf with coarfe 
Severus meats, which foon put an end to his life «. He died at York 

dies. Qjj thg fourth of February of the year 21 1. after having lived, 

according to Dio CaJJius fixty-five yStrs, rvinc months, and 
the flood twenty-five days, and reigned feventeen years, eight months, 
and three days. His body was burnt at York with great folem- 
Ut C nit conveyed by his two fons to Romey in a 

Of Rome others will have it, in one of porphyry. 

Jt was received in all the provinces with extraordinary pomp, 
2ind depofited at Rome in the (lately maufolcum of the empe- 
ror Adrian, He was foon after ranked among the gods, with 
the ufual ceremonies, defer ibed at length by Herodian ’f. 
His cha^ Severus was, without all doubt, a perfon of moft extraordi- 
ra^er. qualities were quite eclipfed by 

his exceflive cruelty, and infatiable avarice. Some writers enr 
deavour to excufe his cruelty, which they foften with the 
name of feverity ; and pretend, that, without violent reme- 
dies, the many evils that had long prevailed in the ftate could 
never have been rooted out. It was faid of him, if Spartian 
is to be credited, as it had been formerly faid of AuguJiuSy 
That he ought never to have been horuy or never to have died. 
He was, according to the fame writer, greatly efteemed, nay, 
and genei;^lly loved, after his death, when no one dreaded his 
cruelty, and all felt the efieds of his excellent regulations r 
(P). But, after all, the moft we can fay in his commenda- 

" tion 

•J Dio, p. 8fi8. ' Vit. Scv. p. 73. » Dio, 

p. 869. ' Vit. Sever, p. 74. ® ViCT. cpit, 

Dio, ibid. * HaaoD. lib. iv. p. 540. r Vit. 

Stv. p. 71. ^ 

(P) Galen tells us, that his of treacle, and other expenfive 
grcaccfl plcafure was, to do good remedies, to relieve fuch as 
to all ; and adds, that he kept wanted them 1 by which means 
conflantly by him a great ftorc he faved the lives of many per- 

fons ; 
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tion is, (hat Severus deferves to be ranked among the great, 
but not among the good princes. Of the writers who flouriftied 
in his reign, wc fliall give an account in our note 

Severus 


fons ; namely, of Antipat ir^ his 
Greek fecrctary ; of the fon of 
Pijo, to whom Galen inferibed 
his treatife on treacle ; and of a 
lady of didinflion, named Arria^ 
for whom Severm had a particu- 
lar value, becaufefhe applied her- 
felf to the lludy of philofophy^ 
and the reading of Plato (5). 

( Q ) Among the til's who 
flourimed at this time, we may 
reckon the emperor himfelf ; for 
he wrote the hiftory of his own 
life, which was a kind of apolo- 
gy for his great fevwiity. Spar- 
tian commends it as a iincere and 
impartial account of the tranf- 
adlions of his reign (6) ; and 
ViSor fpeaks^f it as an elegant 
and judicious performance. It 
has been long fmee lolt. Tliefo- 
phift Antipater^ a native of [lie- 
rapolis in AJia, wrote likewile 
the hiftory of Se^erus's reign ; 
and was for that work ftrft ap- 
pointed the emperor's Greek fe- 
cretary, afterwards charged with 
the care of educating his two 
fons Caracalla and Geta ; then 
honoured with the confulftiip ; 
and, laftly, preferred to the go- 
vernment of Bithytiia\ from 
which employment he was foon 
removed, on account of his ex- 
ceffive cruelty (7). His, hiftory 
has not reached oui' times. Ga- 
len^ the prince of phyficians,was 
ilill alive in Severuj's time ; for 
he livedf according to SuiJas, fe- 
venty years (8). He was a na- 


tive of PergamuSf and the fon of 
one NicOf a celebrated architedt 
and geometrician. He was like* 
wife well verfed in the other 
branches of mathematics, and 
pretended to under ft and and teach 
the Greek tongue in its greatcfl 
parity. His fon Claudius Ga- 
lenas was born in the year 131. 
the fifteenth of Adrian's reign, 
as appears from F. VAbbe, who 
colledted out of Galen's works, 
and pubTiftied in 1660. all the 
paffages in which that writer 
makes any mention of himfelf 
( 9). He came to Romc^ while 
L. Verus was making war upon 
the Partkians in the Eaft, being 
at that time thirty-two or thirty- 
three years old ( 1 ). He ftaid in 
Rome about three years, and then 
returned to bis own country 2 
whence, three or four years after, 
he was invited into Italy by M. 
Aurelius^ that is, about the end 
of the year 169. He refufed to 
attend that prince into Germany, 
and continued at where he is 
fuppofed to have fpent the re- 
maining part of his life. He 
left behind him a great many 
works on different fubjedts, to 
wit, on pbyfic, rhetoric, philo- 
fophy, and fome grammatical 
pieces (2). JonJJius takes the 
treatife on// not to be his, 
becaufe he does not mention it 
among his other works (3). The 
fame writer maintains the bijlory 
of the philojofhers, aferibed to 
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hJuveU- SfiVERXJS was fucteeded by his two fons Bajftanus and 
id h GetOy whom he had invefted with the fovereign power, du- 
ring 

Galen f to be nothing elfe bat the wrote feveral Greek poems. Pi- 
five books of Plutarch upon the fander^ who, in the reign of the 
epinions of pbilo/ophers (4). Some einperor Alexander, wrote fome 
find fiiult with Galen for decry- hiuories, or rather fables, in 
ing all thofe of his profeffion, Greek verfe, was his fon. Her- 
who in his time were in any re- mocrates the fophift would have 
pute at Pome (5). Diogenes La- proved the moft eloquent orator 
eriius, the author of the lives of of his age, had he had time to 
the philofophers, comprifed in > improve his extraordinary ta- 
ten books, flourifhed, according lents ; but he died in the twenty- 
to Vojpusy under Antoninus , Pius ; eightlryear of his age. Senjerus 
' but, according to JonJ[fius,w\icA& often heard him, and with great 
conjeftures feem to tis better pleafure. The emperor obliged 
grounded, under 6). He him, while he was in the 

was a native, as Jonjfius conje- to marry the daughter of the fo- 
£lures, of Laertes, a fmall city phifi Antipater ; but he divorced 
of Cilicia, and thence took the her foon after (i). Julius T/- 
furname of Laertius, After he tianus, the father of the orator 
had taken great pains to inform of the fame name, who was pre- 
himfelf of the diferent tenets of ceptor to the fon 6f Maximinus, 
the various feds of philofophers, about the year 235. publifhed 
he embraced the woril of all, many pieces mightily extolled by * 
that is, the Epicurean. His the antients ; and, among the 
work is greatly efteemed by the rell, a defeription of all the pro- 
learned, but in many places vinces of the empire ; and a 
firangely corrupted. Cafaubon book of letters, in which he 
aferibes many of the faults, which imitated the ftile of Cicero ; for 
are to be found in the work, to he had an extraordinary talent in 
the author himfelf, who, accord- imitating the different ffiles of 
ing to him, wanted either memo- authors, and was thence called 
ry, judgment, or time, to di- the ape of bis time (2). C.Ju- 
geft the materials which ho had lith Solinus, whofe defeription of 
colleftcd (7). Before he wrote the earth, under the title of ?u- 
the lives of the philofophers, he lyhifior, has reached us, flou- 
publifhed a great number of epi- rifhed, according to fome writers, 
grams in all kinds of veries, under Zeverus ; but'others, with 
which he ililed pammetra, that VoJJius, are quite atalofs about 
is, all forts of meafures (8). He- the time in which that author 
fior, a native of Laranda in Ly- wrote* All we know for ccr- 
edbnia, fiouriihed, according to tain is, that he lived after Pliny 
Suidas (9), Sever us, and the elder, an<l before St. Jerom ; 

( 4 ^ >•?/, iih. iii. f. 12, (5) Salmaf. not. in Spurt, p. 731. 

(6) Jonf. ibid. (7) Diag. Laert. not. Cajauhn. p. iS. (8) Hiji. 

Crac. /. ii. r. 13. (9) Suid. p. 2U. Fbilofirat. fopb. 51. 

ta) yaf Lft. Lat. I li. c. i. \ ^ d J'T 


that 
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ing his Jife-time, and by his laft will appointed to nigp/oHs Cara- 
jointly after his death. The former, commonly known bycallaW 
the nickname of Caracaiia^ a GauUJh word for a kind of Gcta. 
caflbck ufed in GauU and by him firit introduced among the 
Romans^ gave, in his infancy, many inftances of an extra- ^' 7 - 
ordinary Iweet and mild temper; but, as he grew up, 
doned himfelf to all manner of cruelty, and proved in the end 
a nioft inhuman and bloody tyrant ; whereas the latter, who 
in his tender years feemed no lefs void of humanity than his 
father, changed, we may fay, by degrees, his temper, and 
became, in regard of his affability, moderation, and com* 
plaifance towards all, the darling both of the people and foldiery. 

They fliewed, from their childhood, an utter averfion from 
each other, and woft rfiontinually quarreling, even in their 
common fports and diverfions. This natural antipathy in- 
creafed as they grew ik years, notwi^ftanding all the in- 
treaties, rebukes, and exhortations, both of their father, and 

that is, after the firft century, of the philofopher Euphrates (7). 
and before the end of the fourth But, if he was as good as his 
(3). Dodwell obferves, that no word, that performance has not 
author quotes him before the reached us. He was, according 
fourth centufy ; and concludes, to Eufebtus, a native of Athens^ 
from fome conjeAures, that he and the fon of Philojiratus VeruSy 
flourifhed after Cenforinusy who who publifhed a great many 
wrote in the year 238 (4). His works, and, among the reft, one 
work is, for the moft part, co- again!! the fophift (8). 
pied, and not very judicioufly, Befides the lifeof Apollonius, Phi* 
from other writers, efpccially loftratus wrote four books of 
from Pliny the elder. Under piaures, or deferiptions, a trea- 
Se<uerus flouriihed Philofiratm, tife on heroes, letters on friend- 
author of the life of Apollonius fhip, and the lives of the fophifts 
Tyanaus ; which work he under- in four books. All thefc works 
took at the requeft of the emprefs have reached our times. Under 
Juluty the wife of Severus, Pho- Se^erus lived two other writers 
tius commends the elegance and of the fame name, to wit, Phtla* 
foftnefs of his ftile ; but thinks ftratus the fon of Nervianus, to 
his conftruAon not always agree- whom fome writers aferibe the 
able to the rules of graixftnar ( 5 ). lives of the fophifts ; and Philo* 

We have (hewn, in the preceding firatusy a native of Lemnos, who 
part of this volume, how Iktle wrote fome deferiptions: ofthefe, 
credit Ips life of Apollonius de- the former was g'rcat-nephew, 
lews f 61 . In that hiftory he and the latter grandfon by the 
promifes to dear hjls hero, in an- mother, to the author of the life 
Shcr work, iroai the afperfions of Apollonius (9). 


(\) Voir, bifi, Lat, /. iii. p* 710, 721 Dojl, opfeni. ad dijfert. 

Cvprian. c. 15. (s) Pbot. c, 44. (fi) See btfare, p, 100, (A), 

{7) Philoj, vit. Apoll. /. i. f, 10. ( 3 ) Eufeb, in liter, p, 435. Ca- 

Jmi. in Sfau. f. 30. ^ ^ 
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their preceptor Antipater^ who were continually laying before 
them the many evils that mull necelTarily attend the divifion 
and difagreement of brothers. But all to no purpofe ; for Se- 
verus> no fooner expired, than Caracalla ilrove to have his 
brother excluded, by the officers of the army, from any (hare 
in the fovereignty ; but, the foldiers protclling, that they would 
equally obey both the Tons of Severus^ iince he had appointed 
both to fuccecd him, he was forced to acknowlege his brother 
partner in the empire, and fulFer the foldiers to take the ufua! 
oaih of allegiance to each. 

After this Caracalla led his army towards the borders of 
the Micata and Caledonians^ who had begun hoftilities anew ; 
Caracalla but, inHead of attacking thofe ivarlike pations, he concluded 
toncludeiaz, treaty with them, withdrew his meh from the forts eredled 
fitameful in their country, and reftored to them the lands which Severus 
treaty obliged them to ^ield to him *. Before he left Britain^ 

tiuith the jjg difeharged Papinian^ captain of the guards j caufed Cajior^ 
Britons, ]jjg father’s chamberlain, and chief favourite, to be put to 
death, together with Evodius^ another of the deceaftd empe* 
ror’s freedmen, and formerly his own preceptor 5 and di- 
fpatched alTaffins into Italy^ to murder Plautilla^ who had 
been his wife, Plautris her brother, and a celebrated cha- 
rioteer, of the fadtioii in the circus oppofite to that which he 
favoured ^ (R). Such was the beginning of the reign of Ca^ 
racalla. The two brothers left Britain about the middle of 
the fummer, and fet out for Rome with their mother Julia^ 
Mifunder and the aihes of their deceafed father. Caracalla attempted 
fianding on the road to murder his brother Geta $ which attempt in- 
between creafed their mutual animofities and jealoufies to fuch a de- 
the tnvo gree, that thenceforth they both marched with their feparate 
brotbtrs, guards, and with no lefs warinefs than if they bad been in an 
enemy’s country, lodging conftantly in different houfes, and 
carefully watching the motions of pach other, 
ney are TheV were received with great folemnity at Rome^ where 
received at ihcy performed with e>ttraordinary pomp the obfequies of 
Rome their father, and then withdrew to the palace, which they di- 

v ^ t 

2 Dio, I- Ixxviii. p. 882, .& feq. Carac. & Get.vit. p. 87^ 8 c 
. gj, ■ Dio, 1 . Ixxvii. p. 870. & 1 . Ixxvi. p. 867. 

‘(R) Herodian tells us, that, deceafed emperor's friends, efpe- 
before he left Brhain, he di- cially fuch endeavoured to 
fpacched, under various pretences, promote a good underllanding 
the phyficians who had refufed between him and his brother 
|o poifonhis father, and all the (1). 


Y»4e4 


(i) He'oJ» L iii. f, s^8, 
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vided into two ; for it was larger, if Herodian is to be ere- •uiUbgrt^^ 
dited, than any city in the whole empire, except Rome, This filemnity, 
divifion between the two princes rent the whole city, nay, and 
the emp-re, into fadions ; infomuch that, to avoid the many 
inconveniences and dUbrders thence arifing, a divifion of the 
empire was propofed. To this expedient they both hearkened ; 

Gcta,, who loved a quiet life, declaring, that, if Caracalla 
would but yield to him Afia and Egypt,, he would retire to 
Antioch or Alexandria, and leave him in quiet poiTenion of 
the reft of the empire. But this fcheme was defeated by their 
mother Julia throwing herfelf at their feet, and begging, 
with many tears, that they would divide her, too, betweeA 
them^. Towards ^eclo{et>f this year, Caracalla attempted 
anew to murder Ris 4 )rother, during the feaft of Saturn ; 
which occafioned almoft an open war between the two princes, 
and a great deal of bloodfhcd <=. * 

The following year, when the two brothers Julius and 
Cat us Afper were confuls, Caracalla, unalterably fixed in his 
wicked purpofe of deftroying his brother, and ruling alone, 
but hading him guarded both againft poifon, and open force, 
pretended a defire of being reconciled with him, and, by means 
of their common mother Julia, invited him to an interview 
in her chamber. Geta seadily accepted the invitation, and re- 
paired, without guards, to the appointed place, not fufpeft- 
ing the leaft treachery in a propofal which came from his mo- 
ther, who loved him with great tendernefs. But he had no Qeta mur- 
fooncr entered her chamber, than fome centurions, whom deredin the 
Caracalla had found means to convey privately into an adjoin- 
ing room, rufhing in, fword in hscnd, fell upon Geta, and di- 
patched him, with many wounds, in his mother’s arms, who, ^ 
in endeavouring to fave him, was wounded in the hand ^ (S). / 

Such was the end of this unhappy prince, after he had lived 
twenty-two years, and nine months, and reigned, from the 2,2. 
death of his father, one year, and twenty-three days : for his Qf Rome 
father died on the fourth of February of the year 21 1. and he ^60. 
was killed the year following, on the twenty- feventh of the 
fame month®. He,no fooner expired, ihdxi Caracalla, leav- 

Herodian. lib. iii. p. 539—543. Dio, lib. Ixxvii. p. 871. 

< Dio, ibid. Herod, lib. iii. p. 543. * VitT 

Gct,*p. 91. • 

(S) Caracalta himfelf Teems to wards confecrated, in the temple 
have imbrued his hands in the of Serafiit, the fword with which 
blood of his brother s for D/0 be had murdered him (2). 

Qajpus tells ^s, that he after- 

(2) Die, f* SS''. 

Y 4 


ing 



328 


The Roman B. IlL 

ing the palace with great hafte and precipitation, flew thro* 

« the city to the camp of the praetorian guards, pretending great 
fear and difmay, and crying out aloud, that his life was in 
danger; that a bloody confpiracy had been formed againft 
him ; that he muft have fallen a vidim to the rage of his ene- 
mies*, had not his innocence prote^ed him. Upon his arrival 
in the camp, he went (trait to the place where the enligns 
and banners wdre kept, which was a kind of temple and afy- 
lum ; and there throwing himfelf upon the ground, returned 
thanks to the gods for delivering him from fo great and immi- 
nent a danger. 

. To thcloldiers whocrouded about him, he exprefled him- 
felf with the fame ambiguity ; Bvt by degrees let them know, 
that he was foie fovereign, and in a coa'liUon to bellow upon 
Caracalla them what wealth and honours he pleafed ; and chat they might 
gfj”f immediately feel the e^ecSls of his generofity, which, he faid, 
was no longer checked or retrained, he doubled their pay, al- 
ready very high, and added a largefs of two thoufand five hun- 
dred drachmas a man, which he gave them leave to take that 
inftant out of the public treafury. Thus was the exchequer, 
which his father had, by innumerable murders, and unjuft con- 
fifeations, been filling /or the fpace of eighteen yea v^, emptied 
in one day. Carticalla^ having, by this extravagant largefs, 
fccured the affedtions of the foldicry, told them in the end, that 
his brother Gcia had attempted to murder him, but had loft his 
life in the attempt. Hereupon Caracalla wasfaluted foie em- 
peror by the whole army, and the unhappy Geta declared a 
traitor, and a public enemy ^ There was at this time an- 
other camp in the neighbouihood of Mba^ now Aihano^ where 
the murder of Geta was highly refenied ; but Caracalla^ hafl- 
cning thither, foon appeafed them, by cx.iggcrating to them, 
the pretended treachery of his brother, and promifing them an 
immenfe donative. Caracalla paiTed that night in the camp 
of the prstorian guards, and the next day went to the fenatc, 
with a cuirafs under his robes, guarded by all his troops, fome 
of whom he even placed among the fenators, to be ready in 
cafe any of them fhould attempt to revenge the death of Geta. 
Ilis fpeech His fpeech turned upon the wicked defigns of Gethy whom, 
in the fe- he faid, he had (lain unwillingly in his own defence, Icflening 
fiate. heinoufnefs of his crime by the example of Romulus^ and 

other,s, who had revenged with death injuries offered them 
by their brothers. In withdrawing from the fenate, he pro- 
nounced aloud the following words : give l^ve to all thofe 

who are in banifhment, to return home ; 1 except none, 

* Dio, p. 872. Herod, lib. iv. p. 544. Vit. Get. p. 91* & 
Carac. p* 86. 

“ by 


Joiatery 
nuith an 
immenfe 
largefs. 
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by what crimes foever they may have derer\red that punifli- 
“ mcfit 

From the fenate he returned to the palace, leaning upon 
Paptnian and Chib j whence he caufed the body of his de- Perform 
ceafed brother to be with great pomp conveyed to the tomb of ^Ve- 
the Septimian family on the Jppian way ; and, when the {m- quits of his 
neral ceremonies were over, prevailed upon th^ fenate to rank brother^ 
him, with the ufual folemnity, among the go^s Finding, 
upon bis return to the palace, his mother Julia^ bewailing 
with other women the death of her fon, tranfported with rage, ^ 
he was at firft for putting them ail to death ; but in the end 
got the better of hb pailion, ^nd even flicwed great kindnefs^ 
to Juliay ordering the famedionours to be paid to her as to 
himfelf (T). Amoiigmany illuftrious perfons, whom the Several 
human tyrant facrificed to his rage and jealoufy, as the friends Hlf^rious 
of Geta^ no one was more univerfaJIj'f or more defervedJy, 
regretted, than the celebrated Paptnian^ the greatell civilian, 
in the opinion of Zojinms ^ and Cujas that ever was, or ever 
will be. As Sever us had recommended chiefly to him his two 
fons, he fpared no pains to reconcile them, and often defeated 
the wicked attempt^ of Caracalla ; on which account he was 
by him reclgoned among the friends of Ge/a, Bcfides, the ty- 
rant defiring him, after the murder of his brother, to compofe 
a fpcech for him, excufing the crime, which he dcfigned to 
pronounce in the fenate, Papinian^ whofe love for juftice, to 


® Vit. Car. p. 86. ** Idem ibid. & Get. vit. p. 91, 92. 

* Zos. 1 . i. p. 637. Cuj. in cod. Theod. 


(T) Spartian, and feme other 
writers, pretend, that (he gained 
his favour by facri (icing to him 
what ought to have been dearer 
to her than her life. But nei- 
ther Herodian nor Dio CaJJIus 
charge Julia ox'Caracalla with 
any fuch crime ; and thofe who 
do, fuppofe Julia to haVe been 
only ftepmother to Caracalla, 
which is now by all writers 
agreed to be a grofs miftake. We 
are tola, that Caracalla^ on 
hearing the name,^ or beholding 
the images or ilatues, of Geta^ 
ufed to burft into tears ; but this 
aiFeflcd grief did not prevent his 


maflacring, without diftinflion of 
{ex, age, or quality, all the 
friends of Geta ( 3 ). Dio Caf 
Jius writes, that he began this 
general niaflkcre by ordering all 
his domellics, to the number of 
twenty thoufand perfons, to be 
inhumanly, butchered. It was 
death to utter his name ; info- 
much that no one durfl; ufe it 
thenceforth, even on the ftage, 
where it was commonly giveu to 
flaves. He likewife ordered all 
the money Vitii his name to be 
melted down, and the infciiptions 
erafed. 




($) Get, vit, p, 92, ilircd, ji^ p. 546. 
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ufe the exprelfion of Zojimus^ was equal to his knowlege of it* 
anfwered with great firmnefs. It is not fo eafy a thing to juflify 
a parricide^ as to commit it ; and it is a fecond parricide to de^ 
*The death fame^an innocent perfon^ after having taken away his life. The 
of Papi. emperor, provoked at this^anfwer, ordered bis head to be im- 
nian, mediately ftruck ofF,and likewife his Ton’s, who was then quse- 
ftor, and had but three days before exhibited moil magnificent 
fports *. L. Fabitts Chilo^ another oi^everus^% great favourites, 
for whom Caracalla himfelf had a particular efleem (for he 
ufed to ilile him his true friend, his benefadlor, his father), 
was in the next place doomed to deftrudlion, for having, toge- 
ther with Papinian, endeavoufqd by all means to promote 
union and concord between the two brpihjcrs. A tribune was 
Tent with a band of feldiers to feize nim iii his houfe, drag 
him to the palace, aq{l there butcher him in the prefence of 
the emperor. But the people, and the city-guards, whom 
Chilo had commanded while governor of Rome^ moved with 
companion at feeing a perfon of his rank thus ignominioufly 
treated by the inful ting foldicry, like a common malefa^lor, 
refeued him out of their hands, uttering dreadful menaces 
againft the authors of^ fuch outrages ; which fo frightened Ca^ 
racalluy that he declared he had given no fuch orders ; and, to 
appeafe the multitude, caufed both the tribune and foldiers ta 
be immediately put to death 

He fpared Ch'ilo^ but vented his rage without con troul upon 
andof fe- many other illuftrious perfons, both of the fcnatorial and eque- 
veral ilrian order, not pardoning any for whom either his father or 

others, brother had ever Ihcwn the leall kiiidnefs or cileem. Among 

thefe unhappy vidlims were, a daughter of the emperor M, Au- 
relius ^ whom the other emperors had treated with the utmofl 
refpedl, but Caracalla ordered to be flrangled, for fhedding a 
few tears, when news were brought her of the death of Geta i 
Septimius Severus Afer,^ the fon of Geta<i brother to the late 
emperor Severus^ to whom Caracalla had fent, the day before, 
a difh from his own table, as a token of his friendfhip ; Pom- 
peianusj who had been twice conful, had commanded armies 
in feveral wars, and was grandfon to the*'cmperor M, Aurelius, 
by the emprefs Lucilla ; Helvius Pertinax, fon to the emperor 
of that name, and therefore greatly beloved by the people, 
and no lefs hated by the jealous tyrant, whom he had likewife 
provoked with a fatirical jeft ; for, when the titles of Parthi- 
cus and Sarmaticus were decreed to him by the fenatc, Perti- 
nax moved, that the furname of Geticus might be added to 
the other two, alluding not fo much to the viSory which Ca- 

J Vit. Car. p. BS. Dio in excerpt. Val. p. 742.. 

Car. p. Bb, Dio, 1 , Ixxvii, p. 872. 


Vit. 

racalU 
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racalla pretended to have gained over the as to the mur- 
der of his brother Gcta Some of Geta'% enemies fared to 
better tlfan his friends ; but the death of no man occafioned 
greater furprize in the city, than that of Latus^ one of Ca“ 
racalla*s moA: intimate friends, and the firft who had advifed 
him to difpatch his brother. HcAiid not even fpare the Veflal 
virgins, fome of whom he ordered to be Wrangled for having 
bewailed the death of Geta, In {hort, no fex, rank, or age, 
cfcaped his cruelty. 

The people be loaded with taxes in all the provinces of the 
empire, and at Rome caufed great numbers of them to be ^\i\people<wtth 
to death, fometimes out of revenge, and fometimes only for 
his diverfion ; for 1^ delighted in nothing fo much as in feats 
of cruelty, and in“bldbdfied (U). No prince ever employed 
more iniquitous means of railing money than Caracallay or 
fquandered it away with more prodigaAty. He often ufed to 
fay, that money ought not to be lodged in private bands, but 
only in the prince’s. Purfuant to his maxim, he impoverilhed 
his fubjedls in all the provinces of the empire, loading them 
with exceffive impofts and taxes ; for which, as well as for his 
extravagant expences, when his mother took the liberty to 
blame him^ he, like a true tyrant, (hewdd her his naked fword, 
faying, As long as I have thisj J Jhall never want (W). Ca^ 

racalla 


" Vit. Car. p. 87. 


(U) The people having one 
day raillied, at the Circenjum 
games, a charioteer whom he 
favoured, he commanded his 
'guards to ruih in among the mul> 
titude, and put all the delinquents 
to the fword ; but, as the foldicrs 
could not in fo great a croud di- 
ilinguilh them from the reft, they 
fell indifferently upon all, fword 
in hand, and made a dreadful ha- 
vock of the difarmed multitude, 
iparing only fuch as had money 
enough about them to redeem 
theirdives (4). 

(W) However, he gave away 
fuch immenfe fums, moflly to 
perfons who leaft of all deferved 
(hem, to wit, to his guards, buf- 


foons, players, gladiators, cha- 
rioteers, freedmen, fsfr. that be 
was in the end obliged to coin 
falfe money, which he fpent at 
home, while he employed what 
true gold and filver he could ex- 
tort from his fubjefls, in keeping 
the barbarians quiet, who were 
conHantly threatening him with 
war (5). He Ihewed on all 
occafions theutmoft contempt for 
the fenate, Intirely negJefted the 
adminiftration of juftice, took no 
care of the provinces, and raifed 
to the higbell employment the 
meaneil;, gnd in every refpedt the 
moftinfomous and unworthy ,per* 
fons of the empire. Thus he 
gave the government of Rome to 


(4) Herod, /, iv, />. 546, (5; J)h tn excerpt. Val p. 758. @/. Jxxvii. 

I « 75 » 

Ml 
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Decl^ef racalla was author of the famous law declaring all the free fub- 
allthefuh^ je£l:s of the empire Roman citizens. This conftitution is com- 
jeds of the inonly afcribed to M. Aurelius ; but that it was publilned not 
empire )^0’ by that prin.'e, but by Caracalla^ we arc told in exprefs terms 
man citi~ by 2)^ Cajjius who^»* authority is of far greater weight with 
us, than that of Aurelius Vi^or^ who was, as we conjecture, 
led into that miftake by the words of Ulpiarty afcribing the 
above-mentioned law to 'Anioni''iiii j though from the context 
it is manifeft, that Ulpian fpeaks in that place of Antoninus 
Caracallay and not of Af. Aurelius Antoninus, St. Chryfojiom^ 
whom fome writers have followed, fuppofes Adrian to have 
been the author of this law X^^ugh the name and privi- 
leges of Roman citizens were by this conftitution made com- 
mon to all the fubjeCb of the empire, yet •■the antient diftin- 
Clion of colonies^ of Latin^ municipal^ and free cities, fubhfted 
hmg after, as appears from the Theodofian code r and digefls K 
But to clear up this difficulty, which has puzzled the l^ft ci- 
vilians, is not the province of an hiftorian. 

Caracalla, finding himfelf generally hated at Rome^ 
on account of his cruelcies, refolved to leave the city, and 
vifit, after the example of Adrian^ all the provinces of the 
empire. Purfuant to t*^is refolution, having in th^ third year 
of his reign taken upon him his iourth confulQiip, and named 
4 Dccini Coiliiis Balhiniis^ afterwards emperor, for his collegue, 

Uh cruel- be fee out for Gmd^ where he caufed the proconful of the pro- 
ties in viticc of Narhonne to be put to death, and made fuch havock 
Gaul. ^,f j|,e people, that he was more hated and abhorred there, 
than he hnd ever been at Rome, He did not even fparc the 
phyficians, who had taken care of him during a dangerous ma- 
lady, witii which he was feized 5 but, upon his recovery, 

^ Dio in excerpt. Val. p. 755. p Digeit. i. t. 5. 

1, xvii. Chrys. inadl. apoft. horn, xlviif. r Cod. 

th. 2. t. 21. p. 189, 190. l.iv. t. 9. J. hi. p. 370. * Digeft. 

50. t. 15. 1. i. p. 19ZI. & 1. viii. p. 1923. 

an eunuch named Sempronius, Epagatbusy another manumitted 
who was by birth an Iberiatty by flave, bore likewife' great fway 
profciTion n poifoner and magi- at court, and, with the other 
cian, who been banifhed by two, ruled and controuled both 
his f9ther Sever us, and confined the empire and emperor, fetting 
to a defert lAand. He appointed all things to fale, offices, pro- 
one Tbeoaitus captain of the vinces, public ^revenues, public 
guards, who had been hrft a juilice, and the lives of men, both 
Have, and afterwards a dancing- innocent and guilty (6). 
maftcr and ftage-playcr. One 


(^) Dig, /. 'kxvi' J?-*!* 


taufed 



333 


C. XXII. W? Roman Hifiory. 

caufed them to be put to death In the beginning of the fol** 
lowing year^ when Mejfala and Sabinus were conCuls, he re- 
turned to Romcy bringing with him an incrediblt: quantity of 
habits made after the Gaulijh fafhion, which he wore himfclf, 
diftributed among the people, and would fufFer none to wait 
upon him but in that drefs ^ His ftay at Rome was very 
fhort ; for this very year the Catti, the Jlemanniy whom we 
find now mentioned for the firft time in hiftory, and feveral 
other German nations, taking up arms, began to make in- 
roads into the dominions (Y)^ Caracalla His expedl- 

marched againft them, but in that expedition approved himfelf "- 
a better foldier than commander, Hje 

For, though he behavgd with great courage, and 
challenged the brau«?fl:/)f the enemy to a fingle combat ; yet, Alemanni, 
for want of condudl, he was obliged to purchafe a peace with Buys a 
vaft fums, and the liberty of retiring jyith fafety into the Ro- peace, 
man dominions " (Z). It was no fooner know'n in Germany^ Yc2lt of 
that he had bought a peace of the Catti and Alemanni^ than the flood 
all the nations inhabiting that extenfive country flew to arms, 
threatening him with adeftrudlive war, unlcfs with them too he ^-hrift 
(hared his treafures ; which he did accordingly, P»yi«^thcm ^* 3 * 
yearly penfions, and by that means re^lucing himfelf to fuch 
ftreightSjtnat he was obliged, as we have hinted above, to coin . ^ ^ 

falfc money. When he received the deputies ol the barba- 
rians, he fufFcred no one to be prefent except the intcrpietcrs, 

* Vit. Carac, p. 87. “ Dio, 1 . Ixxvii. p. 876. 

(X) From this habit, the cm- iirto an alliance with the Catti^ 
peror was nicknamed Caracaila whom we have frequently men- 
or Caracnllus ; for fuch was its tinned in the foregoing reigns, 

Gaulijh Ti^m^ (7). Hence Sea- and made daily incurfions into 
iiger derives, how rightly we the territories. 

leave the reader to judge, the (Z) Having afked fome wo- 
word cajjocky tlic caracalla being men, whom he had taken m the 
a kind of callbck. At Rome it countries of the Catti and Ale- 
Was called from mamn, which they chofe, to be 

toninusy which vvas^ Que of the fold for (laves, or put to death, 
emperor’s names. they all preferred death to 11a- 

(Y) The Ahmnmii inhabited very. The emperor neverthe- 
at this time the prefent duchy of lefs ordered them to be fold ; bat 
Virtbnhergy and were, a: ap- they all laid violent harida on 
pearr from their name, a mixed themfclvt;^, and fome of them 
multitude of alfthe neighbouring after having put to death their 
nations (8). They had entered children (9). 

(7) D/tf, /. Ixxvii. />. 890. p. 72* Eufeb. chnn. p. 250. I'S) Vor- 

burg. htfl. Rom. Ger. p. 473. ^ Buch. Belg, L vi. c, 7. (9) Dio in 

cenpt, Val. p. 749, 750. 

8 


whom 
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Tirhom he caufed to be immediately put to death, left they 
Ihould divulge what had pafTed. However, the barbarians 
themfelves, when he was murdered, owned, that he had en- 
couraged them to invade Italy ^ in cafe any misfortune (hould 
befal him, and to march ftrait to Rome^ which, he faid, they 
might take with great cafe During his ftay in Germany^ 
he caufed Gaiohamarus king ®f the ^adi to be treacheroufly 
murdered ; and, having ordered all the youth of Noricum to 
take arms, and join him, he commanded his troops, on what 
provocation we know not, to put them all to the fword 
For his pretended viftories over the AUmanni^ he took the 
title of Germanicus and Alemannicus r. 

In the fifth year of his reign, when Latus was conful the 
fecond time with Cerealts^ CarcKalloy leaving Germany^ led 
his army into Dacia \ where he gained^forlie fmall advantages 
over the Geta^ and then purfued his march through Thrace to 
the Hellefpmty which fie crofted, not without danger of being 
He paffes fhipwrecked ; and, arriving m Afta^ h^ftened to Pergamus^ 
9^er int» hoping to be delivered by the god JF.fculapius^ worfhiped in 
-Afia. that city, fiom all the maladies, fays Herodian^ both of his 
mind ; but the god, continues that hiftorian, was 
the flood to his prayers ; fo that he left Pergamut^ after having 
nfCh 'a many privileges, as if he defignal to bribe 

™ the deity ; and purfued his journey to Ilium^ where he viewed 
Of^Rome remains of antient Troyy and vifited the tomb of Achilles^ 
6, paying extraordinary honours to the memory of that hero, 
though an implacable enemy to the Trojans^ from whom the 
Romans pretended to derive their origin. From Ilium he went 
to Nicomedia^ where he fpent the winter. In that city he 
invited Dio Cajjius to fup with him, during the feaft of Sa^ 
turn ; for he onliged moft of the fenators to attend him in all 
his journeys, to defray his traveling chaigcs, and to build in 
the cities, where he pafted the winter, theatres, circus’s, anil 
amphitheatres, for public fports (A). 

The 


Dio, L Ixxviii. p. 891. 

& 754. y Car. vit. p. 89. 
* Dio, 1 . Ixxviii. p. 883, 884. 

(A) Hillorians obferve, that, 
to gzin the aiFe^ions of the fo- 
reign nations, he dreftejd after the 
manner of the countries through 
which he pafted : thus in Grr- 
many he aftumed the German 
habit, and chofe fuch of the 
German foldicrs as were moA 


* Idem in excerpt. Val. p, 749, 
GoLTS.p, 9^. Eirao. p. 293^ 

ftrong and aftive, for his guard. 
When he entered Macedon/'from 
a German he became a Macedo- 
nian in habit Und behaviour. 
For, pretenaing to be a great 
admirer of Alexander, he adopt- 
ed, not only the habit in which 
that conqueror was reprefented, 
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The following year, when C. Atius Sabinus was conTul 
the fecond time, with Cornelius AnulVinns^ Caracalla^ leaving 
Nicomedia after the fourth of April (for he celebrated his 
birth-day there), crolTcd Bithynia^ Afia\ and the other pro- 
vinces, on his journey to Antioch^ in vi^hich city he was re- Arrives 
ceived with extraordinary pomp. During his Hay there, he at Anti- 
wrote to the fenatc, that he was well apprifed they did not ocb. 
approve of his condudi ; but fo long as he had an army at his / 
command, he neither valued their reproaches, nor feared 
their hatred He was very defirous of picking a quarrel 
with the Partbiansy who were involved in a civil war, 
occafioned by the ambition of the two fons of the late king 
Vologejes ; but they complying with all his demands, he poft- 
poned his intended expeditioii againft them, and bent his mind 
on the redudlion and Armenia^ though the kings 

of thefe two countries lived in perfed amity with the Romans, 

However, Caracalla^ having inviteeb them to Antioch^ as 
friends and allies of the Roman people, caufed them to be ar- He trea* 
refted there, and imprifoned, without the leaft colour or pre- cheroupy 
tence for fo doing. Hereupon Ofrboene immediately fub* fei^s and 
mitted, and was, according to fome writers, reduced to a impri/oas 
Roman province 5 though others maintain, that it was long the kings 
after governed by its own princes b. AH wc know for certain OfrKo- 
is, that Caracalia cHablifhed a Roman colony at EdeJfctj the 
capital of Ofihoene^\ and that, in the fourth century, the 
whole country was fubjedl to the Romans, The Armenians^ 
notwithftanding the captivity of their king, made a vigorous 
refiftance ; gave a total overthrow to ^Theocritus the comedian, 
who was fent againft them at the head of a numerous army ; 
baffled all the efforts of Caracalia ; and maintained themfelves 
in poffeffion of their antient liberties 


* Dio, 1 . Ixxvii. p. 879. Her 
Spanh. 1 . ii. p. 86. Sc Syncll, p. 
p. 775. Dio, 1 . Ixxvii. p. 

but his air and mien, affefiing 
an awful and threatening coun • 
tenancCjiP and bending Ins head 
fomewhat to one fide. He or- 
dered feveral flatues to bt fet up 
in Rome, to the honour of that 
hero ; and, among the rell, 
fome with two ^ce.s, one refem' 
bling Alexander, and the ocher 
himfelf. He ordered hiinfelf to 
be Alexander, and Antoninus 
the Great, called a fquadron of 


OD. 1 . iv. p. 5 19. ** Vide 

359. Span.*!. 1. ix. 

875 

his army a phalanx, and gave to 
his officers the names of the 
commanders of Alexander, He 
had no fooner entered Afia, than 
he forgot Alexander, and ftudied 
in all things x.o ssAem'SiQ Acljilles^ 
whofe comb he had vilited. 
Thus he traveled, more like a 
player than an emperor, being 
the laughing-llock of other na- 
tions, and the ffiaine and difgrace 
of his own. 


From 
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♦ From Antioch the emperor proceeded xo Alexandria^ where 
he made a dreadful havock of the inhabitants, being highly' 
provoked againft thena for the many lampoons, which, agreea- 
ble to their fatirical humour, they had publifhed on ocoafion 
Orders a of the death of Geta. He gave private orders to his numerous 
general troops, who were difperfed all over the city,%) fall upon the 
inhabitants in the night-time, to enter and pillage their 
^^^i^^houfcs, and put all to the fword, without diftindlion of fex, 

ae, c, or condition. His cruel orders were executed with 
fuch barbarity, as can hardly be exprefled ; the whole city 
floated in blood ; every hou(e was filled with carcafes j and 
the return of day difeovered in every ftreet the fad monu- 
ments of the mighty butchery ; but the tyrant, not yet fa- 
tiated with blood, commanded tRe (laughter to be continued 
all the day following, that he might Have* the pleafurc of be- 
holding it from the temple of Seraplsy where he had pafled 
the preceding night, imploring, during the general maflfacre, 
the protection of that deity. When the foldiers were tired 
with (laughter, Caracalla wrote to the fenate, acquainting 
liy m, that he had revenged the affronts offered him by the 
Aleyaiidnans j but that it was not neceflary to fpecify the 
number of the dead, nor their condition, fince none had pe- 
riflud but fuch as were guilty. Before he left the city, he 
ftiipped it of all its privileges; fupprefTed thj celebrated af- 
fembly of learned men ; ordered all (irangers, who lived there, 
to abandon the place ; and that fuch as had efcaped the ge- 
neral mafl'acre, who were very few, might not have the fatif- 
faClion of feeing one another, he cut-off all communication 
of one (treet with another, by walls built for that purpofe, 
and guarded by the troops he left there However, as the 
tyrant died foon after, Alexandria fpcedily recovered its for- 
mer fplendor, and continued to be tlie firft city of the em- 
pire after Rcme. 

From Alexandria the emperor returned to Antioch, with a 
defign to make war upon the Pcirthlans^ and, by fome me- 
nioiablc exploit, dtferve the furnamc of Parthicus^ which 
Hts trea- feems to have preferred to all others. In order to have 
cbery to- pretence for declaring war, he fent an embafly t(p Aria^ 

with rich prefents, to dclire his daughter in marriage, 
Farthians. doubting but the Parthian would deny him his requeit ; 

whi^h happened accordingly, Artahanes alleging, th^t his 
daughter, brought up after the Parthian manner, could never 
be reconciled to the cuftoms ot the Ro?na:,s^, Herodian 
writes that, CorataUa perfifting in his demand, Artabanes at 

* Herob- 1 . iv. p. 549. Dio, I. Ixxvii. p. 879, 880. Vit. Car, 

p. 87. ^ Dio, l.lxxviii. p. 896, 


Icno^th 




tho tywitttttik^ v 

rec%t«Eiia. Haivew»tlMf mgiM 
uiAurt Ahet this m 

Caijfte^t the qnifl ^ai^pgifeliq rn i i ii |( |>r ; tmgpA - 

leaving mm 

wimdiml moituvimi of hfs barbarous crudty^ and hm- ^ 
time, m^ce a (B). The empeyqr mumed firoie thb me* 
mmUtt ^^ds^loa m Mdiffii ; wlmcPne wrote boaftbtg let« 
tti»>tothe icfuUe, ^ if be had fubdaed the PartUaHt^ mdi 
lemed all the The ftnatc, though informed of what Bm^U 
hafpaSU, ytt dceieed htm e trinoif^, and the title of JV- y^. 
which, a'we all, he feemed to covet K 
Tan fpllowing. jaar, when C. ^notius Prafins and 
M€ffik$ were confufai a bloody doom at bii|gcfe f^arthicui. 

ovefioek Jut mmof blood. He had often nuHied as a coward^ 
and ttam^nci^ death, Mavrnms captain of the eaatds ^ 
hejSd«k^ 'ahcmt tgae a foothfoyei; declamd pablicif in 4 

tlmt Mmkm^ and hk Ion Dindummut^ were de* 4 im in 
ftuied to the eMlpk^ Hereupon the footh&yer was imme- fimnr 9/ 

^ Macrinus, 

* ffcaop. 1. hr. p, 551—553. ** I>io, L ImilL p. 881. 

HaaoD. p. 553. ^ 


(B) Thus HwvdAw. ^tkiDi9 
C^ui writes, that Caracoik^ 
npSi the ParthiMH king's rcfofiiq^ 
him his daughter, enteM hit 
domink^ Without any fertile 
dedamkmofwari ravaged great 
l>artof3M^dt«i d e fl reycd feveral 
dtiee $ took Mtk 1 and there 
ffemolv|hcd«ketcMnh»ef thePar- 
tkmt osoueschf, iolhltiiig ibeir 
imakis In a moft oamigeeus 

CtJ A hunrin SSi. 

Vot. XV. 


manner. The feme writer adds, 
that as the irruption was fudden 
and nnexpeded, he no*where 
met with the lead oppofition, or 
even fkw thefue of an enemy 
( I )« SpartiM, indeed, fpedcs of 
a tnmaUiiaty eagigieioaeitt be- 
tween thePartbim and Pmnnt» 
in wkkb CmrMlla let bole wild 
beaib agaiaft the enemy (a). 


(i) Ptf. Cgr y. * 7 . 



sit' 

« di4t9ly Tetk to R^mi to ref^M «fi 4 the 

iai)tie tbi^ before t^iAn 6f 

ivbooi the emperor, As he Vepofed ia him an Uitire^Ahl^Ne^^ 
Kkd injotned to coij^oy sjl pgffibk means, even the deteftable 
fOyilieries of magpie, in order to difcover, erhether any one 
primely afptrad at the empire. JI/e/snwVuAo, thMffaxe, did 
Mt fail to write immediately to the emperor what he' had 
learned of the foothfayer ) but the letter being daUveitd to 
Jylia^ whom Caracalta bad left at AnHock^ with fttil power 
to open and read all his difpatches (for be himfelf w» ftill at 
Sdejpti where fat fhd palTed the winter), Macritnui who at^ 
" tended the emperor, was acquainted with the content! of ir^ 
before Julia could tranfmit it from Antmh to Ed^Jjb* This 
intelligence was conveyed to him by ISpius JuUanus his inti- 
mate triend, who delivered the lettdk to fi courier dilpatchtd 
from Rome ilrait to the court at Edejfa ^ (C). < 
jbeing thus informed before the emperor of what ASatermanMf 
jhad written, and therefore fenfible, that he could not ufe too 
nx)he e 6 H- much difpatch he itomedtately gained, with ^reat promifes, 
fptres tf- two brothers, Aurelius Nemefianus and Aureltus A^UinariSf 
gainft Ca- both ti ibunes ot the guards \ Julius Maritalis^ an exempt, 
lacalla. whom the emperor had provoked, by refuting him the poft 
of a centurion; Martius Agtippa tne admiral' RbattienuSf 
tribune of the fecond legion ; and feveral others ; who put their 
deftgn in execution on the eighth ot April of this year 217* 
while the emperor was going on horfeback with a fmall re- 
tinue from Edejfa to vifit a temple of the Moon at Carrhee\ 
for, being obliged to ftop by the way to eafe nature, and all 
withdrawing, except one of the prince’s domeilics, as he was 
ready to mount again, Martiahs^ loth to let flip that opporcui- 
Caracalla haftily to him, gave him with his dagger fuen aftab 

murdered, ^he throat, that he expiied immediately, and, returning to 
Year of the lefl, mixed with the croud, before they were apprifed of 
the flood what had pafled ; but, when the emperor's death was publicly 
2565. known, a Scythian^ who belonged to the guards, obferving 
Of Chnfl Martialis with a bloody dagger in his hand, which, in that 
confuflon, he had not the precaution to Conceal, and thence 
Of Rome concluding him to be the author of^thc murder, fhot him 
9 ^ 5 - through with an arrow. Caracalla was killed after he had 

< Dio, 1 . Ixxviii. p. 882. ^ Hbrod. 1 . iv. p. 55^. 

(C) Herodiau writes, that a read the letters, and acquaint 
packet being brought to the him with the contents of them 
emperor, while he was bufied in afterwards ; and that Maerinus 
driving a chariot at the public found, among the refl, the letter 
(hews, he ordered MaerinUs to of Matormamu. 


lived 



e 3^X11 . 

ywi} «4 four “? • W f« 

yqwl. tw *<rf foyr4ays» irom jthe death erf hi$ fa* 

the? * (D)« '• - #1^ 


i Dio, p. 891- HiaoD.p. J5^. 


(D) The a«tAw who lived 
oader Qm^aiia, weio, ^ 

iSeoMifMVa;* who wroce a 
great aombw of hooks# which 
were much adeaired by Geta $ 
dod hence Ssmm^nUus was, by 
Car^qffUC% order, murdered, 
while be was at fu^ per, ab a friend, 
to Git0 ( 3). None of his works 
have reached our tiiBA,«except 
ibme h^ks in Lahn verfe on 
pfiyflj^, and a few paiTagrs quoted 
by Ma&oBiitJ oat of a book in 
pfrole, which he infcribed to the 
emperor Stventr ' 4). is 

of opinion, that he publifticd 
fome hiftoncal pieces (5). His 
library confitted of hxty-two 
thoufiidd volontes, which his fon, 
who* bore the ikme name, be- 
queathed toyiiang(?srdi«»,whofc 
preceptor he had been (6 . The 
emperor Alexander is faid to have 
taken great delight in reading 
the works of Horace and Serenus 
SatnmenicuSf with whom he had 
been acquainted (7) s but this 
muft have been the fon. ^Itus 
MoMrus, whom Sparttan quotes 
in reUting the death of Se^vefus 
(8), wrote in the reign of Ca- 
raealUt, being then very old; 
for he had been a Have to Ph/e 
gon, the celebrated frcedinan of 
the emperor Adrian (9)* , ^ 
ranks him among the Latin hi- 
fiorians ; becaufe Sparttan does 
not fay, that he wrote in Greek 
(1), the celebrated Grfri 


pof t# lived under Adim^u thd 
ibn of J[>otmai that is, under 
OaraeaUm^ the fon of JuUa Ihm- 
nat as he himielf informs us (2), 
anrf not under Antoninas the Pbi- 
kfipber^ as we read in the chro- 
mde of tufehiui and St. Jerum 
(3>. He was a native of Ana- 
xarhus^ a town of Cilicia, as 
appears from the (hort account 
of hts lifo, which is prefoced to 
hi'* worky;4) His father being 
bani/hed by Sen>erns to the ifland 
of Malta, or to that of MeUda 
near Ragi^a, Opptan accompa- 
nied him to the place of hts exile, 
and there compofed his poeroi , 
which he afterwards rehearfcd at 
Rome, where they were received 
with extraordinary applaufe, and 
pleafed the emperor Sevtrus to 
inch a degree, that he recalled 
his father from baniftimcnt, and 
rewarded the poet with as many 
pieces of gold as there were vcrles 
in his poenl or the art of fifbing ; 
whence he ufed to call thofe 
verfes, golden nserfet{ 5 ) He in- 
fcribcd that poem to Antoninus^ 
that 11, to Cataealla^ about the 
year 204 according w Scaltger, 
and the other on the chace to the 
fame prince, after the death of 
his father Sevei nr (6) . The lat- 
ter poCm ought to conhft of five 
books as well as the former, tho* 
there arc but four in the Pans 
edition of 1555- and in that of 
PlantiH in 1 597. both which edi- 




( 7 ) Akx. ^ S»,.P. IX. .(») 
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The. Wdfers iminediatek gathered -about the body of the 
deceafed prince^ cdnveyed it to Eie£a^ and procdraedy 
even before they had performed the funeral obfequiea^ to 
ele&ion of a new emperor^ They were in fufoenfe that and 
Opelias die tWo following days ; biit^ on the fourth, the eleventh of 
Macrinus Aprtl^ End the birth-day of Stuerus^ the ^a^torian |;uarda, 
declarei^ who were at Ed^Jfa^ at the inlligation of the tribu^, who 
empervr privy to the contjfiracy of Moertkus^ declaim hiih 

by tbefol- emperor ; for no one, except hh accompliciss, imagined him 
to have been aiw-way acceffory to the death of Caracolla^ 
which they aferiwd to Maftlalh alone, as if he had com- 
mitted the murder out of private padion and revenge. Ma^ 
crinffs pretended at firfl to declfoe fuch an heavy burden 3 but 
was eafily prevailed upon to fubmit to itf;^ diilributed, on that 
occalion, large Turns amongft the foldlery ; made them am- 
ple promifes ; and granted a general pardon to all perfons ac- 
cufed of, or condemned for, crimes of majefty or high- 
trealbn ”* (E). 

1 Die, p- 891. Herod, p. 556. ^ Dio, Lhcxviii. 

p. 893-895. 


tions are evidently imperfe^l. St. 
yerem extols the poem on the 
art of hihing as a wonderful per* 
formaoce (7}. Scaligfr Hiles it 
a divine nuork i bat Sazomenuj, 
not ib lavifh of his praifes, calls 
it only an indifferent poem (8^. 
We Iwn from his life, that, be> 
iides the two above-mentioned 
works, he compofed feveral other 
> admirable poems, as the anony- 
mous author ffiles them (9). He 
tells us himfclf, that he de&rlbed 
in verfe the Parthian war, and 
the taking of Ctejiyhoii^ no doubt 
by Sfverus, He is faid to have 
rectr^ with his father to Jna- 
xarbuSi their na^ve city, and to 
have died there of the pl^ac in 
the flower of his age, being but 
thirty ywrs old ( i ). The inha- 
bitants of Anazarbus^ his coun< 
■ trymen, erected a llatue to him, 
with a pompous infcripticn. 


(E) Herodim wjgtes, that die 
army firfl chofe ^dvfntm^ Ma^ 
crinush collegue in the command 
of the praetorian guards, who 
excufed lumfelf on account of his 
great age (2). But, according 
to Dio Cajpuif jidventuf only’ 
bragged, that, in regard to his 
feniority, he had a better right 
to the empire than Macrihns, de- 
claring, at the fame dme, that 
he willingly yielded it to him (3). 
Adventus was an excellent com- 
mander ; but altogether unqua- 
lified for a flatefman, exceeding 
old, no lefs meanly born than 
Macrinus, and UUtejrate to fuch 
a degred, that he could' not even 
read (4). However; Macrinus 
created him fenator, appointed 
him governor of i^<?aw,^dthc 
following year chofe him for his 
collegue in the confoKhip. . 


(7) Wef, ehm. (8) Soxem. L I. p. 394. (9) Oppran, vit. ' ( j) Bid, 

(%) Herod, /. iv, p. 535. (i) Dm, p, S94, Um ibid. 


As 
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Aflf far new ea^^f^^ O^Uus^ or rather Oj^Z/ju Afacri-* Hit birth 
mtSf he was R native of Cajkm in Ahutitum^ haw J^lgiery and pn- 
psui of a .very rocan dcfcent. Wc arc toldi that many things 
coiicerihfig his birth, his education, and firft employments^ 
wei^ invented by his fuccefibr Htltogahalus^ and, by his orders, 
inlertef^ as truOft in bis life, flence, without taxing notice ' 
of what we rea|d in JuUus Capholinus^ who was &angely 
ipreju^ced agaioft him, we fiiall chiefly follow DhCaj^s^ 
wfcio JoiLriihed under him, and Teems quite free from all per- 
ibnal hatred, and perfonal afl^&ion* According to that wri- 
ter, he was a perfon of a mofi mild and humane temper, 
which gained him the affections both of the people and fol- 
diery, and covered the meannefs of his birth, and firft em- 
ployments. He wSsipretty well verfed in the laws, which 
induced PUtutianus to commit to him the care of his eftate ; 
that is, to appoint him his ftewardi Afterwards Stverus 
charged him with the care of the pofts in Italy ; but Toon after 
banilbed him, for what tranfgreinon we know not, itAoJfrica^ 
where he fupported himfelf with pleading caufes of fmall con- 
fequence. He returned to Rome after the death of Severus^ 
when Caracalla gave him an employcnejpt in the exchequer, 
ki^ which Jie acquitted himfelf fo weU^ that the fame prince 
named him to fucceed the celebrated Papinian in the command 
of the prsetofian guards. His chief province in that office 
was to ^cide caufes with the emperor, or in his name \ which 
he did with great equity, when Caracalla himfelf was not pre- 
fent He married one Nonia Celfa^ a woman of a very 
indifferent chara&er, and had by a fan, born on the nine- 
teenth of September of the year 2 q 8. and commonly called 
by tiu! Itptin hifturians Diadumenas ; but by Dio Ca£ius^ by 
ileroiiaa^ .and in moft infer iptions, Diadumenianus^, with 
the empire be took the names oi Severus and Aurelius^ which 
are ftill to be feen on feveral of his medals P : but on nohe ap- 
pears that of Antoninui i whence we conclude Capitolinus to 
have been miftaken in giving him it. Before he left Edejfa^ 
he caufed the body of Caracalla to be burnt with the ufual 
Iblemnity, and fent bis aihes, iaclofed tn^an urn, to his mo- 
ther ^ulia at Antiolb^ who, not caring to outlive him, efpe- 
cialy after Macrinus had ordered her to leave that city, on 
account of her bitter inve£livcs againft him, and her private 
intrigues, in order to feize the empire for herfelf, abftained 
from all food, apd died ftarved. Her bo<te was fentto Rome^ The death 
and depofited^in the tomb of Caius zxiS Lucius Catfars^ thee/^ Julia. 

^ Dio, 1 . Ixxviii. p. $92, 893. ^ Idem, p. 888, Hsaon. 

Goltz. p. too. ^ Goltz. p. 95, 

% 3 . grandfons 
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giudCsms of Auguftusy and' ffom theace conwyea sIMtva^ 
by her ftfter Mafa to the maufoleum df Adrian % " ^ 

Macrinus was no fooner declared emperor^ than be fckit 
for his fon Diadumcnas^ who was then at Antioch. The fol* 
diers who attended him^ and were intirely addided, to Afa^ 

' cfinusj ^avc bim^ .purfuant So their private inftruflioinSj as It 
were of their own motion^ the title of Cafar ; which| nport 
f ^^rival at J^de^a, was confirmed to him by the whole ar^ 
ft '-*ar. father giving, on'that occafion, another bounty to 

the fuldiery. The new prince did not full to acquaint the fe- 
nate immediately with the death of Caracalla^ and his accef- 
fion to the empire, by a letter, cin which he fpoke with great 
referve of the decealed emperor*, neithgr commending not 
difcommending him : he only faid, thaflinVe the doom which 
he feemed to havp defcrved had at length overtaken him, and 
thp army had chcfen Him to command in his room, he would 
acknowlege himfclf indebted to the fenate alone for the em- 
pire, if they thought fit to confirm that choice. Though the 
fenate had heard before the news of the death of Caracalla'^ 
yet, apprehending it to be only a falfe report, they had 
carefully concealed tbeir fentiments ; but^ being riow aiTured 
The hatred of the truth by Maennus*s letters, they loaded •.him with 
9 f the fe- dreadful curfcs ; ordered all his gold and fxlver ftatues to be 
nate to melted down, bis name to be cr^fcd out of all infcriptjons ; 
Caracalla. annulled his a^s j and declared his memory infamous, 

hitn no longer Anioninusy hut BaJpanuSy Caracallay and i^aran^ 
tuty which was the name of a little, deformed, and cruel gla* 
diator *■, They were fo tranfported with joy in feeing them- 
felves delivered from the tyranny of Caracallay that, over- 
Macrinus looking the meannefs of Macrinush birth, they declared him 
aekno^- emperor without the leaft hefitation, heaping upon him all 
Uged m- honours, which they had ever conferred upon any prince^ 
His family was ranked among the patrician families, bis fon 
the fenate. proclaimed Cafaty and his wife, Nonia Celjfay honoured with 
the title of Augvfta. In their anfwer to his letter, they ear- 
nefily intreated him to punilh, according to their deferts, the 
niinifiiers of the late tyrant, and utterly tp extirpate^the whole 
tribe of informers. Macrinus complied, in fume degree^ 
with their requeft; for he fufiered them to cbndemn, not td 
death, but to banifhment, three fenators, ^d many others 
of an inferior rank $ and ordered all the ilaves and freedSnen; 
who had mformed againft their maflers or patrons, to be crur 
cified. 

The new emperor in the mean time, leaving led 

his army to Antioch \ and there, in the prefence of all ht$ , 

% Dio, 1 . Ixxviii. p, fpp. » Idem, p. 892, 

troops, 
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tfoiffis. gave his fon the name of Antminus', a name highly 
revefta, and, ih a mahner, adord by the IbWwry «. On this 
occafion the whole army demanded, with loud Cries, the dei- 
fication of Caraculhi a demand which ' greatly furprifed 
AAarcrittus, who, neverthelefs, was, in the. end, ^^^ed to 
comply witb h, and command the fenate to rank among ‘he^»«>I« 
^/oM, whtim he himfelf had caufcd to be m"de«d, and 
wh(« was defervedly’ looked upon by ail, except the foldierjs 
as a profeffed foe to human race, a monfter gorged with blood, 
a piirricide, and the moft inhuman tyrant that could wer wear 
and difgrace a diadem. The fenate, purfuant to the empe- 
ror*s orders* immediately decreed him divine honours, a teni- 
pie, altars, priefts, facriftcesf and all the ^ipparatw of divi- 
nity. The new epiperor was even obliged to caufe one Au- 
r Janus to be condemned and executed, for having privately 
removed feme of the deceafed emperm’s ftatoes « j fo great 
was the authority which the army haS, by degrees, ufurped 

i>oth over the fenate and prince. ... , „ j ^ ^r/.* p-.w 

While thefe things paffed ni Anucch and Rome, 
bants, king of the Pirr/irnw, 'having affembled a powerful^ an 
army, advanced at the head of it, with a defign to invade • 
the Roman territories, and reuliatc the injuries bf bad re- 
ceived. Macrinus, prompted partly by his natural timidity 
(for he was not a man of courage), and partly by motives 
of iufUee and equity, epdeavoured to appeafe him, by fending 
back all the prifoners taken by CaracaUa, and with th^ 
embaffadors to pyopofe a peace, on terms equally honourable 
to benh nations j but Artabanes declaring, that he would . 
hearken to nopropofals, unlefs thh ii— engaged, by way 
of preliminary, to rebuild ajl the cities they had 6cftroyed, to 
give up Mefopoiamia, and to pay an immenfe fuin, to be em- 
ployed ip repfirmg the tombs of the monarchs ovc^ 

burned by Caraealla, and making good the joi.cs his 
had fuftained by the late unjuft invafion, Mminus afhanied 
ro comnlv with fuch high demands, took the held, and met 
the enemy in the neighbourhood of Ni/tbts But the Ro- The Ro- 
mans inured under C-aracalla to’ an idle and cfteminate life, mM> de- 
were* overcome in two engagements ; infomuch that ATaeri - 

Tr not S' to venture a‘’third, fenf embafiadors with rich Maennas 
prefentsfor^rWrr, and alUbe grandees ^ r/atf 

bytb^t rrieans obtained a peace, which coft hm, -accoi^g 
to ow hiftorian, fifty millions of drec^as . How^r, 
the fenate decreed him the furname of Barthttus, which he 

. Dio, p. 896. BskOo. 1. iv. p. 56 V,. X* ‘ A 
p. 89a. V^it. W. p. 95-..,., ■ Vtt. M.cr. p. 96- Dre, 

l^id. - P,., 
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accepted, as appears from fome of his medals * s Ixut dec)i«»d 
■the triumph, which was decreed him at the fame tkne v* 

As for the Armeniam^ whom Curucalh had dtkewtfe pro- 
yol^d, Macrinus appealed them, by reftoiwg their king T7W- 
idates to thethrone, and to him thofe lands, which they had 
formerly polTefTed in Cappadocia K Capit^rm fpedcs of a 
war with the people of Arabia^ in wfatc^ Macrim^ fignalized 
his courage, and was attended with great fuccefs a ^ but of 
this war no mention is made by any odier hifiorian. Macri- 
nus^ having thus concluded a peace both with thc Partbians 
and Armenians^ returned to Antioch \ and there, by means of 
many excellent laws, endeavoured, as much as in him lay, 
to reform the ahufes, which had prevailed in the reign of his 
predcceHor. He declared all the rc(ci^pts and decifions of 
the emperors void and null, unlefs they were found agreeable 
to the antient and jrnown laws of Rome^ faying, It was a 
ihameful thing, that the capi ices of a Cemmodus^ or a Cara^ 
calla^ fhould be held for laws. He puni(hed crimes with great 
feverity. When any perfons, of what rank foever, were 
convii^ed of adultery, he caufed the delinquents to be tied 
together; and, thus tied, to be burnt alive. He obliged fu- 
gitive ilaves to hght^ like gladiators : fomfctimes he wered 
criminals to be (hut up, and ftarved to death, puniQied. 
with death fuch informers, as could not make good their 
accufations ; when they did, they had the ufual reward, that 
is, the fourth part of the crimmal’s eftate ; whence they 
were called quadruplaUres ; but at the fame time Macrinus 
declared them infamous (F}. He took from the inhabitants 
of Pergamus all the privileges, which had been lately granted 
them by Caracalla^ and appointed Dio CaJJius the hifforian 

* Noris. de Dio. p. 19. ^ Dio^ 1 . Ixxviii. p. 90Q. 

» Idem, p, 887. * Vit. Macr. p. 95. 

(F] He revived, according to pie, commending once in the cir- 
Capiiolinusy who betrays a ilrange cus the mild temper of his Ton 
prejudice againft him, the pa- Diadumenus^ publicly repeated 
nilhment of Mexendus, who is the verfe of Virgil fn commenda^ 
laid to have tied the living to tion of Laufus the fon of Me* 
the dead, that they might both zentius ; 
putrefy together . Hence the peo- 

cut pater baud Mezentius ejfet : 

A fon, whofe virtues jodly might require 
A worthier chan Mezentius for his fire (5). 

(5) Vita Macr, p, 56 , Virg, vii- ver, 

governor 
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gdwernorvof that city; and of* Simrna *». A coQfpiracy bcin^ An in- 
pifcovercd a^'nft him, he puni&ed fome of the authors cAfi^ce of 
it $ but parTOfied Arhwnw^ Thufcns^ and Geliius^ of whom 
the former is ftiled duke of Armenia^ and the two latter lieu- 
tenants of Afiu and Amhia ; nay, he continued them in their 
cmplt^meifi^ hoping to mn them by that means. We are 
told by CapiUlinus^ i&at Diadumems wrote on this occaiion 
to his father, and iikewife to the emprefs his mother, com- 
plaining of the indulgence which the emperor had Ihewn 
-them, and begging that they might be executed without 
mercy ^ (G). But we can hardly perfuade ourfelves, that 
Diadumenns^ then only nine, or ten years old, was capable 
of writing fuch letters. • 

DiOj p. 897. ® Diad. vit. p. loo. 

• 

(G) The letter, which he is * minds are once exnlcerated, 
laid CO have written to his father, * will never be reclaimed by 
was conceived in the following * mercy ; and friends, when they 
terms : ** I cannot be hlent on * once begin to hate, are of aU 
the prefont occafion, without * enemies the moft cruel, the 
** being wanting to my duty. * moft igipJacable ; beftdes, they 
You werdVurely quite unmind- ^ are foil in a condition to do 
** fd of your own iafety, when * mifehief, they have ftill troops 
you fpared the authors of the ‘ under their command : 

** late rebellion. Men, whofe 

Sf te nulla mo*vet t ant arum gloria rtrum, 
j^canhm furgfntm^ Jpes haredh luli 
Ae/fice ; cut regnum Itaii^Tf Homanaque tellus 
Dtbttur (6),' ■ 

Jf glory with its charms too weak appears. 

Regard Afeanius^ and his blooming years ; 

Whom Italy (hall as thy heir obey. 

And Rojb/'s dominions own his fov’reign fway. 

You muft put them to death, ** mies, fhews, that he neither 
« if you defirc to live In fafety. loves you nor himfeif : there- 
** Your fparing them will edtou- “ fore exert yourfclf on this ocr 
rage o&ers (fuch is the per- ** cafion, and take care they be 
verfe^nefs of mankind!) tofol- executed i for, tho’ my father 
« low their example." la his ** fpares them, they will not, 
letter to his mothgr, he exprelfed ** when occlfion oifers, (pare us 
himfeif thus : “ The emperor (7).** 

** my father, by fparing hit enc- 

(6) Vtrg. Mn, iv. wr. 272, 274, 275. (-j) Vit, nioi. p. 100. 

Wf: 
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. W£ |iave hitberto feen nothing in bbo^worite.^ 

Rai/ts mfy however, he was not without his faults % for, in the nrift 
per/onj of placc» Ss he hitsireir was of « mean defcent, he. deprived of .ibeir 
man dr- employments tbofe ;who were nobly boriip and raifed ,10 the 
and hi^ft ppfis perfons pf bb owp condition » tbp’p ^ener^ly 
mmtnt. fpcaklng, vojid of all merit* Thus he a^HMntcSd 

& whom we have fpohen before^ governor of Rom^ and 
prince of, the. fenate, even before he was a fena:or, tho’ 
altogether unequal to that high being Incapable c^ fpeakr 
ing in public, and fo illiteratC| that, be could not fo much as 
read. He recalled from the government pf l^anmma ^xcA 
Dacia^ &abinu^ and Qaftinus^ ^mcn of merit and diftin^ion \ 
andTent Marctus Jgrippa^ a manumitted flave, formerly ba- 
nifbed by Severus for treafohable praiSBces,, to fiiicceed the 
former ; and fubftituted Pectus Triccianus^ a man of no rank, 
in the room of the latter. In the foldiera he punifbed the 
leaft tranfgreffion or negied^ of duty with fuph feyerity^ that, 
iiiflead of Macrinuu he was called by them frmh 

the word macellum^ fignifying jjbambUs. In the reign isi 
racalluy they had been quartered in the cities, wberp they 
indulged themfelves with impunity in all manner of liceh- 
tioufnefs ; but Maerdnus obliged them to live under tents in 
the fields, and would not fuffer them to approach pr.pnter 
any city, in order to inure them to a regular and inilitary 
HtSfoh- life. This they could not endure, the ipore beoiufe thp. eiq,r 
Irgis the peror himfelf wallowed in pleafures at Jntmb^ while tbpy 
Joldierj ^jrjn the field often wanted neceflaries. They therefore began 
his excef to regret the I06 pf CaracaUa^ to hate the very name of 
fiyefeve- Macrinus^ and publicly to reproach him with the iheaDnef^ 
"'J'* of his b»rth, and former life. At the fame time they were 
informed, that he had been the chief author of the murder 
of Caracalla ; which incenfed them againft him to fueb u 
degree, that th(?y o}>ly , wanted a favourable opportunity to 
revolt from Macrinus^ and appoint another emperor in his 
room 5 which they did accordingly the following year, when 
■ Maermus and Advtntus were confuls. ' 

J conffi- This revolution was brought about by the rcontrivance 
racy form- and artifices of Mcefoy After to the late^emprefs a wo- 

id figaiftft man of great craft, dexterity, experience, and even courage. 
him. She had lived at court with her fifter during t^e reigns pf Se- 
versus s^di Carucalldf and had acquired there great k'nowlege 
of aftairs, and lilt^wife immenfe wealth r which ‘Macrinus 
fuffered her to enjoy after the muKier of Cat^0calta^ 
dered her to quit the court, and retire to Emefa in Phtenida^ 
her native city. She had tvvo daughters 5 to wit, Julia Sq<b^ 
misj or Socemiasy and Julio Mamaa. Of thefe the latter 
had a fon named AUxiams^ and the former one called Varius 

Avitui 
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‘ Wh^ J)£i^fa retired by Matftnui^ orders 
to Emfay ihecook her two grsttidfcns with her, Avitm being ' 
thbri'.thirieeli'^arsoldi 9 ^ AUximus only .rtiAe ; and caufed 
them both to be confSeerated to the the cl^ef deity of 
ithe^tirhabitants of who had eredfed a ftat^Yy temple 

to him, under the name of Beffimus^ theeldcft 

of the two, was t^ppomted pontif of that deity, and thence 
called Eleagah€fluSi or, as he is commonly ftiled by hiflorians, 
HtU^gahalui ^ for' his name has occafioned great difputes 
among the learned. As the temple of the Swi was but at a 
fmall diftance from Macrinus’s camp, the Roman foldiers, 
comthg frequently to vifit the.deity of the place, were very 
much taken with the comeliiMlfs of the young pontif, who^ 
in his perfon, ;Was tIHaand genteel, well-ihaped, and had 
fomething in his air and looks extremely gracious and pleafing. 

obferving her grandfon thus adnrdrcd by the foldicry, 
rcfblved to improve the opportunity, giving out, that Helio* 
gahcihutim the fon of Caracalla ; that fhe poAefTed immenfe 
creafurel, and would willingly enrich with them fuch as ibould 
eipdufe the'eaufe of the deceafed emperor’s A>n. l"he foldi* 
ers, who werh encamped in the neighbourhood of Eme/a^ 
believing Heliogahalus to be truly the foa of Caracalla^ and 
allured by the mighty promifes of Mafa^ invited her with 
herghKidA>n to their camp; and, upon their arrival, pro^Heiioga- 
clairndd'^e/^e^e/ux emperor, by the name of M. Aurelius h 
AsHtiminus^ and invcAed him with all the enfigns of fove-y^*^f 
reignty ^ tlamed 

MAcntNUS, who was then at Antioch^ when informed 
this revolt; inftead of inarching in perfon to quafh it at once, 
as he mi^t have eafily done, contented himfelf with fending Julianus« 
Ulpius Jutimus^ one of the captains of the guards, with-Z^'^f «- 
fomc troops, againll them* JttUanus attacked theiir c#mp/f'*/ 
with great refolution, and might Have made himfelf matter 
of it the very firft day, the foldiers under his command being 
mottly Moors^ and confequentiy greatly attached to Macrinus^^* j 
their countryman ; but checking their ardour, 

putting oflF the Waul t to the next day, in hopes’ they would, ^ * 

in the mean time, fubmit of their own accord, the befieged 
raifed new Works during the n^ght ; fuftained the affault the 
next morning with great refolution ; and, by (hewing Helio* 
gabalus t>n the ramparts, and with him the treafures they hai 
recerved (tom Mafa^ induced the Romans were with 
JuHanUSy and hfghly dilTatisttcd with Mamnus^ to murder 

' ^ Ha ROB. 1 . V. p. 562. Dio, in cxcc^pt^ Val. p. i i i. Macr. 
vit. p. 96. • « Dio, p. go2. Hirod. p. 564. Vit. Macr. 
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^ their own officers, and join them. Julianus betook bunfidf 
to flight, and lay for fome time concealed % but, btfi^ at 
len^h difcoveibd, one of the foldiers flruck off hit head^ and 
carried it to the emperor, wrapped up in a lineb cloA, and 
fealed with Juhanus*s own feal, pretending it to be the head 
of Htlhgabalui ; and made hit eicape while the emperor was 
unfolding it. Macritm^ perceiving whofe bead it was, and 
thence concluding, that he had been betrayed and defeat^, 
haftened to the camp of the Albanians ; that is, of the fol- 
diers who had their fixed quarters at and were 
encamped in the neighbourbe^ of Afamia ; acquainted them 
in a very injudicious fpeech .with the revolt of the troops 
near Emefa ; declared HtlUg^lus^ his coufiu Alexsanus^ both 
their mothers, and their gnndmotheiTil^^^, public enemies i 
Maennus gjfjj proclaimed his fon Utadununus Augufius^ and his part- 
frodams ^cr in the empire, promifing, on that occafion, to each fol- 
Diadume- thoufand drachmas, and paying them of that fum 

BUS emte’ thoufand on the fpot. At the fame time he wrote to ihe 
^ fenate, acquainting them with rhe revolt of the Isoopt, and 
the promotion of his fon, and injoining them to promife to 
the people, in his name, one hundred and fifty drachmas a 
man. The fenate^ by whom Macrinus was greatly beloved, 
confirmed the title of Auguftus to his fon, and declared 
gahalus a public enemy. 

From Apamea the emperor returned to Antiachy inifteadof 
marching without lofb of time againft the rebels at Ewnfr ; 
of which city was but at a fmall diftance. He was fcarce gone, 
ibe troops when the Albanians, and the other troope encamped in that 
* neighbourhood, declared for Heliogahalus, who thereupon 
marched flrait to Antioch, to attack Macrinus, before he had 
time to alTemlde his other forces. I'he emperor, upon the 
news of his approach, marched out of Antioch at the head of 
the praetorian bands ; and the two armies meeting on the 
confines of Syria and Pbcenicia, a bloody engagement en- 
fued, in which the troops of HcHogabalus, after a long and 
vigorous refifhncc, began in the end to give ground ; hut 
were brought back to the charge by Mafa, J^oceMis the mo- 
tnei of Heliogahalus, and by Heliogahalus himfelf, who figna- 
Jized his valour on that occafion in a very eminent manner. 
j/Aac-inus being thus renewed with more fury than, ever, 

n^anJcm ^^^acrtnus'% men would have gained the day, accoiding to 
mttt Caffius, hadfrthey not been abandoned by their leader, 
*2/nt^^ridjo naturally timorous, betook nimiielf to flight, 

when he faw the troops of Heliogahalus return to the charge. 
i?abalu! praetorian guards kept their ground, even after hia flight, 
till Hrliogabalus a/Tured them upon his oath, that they Ihould 
nut be diicharged, but fliould enjoy, under him, all the pri* 

vileges 
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vilegea and exemptbits, which Lad been granted them by 
other emperors : then they declared for him, as the other , 
troops had already done Macrinus retired to Jnthchy and 
there ghrtng out that he had gained a complete Vidory, ordered 
his Ton to ihelcer himfelf in the country of the Parthians ; 
and, before the news of his defeat were puhlidy known, fled 
Mmfelf in difgaife, taking with him letters for thofe who had 
care of the pofts, as if he bad been Tent by the emperor upon 
fome important affair that required difpatch. Thus he croffed 
undifeovered th^rovinces of Cilicia^ Cappadocia^ Galatia^ 
and Bithynia* To avoid Nieontedta^ he embarked at a port 
hi the neighbourhood of that city, called Eribohis^ with a 
deflgn to go by fea to Chalcedony and from thence to crofs 
over to Byxantium 3 but, bdlng driven back by a contrary 
wind to Chalcedony he was upon the point of landing at 
By%aniiumy he was there unfortunately taken ill, and difeo- 
vered by thofe whom Heliogahalus had fe^t to puifue him. 

The fbldiers, to whofe cuftody he was committed, put 
him into a chariot, in order to carry him to Heliogahalus ; 
but he having thrown himfelf out of it, when he was In- 
formed that his fon too had been taken, and by the fall broken 
his Ihoulder-bone, the foldiers.put an end to his pain and life, ^ * 
by cutting off his head 3 which they cafried to Heliogahalus y 
who ordered it to be expofed on the point of a fpear to public/^* 
view Such was the end of MacrinuSy in the fifty-fourth 
year of his age, after he had reigned four months wanting 
three days ; for we reckon his reign ended on the day of his 
defeat, which was the feventh of ^uncy of the year 218. 

His fon Diadumenus was publicly Executed by the new em- ^ 
peror’s order, as a common malefaflor, and his head carried Qf xihnU 
about, with that of his father, on the point of a fpear (H). 218. 

BaJilianuSy governor of Egypt y and Mariu\ Sechndusy gover- of Rome, 
nor of Phoenicia (for that province had at this time its pccu- ^66. 
liar governor), refufed to acknowlege even after 
the death of Macrinm 3 which occafioned feveral feditions in 
thofe countries, in one of which great numbers of the people 
and foldicry were killed, and among the reft Sccundus him- 
felf. Bafilianus fled, to Italyy and lay fome time concealed 

f Dio, p. 889. Herod. 1 . v. p. 565. k Dio, 1 . Ixxvlii. 
p. 8 89. Hlkod ibid. p. 566. Macr. vit p. 96. 

fH) We are iold. that fome pofed to ha^ written againft 
of the foldiers, coiiiderin^ his and his accomplices, being 

youth (fer he ^'*>3 b>(t ten years produced, they confented to lus 
old), were for i.ivi< him ; but death, 
the letters, which f was fup- 
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' in the neighbourhood of Brundufium i but was in the end 
betrayed by one of hia old friends, to whpm he had written 
for fome relief, and by Heliogabalu^'s order execu{ied at JVi- 
comediu^ where that prince paiTed the firft wialter *atier his 
acce$ion to the empire 

Hclioga- Heliogabajlus, immediately after the defeat and flight 
talus «f- Qf Mactinm^ entered Antmh^ and from thence wrote to the 
knowleged acquaintiiig them with the defeat of Macrinust and 

^ acccffion to the empire, and promi/ing to conform in every 
tjtnate, ctollent inftitutions of Augt^us and jtfc Aurt~ 

liusy and to do nothing without the advice and approbation 
of the fenate, whpfe authority (bould he ever £scred,to him^ 
However, as he fliled himfelf jdntmmsy 

that is, of Carncalloy and the ^andfon of Siverusy and lik^- 
Wife afltimed the proconfuUr and trlbuhitul power, and the 
titles of Happy and Piousy before they had been conferred 
upon him by the fef.ate, his letter occafioned a general con- 
'&rnation in the city : neverthelefs they coniirmi^d to him 
all the titles he had aiTumed ; declared Marrinusy tho’ by 
them greatly beloved, a public enemy \ and honoured both 
Mafa and Sooemis with the title of Augufta. Thos was 
Variui Avitus BaJJianuSy commonly known m hiftory by the 
Hij cha- name of HelUgabaluSy railed to the empire* {le was the 
foSir, moft profligate, impious, inhuman, effeminate, and prodigal 
tyrant that evet difgraced a diadem. His grandmother Mmfaf 
who was a woman of great parts and experience, quite 
afliamed of his fcandilous and unaccountable conduit, flrqve 
to the utmoft of her power to keep him within fome bounds 
but he, utterly defpifing her, only hearkened to the wicked 
counfels of his mother Soaemisy and of fuch as flattered him 
in his crimes. Hence he may be truly faid to have exceeded 
Nera himfelf in cruelty, Caligula in prodigality, and the 
inoft abandoned princes, who reigned either before or after 
him, in all manner of lewdnefs and debauchery. He did 
not reign full four years, and in ttat Ibort tunc married fix 
wives {!)• 

But 

** Dio, p. 90J. Heliog. Vit p. 102. 

(I) HU firft wife was Julta upon her. He then married Ju- 
Corntlia Paula^ a lady of an un- lia Aqidlia Severa^ a Vtftal vir- 
blameable chara£ler, and fprung gin, which was aoconnted by the 
from two of the mdib illuftrious Rmans an enormous crime ; but 
families in ISonr ; but he Toon after foon put her away to marry Aw* 
divorced her, and dripped her of uia faujiina, the grand- daughter 
the title of Augufia^ and all the of the emperor M. Aurtlius^ tho^ 
Other honours he had conferred 4 dreadyinaiT]edtoi’sm/ 00 iitf^V^ 

7 
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But his ^r^ftent^Rrnagos and divorces did not give fo Hh mon» 
inuch ofi^nte^V ^ hh fcand^ous lewdnefs^ and unheard-of 
debauchtries* He turned die imperial palace into a brothel, Itwdn^u 
filling it with fuch numbers of proftttutes, for the cohve* 
niency, he faid, of his friends and favourites, that 'it feemed 
a dty'^ idi,^% Heredian^ inhabited only by lewd wometi. With 
thetm and bi^ debatichbd companions, he' paiTed the greater 
part of his time, abandoning'^jnifelf to the moft fcandalous 
and unnatural pradices. He often affcmbled them in one of 
the hidls of the palace 5 appeared among them iit the apparel, 
and widi the air, of a profiitute \ encouraged them in formaf 
harangues lay afide all modefty, ihake off all reftrainTs^ 
and make^'^it their whole fiudy to find out new methods of 
iadsiylng their lu^lf^i appetites. In his fpeecites he addreffed 
them with the title* o^cmmiliUntt^ feUow^foldiers ; and truly 
they were fhc only foldiers worthy of fuch a general. After 
ibme time he drove many of the debliuched women out of 
the palace, and took catamites in their room ; for he was 
himleif of that infamous tribe, having been publicly married 
firft to Aurelius Zotlcus^ one of his officers, and afterwards 
to Hiirocles^ a (lave. He was not aChamed to fatisfy his moft 
infamous and unnatural lufts in public, in the face of the fun, 
and the whole Roman people, putting thereby out of coun- 
tenance even the moil profligate amongft his debauched com- 
panions. But to dwell on fuch abominable feenes di impurity 
is beneath the dignity of an hiftorian, and only wonhy of 
fuch a biographer as Mlius LampridiuSy who feems to take 
particular delight in deferibing the^ unheard-of pollutions and 
abominations of this lewd monfter.* 

His prodigality was as boundlefs as his luft ; for, in the Hh prodi- 
ihort time of his reign, he is faid to have reduced almoft to 
beggary all the fubjeSs of the empire, and to have left at his 
death the exchequer quite empty. He fuftered nothing to 
appear at his table, but what was brought from ihe moff 
diffant countries at an immense charge. His palace, his cham- 
bers, and his beds, were all furnifhed with jcloth of gold. 

When he went abroad, all the way between his chamber, and 
the pldce where his chariot waited for him, was firewed with 
gold-dufi 3 for he thought it beneath him to tread upon tiie 

fuSf whom he eaafed to be mur- ftuly whom he admitted anew to 
dend/fba^/va, and thr^ others, his bed, faying. That he hoped, 
whofe names are^uuknown, were as fhe was sr prieflefs, and he a 
in a ^rt came obliged to give prieil, to have by her an offiprarg 
room to AquiUn Sewra the A#- worthy of the immortal gods (8J. 

{%) /.ixaiKf p. 9tCt p. 56S1 

ground 
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* ground likfi other msit. All hi» tMes^ oheAi^ chaus^ wA 
luch vefleli as wer« de&HKtdi kg the lOeandb atm of 
pure gold. Tho’ bis doatfas irere exceeding cbftly^ and iMlfet 
widi jewds atid pmious flonbs^ yet be is find neverto have 
aaorn ode {iiit twiOe, nor witsf to have put coi again a ling 
which he had once ufed^ Ho was con&antty fenrod in 
gold-plate ; but every nighty after fupfker, prefinted to hb^ 
guefta and attendants what had been made ub of dbat di^4 
He ofteo diftnbuted among the people and lbldicry,mQt only 
corn and money, as other emperors had done, but goU and 
filver-plate, jewels, precious ftones, and ti^ts, indtling 
them to intmenfe fums, which were immedfatelO|paid. He 
carufed his hfh-ponds to be hlled with water duBM from 
rofes, and the naumachiaj whem fea fights were mdiibited^ 
with wine, Hts rooms, tables couches, and galltrieB, wdiere 
he walked, were daily firewed with rofes, Itliet^ and all forts 
of flowers. His bandhets and entertainments were capenfiva 
aimoft beyond belief, his favourite dilhes being tongues of 
peacocks and nightingales, and the brains of parrots asm pbesh 
iants« He fed his dogs with the livers of gcefe, his hories 
with raiftns, and his lions, and other wild beafo, with pm 
tridges and pheafants. In fhort, the whole w^th of the 
Reman empire was fcarce fuflicient, fays Mereiiaa, fO fupply 
the extravagance of one ixtan K As for his imbeard-of iblliesy 
we refer our readers to Larnpridm^ who relates them at 
length, not thinking them worthy W a place m our hiftory. 

To give fome account of this rel^, according to the order 
Cau/es fi Qf . JJgltQgahaluiy before he Wt Syria^ commanded fo- 
veral perfons, both in the Eaft, and at Rome^ to he put to 
a t among the reft, Julignus Nejlor^ captain of 

bem^ ” guards under Macrmus % Fabtus Agripptms^ governor of 
^yTia\ Reanus ^ governor of Arabia ^ Claudius Attahs^ who 
had governed Thrace in the year 194. and was then governor 
of Cyprus ; and Decius Tttccunus^ who commanded in Pan^ 
noma From Syria, the new emperor marched to Niconii^ 
dia in Bithyma^, where he paficd the winter, and gave many 
frefli inftances of On cruel and inhuman temper, caufing^ be«* 
Tides many others, one Gannys to be murdered for'advifine 
him in a friendly manner to abandon his former vices, and 
behave hke a Roman eiuperor. Gannys was one of Mafa*s 
domeftics, but favoured to fuch a degree by Heltogabahts^ on 
account of bis fidkbty, and the 7.eal he had ibewn m his 
caufe, that he defi^ned to marry his mother to him, and de- 
clare him Cafar. However, his finding fauk with hk vkes 


< HcRon p. 569 Vit Heliog. p. 102. 
P ^9+' 


^ Dio, 1. Ixxix. 
provoked 
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tovoked him 4o<fuch a degree, that he ordered him to be put 
to death upon tl« fpot, and ^e him with hia own .hand the 
blovs^ 

In the beginning of the following year, Helhgahalus entered 
upon bis firft confullhip, having for his coJIeguc one Sficerdos^ 
of whom w€ find no farther mention in hiftory. Early in 
the faring the new emperor fet out for Rfime, where he was 
received both ^ the people and fenate with great dernonftra- 
tipm of Tov, tho’ fto one doubted but he would prove a fecond 
N^t^o or Caligula. The next day, he went to the fenate ; tU ranks 
and, taking with him his gjShdmother, placed her next ^and* 
theconfuis, ordered her name to be fet down among thofe 
of the other fenators, and appointed, that (he (hould vote as ^ 

the and be conf^ked inwall matters of importance. For 
his mother 4c fcftituted a fenate, conlllling only of ' 

women, and declared her their head er prcfidcnt. The fub- 
je^ of their confultations, debates, arttl decree^ were 
drefs and apparel of the Roman matrons, their ranks ajid dig- 
nities,, iheir vihts, ceremonies, and other important matters 
of the like nature 1'hc emperor himfdf was not employed 
in afeirs of greater moment, being wholly taken up in efta- 
blilhing at Rome the worfhip of his god Heikgahalus, or, as 
be is (tiled «n the ipcdals of this prince, EUagahalm. 
creaed a nUgnificent temple to him, wotfiiipeJ him ' 

ceremonies never before pradtifed at Rome, prci erred him to 
"Jupiter himfelf, and to all the other gods of the Romans, 
who, he faid, were but the fervants of his god ; and dc- 2567. 
dared, that he would lufFer no other god to be adored at Or Chrilt 
Rome, or etfswhere, but Elcagabalus. In order to this, he 210 
profaned ail other temples, (tripped them of their ornaments, Ot Rduic 
and attempted to convey into the temple of bis own god 
the perpetual fire of Vejla, the (tatuc of Cyheie, the bucklers 
of Mars, the palladium brought from Troy, as was Tuppofed, 
by /Eneas, and v/h,^ievcr elfe was looked upon by the Romr.ns 
as moft facred. Fiom Carthage he ordered the goddefs 6V- 
Mis ft) be brought to Rcine, and with her all the ridi or, la- 
ments belonging to her temple i married her to Ekagahalus, 
and caufed liie nuptials of the two deities to be celebrated 
with great pojnp and lolcmnity " (K). 

The 

t D16, in cxccrpt, Val. p. 761, 
p. 102. .105, 106. “ Hcliag. vit. p. loa, 105. Heroo. 

1. V. p. ^(>8- I>io . 1. Ixxix. p. 91 2. ” 

(K) DioC&ffiusxkW^m, that, tainedfromhogs-flelh, ardcav'f«d 
in honour of his god, he abf- himfelf to be circusneiled q) ; 

* fn) Dio, >71 r;c:rr^t, 7’.*^ P> 76 a. 
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The followijig year, Hfii$^balia entered upon his UxofA 
cbafulfiiip^ having for his coiKgut Eutyebianus^ an imperial 
freedman, and a celebrated buffoon ; whence he was furnamed 
CmazoKt which^ in the Greek tongue> fignifiea or 

ga^. dc had greatly contributed to the rile of AeliogtMke % 
for, at his inftigation, the troops near Emefit had declared 
him ; on which account the new emperor immediateiy 
dared him captain of the gu^ds, and conferred upon him 
the confuUr ornaments. This year be honoured mm with 
the confubr dignity i and, when his confuUnip expired, ap- 
pointed him governor ot Rome o. The next year, ^en 
Gratus Sabhiianus and Seleucus were confuls, Mtefaj fore- 
feeing that the Rommis could nof, Ipng bear with fueb a prince 
Alexiaotts as HelUgabalm^ prevailed upon him tr| adopt his coufm Me- 
adopted^ xiernus^^ and declare him Cafaty though *at t|pit time only 
twelve, or, at moft, ^thirteen years old. The ceremony was 
performed with extraordinary pomp ; and the young prince, 
ou that occaiion, took the names of Mexander and onmsr t 
the former from the king of Macedatiy and the latter from 
the emperor, his fuppofed grandhither f'. Heliogahake tf^ated 
him at firft in a very friendly and obliging manner, hoping 
to draw him over to, his lewd courfes ; but, finding that the 
excellent youth could not by any means be induced to follow 
his example, and that he was more beloved both by the people 
and foldiery than himfelf, he began to repent his having 
adopted him, and gave private orders to thofe who were 
truned with the care of his education, to difpatcb him. But 
all their attempts being rendered abortive, by the care and 
citcumlpedlion of Mtwuea^ mother to the young (^ince, and 
to Qf jjjg grandmother M^efa^ who betrayed all the emperor’s 
deftroy ftcrets, HeUogohalus^ tranfported with rage, ordered the le- 


and crea- 
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and Herodusn, that he erected over Italy for that purpofe (1). 
another magmiimt temple for Dio Ct^as obferves, that he 
him in the counWy, whither ht caufed feveral illvUnops perfbns 
conveyed him every year m the to be inhumanly murdered this 
beginnintg of the fummer. The year; and, among the reft, Seine 
§uae aa£or adds, that, befides Carus^ Federianus Poehaty Si/tMt 
nftuiy other viBanu, he (acrifteed Meffala^ and Pompdkiue Baffin ^ 
i^ldren to him, anoftly fprung all fenators of great diftmdion, 
from illuftrioos femilies, and pri*' for no other crime, bur becaefe 
vttely fbacched up by the mini he believed they diihked his con- 
fiersof his cruelty, difjperfed all daft (2). 

(i) Herod. L v. f. 5S8. Htltog, nnt*p% 103. {%) 2 >r», p. 90S, 909* 

nate 
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ti}te to i^Jtiaftut froiAi the of Cafar^- waA 

a^ul tihe late adoption. At "the fame time he dii^tdied 
atTafitis to. murder htoi $ eodi retiring to an^dd pAceoa 
mount S/ptilinf waited there till newt were brought him of 
hh' But) in tl^e mcai\ lime, the prastorian ^ards, 

apprifed of the datlt^ diet thiMened the young prince, flew 
to the ^lace, ana woeU have put the emperor himfelf to 
death, md he not foftened them with mighty promilet, 
abandoned to thwn all his debauched companions, and fach 
as were deemed enemies to Ahttmdit ; and folemnly declared, 
that he defined for die future to lead a quite different lifo, 
and to redrds all the grievance^, of which, be fatd, they had 
but too much reafon to complain 

The next year M look upon him hb third confullhipi 
and, pretending to be reconciled to AUxmtier^ chofe hiA 
for his coljlegue ; but, being determined at all events, not- 
witbfianding his hte proteftations, to rid himfelf of fo trou- 
blefbme a rival, in the iirft place, he ordered all the fcnatoia 
to quit the city, left they (hould thwart his defigns ; and then 
caufing Alexander to be ihut up in the palace, gave out, that 
he was all on a fudden taken ill, and almoft paft recovery. 

This report )p fpread abroad, on purpofn to difcover the dif* 
poficion of the foldiery ; who no fooner heard it, than they fie /oUi* 
ftew to arms, and demanded to (ee Alexander* The young enmutiny* 
prince was accordingly brought forth to them, and by the 
emperor himfelf conduced to the campi, where he was re- 
ceived with the greaceft demonftradons m joy, while no one 
took the lead notice of Heliegahalm ; whi^ provoked the 
tyrant to fuch a degree, that he ordered thofe, who had 
applauded Alexander^ to be punilhed as traitors. But the reft, 
refcutng them out of the hands of the executioners, began 
to croud about the emperor, uttering dreadful menaces ; which 
fo terrified him, that he attempted to fave himfelf by flight, 
thofe who had attended him to the camp endeavouring to di- 
fperfe the multitude. Hereupon a quarrel enfued between the 
partifans of the two princes, in which thofe, who favoured 
Heliegahalus^ were foon defeated, and cut in pieces, with 
Ji/eroclet, that prince’s chief favourite, the captains of the 
guards, and all the minifters who attended him. The emM- 
ror himfelf withdrew, during the conteft, into the moft filmy 
place oft the camp, and confequently the moft worthy mHetioga- 
him ; where he was loon difeovered, and murdered by the hslus and 
enraged joldiery/ together with hk mother Seamij, who had mother 
retired thither with him, and held hioi the whole time in her 

murdered* 

^ Dio,^ p. 915. Hsaoa. 1 . v. p. 570. Keliogab. vlt. p. 106. 
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Vearef arms.' Both their . beads ..were ftrucIcofFi and, after their 
the flood bodies w^&Jgnominiouily dragged through the city, and moft 
2570. outfageoufly infulted by the populace, that of HeVtogahalus 
Of Chrift with a great weight faiiencd to thrown from the 
222. bridge into the 7 ? 4 pr ^ Such was the dcTerved end 

Of Kome^f HtUogaMus^ the moft wicked and moft debauched of afl 
^ 7 ®* the lUman emperors, in the eighteenth year of his age, after 
he had reigned three years, nine monthS| and four days, 
from, the feventh of june^ of the year 218. on which oay 
he defeated MacrimSf^ to the eleventh of March ^ of the year 
222. when he met with his deferved doom. The fenate 
caufed the name of AnUnlnm^ which he had alTumed and dif- 
graced with his lewd life, to be erafed out of the public rC- 
gifterS) and all infcriptions ; and paiTed a decree, excluding 
ior ever women from the fenate, and loading with curfes fuch 
as fhQuld for the fut-ire attempt to tranfgreS it>. 

Alexander Upon the death of Hcliogahalus^ his coufln Alexander^ 
declared then in the fourteenth year of his age, was proclaimed em- 
emperor, peror by the foldiery, and conduced from the camp to the 
fenate, where he was received with all poifihle demonftrations 
of joy, and honoured with the titles of Auguflus^ of father 
of his country^ and all the other marks of diflin^fion peculiar 
to the imperial dignity. At the fame time they offered him 
the name of Antoninusy and the furname of Great 5 but he 
Hh birth modeftly declined them both. He was the fon of fitlia Ma~ 
andeduca’ mecay or Mammecoy of whom wc have fpoken above, and 
tie^, of Genefius Marcianusy a Syrian, He was a native of the 
city of Acra in Pheeniday and born there, according to Lam- 
. prtdius S in a temple confccrated to Mexander the Great ; 

whence, upon bis being adopted by Heliogahalus ^ he took the 
name ot AUxander, His former name was BaJ/ianuSy ac- 
cording to Dio Cafius \ but, according to Hcrodiany AUxiu- 
His mother nusy his grandfather’s name. His father dying when he was 
Julia Ma- very young, his mother brought him up With great care (L), 
jnaea. employ* 

^ Herod, p. 573. Hcliog. vit. p. 106. ■^Heliog. vit. 

p. 107. ' Vit. Alex. p. 114, 

(L) Jtdia Mamaga is thought her a very pious and religious 
«. by many writers of great note woman (4) s epithets which we 
to have been inftruCled in the can hardly perfuade ourfelves a 
truths of the gurpel, and to Cbriftian bifhop would have be- 
have embraced the Chriflian re- flowed upon a pagan. While 
ligion (3}: at lead, fliles fhe was at Antioch, in the year 


(3) Vide Oref, /, tii. ig. Cedren. t. 1. p, AMfur,' p, 80, Vtnc, 

Linn, c, £3. (4^ Eujebt /. yu c, Zl* 
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employing dniy fuch p^fons to inftru£t him as were equally 
renowned for their prolnty and {earning, allowing no one 
toeome near him » whom ihe fufpe^ted ^capable of corrupting 
his morals. He applied himfelf, from his infancy, to the 
ftttdy of the Greek and Latin tongues^ and was as well verfed 
in the former as any 'man of his age ; but his improvement in 
the latter was not fo great, as appeared from his fpeechcs to 
the fenate, to thefbidiery, and to the people u ; neither did 
he admire the Latin eloquence fo much as the Greek,. He 
was well Acilied in all the ocher branches of polite learning, 
hnd, befides, in the arcs of painting, Tinging, pla)ing upon 
inAruments, ^c. From his infancy, he gave innumerable 
inAances of a mod; mild, humane, and generous temper i 
Ihewed an utter aveffion from bloodfhed, and all manner of 
cruelty, and made il his chief (fudy to pleafe and oblige, not 
only his p«irents and relations, hut even Ifls domeflics. 

As he paid an intire deference to his mother Mameeay and /f/i cv;wx- 
grandmother Maja^ both women of great experience, i>Xi^ 
Okxtraordinary parts, at their motion, he chofe, as foon as he 
was raifed to the empire, iixteen fen^tors for his council, all 
men of known probity, and Jong verled in public affairs, tranf* 
a 5 ^ing nothuig without their advice, and^conffantly conform^ 
ing to it (M). I'he deference he paid to bis mother was fo 
great, that Herodian reckons it among his faults \ for, though 
be was biaifclf a man of extrabrdinary talents, of fuch dif- 
ceVnment and penetration, fays Lampridiusy that no one ever 
deceived h'ni, yet he conflantly preferred her opinion to his 
own 'w'* He gave her name to feveral buildings, which they 
ilill retained in the fourth century ^ ; and caufed her to be ho- 

» Vit. Alex, p 115. Herod.. 1. vi. p. 575. * Am- 

MI an. l.xxviii. p. 372. 


2 1 S. hearing Origen greatly com- 
n;iended on account of his know- 
lege in religious matters Ihe 
(hewed a great defirc to fee him, 
lent for him f om Alexandria.^ 
received him with great joy, and 
kept him Tome time with her [5). 
It is n^c improbable, that (he 
was by him convinced of the 
truth, and embraced it. 

(M) Among thefc were. Fa- 
hi us Sahittusy generally Ailed the 


Cato of bis time ; Domitius VI- 
pianusy and Julius Paulust two 
celebrated civilians ; Antoninas 
Gor dianus y afterwards emperor i 
Catilius SeveruSy Alexander's 
kinfman, and one of the molt 
learned peribasof his age ; AE/ius 
Set vMMusy a man of extraordi- 
' nary integrity ; and ^intiltus 
Marctllmy a great admirer of 
the cuftoms and manners of the 
tstCienl Rtmsans ( 6 ). 


( .) 4 Vi, f. SI, 


(6) A/eXt v.t, /.241. 
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ttottred with the titki of Augu^, of wmtiurtf htr CHUary^ if 
miif ibt febata, whidi had bcM formerly con- 
Alexander ftrred on the of S^erMi As Mamma pr^fl'ed^ 
favours in all Ukenhood, the Qiriftiaa re^ligion> no wonder that 
the Chri* mdtr (hewed great favour to the (^riftiBns» aad wohid not 
fiam, fufier them to be any-way molelled on account of their lOli- 
gion (N). Hb feems to have been well acquainted with ^le 
morab of the Chrtftian reltgtcm } for he had conflantly in his 
mouth that golden rale. Do ns you vmdd he done by ; caufed it 
to be fet up over the gates of his palace, and on fcveral public 
edifices ; and obferved it himfelf, if the writers of his lifer 
may be credited, with the groatrft exa^nefs a. For he made 
it ms chief iludy to oblige all men, and is laid never to have 
wronged any. During the firft yeai‘ V his reign, be was 
wholly taken up in reforming the many enormous abufes 
which had prevailed ih* the court under hb predeceflbr.^ With 
this view he banilhed all the freedmen, (laves, eunuchs, play* 
ers, and buffoons^ who had borne any fway in the late reign ; 
and chofe in their fooms perfons of blamelels chara^ers, and 
known integrity. 

Difcbar- HAVING by this means reformed the court, he made a 
ges the mi- ftridl inquiry into the manners and conduct of the public ofR- 
nijiers of ccfs, ofptcially of the governors of provinces ; and difeharged 
the late |j|oft of thofc who had been employed by Heliogabalus, Such 
emperor, opprefled the people committed to their care, 

were banilhed ; and the reft reduced to their former conditioff, 
as perfons altogether unfit for any public office The next 
year, when Li Marius Matcimus and L. Rofeius Mlianus 
were confuls, the emperor’s nuptials were celebrated , with ex- 
traordinary pomp and magnificence. He married Sulfitia 
Memmia the daughter of Sulpitius a confular, and grand- 
da\ighter of Catulus. As the whole empire enjoyed at this 
time a profound peace, nothing remarkable happened either 

X Spoil, p, 104. * Alex. vlt. p. 132. • Idem 

ibid. 

(N) Eufdius tdls us, that hb verted from it by the anfwers of 
court was filled with Chrifiians the oradest afTuring him, that, if 
(7} ; and Lampridius^ that in his he ever fufiered Chrill to be 
private oratory he worfhiped • ranked among the gods> all the 
Chrift and Abraham^ Snd would other temples would be^ foon 
have caufed temples to be erefted abandoned, and the gods' 
to the founder of the Chriftian glcdcd (8). 
xdigion, had he not been di* 

i 7 ) En/ci, I \i., c. i8. (% J Atex, v;t, p. 124, *39, 
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at €>r in ike provifices, in the two £;rflQwing jrears ; in • 

the firft of which Juliahus and Oifpinus were confoh, and, 
in the fecond, ^f'ttJcHS and S>Mer. But the fourth ^ 
jUaeandfr"^ reign, and during his teond confulfliip, in which 
•he had for hii collegue, Ariaxtrxts having 

utterijr ruinedi^the Farthian^ and re-eiiablifhiKl the P 4 rjian em- The Per- 
pite, of which great revolution we have fj^ken clfe where, fianm/zW 
advanced at the. head of a mi^ty army againft the Remansy re-efta- 
with a defign td recover M^fip^mUy and theother provinces, hJijhei. 
which bad formerly belonged to the Ferfian empire. His apr Year of 
protch occaiioned great confternation in ^yrta $ and many of the flood 
thctFma/ij quartered in MefypQtami£ty abandoning the cattles 74 * 
which they garifoned, lifted in his army ; fo that he might with 
great eafe have o^A-c«n not only Mefopotamiay but R 

wife Syriay had he not attacked on his march the city of Atra^ 
before which place he loft fuch numbeie of his men, without 
being able to reduce it, that, dropping for the prefent his ex- 
pedition againft the RomanSy he thought k advifeable to march 
back into his own epuntry, after having ravaged great part of 
Media y and made fome unfucceftful attempts upon Arm* 
nia . 

Th£ next confuls were Albinus and Maximus ; during 
whofe adminiftracion nothing happened which authors have 
thought worth tranfmitting to pofterity : but the following 
confidihip of Modejius and Probus was remarkable for the 
death of the celebrated civilian Domitius Ulpianusy who, being The death 
appointed by AUxander exj^taim of the praetorian » guards, and^^V‘**^ 
endeavourixig to eftablifti among them the antient difcipline, 
provoked their hatred to fuch a degree, that, after having in 
vain fblicited Alexander to remove him, they at ler^gth mur- 
dered him in the emperor’s prefence. The chief authors^ of 
bis death were punifhed with the utmoft feverity, and the moft 
fadious among the guards ignominioufly difebarged. In the 
room of Ulpiany the emperor chofe one Decimusy and yulius 
Paulus a native of Padua y who had been baniflied by rblU* 
gabalusy -on account of his great probity, and was perhaps as 
well (killed in the laws as TJlpian 

This year feveral tumults happened at Rmsy and in the The /otr 
provinces. The troops quartered in 
murdered their general Flavius ,H<racUoy and went in great 
.numbfers over to the Perjiam < ’ The troops in Syria pro^ . 
chimed one Taurinus emperor, who, as, they had conferred 
that'honour him againft hts will, n^e bis efcape ; and, 

^ Dio, 1 . Ixxx, p. 918. &in excerpt. Val. p* 769. Hsaon. 
t. vi. p. 176. * Vi;. Alex. p. 12a. ^ !• Ixxx. 

p. 917, 918. 


A a 4 


being 



360’ Rt)rnah 'fi.lll. 

being puifued by the mutinous foldiery, tbrtJw himfeif into 
the Eitpbraies /zi\6 ' vras di‘owned *. Zejin/us and Syniittus 
fpeak o] one Uranus^ who, having ufurped the empire at Ed^a 
in Ofrhsene^ was defeated by the troops that rerhained faithful 
to Jexandet, At Rome^ the piastorian guards attempted to 
riifc one AnioninUs to the empire \ but he, dccliitmg that bur- 
den, withdrew into the country, and never afterwards apr 
Ovinius peared in the city^. But Ovtnius CamilluSy a fenator, fpmng 
Camillus, from one of the mod iiluilrious families in Rome^ ftudying to 
4x/piringto gain the aftc<Slions of the foldiery, in order- to raife himfclf, 
5 y theif ^eans, to the empire, Alexander no fooncf in- 
treat- formed of his private pradtiecs/ than he fent for him tocemrt, 
edhy Ale- tfannked him for offering to Akc upojn him \o great a bur- 
bander. hiuj j^jg colleguc, took him <vith him to the fenate, 

allotted hhn an apartment in the palace, caufed him to be 
rttired in a far more pompous habit than his own, and treated 
him in every refped^ as his partner in the empire.^ As a war 
broke oui at this time, which required the cmperoi ’$ prefence, 
Alexander offered the command of the army to Camillus ; but, 
he declining it, the emperor defired he would at lead (hare with 
him the fatigues and the glory of that expedition. Accord**- 
tngly they both fet oui; from Rome on foot ; but Cumillusy who 
Wiis not inured to a military life, being tired after five miles 
march, Alexander begged he would purfuc his journey on 
horfcback; which he did for two days, when the emperor, 
perceiving he could no longer bear even that fatigue, ordered a 
chariot to be provided for him j t/hich proved fo great a mor- 
tification to Camillus y that he begged leave to reCgn the em- 
pire, and return home ; which Alexander readily panted, 
afluring him, before they parted, that he might live infafety 
iVhere be pleafed, Camillus retired to his country-feat, and 
theie lived unmolefttd during the reign of Alexander ; but 
was put to death by feme of his fucceffors, for what crime 
wc are no-wlicre told S. The expedition which Alexander is 
faid to have undertaken this year, was probably againfl the 
Germans } for it appears from fome antient infctiptions, that 
great advantages were gained over them this year, the feventh 
of the empeior’s reign ; and Lampridius tells us, that the 
GWmans were overcome by Varius Macrinus governor of ll^ 
Jyrieum 7 ’he fame year Rurius Celfus fignahz d himfelf in 
Meuritama TSngifanay and 'Junius ralmatus in Armenloy and 
wtre both rewarded with the confular ornaments 

J>io, Jib- Ixxx. p 917, 918. ^ SyrfcELL. p. 357. 

S^os. p. 639- * Vit. Alex, p. 130, 1 31. Not. Casaub. 

'p. 172. & OALMAS. p. 230. fi^RAG. p. 323. ^ Vlt. 

Alex. p. 134. Idem ibid. 



C. XKIL f'ie iloman Hifioryl 3#i. 

The following year' Alexander entered upon his third con- 
ftilfliip) having Dw Cajius^ the fecond time conful, for his 
cqHegue. Die was, tft tlw beginning of this reign, in AJia ; 
whence paffod into BithyrJa^ his . native country, with a 
defign toftay fometime there with his friends and relations i 
but he was Toon fent into AfrUa^to govern that province, with 
the chara^er of procpnAil* Upon hi$ return to Reme^ he was 
appointed governpr of Illyricuniy and from thence removed 
into Upper Pannejpa, where he revived the antient military 
difcipllne among the troops, punifhing the leaft negleidi of 
duty with the utmofl feverity ; infomuch that the pisecorian Dio Caf- 
guards, who dreaded his rigour, upon a report, that he was 
fecalled to command lio fooner faw him appear in J^omey h 
than they began to mutiny, and prefs the emperor to put him 
to death, liut Alexandtry without hearkening to their unjuft ^ 

demand, heaped m^ny honours upon biih, oft^n appeared with 
him in public, and took him this year for his eollegue in 
confulfhip : however, fearing the (bidiers might oft'er him fome 
infult, if he appeared in Rome with the enfigns of theconfular 
dignity, he advifed him to retire from the city, and pafs the 
time of hi<j confullhip m the country, which he did accord-’ 
ingly. Soon after, he obtained leave to withdraw into his 
own country, where he fpent the remaining part of his life in 
guiet and retirement * (Oj. This year Alexander^ who did 
’ not 

1 Dio, 1 . Ixxx. p. pi 8. 


(O) It will not be foreign to 
pur purpofe to infrrt here the ac- 
count which that writer gives us 
of the ftate of the Roman legions 
at this time, and of the provinces 
where they were quartered. 
There were in the time of Au- 
guftus twenty -five legions, of 
ivhich only nineteen were now 
remaining, the other fix having 
been either difbanded, or incor- 
porated into fome of thofe that 
foil remained. On the other 
hand, *JV'.’rv, Galba^ Veypafian^ 
bomLiun, Trajan^ M. Aurelius^ 
and be*verusy railed thirteen new 
ones ; fo that the legions at this 
time were, in all, thirty-tvvo. 


Of thefe, three were quart^rpd 
\n Britain, one in Upper two 
in Lovjer Germany, one in Italy^ 
one fn Spain, one in Numidia^ 
one in Arabia, two in Palafiiney 
oiat in Phoenicia, two in Syria^ 
two in Mefipotamia, two in Cap* 
padetia, two in Longer and one 
in Upper Mcefia, one in Koricumy 
and one in Rbatia (9), Our 
author does not inform us where 
the two rmaining legions were 
quartered, nor how many men 
each of them contained j ^ 

Lampridiu* ^feems to infinuate, 
chat cEch l^ion confifted of five 
thouiand men (r). From this 
diffribucion of the legion^, it ap-^ 


DiOj i, Iv- *. 564. 


(1) ylitx^vii. p. 13 T. 
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not ipsr^ 1u9greateft friends, when manifeftly convided of 
the'Canfidencelie repodsi in them, caufed V^tr^mka 
Turimtsy one of bis chief fevoiirites, to be put to death for a 
Ciimp of that nature (P). Tlie following yeaij^ L. 

Jgmik 

1^, tliat the Rmtums at this perfam whom he pretended tp 
time looked upon the Caltdsni- recommend $ but neverthefefi^ 
ms, the Partbians, or rather when they J^ppened to obtain* 
PerfianSf and the nations beyond by means of others, what they 
the toenasbe^ as their moft form!- demanded,, he aiTumed the whole 
dable enemies, and were not fo merit of it to himfelf, and ex- 
appreheolire of any invafion on kfled a proportionable acknow* 
the fide of as they had l^ment^ which in thofe days 

been in former times : for now was caiid /f///»g finoke. The 
there were bat three l^lons in emperor, who wah a man of great 
thtt country ; whereas; in the penetration, began to fafpeS his 
Teigni of Augufius and Tihriut, fiivoarite of fitch piaAioes $ and 
the banks of the Rbim had been therefore a perfon, in whom he 
guarded by no fewer than eight could confide, foltdting him one 
fcgions, whieh were deemed the day fbr a fovour, he told him he 
main firength of the empire (2). would grant him his requeft, pro* 

(P) The emperor hail a parti- vided he privately ^ddreiTcKl Sa* 
cubr efteem and kindne& for rinus, as if he wan:^ his recom* 
Tsirinus, and often conrulted him mendation. furinus, clad of this 
in private, as he was a man of opportunity, promifed to employ 
extraordinary abilities, about af* all his intereft in his behalf ; and 
lairs of the greatefi importance, foon after told him, that he had 
drhis honour and deference, which already recommended him to the 
the emperor Teemed to pay to emperor, who, he was fure, 
him, the crafty courtier refolved would grant him the defired fa* 
to turn to his own advantage ; vour the very firft time he had 
and accordingly gave out, that an opportunity of recommending 
AUxander tran(a£ted nothing him anew, which he hoped would 
without hiaadvke ; that he had be very foon. He added, that 
gained an abfolute fway over he de&rved to be rewarded for 
Sim ; and that it was in his hir trouble 9 and, the petitioner 
power to raifo whom he pleafed referring that to his diferetion, 
to the firft employments in the he not only exaded a large fum 
empire. By this means he aecu- for what he pretended to have 
mutated immenfe wealth in a done, but oUiged him to pro- 
Ihort time s all who wanted any mile, in the prefence of wit- 
-'^vpar or preferment, recurring neffes, a far more confiderable 
to Ttmnsu, whole intereft was not one, to be paid as foon as he ob- 
to be gained withoift rich pre- tained his requaft. The empe- 
ients. He ofteq did not fo much ror, who was informed of the 
as mention to the emperor 4he whole, immediately granted the 

(i) Tacit* annaL L iv« c. 
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^tsed inw C0mp»;Hfy wd *«e ihtt«id the feUowuv 
ytar, irfaeit Po^^jukuuif MXiA PeUgmanus vttte confuls •• 

The ntMtonfyh^^, Lupus md Maxims ; during wftoifc 
admiration, Ariaxtrxes^ the reftorer of the Perfian mcm- 
archy, having reduced all the neighbouring countries, unex* 
pefledlf iovimd the dominions at the head ofa mighty 

aimy, nva^ M^^potamia, and advanced to the verjr con- 
fines of Syna, H^eupon AUxander^ following the advice of 
bli cOfiticil, dispatched embafiadors with a letter to that con- • 
qUeror, exhorting him not to engage the two empires in a long 
and dangerous war, without provocation, and putting him in 
mind of the vidories gained over the eaftern nations by Augu- 

Trajmy L. V^ufty and Sevsms, But ArtaxerxeSy puffed Artmr- 
up with his late fuccefles, defpifed the remonftrances of A/m- ^^sifn/adet 
ander^ and purfued bis ravages in Mefipotamia^ laid liege to 
Nifibisy and, entering Cappadocia y deffroyed all with fire and demtmons, 
fword. Hereupon the emperor refolved to march againff him ^ 
in perfon ; and accordingly, to the great grief both of the ^ 

Bate and people, left Rome in the fpring of this year 232. the q£ 
eleventh of his reign; apd, bending his march through lUy^ 212 
ricumy where he was joined by the troops quartered in that of Rome 
province, arrived at Antioch about the beginning of the au- 
tumn ; whence he fent a fecond embalTy to ArtaxerxeSyhtx^mg 
that hb prefence would add fome weight to the reafons^ he had Alexander 
formerly alleged. But the haughty Perjiany deriding ihthajlensto 
peaceable temper of the Roman empecor, chofe four hundred Aniiodir 
of the talleft men in his army, and fent them, well mounted, 

Noais, epiff. conful. p. 146. Birag. p. 313. 

&vour ; which Tarinus no (boner often from both parties ; which 
knew, than he obliged his client, fo provoked the emperor, that he 
though he had never once men- accufed him to the fenate, who 
tinned his name to the emperor, fentcnced him to death ; oid tte 
to make good his word, and pay fentence was put in execution ut 
the promifed fum, pretending, the following manner i The cri- 
that, by his means alone, he had xninal was, by the emperor's oT’ 
obtained what he defired. Here* ders, tied to a gibbet, andfufib- 
npon Alexander caufed a diligent caned with the (moke of green 
inquirer to be made into his fixr- wood, and wet Bubble, kindly 
mer conduCt, when it appeared, round him, the public ctier in 
that he had rec^ved large Aims, the mean'*diae prodaisning. He 
not only from tfaofe who had ob* *wbo fold fmohy dies nunth Jmoke 
tained any preferment, but from (3}, 
fuch too as had had law-fuits, and 

(%) Alex, vit laj, 

ani 
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jjaughfy richly j^pparclcd and armed, in quality of emhairadora; to 
mhaffy of |tf;quaint the Romans^ and their emperory that' the great 
tkt Perfian arch Artaxerxes ordered them to retire forthwith from Syrhi 
monarch, and JJiay aftd all the countries between the Euphr^us and^the 
JBgman Tea, which had formerly belcmged to the Perfans^ 
Alexander heard their meiTage with great temper, and tl>eii 
caufed the embalTadors to be Gripped of their rich arnmur and 
apparel, and Tent under a guard into Phrygia^ where he al- 
lotted them houfes, and lands to cultivate 
Alexander Aftbr this, he began to prepare for war in good earneft, 
prepares Ordered the legions quartered in the different provinces of the 
forlxar. Eaft to jpjn him with all poffiblg expedition, caufed a great 
number of warlike engines to gut ready, and difpatched 
: oHicers ^nto all parts, to raife new levies. Li imitatiua of 
Alexander the Great, whofe name he bore, and for whom he 
had a particular venertition, he armed fume companies of foot 
with ihields covered with gold and filver, and formed fix le- 
gions into a body of thirty thoufand men, which he called his 
phalanx, Thefe diffinguilhed thenifclves, during the war, in 
a very eminent manner 5 and were, when it was ended, re- 
warded for their ferviccs with double pay ® (Q.)* 

At 

® Herodian. lib. vi, p. 57g, Alex. vit. p. 131, 

(Q) Lampridius tells us, that cries ; but Alexander with an 
the emperor being informed foon air of authority, Silence, faid he, 
after his arrival at Antioch, that I command Jilence ; keep thefe 
feme of his foldiers were gone to clamours to terrify the Pcrfians, 
Daphne, and there bathed with /^eSarmatians, Germans ; 

the lewd women of that diilblute you hanse learnt of thofe mjha, 
place, he immediately ordered taught you the a-t of rwar, that 
them to be arrefted, and laid in you are to frighten the enemy ^ith 
irqns. Hereupon the whole le- that fansage noife, and not your 
gien, to which they belonged, emperor, ^'ho, at the expences of 
beginning to mutiny, Alexander his people, maintains, cloathes, and 
ivent out to them, and, without pays you. Forbear, therefore, 
betraying the Icaft fear, told them, thefe unfeafonabh clamours,%\jbich 
that, as tbcantientdifcipline was are only fit for battle, left 1 dif- 
the main and only fupportofthc band you all, or inftiei upon you a 
-Hiimpire, he was refolv^ to main- more femert punijhment. «Here- 
taiiiitat all events, and piinilh upon the uproar increafing, and 
with the utmoil fevbrity, nay, fome of the boldell even me- 
with death, thofe diforders and nacing 4 iim with their fwords i 
debaucheries which had been al- Refet^e your menaces, laid he, 
lowed in the late reign. Al for the enemy ; them you may 
thelc words the whole legion be- ft ighten, hut mi me, <tJuho defpife 
gan to utter their rage, in horxlble your impotent rage: Jhould you 

murder 
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At length AUxmier took the field at the head of a nume- Mat-cbes 
rous ?rrfiy, obferving ip all his marches and moiions fuch order againjl thg 
and difcipline, that his camp fcemed a well-governed city, hisPerfians. 
foldiers citizens, ^ and his officers fo many fenators p. He pu- care tif 
rtllhed with great feverity iuch as offered the fcaft injury to any 
of the Inhabitants of the countries through which he marched 
'(R). Rut, notwithftanding his great feverity, no emperor 
was ever more beloved both by the officers and foldif-rs' as ' 

one c^'cr rewarded them "^ith more generofity, when they 
Complied with their duty ; took more care of them when fick 
efr wounded ; or fupplied them on aii occahons more plenti- » 
fully' with provifions. He kept conftantly in his cabinet cer- 
tain regifters, in which were-marked the names of all the 
ccts and foldiers, tl)f proviriiCes where they were quartered, 
the time of their fervice, the dates of their commiffions, the 
flames of the per foils at whofe recommendation they had been 
preferred, their exploits, if they had pe?formed any, their coed 
and evil qualities Thefe regifters he frequently perufed^ 
and by that means became acquainted with moft of the ofH 
cers and foldieisof his different armies, often mentioned their 

p Vit Alex. p. 130. 


murder me, the republic “ivill not 
he at a lofs to find me a fuccejfior^ 
nvho *wiU punijh you according to 
your def 'iti. As the mutiny flill 
continued, he cried our with a 
loud voice, I diJhanJ you all i ci- 
tizens, lay doiV’f yam arms, and 
be gone. With thefe words the 
whole legion wai ihunderllruck ; 
they obeyed ; quitted their arm?, 
laid down even their military 
garments ; and retired in filcnce, 
while the emperor’s guards took 
up their llandards, and carried 
them, together with the arms of 
the dilbanded legion, to the 
camp. However, before the em- 
peror fet outagainft the Perfians, 
he reftored them, upon the inter- 
ceilioh of feveral perfons of di- 
ftinTJon, to their former rank, 
after having punilhed with death 
their tribunes, for having fuffered 


the foldiers under their command 
to cranfgrefs with impunity the 
military laws, and for neglefting 
to fupprefs the turn jIt (4). This 
Icgioafignalized thcmfelves above 
the reft in the Perfian war, and 
fhew*ed more concern for the 
death of Alexander than ar y 
other (5). 

(R) One of his foldiers ha\ • 
ing injured an old woman, he 
not only dilbanded him, but ob- 
liged him to maintain her, as her 
flavc, with his labour, fo long 
ftie lived. Others he punilhed 
for very fmall ofiences with 
death, cauHng the public crier to 
repeat during the execution, J)o 
as you ajoould he done hy. It wa& 
death for any officer, of wfi^ 
rank foev^ir, to detain the lead 
part of hh foldiers pay or allow- 
ances. 


Vit, Asx, h'en, i3<>. 
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n&may and preferred only perfons of merit When they 
were Tick, he vifited them In their tentt, even the commc^n 
foldiers, fupplted them wtthdhariots, and AifFered them to wint 
Jiothine timt could any-way relieve or conifort ttem in their 
ficknete. If they were not in a condition to purfue dhplr 
march, he recommended them to the care ofperlons bf knhWn 
integrity and good-nature, whom he rewarded with great g^ 
nettmty for their trouble, whether the foldiers died or reco- 
vered r. He was always ready to hearken to the complaints 
of the meaneft in the army agdnft their tribunes, and other 
'officers, punifhing them, when gudty, according to the qua-^ 
lity of their crime, without any favour or diftin^ion *. 
fr^uently diftributed large Aims ^ong them, afcribing chiefly 
to their poverty the diforders they comnaiticd. They were an 
fo well clad and armed, fays Lsmpridius^ and the cavalry fo 
well mounted, that nathing gave a more true idea of the 
giindeur of the Roman empire, than the army of AUxaninf 
Severus ^ In his marches he caufed provifions to be got ready 
beforehand at the feveral places where the army was to eh* 
camp ; whereas, before his time, each foldier ufed to carry 
with him Aibfiftencc for feventeen days. In the enemy's coun- 
try, where he could not ufe that precaution, he caufed the 
neceflary proviAons to be carried on horfes, mules, and ca- 
mels ; which gained him the afFe&ions of the foldicry, and at 
the fame time rendered his marches As quick and expeditious, 
that he is faid in mod of his wars to have furprifed the enemy 
In his garb and drefs he little varied from the common foldlers, 
and his diet was the fame with theirs* He conftantly dined 
and flipped in public, with his tent open, and in the nght of 
the whole army ; and vifited, before he withdrew to repofe, 
each quarter in the camp^ Thus, partly with a feafonable 
He is hath feverity, partly with his affable and obliging behaviour, be 
re-eftabli(hed the antient dlfctpline among the troops, which 
hehved by had been intirelv n^gle£ted in the reign of Heliogahakis ; and 
the folds- gained, by his nrmnefs and intrepidity, fuch an authority over 
them, aa to difband whole legions ; which no emperor had 
offer^ to do fince the time of Julius Cafar w. 

With an army thus difeipUned, the emperor marched early 
in the fpring of this year 233* againft Artaxerxes^ who, fluflietl 
with his former fuccefles, would hearken to no terms, bow- 
<eT?r reafonable ; but advanced towards the frontiers of the 
Roman dominions at jthe head of an army coniifting of an in- 
numemble multitude of foot, and one hundred and thirty 

^ Vit. Alex. p. 120, I at. ’ ^ Idem, p, 130. • Idem, 

p. 119. izi. / Idem, p«.i3a. * Idem, p. 134* 

Idem, p. 117. 
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thou(and horfe, with eighteen hundred chariots armed with 
fithes^ and feven hundred dephams bearing towers on their 
baclc^ filled with archers, after the Perftan manner Of 
this war HerpMan gives us the following account : Alexander^ Thefuccefs 
havi^ divided his army into three bodies, ordered one to enter ^ 
another to march into the country of the Pa$iib»ans, 
and led himfclf the third, which confifted of the flower of 
army, at an equal diftance from the other two. They were *^*’^*"*^**’* 
all to meet at an appointed place \ but AUxander^ either thro* 
want of courage, or yielding to the intreaties and tears of his 
mother, inibad of purfuing his march, and entering the ene^ 
my’s country, halted in Mejopetamia ; fo that the body which 
had marched through the country of the Parthiam were in- 
tirdy cut ofF, whil^ ihev wafted the arrival of the emperor at 
the appointed place, aiio the other obliged to retire, and repafs 
in die depth of winter the mountains Armnia^ in which 
Mihful march great numbers of them died either with cold or 
hiHiger. The body which Alcxandtr commanded was greatly 
dimintfiied by ficknefs, and the emperor himfelf .was feized 
with a dangerous malady, which almofi brought him to the 
point of death ^ Others write, that Alexander was betrayed 
by Tome of his own people, and obliged to fave himfelf and 
his army flight. But mod hiftorians aiTure us, that he 
gained a complete vkSory over the Perjians j and Lampridius 
quotes the very words of Alexander to the fenate on that oc- 
cafion (S). 

After 

* Alex. vit. p. 135. Herodian. 1 . vi. p, 580. • r He- 
rod. ibid. 

(S) According to him, theem- like a common foldier ; vifited, 
peror entered the enemy’s conn- during the engagement, both the 
try, without fo myich as acquaint- wings of his army ; flew through 
ing beforehand Mb ofikers with the nnks « and, in ihort, dif- 
the route he intended to take, (duirged every duty of a valiant 
He was foon met by Artaxerxet, foldmr, and experienced com- 
ae the head of the moil nume- mander (6). The numerous 
Tons army that had ever been army of Artaxerxes was utterly 
fe^ in thoifi parts ; whereupon a routed, and tbit conqueror ob- 
battle enfuin^ the emperor di- liged, notwithflanding his former 
ftiiigtiiibcd himfelf in a vrry emi- vi^ories and conquefts, to « 
nem manner, encouraging the himfelf by a ihameful flight, 
foljiers more «by his example The partidlilars of this engage- 
than by words ; expofed himfelf ment we may learn firom AleX‘ 
to die enemy’s darts and arrows ander himfelf, who, on his return 


(6) yit. AUx, y. I JO, 131, 


to 



After tbisvii^ryj Alexander xttMUxeA io Jlntioih.^ with 
a deilgn tb purfue the war with frelh vigour the hnUpwing 


to gave the fenate an ac- 
count of thiii memorable expe- 
dition in the following fpeecK : 

Confcnpt fathers, we have 
“ overcome the Perjians^ and 
•' there is no need of great elo- 
qiience to acquaint you with 
“ the particulars of the viftory. 

The enemy came with feven 
** hundred elephants, the greateft 
number ever feen together in 
“ the field. Thcfe carried tow- 
ers upon their bacjks, filled 
“ with archers and ^ arrows. 

Three hundred of the ele- 
** phants we took, two hundred 
we killed upon the fpot, and 
** eighteen we have brought hi- 
thcr with us. They had eigh- 
** teen hundred chariots armed 
** with fiches, of which we 
took two hundred. We have 
** cut in pieces an army of one 
“ hundred and twenty thoufand 
** horle, and ten thoufand men 
armed cap-a-pe, with whofe 
** fpoils we have enriched our 
“ troops. We took a great 
“ number of prifoners, whom 
we have fold. 7 'he country 
of Mefopotamia^ lying between 
“ the Tigris and the Euphrates^ 
** which my predecefTor Helio- 
gabalm ncglefiied, we have 
reconquered, and brought 
again under fubjeflion. Wo 
have put the moil potent king 
“ JrtaxerxtSf as he is ftiled, to 
“ flight j the country of Ptrfia 
** hebeld him flying for the firft 
** time. In the place where the 
Remans formerly ^oft their 


enfigns and ilandards, the Per^ 
** fians have now loft theirs. 
** You fee, confcripc fathers,what 
** we have atchieved j the fub- 
jeft needs no eloquence to* 
adorn or fci it off ; the army 
is returned rich, ahd Idadett 
W'ith booty. It is incumbent 
upon you to appoint public 
•* thankfgivings for fo fignal a 
vifitoj)^ .that we may not ftesn 
^ ungrateful to the gods, who 
have blefled our arms with fuch 
“ fuccefs (7).’* This fpeech* 
Lampriilius aftures us, he copied 
out of the journals of the fehate, 
and found it, word for word, in, 
the works of many hiflorians ; 
and therefore he cannot conceive 
how Herodian could write, that 
Alexander loft his army by fa- 
mine, cold, arid ficknefs ; Which, 
he fays, is contradilfting all th6 
records, memoirs, and hiftories, 
of thofe times. Julius Capitpli- 
nus tells us, that Herodian bated 
Alexander^ and therefore gave an 
unftdthful and detrafling account 
of his Perfian expedition (8). 
However, he is followed by Z0- 
naras (9), and Cedrenus (i). 
But Aurelius ViRor, Pejius^ Eu^ 
trepius, St. Jerem, and SyneeJluif 
abandon him in this particnlar, 
and follow Lampridius. All the 
Oriental hiflorians Write, that 
Alexander was utterly defeated, 
and obliged to purchafe a peace, 
by yielding to the PerJianiXi the 
countries lying between tlvs f ir- 
phrates and the frontiers of Pe^ 
Itejiine (2). But. after ail, Lam-^ 


yu. Aiese. p* I30, 131. (8) Vtt. Maxim* p* 143. <9) aTa- 

nai. p, 2zj. (ij Cedren* p. ?.$6, fi) Rein, epfji. 48. 
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‘>«ng informed) that theCrr- 
mnihm invaded the Reman dominions, and at the fame time 
ttet 'Artaxerxis hacWifoanded great part of his army for want • 
of provifions, he refblvcd to quit the Eaft, and return to 
apprehending greater evils from the Germans than from 
th^Perfidns. Accordihgly, having ercaed feveral forts in 
fotamm., and left numerous garifons t6 defend them, he fetout 
from Antioch in the fpring of the following year, when Maxi- 
mus Urbanus confuls; and, arriving fafe at Alexander 

was there received by perfons of all ranks with the vreateft «> 
demonftrations of joy imaginable. He entered the city in l^ome.W 
triumph, his chariot being drawn, not by four white horfe« 
as was ufual but by four qf the elephants which he had 
taken When the.«e(^mony was over, he went to the fe- 
nate, where he made thefpcech we have related above. From ‘ « 
t^heftnate he repaired to Ae capitol, ami there confecrated ° 
fome of the Person fpoils to Jupiter Cepitolinui. Ikennc'v^' 
turning to the people, Have overcome the Perlians,* faid he 
and-the army is retwned loaded with booty. / promife you a ^ 
largefs^ and propofe to exhibit t0‘ morrow the Circenllan fporis 
I rom the capitoJ he marched to the palace on foot, foMowed 
by his triumphal chariot, and attended byihe fenate, the eque- 
ftrian order, and fuch crouds of people, all crying, Rome h 
fafe, Alexander that with much difficulty he 

reached the palace in four hours. The ‘next day he exhibited 
the,C/rcf»>r«fports, gave the prom i fed largefs, and, in ho- 
nour of his mother, ertabliffied a fund for the maintenance of 
the children of the poor citizens, who were thence called the 
children of Mama:a\ 

Iv the mean time news being brought \aRome, that the Ger~ He 
mans, and other northern nations, had paffed the Rhine and Rome.n, 
CM the emperor, to the inexpref- «■ 

fible pief of the fenate and people, left the city, and haftened the 
with his viaorious army into GW, to ftem this furious tor- German,; 
rent (T). In the beginning of the followit^ year, when Se- 

Virus 

* Alex. vit. p. 135 . Fest. p.y 53 . » Vit. Alex. p. i,, 

134 . »' ii’ 


pnidius relates fo many particulars 
of this vijlory, and appeals with 
fuch toafidcnce to ^hc journals of 
the lenate, and the biftoriaus of 
thefe times, that we cannot help 
preferring his authority to that 
of the Oriental hiftorians, and of 
Herodian himfclf. 

VoL. XV^ 


(T) are told, that a wow 
man, by ^ofelTion a Druid, 
meeting him oft his march, cried 
out ^ to him in her language, 
Vou may go j but hope not 
for viftory, nor trull your 
own foldiers.” The hiftorian 
does not inform us, whether 
^ V Jigx- 
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vcrus and ^inSfianus were confuls, Alexander 2 Av 2 X\ct^ .Vf \lij^ 
his army to tbe banks of the Rhine \ but finding the^^emy 
had repafied that river upon the news of his approach, he 
ordered a bridge to be built .over it, with a defign to at- 
tack them in their own country, as foon as the ieafon 
would allow him to take the field Heredian, who always 
paints Alexander as a weak and timorous prince, tells us, that 
he fent embafladors to the Gennans with propofals of peace, 
which he even offered to purck^fc at any rate i and adds, 
that, during the time of this fhameful negotiation, he diverted 
hlmfelf with driving chariots, and fuch-like unprincely exer- 
cifes ; which provoked the fuldiers, and occafioned his ruin 
7 heGz.\x\- But Lampridins clears the emperor from thefe ill-natured 
ifti legions afperfions j and aferibes the difcoiJtent of the foldiery, that is, of 
complain of legions quartered in Gaitl^ to thiSr licentioufneis, and to 
the /ffw- jjjg feverity of Alexander^ which they could not endure,, after 
V having been, under long inured to idkncfs,' and 

Alexar- all manne^ of debauchery. 

Among thefe troops was on^ Maxminus^ by nation ^Goib^ 
whom Alexander^ in regard of his valour, had preferred to 
ney are the command of a body of Pannonians ; but he, unmindful 
enconraged of his duty, and of the obligations he owed to the emperor, 
hy Maxi- inftead of attempting to appeafe the licentious anJ difeontent- 
minus. ed foldiery, fomented underhand the tumult, and, by his fc- 
ditious fpeeches, infpired the multitude with contempt for 
Alexander^ as one who was governed by a woman, meaning 
Mamaa^ and confcqucntly unfit for carrying on the war with 
vigour The emperor was then cither at’Meniz or Sicilia^ 
which moft geographers take to be the prefent village of Siclingen 
in the neighbourhood of Ment%^ or that of Ober-Wefel on 
the Rhine^ in the territory of Treves^ between Bappart and 
Bingen. As Alexander had but a fniall body of troops with 
him, Maxlminm refolved to lay hold, of that opportunity, 

** Vit. Alex. p. 137. ’^Heroo. l.vi. p. 585, 589. ** Idem ibid. 

Alexander heard and underfiood tranfported with joy, not dbubt- 
her ; but he aiTures up, that AUx- ing but he (hould die in the field, 
af^der feared neither death, nor which, he faid, was a death wor- 
the omens which were thought to thy of au emperor, obferving to 
prefage it ; whereof he gives us the afirologcr, that many erdit 
he f^lowing inftance : A cele- men had ended their d^ys by a 
brated aftrologer, by name violent death, and naming, a- 

fyhulttSy the emperor's particular mong the Alexander the 
friend, having one day told him. Great, Tmpey, Julius Cefar^ 
that his fate was to fall by the Demojihenes, and Cicero (3). 
hand of a barbarian, he 

■ (3', riT . . Vex . p . 135, 136. 
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and to difpsctch him, not doifbtii^; but the troops under his 
camtnnd, whom he had gained with mighty promifes, would, 
upon the death of that prince, proclaim him emperor. He 
imparted his dehgn to (bme of the moil bold and refolutc 
among his men, who, animated with the hopes of great pre- 
ferments, readily engaged to put it in execution, and imme- 
diately fet out for the place where the emperor then was, 
which they contrived to reach about an hour after mid-day, 
wben thofe who attended the emperor were withdrawn, to 
refrefh themielves, according to the Roman cuftom, with a 
(hort fleep after dinner. They no fooner appeared, than the 
few foldiers who were upon guard, betook themfclvcs to flight, 
having probably been gained over beforehand by Maximinus^ 

Mamaoy alarmed ^thc unexpe£fed noife and tumult, ran 
out, attended by the captains of the guards, to appeafe it ; 
but the aflaflins, having firfl murdered ^oth her and them, en- 
tered with their drawn Iwords the emperor’s tent, who,' as he was 
unarmed, and left quite alone, threw his imperial mantle over 
•his face, and received, without uttering a Angle word, the 
many blows with which they difpatched him, deriding him Alexander 
the whole time as a child unfit to be at the head of an army, is ajjajjl* 
and inveighing againft his mother, as oqp whofe only care was naud^ 
to amafs rifhes Such was the unfortunate and undeferved 
end of Alexander Severm^ after he had lived, according to 
the moft probable opinion, twenty-fix «years, five months, 
and nineteen days, and reigned thirteen years and nine days. 

The Itjfs of no prince was ever more regretted by the fenate, 
the people, and the foldicry, than that of Alexander^* who, 
by his wife adminiftration, had gained the afFe£lions of all 
ranks of men. The fenate immediately decreed, both to 
him, and to his mother MamesOy divine honours ; appointed 
them altars, priefis, and facrifices ; and infiituted, in honour 
of the deceafed emperor, an atinual feafl, which was {fill kept 
in the time of Conjlantim the Great y on thB firfl of October ^ 
Alexander's birth-dayA, The foldiers were no fooner apprifed 
of his death, than they put to the fword all thofe who had 
been any-way accefTory to it, except the chief author of it, 
Maximinusy who, by perfuading the foldiery, that he had no 
hand in the murder, cfcaped, for the prefent, the deferved 
punifhment. 

Ale^cander was, according to the teftimorw of ail jpits da- 
antients, Herodian alone excepted, one of j^he beft and wifeft raBer^ 
princes that cv#r fwayed a feeptre ; and, had he lived longer, 
would have intireiy reformed thofe abufts, Which, after his 

« Idem, p. 135. VicT. epit. Zos, 1 . i. p. 639, Herod. 1 . 
vi. p. 587. * Akx. vit. p. 136. 
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death, involved the empire in endlefs caiaqaities. He was 
fparing of the public money, liberal of his own, ' kind and 
Nh hatred generous to all good men $ but an irreconcileable enemy to 
ts thoje the wicked, efpecially to fuch as were conviftcd of having 
W'tf rsh- plundered the provinces, and opprefled the people committed 
^ to their care. Thefe he never fji^red, though his friends, fa- 

puoltc, vourites, and kinfmen j but fentenced them to death, and 

caufed them to be executed, notwithftanding their quality, 
or former fervices, like common malefactors (U). fie ufed 
to fay, that it was not a fufficieht punifhment to deprive cor- 
rupt inagiifrates and governors of their places ; but that, as 
the truft repofed in them was great, they ought to pay for the 
breach of it with their lives, fje banifiied one o'f hisi fecre- 
tarics foi giving to his council, in writii^g^a falfe account of an 
. affair; and caufed the finews of his fingers to be cut, that he 
might never write after. One of his Haves, conviCfed of 
having received a bribe, he caufed to be crutrihed on the 
road which led f/oin the city to the villa, where he frequently 
refiJed, that, by the fight of the body, which was left on the 
crofs, his other Haves might be deterred from the like prac- 
tices K. He never pardoned any crime committed againft the 
public •, but fuffered no one to be condemned, till his caufe 
was thoroughly heard, and his offence evidently proved. He 
retrenched ^11 the pcnfions which Heliogeihalus had fettled 
on his freedmen, and on buffoons, ftage-players, charioteers, 
gladiators, faying, that the emperor was but the fteward 
of the people, and therefore could not, without the utmoft in- 
iutlice; thus wantonly fquaiider away their revenues upon per- 
sons no- way ufeful to them. 

ft Alex. vit. p, 1 24 . 

(U) Eucolpius yie hiHorian, is Arahinus fiill alive, and a 
one of Alexander" chief favour- fenator ! Does he even prefume 
lies, tells us, as quoted by Lam- to appear in my prefence ! 

pridiui (4), that he could not Surely he takes me to be as 

even bear the fight of fuch pub- wicked as hinifelf !” After 
lie robbers ; infomuch that one this, he caufed it to be proclaim- 
Septmius Arabi^us, who had ed by the public crier, that if 
been tried for that crime, but any one guilty of the fame crime 
-irriuitted by favour of Uelhga- ever prefumed to appear in his 
balus^ coming one day with prefence, he fhould immediately 
other fenators to wlht upon the receive his defcfvcd piiniHiment, 
emperor, Alexander ^ on feeing notwithftanding the pardon grant- 
him, cried out in a violent paf- ed him by his predeceiror(5). 
Hon, O ye imnotortal gods I 

(5} Idem ikid, 

% 


(4) Akx, •vit* p* 119. 
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No prince ever paid greater deference to the fenate than His de- 
Alexander. He was. the firft emperor who allowed the fe- fermce to 
natbrs to fit when they came to wait upon him. He appoint- thefenau, 
cd no governors or magiltrates, without advifing with them ; 
and never failed to prefer fuch as they recomnaended to him. 

He admitted none into the fenate without the concurrence 
and approbation of all the members of that body, alking the 
opinion of each in particular, and examining, with great 
ftridtnefs, into the manners and former conduct of the perfon 
who was to be admitted. If, upon this inquiry, he was found 
unworthy of a place in the fenate, fuch of the fenators as had 
recommended him, w'ere th«mfelves degraded \ and fuch as 
had given teftimony of his probity, condemned, as in cafes of 
perjury, to lofe their t^ates, and banifhed for ever. He ne- 
ver admitted either freedmen, or their children, to the eque- 
ftrian order, ^which he ufed to csXV the^ tiurfery of the fenate. 

He appointed, that the captains of the guards fhould no 
longer be chofen out of the equeftrian, but only out of the HehflMu. 
fenatorial order ; that no one fhould have the power of judging 
a fenator, but who was himfelf a fenator ; for the captains ol 
the guards had been long the ordinary judges of the fenators 
in cafes of 4 reafon Thus, by degreed, the captains became 
the moft powerful officers in the fiate, and their office more 
confiderablc than even that of the confuls; which, in the 
end, ruined the authority of the fenate. 

In the adminifiration of jufiice Alexander never took upon Imprrrtial 
him to decide any law-fuit, without confulting his council, /» the ad- 
which confifted oi the moft learned civiliarxs in Rome^ w^hom minijha^ 
he obliged to give their opinions in writings after having al- tizn of 
lowed them time to examine and weigh matters at their lei-7«/'ir 
fure, that they might not pronounce fcntence without due 
premeditation. Thus were all matters of Juftice determined 
by perfons of known integrity, and well fkiiled in the laws. 

In military affairs he confultcd only fuch perfons as had ac- 
quired experience by their long fcrvice, and were well 
acquainted with the lituatiop of places, or men verfed in hi- 
ftory, inquiring of them what had at any time been done 
on the like occafions by his prcdeceflbrs, or other great 
captains. He is faid never to have given any public office out 
of favour or friendfhip ; but to have employed fuch only as 
were both by himfelf, and the fenate, judged the beft quaTi- 
fied for the ^difeharge of the truft repafed in them. He 
preferred one to the command of the guards, who had 
retired into the country on purpofc to avoid that office, fay- 
ing, that with him the declining fuch honourable employments 


^ Alex, vit, p- t2o. 
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was the beft recommendation to them. He would not (ufirer 
any honourable emoloyments to be fold, faying. He who buys ^ 
mujl fell in his turn ; and it would be unjifb to punift) one for 
fellings after he has been fuffered to buy. In appointing go- 
vernors of provinces he .obferveda commendable cuilom, 
which was to publish their names, and encourage all perfrns 
.to declare, either in public or private, whether they bad any 
thing to lay to their charge : Since Jews and Chriftians, faid 
he on this occafion, ufe fuch commendable tmibods in the choice 
of their priefisy it is reafonabU we Jhould proceed with the like 
care in the choice of reSlors^ of provinces^ who are entrujied 
with the lives and fortunes of fo piany perfans. Ashe pu mill- 
ed, with the utmoA fc verity, thofe who betrayed their trull, 
fo he rewarded, with great gcncrority,orifch as had anfwercd 
the good opinion he entertained of them, and cither raifed 
them to employmcnts^if greater profit, or, if they chofe to 
retire, prefented them with houfes and lands, faying, that, 
fince corrupt, governors enriched thenifelves at the expcncc 
of the people, good governors ought to be enriched at the ex- 
pence of tht* prince 

Alexander utter enemy to- all pomp and (hew, and ex- 

enemy trcmely modeft in hiyapparel, telling thofe who found fault 
io all pomp with him on that account, that apnnee ought to be difiin- 
ane/ jhew. guiflied from the reft, not by his apparel, but by his gallan- 
try, and virtuous actions. The rich prefents fent him by fo- 
reign princes he bellowed on the temples ; but fold all the 
jewels, employing the money accruing from them to the re- 
lief of the poor citizens. The embafladors of an caft- 
ern prince having prefented the emprefs with tWo pearls 
of a I# extraordinary fizc, Alexander ordered them to be 
fold ; but no one being found rich enough to purchafe them, 
he confer r.ited them to ferve as pendants to a ftatue of Venus^ 
that the tinprcis might not feem, by wearing them, to en- 
courage luxury in others. He kept fuch a fmall number of 
lUves and freeJmen (whom iie caufed to wear a particular 
fubit, in order to put them in mind of their condition), that, 
when he gave any public entertainment, be was obliged to 
life thofe of his friends, nay, and to borrow their plate.; for 
he fold all tlie gold, and moft of the filver plate belonging to 
the palace, to defray the neceflary charges of the govern- 
Hr.hces * nTybt without burdening the people. He reduced the inipofls 
tie with which Heliogahalush^Lil loaded both Romc^ and the pro- 

vinces, to the thirtieth part ; and fulFered f'evexaf cities to ap- 
ply even, that towards the repairing of their public buildmgs. 
He lent money without intcreft to the poor, wberewithAl to 
pui chafe houfes 'and lands, allowing them time to pay the 
• * AJex. vit. p. 1 1 9, &c. 
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capital with the product of their lands. He was (b far from 
filling the exchequer at the exf^nce of the people, that he 
could not abide the fight of thole, whofe province it was to 
levy the taxes ; he ufed to call them mcejfary evih^ and never 
fuffered any of them to continue in hh office a full year. He 
filled, at a vaft charge, the public granaries, which, upon 
his acccifion to the empire, he found almofi empty \ difiri- 
buted weekly great quantities of oil and corn among the poor 
citizens ; and allotted funds for the maintenance and educa- 
tion of their children He would not fufFer the money le- 
vied upon the public profiitutes and catamites to be returned 
into his private coffers, as oj:her emperors had done ; but al- 
lotted it towards tl^ repairing of the theatre, the circus, and 
the amphitheatre. * • • 

He built granaries in all parts of the city, for the ufe of 
thofe who had none of their own. ^ Of thefc public and con\- 
fnon granaries frequent mention is made by the antients. He 
caufed baths to be likewife ere£led in each quarter of the city, 
and, at his own expence, furnifhed them with wood, and 
oil for the lamps in the night ; whereas before his time they 
were never opened till the rifing, and were fhut again at the 
fetting, the fun. He built a greafr many fine houfes for 
I'uch of his friends and minifiers as had ferved him faithfully, 
and lived without reproach K He furniflied the governors of 
provinces, at their firft felting out, with money, and other 
things which were thought neceflary j that is, according to 
Lamfridtus, with twenty pounds tyeightof filver, eight mules, 
two horles, two gowns, an hundred pieces of gold, one 
cook, on# coachman, and one concubine, if the perfon he 
named was not married He founded a great many frq^- * 
fchools in Rome, and took particular care of the children of 
noble, but decayed families. He embcllifbed Rome with an 
incredible number of fiately buildings j repaired mofi of the 
antient ftru£lures, leaving upon them the names of their firft 
founders ; and erected in the great fquare of Nerva ftatues in 
honour of molt of the emperors his predeceflbrs, with in- 
fcnpti(3^s on columns of brafs, containing fuccindt accounts 
of all their memorable aiSions 

Al£Xand:eR. was a great encourager of learning, took 
much ddight in converfing with learnt nien, and ipent ajl 
the ^inic he could fparc from public affairs in rcadingn.he* 
Gtcek and authors, efpecjally P/tiTfl’s commonwealth^ 

gully's offices, the works of Horace, of Virgil, whom he 
ufed to Itile the Plato of the poets, and of Screnns Sammo- 
nicus, another poet, whom we have mentioned above He 

^ Alex. vit. p. 124. 130. ' Idem, p. 127. ® Idem, 

p, 130. « Idem, p. 123. o See before, p. 339, (D), 
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Jih learn' was himfclf well vcrfcd in all the branches of polite literature^ 
tng, and deferibed in verfe the exploits of fomc of his predecclTors P. 

He applied himfelf chiefly to the ftudy of judicial aflrology, 
which was by his orders -publicly taught 'AiRome/^ and pre- 
tended to be thoroughly acquainted with the fcience of the 
foothfayers and augurs, both as to entrails of facrifices, and 
, the flight and chirping of birds 4 . He often went to hear the 
' poets and orators declaim in the public fchools ; but would 
not allow them to write any thing in hispraife.' In fhort, 
Alexander^ to end the hiftory of his reign witlpf the words 
of Aurelius Vi£for, made it his whole ftudy to encourage 
virtue and learning, to reform abufes, to reftore the military 
diferpline, and to difeharge, with the greareft fidelity and dif- 
intereftednefs, each duty of an cxcelJen^t •Jrince. His endea- 
vours were attended with fuch fuccefs, that the empire would 
have ftill retained its fprmer luftre, had thofe who fucceeded 
him firmly maintained what he had fo wifely cftabliflied. Some 
of his predecefTors, namely Antoninus^ and M. Aurelius^ 

performed perhaps greater things ; but were older when they 
fame to the empiie, than Alexander was at the time of hw 
death". Of the writers who flourifhed in his reign, the 
reader will find a fuccinil account in oar note(WJ[^. 

p Vit. Alex. p. 123. 4 Idem ibid. ** Avp Vict. in 

Alex, 


(W) Lfitrpridius^ in his life 
ci Alexaftder^ often quotes Acho' 
iius^ Septimtuj, and Eucolpius ; 
but ieems to prefer Septimius to 
thf other two (6'. . They flou- 
liihed under Alexander, and 
wrote the hiftory of that prince's 
|eign. VoJIius ranks them among 
the Latin hiftorians, tho’ none 
of their works have reached our 
times ; and Lampridius does not 
inform us, whether they wrote 
in Greek or Latin (7}. AchoUus 
lived in the time of Alexander, 
but died long after ; for he was 
admijionum ma^fier, that is, in 
‘th^^modern phrafe, mafter of 
the ceremonies, to -the empe- 
ror l^akriany who began his 


reign in the year 253. eigh- 
teen years after the death of 
Alexander (8). He even wrote 
the life of ^ alerian, tnd confe- 
quently outlived him ; nay, Vo^'us 
is of opinion, that he was ftill 
alive in the reign of Aurelian,\vho 
was raifed to the empire in 270 
(9). Eucolpiuf not only lived in 
the time of Alexander, but was 
highly favoured by that prince 
( I ). A treatife on government, 
aicribed to EucolpUs^ was tranlla- 
ted out oi ' Greek into Englijh 
above an hundred years fince ; 
in which the reader will find a 
particular account of a fuppofed 
conference between the emperor 
Alexander and Origen, But, as 


(6) Vit, Alex. p. I19, 131, 136. (1) Vide Vqffl Lift, Lot. p. 719. 

(8) Aur. VtSi, p, zJS* • ( 9 j kft,Lat, U ii. 4. p, 182, (i) Akx, 

wr. p, 1 19, 

fome 
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fome clllniinftances of that con- life of JlUxandtr was lilcev'ife 
fcrencc are inconiiftent with what publiihrd hy Jurclius Philippus, 

. wc read in the bellhiftoriaos, we his hiiher’s freedman (9), Ju- 
are inclined to afcribe that piece Hut Gramauus, who inltruAed 
to fome modern Grtek writer^ Alexander in rhetoric, left fome 
and to look upon the whole as a declamations.which were ddl ex> 
mere fable (2). Gargilius Mar^ tantin the time 
tialis wrote likewife the hiilory Behde^ the celebrated civilians 
of the reign of Alexander^ and Vlpianus and Paulas^ of whom 
is ranked by Vopifeus among we have made mention above, 
thofe hillorianl^who wrote with FUrentinus, A^hus Marcianus, 
more examine fs than elegance (3] Hermogenes or Hertnogenianui 

Sergius, and other writers, quote * Calhftrata, and ^ Claudius Ve- 
a treatife on gardening by ono» nuleius Saturmnusy whofe names 
Gurgitius Martialis 9 but are famous in the panders, were 
whether this be the hilkrirm, or all PapiniarP^ difciplcs, and ilou- 
another author of the fame name, nfhed untfer Alexander \ as did 
\ve cannot take upon us to de- likewise Herennius Modeftinus^ 
termine. Marius Maxtmus wrote who was preceptor to Maximtw*^^ 
the hiilory of the emperors from the ion of the emperor of that 
7 rajan to Alexander^ and is often namp, and wrote fcveral books 
quoted by the writers, of jurifprudcnce, and, among the 

M. Valois takes him to be the reft, one in Gruky on the ex- 
fame perfon w«ich L, Marius Mn- cufesof guardians. He was ho- 
ximusy who had been conful, and noured with the confuldjip by 
was preferred by Macrinus to Alexander j but was Hill alive in 
the government of Pome in the the reign of Gordlany which bc- 
year 21 S (5). Ammianus Mar- ganin 2 39 time of 

cellinus ohfervcs, that at Rome, Alexandery fiouriflicd, as we ihp- 
in the fourth century, when learn- pofe, the lophtUs, w hoaremen- 
ing was utterly negledteu, many, tioned by Phil Jir at us in the end 
who never looked into any other of his wojk ; for he wrote foon 
book, read, with great attention, after that prince's reign (3). A- 
thc fatires of Ju'venaly and the mong thei'c was Ajfafiwy who 
hiilory of *Mariuf Maximus (6). attended the emperor into the 
Capitolinus commends his fince- Rail, aftcrwaids taught at 
rity and cxaAiicfs (7) ; but Vo- and was, in the end, prefer- 
whofe judgment is of great red to be one of the emperor'’* 
weight with the learned, lliles fecretarJes, and charged with the 
him of all hiHorians the moll province of drawing up his re- 
tedious and long-winded, and feripts, which he did in a bom- 
hnds fault with him for Ailing baltic and obfeure ilile. He was 
his books with fables (8). The a native of Ra^venna (4), Ca-^ 

(z) I'idt Selden, i.^Eutyrh. f.ot. p. 174, L„nihtt. a\r,, T6p. 

(3) ‘uit. p. 234, ^4) ytJe Cafaulf. 7 iot, p, r6S, (5) jft, 

364. Spin, p. 114. (6) yimmian, /. wwxx. p. 372. . ,'7; Fit. 

Alb. p. S^. (ii) Fide Ftff. hijl. hat. L ii. c. 3. p. 178. ^9; r.f. . Hex, 

p, JiS, (1) Idem ibid. p. 1I5. *'(2) Mex,^it.p, lyj. ^ Caj'aub. r.n, 

p. 178. Ma.xim. I'lt. p. 148, Cod. Juflin. 1. ii. tit, 12, leg. 11. p. 157. 

Fhbf jlpk, 59^ 6:2. {4^ 1dm, p, 623, 
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publilbed in 1602, thework upoa bira to do. ^Qf this 

of an anonymous Chriiliaii wn- writer Voffim takes no notice, 
ter, compofed, as the author in- But themoft lamoufl( df kll the- 
Ibrms usy in the thirteenth year writers, who flourifiied under 
of AUxttnder'^ teigo, and the Altxandir^ ^ was the celebrated 
a36th after the birth of our hiftorian Dio Caffiur^ called alfo 
Saviour. But he counts two hun- Caffius Coeaios or Cocceianus. 
dred and fix years hope our H# was a native of Nicaa in Bir- 
Saviour's death, fup^fing him thynia^ and probably related to 
to have lived only thirty years. Cocaiaxus Dio^ a citizen of Prtrfa 
This work is , an ilbdigefted in the iame prdfrince, in whofe 
abridgment of geography and behalf Pliny the younger wrote 
chronology, and, in the opinion Jo Trajan (8). Under Tnjan 
of the learned, full of anachro> flourilhed another Dio of Prufa, 
nirms, and other faults. The a ^dus fophift, commo^ 
^anferibers of Canijiul's copy known by the name of Dio 
have left odt the chi^nological Chryfofiomns^ who wrote fevcral. 
table of the Roman en^rors, works, which have reached our 
which is twice promifed in the times (9}. The hiftoriah was the 
pre&ce (5 ). Father VAbbi^ who fon of Afronianus^ who was go- 
has publiihed the fame autjior, vernor of Cilicia about the yckr 
found in his copy the above' men- 1B5. when the two brothers 
tioned table, which is far from S^jantilii were put to death by 
being exa£t (6). It ends with Commodus^s order \i). He was 
the thirteen years and nine days likewife for fbme time governor 
pf the reign of Alexander (7) ; of Jilyricum (2). His fon was 
whence it is plain, that the au- at Rome in the reign of Comma- 
thor put the laft hand to it in duty leaft towards the latter 
the beginning of the reign of end of it (3). He was (cnator 
Maximinus. In hxhor VAbke*^ in the year 192. the laft of the 
edition of tliis work, the author reign of CommoduSy and named 
promifes a catalogue of the bi- prstor for the enfuing year by 
ihops of Rmey and the time of Pertinax, who had a particular 
their refpedlive epifcopacies ; but kindnefs and efteem for hhn (4). 
that catalogue is wanting in He was appointed confiil by the 
the manufeript. The author emperor Severus (5) ; attended, 
was, perhaps, a native of Remey after chat prince’s death, his fon 
and a pricil ; for, in father Caracalla into the Ball (6) $ and 
be'o edition, he addrelTes him- fpoke with him, for the laft time, 
felf to a deacon, whom, he lays, at Nicomedkiy about the latter 
he defigns to iuftrufl $ which, in cud of the year 21 5 [7). m. 
the primitive church, no eccle- ennus named him to the govern - 
fiaftic of an inferior rank, and meat of Smyrna and Pergamusy 
'^uch Idfs a layman, would have which he held under iteliogaha- 

( Sj Canif. antiq, loH. tom. ii. p, 594. (6) VAbht hibl. tiov. tom. i- p. 308, 

( 7) Idem, f. 309. (8) Plm. 1 . x. epifi. 87. p. 6ia. (9) Suid. p. y^'^y 

& 765, (1) Dio, 1 . ixix. p. 7S8. IjH I, Ixxii. p. 8ao. (a) Idem, 1 . xlix. 

p. 413, (3) Idem, 1 . Ixxii. p. 818. f 4; JdaH ibid, p, 8w>, 827. 

/ Jxxiii. p. 833. (5) Idcntj J. Jxxvi. p. 869, ( 6 ) JJfm. i, Ixxviu. 

p 4 8S3, 884. (7) Dio, 1 . Ixxix. p. 

lus» 
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lus^ and was IHll in JJia in the mo& part of that time abfent 
year aai (8). From Afia.^ he from J/a^ (4)^ afid confeq^uently' 
went into % whence he not fo well acquainted with what 

was recalled, and appointed go- pafTed at Bmt. He had, it feems, 
vernor, firft of afterwards begun his hidory before the 

of lllyricumf and laftly of Fee- death of Bhutianus^ that is, be- 
nwiiai in which ^vemments he fore the year 004. and end^ it 
acquitted himielf to well^ that foon afoer the year 229. for he 
Alexandir^ upon his return to takes no notice of AUxander^e 
l^»Kr,honouredhim withafeQpnd war with the F//>foirr. His ac- 
confuilhip in ^ year 228 (9). count of the public tranfaftions^ 
When the time of his confulfoip from the reign of Camm^Uu to 
expired, he obtained leave to re- . that of Alexander^ is very par- 
turn into his own country, where^ ticular and minute ; for he then 
he paired the remaining partVf began to write, not what he had 
his life in retirement. Dio Caf learnt of others, but what he hade 
Jius wrote in eight decades, that himfelf feom and obfenred. He af- 
is, in eighty books, the Romanhi- fares us, that no one capable of 
Hory, from the landing of jSneas writing an hiftory was better ac- 
in liafy, to the reign of the em- quainted, than himfelf, both with 
peror Alexander (1). In the the .public and private tranfac* 
time of SeveruSf he wrote a book tions ; which is not at all in- 
en the dreams, and other pro- credible in a perfon of his rank, 
digtes, which«feemed to prefage His foie, according to Bhotius^ 
the rile of that prince ; which is fublime, and anfwerable. to 
being well received by the em- the gre^tnefs of his fobbed 4 hie. 
peror, Dto dreamt the following terms exprellive, his phrafe ele- 
night, that his genius command- g^nt, his periods full, and well- 
ed him to undertake the writing founding, and the whole worthy 
of hillory. Accordingly he im- of the beft hiftorians of ancient 
mediately beg^ that of the reign Greece, He propofed Thu^dides 
of Commodus ; and, being encou- for his model, and does not, in 
raged by Se^vfrtu, and others, to the- opinion of Bhotiusy fall much 
whom he read what he had done, Ihort of that excellent writer ( 5 ). 
to apply himfelf to the writing VoJJiusy however, blames him 
of hiflory, he undertook that of for dacryuig the greateft men 
Rme (2), and fpem ten years in of antiquity, namely, Cicero, 
colleding the neceilary materials Bruttu, Cuffiusy and Seneca ; but 
for fo great a work, and twelve others clear him from that cen- 
more in compoling it (3). He fare, and think be aded the part 
is very minute in his hiftory of of an unbyafed hiftorian, in dif* 
the emperors to the death of covering the faults (for no man is 
Heliogabalui ; but gives us only without faults) even of thole 
a fummiry account of the ei^ht whom he himfelf moft admired" 
firll ye^rs of Alexander y having (6). He blames only what in 
been, as he himtelf informs us, them was blameworthy, and 

(8) 915- I9J i’ lxatx.pf 917. (i) SiuW. f. p, 753, (z) Hem, 

/. Ixxi?. p. »a8. Phvt. c. 71. p. 105. (3) Idem, /. JxxiK p. 8x9. (4.) Idemy L Jxxvi. 
p. 86ot (5) Phot, e, 71. p. 103* ($) Feff, hjft. Great, L ii. r, 15# p. aaS. 
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commends wbat to him feemed 
commendable. Others think him' 
too diiTafe in his accounts of 
dreams, prodigies, and other > 
things of that nature, beneath 
the dignity of an hidorian . He 
wrote, as we have obferved a- 
bove, the Roman hiitory in eighty 
books ; but of that great work 
only a fmall phrt has reach^ us.' 
Por the firft thirty -four, books 
have been long fince intirely lod ; 
and of the thirty-fifth only feme 
fragments are remaining : the 
following books, from the end 
t)f the thirty-fifth to the fifty- 
fourth, are thought to be intire ; 
but the next fix are, in fome 
places, llrangely maimed and 
corrupted. Of the twenty lafi, 
we have only 'fome fragments 
publilhed by Fuhtius Urjinm and 
M. Valois. However, .that great 
lofs has been, in fome degree, 
fupplied by John Xiphilin, who 
was patriarch of Confiaatinoph 
in the eleventh century, and epi- 
tomized Z>/0's hiftory from the 
thirty-fifth book to the end. 
This<epitome is greatly efteemed 
by the learned, and thought to 
be very exaft. The hiftory of 
Zonaras may likewife be called 
an abridgment of Dio^s work ; 
for he copied, as he himfelf owns, 
inoft of his hiftory front Dio, 
and followed him with great 
exaflnefs. Thefc abridgments 


have been of great ufe to us m .<| 
the compiling of our hiftory ; , 
for in them are to be fbund the 
moft material tranfaflions of the 
Romans, from the period where 
Tacitus's hiftory ends, to the 
tin\p of the emperor Alexander » 
From that prince to Confiantine, 
the hiftory of the emperors is 
mdri perplexed, and lefs certain : 
for Herodian wrote with more 
elegance than exadniefs ; and 
Lampridius, and the .other Au- 
^ufiine W|[i(ers, fcarce deferve the 
name & hiftorians. They wrote 
in the beginning of the fourth 
century ; and Aurelius ViBtor and 
Eutropius only copied them about 
the clofe of the fame century. 
Zojmus, who wrote at the end 
of the fifth century, (hews, by 
the miftakes of which he is guilty 
in the very beginning of his 
work, that he either made ufe 
of bad memoirs, or did not uo- 
derftand the good. ones. Dio Caf- 
Jius, befides his Roman hiftory, 
publilhed a particular hiftory of 
Trajan, the life of the philofo- 
pher Arrian the difciple of Epi^ 
ffetus, itineraries, the hiftory of 
the Perfians, and that of the 
Geu (7). The latter was known 
to Jomandes, who copied from 
it what he writes of Telephus^ 
king of the Geta, in the times of 
Achilles and UljuJes (8). 


(7) Smd, Z-p. 714. ('8) Jornan^ de rcb% Gothic* c, 9. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 

^be Roman Hifioryt from the Death of Alexander 
Seyerus, to the Captivity of Valerian, when the Em- 
pire was ufrrpedhy thirty Per fins at once, commonly 
called The Thirty Tyrants. 

T H E murder of Alexander occafioned a great tumult and Maxiiiii- 
confufion In the army ; during which the Pannonian nus de- 
troops*, under the command of '^Maximinus^ proclaimed him dared 
emperor ; and the reft, finding no other appeared to claim or emperor^ 
difpute that title, followed their example, an^ took the ufual his 
oaths to Aihximinus, after hj had folemnly declared, that 
had been no- way actJf&ry to the death of Alexander* The 
new emperor immediately declared his fbn Maximinus Cafar^^ 
and prince of the Raman youth, inveftjd him with the tri- 
hunitial and proconfular power, honoured him with the title 
of Atigujlusy and took him for his partner in the fovereignty.^ 

The fenate, whom he took care to acquaint, as foon as pof- 
fible, with his afTumption to the empire, not daring'to oppofe 
the choice of the foldicry, confirmed it ; fo that Maximinus 
was, without the leaft oppofition, ackn9w}eged emperor by 
the fenate, the .people, and the army He was, according^// 
to Syncellus a native of Thrace ; according to Herodian^ traPiion 
Capitolinus, and yarnandes^ born in a village on the confines pre- 
of that province, and the country of the barbarians.* 
father, by name Micca^ or Alicea,^ was a Goth \ and his 
mother Alaha^ dt Abala^ an Alan He is ftilcd in the an- 

tient infcripiions C. Julius Verus Maximinus, He was of a 
very mean extradliofi, and, in his early youth, a fhepberd, 
but of a gigantic fiaturc, being eight feet and an half tall, 
and yvithal exceeding well ihaped, all his limbs anfwering his 
ftaturc in fymmetry and proportion. Of his ftrength w*on- Hisml^hcy 
derful things are related by the antients ; to wit, that he was Jlrength. 
often feen to draw a loaded waggon, wKich two oxen could 
fcarce move, to tear up trees by the roots, to crumble peb- 
yes'between his fingeis, fsrV. Befides, he was fo bold and 
courageous, that he took delight in expofing himfelf to the 
greateft dangers : whence he was called, for his courage and 
valour, Achilles^ Hector^ and Ajax ; for his firength, Her- 
culesy Antaus^ and Alilo \ but, at the fame time, for his fit- 
vage cruelty, Bufiris^ Phalarisj and Cyclop^. 

tii:. was firft known to the emperor Septimius Severus on On nuhat 
the following occafion : That prince having exhibited, as he accafion 

« Max. vit. p. 142. Sykc. p. 361. ' Herod. 1 . vi. 

p. 585. Max. vit. p. 138, JoRNAND. regn. c. 22. 

paffed 
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Jirfi known through TZrr^rf, fome military games and exercifesin 
% the em- honour of his fecond foil Gtta^ and propbfed prizes for the 
peror Sep- conquerors, Maxtminus^ at that time about t\<wnfy yaffs old, 
-timius Se- begged^eave of the emperor, partly in the Lam^ and pardy 
verus. In Ujjg Thracian language, to enter the lifts, and try his IkiU 
ivith the reft. The emperor, admiring his fize, matched 
him, not with the foldiers, -as he liras a barbarian, bht i^ith 
fome of the ftrongeft ftaves ^ the camp ; whom he overcame, 
fixteen one after the other. Hereupon the emperor ordered 
him to be lifted ^mong the horfe. A few days after,, as the 
emperor was vifiting the different quarters of the camp on 
horfeback, Maximinus^ accofting him, began to run by him. 
The emperor, to try whether he could run as well as be 
could wreftrle, put his horft upo'n a fulbgallop, and rid round 
the camp. Maximinus keeping clofe *by him the whole time, 
till both he and his hone were quite fpent. Then turning to 
him, Thracian, faid ne, art thou now difiofed to wrejtle ? 
I am^ anfwered Maximinus ^ as much as you pleafe* The 
emperor immediately difihounted, and ordered fome the 
ftrongeft foldiers, and heft wrcftlers, in the army, to enter 
the lifts with him ; of whom he overcame and threw down 
feven, as if they had bcenfo many children | Which fo pleafed 
the emperor, that He prefented him with a gofiden collar, 
placed him among his guards, and heaped maby favours upon 
him, appointing him extraordinary allowances, the common 
pay not being fufficient to fupport him : for he ufed to eat, 
according to Julius Capitolinus^ forty, according to Mlius 
CarduSy a more antient hiftorian, fixty pounds weight of 
flefh a day ; and to drink eight amphora of wine^ that is, 
fix gallons, without ever eating or drinking to excefs 
Pre/trred He was preferred by Caracalla to the poft of a centurion ; 
iy Cara- but quitted the army upon that prince’s death, being unwilling 
ealla. to ferve under Macrinusy the chief author of the murder, 
and retired to his own country. When Heliogabalus came 
to the empire, he offered bis fervice to him ; and, being ad< 
mitted again into the army, he was, by the intereft of his 
friends, raifed to die rank of a tribune ; but always declined, 
under fome pretence or other, attending the emperor, who had* 
difobliged him with an impure jeft, alluding to his mighty 
ftrength He had even abfented himfelf from Rone^ not being 
He is able to bear the fight of that lewd monfter $ but returned thither 
greatly when he underftood, that Alexander was raifed to the empire ; 
favoured and was by that prince received with the greateft deinonftra- 
Alex- tions of kindnefs and eftcem, recommended by him to the 
fenate, created fenator, and honoured with the 'command of 
* Herod. 1 . vi. p. 585. Max. vit. p. 138, 139. « Max. 

vit. p. 139, 140, 
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A |tew-«|^)fed leSWt trhicb .the laiperor thou^t him well 
^qualified to in&ru^ in tlie military txtrdfes. In that office 
he a^uitt^ hii^l & weit» that Alexander preferred him to 
an ^mraaiid, and, at the breaking out of thttGerffian 
war, charged him with the care of difciplining the new-raifed 
troops, confiftiog chiefly of panmnians {A). 

MAXiMitiys no fooner faw himfelf vefted with the fo- Hiscruelty 
yereign power, than be difmifled all thofe who had been cm- after bis 
ployed by Alexander in places of truft, and appointed creatures acceffonta 
of bh own in their room, fele 61 ed, for the inoft part, out of emfire* 
the very dregs of the people. He made It bis chief ftudy to 
gain the afFetSlions of the foldiery } but, choofing rather to 
be feared than loved by the veft of his fubjeds, he began his 
reign with unheard-qf cruelties. All thofe who had been in- 
timate with Alexander^ or (hewed the leaft concern for his 
death, were, by his orders, inhumanly maflacred \ the fe- 
Jiators whom he had created, degraded ; and fuch officers as 
he had raifed, under various pretences, difeharged, and molt 
of them bani(hed. Being afiiamed of the meannefs of his 
extfadion, he caufed all thofe who knew, his parents, or any 
of his family, to be privately murdered, though many of them 
had relieved him when in a low condition, and, by their in- 
. Cereft, raifod him in the. army. His ci'uelty was heightened 
by the confpiracy of Magnus^ "a confular of an illuftrious fa- 
mily, and great merit. He c6nfpired with feveral of Alexan-f^^^y 
dir*^ old.foldiers to break down the bridge which that prince 
■ had built over the Jthine^ after Maxhninus had paiTed it, and 
abandon him to the enemy. But,, the confpiracy being dif- 
covered, all thofe whom Afaximinus only furpe£led to have 
been privy to it, were inhumanly maffacred, to the number of 
four thou&nd, without being tried, or even examined ; which 
induced many to believe, that the plot was only a <;pntrivance 
of Maximinus, to rid himfelf of thofe who gave him um- 
brage ^ 

^ Max. vit. p. 142. Herod. 1 . vii. p. 589. 

(A) We are told, being proclaimed Auguflust and • 

mnder had even feme thoughts of his father's partner in the empire, 
marrying his fifier TbeocHa to the he fuiFered his /bldiers not only 
fon of Maxminus, who, in moll; to kifs his hand, but his knees 
iitfcripcions, is* ftiled C. yulius and feet, which his father could 
Ferus ^ximinus. He was a never endure. When he ^ . 
youth of exnnordinary beauty, killed with his father in the year 
in ^^tore almuft equal to his h- 238. he wA betrothed to Julia 
ther, well-fhaped, brave, coura- Fadilla^ the great -niece of .dh/0- 
geous, but proud and haughty ninus Pius ( i). 
tQ fiich a d^ree, $hat, upon his 

(i) Max, vit. p, IZ9, 
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Remans a/aw, jrtih fervcd in fifi /Iran wd^w-^ 
rw/e. attached! ta the lafke lorr^ef 




4£4in{} his will, with the ^Furolc^ and aO the en£jS^ 

of fovereigntv. But foot! aner 6Mli tvho had 

tlie chief author of the revolt, aM^eteoded great fri^dfiwp^^ 
^artiRus for ^^riinu^j murdered him xvhile he was jrepofuijg;* In his’ 
bttrayed jg^ Carried his head to MaxMmft^ Vho, iiiftead of 

rewardmg him according to his caefed him fisitie 

• time afteT to be executed for rebelling againil his prince, 'And 
betraying hi$ friend 8. The Ojthomans returning to their 
duty after the death of theJWHowbg yUat, when 

S verus and ^intianm were confuls, entered 

Cierm^ny at the bead q( a mighty army, ravag^ the country* 
far and wide, burnt the enemy’s habitations, catrfed off-their 
corn and cattle, and took an incredible nuniber Of j*|Hfalibn«a’s« 
M IX mi Se vt ral battles w ert* fought in the woods and marihes, in eacbof 
DUS which the emperor killc?d many of the enemy with his own hand, 
fivrttii difcharging every duly of a gallant foldier, and experiencca 
wJlonei cofnmander. He chofc always to fight at the head of his 
Germ n ^ *^oops, aod often grappled with the enemy hand td* hand liki^ * 
a common foldier, Havingi ift one encounter, to encourage 
his men, rulhed fwoid in hand into the midft of'tWencmy, 
he wds Airroundcd on all Tides, and had been either Itilled ot 
taken, notwithftanding his extraordinary firength, in which ' 
he placed too much confidence, had not his men, animated « 
by ^Iie example of their genera], haftened to his refeue. He 
took care to tranfmit an account of his vidlories to the fenate ; 
telling them, among other things, that he had U>d wafte the 
enemy’s country four hundred miles round ; defiroyed near 
one hundred and fifty of their villages ; taken an incredible 
number of pi ifoners ; and fought more battles, than any of the 
antienis had ever done He ordered bis exploits to be re- 
^efexued m painting, and hung up in the fquares and public 
places at Rom^, For thefe victories the fenatc decreed both 
to him and his fon the title of Germanicus ; which is liill to 
be Teen on feveral of his medals \ ^ 

Ycai of From he marched into lUyrkum^ and, having , 

ihv flood pa(]};d the winter at Simiivm in Pannoma^ where he ehter^ 
2584. upon hb firft confulihip, and took A^ricanus fer'^is collegue, 
early in the finring Ke h?d hb army into the jcbw:trie8 of the 
Of" Rome Sannatiam, gained ieveral vi&iries over thofis 

9 ^ 4 * s Hfrod. 1 . vii. p. 590. Max. vit. p. 14a, &c. ** Idem ibid« 

i Goliz. p, 101, 102. BiftAO p. 329. * 
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barbarous nations, and obHged them to fubmlt to fucH terms Overcomtt 
as he was pleafed to impofe upon them. He had nothing lefs the Da- 
in' view than to extencl the borders of the empire to the norths clans and 
ern oceaJl| which he would hive cafily accomplilhed, fays Sarma- 
Herodian had he not been interrupted by a civil war, and 
great difturbances at home, occafioned by ^is unheard-of 
cruelty, and infatiable avarice« Ha encouraged informers, His crtsfl* 
feigned plots, and condemned, without diftin^lion of quality, O', 
fex, or age, all who were accufed, feizing their eilates, and 
reducing the richeft families in Rome to beggary. PeiTons of 
the greateft diftin£lion were fiiatched away from their friends 
and relations, and, upon various groundlefs accufations, car- 
ried into Pannoniay to be judged by the emperor, who never 
failed to condemn ,thcm eitner to death or banifhment, and 
to fcize their eftatcs, whether the crimes laid to their charge 
were proved or no. Not fa tisficd with idle wealth of fo many 
illuftrious families, he began to plunder the temples, to llrip 
the public buildings of their ornaments, and to feize on the 
public money in the cities allotted for the maintenance or di- 
Verfions of the people. This alarmed the pc>pulace, and diT- The peopit 
pofed them to a general revolt, which firft broke out in Africa^ in Africa 
about the middle of May of the enfuing vear, when Perpetuus re^voU, 
and Corncliunus w^ere confuls, on the following occafion : 

Two young men of great diflin^ion, being condemned by 
the emperor’s receiver in that province, who opprefled the 
people in a moft tyrannical manner, to pay a fine, which 
would have reduced them to beggary, confpired to fave their 
fortunes, by deftroying him ; and accordingly, having gained 
fome foldiers of the legion quartered there, they fell upon him 
tinexpedledly, and cut in pieces both him, and fuch of the 
foldiers as attempted to defend him. 

This murder, they well knew, the emperor would never 
forgive ; and therefore, well apprifed, that the only means 
of efcaping the punifhmcnt due to their crime, was to create 
a new prince, they openly revolted, and, with the concurrence 
of the people, who could no longer bear the tyrannical go- 
vernment of Maximinusy proclaimed Gordianusy at that time 
proconful of Africa y emperor in his room. Gordianus was Gordian 
defeended of an illuftrious family, poflefled of immenfe wealth, prodaimed 
and univerfally beloved both at Romcy and in the provinces, empty ot tn 
many of^ which he had governed, on account of his extraor- Atr.ca. 
dinary merit and virtues j but, as he was advanced in years, 
being at this tii»e eighty and upwards, when the people broke 
unexpc6tedly into his houfc, and faluted him with the tide of 
Auguftusy he threw himfelf upon the ground, and begged, 

** Herod. I. vti. p. 59a. 
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* with manjr tears, they would fuffer him to fpend the poor 
remains of his life in quiet, and choofe Tome other more able, 
an account of his age, to deliver the ftate from.the tyijuinical 
voke under which it groaned. But thi? people, at tbcjf 
neadone Mauritius^ a perfon of great authority among them, 
continuing unalterable in their former refolution, Gordianus 
was, in the end, conftrained to accept the enfigns and title 
of emperor ; which hd had no fooner done, than, to the 
.cxprcifible joy of all the Africans^ he took his fon, who wre 
the fame name, was then his lieutenant, and had been conr 
ful, for his partner in the empire. From Thyfdrusy a city of 
no fmall note in Byzacene^ not far from Adrumetum^ where 
this happened, Gordianus marcjied to Carthage y and made his 
entry into that city arrayed with the imperial purple, amidft 
the loud acclamations of the people/' ftluting him with the 
title of Gotdianus Africanus. 

He writes From Carthage wrote to the fenate and people of Rome^ 
io the ft- acquainting them with what had happened in Africa, and 
mate : aiTuring them, that he had accepted the empire agaiidft his 

will, and was ready to refign it, if they did not think fit to 
confirm his election. In the decrees which he fent with his 
letters, and ordered to be publicly fet up, with the approba- 
tion of the fenate, he gave leave to all exiles to ^turn home, 
banifhed the informers, promifed large Turns to the people, 
and to the foldiery a greater largefs than any emperor had ever 
given. At the fame time he wrote to all the great men in 
Rome, moft of whom were his particular friends, encouraging 
them to exert themfelves on tlie prefent occafion, and join 
him in refeuing Rome from the infupportable tyranny of 
Maximinus, which was the only motive that had prompted 
him, in his old age, to fubmit to fo heavy a burden as the 
empire. In his letter to Junius Syllanits, then conful, he 
charged that magifi rate to difpatch, without delay, FitalianuSy 
who commanded the body of the prartorian guards that had 
been left in Rome, and was greatly attached to MaximinuSy 
being of a no lefs cruel and fiivage temper than that tyrant. 
Syilanus, upon the receipt of this letter, fent the quseftor, 
attended by feme refolute men, with letters 'to Fitalianus^ 
which he pretended to have juft received from Maximnus, 
injoining them to draw him afidc, and difpatch him while he 
was perufing them ; which they did acccordingly, and then 
gave our, that what they had done was by Maximi/ms*s or- 
ders : which wae^believed % for thus he ufed to treat even his 
heft friends. ^ 

After this, the conful Syilanus affembled at his houfe 
the prsetors, aediles, and tribunes of the people ; and, attended 
by them, iVcnt to the fenate % and there read, on the twenty- 

feventh 
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fpventh day of Mav^ the lettexs which Gordianus had written 
both to then^, ana to him. Hereupon the fenate, in great who ac^ 
tranfports of joy, 4l^]ared, without th^ leaft hefitation, the kno-wiege 
two Gfifdkms emperors, the two Addxmtns public enemies ; idm tmpf 
and decreed a great reward to fuch as Aiould kill either of ror, and 
them. At the fame time they named to the prxtorfliip of the declare ^ 
enfuing year a third Gordian^ grandfon to the elder, tho' then Maximi- 
only twelve years old. Thefe proceedings, however, were 
kept fecrct, till fuch time as the fenate had taken the necef> 
fary meafures for quafliing at once the party of the Maxi mins 
in Rome ; which was no fooner done, than they gave out, 
that they were both killed, and that the two Gordians reigned 
in their room. The ediAs of* the latter were publicly hung 
up, and their images jqpried ta the camp, with their letters to 
the foldiery, who, beinf, after the death of Vitalianusy dcfti^ 
tute of a leader, readily fubmitted to the Gordtans. As for 
the people, tranfported with rage againlt Maximinus hardly 
to be exprefTed, they immediately ran and pulled down all 
his llatues and monuments, uttering dreadful imprecations 
againll the bloody tyrant, and his fon. . At the fame time the 
fenate enaded a decree, fentencing to death all the friends of 
Maximinusy and the minifters of his cruelty. Hereupon fuch 
of them, as had not the good luck to efcSipe, were maflacred friends a/ 
without mercy by the enraged multitude, dragged through Maximi- 
thc ftreets, and thrown into the common fewer. Several 
innocent perfons periihed with the guilty, many laying hold 
of that opportunity to difpatch their private enemies or ere- 
ditors. Sabinus^ governor of .endeavouring to put a 
Hop to thefe diforders, had his brains dafhed out with a blow 
from one of the mob, and his body was left for fome time 
in the public Hreet 

In the mean time it being publicly known, that Maximinus fenatd 
was ftill alive, the fenate ifiued a fecond decree againft him, ^ 
declaring anew both him and his fon public enemies ; and at snanrenjoli 
the fame time difpatched perfons of the greatefl intereft and 
authority into all the provinces, with letters to the proconfuls, *^‘®“** 
prefidents, lieutenants, tribunes, ^c. exhorting them to join 
in the common caufe, and exert thmfelves in defence of their 
common liberties, againft a raging tyrant, and public «nemy 
(B). They likewife chofe twenty fenaton, who had all been 

confuls,. • 

• " 

1 Gordian, p. <53^ Irfeq. Max. vit. p.*i43i &f<^« Hl« 

HOD. 1 . vii. p. 595 -—598. 

(6) The letter, wb dh the fe- conceived in the following iermi t 
nate wrote on this ocafion, was To all procbnfali, prefidents, 

C c a hca^ 
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confub, and Tent them mto difibrent partB of Italy^ with 
orders to guard night and dav all the roads, ports, and har- 
bours, that no account of wnat had paffi# at Romi might be 
tranfaiitted to Maximmus before the arrival of Goi/tean. The 
letters of the fenate were received in moft cities and provinces 
with incredible joy, and a dreadful daughter was made of the 
officers and friends of Maximinus. Only a few places con- 
tinued faithful to him, and either delivered up to the tjrrdfit, 
or malTacred, the deputies of the fenate. At Rome perfons 
of all ranks and ages, even the^a^omen and children, crouded 
to the temples, befeeching the gods, that they would never 
fufFer the bloody tyrant to approach the city ®. 

Maximinus, who was at ;his time either in Thrace or 
Sarmatla^ foon received intelligence of what had pafled at 
Rome^ and in Africa^ notwithftanding all the precautions of 
the fenate ; nay, a c(;'py of the decree of the fenate, declaring 
him a public enemy, and fetting a price upon his head, was 
His rage tranfmitCed to him ; upon the reading of which he flew into 
upon the fuch a paffion, as can hardly be expre^ed or conceived : more 
nrws of lilce a wild beaft than an human creature, fays the author of 
there'voU. |^js he beat his head againft the wall, threw himfelf upon 
^ the ground, tore his royal robes, drew his fword, and, after 
having uttered dread?ul menaces againfl: the fenatS, fell upon ' 
thofe who flood next to him, and would have killed his fon, 
had he not quickly withdrawn, for having refufed to quit him, 
and live at Rome ; which the father advifed him to do upon 
their Aril coming to the empire, and which would, in his ' 
opinion, have kept the fenate and people in awe, and pre- 
vented the prefent revolt. In fhort, fuch was his fury and 
rage, that his friends, looking upon him as a man bereaved of 
his underflanding, with much difficulty fnatched his arms from 

» Herod. 1. vii. p. 599. Max. vit. p. 141. 


lieutenants, commanders, tn> 
bunes, free towns, cities, vil- 
lages, and cailles, the fenate 
and people of RomOf whofe 
deliverance from the tyranny 
of the cruel moniler Maxmin 
is begun by the greet- 

ing ; By the favour of the 
g(^ .we.have*dor eniperor- 
Gor(iiun^ a perfon of the great- 
eft meric and virtue. We have 
proclaimed him emperor, and. 


for the greater fecurity of the 
ftace, his fon in conjundion 
with him. It, is incumbent 
upon you to concur with tis 
in ^ocurirg and promoting 
Che public welfare and fafety s 
in oppoiing the wicked defigns 
of thofe who threaten'^is ; and 
in purfuirg to death the cruel 
tyrant MwimSs, and his friend^ V- 
for we heve declared him' and 
his fon public enemies {2). 


him, 
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him, and carried him to hts room* Being returned to him* 
ielf, he fpent Tome; days in deliberating with his council abou>t 
the moft proper meafi^ea to be purfued at fuch an importaac 
conjun£lure. Then afTembling his army, he acquainted them 
with the (late of affairs, pretending to be under no apprehens- 
ion, and proinifing to diftribute among them the eftates of 
the fenators, and African rebels^ 

Having ended his fpeech, he gave his foldiers a great 
Bounty, and, without lofs of time, began his march towards He mareh^ 
Jtafy, The troops not fhewing To much ardour and forward- 
neis as he exped^, he wrote to his fon, who was marching * 
with a feparate body at fony? diftance, to join him with all 
poflible expedition, left the»army Ihould, in his abfence, at- 
•tempt upon his life At the fame time he difpatched perfbns 
to Rmcy to publifh there in his name a general pardon with 
refpedt to^all paft injuries, and with tMbm letters to Sabinus^ 
not being yet apprifed of his death, in which was inclofcd 
a copy of the^decree, declaring him a public enemy 5 for ha 
fuppofed SabinuSf who had abfented himfelf that day from 
the fenate, to be altogether ignorant of what had pafTed 
there While Maxtminus was marching towards Italy ^ the 
\face of afEairs was quite changed in Africa : A %nator, by 
name Capdianus^ had been appointed governor of Maurita^ 
nia by Maximinui^ with a confiderable body of troops under 
his command, to make head againft the Moors not fubjeiSl to 
Rome^ who infefted with daily incurfions the Roman territo- 
ries. But Gordianus^ to whom he had ever been a declared 
enemy, and whom he had on all occafions oppofed, immedi- 
ately difcharged him, and named another in his room. Cape* 
lianus^ who was an officer of great valour and experience, 
inftead of obeying the orders of the new emperor, allembled 
all his forces, levied feveral companies of Moors y and, having Capelia* 
with incredible difpatch drawn together a very confiderable nus raijet 
body of well-difciplined and refolute men, marched at iht forces <2- 
head of them ftrait io Carthage, His approach alarmed the 
city. The inhabitants, however, betook themfelves to their Gordians. 
ar;ns, and marched out under the condu^ of Gordianu^s the 
younger to meet the enemy. Hereupon a bloody engagsjtnent 
enfued, in which Gordianus^s raw and undifeiplined troops 
performed wonders ; but were- in the end put to flight, and 
• moft^of them cut in pieces, either in the battle, or the pur-* 

G^js^anus himfelf was killed in llie field, which, co-T/urV 
gether with’ the loft of the battle, and the approach of the dsatb, 
enemy, reduced the father to fuch'dcfpair, that he ft tangled 

“ Gord. vit. p. 157, 158. Herod, p. 601. Max. vit. p. 141. 
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hlmfelF with his own girdle Such was the end of the two 
Gordians^ after having reigned, according to the moft probable 
opinion one month and fix days (C). 

The 

• Herod. 1 . vii. p. 602, 603. Gord. vit. p. 158. Maa. vlt. 
p. 145. ^ Vid. Petav. dodt. temp. p. 337. 

(C) They were fprong fiom great magnanimity, eloquence, 
two of the moft antient and il- juftice, moderation, integrity, 
luftriouB families in Qor- goodnefs, ds’r. Hewasexeming 

dianus the father, ftiled ip moft ,kind to all his relations, and paid 
medals and inferiptious M, AnU- fjch refpedl to his wife's fadier, 
fiius GordianuSf was the ion of Annius tiwrus, that he never 
defeendedfrom prefumed, before he was prsetor, 
the Gracchi^ and of V^ia Gor- to fit down in his prefence, and 
diana^ of the family of the em- never failed waiting upon him 
'jptfOT Trajan. His father, grand- once a day, even when he was 
father, and great-grandfather, had conful. He was very fober in his 
been confuls s and, he himfelf diet, modeft, but proper, in bis 
twice difeharged that honourable drers,and regular in all hisaflions, 
office, firft with the emperor Ca^ without ever being guilty of any 
racalla in 213. and the fecond excefs, or difcompuled by any 
time with Alexander Severus in palTion (1;). He was well verfed 
229. His wealth was anfwer- in all the branches of literature, 
able to his quality s for he pof- efpecially in poetry s and wrote 
fefled, according to yu/ius Capi- in his youth feveral poems, which 
tolinus, more land in the pro- were greatly efteemed, end, a- 
vinces, than any private man in mong the reft, one intituled An^ 
Home {^). The fame writer ob- toniniades^ deferibing in thirty 
ferves, that he was the firft pri- books the lives and wars, thepub- 
vate perfon who had a confular lie and private adions, of Antoni^ 
habit of his own, the reft, and ntu Pius, and Marcus Aurelius, 
even fome of the emperors, con- or Antoninus Phihfophus. He 
tenting themfelves with the com- wrote likewife in profe the praifes 
mon robes that were lodged in of the Antonini, His chief en- 
the capitol (4). He was wall- tertainment was to read Plato, 
ihaped, of a comely and majeftic Arijlotle, Cicero, Virgil, and the 
a^e^, and thought to refemble other antient authors. No one 
the emperor Augufius. He waa ever' gave greater fatisfadion to 
highly efteemed by the emperor the people, or difeharged the 
Alexander, who returned public public offices with more genero- 
thanks to the fenate for prefer- fity, than GerdUnus, Daring the 
ring fo delerving a prribn to the year of his asdilefi^ip, he exhi- 
government of Africa, Ailing bited public fhews once a month, 
him, in the letter which he wrote ibmetimes five hundred couple 
on that occafion, a nobleman of of gladiators at a time, and never 

(3) Gtrd. vit, f. in, is*i (4) Skm, lia, ( 5 ) Utm, 
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Th^ news of their death threw the whole city into the 
utmofi confiernation. However* a$ they dreaded above all 

things 

leTs than one hundred and fifty, nnm Bammonicus for his precep- 
He caufed an incredible numbw tor, whd bequeathed to him his 
of wild bealls to be brought to ^ouslibrary^confifiingoffixty* 

Rffmft for the diverfion of the two thoufand volumes. He wrote 
people^ from the moft diftant feveral pi^ both in profe and 
parts of the empire. In one day verfe, which fiiewcd^ fays Csrpr- 
a thoufiind bears were hunted and ioJimis (8}i that he had a fine 
killed, and, in his other (hews, genius, but neglefted to cultivate 
fuch numbers of wild beads of all* and improve it. He was well 
kinds, as had never before bctif (killed in the law, and one of 
(een in Rome ; which gaintd him jf/exanJer*s chief coun(ellors. He 
the a^dtions of the people, in> was univerfally beloved on ac- 
tirely addifted co diverfions of count of^is obliging carriage, 
that nature. After his (econd and extraordinary fweet temMr s 
confuKhip, he was immediately but loved his pleafures, and ^nt 
fent into J/rica in quality of pro- mod of his time in l»ths, gar- 
conful : which office he difcharged dens, and groves. He kept con- 
with fuch judice, equity, and dandy twenty- two concubines, 
moderation, he was univer- and is faii to have had by each 
fally adored, and more beloved of them three or four children ; 
by the people, than any gover- whence he was called the Pna- 
nor had ever been before him, mur, and (atiricaily the Priapus, 
fome calling him a Sciph^ fome of his time, ^lius Cordm writes, 
a Cato, fome a MuHus Scavela, that he could never be prevailed 
SL Rutt/ius, a Larlius. He mar- upoi^ to marry, and confequently 
riedfb^/aOr^i 74 i, the daughter had no lawful iiTue. On the 
of Annius Senjerus, and grand- other hand, Dexippus tells us, 
daughter of the emperor M, Au~ that he married, and had by his 
reUusi and had by her a daughter wife Gordian^ afterwards empe- 
named Mtecia Fauftina, who was ror (9). But, according to /fir- 
married to Junius Balbus a con- radian, the emperor was not his, 
fular ; and a Ton, Ailed in the but his fiAer’s fon. But of him 
ancient inferiptions and medals hereafter. Gordian, of whom we 
fif. Antonius Gordianus (6), with arc now writing, was highly fii*^ 
the title of pontifex ; whereas his voured by HeUogabalus, as a 
father is diAinguilhed mth that young man addidled to his plea- 
of pontifex maximus. The fon fures, and by that prince raifed 
was killed in the year 237. the to |pie quseAorfhip. Alexander 
foity-fialth of his age (7) ; and preferred him, as he was a man 
confequently was born in 191. ofknown integrity, and great a6i« 
the twelfth' DMxe reign of Com- lities, to the^necorlhip, and (bon 
modus. He had an extraordinary after honoured him with the con- 
memory, and was well verfed in fuhur dignity. In the reign of 
polite literature, having had Se- Alexander or Maximinus he was 

(6 ) Goltm. p. loZ. (7) Fit, Cord: p, 1^8. ’ (*) Idm,p. 160, (9) Idtm ibitL 
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the cruel eiFe6b of Maxfminui’a rerentinent, and ex- 
pt&cd to find no mercy at the hands of (p a tyrant^ 

they refolvcd not to fubmit to him, but to defend themfelves 
to the lafi:. The fenate therefore, aflembling in the temple 
of'Cencerdj chofe two new emperors, M* Ci^ius Pypitnus 
Jjdaxmuiy and Decimus Caelitis J^dlbimts, The former was 
a perfon of low birth, but extraordinary merit* His fiiiher 
was, according to Tome, a Cartwright ; according to others, 
a lockfmith ; but the Ton raifed bim^lf, chiefly by his courage 
and valour, to the nrft employments in the empire. He ferved 
firft in quality of a private foldier ; but was foon preferred, 
as he difringuifhed himfelf on all occafions, to the poft of a 
centurion, then to that of a trj^bune, and not long after to 
the command of fevcrai legions, in whlwh he acquitted him- 
felf fo well, that he was admitted into the fenate, created 
prnetor, honoured with the confullbip^ and fuccei&vely ap- 

f ointed governor of Blthynia^ Greece^ and Narbonne GtauU 
'rom Gaul he was fent to command the troops in Illyricum^ 
where he gained great advantages over the Sarmatians^ and 
the forces in Germany^ where he was attended with equal 
fuccefs againfl the Germans. Upon his return from Germany y 
he was made governor of Rme^ in which place he acquitted 
himfelf with fuch prudence, integrity, and difcretion, that 
he was both efteemed and beloved by perfons of every rank 
and condition. He appeared always grave and ferious, and 
fhewed no great complaifance to any one ; but was juft, 
merciful, and never guilty of the leaft action that favoured 
of inhumanity, but, on the contrary, always ready to for- 
give. He addicted himfelf to no party, was ftcady and in- 
dexible in his refoliftioiis, and, without trufting to others, 
examined every thing himfclt with great care and attention. 
In (hort, the fenate cntcitained fuch an high opinion of his 
extraordinary merit and virtues, that, in declaring him em- 
peror, they folcmnly protefted, that, in the whole empire, 
they knew no perfon better qualified than he for fuftaining 
the name and dignity of a prince (D). 

^ Max. & Balb. vit. p. 167. 

lent inio Africa^ in quali^ of mas ; which has ftracgely per- 
lieutenant to his father, who took plexed Capitolinus, who,^ after a 
* him for his partner in the empire, long dcfcant, concludes, that Aey 
and, upon his deathp put an end were two names \ine aod the 
to his own life in the manner we iame perfon : this trouble be 
have related above. xnieht have faved himfelf, by only 

(D) He is commonly called locking upon one of that prince's 
Pupienus by the Latin hiilorians, coins, 
and by the Greeb writers 
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Balsinus was defcended of an illudrious family, and pre- ne ex- 
tended to derive his pedi^ee from Cornelius Bulkis TheO'- traaion 
p^nes^ a celebrated hiftprian, and a man of the hr 11 rank in 
the ifland of Lefies^ Who was made free of Rome by Pompey ployments 
the Great. The prefent emperor bad been twice conful, , and Balw- 
had governed without blame feveral provinces j to wit, J/fa^ • 
Africa^ Bithynioj Galatia^ Pontus^ Thrace^ and GauL He 
had likewife commanded armies ; but, being fomewhac timo- 
rous, he was thought better qualified for civil than military 
affairs. He pofTeffra immenfe wealth, lived with great fplen- 
dor, was addi£led to pleafures, but at the fame time univer- 
fally beloved on account of his in^rity (for he injured no 
man but himfelf),^^is huoftnity, fweet temper, and obliging 
behaviour. He was excellent orator, no mean poet, and 
bad an uncommon talent in making extemporary verfes r. 

Maximus irndBalhinus^ being, with the unanimous con^ 
fent of the fenate, raifed to the fovereignty, and veiled with 
the tribunitial and proconfular power, went, at the breaking 
up of the affembly, to the capitol. But, while they were people 
offering there the ufual facrifices, the populace rofe, and, mutiny, 
armed with ffones and clubs, declared that they would not 
obey the new amperors ; and demanded, with great clamour, 
a prince of the Gordian family. Manimus and Balbinusy 
backed by fome young knights, attempted to open themfelves 
a way through the croud, fword in hand i but were in the 
end, in fpite of all their efforts, obliged to fend for young 
Gordian^ then only twelve years old, who was received by 
the populace with loud Ihouts of joy, and carried to the ca- 
pitol ; where the fenate, to appeafe the multitude, declared Touvpr 
him Cafar^ arrayed him with the habit peculiar to that dig- Gordian 
nity, and in that attire fhewed him to the people, who there- declared 
upon difperfed, and, retiring quietly to their houfes, fuffered Cjefan 
the new emperors to take pofTeflion of the palace where 
they began to difcharge the fundlions of the fovereignty with 
deifying the two Gordians. When that ceremony was over, 
they appointed Sabinus governor of Rome^ and Pinarius Va- 
lens^ uncle by the father to Maximus^ commander of the 
praetorian guards ; and then, without lofs of time, began to 
levy what forces they could, and make the ncccfTdry prepa- 
rations for taking the held a^inff Maximinus^ who, upon • 
the ffews of their election, quickened his march, breathing 
nctbin^itiUrutn and deftrudion. 

As moft of the provinces had efpoufed the party of the 
fenate, troops were fent from all parts to reinforce the army 

r Max. tc Balb. vit. p. i68, & feq. Hiaon. 1 . vii. p. 604. 

• Max. & Balb. vit p. 145. 
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of AlaxtmuSf who, being charged with the coiiduSt of the 
Ma:x!inus war, as the more able commander, fet out' froin Rome toon 
tnarcbts after his election, leaving the praetorian guards, and part of 
againjt (he riew-raifcd forces, to defend the city, and awe the popu- 
Maxirai- jacc. After his departure, the fenate difpatched the moft 
confiderable men of their body into the different parts of Italy ^ 
with orders to fortify all the cities, and fupply the inhabhants 
with arms ; to remove all manner of provifions into the for^ 
tified towns, and either to reap or deftroy the corn in the 
fields ; to mow the grafs, and lay wafie the whole country, 
through which Maximirm was to march with his numerous 
army. At the fame time, they* fen t circular letters into all 
the provinces, declaring fuch as ^ould^.lend him the leaft 
Dreadful ailiflance, traitors, rebels, and public enemies. Maximus bad 
difturb- fcarce left the city, w|^en dreadful difiurbances arofe there, 
ances in occafioned by the temerity of two fenators, Gallicanus and 

Komc. Macenas^ who, feeing two foidiers of the praetorian guards 

enter the hall, where the fenate was aflembled, quitting fhcir 
places, rufhed upon them unexpectedly, and difpatched them 
with their daggers ; for, in thofe diftraCted ttmes^ tnoff fena- 
tors wore daggers under their robes. Hereupon the other foi- 
diers of that corps, who were waiting at the door ifiixed with 
the populace, betook thenifeives to flight ; but were purfued 
by Gallicanus j who encouraged the mob to fall upon tf)em as 
fpics and partifans of the tyrant Maximinus. Some of them 
were wounded, but the reft fliut themfelves up in their camp, 
where they were attacked the fame day by Gallicanus at the 
head of the multitude (whom he had fupplied with arms), 
and of all the gladiators he could draw to^-ether. The guards 
iuihiined the attack with their ufual refolution, repulfed the 
afiailants, and, falling upon them in their retreat, cut great 
numbers of them in pieces. This (laughter ferved only to 
infpire ti]e multitude with new rage ; :*nd the fenate, efpouflng 
their quarrel, ordered the new-levied forces, which Maximus 
had left to maintain peace and tranquillity in the city, to 
A battle march againft the praetorian guards ; which they did accord- 
hehween ingiy, and attacked the camp with great fury ; but were, 
the pros* after repeated aflaults, in which great numbers of them pe- 
torian lilhcd, obliged to give over the attempt, and retire. The 
guards^ incenfed multitude, finding all their efforts thus baffled^ be- 
and the thought themfelves at laft of cutting the conduits that con- 
people. vcyed water into the camp $ which reduced thec^diery to 
fuch defpair, that, thrpwing the gates of the camp open, 
they rufhed unexpe6ledly upon the multitude, fword in hand, 
and drove them, after a long difpute, in which much blood 
was fhed on both (ides, into the city, where the combat began 
anew, the people difebarging from the tops of their houfes 

Ihowersi 
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ihowers of ftones and files upon the foldieiy, who, in revenge, 
fet ftre to their ibops and fiorehoufes ; which confumed the 
greateft part of the city, an incredible quantity of valuable 
ciFc^, and many perfons of all ranks ^ (£}. 

The next year, when Annim Pius^ or, as others call him, 

Ulpiusy and Pontianus^ were confuls, Maxminus early in thq Maximh 
fpring purfued his march towards Italy^ having with him, we nus/irr- 
'may all th|: forces of the empire* Being arrived at the fuet his 
foot of the AlpSy that part Italy from Illyrtcum^ he found the fftarcb int§ 
city of Hemona or Mmona abandoned by its inhabitants ; which 
inspired him with hopes of certain viflory \ for be thence 
concluded, that no place ot city would dare to wichftand 
him (F). Maximint^^ leaving Mmona^ pafTed the mountains 
witl^ut meeting with the leaft oppofition \ which heightened 
his joy and confidence. But his ment who expelled to be 
refreflied, after pafling the mountains, with plenty of all man- 
her of provifions in Italyy finding the country laid wafte far 
and wide, and themfelves deflitute even of neceiTaries, began 
to mutiny. Maxminus punifhed the ringleaders of the tu- 
mult with great feverity, which only ferved to exafperate the 
reft. However, he purfued his march j and, being informed Maxuni* 
that the efty of AquiUia had (hut its gates againft a party, ““s/kw- 
which he had fent to take poffeffion of the place, he marched 
thither in perfon witt^i all his forces, not doubting but the in- ? . 
habitants would fubmit upon the approach of fo formidable an 
army* But Cri/pinus and Menopbilus^ two confulars of great 

< Herod. 1 . vii. p. 607, 608. 

(E) Hirodian does not inform waatheefleein, refpefl, and ve- 
us how Che tumult ended ; but Deration, both of the people and 
Capitolinus writes, that the tern- foldiery, for one fprung from the 
pies were prohined, the private Gordians, who had Idft their lives 
honfes pillaged, the flreets co- in the defence of the people of 
vered with dead bodies, that Rome ( 1 ). 
the tmp&OT BalhinuSf attempting (F) Herodian calls JEmona the 

CO appUfe the tumult, and part iirfi city of Italy ; but he ought 
the combatants, was dangeroufly rather to have liiled it the laft of 
wounded on the head ; but at Pannonia ; for in that province 
length, having fent for young it is placed by all the ancient and ^ 
GordieW^^ and ihewed him co the modern geographers. Smtfan fup- 
Mople iiftJj^puTple robes, the pofes it to have ftood where the 
fury of botnparties afTwag^ at prefenc city of Lauhacb fbmds, 
pnee, hoftilities ceafed, the people the capital of Camioh ; others 
fctir^ to their houfes, and the place it in the neighbourhood of 
(bkUers to the camp. So great Igg^ in the fame country. 


rclb* 


(r) Viu Mast, & Baliff. 168, 169. 
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refoliition and -intrepidity, to whom the fenate.had committed 
the defence of the city, anfivered the tribun'e ient by Maxjy 
minus to fummon them to fuiYender, that they were deter- 
mined to hold out to the lafl, and rather forfeit their livesj, 
than betray their trufl, or yield to fuch a cruel, bloody, and 
faithlefs tyrant. At the fame time, to animate the inhabitants, 
Aarho began to waver, they gave out, that Apollo^ the tutelar 
^od of the place, had affured them of vi&pry ; which dif- 
pelled all fear, fo that every one began to prepare for a vigo- 
rous defence. 

In the mean while, Maximinus^ having fpent fome time in 
paffing the river Sontius^ now Ifanzo^ about fixteen miles from 
AquiUta^ approached the city ; <» and, haying caufed all the 
vines, and neighbouring groves, which'^were a great ornament 
to the place, to be cut down, he began to batter the walls 
with an incredible number of warlike engines, and to harafs 
ne inha- the befieged with repeated a/Taults \ which they fuftained with 
bitants fuch refolution and intrepidity, as can hardly be exprefied. 
fafiain a Even the women and children appeared on the ramparts, and 
Jiege nxith thcir (hare in the common danger ; the women efpecially 
great refo~ fjgnalized their zeal, by yielding their hair to be employed 
MQn, jj, making ftiings for the bows, and other warlike machines. 

The fenatc, out of gratitude, after the death of Maximnus^ 
caufed a magnificent temple to be ereded, which they con- 
fecrated to Fenus calva^ or Venus the Hold : on a medal of 
^intia Cjifpilla^ wife to the emperor Maximus^ is to be 
feen a temple with that legend, and the figure of a bald wo- 
man 'rhe foldiers of Maximinus^ in the beginning of the 
fiege, {hewed great ardour i which, however, began to abate, 
when they found the inhabitants firmly determined to undergo 
all labours and hardfliip^, rather than fubmit. Maximinus^ 
h'ghly provoked at their backwardnefs, and, befides, enraged 
at the bitter reproaches uttei ed by the inhabitants againft hrm 
and his fon, as often as they approached the walls, caufed 
feveral of his officers to be publicly executed, aferibing the 
coolnefs of the foldiers to wdnt of courage in them. This 
exafperated the foldiers, already inclined to mutiny for want 
of provifions, of which, and even of water, there was great 
fcaicity in the camp. Befides, a report was fpread, that the 
whole empire was arming againft Ma xi minus y and ready to 
^hf fall upon ihofe who fupported him in his tyranny. Hereupon 
srs of the AlhanianSy tHst is, the foldiers belonging t04<Shu camp in 

Maxinii- the neighbourhood of Alba^ took a fudden refolution to di- 
cui mati’ fpatch the author of fo many calamities 5 and, without farther 


« Vide DF. iVlENEfiTRiER medaillcs dcs emper. & imperator. p. 
14c. ii Dijon, 1642. 
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dellbei-adont went ftraiOt noon-day to the tent of MaximU iry, and 
nus^ difpatched both him* and his fon with iftany wounds, cut murder 
off their heads, and fent them to Ronte^ and threw their 
bodies into the river. With them were killed Anolinus^ their 
captain of the guards, and all their chief minifters and friends ^ 

Such was the end of the reign, or rather of the tyranny, of 
the two Maximinsy after it had lafted three years, and a few Qf chrift 
days, the father being then in the fifty-fifth year of his age, ^ g 
and the fon in the twenty-firft. The Rannonians^ Thracians^ Qf 
and fome other troops, heard the news of their death ivith g^ 
regret ; but did not attempt to revenge it. Thus the whole 
army prefented thcmfelves unarmed before the gates of Jqui- 
Uia^ acquainted the befieged^with the death of Maximinus^ 
and defired to be adnytted idto the city. It was not thought 
advifeable to open thS gates to them ; but, after they Had 
adored the images of Maximut^ Ballnnu^^ and Gordian^ placed 
for that purpofe on the ramparts, a great quantity of provi- 
fions was fent to their camp ; for they were almoft famiflied ; 
and the next day they all took the ufual oaths to Maximus 
and Balhinus 

Ak exprefS ti^s immediately difpatched to Rome with thefc flh death 
joyful tidings, who, pafling through Ravenna^ found iht.occafions 
emperor Maximus there bufy in aOembling his forces, la great jey 
order to march againft the tyrant. But, when he underftood, tit Rome, 
that both the Maximins were killed, that their army had 
fubmitted, and fworn fidelity to him and his collegue, tranf- 
ported with joy, and laying afide all military preparations, 
he repaired to the temples to return thanks to the gods for 
fuch fignal and unexpedled fuccefs. In the mean time the 
exprefs purfuing his journey, and often changing horfes, reach- 
ed Rome the fourth day, diftant from Aquilcia about two hun- 
dred and eighty miles ; which no one, fays our bifioiian, had 
ever done before. Upon his arrival, he found Balbivus and 
Gordian aflifiing with the people at the public fports in the 
theatre, where he delivered his letters to the two princes ; 
which he had no fooner done, than the whole multitude cried 
out with one voice, Maximinus is killed ; and, rifmg'up, left 
the theatre, and crouded to the temples, whither Balbinus 
and Gordian followed. The fenate immediately affi:mbled ; 
and, after decreeing fcveral honours to the three princes, ap- 
pointed faCrifices to be offered in all the temples, and a day . 
of pubfit and folemn thankfgiving for their happy delivery. 
Edllhusy'^^^oko ufed to tremble at the very^tiame of Maximi- 
nus y offered an hecatomb \ which was never done, but upon 

^ ^SROD. 1 . viii. p. 614. * Herod. 1 . viii, p. 6 z 6 , 627. 
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398 Tii Roman HifijBfjM B. HIH 

' fame very extraordinary occafion ; ai#caufed the fame facri- ^ 
fice to be offeicd in aU the cities of the empire ^ Thofe 
who brought the heads of the two Maximins^ arrived at Romi 
foon after the courier ; for they made what hafte they could. 
They were met cvcry-whcrc by crouds of the people^ and ^ 
received with the greateft demonftrations of joy. They en- 
tered Rome with the heads ftuck upon two lances, that every 
one might fee them ; and no fight was ever more plcafing. , 
They repaired again to the temples, offered new facrifices, 
and feemed no lefs tranfported with joy, than if they had 
been delivered from imminent death or captivity The two 
heads were abandoned to the rage of the populace, and, after 
many infults, burnt in the field o£ Mars. The names of the 
Maximins were, by a decree of the fenate, erafed out of all 
inferiptions, their fiatues overmrned, aRid their bodies ordered 
to be left unburied. The emperor Maximus hafiened from 
Ravenna to Aquileia^ ^here he was received with loud accla- 
mations, and acknowleged emperor by the army of Maximi^ 
nus ; among whom he diftributed large Turns, and then fent 
them back to their refpedive quarters, retainmg with him 
only the praetorian guards, and a fmall body {^Germans^ in 
whom he chiefly confided. During his fiay at Aquileta^ the 
fenate, to do him honour, fent a deputation to him, confift* . 
ing of twenty of their body, who had been all confuls, prae- 
tors, or quasftors. 

Maximus With them he fet out from Aquileia i and, arriving ac‘ 
returns to Rome with a numerous and fplendid retinue, was there re- 
Rome. ceived at the gates by Balhinus^ Gordian^ the fenate in a 
body, and all the people, and conducted in triumph to the 
The wifi palace *. The two emperors governed with great prudence 
aimin'f and moderation, enabled excellent laws, adminiftred juftice 
firationof the utmofi impartiality, maintained the military difei- 
the two pline with due rigour, paid great refpe£l and deference to the 
emperors, fenate, and conduced themfelves in all things with fuch wif- 
dom, equity, and moderation, that they were in a manner 
adored both by the fenate and people K But the happinefs 
and tranquillity, which they enjoyed under th^fe excellent 
The Car- princes, were Ihort- lived. The Carpi ^ a people beyond the 
pi, Goths, Datiuhe, palling that river, ravaged the province of Mcefta % 
and Per- the Goihs^ provoked perhaps by the death of Maximinus^ 
invaded the Koman territories on the fide of Scythia ; and the 
Peryfflw, who had continued quiet fince the year ^33. ^hen 

the Ro- Alexander made wa* upon them, threatened the pro- 

mans * 

nsdtbwar, ^ yjj, p, c Idem ibid. Herod, p. 617- 

• Herod. I. viii. p. 620. Max. & Balb. vit. p. 170. , ^ Max* 

&Balb.vit.p. 107. *?*• 
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Vinces. It was therefore agreed among the princes, that Ma- 
ximus (hould march againft lAit Perfians^ Balhinus the 

Goths and the Carpi^ and Gordian remain in the mean time at 
Romei 

But, while great prcparatioril were making for the in- 
tended expeditions, the praetorian guards, diflatisfied to fee Thprdto^ 
princes, who had been created by the fenate, fo much ap- 
plauded, and provoked at the bitter inveftives which were daily guarditnu* 
uttered againft Maximinus^ and reile6led no fmall diftionour 
upon them, who had raifed him to theempire, began to mu- 
tiny, and complain with one another, that the right of 4kming 
the emperors, which had hitherto proved fo advantageous to 
them, was fnatched out of their hands, and transferred to the 
fenate. Befidcs, they grew ^'calous of the Germans^ whom 
Maximus had brought to Rdine with him, with a defign, as 
they imagined, todifeharge the praetorian guards, as Septimius 
Sevirus had formerly done, and to tak^ the Germans in their 
room. Being thus prejudiced againft the two emperors, they 
X’efolved to difpatch them, and refume their pretended autho- 
rity, by fetting up another in their room. Having taken this 
rciblution, they only waited for an opportunity of putting it 
in execution, which foon offered ; for, the Capitoline games 
being celebrated a few days after, and m^oft of the emperor’s 
guards and 'domeftics reforting thither, the difeontented and 
mutinous foldiery marched ftrait to the palace, where the two 
princes were left almoft alone. Maximus^ informed of their ar- 
rival before they had entered the palace, was for calling the 
Germans to his aftiftance ; but was therein oppofed by Balhinus^ 

For thefe two princes were not, for all their great qualities, Jealoufies 
free from private jealoufies. Balbinus was piqued ac the ex- bet^ween 
traordinary honours which the fenate had heaped upon \i\^the empe* 
collegue, as if the death of Maximinusy and bleffings thence 
accruing, had been chiefly owing to him ; and, befides, looked 
upon him as one greatly inferior to himfclf in birth and nobi- 
lity. On the other hand, Maximus, knowing himfclf to be 
by far the better foldicr, and abler commander, tacitly claimed 
on that fcore the chief authority. Thefe mutual jealouftes, 
tho’ prudently concealed, and rather guefledat by others, than 
feen, bred fome mifunderftanding between them, »nd occa- 
iioned in the end the ruin of both. For Balbinus, not giving 
credit to wi^it he was told of the deflgns of the prsetorian 
guardv but rather rufpp£l;ing, that his collegue intend^ to em- 
ploy m^ermans againft him, would not fuffer MoximuSy to 
whom the’pWere greatly atta^ed, to fend for them. This 
occafioned a warm difpute, and gave time to the praetorian 
guards to break into the palace, and difperfe fuch of the em- 
peror’s friends and domeftics as offered to oppofe them. When 
8 they 
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* they came to the apartment where the two princes wereV they 
xufhed upon them with a fury hardly to be expsFefled, tore ia 
pieces their imperial robes, dragged them out of the palad^y 
with a dcfign to carry th£i%to their camp, wounded and m« 
fahed them in a moit outrageous manner. But, while they 
wer^ hurrying them through the city to the camp, being in- 
formed, that the Germans had taken arms, and were advance- 
a refeue the princes out of their hands, they killed them 

both killed. j and, leaving their bodies in the ftrcct, retired to the 
Gordian camp^^ carrying with them young Gordiany whom they pro 
proclaimed chimed emperor, giving out, to appeafe the populace, that 
emperor, they had killed thofe whom the people had at firft rejc£led, and 
fet up in their room the perfop whom they had demanded.. 
The Germansy informed that the emperors were killed, re- 
tired, without committing any hoftlHh'es, to their quarters 
without the city. Thus Gordian remained in peaceable pof- 
feifion of the empire Maximus and Balbinus had reigned 
about one year and two months. ^ 

Of the defeent and birth of Gordian we have fpoken above/ 
He was, according to Herodiany the fpn of Junius Balhus^ 
by the lifter of Gordian the younger, from whom he borrowed 
the name of M. Antonins GordianuSy as he is ftiled in all the 
antientinferiptions He was about thirteen years old, when hQ 
came to the empire'; and confcquenily muft have been born in 
the year 225. the fourth of Alexander's reign. He was a 
His excel- youth of a gay temper, comely afpedt, and exceeding fweet 
lent Jifpyfition ; which gained him the love of all who approached 
ficatiGHs. Capiiolinus tells us, that he was beloved by perfons of 

all ranks more than any prince had ever been before him. The 
fenate ufed to ftile him their fon, the foldiers their child, and 
the people their darling. He was addided to ftudy and learn- 
ing, and well inftrudkd in moft branches of polite literature. 
He had all the neceflary qualifications for forming an excellent 
prince ; but, as he wanted experience, and fuch a mother to 
Isdeceinjed dircdt and advife him as Mamaa^ in the beginning of his reign 
and im- he fell into the hands of one MauruSy and fome other crafty 
pojed upon freedmen and eunuchs, who, playing booty, and abufing the 
hy his confidence he repofed in them, perfuaded him to*do many 
f^ijiers. things which he ever after regretted. They foon drove all 
good men from the court, raifed to the firft employments per- 
fons altogether unworthy of them, plundered thrf exchequer, 
and did all the mifehief which wicked and avaricious ii^ftifters. 
are capable of doirtg «, In the beginning of tbfli*^kar^ tKe. 

« Hekod, p. 621. Max. Balb. vit. p. 170. ^ H^rod. 

1 . vii. p. 605. Occo, Goltz. Onufk. &c, * Herox^. l.viii.^ 

p.621. Gord. vit; p. 160 — 164. 
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fS&ig jpfilice entered confuKhip, to which he bad 
4eati fiam^ hi 0ie^eign of Maximus aAd Malhinus^ and took 
ier his collegue Aimla^ This year he entertained the people 
wid) magnificent fports, in order to make them iorget their 
paft heats and animofities. c i'* * 

The following year, when SabiHus was cenful the fecond 
time with Vtnuftus^ revolted in Afrua^ and caufed \ 

himfelf to be proclaimed emperor ; but the govejnor of * * 

ritania reduced the rebels to (uch fit eights, tint they delivered 
• up Sabinianus to him, acknowlegcd their fault, and fubmitted. 

All the partifans of Sabimanus were pardoned ; but, what 
was his fate, we are no- where told. The next year, the em- 
peror took upon him his fccond confulfliip, having Pompeta^ 
nus Civica for his cpllcgue. <*The young prince niarned this 
year Funa Sabina ^^nqtiillinay the daughter of MiJitheuSy 
who was immediately honoured with the title of Augujia ; 
but, whether he hkd any children by her, hiftory does not 
inform us. The emperor chofe Altfttheui for hib father-in-law, Mifitlieus, 
purely on account of his great wifdom, intcgiity, and learn- captain of 
ing j and appointed him captain of the guards, th-it he might tbeguat^s^ 
have a perfon of his extraordinary talents with whom to ad- cind fa- 
vife, not daring to truft to his own judgmf•n^ Mifttheus had 
no fooncr taken poffeflion of that important employment, 
than he acquainted the emperor with the mifdemeanour of 
Maurusy and bafe pra£lices of the other ficedmen and eu- 
nuchs, who were thereupon all difchaiged, and banifhed the 
court. From a letter of MifitLus to the eniperor, quoted by 
Capitoiinus^ it appears, that the *yojng prince had been » 

ftrangdy milled, and grofly impofed upon, by that infamous 
crew (G) j and from the emperor’s anfwei to it, that he was 

fuifible 

f Gord. vit, p. i6i. Zos. 1 i. p 610. ^ 


(G) This letter was conceived 
1 the following terms * ** It is 
with the greateft pleafurc I 
congratulate you upon the al- 
teration of times. Every 
thing was formerly bought and 
fold by the eunuchs, and fuch 
as pretended to beyoui fiiends, 
but in reality your great- 
^ enersfs. I am glad that 
this blot IS removed from your 
reign,* the more, bccaufeyon 
are glad of it yourfelf ; which 
will convince the world, that 
the difoiders hitherto com- 
VOL. XV. 


plained of ought not to be im- 
puted CO you. Ail polls m 
the army have been difpofed 
of to perlbns no way qualified 
for them ; others have been 
denied the rewards due to their 
fervices; innocent perfons have 
been condemned, and fuch as 
were guilty faved ; the public 
icvenucs xrjfapplied, the exche- 
quer plundeied, i:jc. But 
ttiefe, and many other difor- 
ders, will no longer be imputed 
to you, but to thofe who en- 
tered luco cabals to deceive 
D d “ you. 
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fenfiUeof his former mt rcondud, and d^oiis to^rrefi liis 
faults^ to know the. tmby and to empl^ t^y fuch mfdm 
as would fpeak it without flattery or difgit& (H); He rb* 
fpedfod Mifitheus as his father, gave him that title, ordered 
him to call him his fon, and returned thanks to the fenate for 
diftinguifhing his father-in-law with the- titles of father 
princes^ and guardian of the republic S ; titles which he wdl 
deferved, being one of the few minifiers who are faid to have 
had nothing in view but the glory of their prince, and -the wel- 
fare of the Hate This year happened a dreadful earthquake^ • 
which overturned a great many cities, and deftroyed an infi- 
nite number of people 


a Gord. vit. p. 161. 
p. 162. 

you, to remove from the court 
** all pcrfons of virtue, honour, 
** and integrity, and to intro- 
duce in their room men as 
** wicked as themfelves, that they 
** might make you a property to 
** th^ir evil defigns. ^ But now 
your eyes are opened, you 
** have begun to reform the 
date, and many diforders have 
been already redreiTed. I rec- 
** kon it my greateft happinefs 
to be father-in-law to fo good 
” a prince ; a prince, who, with- 
out trading to others, exa- 
•• mines into every thing him- 
** felf, and^asbanifhed from his 
** court tlfofe, who, confulting 
not his honour, but their own 
** intcreft, led him aftray (2).** 
(U) The emperor returned to 
his father-in-law the following 
anfwer : If the immortal gods 
** had not protected the Roman 
empire, 1 had been deluded, 
** and, together with the empire, 
utterly ruined flaves and 
** eunuchs. I am now folly con- 
** vinced, that Felix ought not 
to have been truded with the 


^ Idem, 163. * Idem, 


command of the guard?, nor 
Serapammo with that of thei 
fourth legion. * But, not to 
mention all my errors, I own, 
that I have done many things 
amifs $ and now return thanks 
to the gods for havlpg by your 
means difeovereo i^ny things 
to me, which hat^ l^en hi- 
therto malicioudy concealed 
from me. Maurus entering 
into a confederacy with 
dianuSf Rtverendus^ and Mon^ 
tanus^ who confirmed what- 
ever he faid, impofed upon me; 
(b that, whatever they ap- 
proved or condemned, I ac- 
cepted or rejected, relying 1n- 
tirely upon their integrity. 
Unhappy therefore is that 
prince, who has notfuch about 
him, as will tell him thetruth 
without difgufre. For, as he 
cannot immediately know 
what pafies among his people, 
he mud underdand it by the 
relation of others, and take 
his meafures accoiditfg to their 
information ^ 


{%) Gnd, vit. f. i6i» 
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ThIe following year, when C. t^iUlus Aufidius Atticut and Sipor/^ixg: 
C, yffyius Prati$xtaius were confuls, Rome was alarmed* with of Perfia 
news from the Eaft, where the Ferjiam^ under the conduft of o<ver runs 
l^apor^ fon and fucceffor to Artaxerxes the reftorer of the Per-^ ^^Roman 
J!aH lAonarchy, had entered the Roman dominions at the head 
of a mighty army ; reduced all Mefopotamia^ with the cities 
of Nijibis and Carrha ; and, entering ^yria^ committed moft . 
dreadful ravages in that province, putting all to fire and fword. 
Capitolinus writes, that he had made himfelf mafter of An^- 
iioch itfelf, and threatened to over-run the other provinces, 
ijriolt of the Romans y who defended them, having, through 
foar, lifted themfelves in his army. Gordian refolved to march 
in perfon againft fo formidablt: an enemy ; and accordingly, 
having caufed the temple of Janus to be opened, according to 
the antient cuftom, which had been long omitted, and per- 
haps was never after pradtifed, hefetoul from Rome this year 
942. the fourth of his reign, with a numerous and weJl-dif- 
cipliaed arn^y $ and, taking his route through Maejia^ de- 
feated in that province the Goths and Sarmatians^ who dif- 
puted his pafTage; and obliged them to abandon their conquefts, 
and return to their refpedlive countries K However, he was 
overcome in a tumultuary engagement (^y the AJani^ in the 
celebrated ^ains of Philippi in Macedon^ or, as others will 
have it, of Phtlippopolis in Thrace *. But the barbarians ne- 
glected, it Teems, to improve their victory, and withdrew ; 
for Gordian purfued his march unmolefted through Thrace^ 
and, paffing the Hellc/pont^ arrived fafe in Afta, To this 
paiTage perhaps alludes the Ihip which is to be feen on fome of 
his medals bearing no date'". 

From the HelUfpont he marched through AJia into Syria^ He is de- 
where he gained fignal advantages over the enemy, of y/YiizYi felted by 
hiftorians give us but aconfufed account. However, they all 
agree, that he overcame the Perfians in feveral battles ; that ^^^^bljged 
he recovered the cities of Nijibis and Carrhee^ and obliged the 
mighty Sapor, with his powerful and numerous army, to , ^ 

abandon the Roman dominions, and retire with lhame and ^ 2 c ^ 
difgrace into his own country, whither he purfued him as fat 
as Ctejiphon Thefe fuccefles were chiefly owing to the 24.2. 
wife counfels and diredions of the brave as the em- q{ j^oine 

peror himfelf, with great modefty, acknowleged in’ a letter 090. 
which ^he wrote to the fenate upon his arriv^ at Nifbis in 
J^e/op^iSiijfia. ' In that letter he firft acquaiijts the fenate with 
the advantages he had gained over the barbarians in Maeedon 
and Thrace \ then, coming to his victories over the Perfiansy 

^ Gord. vit. p. 163. ^ Idem, p. 163. Bxrag. 
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he tells them, that he had delivered the Atstiochians <from 
Perfian yoke, recovered Carrh^p^ and other citiesi and Vras ar- 
rived at Nijibisy whence he defigned to proceed to Ctefiphttny 
provided the gods, adds he, continue their prote£);ion to us, 
and prefer ve Mijitheus my father, and captain of the guards, 
by whofe wife conduct; we have atchieved thefe, and hope to 
, atchicve fiill greater things. It is incumf>ent upon you, con- 
. fcript fathers, to appoint public proceflions, to recommend as 
Gordian jj gods, and to return thanks to Mifttheus. Upon the re- 

ceipt of this letter, the fenare decreed a triumph to the empe- 
WMifi- and a triumphal chariot to with a pompous in'* 
theus a feription, ftlling him the father of princes^ captain of the 
triumphal Tint! the guardian of the gepublic ^ . This infeription, 

fiatue, which was placed on the bafis of his trtoi^ihal ftatue, is ftill to 
be feen at Rome almoft intire. 

Miiitheus But the happinefs which the whole empire enjoyed under 
dies, , the government of Gordian^ and the wife adminiftration of 
Mif theus ^ was fhort-lived. The latter died the. following 
year, in the confulftiip of Arrianus and Papus^ and by his 
laft will left the Roman people his heirs. We are told, that, 
Mifitheus being ill of a flux, the phyficians preferibed him a 
remedy to flop it, which, by the contrivance of Julius Philip^ 
pus (of whom hereafter), was exchanged, and another admini- 
ftred in its room, which, as it had a quite contrary cife£l, put 
an end to his life. Upon his death, Philip wzs appointed captain 
of the guards, and commander in chief, under the emperor, of 
all the forces in the Eaft ^ for of him Gordian did not entertain 
the leaft fufpkion P. The following year, when Peregrinus and 
^milianus were confuls, the emperor entered the Pcrfian do- 
minions, in order to purfue the war, which he had fo fuccelT- 
fully begun. Plotinus^ the celebrated philofopher, lifted him- 
fclf in his army, hoping by that means to have an opportunity 
of conferring with the Pcrfian and Indian pliilofophers q. 
The philofopher was then in the thirty-ninth year gf his age, 
which, according to the chronology of PorphyriuSy the author 
of his life, aiifwers the prefent year, the 243d of the Chrittian 
sera, and fixth of Gordian*s rt ign. 

JuliusPhI- Philip no fooner faw himfclf raifed to the important poft 
lippus cap- Qf captain of the guards, than he began to afpire to the fove- 
taiM of the j-eignty itfelf. As the foldiers were greatly attached to the 
g^tardiin yQ,jng pijiice, jn Order to lefl’en their afFcdion toyhim, he 
bistQom^ fomec’iiies ltd tlvm i{ito places where no provilioi/^could be 
found i at other times fent in his name the veflels, whkh at- 
‘tendfd the army, loaded with corn, another way; hoping 

° Gold. vit. .p. 160. ^ Idem, p. 162. iJos. Li. p. 641. 
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that the troops, -difirefled for want of ncceflaries, would, not- 
withftanding their attachment to Gordiatty begin to mutiny ; 

Which they did accordingly,, the moft turbulent among them, 
whom had gained, whifpering about in the mean time, 
that Gordiariy a youth only nineteen years old, was not fit to 
command fuch powerful forces ; that they wanted fuch a ge- 
neral as Philify whom long experience had taught how to go- 
vern an empire, how to command an army Gordian y how- 

ever, advanced againft Sapor ^ and, meeting him in Mefipota- 
mloy gave him a total overthrow on the banks of the Aboras^ 
or AhuraZy and obliged him to take ihelter in the heart of his 
own dominions ^ 

But, while the young cpnqueror was purfuing the advan- induces 
tages of his victory; ^lUipy wfiohad already gained the c:\i\tl 
officers of the army, led the troops through barren and defert 
countries, where, through failure of jftrovifions, which they 
aferihed to want of experience in Gordiany they openly muti- 
nied, and demanded, that Philip might reign in conjiiniShon 
with Gordiariy as his guardian and governor. The virtuous 
young emperor, unwilling to ftied Roman blood, granted them 
their requeft, and took Philip for his partner in ihc empire, 
who, feeii^ himfelf upon the level with his Ibvereign, foon 
began to uiurp an authority over him, and to dilpofe of all 
employments, as if he had been foie emperor. This Gordian 
could not bear, and therefore attempted to depofe him ; but, Gordian 
Philip^o party prevailing, he was himfelf dcpol^d, and in the depofeJy 
end murdered by the ufurper (H). His death Iiappencd, ac- andjlain, 
cording to the moft probable opinion, founded on the autho- Year of 
rity of the code *, about the beginning of March y after he had the flood 
lived nineteen years, and reigned five years and eight months. ? 59 *', 

He was killed on the fartheft'borders of Perfiay in the place Chrift 

244. 

' Gord. vit. p. 163. Zos. I. i. p 641. * Ammian. Rome 

I, xxiii. » Cod. Juft, I ix. tit. 2. leg. 7. p. 813, &c. 

(H) Capitohnus writes, that ufc their utmoft efforts to rein- 
Gordian, finding himfelf reduced ftate him in the Ibvereignty, he 
to a private life, offered to ferve commanded him to be flain (4). 
under Philip as captain of the Other writers take no notice of 
guards, and even condefcen^cd thefe particulars, which, if true, 
to beg his life ; at which de- betray great meannefii, and want * 
jnand, began to relent ; of courage, in Gordian ; but 

hut after confiJering how only tell usf that Philip caufed 

dear the young prince was to him to be murdered, and reigned 
the fenate and people of Rome, in his room, 
and not doubting but they would 

Cord, vie, p. 163 165* 
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where his tomb was itill to be feen in the year beyond 
the Euphrates and the Ahoras^ between the cities of Cettufa^ 
which ftood near the conHux of thofe two rivers, and that of 
Hura^ which ftands very near the latter, and is about twenty 
miles diftance from the former river. The place was called 
His tomb Zantba or Zaithe «. There the foldiers eroded to the memory 
and efi- Qf deceafed emperor a ftately tomb, with the following 
Sapb, epitaph in the Greeh^ Latins Perftan^ Hebrew^ and Egyptian 
tongues, that it might be read by all nations ; To the deified 
Gordian, who conquered the Pcrfians, Goths, and Sarmatians, 
fupprejfed the civil difeords^ fubdued the Grmans, hut could not 
overcome the Philips. I'he lad words allude, according to 
Capitolinus^ to his having been overcome by the Ahni in the 
^ plains of Philippi^ and his being killed By Philip But we 
can hardly perfuade ourfelves, that this epitaph was put up 
during the life and reign of the emperor Philip (I). All 
thofe, who had imbrued their hands in the blood of this excel- 
lent prince, pcriflied foon after Capitolinus writes, that 
they difpatched themfelves with the fame fwords which they 
had employed againd him y (K). 

Philip 

« f 

^ Ammian. 1 . xxiii. p. 244-— 246. Zos. 1 . iii. p. 716. Noris, 
tpift. p. 287. ^Gord. vie. p. 16c. ^ AMMiAN.ibid. p.24.6. 

y Gord. vit. p. 165. 

(I) The fame writer adds, rlfhed under were, Cwr-' 

that Licinius, who pretended to firimu, who wrote, or rather 
derive his pedigree from Philips fiailhed, his famous ^ok, intitu- 
caufed this epitaph to be taken ltd, de die natali, in the firftyear 
down. the younger writes, of that prince's reign, the fe- 

that the body of Gordian wasin* cond of the 254th Olympiad^ the 
terred in that tomb ; but Eutro- 991ft of Ramu when theCo^i- 
pus and Fefius aflure us, that it toline games v|ve celebrated the 
was conveyed to where the thirty-ninth ti^e (6). All thele 
deceafed prince was with the particulars give light to 

ufual ceremonies ranked among chronology. He Wrote the above- 
the gods. The fenate granted mentioned book, defigning it as 
this extraordinary privilege to a prefent to one of his friends, 
the Gordian family, that they by name ^ Cerellius, againft his 
might for ever be exempted from birth-day. Thence he takes ooca- 
taking upon them, unlefs it were lion to treat of the birth ofmaii,and 
by their own choice^* guardian- to make many learned ^^vations 
ihips, embaffies, or any other on days, months, and years. This 
l^ublic duty whatever (5). work was known to, and greatly 

(K) The writers who flou- efteemed by, 

(5) GorJ. vit. p. 164, (6) Cerfor, de die natal* e. 8. p, X31, 132. & 

f.^sx. ^155. 

and 
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Philip was by birth an Arabian^ being born in a Birth and 

city of Arabia Petraa* He was of a very mean defeent j for txtraaim 

4 his Philip. 

and Caffkdorust of whom the ce&fares him, and with a great 
heter quotes a boojk, written by deal of reafon, as too favourable 
Cenforinus, on accents; but of to Maximinus^ and highly pre- 
that work only fome fragments judiced againft AUxander (5). 
have reached our times, quoted VoJJius^ and others, approve of 
by Prifeian^ who ililes Cmfiri- this cenfure (6) ; whence, in our 
nus a very learned grammarian hiftory of the reigns of theft 

(7) . He is» by the beft critics, two princes, we have preferred 
looked upon as the moil exaCI the authority of Capitolinus to 
Writer of his time ^84.^ Cenjo- his. He omits the dates, and 
rinus himfelf quotes, as a work many other things, which would 
of his own, a book intituled in- have cleared up great difficulties 
digit amentorvmy in which he took in hiilory and chronology 2 and 
particular notice of all the gods, feems to have been quite unac* 
who, in the opinion of the pa- quainted with geography, as ap- 
gans, contributed to the life of pears from the account he gives 
man (9]. Heradian wrote, in us of the route which he fup- 
eight bo^ks, the hiilory of the pofes the emperor Alexander'^ 
emperors, ^om the death of Af. forces te have taken, when that 
JSurelim to that of Maximus and prince marched agafnfi the Per^ 

Balhinus, He afTures us, that Jians. Under Gordian likewift 
he Wrote nothing but what he fiourifhed Arrian^ a Greek hiflo- 
himfelf had feen s fo that he rian, quoted by Capitolinus in 
mull have died very old 2 for his his hiilory of the reigns of Ma-- 
work comprehends the fpace of xitninus and Gordian (7), and 
fixty-eiglit or feventy years (i). JPUsaJulisuCordus^ often quo* 

AW we know of his life is, that ted by the Augufiine hiftorians 
he was at Rome in the latter end (8). He wrote the lives of the 
of the reign of Commodus (zj, emperors, from Trajan to the 
and had feveral employments un- two Gordtans ; but filled his hi* 
der the fucceeding emperors (3). Hory, according iq Capitolinus^ 

As for his hiilory, Photius com- with many impertinent and tri' 
mends his llile as noble and fub- fling accounts, telling his readers 
lime, and at the lame time clear, how many fuits of doaths each 
and free from all affeftation (4). emperor had, what number of 
Capitolinus^ who in many places courtiers and domeftics, (9 \ 

only tranflates and copies him, places him among the 

beflows great encomiums upon tin hilbrians, with Miius Sabi^ 
his w;;^ing5 ; but at the fame time uus, who wrote the life of Maxi-^ ^ 

( 7 ) tift* Lat. /.ii, c, 3. (8) Atpendt ad Cyprian, dijfcrt, c, 9. 

(9) Cenjor, c, 3. p. ij, (1) Uerod. /.,i. p. 40$. 6f /. ii. p. 514. (») Idem, 

I, u ^.484. (3) Idem tbid. p, 465. ( Phot, e, 99. p. 276. 

(0 Mdaximin, wt. p , 143. Alex, vtt, p. 134. (6J bifi, Grac, 

J. ii. p» 2^. (7) Pojf, ibid. A iv. p. 17. Maxtmtn, vit, p, 150* 

(8) btft. Lat, A ii. f. 3. p. 179. Macrtn, vit, p , 93. (9) Gsrdm 

*vit, p, 152. 160. 

D d 4 


minus. 
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, hIs father is faid to have been a famous captain of robbers in 
tlut country *• In the anticnt infcriptions he is ftilcd M, Ju^ 
lius Philippus, and his wife Marcia OtadUa Severa* H^had 
a Ton, named likewife Philips born in the year 237. and con* 
iequently fevcn years old when his father came to the empire. 
The emperor himfelf was at that tiiire, according to the chro- 
nicle of Alexandria a, about forty j but Aurelius FtSiar fup- 
pofes him to have been much older (L). He no fooner faw 

himfelf 

V 

* Gord. vit. p. 163. ZoNAR.p. 229. Vict. epit. * Cbron. 
Alcxazid. p. 630. 

minusy Vulcanius Terentianus, au- moft proj^rble, being maintained 
thor of the lives of the three Gor- by the following writers ; to wit. 
ifiansy in whofe times thqy lived. Jeronty Chr^fojlomy Dionyfius of 
and Curius Foriunntiafius; who Alexandria, Zonaras, Nicepho- 
wrote the hiftoryof the reign of the rus, Cedrenus, Pufinus, the cbro- 
V^^Maximin$\\). Some pretend, nicle of Alexandria, Syncellus, 
that the hiftory of Fortunatianus Otofius, Jornandes, the anony- 
is Hill extant, and lodged in the mous writer publifticd by Vide- 
emperor's library ; nay, that it fius, with Ammianus Marcellinus, 
was formerly printed io Italy, the learned cardinal Vona, Abul- 
To this Foitunatianusy VoJUius faragius, Vincentius Lirinenjis, 
aferibes the three books on rhe- and Huetius, The arguments 
toric, which have reached our which foinc modern critics have 
times, under the name of Curius alleged in favour of the oppofite 
Fortunatianus ConfitUus, and are opinion, are not of weight enough 
dcfcrvedly elleemcd by the learn- with us to bear down the autbo- 
cd (2). In the reign of theem- rity of fo many eminent writers ; 
peror Conjlantine were llill ex- nay, moft of them have but 
tant lomc books of epigrams by little or no force in tberofelves ; 
Fabihus a Greek grammarian, and only prove, that Philip was 
and cue of the preceptors of Ma- guilty of I’everal adlions highly 
the younger, and various difccurtenanced by theChriftian 
poems written by Toxotius, a fe- religion ; fuch as his murdering 
fiator of the family of Antoni- his im^ercign ; his filling him a 
nuf Pius. He married J^unia god ; his aflifting at the public 
* Fadilla, formerly betrothed to (hews, which were always at- 
young Maximinus, and died foon tended wifti idolatrous ceremo- 
after he had difeharged the olHcc nie?, and his being deihed after 
of pra'tor (3). his death. But in all times there 

. (L) Whether or no Philip have been Chriftiaqs whofe lives 

was the firft Chriftian emperor, were a difgrace to thei^rofef- 
has been thefubjeil of great dif- fion ; and in that number feme 
putes among the learned. -The rank the prcfenc emperor, though 
affirmative leems to us by far the there are not wanting writers of 

r. 3. Max. vie. p. j^o. Ci^rd.vit, p. iCo. 
tiid. (3) Maximin, v:f, p. 148. 
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himfelf vcfted with the fovereign power, than he declared He takes 
hisfonCfl^r, and took him, though but feven years old, iov his fin fir 
his partner in the empire. He then wrote to the fcnate, ac- his partner 
quainting them with the death of Gordiftn^ which he falfly ** ^he em^ 
afcribcd to a natural diftemper, and with his own eleftion *> 

(M). Philip^ defirous to return to Rornty immediately con- He cen- 
eluded a peace with the PerJianSy and led back his army into « 
Syria (N). He arrived at Antioch before EaJieVy which, ac- peacewitb 
cording to Eufebhus^y was celebrated this year on the four- ^^^Per- 
teenth of April ; and from thence fet out for Romcy where he 
was received with the ufual demonftrations of joy by the Pe- 
nate and people ; whofe ajFe£lions, though they at firft “y 
feemed averfe to him, he fopn gained by his mild adminiftra- ^ f 
tion, and obliging behaviour d. He appointed his brother 
Prifeus commander in chief of the troops in Syrioy and Seve- Komc. 


*» Gord. vit. p. 164. * Euseb. 1 . vi, c. 34. *• Aur. Vict. 

;^s. 1. i. p. 646. 


n£ iinall account, who, 'bating 
the murder of Gordian^ for which, 
they fay, he atoned by fubmitting 
to a public pSnance, think he did 
nothing inconfiitenC with the 
principles of the religion which 
he profelTed : and truly we are 
no-wh'ere told, that he demanded 
of the fenate the apotheofis of 
Gordian, He ufed indeed, as we 
read in Capitolinas ^ to honour 
that prince, when he mentioned 
his name, with the title of 
the deified Gordian ; but that title 
was given even by Conflantme 
after his converfion, and by 
other Chriftian emperors, to the 
princes who had reigned before 
them, as appears from their re- 
feripts. Philip is faid by r taor 
the younger to have been prefen c 
at the public fliews that were ex- 
hibited on occafion of the thou- 
fandth ^r of Rome ; but, that 
he alTided k the religious, or ra- 
ther idolatrous, ceremonies which 
ufually preceded the fports, we 
find no- where recorded. His 


being deified after his death was 
no crime in him, but a kind of 
complimgnt paid by the fenate to 
moft emperors : the fame honour 
was conferred upon Mamaa the 
mother of Alexander ; and yet 
no one pretends to infer from 
thence, that fhc was not a Chrif- 
tian. 

(M) Some authors write, that 
the fenate, be) ieving, or pretend- 
ing to believe liim, confirmed 
without hefitation the choice of 
the foldiery ; while others af- 
firm, that the fenate did not ac. 
knowlege Philip, till M. Mar- 
cias and L. Aur elms Senjcrus Ho- 
Jiilianus, two fenators of great 
dillindtion, whom they fuccef- 
fively created emperors, were 
fnatched away by fudden deaths 
( 4 ). 

(N) T.onaras writes, that he 
yielded to Sator Mefipotamia and 
Armenia ; but foon after broke 
the treaty, and recovered, to the 
great fatisfadtion of the Romans, 
biith countries (5}. 


(4) Zonart p, 229, Onuyb. p, z6o, Cedrsn* p, 257, (5) Zonar. d.d. 

riuinuSy 
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* rlanus^ hU father- in-law, of the forces in 

dm^ perfons but ill qualified for thofe important pofts « (O)^. 

The following year the emperor entered upon his firft coo^ 
fulfhip, having ^tianus for his collegue i and foon after* 

leaving the city, marched again!! the Carpi, who, pafling the 

Danube, had invaded Mcsfta, and laid wafte great part of that, 
Defeats province. *The emperor defeated them in two battles, and 

she Carpi, obliged them to repafs the Danube, and fuc for peace ; which 
he readily .granted, and returned to Rome The next year, 
when Prafens and Alhinus wereconfuls, nothing happened at 
Rome, or in the provinces, which hiitorians have thought 
worth trahfmitting to pofterity, rexcept the burning by acci- 
dental fire the theatre of Pompey, and another ftately build- 
ing called Centum Columna, or the Hhndred Pillars, In the 
beginning of the follo^wing year the emperor entered upon hiS 
fecond coniuUbip, having his fon for his collegue, whom he 
honoured with the title of Auguftus, and veRed with the tri- 
bunitial power Both princes retained the fafces all this aiid 
the following year, to celebrate with the greater pomp and 
ne tho:.f magnificence the thoufandth year of Rome, begun on the 
fandth twenty-firft of April the year 247. of the Chriftian aera, 
year of and fifth of Philip*^ according to the convputation of 

Rome. Varro, which was then followed by moft hifiorians and chro- 
nolosera. Extraordinary .rejoicings were made at Rome, fhews - 
of all kinds exhibitecl for ten days together, and an incredible 
number of wild beafis, referved by Gordian for his triumph 
Perjians, killed, and diftributed among the people**. 
Unnatural emperor publifhed an cdid, forbidding, 

t it T under the fcvereft penalties, all manner of unnatural luft, and 
R^c infamous practices which had long prevailed in Rome, 

' being countenanced by the wicked, and tolerated by the good 


* Zos. I. i. p. 642, 643. f Idem, p. 641. * Onuph. 

p- a6o. Goltz. p. 107. ** Paci, p. 247. Spanh. 1 . iii. p. 147. 


(O) As the works Trehel- 
Hus PoUio, and others, who wrote 
the lives of Philip and his fuccef- 
Ibrs to Falerian, have not reach- 
ed our times, we cannot help 
borrowing many things of Zofi- 
mus ; but we think^c incumbent 
Upon us to acquaint our readers, 
that he was a profeiTed and im- 
placable enemy to the Chriftian 
rdigioa, and therefore omits no 


opportunity of blackening the 
character of Philip, and extolling 
his fucceftbr Decius, by whom 
the church was moft cruelly per- 
fccuted. 

(P) Orofius writes, the 
pious emperor turned dm extra- 
ordinary folemnity to the hononr 
of Chrift and his Church. Wc 
wifti he had informed us in what 
manner. 


(6) Orof, U vii, c, io« 


princes. 
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pririfctfs^ The following year) when M. Mmtlianuivm the Severat 
fecond time cqnful with Julius Aquilinus^ the eaftern pro- nbillms* 
vinces, no longer able to pay the taxes with which they were 
loaded, nor bear with the haughty condu£l of Prifeus their 
governor (we follow Zoftmus^ fpr want of a better guide}, 
openlyrevoiced, and proclaimed one ov Jotopianus^ 

emperor ; but he was Toon killed, and, with his death, put an 
endto the difturbances on that fide At the fame time the 
pr^inces of Moefta and Pannonia revolted, continues Z^- 
m«r, and fet up one P. Carvilius Marinus^ who was but a 
centurion. * Hereupon in great confternation, befoughc 

the fenate either to enable hin|o quafh the rebellion, or to 
depofehim, if they .were diffatisfied with his condud. This 
unexpected fpeech furprtfed the fenate ; but Decius^ while the 
other fenators continued filent, addreifiigg the emperor, told 
him, that he had no reafon to fear Marinus^ whofe prefum- 
ption, as he was unequal to any great undertaking, would 
foon prove his rbin. 

What Decius had foretold, happened a few days after, 
when Marinus was killed by thofe very perfons who had raifed 
him to the empire. Hereupon P^rV/^, recalling^ his father-in- 
law Sevlrianus^ obliged Dicius^ much ^gainft his will, to ac- 
cept of the government of Moefta and Pannonia in his room. . 

He nofooner appeared there, than the foldiers proclaimed him Decius 
emperor, and forced him to accept the fovereignty, by threat- dared em- 
ening to put him to death, if he declined it. Fear therefore pererby tbe 
getting the better of his fidelity, he fufFered himfelf to be ar- in 
rayed with the imperial purple, and the foldiers to fwear alle- Dlyricum. 
giance to him Zonaras tells us, that he immediately wrote 
to Philips alTuring him, that he defigned to refign the fove- 
reignty as foon as he reached Rom But Philips without 
relying upon fuch promifes, marched with all pofiible expe- 
dition againfi: the ufurper, hoping to furprife him. His fon he 
left at Romey with a detachment of the praetorian guards, to 
keep the city in awe. Deciusy having timely notice of his 
march and approach, received him with his troops in battle- 
array. Hereupon an adion enfued, in which great numbers of 
Philipps men were cut in pieces, and the reft obliged to retire Philip 
to Veronoy where he himfelf was killed by the army ", whe- mtrcmty 
ther by his own, or by that of Decius y we are not told. The ani killed. 
news cl^is death no fooner reached Romey than the praeto- Year of 
rian gbards difpatched his fon, who was tnen in their camp, the Hood 
§ach was the end of the emperor Philipy after he had reigned 

* Alrtr. vit. p. 121. Aur. Vict. * Zos. 1. L p. 642. ^49- 

I Idem ibid. &p. 643. “ Zonar. p. 229. ® Zos. Rome 

1.1.0.643. Aur, Vict, Zonar. p. 229, 997- 
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five Years, and fome months ; for he was proclaimed emperor 
on the fourteenth of March of the year 244. and Jcilled aft^ 
the feventeenth of June of the year 249. as appears from the 
dates of his laws o. Both he and his ion were, according to 
Eutropiusj ranked among the gods ; which feews, that his 
adminiflration was not difpleafing to the feiiate, though he had 
fiicceeded Gordian^ 2 prince fo much and fo univerfally beloved 
(Q.)* authors who fiourifhed under him^ we (hall 

fpeak in our note (R). '• ^ 

Upon 

0 Cod. Juft. 1 . ix. tit. 32. leg. 6. p. 489. dcLvili. tit. 56. leg. i. 
p. 804, &c, •* ^ 

(Q^) Eufehius^ and Diofiyfius evpreilmg his difpleafare with * 
of Alexandria^ who wa^ raifed to more grave and referved look 
that fee in his reign, ‘ tell us, than ufual ( i ). Both he and his 
that, under him, the Chrillian re- mother Marcia Oiacilia ^e<v 9 ra 
ligion was publicly preached ; profefled, according to St. Jt~ 
that it ftouriftied and increafed rom (2), and the chronicle of 
more than it had done under any Alexandria (3), the Chriftiaa 
other prince (7) : And no ^wonder, religion ; nay, Petrsu de NataU^ 
adds the former writer*, without has reckons the ,,two Philips 
explaining hixnfclf any farther ; among the martyrs of the church 
but meaning, as to us feems plain (4), upon the authority of 
from the context, that he pro- Jius^ who writes, that Decius put 
felled it himfelf (S). Gregory of them to death, either becaufe 
HyJPa writes, that, in the reign they were Chriftians, or that he 
of Phi lip f all the inhabitants of might, when they were removed^ 
the city and territory of Neocte- perfecute the Chriftian religion 
/area in Pontus being converted (5). But the authority of Oro^ 
to Chriftianity, the idols were fius, who lived many ages after, 
every' where overturned, with is of no great weight with us^ 
their altars and temples, and uiilefs confirmed by that of more 
churches ereflcd in their room to antient writers. Eu/ebius fays, 
the honour of the true God (9). that Decius perfeented the church 
Of PhiJUp the Ton authors ob- out of hatred to Philip (6) ; but 
fervf, that he was of fuch a we cannot from thence conclude, 
grave, or rather melancholy tern- that he put Philip lo death on 
per, that no one could, by any account of his religion. .. 
contrivance, ever make him (R) Under Philip flourilhed 
laugh or fmile i and add, that, Nica^oras, a celebrated fophiftof 
’his father one day breaking out Athens. He was the foil cf one 
into a loud laughter, he could not Mnefeus an orator, and/;rote the 
help turning away his face, and lives of iliuftrious men (7). Phi- 

(7) Eufeb. /. vi. c. 36. p. 232. (S} Idem, e. 41. />. 23^. (9) Creg. 

dHAT- 'vit. Gieg. l^haumat. lom. iiJ, p. (l) yi6i. efit, fa) Hker., 

tbrc',. (3) Chion. tJexand. />. 630. (e^) Pit. de Nqtal. catat. 

JarEi. c. 92. p. a’iS. (5) Orof, /, vU, c* 21. (6) Eufib^ /. vi. c, 39, 

(;} Sutd.p. azj. 

2 hjlratus 
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Upon the death of Philip and hi? f in, Decius wasacknow- 
leecd emperor, firft by the foldicry, and foon after by the fe- 
natc aiid people, who wanted both ftrength and courage to 
difpute the cle^on of the new prince. He was z mtwQ of The Birth 
Buhalia, or Budalia^ a borough in the territory of Sirmium in anddefeent 
Lower Pannoniay and, according to the chronicle of Alexan- of Decius. 
dria p, raifed to the empire in the fifty-feventh, but, accord- 
ing to Vi^or the younger, only in the forty- ft venth, year of 
his age. He had by his wife Hercnnia Eirufcilla four fons, 
to wit, DeciuSf Hojlilianus^ Etrufeusy and Trajan, I'he 


P Chton. Alexand. p.632. 


lojlratus reckons hi 
among the great men of^istime, 
with whom he was in.timately 
acquainted (8). Minutianus t}\e 
fon of Niagaras publithed a book 
of rhetoric, on which Porphyi ius 
wrote ^mments (9), and a fmall 
treatife on fyllogifms, which has 
reached our times ('1). Jpfinas 
^ourilhed the fame time, and 
is greatly commended by Philo- 
firatusa on account of his e ^adl- 
neYs in writing, and extraordinary 
memory (2). He, was a native 
of Phasnicia 5 but fpent great 
part of his life at Athens ; and is 
thence by Suidas called an Athe- 
nian (3). Onafimucy the Jthe- 
ttian fophiil, whom we muft di- 
ftinguilh from another of tJie 
fame name and profeffion, born in 
Cyprus or Sparta^ was the fon of 
Jpfinas, and father to another 
Apjinas, who feems to have flou- 
rifhed under Conflantine (4). 
Suidas mentions a third fophiit of 
this name, who flourilhed under 
Maximiam but was a native 
of Gadara on the confines of Pa- 
lifrJliruzvA SyriUy and attained to 
the and title of confular 

‘ ( > ) ■ Major a an Arabian fophift. 


flour. Philip, 

' '■ T'-of rhrtpnc 
, I ' . V • , ched 
us. S' ' ' o:\e Theo- 

pompus a phiJiuiwj. • , who be- 

came very famous at 'ha i onea in 
Baeotig^ (7) ; but of nl^,: no no- 
sice is taken either by SuU .r, or 
a../otIier vvri.cr. ylfinim ^a- 
d'"^tus ^TOte the Poman hiftcry 
in ti4- Ionic dialeft, from the 
Sfoundatio.. of the city to the 
reign of jUlex.'^tder, fays Suidae 
(8) ; but he mu^l nave brought 
it down to the filth year of Phi>- 
lip's reign, which was the thou- 
fandch of Rome ; for his book 
was intituled y ih.u , or thethou- 
fand years (9). This work is 
quoted by Stephan us the geogra- 
mier, by the Avgujline Writers, 
by Zojtmus, and by Xiphilin ; but 
has been long fince lofi:. He like- 
W'ife wrote the hillory of the Par- 
tbians, often quoted by the an- 
dents, and that of Germany. Of 
the former, Stephanas cites the 
ninth book ; and Agatbias, fpeak- 
ing of the latter, tells us, that he 
was a native of Italy, and wrote 
with great;^xa^ners (i). 


(S^ Vhilop. f(ph. ^9, p. 619. 
ndt. c. 6. p.5i‘ >"/• 


(^) Sutd. p. 573 - (0 Porphyr, 

.74. {z) Pbilof. p-^z%, {%) Suit' 

H ibid. {^) Idem ibid. \b) Eufeb. pfxp. e^oau^ 

7* X. r. 3. p- 4«4' , i7),Synctl. f. s6x. (S) Suid. p. 1484, <9) 

hiji. Crete. 1. 11. c * 39 * >■ /'• * 7 - 
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« name oi MeJJiui was common to them all \ whence we may 

conclude, that it was the name bf the family. The emperor 
is Ailed, in the antient infcriptions, Cains Meffius ^intus 
His cha- ^^ojams Dicius, He was, according to Zojimus his pane*- 
raSer, defcended of an illuArious famuy, and endowed with 

every good quality q. ViSfor the younger Ailes him the heft »f 
. princes^ and f^opifcus equals him to the moA renowned com- 
manders of antiquity r. He was no fooner vcAed with the 
fovereignty, than he declared his eldeA Ton Cafar^ and prints 
tf the youth. The fame title he foon after benowed upon his 
three other (bns ^ 

Ws cruel the very beginning of his reign he raifed the moA dread- 

perfecution and bloody pcrfccution that had ever oppreflTed the church, 
9f the prompted thereunto by his zeal foi the d'*dining caufe of pa* 
church. ganifm, which he faw fatally Undermined by the wonderful 
progrersof<]!hriAianicy. Concluding therefore, that the one 
could not be fupported but by the utter ruin of the other, he 
ena£led moA cruel edi<As againA all who profeAed the Chri- 
tian religion (S). This perfecution, however, did not rage, 
at leaA with its A'-A violence, above a year, as appears from 
the epiAles of St. Cyprian the emperor and maglArates being, 
by the invafion or feveral barbarous nations, diverted ffom 

^ Zos. I. i. p. 641. r Aur. ViCT. p, 223. • GoltzJ 

p. log. Onuph. p. 261. Occo, p, 454. ^ Cvp.cpiA. 36, &c. 

(S) Purfuant to thofe edlAs, bifliops, of whom many wer^ 
the Chriftians were in all places feized, inhumanly racked and ejt- 
driven from their habitations, ecuted $ and, among the. reft, Pa- 
ftripped of their eftates, dragged hian biihop of Rame^ Babylas bi- 
to execution like public male- ihop of Antioch^ and Alexander 
factors, and racked with themoft biihop oijerufalem. Great num** 
exquiftce torments cruelty itfelf bers of Chriftians betook them* 
could invent. The laws of na* felves to barren mountains, rocks, 
ture and humanity were trodden and deferts, chooling rather to 
under-foot ; friend betrayed his live amongft wild beafts, than 
friend, brother his brother, and men who had divefted themfelves 
children their parents ; every one of reafon and hununity . Among 
thinking it meritorious to diAo- thefe was the celebrated* hermit 
ver a Chriftian, and procure his Paul, who, withdrawing into the 
death. It is eafter, fays Nicepho^ deferts of Egypt, led there a folita- 
r«j, fpeaking of this perfecution, ry life for the fpace of ninety 
to count the land on the fea- years at leaft, and becamf the fa- 
fhore, than themart/rs whofuf- therand founder of the order of 
feied under The tyrant anchorets (2). 

vented his rage chiefly upon the 

# ( 1 ) Hier, vk, Paul, p, *37. EupB. /. iii, e. 39. taS, perfee. e, 4. < 7 «y. 
PSyff', vit. Tbaum, p. 507. Cyp. dtf, xi. r. 53. Optat. C m pt 71. HtJar. 
M Cm/, ii3» Cyp. 

A fearch* 
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fcitrcbing after the Chrifthns ; for, about the end of Jbe firft 
year, of De0us*s reign, when he was conful fo^ th^rgond 
time with Vichts Graiut^ the Scythians^ that is, the Goths ^ 
having pailed the Danuhiy under the condud of their king 
Cniva^ ihveiled with feventy thoufand men the city of Eujle- 
rium in Lmsr Maefia ; but, meeting there with- a vigorous 
oppoition from Gallus^ who was afterwards emperor, they ^ 
railed the fiege Etijlirium^ and fat down before Nicopolis^ * 
another city in the fame province. 

Against them Decius difpatched his eldeftfon, at the head 
of. a numerous and well-difciplined army ; who, falling upon ^oung De« 
them unejfpedledJy, cut thirty tliouland of. them in pieces, cius^aw 
and obliged^ the reft to retirp beyond mount Hamus^ which 
parted M<ejta ivoinyhrace. • However, they foon recruited 
their army, and, enteflfig Thrace^ laid (lege to Philippopolis on 
the Hebrus, Young Decius haflcned to the relief of the place ; • 

but, while his troops were refrelbing tftmfelves, after a long 
march, in the neighbourhobd of Beroea^ a city of the fame 
province, Cniva^ coming unawares upon them, cut the whole lut hh 
army in pieces, and obliged the young prince to fave himfelf army is in 
by flight into Maefia, Cniva then returned before Philippopo- the end iu^ 
Its ; and, having made himfelf mafter of the place, put the tirely cut 
inhabitantsf to the number of one hundred thoufand fouls, 
fays Ammianm u, without diftindlion of fex or age, to the 
fword, ravaged Thrace^ and laid wafte great part of Mace- 
don^^ where £• Prifcus^ probably brother to the late empe- 
ror, Itommanded at that time \ but he, inftead of oppofing, 
joined the enemy, and caufed himfelf to be proclaimed em* 
peror. Hereupon Decius^ who had ftaid at Rome to confe- 
crate the walb of the city, which he had ordered to be built, 
dr rather repaired, immediately fet out for Pannonia ; where, 
in the beginning of the following year, he took upon him hiis 
third con^Iihip, and honoured with that dignity his eldeft fon, 
ftiled, in the ihferiptions of this year, Herennius Decius 
Cafar ; whence it is manifeil, that the emperor had not yet 
conferred upon him the title of Augufius Decius overcame ^he Goths 
the Gothsy fays Zofimus^ in feveral engagements, obliged them 
to quit the booty they had taken, and drove them out of the 
Roman dominions r. What that author writes is confirmed by 
feveral medals, mentioning his conquefts in Dacla^ and vi 61 o- 
ries over the Carpi ^ who had probably joined the Goths 
Prij€tt:^vtz& declared by die fenate a public enemy, and {lain ; * 

hut where, or in what manner, bidory dots not inform us. 

" Ammian. Lxxxi. p. 446. V Zos. l.i. p. 644. Jor- 
KAKD- de reb. Goth. c. 18. p. 637. ^ Spanh. p. 254. 

^ Zos. p.643. * Occo, p. 450. 
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^ 4 ;<(il mifaet the emperor ermto to the (bnite; a6^itarxvtt|2 
ofctnfor tYieoiy^ot hl» defigned to te^eftabhQi thfe oIGte m 

r£ tfta- anticnt magtfbacy of great auttiority, and kalring to them thd 
hhfied. choice of a perfon fit rot the difcharge of 1b gjreat t titft 
The fdnne, upon the receipt of the etnpcror^a letter, 

Valerian bled iti the t^ple of Cajior and Pollux ; and there^ ihftefl 
clfofin an- of wa>ting till thetr votes were aikcd, cridd out Wldi ont^lkl^, 
fir. as foon as the letter was read, Let Valerian be eenfor ; tit 
btm anfure and eorte3 the faults of otheri^ whi has no fSuhs 
of h,s own. Of Valerian^ who was raifed to the empire wo 
years after, we fhall fpealc in a more proper place* He w^ 
then in Thrace with Deem ; who, upon his receiving thd de«^ 
cree of the fenate, caufed it te< be putlirly read ; exhorted 
Valerian not to decline an office, to which he had been named 
by the republic with fuch extraordinary marks of efteem and 
diflm£lioif ; and exp)ained to him the nature and importance 
of h 19 new employment, with the authoiity and pow^r An- 
nexed to It, which, he faid, extended over all persons civil 
and military, of what rank and condition (bever, except the 
governor ot Rome^ the confuh for the time being, the pontif 
tilled rex facrorumy and the fuperior of the Vrfial virgins, fo 
long as, mindful of her vow, the preferved herfclf undefileef* 
Valerian y fays the author of his fife, carnc^ljr byfought the 
emperor not to lay a burden upon him, to which he Was in 
every rerpe^t uneqnal a ; but does not tcH us whedl^ he 
in the end prevailed upon to fubmit to it. 

Dccitts Soon after, the emperor marched againft the Gathsy over^ 
9/rths «^-«;Caraethcm,and reduced them to fuch ftrcights, that they offered 
ai-van~ to fet at liberty all thfe priioners they had takcit, i^nd relmquifit 
their booty, provided he would fuffer them toretlrd unmo^ 
the Goths, lefted. But the emperor, bent upon cutting off at once the 
whole nation, and delivering Rome from fo troulSerame att 
enemy, without hearkening to their propofkls, ''tetlt Trehonia* 
nus GalhiSy with a ftrong dvjtachment, to cut off their re-^ 
treat, and, pui fuing them clofe with the reft 6f the armjTj^ 

« Valer. vit p 173, 174. 

(T) This employment, fa- glcded by moll of the prtficei 
moua in the times of tht repab- ho reigned before him (3) The 
he, had been abolifhed by the lah prij^ate perfons, who dif- 
emperors, who difeharged the charged tliat office, wer^ Paulas 
functions annexed tW’ It, without JSlmilius Leptdus^^xA L, Mma^ 
aflu^ing the title , fprfincc Do- tm Plancur, in the tenth year ttf 
Wtu h's time the title of eenfir Auguftm\ reign, 
had been laid afide, and ne- 
ts) I* ’lU P* 598* 
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% viththeiD before they reached the J>Qnuhe^ and en- 
gaged them a fecond time. The GQth$y knowinj; that all Jay 
a^ftake, fou^t like men in defpain Yowg Deems figna- 
lised himfelf on this occafbn in a very eminent manner, and 
is i^d to have killed many of. the enemy with his own hand j 
bnt, being in the end moitatly wounded with an arrow, he 
foil from his horfe in the fight of the whole army. The em- " 
peror, feeing him fall, cried out to his foldiers^ without be- 
traying the leaft concern, IVe have left but one man ; lit not^ 
fellow-foldiers^ fo fmall a lofs difeourage you. Having uttered 
thefe words, he rulhed into the midft of the enemy » bqt, emd libe* 
inftead of revenging the death of his fon, he was himfelf farr •tvi/ethe 
tounded on all tides, overpowered, and killed (U). emperor. 

The Goths ^ after thedea^n of Deciusy purfued their vi- The Ro^ 
Aory, and made a dreSRlful havock of the ddheartened army, man armjl 
Such of the Romans BStksLpcd the general /laughter, iled to the in 
legions commanded by Gallus ; who. By pretending a great 
concern for the linfbrtunate end of Dectusy and the defeat of 
his army, and feigning to inarch againfi the barbarians, gained 


(U) Thus Zojimns (4) and 
JomeMdii (5). But Aurelius 
ViSornxiA Tzaras tell us, chat 
OeUkSf who upt a private cor- 
re^adence with the Gotbsy ad- 
vi£d them to encamp behind a 
morait, ill which the emperor, 
while he Attempted to pafs it, 
purfuant to the treacherous coun- 
fel of the fame Gallus^ periihed 
with his fon, and the greaceft 
number of the army, partly fuf* 
focatedin the mud, and ^rtly 
deftroyed by the iliowers of ar- 
rows, which the barbarians dif- 
char^ npon them, while they 
conld neither advance nor retire 

(6) , The fame writers add, 
that the bodies of the two princes 
could never be found. Eufehius 

(7] , and the chronicle of Alex- 
andria (8), only fay, that the 
two Oeeli were killed by the 


treachery of one of their own 
officers. La&anttus writes, that 
Deeiui, having engaged the Car- 
pi, was by them furrounded, cut 
in pieces with great part of his 
army, and left unburied a prey 
to the ravens and wild beads. 
Thus, concludes that writer, aq 
enemy to God, and a peHecutor 
of his church, deierved to perifll 
(9). St. Jerom iikewife (i), 
St. Cyprian (a), and Confiantini 
the Great (3), Scribe the unhap- 
py end of Deciut to divine ven- 
geance. With him perilhed, ac- 
cording to Eufebius, three of his 
Tons, to wit, Decius, Eeru/cus, 
andTr/^aw (4). He had reigned 
two years, and Tome months (5 ) s 
and was, after his death, ranked 
among the gods with the ufual 
ceremonies. 


(<] i* 1 * P» ^43* (5) Jemeitd. ds nk, Cseh, t, i8. p. 637. 

(^) Zuier. p. 231. Aur, Viff, inlteeM (j) E&fei, thm, p. S344 

'81 Cbm, Atexani, p. 231. (9) haBam. ptrfuut, (.4. p. 4, 5. 

't) MierJnZacb, xitr. p. £85. (a) Cjrpr. eptjl, dr Itff, p. 138. {3) Con- 

W. mai, ffpedcifSi, Eufrk ofer, e, 24. p. €o 9 » (4) /. f ii« 

e. X. p. aso. ($J Geitm, p. xoi» 

Vox..XV« £c 
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Gallas the hearts of the foldiery, and was tbeoiy with Ipud fhiwts 
preciaimedo^ jov, proclaimed emperor. He immediately declared his 
emperor, (ba Voluftanus Cafar ; married him to Heramla Etrufcillaj 
Year of the daughter of the deceafed prince; and, to remove all fu^ 
the dood 'fpicion of his being any-way acccflbry to the misfortunes which 
^ 599 - had befallen him and hk artny^ he adopted HofiiUanut^ his 
Of Chriit ^j^jy furviving fon ; conferred upon him the title of Augujha ; 

vefted him with the tribunitial power ; and named bimoon^ 
ful for the enfuing year h. Caius Vihius Trebonianus GaSm^ 
as he is ftiled in the antient infcriptions^ was, according to 
the younger, a native of the ifland of Meninx on the 
coaft of Africa^ called afterwards Garba^ and at prefent Gerbi 
and Zarbt* Of his family no piention is made by the writers 
who have reached us ; and all know of his employments k, 
that he commanded the troops on the 'frontiers of Mcefia in 
250. and in the prefent year 251. He was, according to the 
chronicle of Alexandria ^ fifty- feven, but, according to ViSlttr 
the younger, only forty- five, when raifed to the empire. 
Hojlilia Severoy honoured on fome medals with the title of 
Augujla c, is fuppofed to have been his wife. His fon is filled 
in fome inferiptions C. Vihiu% VolufianuSy and, in others. An- 
He con- nius Gallus Trebonianus^, His ele£hoti was no fooner con- 

cluaes a firmed by the fenate,« than, infiead of revenging jhe death of 
djjhonoura^ D^ciuSy and the overthrow of his army, he concluded a dif- 
ble peace honourable peace with the Goths ; fufFered them to retire uO- 
^tbtbe jnolefted with all their booty and prifoners, among whom 
«otns. many Romans of great diftindion ; and even engaged to 

pay them yearly a con&lerablc fum, provided they continued 
quiet in their own country After this ignominious peace, 
he returned to Romei and, in the beginning of the following 
year, entered upon his firft confulihip, having his fon for his 
Heptrfe^ collegue. He began his reign with reviving all the edicts 
cutes the which had been publifhed by his predecefibr againfi the Chri- 
ftians, and which he caufed to be put in execution with the 
utmofi rigour. At the fame time a dreadful plague, breaking 
out in Ethiopia on the confines of Egypt y fpread in a Ihort 
time over all the provinces of the empire, and fwept away in* 
credible numbers of people, cfpecially at Romey where it 
raged with great violence ( W). The fame year was remark* 

able 

^ Zos. lib. i. p. 644. Goltz. p. 111. Zonar. jp. 644. 
^ Goltz. p. iiq. Occo, p. 457. Goltz. ibid. 

Spov. hift. de Genev. p. 371. * Jornand. de reb. Goth* 

c. 19. p. 638, Zos. p. 644. 

CWl^Someauthors write, that Hoflilianus the ion of Deeiusy 
it carrim ofS^ among (he refi, ibpn after he had been hooonred 

with 
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able for a general drought, a great famine^ and wars kindled 
in Ikarts of the empire. M, Aufidiut Ptrfenna Licinia* 
upon Um the title of Auguftvs ; but this revolt was 
iboS quaflied f i in what manner^ we are no-where told. 
ThcG^As^ the Bpram\ the the , or JEfar^e- 

AUfifSy a people dwelling on the banks of the Danube^ broke 
into Mafia and Pannonia ; the Scythians over-ran Afia j and 
^ Ptrfiam^ entering Syrla^ laid wafte that province, and 
even made themfclves mafters of Antioch S. Mmilianus^ who 
commanded in Mcefia^ overcame the barbarians in a pitched 
battle, and obliged them to quit the Roman dominions. 

Elated with this fuccefs, and derpifing Go//sn, who was i^milia* 
wallowing in pJeafures at while his generals were ex-aus/r^- 

poling their lives in defence Jbf the empire, he caufed himfclf clatmeJ 
to be proclaimed emperor, and wasfaluted by the troops under omporor in 
fcis command, whofe afFedions he had gained, with the titles Media, 
of Auguftus^ and Father of his countrfi This roufed Gallus 
from his lethargy, who immediately ordered VaUrtan to msach 
with the Gaub^ and German legions againft this new rival. 

But ASmilianus^ without giving him time to afFemble his 
troops, fet forward to Italy^ and, by long marches, arrived 
in a ihoit time at Interamna^ now 7 srm, about thirty-two 
miles fcomj^me^ There he was met by GalJuSy and his Ton, 
at the bead of a confiderable army \ but the troops of the lat- Gallus is 
ter, defpifing their leaders, flew them in the fight of Mmi- hilled By 
iianus*o army, and proclaimed him emperor. &ch was the his frwn 
end of the emperor Gallus^ after he had leigned a year, and 
fix months K Mention is made on fome medals of the apo- 
theofis of Volufianus^ \ whence we may conclude, thatCtf//«r 
Waslikewife deified. No fooner were the news of their death ^niilia- 
brought to Rome^ than the fenate confirmed the cledion of **“• 
the foldiery, and honoured the new prince with the ufual 
titles. Mmilius JEmilianuSy as Aurelius Vibfor calls him, or 
Ci Julius ^milianusy as he is ftiled on the antient coins, was 
by nation a Moor^ and of a vety mean defeent. He had 
ferved from bis youth in the Roman armies, and raifed him- 
felf to the firft employments in the ftate ; for he had been 

VicT. ^t. Occo, p. 454. aZas. p. 644. Zonar. 

r . S32. * Zos. p. 645. ZoNAR. p. 242. SXNCSL. p. 376. 

Biaag. p. 362. ^ Idem, p. 364. 

• 

tlw tide of (6) I and then gaw oat, that he wa» 

init Ztfimai affmet thatGe/ZW dead of the ^goe (7}> 
ttinied him to be pot to deaths 
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confiil before he came to the empire^ In the which 
he wrote to the fenate after the death of Gallus^ htfpidmife^ 
to dri^e the Goths out of ^hraco^ and ^ Pirjians of 
MefopHama and Armada^ to comport himfelf in every Sing 
as*the lieutenant of the republic» and to leave the exercife m 
the fovereign power to the fenate < (X). The troops, which 
Vakrian waa leading to the aififtance of GaUus^ hearing In 
Rbatia that he was dead) refuted to fuboiit to the new prince^ 
and proclaimed their own general emperor ; who^ thereupon^ 
o^uickeniiig his marefay pSSed the mountains, and entered 
Italy at the head of a very numerous and wcll-difciplioed 
army. 

Hi it kil- ^MiLiANUs’s army no fooner underftood, that Valerian^ 
led hy hit of whom they entertained a mighty onunion, had been pro** 
•uw «#», claimed emperor by the ^troops uimer h 4 ^ command, than they 
W Vale- fell upon thdr own leader, and difpatched him, to avoid, fays 
rian pro- ZonaraSy a civil war,^ and the Ihedding of the blood of their 
tlamcd fellow-citizens w. Mmilianus was killed at Spoletum^ now 
tn ^ bridge in that neighbourhood ; which ViSlor 

younger pretends to have been thence called Tht hhtdp 
the flood ™ forty-fixth year of his age, after a 

2601. three, or, at moft, of four months ^ (Y). 

Of Chrift - 


253. 

Of Rome 
1001. 


^ Birao. p« 364. ^ 

>> Hisr. chron, Eutrof. 


ZoNAR. p. 233. 
AvR. VlCT. 
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(X) Aurelius ViSor writes, 
th^ he governed with great mo- 
deration; wherein he difagrees 
with Xonarat^ who tells us, that 
he afted more like a foldier than 
a prince, and did pany things 
highly unbecoming an emperor 
(8). 

(Y) Eufehiut does not even 
rank him among the emperors 
(9) ; and is therein followed by 
the chronicle of Alexandria^ and 
that of Nicephorut, in which Fa- 
lerian is placed inunediately af- 
ter Gallus. AareliusViSor writes, 
that Mmilianus died a natural 
death (i). In his reign C. Virius 
PauUnus waa goveinor of Rome^ 
zxtiemis d9mifiicorum(2). This 
is the fiift time weBnd tte latter 


employment, which, in the fourth 
century, b^ame very ftiMus, 
mentioned in hiftory. Psmcirolhm 
takes the viord& demefiici uxApro- 
teRores to be iynonymoos terms. 
The province of the latter was 
to guard the prince's perfon, and, 
under the Chnftian emperors, to 
carry the great ftandard, with the 
croG. They were fuperior in 
rank to the pnetoriaD guards, 
and diftinguiihed with particular 
badges peculiar to them. This 
corps confifled of three thoufand 
five hundred men before Jt^i^ 
nMs time, who is (aid fo have 
increafisd them to tlnrnamber qf 
five thottfimd five hundred. Thtfx 
ytm divided into ieveral faan^ 
of horfe and foot, called fehoUip^ 


^( 8 ) » 35 * 
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JKMihiAnvB ^ting kilU, according, to the moft, prpbsd>t^ 
qpiaiom in^eaionchof^«(;^of the year 253. thefenate* 
lirith gieat joVt oonfiim^^ the dedion of Fitlerian^ and con- 
tetted upon his fon GalUenus the title of Caifar, FaUrian 
vaa defcended from one of the jnoft illuftrious families 

had commanded .armies, an4 difcharged, with great 
reputation^ the/ chief employ ments of ibc empire, both civil 
afkd military. He was adored by perfons of all ranlo^ on 
f:Qunt of his integrity^ prudence, modefiy, and extraordinary 
accomplilhments ; for he was well verfcd in all the branches 
pf learning, and. had ever lived free from the vices, which 
generally prevailed in thofc diflblute times ; a friend to virtue, 
an enemy to all wlchpdneis and tyranny, a great admirer of 
tho cuftoms of the primitive Rmansy and no-way inferior to 
tfaofe among them, who were extolled dor their love of virtue, 
and averiion from vice 1 infomuch that if every perfon in the 
empire had been allowed the liberty of naming to the fove- 
rei^ty whom he pleafed, no one, fays the hinorian, would 
have thought of choofing any but Valerian o. Thus he was 
univerfally judged worthy of the empire before he attained it; 
but was afterwards found no-way equal to fuch a mighty 
charge } whence moft writers aferibe to his want of a£tivity, 
prudence, and refolution, the many calamities which befcl 
iht fimpire in his and his Ton’s reign i*. Before his accef&on 
m the empire, he was prince of the fenate, which gave him 
right to vote before all the confulars. Afterwards he com- 
manded the third legion, and wasr' by degrees, raifed to the 
firft poib in the army. He attended Decius in his wars with 
the GothSf and was, while he continued with hiin in Thrace^ 
named by the feiiate to the cenforfbip, in the manner we 
have related above (Z). He began his leiga with great ap- 
plause, and behaved himfelf fb as to gain the afFe£hons both 
of the fenate and people, paying the utmoft refped^ to the 

former, 

• Valcr. vit p. 173; p Vicx. cpit. Eixtrof. Zos. Li. 
p. 640. 

lud commanded by fome perfon its ori^nid intirely to Cmftan* 
of geeae diftinAioD^ fliled comes tine. • 

dem^icernm (3). From feveral' (Z) antient inferiptions 
iofcriptioiis ^ this time, we Ikt is ^ItAP.LidniusValerianusi 
kirn, chat the wofd eemet was to thefe names Vi^or the young- 
nlready a title of dt^ity; fo. cr adds that of Cekhins i and O- 
that the title of or rsirpr, nophrius quotes an infeription, in 
does not, as ftfme imagine, owe which he is' named ?. Aurelius 

( 3 ') ^Isneivt in not, imp. Rem, e, 89 . 
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fermeri and eafing the Utter of the heavy taxes, w!tti which 
they had been loaded by his prcdecefibrs. He cnaded many 
excdlent laws, and, by that means, TuppreiTed moft of tfaici 
diforders, which, in thofe unhappy times, prevailed, not only 
at RonUf but all over the em^re. Authors obferve, that lie 
employed only men of merit ; and that moft of thofe whpm 
he preferred to the command of his armies, were < afterwards 
faiftd to the empires. In the beginning of the following 
year 254. he entered upon his fecond confullhip, having his 
fon Gallienus for his collcgue. Zofmus writes, that this very 
year, the hrft of his reign, he took GaUienus for his partner 
in the empire, being prompted hereunto by the danger to 
TAf m- which the empire, invaded on all Ades by the barbarians, was 
pir^ tnva- then expofcd r-; for the Germans and the Franks committed 
ded fin all great devaftations in Aat part of Gaul which bordered on the 
by tbfi ^hiwi ; the Geihs and the Carpi invaded thp provinces of 
barba- Mcefta^ Thrace^ and Macedon 5 and the Perjians^ paifing the 
nans, Euphrates^ ovcr-ian Syria^ Cilicia^ and Cappadocia* Aurer 
lian^ at that time tribune of a legion quartered in Mentz^ 
fell upon the Franks while they were ravaging the neighbour- 
iug country, killed feven hundred of them, took /hree hun- 
dred prifoners, whom he fold for (laves, and obliged the reft 
to quit their booty, and retire * (A). 

Thu 

4 Aur. vie. p. 211. Trbbil. Pollio. hift. trigint. lyrann. 
c. 9. p. 189. Prob. vit. p. 234. ' Zos. 1 . i. p. 640. * Vit. 

Aur. p. 2II. 


Licinius Valerius Valerianus (4). now for the firft time mentioned 
He married two wives, and had in hiltory, was bounded on the 
by the (irft, wbofe name is not north by the ocean f on the weft 
mentioned in hiftory, GaUienus, by the oqean and the river Rbaue 
who fucceeded him in the em- and on the fouth by the JVe/er : 
pire. By his fecond wife, named according to which deicription, 
by fome writers Mariniasta (5), ’ th|ty po£(lfn) the modern coun- 
be had Valerian, who was twice tries of Wefiphalia, Hejfe^ and 
conful, to wit, in 258. and 263. fome adjacent dates (8). They 
siidhonoured,either by his father, were a motley multitude, Con- 
or by his brother GalUgnus, with dfting of various German nations' 
the title of Cajdr (6). He had dwelBng beyond xht Rhine i who, 
other fons i for Galliksus is faid uniting in defenc* of their com- 
to have married his brother's mon liberty, took thence the 
fons, and tohavediJcd himfelf lizmt of Franks, the word/r/nri' 
tbe brother fif many princes (7). fignifying in thdr language, as it^ 
(A) Thecountxy of ihoFranh, dill does in ours, /rie (9). A.' 

(4) Onupb, in fajl, f* 26s. ^ ( sj Birng, p. \Sj. ( 6 ) VaL vit. p, 1 75, 

Coltn. p, 1 14. (7) Idem Hid* (8) Airitm^ VahJ* rert Franficar, 

Butb, p, 2C9. (9) Such, ibid. 
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The following year, Valerian being conful the third tiine,?^^^ Gcr- 
4 Uid Gallienus the fecond, a great vidi^ory was gained in Ger- mans de- 
many by the latter, who thereupon affumed the title of Ger-fiaitd hf 
ntanicut Maximus^ as appears from feveral medals of thisGallitnus;^ 
year * ; but what nation he overcame, ^ whether the Franks^ 
or the Alemarm^ who inhabited the countries lying between 
the Rhine^ the Maine^ and the Danube, hiftory does not 
in^m us. The next confuls were Maximus and Glabrio, 
during whole adminiftration Gallienus, with a body only of 
ten thoufand men, defeated, if Zonaras is to be credited, three 
hundred thoufand Alemanni in the neighbourhood of Milan } 
overcame the Heruli, a Gothj^ nation ; and with great fucccls 
made war upon t\\t^Prariks '** We wilh that writer had given 
us a' more diftind); acc 9 hnt of thefe mighty exploits. In GauJ, 
Pojihumius, a commander of great prowtls and experience, 
gained great advantages over feveral Ge^nan nations, who tiad 
invaded that province The following year, Vakrian hcin^ ^bt Cin* 
conful the fourth time, and Gallienus the third, a violcntV^^"'" 
perfecution broke out againft the Chriftians, Macrianus, 
celebrated magician of Egypt, having feduced the emperor, 
who had been hitherto a great patron of the Chriftiaii religion, 
by perfuading him, that the affairs of tlK empire would never 
profper, till the pagan rites were relfored, and tlie religion of 
the Chriftians, fo odious to the gods, utteily abolilhed. 'I'his 
perfecution, commonly reckoned the eighth, lalled three 
years 5 that js, from the prefent year 257. to the year 260, 
when Valerian was taken prifoncr by ih- Perfianu 

The fame year Aurelian being lent to fucceeu Vlpius Cri- 
nitus in the command of the troops in llJyrjrum and Thrace ^ 
drove Goths out of thofe provinas, took an incredible 
number pf them prifoners, and, puifuing them beyond xh^ defeated 
Danube, laid wafte their country, and returned to Mcefta by Aurc- 
loaded with booty*. At the fame time Prob?t^^ palling the liao, and 
Danube, made war with great fuccefs upon tlie isarmofinns the Sar- 
and ^adi^ and fefeued out ot the hands of il)c latter Valerius inatians 
Flaccus, a youth of a nobic defeent, and nearly related to^frohur. 

jr 

^ Bib AC. p. ;;67, & 371. ' Zon'\r.. vit. Gallien. p. 23^. 

^ Trebel. Pol. in vit, trigint. tyrann. * Aurci. vit 

p.213. 

mong them we find the follow* caufe they inhabited the country 
ing nations mentioned t to wit, formerly poffifl'ed by that nation, 
iyi!^A£iuarii,Cbama*vi, Bru^eri, which was ini'.rely cut off by 
Salii, Frifii, Cbauci, Amfivarii, Auguftus, as we have related in 
and Catti (1). The Franks are its proper place. 
femetiiMs c^led Sicambri, be- 

( 1 ) Aftrian, VaUJ, not. Gait. ^.«ox. £4 Buekrf* 

£e 4 
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the emperor,' who rewarded Pnbus with a civic crown ; 
which, in the times of the republic, was giv^m to fuch aa 
had faved the life of a citizen r. Abont me latter end of 
this year the emperor, leaving Romt fet out for the Eaft, to 
make head againft the Perjiam^ who had invaded Mefa^ta^ 
mia and Syria^ and committed dreadful ravages in thole pro- 
vinces. He reached Byzantium in the beginning of the fol- 
lowing year, when Marnmius Tufeus and Bajfus were confuls $ 
and there held a council, at which aififted all the chief offi- 
cers of the empire, to deliberate about the meafures to be 
Per- taken with refpedf to the Perjtan war ; for S^apor king of 
fians0vrr Perfta had already feized all Armenia ; made himfelf mafter 
run /eve ‘ of Nljihis and Charrha in Mifopoiamia ; and thence advancing 
ral pro- jnt(< Syria at the head of a migfity had ravaged that 

unnyes^ province, and taken Antioch itfelf. His guide in this expedi- 
tion was one CyrfWrr,^ defeended of an illuftrious family, but 
abandoned from his youth to all manner of wickednels ; in- 
fomuch that, not able to bear the reproaches and whol- 
fome admonitions of his father, he fled from home, and re- 
tired into Perjia^ carrying thither with him a great quantity 
of gold and filver, which he had purloined. There he entered 
into the fervice of the; Perftan king, flirred him qp to make 
war upon the Romans^ and ferved him as a guide, being well 
acquainted with the countries, in his marches through Mefo^ 
potamia, Armenia^ and Syria. Sapor ^ after he had taken and 
plundered Antioch^ returned into Perfia^ to difeharge his 
army of the irnmenfe booty, with which they were incum- 
bred ; and left Cyriades governor of the conquered countries, 
who thereupon affumed the title of Cafar^ and foon after that 
of Augvjius^ and was acknowleged as emperor by moft of the 
eaftern provinces 

^he Scy- At the fame time the Roraniy a Scythian nation, croffing the 
thians Euxine Tea, Airprifed and plundered the cities of Pytus in Bojpo- 
commit ruSy and Trapezus in Pontus ; and thence advancing to the 
great de- neighbourhood of Byzantiumy crofled over into AJioy and fur- 
vacations prifed the cities of Chalcedony Niceaay Apameay Prufoy and feveral 
in Afla. other places, which they plundered ; and then returned with an 
irnmenfe booty into their own country, before Valerian could 
come up with them The following year, when Secularis and 
■Bajfm were confuls, Valerian marched from Cappadocia y whi- 
ther he had purfued the Scythians y into Syrioy recovered Antioch^ 
and thence advanced into Mefopotamiay where he met Sapor ^ 
attacked him, but, by the treachery of MacriamSy who per- 
fuaded him to engage in a difadvantageous poft, loft the flow.er 
of his troops in the a^on, and was himfelf taken pri- 

^ Prob. vit. p. 234, 235. B Vit. tijgint. tyian. p.i85. 

» Zos. 1. i. p. £^8. 
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fQnerb« Thus Zoaar 4 S% Junlm Viffor^ ^utropjus^ and Jga» Valerian 
tbias ; l?ut Z^fimus writes, that Valerian having, after the defeated 
battle in which he was defeated, been prevailed upon to con- by tbeYtx- 
fer inperfon vnthSapor^ was by that treacherous prince feized, fians, and 
and carried into ferfia.^ Be that as it will, all authors agree, pri- 
that he was taken prifoner, carried in triumph by Sapor 
into Perjkty and there infultcd in a moft outrageous man- 
ner by that- haughty conqueror ; who, after having Oiewn 
him loaded with chains in all the chief cities of his empire, qJ p?'.- 
treated him with greater indignities than the meaneft flave, ^ri“ 
making him his fool-ftool whenever he mounted on horfe- o/Romc 
back c. He was taken the in year 260. the 70th of his age, 
and lixth of his rcisp, and /was ftill alive in the year 263. 
nay, the chronicle o 7 nilexamria tells us, that he did not die 
till tlw year 269. After his death, his body was flayed by 
Sapor*s orders, and prefer ved in fait ;*and his ikin drefled, 
dyed red, and expofed in a temple $ where, to the eternal 
ignominy of the Roman name, it was (hewj\ to all foreign 
princes and embaiTadors, as a lafting monument of the power 
of the Perjian monarch. Agathias writes, that Valerian was 
flayed aliye ^ ; but is therein contradidled by all the antient 
hiflorians (I^. • 

CHAP. XXIV. 

The Roman Hifiory, from the Captivity of Valerian te 
the Rejignation of Dioclefian. 

T*' H E news of the defeat of the Roman army by the Per- The em- 
Jiansj and the captivity of Valerian^ no fooner reached pire in- 
the l^rbarbus nations at war with Rome^ than they flew to *vaded on 
arms ; and, pouring on all fidcs incredible multitudes into the allfideshy 
Roman territories, threatened the empire, and Rome itfelf, harba- 
with utter deftrud^iom The Goths and Scythians ravaged 

^ ZoNAR. p. Z34. ViCT. cpit. Evtrop. fcft. Agath, J. iv, 
p. 153. ^ Euseb. orat. Conft. c. 24. Lact. perfecuc. c. 5. 

Oros. 1 . vii. c. 22. Vit. Valer. p. 175. ** Aoath. 1 . iv. p. 233. 

(B) We are told, that nothing foreign prinoes, nay, even thofe 
grieved the unhappy Valerian in whp had affifted Sapor in his wars 
ms deplorable condition fomueb, againfl the Romans^ did all chac 
as to. l^ himfelf intirely neg- lay in their power to prevail 
le£U4 by his fon Qallienus^ who upon him to^ grant the Rman 
was ip mr from preiling the Per- emperor his liberty i but the 
fan king to fet him at liberty, hau^ty Perfiem was, too much 
or offering to ranfom him* that, elated with, his fuccefs, to be 
OB the contrary, he expieffed no terrified with the menaces of his 
fmall joy when news was brought enemies, or to hearken to the 
him of his captivity, though moft intreades of his friends. 
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anew Pontus and AJia^ committing every-where dreadful de^ 
vacations : the Germans^ that is, the Alimanm\ and the Franii^ 
having over-run Rhaiia^ entered Ita/y itfelf, and advanced 
as hr as Ravenna^ putting ail to fire and fword : the ^uaii 
and Samuttians feized on great part of Dacia and Fanmnla\ 
and other barbarous nations, invading Spain ^ made themfelves 
mafters of Tarracoj and other important places in that pro* 
vince s, • Gallunus^ who was then in Gaul^ hearing that the 
Alemanni and Franks had entered Italy ^ and were advancing 
towards Rornty flew to the defence of the capital, and obliged 
the enemy to retire. Whether they were overcome in battle, 
as fome authors write, or marrhed back upon the news of 
his approach, as we read in others, is uncertain. The bar* 
barians, who had invaded Dacia and Pannonia^ were driven 
back by Regillianusy yvho commanded there, and who is faid 
to have gained feveral vi6lories over them in one day 

While Regillianus was employed agatnft the barbarianSy 
Ingcnuus whom he had purfued into Mcejia^ Ingenuus caufed himfelf to 
emufeshim- be proclaimed emperor in Pannoniay and was acknowleged 
/elf to be by the inhabitants both of that province, and of Mwfia\ for 
proclaimed he was a man of great valour and experience in war, and 
emperor, univerfally beloved both by the people and ^oldie^3^ Gallienus 
no fooner heard of his revolt, than he marched from the 
neighbourhood of Ravenna ^ where he then was, into Ilh^ 
rjeuftty engaged Ingenuus^ and put him to flight (A). The 
troops, who had formerly ferved under Inginuusy and the in* 

* Zos. 1 . i. p. 650. ^ Trig, tyrann. vit. p. 188. 

(A) Some authors write, that ** gainft me, and might have 
Jngtnuus was killed after the “ fallen in the fle|d : you muft 
battle by his own foldiers, while ** in every city deftroy all the 
others tell us, that he put an end ** males, old and young ; fpare 
|o his own life, to avoid, by that ** none who have wi(h^ ill to 
means, falling into the hands of ** me, none who have fpoken ill 
fo cruel an enemy as QalUenus ; ** of me, the Ton of Valerian^ 
who ufed his victory with a bar- ** the ikther and brother of 
barity hardly to be equaled, ** princes. Ingenuus emperor! 
commanding his foldiers to put Tear, kill, cut in pieces with- 
all the inhabitants of Mafia they ** out mercy : you underftand 
could meet with to the fword* ** me ; do then as you know I 
whether they had taken up arms would do, who have written to 
in favour of the ufurper, or no ; you with my own hand (i).'* 
as appears from i^e following Purfuant to thefe cruel orders, a 
letter, which he wrote to Versa- moil dreadful havock was nuide 
nus Celery one of his officers : of that unhappy people, and in 
I ihall not be fatisiied with feveral cities not one xnalechll^ ' 
your putting to death only left alive, 
fuch as have borne arms a- 
• (*} tyranny me, c. 3, 
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liahitanCi of nvho had efca{^ the general (laughter, 

provoked by there cruelties, proclaimed J^. Nonius Regillia- l^egjllia. 
nus emperor. He was a Dacian by nation, defcended, as cmpe* 
was fiid, from the celebrated king Decebalus^ whom Trajan 
had conquered \ and had, by feveral »llant adions, gained 
great reputation in the Roman armies (6). After he was pro- 
claimed emperor, he gained very confiderable advantages over 
the Sarmatians \ but was Toon murdered by his own Toldiers, He » mur^ 
and the people of Illyricum^ who had raifed him to the em- hy 
pire j but, not long after his afTumption, began to dread the^" 
efFe& of GaUienus*s cruelty. The Roxeikmi^ who ferved uj^- 
under him, revolted the nrff; and their example was (bon 
followed by the reflT c4 the army, and the people of Jllyri- 
cum Aurelius ViHor writes, that he was overcome in battle 
by Gallienus, • 

The fame year M. Cajfius Lahienus Pojlhumius revolted Poflhu^ 
in GauU He was meanly born, but endowed with extraor- mius re- 
dinary parts, and reckoned one of the beft commanders in in 
the whole empire. Valerian^ when he fet out for tiie Eaft, 
committed to his care both his Ton Gallienus^ and the troops 
that were in the weftern provinces;^ declaring, that he 
loved and efteemed Pejihumius above all the officers of his ar- 
my. When he appointed him governor of Gaul^ and com- 
mander of the troops on the Rhine^ he wrote, on that occa- 
iion, a letter to the inhabitants of GauU in which he exprefTcd 
his efteem for Pojlhumius in the following terms : You 
^ will, I hope, be convinced that I have a particular regard 
for you, unce I have fet over you fuch a man as Pojlhu- 
mius. He is one whom I efteem above the reft, and think ' 
the moft worthy of all to reprefent the prince. If I am 
deceived in the opinion I entertain of him, 1 will not pre- 
tend to know any man When Gallienus^ upon the 


• Trig, tyrann. vit. c. 9. p. 189. 

(B) who was afterwards 

emperor, wrote the following 
letj^r tfs him, congratulating him 
upon the vi^o^ he had gained 
over the ^Mdi and Sarmatians 
in Maejia ; “ Happy is the rc- 
*f pttb]ic*ui having at this time 
** reca a commander as you; 

** happy GalUonus^ though n,o 
H one darm fpcak truth to him, 
noV blame or commend men 
** ajccprding to their deferts. Bo- 
nifut and Celfits^ pyifo of the 
prince's lifeguardmen,' have 


^ Idem, c. 2. p. 1 85. 

given me an account of your 
gallant behaviour in the neigh* 
bonrhood of Scupi, where you 
gained feveral viflories over 
uie barbarians in one day. In 
antient times you would have 
been thought worthy of a tri- 
umph ; but at prefent I would 
have you to conquer with 
more caution, mindful of a 
certain perfon, to whom your 
vidlories may give umbrage. 
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ncMfS of his father’s captivity, «and the invafiOii of tho Frahk^ 
and Almanni^ fet out for Italyy he left hb ekleft fon Sa^ 
hninus^ named alfo Valerian^ then an infant, at Colo^e^ 
under the tuition, feme fay, of Pojihumiusy and othets^i of 
SylvavttSy ordering all things to be tranfafled in his |iaine» 
Soon after the emperor’s departure, Pojfmmitis having defeat* 
ed fome German nations, who had invaded Gaul, oylvanus 
obliged him to fend all the booty to him, and the young 
prince 3 which provoked the foldiery to fuch a degree, that 
they revolted, and proebimed P^humius emperor ; who, 
marching without lols of time to Cologne, befieged*the place, 
5^^ inhabitants to *fuch ftreights, that they were 
r AUieniM deliver up to him both Sylvamts and Saleninus, whom 

murdered, caufed to be immediately put to death (C). He reigned 
‘ feven years, daring nhich time he drove all the Germans out 
liims feveral forts in their country, reftored 

^frt Gaul tranquillity to that afilidled province, and ^verned 

from the equity and moderation, that he was univerfally 

Germans, honoured with the titles of The rejlorer of Gaul, 

* The defender of the empire 3 for, had he not repulfed the Ger^ 
mans, they would, }n tbo& diftradled times, have over-run^ 
ivith great cafe, the whole empire «. On feveral of his mo- 
dais mention is made of his vidories over the Germans, that 
is, according to Adrianus Valejius over the Franks ; and 
on fome he is fliled Germanicus Maximus g. He had by his 
wife Junta Donata, perhaps the daughter of Junius Donatus, 
who was governor of Rome in the year 257 • and this year con* 
ful, at leaft one fon, filled on the antient coins C, Jumus 
Cojfius Pojibumius. The emperor Valerian api;)oinm him 
tribune of a band or company of Vocontii, that is, of Daupbi^ 
mis. His father afterwards created him Ceejdr, took him for 
his partner in the empire, and honoured him with the tide of 
Auguftm \ He was thought to have equaled in eloquence 
^intilian, whom he fiudied to imitate ; whence his decla- 
mations were inferted among thofe of that excellent writer * ; 
and the nineteen declamations, which pafs under the name 

« Trig, tyrann. vit, c. 2. p. 185. Birac. p. 393. ^ Val. rer. 

franc. 1 . i. p. 6. s Birag. p. 394. Goltz. p. 116. ** Trig, 

tyran. vit. ibid. * Idem ibid. p. 186. 

{C)l^\ssZo/imu(2):h\sxTre- up the foldiers to murder him, 
helHus Pollio afcribes the revolt, and proclaim P^humius empe- 
and the death of the young ror (3), who was with g^t joy 
prince, to theG^e/r, who, hatme acknowl^ed, not only in Geml, 
Gallitnus^ and not able to brook but in Bfem and Britem (4). 

. the government of a child, fiirred 

(1) ZoJ, p, 6$ I. (3) 7 rig. tyrann. vit, e, z,p, i8s» (4) ClauJ, vie. 

p. Z04. Span, U ix. p. 84s* 

of 
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of ^ntilian^ but few not altogether worthy, of him, are 
by fome modern critics a(cril>ed to youog P^humus Gal-- 
iiinusj tho* greatly co(u:erned for the death of his fon, whom * 
bfi immediately caufed ito be ranked among the gods did not 
inarch in perfon ageini^ the ufur^r till fome years after. 

During thefe difturbanccs in the Weft, Sapor king of 
PorJiaj elated with his late fuccefi, over-ran moft of 
Eaftcrn provinces, laid wafte Mifipotamia^ and, entering ^ 

Syria^ took Antioch the third, or, at leaft, the fecond timci 
and leveled with the ground all the public buildings of that 
fiately metropolis. From Syria he led his army into Cilioia i 
took and plundered the city of Tarfits^ the capital of that 
province ; and, advancing from thence into Cappadocia^ made 
himfelf mafter of Cafana^ 2 \pd cut all the inhabitants, to the 
number of four hundiod thoufand, in pieces, for having op- 
pofed him under the condud of one bom^hones^ a man of 
great refolution and intrepidity, who, afftr the city was taken, 
opened himfelf a way, fword in handj through the midft of 
the enemy, and made his efcape Thus the Perjian over- 
man all the provinces of the £aft, commitUi^g every-where 
moft dreadful ravages (D). 

In the mean time, the Roman troopa, who had difperfed 
.^pn the i^ptivity of Valerian^ rall)ring, •cbofe for their leader 
Callijlusy or rather Balijia^ who had been captain of the 
giiacds to Valerian^ and was a man of great addre&, intre- 
pidity, and experience in war. He, without lofs of time, 
transported his forces in boats into Cilicia^ and obliged the 
Porjians to raife the fiege of Pompeiopolis^ a maritim city of 
that province, when it was upon the point of fubmitting. 

From Cilicia he flew with great celerity into Lycaonia^ and Balifta 
there made a dreadful havqck of the Perfians^ whom he found cuts many 
bulled in plundering the open places, and no-ways upon their pf them in 
giurd. He took from them all their booty and captives, made pieett^ 

R great many prifoners, and, among the reft, the wives of 
Sapor* From Lycaonia he retired with his booty and captives, 
before the Perfians could draw together their difperfed forces ; 
and, embarking his army on the velTels and boats he had 


^ Vide Voss. rhet. c. 15. p. 19s. ^ Biraq. p. 382. 

ZONAR. p. 234. 


(D) AgatUac tells us, ^at he 
filed ap deep .valleys with' dead 
bddim, and cook mide inpafihig 
over them on horfeback from one 
kill toanocher ( 5 ). To the cap- 
tivetf whom he was pleaied to 
fs) 4 iv. p. >34« 


fpare^ he allowed only what food 
was bai^y fof| 4 sDC to keep them 
alive, and ordered them to be 
driven once a day in herds to 
water like % many cattle ( 6 ). 


( 6 ) XeMf* p, 134 . 


a^em- 
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aflembled, landed fome of his men at Sehajie^ and others at 
Corycus^ two cities on the coaft of Cilicia^ and in both phces 
furprifed and cut in pieces above three thoufand Perpam 
Odenatus Balifla was well feconded in his attempts by OdenaM^ whofe 
9/ Palmy- name is famous in the hiftory of tbefe times, on account of 
n. the many vidories he gained over the Perfums^ and his ^ving 
the Roman empire in the £aft. All authors agree, that he 
was a native of Palmyra^ a city of Phoenicia^ about one day’ll 
journey from the Euphrates i but fome writers call faimr a 
citizen and decurio, while others ftile him prince of that 
place. Procopius gives him the title of prince of the Sara^ 
eens^ who dwelt in the neighbourhood of the Euphrates^ and 
were allies of the Romans ^ (^). As Palmyra was at this 
time a Roman colony r, Odenatus was .prince, not of that 
city, but probably of the Saracens^ who dwelt in that neigh* 
bouihood. As he had been accuftomed, from his infancy, to 
the manly exercifes of hunting, he bore with great cheaiful* 
nefs and alacriQr the toils of a military life 4 . Of hb wife 
Zenohia we ihall have occafion to fpeak hereafter. 

Odenatus was fcarce known till the captivity of Fak >^ 
riattf when, dreading the power of the Perjian monarch, as 
he lived in amity with the Romans^ he wrote to him a moft 
refpedful and fubmiiiive letter, proteiling, that hs had never 
borne arms again!!; the Perfians ; and at the fame time fent 
treated hy him feveral camels loaded with rich prefents. But Sapor^ 
Sapor. highly provoked at the arrc^ance of fuch an infignificanc {wr* 
ion, as he exprefTcd himfelf, in prefuming to write to him, 
tore his letter, ordered his prefents to be thrown into the 
river, and, with a threatening voice, told his embafTadors, 
that he would teach their mailer the refpcfl a man of his mean 
condition owed to his lord and fovereign ; that he would ex- 
terminate and utterly deftroy him, his whole family and 
country ; adding, that if he came and threw himfelf proftrate 
at hb feet, with his hands tied behind his back, he might per- 
haps, by that fubmiilion, atone in fome degree for his temerity 
and prefumption. Odenatus^ refenting, as it became a man 
of hb fpirit, this v3e treatment, fwore he would purfue the 
Perjians to the laft with fire and fword, and cither bring 
down the pride of their mighty monarch, or perilb in the 
attempt With this view, he immediately declared for the 

* ZOMAR. p. 382. SyNCELL. p. 235. • pROCOPvP* 97 * 

p NoRis.de epo^ Syromaced. p. 103. 0 Trig, tyrann. c. 14. 

p. 192. ' Petr. Patr. in excerpt, de legat. p. 29. 

(£) Zejtmut tells that lus of honour by the Roman empe- 
family had been lo^ before di- lors, and that he had troops of 
ilinguilhed with particular marks his own ( 7 ). 

(7) ZoJ. p. 651. 
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Itamans ; andj joining Balifia with all his forces, bore a great, Bi fidtt 
if not the chief, lharc in the above-mentioned exploits j for 
to him ireheliius PoHt$ aferibes the taking of Sapbr*s wives •. Romans, 
The Ptrfian^ greatly concerned for that lofs, and apprehend^ 
ing it might be attended with others ftill greater (for Odenatus 
and Balijht purfued him clofe), refolved to retire ; and ac- 
cordingly bent his march towards the Euphrates. But, as he 
Was marching through the province of Euphratefianay at & great ad- 
imall diftance from Palmyra^ OdenatuSy falling upon his rear, ^antag^ 
made a dreadful havock of them, and obliged the reft to re- 
pafs the Euphrates with great hurry and confufion. Many 
perifhed in the river ; and Sapor was glad to compound with 
the Roman garifon in Edejfa^ which city he had never been 
able to reduce, for |he liberty of returning into his own coun- 
try, by yielding to thShi all the Syrian money he had amafTed 
in the plunder of fo many cities ^ Zo^ras writes, that Ode^ 
natus found among the Perftan captives, and likewife among 
the dead, many women attired and armed like men u. 

After thefe vidlories, Odenatus aftumed the title of king Odenatus 
of Palmyray which he likewife gave to his cldeft fon Herody ajfmnestbe 
as he did that of queen to his wife Zenobta. GallienuSy to re- title of 
ward his eminent fervices, appointed him commander in chief ^ 
of all the Roman forces in the Eaft ; which trull he difeharged “imyra, 
with great fidality, and was attend^ with better fuccefs than 
any of the Roman generals. For the following year, 261. 
when Galltenus wasconful the fourth time with Petronius Vo- 
bijianusy OdenatuSy not fatisfied with having driven Sapor 
out of the Roman dominions, entered MefopotamiOy and there 
recovered the cities of Nifibis and Chams. From Mefopota- 
mia he advanced into the very heart of the Perjian domi- 
nions, being extremely defirous of crowning his other exploits 
with the deliverance of Valerian. Sapor met him at the 
head of a mighty army ; whereupon an engagement enfuing, 
the Perjiam were utterly defeated, and Sapory with his chil- Dtfeau 
dren, obliged to (belter themfeives within the walls of Ctefi- Sapor, W 
phony the metropolis of the Perjian dominions. Thither Ode- befieges 
natus purfued them, and laid clofe (iegc to the place, after C^iefiphoa 
having deftroyed with fire and fword the neighbouring country 
to a great diftance. The Perftan lords, abumed at the danger 
that threatened their prince and nation, armed all their 
vail'als, and dew from the moft diftant parts of the kingdom 
to Ct^hon. Many battles were fought upder the walls of 
that metropolis, which ferved only to increafe the number of 
Odenatus^ victories , many Perjians of great diftin6lion were 

• Trig. tyr. c. 14. p. 192. « Petr, Path, in excerpt; dc 

Icjpt. p. 25. ■ Zqmar* p. 235, 

7 taken 
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taken prifoncrs, and Tent by the conqueror to GalUenus^: S^9r 
on one fide, and the brave Odenatus on the other, exerted 
tlieir utmoft efforts, the fatter to deliver Valtrian^ apd the 
former to avoid the like dcx>m, which now threatened him 
But here TrebelUus Poilh, after having raifed our expedatioily 
drops at once both Odenatus^ and the fiege of Cufipbon > and^ 
giving himfelf no farther trouble about either, leaves us quite 
in the dark, as to the ifiue of fo glorious and important an 
undertaking. The reader may thence judge of his abilities in 
the capacity of an hiilorian. All we know for certain b, 
that ^apor was not taken, nor Valerian refeued from hb cruel 
bondage. Some writers feem to infinuate, that the revolt of 
Matrianui^ which, according to moft hifiorians, happened 
this year, obliged Odenatm to raife the fim of Ctefiphm, 

The rife of M AckiANUs was of a mean defeent*^ but had, by hb cou* 
Macria- yagg and experience in war, raifed himfelf from the low 
fiation of a common ‘rbldier to the higheft polls in the army* 
He was exceeding rich, and had married a lady of great di* 
ilindlion, by whom he had two Tons, Macrianus and ^ietus^ 
who had been raifed to the rank of tribunes by VflUrian^ and 
were efleemed two of the beft officers of the whole army 
The father is ftiled, by Dionyjius of Alexandria^ the chief of 
the Egyptian magicians y $ whence we conclude Ivm to have 
been by nation an Egyptian^ and greatly addided to the 
fiudy of magic. As the abominable myfleries of that art were 
abhorred, and dcfervedly cenfured, by the Chrifiians, 
crianus thence became their implacable enemy, and infpired 
Valerian^ with whom he bore great fway, with an irrecon- 
cilcable hatred to them ; which occafioned the eighdi perfecu- 
tion, as we have hinted above Some authors write, that, 
abufing the confidence Valerian repofed in him, he betrayed 
that prince to the Perjians * ; but others clear him from that 
imputation. Be that as it will, about a year after the capti- 


vity of the unhappy emperor, he revolted from his fon ; and. 
He is pro- having gained over Balifla^ was by his means acknowlegcd 
claimed emperor by moft of the troops, who had ferved under Vale^ 
emperor, rian^ but defpifed Gallicnus, He immediately took his two 
Year of fgns for his partners in the empire, and appointed Balijia hb 
the flood cj^ptain of the guards (F). 

Macri. 

Of Chrift 


261, ^ Vit. Gall. p. 179. Zos. p. 651. » Gall, vit- p^. 

Of Rome Trig, tyrann. c. 13 . ^ Euseb. 1 . vii. C. 10. • Idto 

1009. ibid. * TVig. tyraim. p. 174. 




(F) Trihelliui Pollio^ of all 
writers the leaft exact, to fay no 
more, does not inform usin wh^t 


country Macrianus was created 
emperor, nor where, or how loqg, 
he reigned i and, as to the oth^ 
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Mac&ianus no fooner &w.bimfelf inv^iled with the fo- 
vereienty, than be inarched with all the forces he could af- 
fembw into the Eafty fays Pollh^ that is, as we conjecture, 
from Egypt into Syria* He engaged ftveral times, and de- 
feated the Perjians \ but looked upon JP. Valerius Valens as a 
far more formidable cncmy^ Valens had been fent by Galiie- 
nus into Jehaia^ or Greece^ with the title of proconful ; but, 
hearing there, that Macrianus had been proclaimed emperor, 
he afTumed the fame title. Hereupon Macrianus imnacdiately 
detached Pifo-i with a competent force, to fupprefs this new 
ufurper. But Pifo^ finding hini upon his guard, and ready 
to receive him, retired, into Theffaly^ and there aflumed the 
title of emperor, with the fi^rname of TheJJalrcus^ as appears 
from his medals ^But hc^did not long enjoy that empty 
and feducing title, being foon after murdered by feme foldiers 
feat by Valens for that purpofe. Valens hmifelf was /lain a 
few days after by his own men ; and Kis death, as well as 
that of his rival, was known at Rome before the twenty-fifth 
of June Pifoy who was defeended from one of the moil 
antient and illuilrious families of Rome^ was univerfally la- 


^ Birag. p. 388. 


hifloi'ians, Zonaras is the only 
OM among them that takes any 
notice at of him. That wri- 
ter tells u% that the inhabitants 
of Afia received him with extra- 
ordinary marks of joy (8). Dio- 
nyfius of Alexandria gives us room 
to think, that he was acknow- 
leged in Egypt ; and that his and 
his Ton's reign ended before the 
nmth year of Galiienus^ that is, 
before the Auguft of the year 262 
(9). During his ufurpation hap- 
pened, in all likelihood, at Alex- 
aadriay the dillurbances deferibed 
by that writer, who was bifhop 
of the place. Fury and difeord, 
fays he, raged there to fuch a 
degree, that it was more eafy to 
pafs froQ the Eaft to the remoteft 
provinces of the Weft, than from 
one place of Alexandria to an- 
other : the inhabitants had no 
inteicourfe but by letters, which. 


(S) Zanar,p, 236, 
(2)' Idem tbid, 

VoL. XV. 


(9) Eufib, 


Trig, tyrann. p. 194, 195. 

) 

with great difKculty, were con- 
veyed from one friend to another : 
it was more dangerous to crofs 
the ftreet, than the moil tem- 
peduous Teas, the moll dry and 
inhofpitaUe deferts : the port re- 
fembied the ihore of the Red fea 
ftrewn with the carcafes of the 
drowned Egyptians ; the fea was 
dyed with blood, and the Nile 
choaked up with dead bodies (i). 
The war was attended with a 
general famine, and the famine 
by a dreadful plague, which daily 
fweptofT great numbers of people, 
iofomuch that there were then 
in Alexandria fewer inhabitants 
from the age of fourteen to chat 
of eighty, than there nfed to be 
from forty to feventy (2). Of 
fuch perfons a jegilter, it ieems, 
was kept s and a certain quantity 
of corn diftributk among them. 

/. vii. r. 23. (0 fdwB ibid, c. xx. 
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mentcd there on account of the merits of his anceflors^ as 
well as his own. He had been highly efteemed by the 
emperors, nay, by Valens himfclf, who, upon bearing the 
news of his death, account^ faid he, Jhall I give to the 

gods^ the infernal judges^ of the death f Pifo ? The Roman 
*[be cha- grnptre has not a per f on equal to Pifo. IJpon the news of his 
rafter of jt-ath, it was moved in the fenate, that divine honours might 
be decreed to him, as to a lawful prince ; nay, fome writers 
tell us, that he was a£lually ranked among the gods with this 
remarkable elogium. That there never was a better man^ nor a 
man of more firmnefs and corfkmcy^ However that be, he was 
decreed a flatue with a triumphal chariot : the flatue was ilill 
to be feen in the time of Conjiani'ine but the chariot had 
been taken down, to make room for the famous baths of Dio* 
clefian^ and was never after fet up agiin 
Aurcolus About the fime^imc that Macrianm ufurped the empire 
made enf Jj, the Kaff, Mamus Acilius Jureohs was forced by the army, 
perar in ^viiich he commanded in Illyricum^ to take upon him the fo- 
Illyricuixj. vereignty ; ior the foldiers cvery-where abhorred Gallienusy 
and would only obey emperors fet up by themfelves, Aureolus 
from Jllyricum maichcd into Italy y and made himfelf matter 
of Milan «. Gallicnusy after various unfuccefsful attempts to 
fuppiefs him, was in the end obliged to come to* an accom- 
modation with him, and accept of his alliftancc againft Pojl* 
humiusy as we fliall relate hereafter. He was, according to 
ZonaraSy a native of Daciay of a mean defeent, and in his 
youth a ihepherd ; but, litting himfelf afterwards in the army, 
he was foon raifed from the rank of a common foldier to the 
command of a body of hotfe. He dittinguifhed himfclf in a 
very eminent manner under Gallienusy in the battle againtt: 
Ingenuus \ for fome authors afenbe to him the whole glory 
Bitbyma that vidlory ^ This year, 261. the Scythians breaking anew 
plundered into Bithyniay laid watte the whole country a fecond time, 
by the leveled with the ground feveral cities, plundered Nicomediay 
Scythians, and returned unmolciled into their own country with a great 
booty, and many captives g. At the fame time, that no part 
of the empire, might be exempt from fome fignal calamity, 
the ifland of Sicilyy lefs expofed than other countries to the 
ravages of the barbarians, was miferably harafled by a band 
of robbers, who, roving up and down, committed dreadful 
devattations, and kindled a kind of fervile war, which was 
not fuppreiled without much ditticulty and bloodlhed 

Thb fdlowing year, Gallienus being conful the fifth time 
with Faujiianusy the empire was in many places afRidted by 

^ Trig. tyr. vit. c. 20. p. 194. ^Idem, c. 10. p. rS9. 

VicT. epdt. ^ ZoNAR. p. 235. « Gall. vit. p. 177. 

^ Idem ibid. 
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Other calamities) beiid^ the wars aifd commotions we have 
mentioned. The fun was overcaft v'ith thick clouds, and ^he empire 
a great darkncfs continued for feveral days together, attended aMUled 
with a violent earthquake, and dreadful claps of thunder, not « 
in the air, but in the bowels of the earth, which opened in 
many places, and fwallowed up great numbeis of people, 
their habitations. The fea, fwclling beyond meafure, broke 
in upon the continent, and drowned whole cities. The plague f**®^^^**^" 
raged with great violence in Greece^ and efpecialiy ac 

Roms^ where it fwept off, for fome time, five thoufand peifons 
a day. The books of the Sibyls were confuted, public proceflions 
ordained, facrificcs offered to 'Jupiter the author of healthy See, 
but all to no purpofe ; n^y, to their other calamities were 
added the incurlions of Goths in great fwarms into Greece^ 
and of the Scyihianf into Afea, The former, having made AVty jV- 
thcnifclves mafters of Thrace ^ over-r.gi ail MuCrdon^ and laid ruptions of 
fiege to Thejfalonica^ the capital of that province, which Scy- 
threw Greece into the utmoft conffej nation : trt ops were Chians,* 
difpatchcd to guard the fti eights of Thermopylae fo famous in 
liifiory j the Athenians rebuilt their walls, which had lain in 
ruins ever fince the time of Sylla ; the inhabitants of Pcio- 
ponnefvs (hut up the ifthmus from fea to fea ; new levies were 
made \ the troops quartered in that province drawn together, 

Csfr. But, in the mean time, Macrianus arriving in Guecc 
on his march into Italy ^ fell upon the barbarians while they 
were attempting to enter Achaia^ put them to flight, and 
obliged them to retire into their own country, whither they 
carried, however, great part of their booty *, At the fame 
time the Seythians^ that is, another party of Goths^ crofling 
the Hellefpont under the condu£f of one Ralpa^ committed 
dreadful ravages in Afa^ burnt feveral cities there, and plun- 
dered the celebrated temple of Diana at EphefuSy fo much der the 
refpe6fed by the pagans, and fo famous for its rich ornaments, temple of' 
and immenfe wealth Thus was the deftru(£lion of the Diana at 
moft iJluftribus monuments of paganifm begun by the Goths ^ Ephefus. 
who were themfelves pagans ; and fliall fee them in the 
two following centuries complete what they now begin. In 
this irruption they ruined the city of Chalcedon ; deftroyod 
the poor remains of antient ^rcy^ and the famous lliu??i j 
and, repafling ihe Hellefpont ^ laid waftc all Ihrace^ and re- 
turn^ed to thei^ own country with an immenfe booty ^ 

In the mean time Macrianus, having fettled the afEiirs 
Syria, left there his younger fon f^uieius, with Balijla^ 
guard that province againii the Pirfans s and fet out lor 

* Gall. vit. p, 177. ** Idem, p. 177, 178. Jokkanc. 

rer. Goth. c. 20. ^ Jornand. ibid. 

F f 2 Ita'.i, 



43^ 

9 


Macrianus 
arrdif bit 
elieft fon 
defeated ^ 
and killed 
by Aureo- 
las. 


Balifta 
ajfumes the 
tit leaf etU’ 
peror^ 

Year of 
the flood 
2700. 
Of Chnft 
262. 

Of Rome 
i 0 1 o. 

eind like- 
n^lje fL- 

Diilianus. 


^ht Roman Hifiery. B. Ill* 

Italy y with his cldcft foD Macrianus^ at the head of forty-five 
thouiand men, to try his fortune againll Aureolus in lllyricum^ 
and Gallienus at Rome, He was met by the forces of the 
former, either in Illyricum^ or on the borders of Thrace i 
whereupon a battle enfued, in which Macrianus and his fon 
being killed, therr whole army fubmitted to Aureolus^ and 
were incorporated in his troops The news of their defeat 
and death were no fooner heard in the £afi, than mod: cities 
there revolted from Rictus ^ who thereupon {hut himfelf up 
with Balijia in the city of Emefay whither Aureolusy to com- 
plete his vi(£lory, fent ruflians to difpatch him. But, before 
their arrival, Odenatus had befiegcd the place ; which fo ter- 
rified the inhabitants, and the garifbn, that they killed 
etusy threw his head over the walls, and then fubmitted to 
Odenatus, J\dacrianus and his children being thus cut off, 
Gallienus was acknowleged anew in Egypt and Syria ; for 
Odenatus y tho’ mader*‘of almofi all the Eafiern provinces, 
a 61 cd, or at leaft pretended to a£l, in his name He had 
no fooner withdrawn his troops from before Enufoy than Ba- 
lijlay whom he had fpared on account of his advifing the in- 
habitants to murder ^ietusy aiTumed the tide of emperor, 
and put fuch numbers of the citizens of Emejd to the fword, 
n ) doubt for rcfufing to acknowlege him, that the unhappy 
city was almofl turned into a defert o. We fliall have occa- 
fioii to ^eak of him hereafter ; for he feems to have reigned 
at Emrfa three years. 

About the fame time IF.milianuSy filled on the antient 
medals Tiberius Cfjilus Alexander A^milianus n, commander 
of tl.e legions in Egypt y took upon him the title of emperor, 
hoping, by thus openly icvidting from GallienuSy who was 
no leii> abhorred in Egytiy than in the other provinces, to 
appeafe tlic populace of Alexandria y who had rifen upon a very 
trifling occalion, and invellcd the houfe where Mmilianus 
lodgjcl, ihrcatenmg him with prefen t de^th. He no fooner 
proclaimed hinifeir emperor, in oppofition to GallienuSy than 
the rage ut the incenfed multitude aiTwaged, and the whole 
city of AlexandriOy with loud acclamations, acknowleged him 
fn their lovcieign. He immediately feized all the corn in 
the public granaries, and, by that means, occafioned a famine 
i;! fcveral provinces. He vifited in perfon the moil diftant 
p^.rts of Egypt y redrefl'ed many grievances, repul fed with 
great vigour the neighbouring barbarians (which procured- him 
ilie name of Alexander )y and waspreparing for an expedition 

^ ZoNAR. p. 236. Trig, tyran. c. to. Gall. vit. p. 176, 
n Gall. vit. p. 179. Trig, tyran. c. 14. • Gall. vit. p. 176. 

p Golt 2. p. 115. 

into 
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into India^ ivhen the troops fent againft him Gallitmu ar- 
rive in Eg^pt % as we Oi^l relate hereafter. This year Gal- Gallienus 
lienus^ agreeing with Aureolus^ marched into Gaul with him makis^ar 
and Claudius^ who fucceeded him in the empire, to make Poft- 
war ix^Ti PoJihumiuSy who had reigned three years undifturbed. humiiis m 
As Pojibumtus was greatly beloved, and vigoroufly fupported 
by the Gauh^ the war lafted fome years, Gallienus was de- 
feated in the firft general engagement of this yea/, and Pojl- 
humius in the fecond, after having loft the flower of hts troops. 

But Aure'olus^ who was fcnt to purfufe him, having AifFered 
him to efcape, when he might have eafily taken him, he 
levied new forces, and began the war with frefh vigour 

Gallienus, however, •quitting Gaul the following year, 
when Albinus and Dfxier were confuls, returned to Rome^ 
and from thence haftened into the where he wreaked B/- 
his rage on the city of Byzantium ; but, upon what provo- zantines 
cation, Trehellius Pollio^ who deferibes the miferable condi-^J^'^^'" 
tion to which that place was reduced, has not thought proper .. ^ 
to acquaint us. All we know is, that Gallienus^ as foon as 
he appeared before it, loft all hopes of ever being able to 
mafter it ; but, being neverthelefs admitted, the day after his 
arrival, wfthin the gates, upon terms, without any regard to 
the agreement, he caufed the garifon, and all the inhabitants, 
to be put to the fword, Not one perfon, fays Trehellius Pollioy 
was left alive in the place ® (G). From Byzantium Gallic- 
nus returned to Rome^ where he celebrated the tenth year of 
his reign with extraordinary pomp, and a kind of triumph, 
in which were led mock-captives, dreffed like Gothsy Sarma- 
tiansj Franks^ and Perjians, f)uring this (hew, fome perfons 
of humour, mixing with thofe who perfonated the Perjiam^ 
viewed with great attention their faces, examined their drefs, 
and feemed to betray great furprize. Being in the end alked, 
what they wanted, TFe are lookings faid they, for the empe- 
ror's father \ which fo incenfed Gallienus^ that he commanded 
them immediately to be burnt alive 

This year a new tyrant ftarted up, by name P. Sempra- haturni- 

nius Saturninus, He was a man of great parts, and renowned 

for his vidories over the barbarians. Hiftory docs not inform ‘ 

' title of em- 

^ T^rig. tyr. c. 2i. *■ Gall. vit. p. 178. Zon. p. 236. • 

» Gall, vit. p. 178, 179, * Ibid. p. 179., 

( G ) Vorhurgius aferibes this into the Baft, on parpofe to re- 
(laughter to the foldiers of Gal- venge the flaughter of the By- 
Henus ; and pretends, that the zantines, and punilh the cruelty 
emperor left Gaul^ and haftened of the foldiers (3). 

( 3 ) V9rb, bifi, Jtm, Germanic, f. S39* 
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ftnr, andas where, or bow long, he reigned ; but only tells us, that 
ij murder- he performed great things while he was emperor, and was, 
ed by bis on'account of his feverity, put to death by the fame fordiers, 
foldiirs. who had raifed hiin to the empire. When he was firft pro- 
Year of claime.d emperor by the troops under his command, he tol 4 
the flood them, that they haalojl a good captain^ andmqdea bad prince 
Towards the end of the year, Theodotu^^ a native of Egypt^ 
Of Chnft jjifpatchcd by Gallicnus againft Msnilifinus^ who reigned in 
o/r country, overcame him in a pitched battle, took him 

loi prifoner, and fent him to Rome ; where he was, by the em- 
peror’s order, ftranglcd in prifon, according to the antien^ 
iEmilia- cuftom of putting captive prince^ to death. The emperor, 
DUS de- 10 reward Iheodotus^ defigncd to ..make E^ypt a proconfular 
feated^ province, and lionour him with that pfoconfulfhip ; but was 
taken^ diverted from it by the^priefts alleging a predi< 5 lion, which had 
JirangUd, prevailed even in Cicero* s time \ to wit, that Egypt would re- 
cover its antient liberty, when the fafccs appeared there 
The fafccs were carried, as is well known, before the pro- 
Bruchium confuls. At this lime happened, as we conjefture, the fiegc 
bejieged of Bruchium^ dtferibed by Eufehius ; Mmilianus himfelf, or 
md taken, hjg partifans, having probably taken flielter there after the 
battle (IT). l"his yeaV the Scythians made a nev. irruption' 
into J/ia ; but were, with great (laughter, driven back into 
their own country by the Reman forces quartered in that pro- 
vince 

'Fhe next confuls were GaUiems the fixth time, and &?- 
Gallicnus turninus. I his year Gallienus^ by the advice of his brother 
declares Ealcrian^ and his kinfman LucUhiSy to reward the brave Odf- 
Odenatus status for the many vi£l:orics he had gained over the Perfians.^ 
hispartner took him for his partner in the empire, honoured him with 
in the cm- the titles of Cafar, Azigujhts^ and emperor, and all the enfigns 
pir:. of fovereignty, and cauled money to be coined with his name, 

^ Trig. tyr. vit. c. 22. p. 196. Ibid. c. 21. p. igj. 

Gall. vit. p. 178. 


{li; Bruchiittn^ or, as F.iffebius 
lilies It, Pyruchium^ was a quaf- 
■fcr of the city of Alexandria 
near the fca, on the fide of the 
Pharos, and, as it were, the cita- 
del of that metro pbl lb. There 
*lood the royal palace, the place 
where the Egyprjcn fenate or 
council met, the public grana- 
r:es, the inufeum, and the cele- 


brated library of the Egyptian 
kings, containing once feven hun- 
dred thoufand volumes, of which 
four hundred thoufandwerc burnt 
in 'Julius Cajar'*^ time. The Ro- 
man army, under the command 
of Fheodotus, having taken the 
refl of the city, laid iiege to this 
quarter, and in the end reduced 
it by famine (4). 


i4' Eiiph, lii. f. 31. p. 285. 


on 
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on which he was reprefented leading the Perfw>is captive. 

I'he title of Augujia was given to his wife, and that of Cafar 
to his children y. This adfion of Galiienus was highly ap- 
plauded by the fenate, by the people of Rcrns^ and the whuie 
empire ; for to his valour was intirely owing the preferva- 
tion of the Eaftern provinces, over run and forcly harafled by 
the Perftans, This year, 264. Baltjia^ who had held fonic Balifta 
provinces in the Eaft ever fmce the death of Alacrianus, anti murdend. 
his children, was at laft killed, according to the moft prjbable 
opinion, by a foldier fent by Odemtus for that purijofc 
Galiienus^ in the fpring of this year, left Rme^ and marched Galiienus 
a fecond time in perfon againft Pqfthumius^ wlio ltd) resgrjicd goes int 6 
in Gaul. At his a[>proach, ^ojihumius withdrew into a Itrong* Ciaul. 
hold, which the empt^or immediately invefted ; but foon after 
raifed the fit'ge, having received a wound in the back with an 
arrow, while he was viewing the walls* ( 1 ). However, Pojl- 
humlus ftill maintained himfelf in poil'eilion of great part of 
that country ; and this year, being hard prefl'ed by Galiienus^ 
he chofe for his collegue M. Aurelius Piauv^nius Viflorinus.^ Pufth.i- 
as he ftibd on the antient coins, of whom we read the fol- 
lowing chara£ler in Julius Aterianus^ a writer of thofe times ; V^Hori- 
No one, in our opinion, ought to be prefeneJ to Vu^orlnus^ v\nbfoT ^is 
who reigned fome time in Gaul : he equaled Trujan m h\tV partner. 
very, ^rittioninus in clemency, Nerva in gravity, Vefpafian in 
managing the public money, and Pertimv and Severus in his 
career the military difeipline : but his unbridled hitt drowned 
all his good qualities, and caff fuch a blemifh upon his repu- 
tation,. that no one dares to record the virtues of a man, wiium 
all own to have deferved the doom, which, in the end, over- 
took him Of this doom we (hall fpcak in its proper place. 

The next year, Valerian^ the emperor’s brother, and Ifau- 
Lucillus^ his kinfman, being confuls, the Ifaurians.^ revolting rians r§- 
in Afia Minors chofe for their leader C. Aunius Trebelliatms^ •volt. 
who took upon him the title of Augujlns^ caufed ni )nc\ to br‘ 
coined with his name, and reigned fome time in Ifaiiria and 
Cilicia ; but was in the end drawn by Caujijolcusy the brother 
of TheodotuSy from among the rocks and mountains, where 
he had taken refuge, into a plain, and there defeated and 

y Gall. vit. p. 179. Goltz. p. 115. * Trig, tyrann. 

vit. t. 17. p. 193. ^ • Gall, vit. p. 177. ** Trig, ty ran. * 

c. 5, p. 186, 187. • 

(I) On feveral medals of this he is (filed the reftorer of that 
year, notice is taken of a victory province (5). 
gamed by Galiienus in Gauly and 

( 5 ) Btrag.f, 376 . 377 - 

F (4 
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killed. The Ifaurians ranked him after his death among the 
gods ; and, refuflng to fuboiit to GallUnus^ whofe cruelty 
they dreaded, maintained themfelves a free people in the very 
heart of the Roman empire, at Jeaft till the time of the cm* 
peror Conjlaniine^ and committed dreadful ravages in Afia 
Minor and Syria c. While Gauly PoniuSy Thtacty and Itly-- 
ricuniy were held either by a domeftic or foreign enemy, 
Africa top had its tyrant ; to wit, T. Cornelius CelfuSy fet 
up by Vibius Pafftenus^ proconful of Africuy and Fahtus Pom^ 
ponianus^ who commanded.on the frontiers of Libya, He was 
but a tribune, and led at that time a retired life in the coun- 
try. A lady, by name Gallicnay nearly related to the em- 
peror, bore a great fhare in this revolt. Celfus was a man of 
great integrity, and worthy of the ra.ik* to which he was 
raifcd i but'he held it a'ihort time, being killed the feventh 
day after his eleefiion. The inhabitants of Siccoy who had 
Continued faithful to GallienuSy threw his body to the dogs, 
and cruvified him in effigy, which, as our hiftorian obferves, 
had never been pradiifcd before Among the other misfor- 
tunes of this unhappy reign, we may reckon the lofs of all 
the conquefis of Trajany that is, of the whole province of 
Dacia, feized by the C othsy and other northern nations ; and 
the dreadful ravages committed by the Franks in Spain (K). 

The following year, Gallienus being conful the feventh 
time, with Sabinillusy the brave OdenatuSy entering the Per- 
fian ttiritorics, put all there to fire and fword, overcame 
Sapor in fevcral battles, hefiegcd a fecond time, and, accord- 
ing to Syncellusy made himfeJf mailer of Ctefiphon, But, in 
the mean time, the Goths entering Afia by the Euxine fea, 
over-ran Lydia y Bithyniay Phrygiuy ^IroaSy Cappadocia y and 
Galaiiay laying wafle the country, plundering the towns, 
and cairying offi an immenfe booty, and an incredible number 

Trig, tyrann. c. 25. p. 198, ** Ibid. c. 28. p. 198. 

(K) Vi^or is of opinion, that by flora), plundered, and almoft 
tht'y entered that province on utterly deflroyed, the city of ?ar- 
the fide of Gaul (6) i but Adri~ raco, which, for the fpacc of an 
anus V alefius proves, from the hundred and fifty years, bore the 
panegyric of Naxarius on Con- marks of what it fuflered at this 
that they conveyed them- time (8). Some of the Franks 
felves thither by fea (7). Be that from Spain crolTed over 
as it will, all authors agree, that ca (q) : but \vhat was the iflue 
they entered Spain, ravaged the of that rafli undertaking, we are 
country fax and wide, and took no where told. 

(6) Aar, Vifl. in Gall. ^7) VaJ. rer, Franele. 1. i. p. 4, (8) Orop» 

/. vii. /I. 223. Hier, ebron* 'Rutrop, Viit^ ^9) ViSt, ^ VaU p, 5. 

. of 
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of captives *. The next year, Paternus ^znd Arcefilau$ being 
confuU, Odenatus^ leaving Cteftphoriy haftened back to the 
relief of Afta \ but the Goths^ not thinking it advifcable to 
wait his arrival, reimbarked at Heracha in Pontus^ and re- 
turned home, loaded with booty. Many of them, however, 
were drowned, being ovactaken in the Euxhe Tea by the 
Roman fleet. All authors agree, that Odenatus was killed Hehmur- 
about this time ; but differ both as to the place and manner 
of his death (L). He had begun, as appears from Tome Y^ear of 
medals % the fourth year of his reign. He left behind him 
three fons by Zenobia^ Herennianus^ Timolausj and Vahalathy 
or, as he (tiled on fome medals, Hermias Vhaballat g. As ^ 55 ™ 
they were very young at ttfc time of their father’s death, o/Rom« 
Zenohia governed in* their name with the title of queen of the 
Eajl ; arrayed them with purple robes, and other enfigns of 
the imperial dignity ; and, in that atffre, prefented them, His nvi/e 
after the death of their father, to the armies, and the aflem- Zenobia 
blies of the people It is uncertain whether they were put governs in 
to death by Aurelian^ or died before ^ From their the name 

it appears, that Herennianus reigned at leaft two years, 77 - of her 
molaus three, and Vhaballat feven Zenobia did not, it children, 
feems, trea^jl in the footfleps of her hufband, and keep up, 
as he had done, a good underflanding with GalUmui, For 
we find, that Heradianus^ whom the emperor, upon the 
news of the death of Odenatus^ had fent into the Eafl: to 

« Gall. vjt. p. 179. ^ Goltz, p. 115. ^ Idem, 

p. 1 16, Birag. p. 386. Trig, tyrann. c. z6. p. 192. 

^ Ibid. ** Goltz. p. 1 16. 

(L) According to Syncellus, he his elded fbn Herod, by a former 
was killed at Heradea ( 1 ) ; ac- wife, to the children he had by 
cording to 2xEmefa{z], her (4). It is certain, that 

Trebellius PoJlio writes, that he rod was killed with his father, 
was murdered by one Maonius^ who, according to feme writers, 
his coufin, who was proclaimed had taken him for his partner, 
emperor in his room, but foon Such was the end of Odenatus^ 
after put to death. Syncellus a- defervedly ranked by hiflorians 
feribes his death to another Ode- among the greateft princes that 
natus, who was himfelf mur- ever reigned in the Raft. God, 
deredby the guards (3). Some {zyfTrehellius Pollio, was angry 
writers^fuppofe Zenobia herfelf with the Romeos, fince he took 
to have aflilled the confpirators Valerian from and did not 

underhand, being provoked a- long preferve Odenatus {5). 
gainft her huiband for preferring 

(T) Syneelf.f. 382. (a) Zof. p, 651. Trig, tyr, c, H, 16. (3) SynccL 

p. 382. ( 4 ) Tr/jf. tyrann. e, l6./. 193. fs) Rid, c. 14 p. 19a. 

make 
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make War upon the Perftnns^ was this very year defeated by 
Zenobia^ and obliged to return to Rome, 

.Towards the end of the year, one L. JElianus 
the title of emperor at Mentz \ but was foon overcome by 
Pojihumius^ who reduced the rebellious city, but would not 
give it up to be plundered by his foldiers ; who thereupon mu- 
Pofthu- tinied, and, tranfported with rage, murdered their brave 
miusm«r> leader, with young Pofthumius^ his fon. Trebclltus Pollh 
tiered in afcribes his death to LollianuSy who had revolted from him, 
Gaul, and and caufed himfclf to be' proclaimed emperor. Lollianus^ 
Lollianus antient coins Spurius Seratlius LolUanus was 

declared meanly bom i but had raifed hin\fclf in the army by his gallant 

emperor, conduct. He reigned in that par^ of Gaul which bordered on 

Rhine ^'*vi\v\e^tSiorinus^ vA\om P^lhumius had taken for 
his partner, held the^ reff. But he did not long enjoy the 
fovercignty, being murdered, on account of his feverity, by 
his own foldiers, Itirred up by Fi^forinus^ who, upon his death, 
Viflori- became foie matter of all Gaul % but was foon after mortally 

nus and wounded at Cologne^ by one whofe wife he had debauched. 

bis fon Before he died, he named his fon L, Aurelius ViSlorinus his 
murdered, fucceflbr, tlio* then an infant. But the Gauls^ not able to 
brook the government of a child, muideied him,*^ and fet up 
Marius Aurelius Marins^ originally an armourer, 

declared ^ valour, and extraordinary ttrength. He 

emperor^ was killed the third day of his reign by a foldicr, who had 
andmur- formerly worked under him. The afTallin ran him through 
deredi and with his fword, telling him, that it was of his own making 
Tetricus Upon his death, the troops in Gaul proclaimed P, Pivejus 
raifed to or Pefuvius Tetricus emperor. He was a Roman fenator, had 
the empire been conful, and was at this time governor of Aquitaine, He 
:n his acknowlegtd in Spain and Britain^ as well as in Gaul^ 

rccK. and held ihofe provinces with the title of emperor till the 
fourth year of Aureltans reign, when he was taken and led 
in triumph by that prince •>, as we fliall relate hereafter. He 
immediately conferred the title of Cerfar upon his fon C, Pa-* 
cuvius Pivejus Tetricus ^ who was then but an infant. All 
thefe ufurpers in GVy«/, to wit, Pojihumius^ Lollianus y Vi^o^ 
rinusy Mariusy and Tetricusy were let up by VUlorinay or 
•Victoria y the mother of FiSlorinusy who had a great interett 
in Gauly and bore an irreconcilcable hatred to Gallienus, She 
was honoured, [yobably by her fon Vi^forinusy with tfie titles 
of Auguftay and The mother of the armies. As (he was a 
woman of mafculine courage, and pofTetted of immenfe wealth, 
v/hich ihe liberally diftributed among the foldiers, (be gave 

^ Goltz, p- 1 17. *“ Trig, tyrann. c. 7. p. 187. ** Idem 

Ibid, c, 23. p. 196. 

the 
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the empire of Gaul to whom ihe pleafed, and bore under 
all the ufurpcrs, who were but her creatures, an abfolutc 
fway. She died during the ufurpation of Teiricus ; but whe- 
ther a natural or violent death, is uncertain j for Tome writers 
feem to infinuatT} that file was privately diipatched by his 
orders 

The fame year the Scythians ^ that is, the Goths ^ ravaged The irrup- 
anew the provinces of Afui^ Eithynia^ Pontus^ and Cappadocia,, timspftbo 
and thence carried back with them an immenfe booty ; while (jroths, 
the Heruli, • paffing fronj the Palus Maotis into the Euxine *he 
fea with five hundred vcflcls, landed at Byzantium^ and CAry- Hcruli : 
fopolis, now Scutari^ under t|ie conduct of one Naulobat. At 
the latter place they .were attacked" and defeated by Veneria* 
mSf who was himfclf "killed in the engagement. Notwith- 
ftanding their defeat, inttead of returning to their own coun- 
try, they crofled the Bofporus ; and, Itecring their courfe 
towards Cyzicusy furprifed and plundered that great and wealthy 
city, with part of AJia^ and the iflands of Lemnos and Scyres 
in the Archipelago. Then they failed towards Greece ; and, 
landing there, befiegcd and burnt Athens^ Corinthy Sparta^ 
and ArgeSy and laid wafic all Achaia ; but were in the end 
attacked and defeated with great (laughter by the Athenians y 
under the condu£l of Dexippus the hiflorian. However, in 
their retreat, they committed dreadful devaftations in Bceotiay 
Acarnaniay EpiruSy and Thrace p. GallienuSy who was juft 
then returned from Gauly where he had been making war 
upon Lollianusy leaving Aureolas at 'Milany battened into //- 
lyricum ; and, coming unexpectedly upon the barbarians there, 
gave them a total overthrow. Naulobaty their leader, was 
obliged to yield himfelf to the emperor’s mercy, who treated 
him with great humanity ; and, to gain the afteCtions of the 
barbarians, even honoured him either with the confulihip, or 
the confular ornaments q. jJurelius Vithry Eutropius, St. 

Jeromy Orofius^ and TrebcUius PoUioy fpeak of a great victory 
gained by Gallienns in lllyricuin over the Goths, meaning, no 
doubt, the Heruli ; for all the northern nations are, by fome 
writers, (tiled Goths, by others Scythians, After this viCtory, 

Callicnus haftened back to Italy, leaving Marctanus in lllyri^ 
cum, to purfue the war with the Heruli ; which he did with 
no lefs courage than fuccefs, cutting o(F great numbers of 
them,'*and obligmg the reft to quit their bo^ty, and abandon 
the Roman dommions ^ 

The revolt of Aureolus was what obliged Gallienus to re- 
turn in great hafte to Italy, Fur Aureolus, not fatisfied with 

® Trig, tyrann. c. 30. p. 300. v Gall. vit. p. 184. Syn- 
CELL. p. 382. Zos. p. 651. ** Gall. vit. p. 1 81. Synccl. 

ibid. ^ Claud, vit. p. 208. Gall. vit. ibid. 


the 
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the power which he already enjoyed, tpok advants^e of GaU 
Itenus*s abfence, to march with all the troQps under Ms com* 
mand towards Rome, with a defign to depofe GalUenus^ and 
caufe himfelf to be proclaimed foie exnpeiror $ for fome writers 
tell us, that Galtienus had already taken him for his partnv 
in the empire ; while others ftile him only the emperor’s ge- 
ITtfr he- nerah Gallienus^ hearing of his march, and fufpeAing his 
defign, left Illyrieum^ and, reaching Italy in a few days, came 
^ r ^ up with him, defeated him in a pitched battle, and obliged 
y Gal- jQ (hejjgf himfelf within the walls of Milan j which city 
lenus. Gallienus immediately invefted* This happened in the begin- 
ning of the year 260. the fifteemh of Gallienus^s reign, when 
Paternus was conful the fecond lime ^itli Marinianus *. All 
Gallienus authors agtee, that Gallienus was killed during this fiege ; but 
murdered ; differ both as to the manner and authors of his death. The 
Year of moft probable opinion is, that Marcianmsj who was returned 
the flood from Illyricum^ HeraclianuSj and CecropSy a native of ildira- 
c\fr a commander of the Dalmatian cavalry, no longer 

able to bear his tyrannical government, confpired againft him, 
Of^Rom alarming the camp in the dead of the night, as if Jure- 
10,5"^* were Tallying ou** with all his forces, killed^ him in the 
dark, with his fon Gallienus^ and his two brothers, Valerian 
and Egnatius. The foldiers, hearing the emperor was dead, 
and furpe£^:ing he had been murdered, began to mutiny; but 
Marcianus diflributing large Turns among them, twenty pieces 
of gold a man (for Gallienus always carried immenfe trea- 
furcs with him), the mutiny was appeafed, and the whole 
army declared Gallienus a tyrant, and took the ufual oaths to 
Claudius^ whom the confpirators propofed to them, as the 
befi qualified man in the whole empire, to Tuftain the name 
and dignity of a Roman emperor Such was the end of 
Gallienus^ in the thirty- fifth year of his age, according to the 
moil probable opinion, after he had reigned fifteen years, 
Teven before, and eight after, the captivity of his father Va-- 
hrian, 

mndmofiof The fenate declared him a public enemy, ordered moft of 
bis mini- his friends, miniflers, and relations, to be thrown down head- 
fers and long from the Tarpeian rock, and caufed his name to be erafed 
friends Out of all public infcriptions. He was one of the moft wicked 
condemned princes mentioned in hiftory, and is faid to have equaled Nero 
by the fe- in cruelty, and Hdiogabalus in lewdnefs. He pafTed his whole 
time in the company of the moft infamous proftitutes in Rome^ 
and, laying afide all care and thought of the public, fuffered 
the Roman dominions to be over-run by the barbarians, and 
the empire to be rent in pieces by the many ufurpers who 

* Gall. vit. p. 181. < Ibid. 

ftarted 
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fhrted up in his time, fteving no more concern for the lofs 
of a province, to ufc the expreffion of Trebeltius Pollio^ than 
for that of an old garment. He exerted his cruelty chiefly 
againft the foldiers, of whom he is faid to have fometimes 
ordered three or four thoufand to be put to death in one day. 

He excluded aU fenators from military employments, and 
would not even fuffer any of that illuftrious body to appear 
in the camp, or among the foldiers. Notwithftanding all his 
vices, he was a great encourager of learning, being himfelf 
well verfed in all the branches of polite literature, efpecially 
in oratory and poetry. HJs hiftorian tells us, that, on occa- 
fion of the marriage of his brother’s fon, he made an extem- 
porary epithalamlum, which far excelled thofe that were writ- 
ten at Ae fame tiix\e, after *many days fiudy, by the bell: 

Gmk and Latin poets then in Rome ^ After bis death, Clau^ 
dius caufed him, thou^ univerfally abhorred borh ^y the Gallienus 
fenate and people, to be deified with t^e ufual ceremonies, gentrally 
His body was, in all likelihood, conveyed by Claudius ' b or- 
der to Rome ; for Ammianus Marccllinus fpeaks of his tomb butdeijied. 
on the Appian way, about nine miles from the city Of 
the few writers, who flourifhed under him, we lhall fpeak in 
our note (M). 

• •As 

® Gall. vit. p. 280. Ammian. p. 472. 


(M) Palfurius Sura wrote the 
hiltory of the reign of Gallienus 
(6 ) ; and this is all we know of 
him. Ctelefitnus^ and M<ro?iius 
Aftyanax^ quoted by feme of the 
Augujiine writers, are equally 
unknown. They all flourifhed 
under Gallienus ; for of the 
tranfa£tions of his reign they 
fpeak, as of things happening in 
their time (7). Vojjius ranks 
them among ihe Latin hiflorians 
(8}. Suidas mentions one Epbo- 
rus of Cumdf who wrote the 
hiflory of Galenus, or rather, as 
others read, Gallienus^ in twenty- 
feven books {9). Vojpus places 
him atnong the Greek hiflorians, 
and ukes him to have been a 
native of Cuma in AJia ( i ). He 


wrote other hiflories ; but none 
of them have reached us (2}. 
Trcbellius Pallia quotes a paflage 
out of one Julius Aterianus, much 
to the credit and reputation of 
Pibiarinus, who ufurped the em- 
pire in Gaul { 3 ). The fame 
writer quotes another paflage out 
of one Gallus Antipater, who 
wrote tlie hiflory of Aureolus^ 
and probably of the other ty- 
rants : but he feems to have en- 
tertained a very bad opinion of 
him ; for he calls him a fiame ta 
honours^ and the dif grace of hijio- 
Hans, though the paifage he 
quotes, does not, in our opinion, 
deferve fuch a fcverc cenfure (4). 
Under GallieniA flouriflicd hke- 
wife LupercUi of Berytus, a celc- 


jf6) Gall, vit, p, 183. (j) yaler.vit,p, J75, Trtg. tyrann. c . it. p, 190. 

(%) VoJJ', hift.Lat. p, i8z. (^) Suid. p, llil. (1) Vojf. ksfi, Gtac, 
I, ii. f. j6. p. 240. (2) Idim, /. i. c, 7, p. 37. (j) Tr.’iint. tyrann. 

c. p. 187. (4^ Claud, vit, p. 2->3. 
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As foon as the tumult, occafibned by the death of ^Hh 
Claudius liemtSy was appeafed, the foldkrs, with loud acdamatiOHS, 
proclaimed proclaimed Qlaudius emperor. The news of what had hap- 
emperor. pencd at Milan reaching Rome on the twenty-fourth of 
Marchy the fenate immediately afTembled ; and the letter 
which Claudius wrote to them being publicly read, they una- 
nimouily confirmed the eled^ion of the army, proclaimed 
Claudius emperor, and heaped upon him all the honours which 
had ever been conferred upon any prince, repeating forty 
times. That they had always wijhea ta have Claudius, or fuch 
His ex- a per Jon as Claudius, for emperor *. He was a native of //- 
trailio^ tyricumy born, according to fome, in Dardaniay according 
andpre- to Others, in Dalmatia. Of bis father and anceftors 7re^ 
ferments, hellius Pollto owns that he knows but very little, though, 
after his acceflion to the empire, fome flattering gcnealogifts 
pretended to derive his pedigree from Dardanus and the Trs- 
jans y. On moft medals he is ftilcd Af. Aurelius Claudius *• 
He had no children, but two brothers, ^intiltusy who fuc- 
ceeded him, and CrifpuSy the father of Claudidy who married 
Eutropiusy and had by him Conjiantiusy the father of Conjlan^ 
tine the Great. The name of Conjiantine was, it feems, 
peculiar to the family of Claudius ; for one of his fiflers was 
called Conjiantinay a name hitherto never mentioned in hi- 
ilory. 7'he prefent emperor is, by all writers, eVen by Zs- 
ftmusy an avowed enemy to Conjlantiney extolled as one of 
the beft princes that ever fwayed a feeptre, He was highly 
efteemed by the emperor Valeriany who firft gave him the 
command of the fifth legion, and afterwards, at the requeft 
of the fenatc, appointed him general of all the troops , in 
lllyricumy which comprehended Thrace^ MoefiUy Dalmatia^ 
Pannoniay and Daeia. The fame emperor designed to raife 
him to the confuKhip, and give him the command of the 
praetorian guards. GalUenus flood in great awe of him ; and, 
being informed that Claudius difapproved of his condu61, 
he did all that lay in his power to attach him to his interefl, 
fent him rich prefents, and wrote to one Venujiusy his par- 
ticular friend, charging him, by all means, to gain Claudius^ 
and remove from him all jealoufies and furpiclons a. In his 
letter he Ailed Claudius his friend and kinfman. Claudius at- 
tended him in his wars againfl Pojlhumius in Gauly and the 

* Claud, vit. {p. 203. y Idem, p. 206 . * Goxtz. 

p. 1 ry. Birag. p. 402. * Claud, vit. p. 2oy. 

brated grammarian, who Wrote was, in many things, preferred 
Ibveral grammatical pieces, and to Herodian (f). 

{$) Suid, p. 58, Vojf. ifip, Groee* I, u, t€, p, 240# 
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tierttR ra Illyricum •, and was fentby him, after the revolt of 
jhinobis^ to .dtfend the city of Ttamth or Pavia. But, in 
the mean time, Gailienus being killed, he was, tijough, ac- 
cording to fome writers, not privy to the confpiracy, pro- 
claimed emperor K 

His elcdiion was no fooncr confirmed by the fenate, than Aurcolus 
he attacked Aureolus^ encamped at a fmall difiance from Alt- defeated 
lan^ utterly defeated the troops under his command, and took and killed. 
the ufurper himfelf prifoner. He defigned to grant him.his 
life ; but the foldicrs killed him without his orders (N). Affcr 
the death of Aurcolus^ the troops that had ferved under him 
acknowleged Claudius^ who, without lofs of time, led them 
and the reft of his army agajpft the Germans y who had broken 
into Italy y and were advance as far as the lake Benacusy now 
Lago dt Garda y n&tV'erona. There the emperor defeated Ger- 
them in a pitched battle, cut incredibly numbers of them in nians V^- 
pieces, obliged thofe, who outlived the general (laughter, h 

fave themfelvcs by a precipitate flight into their own country, 
and, returning to Romey where he was received with the 
greateft demonftrations of joy imaginable, pafled the rem lin- 
ing part of the year in fettltng affairs there ; which he did 
with great prudence and juftice, redref^ng all grievances, and 
fupprefling^the many abufes and diforders which had prevailed 
ill the late reign. 

In the beginning of the following year he entered upon his 
(econd confulfiiip, having Paternus for his collegue ; and foon Hr marcl^- 
after fet out from Rome to make head againfi the Goths, and « again ft 
other northern nations, who,* to the number of three hundred Gcil.r, 
and twenty thoufand fighting men, befides women, fervant?, 
and children, had invaded the dominions, and com- 

mitted every- where moll dreadful ravages, layingivafte who!'; • 
provinces, burning cities, and putting all to fire and fword. 

The emperor came up with them, as they were retiring, 

Ibaded with booty, through Upper Mcefia. 

As he was upon the point of engaging them, be wrote 
with his own hand the following letter to the fenate ; I am, 

confeript fathers, in fight of the enemy, and ready to cn- 

Claud, vit. p. 203. 

(N^ The emperor raifeA mo- which, from his name, he called 
nametit to his memory, caufed Font Awreoliy^l he bridge o/* Au- 
his body to be honourably in- reolus ; whence the prefent vd- 
terred, and ordered a bridge to lage of Pontiroh on the Adda^ 
be built over the Adda, at the between Milan and Bergamuy in 
place where he had been killed ; all likelihood, tockitb Qainc y,6). 

tytan, c. ic, p. igo. 

gage 
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** gage them : they are three hundred and twenty tbpnfii^ 
** urong. If I overcome them, you will not, I hope»^|i^ 
ungrateful. IF I (hould .not be attended with fucceilay . 
. you will remember, that 1 hght after the reign of GalUt^ 
nus. The whole empire is quite fpent and exhaudicd, 
partly by him, and partly by the many tyrants, who, during 
his reign, ufurped the fovereignty, and laid wafle our pro^ 
** vinces. We want even (hields, fwords, and. fpears. . The 
provinces of Gaul and Spain^ the main ftrength of the 
** empire, are in the hands of Tetricus, pur archers, to our 
great fliame, are with-held From us by Zenobia* Whatever, 
therefore, we perform fuccefsfuily in our prefent circum- 
ftances, mult accounted great.” But, notwithftanding 
thefe difadvantages, Claudius advanced boldly againft the bar- 
mnd gains barian6,> ^nd, after a long and obftinatt dil]pute, gained one of 
a memora- the grcateit vidories mentioned in hiftory ; for no fewer than 
hh *vi£lory three hundred ihoufahd of the enemy were killed or taken 
avirthem. prifoners. The emperor himfelf gave the following account 
of this memorable victory, in a letter, which he wrote after 
the battle to 'Junius BrocchuSy governor of Illyricum : ** Wc 
have utterly defeated an army of three hundred and twen- 
ty thoufand Gothsy and deflroyed their fleet, confifting of 
“ two thoufand fail. ^The fields and Ihoresare co.’cred with 
fwords, ihiclds, and dead bodies. We have taken fuch 
numbers of captives, that, not to mention the men, two 
or three women will fall to the (hare of each foldier in our 
vi^orious army Among the prifoners were many 
princes, and perfons of great diftlnAion. All the provinces 
of the empire were fllJed with captives, who were employed 
to till the ground ; and every city could Ihew you, fays Pollio^ 
glorious monuments of the fortune and courage of the brave 
and invincible Claudius For this vj<Story the eAperor took 
the furname of Gothicus *. 

While Claudius was thus employed againft the barbarians^ 
Zenobia Zembiay having overcome Probus y who commanded fome troops 
reduces jn Egypt, reduced that province, and, after a long ficge, took, 
figype- and utterly deflroyed, Bruchiuniy the citadel of Alexandria^ 
Probus, finding he could not, by any other means, efcape 
falling into the hands of the vi£lorious queen, difpatched him- 
- fell with his own fword ^ The following year, when An- 
tlechianus and Orphitus were confub^ the emperor, having 
nothing to fear from the barbarians, refolved to march againft 
Zenobia, who held ail the provinces in the Fail ; but was 
prevented* by a violent plague which broke out in his army, 

« Claud, vit. p. 204. ** Ibid. ^ Goltz. p. ii8. 

f Zos. p. 654, 655. 

8 and 



ind, nude a dreadfurhavock of bis men. The empmr him- 7 J^e death 
fetf^aS) in the end^ feized» and c^ried ofF by the ragii^g dii^ ^ CLiu- 
temper at Sirmtum in Pannonia^ Jk the fifty-fixth year of his dius. 
age, after he had reigned, according to the moft probable Year of 
opinion^ two years, and one month i. In him centred, fays 
Trebillius Pollio^ the moderation of Augujius^ the valour "of 
Trajan^ the piety of Antoninus^ and all the virtues of the good thrift 
princes who had reigned before himh. He may be truly faid 
tohave re-eftabliflied, during his (hort, but glorious reign, the '* 
tottering empire, and to have reftored it to its former luftre. 

The fenafe not only beftowed divine honours upon him after Extraor- 
his death, but hung up in the place where they afiemblcd, a eimary ho- 
fliield of gold, on which was ingraved his image. 7 'his nours con- 
ihield was ftill to be/een in Ac reign of Conjiantine the Great, ferredon 
The people erefted toTiim at t^eir own expence-two ftatues, htm hj the 
one of gold ten feet high, which they j^aced by that of 'Ju- jenate and 
piter in the capitol, and another of filver in the forum, weigh- people of 
ing fifteen hundred pounds, and reprefenting the emperor in I^ome. 
his triumphal robes ^ (O). 

Upon the death of ClauditiSy the fenate and people of Hii hro- 
Rome proclaimed his brother ^intillus emperor, who was 
then at Aqutleiay in which city he was^murderecl by his fol- tillus/)re- 
diers, afters fhort reign of feventeen days, for attempting to 
reftore, with too much feverity, the difcipline of the primitive * 

times. Thus Trebellius Pollto But Zojimus and Zonaras 
tell us, that ^intiUuSy bt^im^Aurelian had been acknow- 
leged emperor by the army in ranmniay and finding his own 
troops ready to revolt, by the advice of his friends, caufed 
his veins to be opened, and, by that means, put an end to his 
life and reign. Moft writers fpeak of him as one in every 
xefpe <51 equal to his brother. Upon his death the fenate rea- Aurelian 
dily confirm^ the elediion of Aurelian, and honoured him raijed to 
with the title of Augujius, He was, according to moft wri- the empire, 
ters, a native of Sirmium in Pannonia, of a mean defeent. His ex- 
but univerfally admired on account of his extraordinary traition 
ftrength and courage. He had diftinguifhed himfelf in a very andpre- 
eminent manner under the emperors Valerian, Gallienus, and ferments. 

K Zos. p. 654. Eusbb. chron. p. 138. Gruter. p. 276. 

Claud, vit. p. 203. * Ibid. p. 208. ^ Ibid. p. zo6. 

^ Zos. p. 654. eo ZoNAR. p. 239. 

(O) Claudius, and not Gallie- fumed on his iliedals the titles of 
nus, as Spanhemius pretends (7), high pontif, and tribune of the 
was the laft emperor, who af- people 

(7) Spanb. /. viii. p. 699. fS ) BIrag. p, 4011 Noris, ds Licinii r.ummo, 

€, 3 ./>. 49 * 
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Claudius f in their wars with the barbarians, of whom ja 
iTaid to have killed with his own hand forty-eight in one^n- 
gagement, and in feveraliothers nine hundred and fifty i 
* whence fongs were made upon his exploits, and fung publicly 
by the youth on feftival days. As there were two Aurelians 
at the fame time in the army, and both tribunesi the foldiers 
ufed to diftinguiih the prefent Aurelian with the furname of 
Mam ad ferrmn^ that is. Hand to the /word \ fo ready was 
he oh all occafions to draw his fword, and encounter the 
enemy”. He was a moft ftiict obferver of the military difci- 
pline, and ufed to punifh with the utmoft feverity the leafi: 
neglect of duty, and the leafi injury offered by his foldiers to any 
of the inhabitants of the provinces, through which he marched. 
He was, when proclaimed emperor, commander in chief of 
the cavalry, to which poft hp had raifSd himfelf from the low 
fiation of a common fold ier ®. From Sirmium^ where he was 
faluted emperor by the whole army, after the death of Clau^ 
dius^ he haffened to Rome^ and was received there, both by 
the fenate and people, with extraordinary demonftrations of 
joy j but before he could fettle affairs in the metropolis of 
the empire, he was obliged to return in great hafte to Pan- 
noniay the Goths^ nptwithfianding their late moft dreadful 
overthrow, having anew broken into that province. Aurelian 
engaged them, and the battle lafied, without any confidera- 
ble advant^ on either fide, till night, when the enemy re- 
paffed the uanuhe^ and the next day fent embaffadors to fue 
Concludes peace ; which Aurelian readily granted them, being in- 
a peace formed, that the Alemanni^ the Juthonga^ whofe country 
with the bordered upon Rha:tia^ and the Marcomanni^ threaten^ to 
Goths. invade Italy itfelf, and were committing dreadful ravages and 
devaftations in fcveral parts. 

He defeats AcAiNbT them therefore Aurelian led the flower of his 
federal army, and, meeting them in Vindelicia^ which comprehended 
German all, the prefent Bavaria^ and great part of Suevia^ he put 
nations ; them to flight, and defiroyed vaft numbers of them, as they 
attempted to pafs the Danube, Hereupon they fent embaf- 
fjdors to the emperor, offering to renew their antient alliance 
with Rosne^ provided they were allowed to return unmo- 
lefied into their own country > for Aurelian had cut off their 
retreat, and detached part of his army to guard the banks of 
the Danube, The emperor, elated with his vidbjry, would 
hearken to no [erms ; which threw the enemy into the ut- 
who ne^ moft defpair. After various confultations and debates among 
vertbelefs themfelves, they rcfolved at length to enter Jtaly^ fince they 
/*»/«italy, could not return to their own country; and accordingly. 


^ Aurel. vlt. p. 210, 211, 


finding 
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filling the pafla unguarded (for AurtUm apprehended no 
attanpt of that nature), they advanced, before the emperof 
came up with them, as far as Fhcentia, There Aurdian , . 

attacked them ; but, after having loft moft of his troops, was 
put to flight, and utterly defeated. The barbarians, elated f 
with fo fignd a vidlory, purfued their march, not doubt- 
ing but they ftiould be able to take Reme itfelf, as the Gauls 
had formerly done. But, in the mean time, Aurdian^ having 
rallied his difperfed troops, and reinforced them with the le- 
gions quartered in lllyricum^ came unexpectedly upon the 
enemy in the neighbourhood of Fanum Fortumg^ now Fano^ hutan ^ «» 
and gave them a dreadful overthrow. Such of them as efca- tbeenJ^ all 
ped from this firft battle, were flain in two others, one of cut off'. 
which was fought near Flacintia^ and the other in the plains 
of Tidnuuu Thus vAs the whole multitude cut off to a 
man p (P). ^ 

While the emperor was preparing to return to Romey 
news were brought him, that the Vandals had palTed the 
nub£y under the conduCl of two of their kings, and feveral 
other princes. This obliged him to haften to the defence of 
the threatened provinces. The Vandals retired upon his ap- 
proach y the emperor, however, purfued and overtook them 
before the)^reacbed the Danube, cut great numbers of them Tbe Van- 
in pieces, and obliged the left to fue for peace j which he dais de^ 
readily granted them, upon their delivering to him as hoftages 
the fons of their two kings, and feveral ocher perfons of great 
diftinCfior. He incoiporated two thoufand of their beft men 
in his army, and ordered the reft to be fupplied with provifions 
at the public expence, till they reached the Danube Aure* 

Han, having thus happily ended the wars with the Gothsy 
Germans, and Vandals, returned to Rome, and, in the be- 
ginning of the following year, entered upon his firft conful- 
fhip, having for his coliegue Numerius Ctionim Virius Bajflts. 

As feveral difturbances had happened in Rome during his ab- 
fence, he punifhcdtthe authors of them with great feverity, 
and fuch too as were accufed of having blamed his conduCt in 
the German war, ^rebellius Pollh tells us, that though be 
was, in other refpeCfs, an excellent prince, he often fuf- 
fered his paftion to get the better of his reafon, and punifhed, 
with excelfive rigour, faults which an humane prince would 
have overlooked. He put feveral lenators to death, upon the 

P Aurel. vit. p. 215, 216. Dexipp. Icgat. p. 7 ii- 

^ Dexipp. legat. p. 12. 

(P) To this day is -to be fecn by the inhabitants in memory of 
at Pefaroy a city about five miles the victory gained there by Aurt- 
from Fanoy a monument crcCled Itan over the Get mam (9). 

Gruter, p. X76. 
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Aafelian (^pofitibn of a Tingle witnefs ; and often gave ear to the 
ejrangts cufations of perfons, who (i^Terved no credit ; which miMi 
tbs minds lelTened the reputation he^^had gained by his exploits in 
of theft- the field, and efiranged from him the minds both of the fc- 
nate and ^ate and people » (Q^). This year, with the confent and ap- 
probation of the fenate, he undertook the repairing the walls 
ytth of the city, which he likewife extended ; fo that they were 
fevertty, compafs ■. This great work was not ac- 

compliflied till the latter end of the reign of Probus *. 

The following year, -when ^ietus and Voldumianus were 
confuls, Aurelian^ having fettled affairs in Pannonia^ Italy ^ 
He and at Rome^ left the city anew, and fet out for the Eaft, 

marches to make war upon the celebrated Zenohia^ who, to the great 

againfi difgrace of the empire, had held, for feyqrd years, moft of the 
Zenobia. caftern provinces. This queen, one of the moft illuftrious 

I women mentioned in ihiftory, is ftiled on feveral medals Septi* 

the flood Zenobia ** ; whence fomc writers conclude her to Jiave 
l^p'®*.-been allied to the family of the emperor SepUmius Severus. 

Chrilt pretended to derive her pedigree from the Cleophtra's and 
Of^Rome family was reckoned one of the 

1020 confpicuous in the Eaft. She was well verfed in all the 

branches of polite literature, underftood thoroughly the Egy^ 
Her ex- pti^^y Greeks and Latin languages, and, in the khowlege of 
tra&ion^ hiflory, fcxcelled moft men of her time. She is even faid to have 
eonduB, compiled an abridgment of t\\t Egyptian and Oriental hifto- 
and admi- rians, which was in great requeft among the learned St. 
nifration, Athanafius writes, that fhe profeffed the jewijh religion and 
is therein followed by Abulfarajius r. She married the cele- 
brated Odenatus^ prince of Palmyra^ and afterwards partner 
in the empire with GalUenus. She had great (hare in the 
many fignal vi<ftories gained by her hufband over the PerJianSy 
and is faid to have been no lefs courageous than that brave 
commander, and equally experienced in military affairs. Upon 
his death, (he arrayed her three fons, Herennianusy Timolaus^ 
and VhahaUat^ in purple, caufed them to be acknowleged by 
all the eaftern provinces as joint emperors of Romey and obli- 

*■ Aurel. vit. p. 1 16. • Aur. Vict, cpit. Aurel. vit. p. 216, 

* Zds. p. 655. “ Birac. p. 385. Spanh. p. 937. Aur, 

vit, p. 21-9. Athak. folit. p. 857. r Abul. p. 81. 

(Q) The emperor Julian any pretence to condemn the 
charges him with having put rich, being in great want of mo- 
many perfons to death unjuil- ney to carry on the war, and 
ly ( I ] ; and Ammianus Marcelli- pay his troops (2). 
nits writes, that he was glad of 

( \) Julian, Ctf/.p. i6. (8) Ammian, /. xxx. p, 431* 
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^ them to conform to the Roman cufiohis, and uf^of the 
Greeks which was fpcfken by otiber eaftern princes, but the 
Latin tongue. As they were under age, fhe governed in their 
name, with the title of queen of the Eajiy for the fpace of 
five, or, as others will have it, fix years, difcharging each 
duty of an excellent prince, and experienced commander, 
with all the prudence and intrepidity of a man. She (hewed 
great wifdom in her counfels, was fteady in her refolutions, 
kind and generous to perfons of merit, but inexorable when 
feverity was judged necefiary. She lived with all the gran- 
deur of a queen, imitating the pomp and magnificence of 
the Perfian monarchs, and caufing ail thofe who approached 
her to fall profi;rate*before f^r, after the manner of the Per^ 

Jian court. She ofteft appeared at the head of her, troops, 
armed with an helmet, and arrayed v^th the imperial robes, 
harangued them, and marched with them ^veral miles on foot, 
ufing an horfe, and fometimes a chariot, when the marches 
were long, but feldom a litter. In imitation of the Roman 
' emperors, (he gave magnificent entertainments, not ferupling, 

W thefe occafions, to drink plentifully with the officers of her 
army, and the Perfian and Armenian embafladors, though 
otherwife ^ery fober and temperate * 

In the reign of Gallienus^ (he defeated Heraclianus^ as we hler ex» 
have related above ; and, by his overthrow, remained in peace- plaits. 
able pofieffion of all Syria and Mefopotamia^ to which fhe 
added Egypt ^ while Claudius was taken up with the Gothic 
war. Not fatisfied with thefe acquifitions, in the reign of 
Aurdian^ (he feized on great part of Afia^ and attempted to 
reduce Bithynia *. Aurclianj defirous to put an end to her 
ufurpation, ordered all his forces to afTcmble in Illyricum j and, 
fetting out from Rome early in the fpring of this year, 272. 
bent his march through Thrace^ where he engaged, and put 
to flight, feveral barbarous nations, who had made irruptions 
into that province. He even pafied the Danube^ and in an Aureltati 
engagement with Caunahaudy a Gothic prince, (lew him, and defeats the 
five thoufand of his men \ Having thus defeated the Goths y Goth^, 
he purfiied his march to Byzantium^ and, croffing the Befporusy 
entered BithymUy which was held hy Zenobhy according x^oneofijeir 
Vopifeusy but immediately fubmitted. From Bithynia - 

advanced into Cappadociay where the inhabitants of Tyana 
ihut their gates againfi him ; which fo ^iiccnfed Aureliarty 
that he fwore he would not leave a dog alive in the place. 

His foldiers attacked it with great fury ; but were, in their 
repeated aiTaults, repulfed with confiderable lofs by the in* 

* Trigint. tyran, c. 29. p. 198- • Zos. 655. ^ Aur. 

vit. p. 216, 
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liabkaii^j till ons them, by name Hereetammut, betmy^ 
'cd his country and fellow-ci^zens to the enemy (R). 

From Tyana Aurelian led his army ftrait to Animh^ de- 
feated the troops of Zenehia in the neighbourhood of ^hat 
city, and entered, as it were, in triumph, the metropolis of 
Syria, Thii viftory, however, coft him dear ; for the Ptf/- 
myrenians (fo the troops of Zgnobia are ftiled by hiftorians) 
fought with incredible bravery, and the Romans owed the vifto- 
ry rather to art than valour ; for, obferving the enemy’s cavahy 
heavily armed, they betook themfelves to flight ; and, facing 
about unexpe^edly, when they were quite ipent with tha 
long purfuit, put them eafily in diforder, and gained a com- 
plete vidtory <=. From Antioch Aurelian purfued his march to 
Emefa^ whither Zenobia had retired ^ith her army, confift** 
jng of feventy thoufa^d men. Under her commanded one 
Zahas ot Zabdasy a^'man of great courage and experience, 
who had fignalized himfelf in the Perjian wars in the time of 
Odunatus, After feveral ikirmifbes with various fuccefs, both 
armies came to a general engagement, in which the Roman 
horfe were put to flight at the firft onfct ; but their infantry^ 
attacking the enemy both in the front and flanks, left naked 

« Zos. p. 655. 


(R) Wc arc told by Vopi/cus, 
that the ghoft of the famous 
Apollonius Tyandus, appearing to 
Aurelian^ warned him not to 
deftroy the place of his nativity ; 
and chat the emperor, moved by 
this apparition, would not fuffer 
his foldiers to offer the leaft in- 
jury to the inhabitants, anfwering 
them, when they put him in 
mind of his vow, not to leave a 
dog alive in the place, That they 
might kill, if they pleafed, all 
the dogs, provided they fpared 
Che inhabitants. This anfwer 
was received with great applaufe 
by the foldiers themfelves, who 
were no lefs pleafed, fays fa- 
tifeus^ with the huiboar of their 
general, than if he had aban- 
doned CO them all the riches of 
that opulent city (3). Hera- 


elammon^ who betrayed the place, 
was the only perfon whom tho 
emperor fuffered to be put to 
death. Concerning him, he wrote 
the following letter to Malliut 
Chilo^ who was, it Teems, the 
emperor's particular friend : “ 1 
** have taken Tyana^ and fulFered 
the perfon, by whofe favour, 
** and, as it were, good offices, 
** 1 took it, to be cut in pieces 
by my foldiers. 1 have fpared 
the reft ; but could not endure 
fuch a traitor. Would he ever 
have been ffiithful to me, who 
betrayed his own country ? 
He was rich, 1 own it ; but 
his efiate I have given to his 
children, that no one might 
accufe me, as if 1 had pot him 
to death for the fake of hi| 
wealth {4).’* 


\ Ant, vit, p, 117, 
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«nd expofed hy dw departure of their cXt^Jr/i who iitn pur* Zeoobia 
fuing the Remans^ obliged chemt after a Jong and « 

difpute, to give ground, and ihejter themfeJves behind the.^a^ 
walls of Emefa ; which place, however, they abandoned at 
the approach of the vi£lorious army, and withdrew with Z^- 
Kohia X.Q Palmy} Oy y/tYiMYitt Aureltan purfued them plofe, though 
ilrangely haralTed in his march by the Syrian robbers, who 
cut ofF great numbers of his men* 

He immediately invefted the place, hoping to carry it by Palmyra 
repeated alTauIts ^ but all his efforts proving unfuccersful, he 
began to batter it with an incredible number of warlike ma- 
chines* The befieged, animated by the example of their queen, 
not only repulfed the aggrefjors withfhowers of anows, darts, 
and ffones, but raillied them from the walls, without fparing 
the emperor himfelf (S) $ who being, at length, quite tired 
out with the toils and fatigues of fo loJ^a liege, wrote a let- 
ter to Zenobiay exhorting her to Airrender, and promidng her 
her life. To this letter Zenobia returned the following anfwer : 

No man ever before you made Aich a demand. It not ZenobiaV 

by letters, but valour, that you muff induce me to fubmit. anfiwer to 

* You cannot but know, that CleopaUa chofe rather to die, Aureliaif, 

* than liv« under Augujlusy notwithftafiding the mighty pro- 

* mifes he made her. 1 expeft daily the Pe)fianSy Saracens y 

* and ArmenianSy who are all haftening to my relief ; and 
^ what will then become of you, and your army, whom the 
‘ robbers of Syria have put to flight ? You will then lay 
‘ afide that pride and prefumption, with which you com- 
^ mand me to furiender, as if you were the conqueror of the 

univcrfe'^.*’ Aureliany piqued with this anfwer, immediately 
ordered a general affault ; but was repulfed with great lofs, 
and obliged to give over the attempt* However, he defeated, 
a few da,s after, the Perjtansy who were coming to the re- 
lief of the place ; and partly by menaces, pai tly by promifes, 
prevailed upon the Armenians and Saracens to join him againft 
the queen, whom they were come to affift. Zenobiay finding 

^ Aur. vit. p. zi9. 


(S) AurtUan owned in one of 
his ieaers, that he had never 
a more brave and refo- 
lute enemy 5 and, menciomng 
Zenobiay fays, that fhe did not 
behave like a timorous woman, 
but fought with all the boldnefs 
of a man m defpair. “ It is in. 
credible, adds he, what thick 
ihowers of arrows, darts, and 


** flones, fhe difcharges upon us ; 
(he haraffes us night and day 
with fire from her engmeb,^r. 
However,* I hope the gods, 
who have never yet faiM to 
fecond our endeavours, will 
not, on this occafion, abandon 
the caufe of the Rsman peo- 
ple.’" 

Gg4 


herfelf 
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' herMf’lift|ipointeil*hs to thefuccours which ihe had long «x- 

^{>e£ted, and derpairing of being able to hold out much longer 
with her own forces, refolved to withdraw privately from the 
city into Perfta^ and there folicit in perfon more powerful 
tupplies. Accordingly (he fet out in the dead of the night. 
With a fmall/etinue, on fleet camels, carrying with her part of 
Zenobia her jewels and treafures. But Aurelian^ who was very watch* 
taken, ani fuj^ having hid timely notice of her flight, detached a party 
brought to horfe after the fugitive queen ; who, coming up with her 
j^rchan £he was rerdy to crofs the Euphrates in a boat, feized her, 
th ^ earned her back to Aureltan^ who, from that moment, 
^ began to look upon himfelf as the conqueror and foie lord of 
Of ^Chnft When (he was brouglir into his prefence, he a(kcd 

2.. her. What had prompted her to take u{i arms againfl, and in^ 
Of Rome emperors of Rome ? To this queflion the queen 

102^ replied, with no Icla intrepidity than addrefs, That (he looked 
upon him indeed, who knew how to conquer, as emperor $ 
but, as for Galttcnus^ Aweolut, and fuch as refcmbled them, 
(he had never thought them worthy of that name 

Ihe city of Palmyra (fill held out, and fome were againfl 
The city of fubmitting upon any terms whatfoever ; but others fued for 
Ptlmyra mcicy, and, upon the emperor’s promifmg to ^rant them 
fubnufs. their lives, opened their gates to the conqueror, who fpared 
the inhabitants, but dripped the city of all its wealth, and ap- 
pointed one Sandarton governor of the place, with five hun- 
dred archers, and other troops, under his command ^ • After 
thi<;, the emperor returned to Emefay carrying with him the 
captive queen, whofe death the foldiers demanded with loud 
clamours but the emperor thought it beneath him to fpill the 
blood of a woman, the more, becaufe (he had with great care 
jjjefended the eaffern provinces againfl the Perjiansy and other 
neighbouring nations, ready to feize them during the dome- 
flic diflurbances that prevailed in every part of the empire % (T), 

The 

* Trigint. tyran. c 29 p 199 ' Aur. viC. p 219* 

B Ibid 


(T) The emperor hkewife 
fpared Vhahallat, the queen's 
youngeft fon (5). As for the 
other two, Hennnianus and Tt- 
molaus, Pollto tells us in one 
place, that it is uncertain whe- 

(^) p* Btrag, p, 385, 

{nj Idm, r. 23 p* 196. 


ther they died a natural or vio- 
lent death (6) , and elfewhere, 
that they were led in tri- 
with the queen their mo- 
ther (7} All writers agree, 
that Aurehan caufed many per- 

(b) Trig fjrgffi t, a6, p. 198# 
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The hiine of this viAoryibon reached the moft di^nt tA-^ ^Otbe 

tions, and they all ftrove with foleimi embaflies, and ncli Mfiemand 

{irefents, to gain the friend(hip of the conqueror of Zenobia 

(U). Aurtlian^ having thus recovered, and fettled in peace, 

the eaftern provinces, returned by Chalcedon and By%anUurn 

into Europe^ carrying with him his illuftrious captive. frtendptp 

He defeated, on his march through Thrace^ the CarpU who JA 
had broken into that province ; but at the fame time he was 
informed, that the inhabitants of Palmyra had revolted, put Palmyra 
the Roman governor and garifon to the fword, and proclaimed re*volts ; 
a kinfman of Zenobia^ named AchilUusy or, as Zojimus calls buf h te- 
him, Antiochus^ their fovereign. Upon this intelligence, the 
emperor, with great expeation, haftened back into Syria ; 
and, arriving at Palmyra before the inhabitants had any no- habitants 
tree of bis march, he took the city without oppofltion, and 
put all the inhabitants to the fword, without diftin6(ion of fex, 
age, or condition K He had not yet quitted the Eaft, when The re^jolt 
news were brought him, that Egypt had revolted, and fet up ^Firmus. 
for emperor one Firmus^ or father Firmius^ as he is fiiled on 
fuch of his medals as have reached our times Me was a 
native of Stleucia in Syria ; but pofTeiljd an immenfe eftate 
in Egypt ^ Snd carried on an advantageous trade with the Sara-- 
cens^ the Blemyes^ a people of Ethiopia^ and the inhabitants 
of India ; for he ufed to boaft, that, with his gains only upon 
paper and glue, he could maintain a whole army. Vopifcus 
relates wonderful things of his flrength and appetite. He was 

** Aur. vit. p. 219. ^ Goltx. p. 1 19. Spanh. 1 . vii. 

p. 599. 

Tons of diilinAion to be exe- ceeded his father Sapor in the 
cuted at Emefa for iiding with kingdom of Perjia^ fent to the 
Zenobta, and ordered others to emperor, amongil other prefents, 
be thrown overboard, when he a chariot covered all over with 
crofled over from Chalcedon to gold, iilver, and precious fiones 
7hrace, Among the former was of an inellimable value, and a 
the celebrated philofophcr Lon- Icarlet mantle of fuch a lively co- 
gtnus, of whom heicattti. lour, that the Romans had never 

(U) Among thefc aic men- fecn any but what came infinitely 
tioned the Blcmyes, the Auxu- Ihort of it. Aurehan^ and aftet 
mitea, the inhabitants of At abia him P; ohm and DiocUfian^ taken * 

Felix j the BaQrians^ Iberians^ with its extraordinary biightnefc 
Alhs^niuns^ Saracens ^ Armenians ^ and beauty, fent, but to no ef- 
BthiopianSf Indians, Perfians, and fe&, perlbns into the Bail, on 
even the or Chinefe. Hor- purpofe to difeover the art of 
mi fdas, or, z^EutychiuszaXhhxm, dying to fuch an ^xtraoidinaiy 
HormoT^alHorrif who had fuc- perfection (B). 

[% ) Aur, p 21S, 


gicatly 
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iready attached to ^mobia^ and, to keep up her party and 
Intereft) aiTumed the title of Augufius^ made himfelf mafter of 
Eiypty and flopped the corn which it ufed to fend yearly to 
Sjimt* ^urelian marched againft him with that expedition 
which was peculiar to him ; and, being attended with his ufual 
fuccefsi overcame the ufurper, (formed aflrong-hold to whicb, 
he fled, and, having taken him prifoner, caufed him to be 
publicly executed 

Having thus fuppreiTed all troubles in the Eaft, he re- 
turned the fecond time to Europe^ with a defign to recover, 
and reunite to the empire, the provinces of Gaul^ Spain^ and 
Britain^ which were ftill held by Tetrkus^ This he eafily 
compafled, Tetricus himfelf, no longer able to bear the conti- 
nual diforders and mutinies of his troops, inviting him pri- 
vately into Gaul K H9wever, a battle was fought near Chakng 
Gaul r#- on the Marne ; during which, Tetricus voluntarily yielding to 
Aurelian^ his troops, deftitute of a leader, were cut in pieces* , 
Thu| was Gtftt/, after it had been held for the fpacc of thir- 
teni'years by different tyrants, tinited anew to the empire* 
Towards the end of this year, when Tacitus y afterwards em- 
peror, and Placidtantfs^ were confuls, Aurelian returned to 
RomCy where he was received with the mofl magnhicent tri- 
Aurelian’/ umph the city had ever beheld* There were four royal and 
triumph, (lately chariots ; the firft, which had belonged to Odenatus^ 
was intirely covered with filver, gold, and jewels ; another, 
equally rich and magnificent, was a prefent to Aurelian from 
the king of Perfia ; the third was Zenobia^s own chariot ; and 
the fourth, which was drawn by four flags, had been taken by 
Aurelian from a Gothic prince. In the latter the emperor him- 
fclf made his entry. Thefc chariots were preceded by twenty 
elephants, and great variety of wild beads from different coun- 
tries. Next came eight hundred couple of gladiators, fol- 
lowed by an incredible number of captives of different na- 
tions, with their hands tied behind their backs, to wit, Goths^ 
AlanSy Roxolansy Sarmatiansy Franksy Sueviansy Vandalsy 
AlejnanSy Blemyesy AuxumiteSy ArabianSy EudamonianSy In^ 
dianSy BaSfrianSy IberianSy SaracenSy Arrneniansy Perftansy 
flich of the Palmyrenians as had outlived the late (laughter, 
(bme Egyptians taken in the late rebellion of Firmiusy and 
ten Gothic women, whom Aurelian had taken fighting in the 
habit of men. Xhefe were followed by Tetricus in a fcarlet 
robe, and his fon, whom he had taken for his partner in the^ 
empire. Next to them marched ZenobtUy whofe uncomn>oii|^ 
beauty, noble ftature, and majedic mien, attradled the eyea 

* Aur. vit. p. 220. V Zos. p. 66i. * Trig, tyran. c. 23. 

p. 119. 

of 
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tt the fpedatorSi and feemed to eclipfe the grandear and luflre 
of the emperor himfelf. She was ^und with chains of gold, 
which other perfons bore up, appareled with thericheft tifTuea 
and robes, and fo baded with pearls and precious ftones, that 
(he was often obliged to halt, being ready to fink undir fo 
great a burden. Zenobia was followed by the emperor's- tri- 
umphal chariot, the fenate in a body, the people of Rtm, with 
their various ftandards, and the vi^orious legions, horfe and 
foot, in rich and fplendid armour, with crowns of laurel on 
their heads, and branches of palm-trees, the fymbol of vi 61 :o- 
ry, in their hands. The fenate, however, in the midft of the 
public rejoicings, betrayed no fmall concern to fee Tetricxsj 
one of their own body, wto had even been conful, led in 
triumph. In the cajfltol Aureltan facrificed to JupHer the 
four flags that had drawn his chariot, jp compliance with a 
vow he had made, when he took them. Prom the capitol he 
went to the palace, attended by the fenate, and fuch crouds of 
people, that the day was far fpent before he could reach it. 

The next and feveral following days, he diverted the people 
with plays, races in the circus, (hews of gladiators, combats 
of wild beafis, fea-hghts in the naumachja^ and all forts of en- 
tertainments 

He treated his illuftrious captives with great humanity and Buhuam- 
kindnefs. ToZenobia he gave lands and pofTeiHons in the 
neighbourhood of Tibur^ now Tivoli^ fufficient to maintain Ze- 
her according to her rank. On that eftate fhc lived, fays 
Trebellius Pallio^ like a Roman matron, with her children, 
that is, according to Zonaras^ with her daughters, whom Au- • 
rtlian took under his protedion, and married to perfons of the 
firft quality in Riome^ (^)* The emperor Ihewed no lefs 

kind- 

^ Aur. vit. p. 220. A Trlgint. tyrann. c. 29. p. 198. 

ZON. p. 240. 

(W) The fame writer adds, dor about the latter- end of the 
that himfelf married one fourth century (1). Barenius 

of them i which may perhaps be takes the holy bifhop of Florence^ 
as true as what Sjncellus had Zenobius , who was cotemporary 
written before him, to wit, that with St. Ambro/e, to have been 
the emperor gave Zenohia her- of her family (2), As for her 
felf in marriage to an illuftrious fon Fhaballal^ he retired into 
fenator (9). fie that as it will, Armenia, where Aurelian gave 
it is certain, that her defeendents him, it feems, a fmall principa- 
lived ftill at Rome in great fplen- iity ; for he coined money, and 

(9J Synttll 385. fij Hiv. skrm,*- (%) Baron, ad 

«m». S74< 

it 
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^gmd to- kindnefTs to Titricusy thuii to Zmohia, To make feme amen^^ 
wards for the injury he had done him, by leading him like a cap- 
Tetricus, tive in triumph, he heaped many honours upon him. Ailing 
md bis him his collegue, his fellow-foldier, and even honouring him 
fomeiimes with the title of emperor. He appointed him gor 
vernor of Lucaniay telling him pleafantly, that it was more 
' to his reputation to govern a province of Italy y than to reign 
beyond ihejflps^. He treated with the fame humanity and 
good-nature y^oung Tetruusy whom he had led in triumph with 
his father, fufering him to continue in the fenate, and leaving 
his eAate untouched, which he tranfmitted to his pofterity, 
who lived at Romcy under the fucceeding princes, in great 
fplendor, efteemcd and revered b^ perfon» of all ranks (A). 

The next confuls were, Aurelian tne fecond time, and 
C. Julius papitolinus, ^ This year the emperor continued at, 
Rome ; and, being now diverted by no foreign or domeftic 
wars, he applied himfelf wholly to the fupprefling of feveral 
abufes which had prevailed in the time of GallienuSy and which 
Claudius had not been able to obviate during his fliort reign. 
Several He made feveral regulations, which gained him the affections 
regulations of the people, whom he had eftranged from him, in the begin* 
made ly ning of his reign, witV his cruelty, to which he hid naturally 
Aurelian. a great byas. To the bounties of the emperors his predeceflbrs. 
Year of who had ellablifhed funds for diftributing bread and oil among 
the flood the people, he added a certain portion of hogs-flefh to be given 
with the bread and oil ; and increafed the latter largcfs by the 
Of Chnft addition of an ounce to each pound. He even defigned to 
eftablifh a fund for diftributing a certain quantity of wine 
or Komc gjjjQjjg them j but was either prevented by death from putting 
his dclign in execution, or, as others write, diverted from it 
by the captain of the guards, who told him, that, if he al- 
lowed the populace wine, they would next expeCf gecfc and 
chickpnsP (Y). He appointed, that fhould fupply the 

city 

• Eutrop. Aur. Vict. epit. ^ Aurel. vit. p. 225. 

is Ailed on feme of his coins, fiantine the Great j a moil beau- 
which are ilill to be feen, Vha- tiful piece, reprefenting iti mo- 
ballat of Armenia, ahd on others, faic work the &ther and fen d&> 
.Vhaballat king of the Verimi, livering up a feeptre to Jur/liaay 
probably an obfcip'e people of and Aurelian reitoring to them 
Armenia (3). the fenatorial robes, and veiling 

(X) In the houfe of the them with their former dignig^ 
tricu on mount Cxlktsy was fell (4). 

to be feen, in the time of Con- (V) When he left Rome, to 


(3) Birag, p, 407. Cdhc, p» llS, 
P. 19^1 ' 97 « 


(4) frenn, e, 23, 2^ 

make 
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dty of Rome yearly with a certain quantity of glafs, paper^ 
linen, and feveral other things, that were either the natural 
growth of, or manufadured in, that co(intry<i. He Caufed 
wharfs to be built along the banks of the Tiber ^ and the cha- 
nel of that river to be cleanfed, and dug deeper. 

, But nothing more obliged perfons of all ranks, than bis ge- ' 

neroufly remitting whatever was owing this year by private rejity. 
perfons to the exchequer, and his publicly burning in the fo- 
rum of Trajan all the papers, bonds, and regiifers, relating 
to fuch debts. At the fame time he publifhed an of obli- 
vion with rcfped) to all crimes committed againft the flate to 
that day. From that time forward he punifhed with the ut- 
moft feverity fuch as accufi^ others, without being able to 
make good their chai*ge r. He ena£fed many wholfome laws, 
by which he is faid to have purged Rome of all profefied lewd- 
nefs, irreligion, and wicked arts. Finding that eunuchs began 
to be fold at a very great rate, he fixed the number which 
each perfon might keep of fuch flaves, according to their dif- 
ferent ranks. He enadted moft fevere laws againft adultery, 
and punifhed with death one of his own domeftics guilty of 
that crime. He would fufFer none to keep women free-born 
for concubines. His domeftics, freedmeip, and flaves, he kept 
in great avve, caufing them, as he was naturally inclined to 
cruelty, to be inhumanly beaten in his prefence for thefmalleft 
faults, and delivering them up, when guilty of tranfgrefting 
the laws, to the civil magiftrates ^ He defigned to forbid ail 
tiflue of gold, and gilding, pretending, that in nature there 
was as great aftock of gold, as of iilyer ; and that the former 
metal, if fuch a prohibition fhould take place, would become 
as common as the latter. This prohibition, however, was not 
publiflied by him, but by his fucceiTor Tacitus ^ who is I'up- 
pofcd to have fuggefted it to him^ About this time he built He builds 
and confecrated a moft magnificent temple to the Sun^ of ^ enagmfi- 
which frequent mention is made in hiftory ; and embellifhed it eentumple 
with moft rich and coftly ornaments, and with an infinite 
quantity of gold, pearls, and precious ftones. It was one of 

^ Aurcl. vit. p. 224. ^ Ibid. p. 222. * Ibid, 

p. 224. ^ Ibid. & Tacit, vit. p. 230. 

mak&war upon Zembia, he pro- emperor caufed loaves to be made 
mifedto give to each man among of the fineft flpur in the form of 
the people a crown weighing crowns, each weighing two 
fwo pounds, if he returned con- pounds ; and dillributed them 
queror. The people thought he daily among the people fo long 
meant crowns of gold ; but, when as he lived, as he frequently did 
they challenged his promife, the money and cloaths. 


the 
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« the tnoft ftatdy and magnificent ftruAures in Rome. The gold* 

vefTels belonging to it weighed fifteen hundred pounds. He 
like wife enriched the capitol^ and mofi of the temples in the 
city, with prefents of great value fent him by foreign princes"* 
He extendi the jurifdi^lion of the pontifs, increafed their re* 
venues, and eftablilhed funds for the repairs of the temples, 
and the falaries of the inferior minifters. 

A great Towards the end of the year, a dangerous fedition was 
/edition reraifed in J^me by the perfons employed in the mint, who, 
Kome. having, by a notorious breach of trufi, coined a great quantity 
of falfe money, to avoid the punifiiment due to their crime, 
joined in a body, and, under the condu6^ of one Felictfftmns^ 
formerly a (lave, but appointed by Aurelian one of the re- 
ceivers of the exchequer, raifed «fuch difiurbances, that the 
emperor was obliged to order his troops to march agsinft them, 
whom they received dyawn up in battle-array on mount Cce^ 
lius \ killed feven thoufand of them ; but were in the end, 
though they fought with all the boldnefs of men in defpair, 
overcome, and puniChed with the utmoft feverity, not to fay 
cruelty. After this the emperor called in all the falfe coin, and 
gave true money in its room Soon after this fedition, he 
put feveral fenators death, and likewife the fon, or, as 
others will have it, the daughter, of his^own fifier,*' for faults 
not fpecified in hiftory, but only faid not to have deferved fucb 
a fevere punifiiment 

Aurelian Towards the clofeof this, or the very beginning of the 
marches following year, when Aurelian conful the thi d time, with 
into fome difturbances happened in Gaul^ which ob- 

to appea/e emperor to quit Rome^ and haften thithiT, All we 

fime dtf- j^now of this expedition is, that Gaul was refiored to its for- 
iurbances tranquillity j and that the emperor, marching from that 
province into Vindelicia, obliged the barbarians, who had made 
an irruption on that fide, to repafs the l>ani^hey (Z). From 
Vindelicia the emperor marched into Illyricum i and there find- 

® Aiir. vit. p. 217, 222. Zos. p. 661. Aur. vit, 

p. 222. Zos. p. 665. * Aur. vit. ibid. Aur. Vicr. epic, 

r Aur. vie. p. 221. Zon. p. 240. 

(Z) A modern writer (5) is : its an dent name was G^»dr- 

of opinion, chat the emperor, be- hum or Cenabum, Gregory of 
fore he left Gaul^ rebuilt the city lours tells us, that he likewife 
of Orleans, which* at leaft ever either built or fortified the city 
iince the fifth century, has been of Dijon, at prcfenc the capital 
called by the Latin writers Ju- of Burgwidy (6). 
reliant nrbs, and urbs Aurtliano* 


( 6 ^ Greg, p, 17a, 

ing 


(5) Lr ant!f, d' Orleans, c. 3. p, 9, 
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log the province of Dacia in the h^nds of the barbarians, ^ho 

had feized it in the reign of GalUetfus^ he did not think it 

worth his while to recover a country, which, he was well ap- ^^rbariam 

prifed, he could not maintain in the midft of fo many barba- 

rous nations. He therefore withdrew the Roman troops from ^ 

tfie few forts they ftill held beyond the Danube^ and gave to 

the inhabitants, who had been driven out by the barbarians, 

part of Mafia 2iTi^ Dardania to fettle in (A). 

f ROM lllyricum the emperor marched into Thrace,^ with a 
-deCgn to pafs the winter there, and early in the fpring to crofs 
over into Afia^ and lead his army againft the Perfians^ upon 
what provocation, hiftory does not inform us. But, while he 
was wholly bent upon this war, death overtook him, and put 
a period to this, and his othl^r vaft defigns. Hiftorians give us . 
the following accountt)f his unhappy end : He fufpet^ed Mne- A conjpi^ 
fiheus^ one of his fteedmen ond fecrc^aties, of Come extor- 
tion, and had threatened to punifh him. Hereupon Mnefihcui^ ^ . agaii^ 
probably confeious to himfclf of the crime laid to his charge, 
and well acquainted with the emperor's cruel and inflexi- 
ble temper, rcfolved to prevent his defign. Accordingly, 
counterfeiting hismaflei’s hand, he wrote a roll of the names 
of the chief officers in the army, and^ among the reft, his 
own 5 ami, (hewing it to thofe whofe names he had fet down, 
iold them, that he had found it In the emperor’s clofet ; that 
they were all doomed to deftruflion ; and that only by fome 
jderperate attempt they could avert their impending ruin. They 
ail believed him, and, prompted partly by fear, partly by in- 
dignation, to fee their ferv ices thus rewarded, tfx)k, without , 
heliiation, the refoiution fuggefted to them by Mnefiheus \ and 
a few days after, as the army was marching to a place named " ^ ^ 

C^enophrurium, that is, the new cafile^ half-way between 
xant turn ^nd Heracleay they fell upon the emperor fwoid in 2711 
hand, while he was attended only by a fmall guard, and di- of Chrift 
fpatched him with many wounds (Bj. The emperor muft 275. 

have Of Rome 


(A) Thus out of thefe two known to us by the name of 1023. 

countries 'he formed a new pro- but called by the inhabiiants‘/n- 
vince, c^lcd by fome the Ja?e- adizza (7). The Gotbs, itfeems- 
lian Dacia, by others New Da- poifefled thcmfclves of the coun, 
cia, to d llmguilh it from 'Tra- try which the emperor had aban- 
jan's Dacia, which lay beyond doned. 

th^Danube, The metropolis of (B) writes, that he fell 

this new province, which, ac- by the han 3 of Mucapor, who, 
cording to Han/on, comprehended it feems, was a man lof rank, 
the molt diilaiit parts of Bulga- fince he is (tiled general ; and a 
ria and Servia, wAiSard:ca,iiQW letter is Hill extant written to him 


(t) Aur. vit^ p. Z 2 Z Lailar.t. ferfee. c. 9. p» 8* SynciH. p. 385. 
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hm been killed about the litter end of January % for hii death 
was known at Rome on the third of February of this year 275. 
fo that he had reigned five full years ; and lived, according to 
the moft probable opinion, fixty^three 2, His death did not 
remain unpunifhed ; for the officers, who had killed him, 

* finding, foon after his death, that they had been impofed upon 
by Mnejiheus^ threw him to the wild beafts, and built a mag- 
nificent temple and tomb to the honour of the deceafed em- 
peror, in the place where he had hern killed, the whole army 
lolemnizing his obfequies with the utmoft pomp and magnifi- 
cence. All thofe who had had any hand in his death were ei- 
ther cut m pieces on the fpot by the enraged foldiery, or after- 
wards executed under his fuccefTors Tacitus and Ptebus. His 
death was much lamented by th^fenatc, who, at the requeft 
of the army, ranked him among the gods ; but more by the 
people, whom he had obliged with more bounties and largefTes 
than any of his predeceflors had done. 

Aurelian is commonly filled the refiorer of the empire^ 
which after the evils it had iufFered by the captivity of rale^ 
rtatiy and indolence of Galltenus^ began to revive ikider Clau- 
dius^ and was by Aurelian refiored to its former ftrength and 
lufire. He delivered Italy from the incurfions of the Aleman- 
nl^ refeued the Eafi froVn the fhameful yoke of a woman, hum- 
bled the Perfiansy fiill elated with the captivity of Valerian^ 
reunited Gaul to the empire, and refiored to Rome Thrace 
and Illyricum^ over-run and opprefled by the barbarians. His 
arms were dreaded, and his fiiendlhip courted, by the moftdi- 
difiant nations. He was a prince of great bravery, prudence, and 
generofity $ but, as his excefiive cruelty overbalanced all bis 
other good qualities, he is by Voptfeus^ and mofi other writers, 
ranked not among the good, but the ufeful princes (C}. Of the 


» Am vit. p. 211 Aur. VicT epit. Zos. p. 661. 


by Aurelian, wherein the empe- 
ror gives him an account of the 
vigoious oppofmon he met with 
from Ztnwia at the fiege of Pal- 
myra ( 8 ) 

(C) Of Aurelian, ViSer the 
younger obferves, that he ap- 
peared in public with a diadem 
on his head, which no emperor 
had dared to do. before him 
Joinandes ^ritcs,^ that Diedefian 
was the iirfi Reman emperor who 


prefumed to wear that royal or- 
nament (9). But that he, and 
not Vt&or, was miftaken, ap- 
pears from one of the duke of 
ArfehoP^ medals, on which Au- 
; eltan is repreiented wifii a crown 
on his head refembling our ducal 
crowns (1) The fucceeding 
princes followed hu example; 
but the diadem was not com- 
monly worn till the time of Cen- 
Jlantine^ 


(8) Aur wt p 218. (q) Jorn rer, e 23. p 44r. (1) Arfdn* 

tana tuirifm Croit ducts, tah, 63 Atttwetp» ann, 1604. Spanbem lih viu. 
P 68 z , 683. 
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uniters who fldiuiAed onder this pcince, we ibdl fpeakin our 
note (D). • 

AJ5 

(D) Under j^ifrf/ravfiourHhed ut, that he and fome other phi- 
two celebrated philofophers^Z*^- lofophers were fealied at Athens 
ginu$ 2 L\AAmelm, Thefbrmer, by Longinus y on Plato'' & birth - 
named Caffius Lon^nuSf and like* day (7). Longinus was not only 
wiie Dionyfiusy which name ifl a great philofopher, but the beft 
prefixed to his treatife on the fub* critic and orator of his age, and 
lime, is by mod writers thought (b well rerled in the various 
to have been a native of Athens branches of literature, that he 
(2). From yopsfeus it appears, was commonly filled a trea/um 
that he could not write in the nf Jen^/wlegts and a li*vin^ libra- 
riae tongue ( 3) } and t^n&quene- iy (8). He was a man, fays F.u- 
iy, -that he was not b/birtha napiusy of an extraordinary dif- 
Fynesr, as fome luive averted, cernment in difcovering beauties 
Hisfhmily, it feems, came ori- and faults in the writings of 
ginally from that country (4) ; others, and therein furpailed ail 
for his mother trontonides was men (9). He was charged, fays 
filler to Pronto of Emse/a in Fhx- that writer, without telling us 
mWtf, who canght rhetoric at by whom, to write critical dif- 
Athons in the reign of Se<verusy fmtations on the works of the 
publiihedfmgiy works, and, dying antients ifand his judgment was 
in that city, bequeath^ his eliate preferred to what others had 
to his nephew (3)* Longinus t written on the fame fubie£l be- 
wKen he Was yet very young, tra* fore him ( 1 ). He tanght Zeno- 
Vld|d with his father into feveral hia the Greek tongue, erpoufed 
co&triesi which gave him an her caufe with great warmth 
opportunity of becoming ac- againll Aureliauy and was fup- 
quainted with all the great phi- pored*to have dictated the letter 
loibphersof^Choie times. In one which that princefs wrote to the 
of his works, w^ich Porpbyriusy emperor during the fiege of Pal- 
bio epitomizer, has conveyed to myra. That letter fo provoked 
us, henanits feVeial philofophcrs AvroUany that, upon the reduc* 
of diflereht fe£l% among«whom tion of the place, he caufed the 
the molt famous are Plotinus y his fuppofed author of it to be put 
difcxple Ameliusy Ansmonius a to death ; which he fuffered with 
Chridian philofopher, and one great firmnefs and intrepidity, 
Origenes, Longinus was a long comforting thofe who were af*> 
time the difciple of the two lat- fected with his misfortune. This 
ter (6). He profeiTed and caught bafe revenge refle£ted no fmall 
the philofophyof PlatOy and had di (honour on Aurelian (t) ; for 
the 'Celebrated philofopher Fsr- the lols of fo great a man was 
phyrius for his difciple, who tells looked upon as t public calami- 

(2) /. iii. f. 14. p. 284. Ci} Aur.vie, p, 219. (4) 

to88. (t^) Idem iltd, (6) Plot, wf. p. 13. (y) fuJeA, 

piapar, evang, /. x. c. 3. p. 464. Pbt, vit. p 14. (8) Eunup, r. 3, 

p. 17. Plat. vie. p, 13, fqj Eunap c. 2. p, I7. (ij lacm 

•Ld. (it) Aur.vn, p.ZJQ* ZaJ, I, i, p.b-g, 
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As all the chief officers in the army had been concerned in 
the death of* Aureltan\ the foldiers, by whom he was great! v 

belovedj 


ty (3). He left many works be- 
hind him, very ufeful, fays ZoJi~ 
mu 5 (4), to fuch as defire to be 
intruded in the fcienccs, and 
which were admired by all the 
world. He mull have jbegun to 
write very early, if what Por- 
phyrius aflerted be true, to wit, 
chat OrigtHy who died fn 253. 
read with application his works 

(5] . Eufsbius quotes a paflage 
out of one of his works, (hew> 
ing the ^bfurdicy of the opinion 
of tiie Stoics concerning the foul 

(6) . Porphyrias mentions a 
work of his upon vehemence, in- 
feribed to Porphyrias himfeff, and 
to one Cleodamus {7) ; and the 
preface of another upon the Su- 
preme Being, addrefloi to one 
Marcellas^ wherein he confuted 
the opinions of Plotinus and 

(8), quoting a work which 
he had written againll Porphy- 
riuj himfelf, for his having pre- 
ferred the opinion of Plotinus to 
what he had learnt of him con- 
cerning ideas : in the fame pre- 
face he made mention of a long 
letter, which he had written to 
Amelins againft feme particular 
fentiments of Plotums^ and upon 
Plato's opinion touching juitice 
( 9 ) . Pot phyrius gi ves us the abf- 
trad of a letter w hich Longinus 
wrote to him about the year 270. 
dciirir.g him to fend him the 
works of Plotinusj and to leave 
Sicily^ where Porphyrins then 
wns, and come to him in Phani^ 
da. Porphyrins y adds, that, if 


his affairs had allowed him to go 
thither, Longinus would have bet- 
ter underftood the fentiments pf 
Plotinusy and Bived himfelf the 
trouble of confuting them (i). 
The fame writer quotes three 
other works of Longinus, to wit, 
on principles, or firli caufes, on 
the love of antiquity, and on men 
of letters (z). Suidas mentions 
(&cral philological pieces pub- 
liflied by Longinus (3),; but takes 
no notice of his treacifc on die 
fublimcy the only intire work 
of Longinus which has reached 
our times, and fully anfwer^ the 
great idea which the antiencs 
raife in us of its author. Cnch 
Hus, who flourifhed in the time 
of Augujius, wrote a treatife on 
the fublime ; butcoBtented him- 
fclf only with fhewing in what 
true fublimity confiBed, with- 
out prefcribiiig any rules leading 
us to the attainment of it, which 
is the chief fubjed of Longinus's 
treatife, handled in a manner 
worthy of fo great a writer. 
Among the inftanccs he alleges 
of thofe who have written in a 
llile truly fublime, and fuicable 
to the greatnefs of their fubjed, 
he fpcaks of Mofes thus: “ The 
Jk xuijh legiflator, who was no 
common man, having filled 
his mind with fublime notions 
“ of the grandeur and power of 
Gon, exprefled them, at the 
** beginning of his laws, in a 
ftile anfwering tlie migh^ fub- 
jeds God faid. Let tfierebe 


(3) Funaj. e, p. 17 . (4} Zo[. I, i. /», 659. (5) Eufeh 

vi. c. 19. (6) Idem, prirp. enavg. /. xv. ^.2 3. p. 822. (7) Plot. 

I'J, /*. 10. (8) idew, p. j;, 14. (9) lUm did. (l) Pht. 

p. I-, (,-) Lutr, p. y. I, in C, 14. 284. (3) ^uid. 

X. p- S'-'- 
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beloved, not able to prevail upon themfelves to name any of 
them in his room, wrote to the fenate, acquainting them with 
' ' the 


light, and there was light ; Let 
the earth appear, and it was 
fo (4).” Longinus infcribed 
this work to one Pofihumius Te* 
rentianusy his intimate friend, 
and a man ofletters, whom fome 
writers take to be the fame per- 
fon with Terentianus Maums, 
who publKhed feveral works, 
fome of which have reached qpr 
times. But of him Imve fpb- 
ken in the reign of Domitian 
(5^ ; for he fiourifhed, according 
to VolJiusy under that prince. 

Jmeliusy againft whom Longi- 
nus wrote, was a philofopher of 
great note among the Platonics 
(6). SuUas fays, he was of 
Apamea ; but Porphyrias aflhres 
us, that he •was bom in Hstru^ 
via : perhaps his family came 
originally from Apamea in 
riuy and fettled in Hetruria, 
Cyrillus of Alexandria fuppofes 
Amelias and Gentilianus to have 
been two dillinfl perfons ; and 
quotes, for that, Porphyrias, who 
tells us in exprefs terma,that Ame- 
lias was likewife called Gentilia- 
nus (7). He was difciple to 
Plotinus, and greatly attached to 
him ; for he lived twenty-four 
years with him at Rome, from the 
third year of Philip to the firft 
of Claudius, that is, from the 
year 246. to the beginning of 
269 f8). He had Ibidicd before 
\iT\dGT Lyjtmachus a Stoic philofo- 
pher (9). He was at Apamea in 
Syrta^ at the beginning of the 


year 270. when Plotinus died. 
He was a very laborious man, 
andJs faid to have compofed an 
hundred volumes, containing only 
what he had heard of Plotinus in 
the frequent conferences that phi- 
loibpher had held with him, and 
others of the fame feft (i). In 
the year 263. he had not yet 
publifhed any thing of his own ; 
but, before the death of Ploti- 
tinus, he wrote forty books 
againft #nagic, and the heretics 
called gnoftics (2). He compofed 
one in three days time, fhewing 
in what chiefly the doiSlrinc of 
Plotinus differed from' that of 
Numenes. This piece he infcribed 
to Porphyrias by a letter, which 
is ftill extant (3). To him he 
likewife addrelTed fome other 
works to clear up the difficulties 
he met with in the doflrinc of 
Plotinus, Amelias and Plotinus 
were, in the opinion of Longinus, 
the 4>nly philofophers, who, in 
his time,' publifhed works worth 
perufing (4). The tenets of 
thefe two philofophers were the 
fame ; h^x. Amelias explained them 
more (perhaps, too much] at 
large ; and hence probably it 
was, that his works were greatly 
neglcftcd and undervalued by the 
Platonics themfelves about the 
latter-end of the following cen- 
tury (5). Eufebiut (6), ^fheodo- 
ret (7), and Cyrillus cA Alexan- 
dria (8), produce a paflhge out 
of his works, wherein he quotes 


^4'. Z,ov, f. f!. p, 2'. (5) htf^re^ p. 03, im tie 7 ofe f6) Eufe^'. 

1 . XI. f. iS. p. c4r'. (7) CytiiL in Jul I wii. c. 6. p. 

•uit. p, 5. (%) Plot, -./r. p.^.b. ly) Idc.r., p. 13. (:) 7^,^, 

/>. 3. (z) Lfc/r.y p. 10. (3) IJtm, p. II. (^) hitnt^p.iji. 

(-> piap. /, xi. ir. f. g, p 140. (6) ( 

deciranJ. C-O'cc-. pff£i f. 30". (8) Cjr in 'Jhl, i. \i\i. p. 
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The army the death of the emperor, and referring to them the choice 

rejer the of a new prince. When their letter was read, Tacitus^ who 

was 

* the beginning of St. John^ go- tomachus who tranfcribed, as we 
fpel. Tbeoderet calls him the read in Sidonius (7), and correft* 
chief of the fchool of Perphyrius, ed, the life of Apollonius Tyanuas, 
that is, of Plotinus, whofe te- in confronting it with the origi- 
nets were held by nal tA Philojiratus (8), Auro- 

Suidas ’ViXiiti, that Porphjrius afreedman of the 

was initrudtcd by him . in the emperor Aurelian, .wrote the hi- 
principles uf the Platonic- philo> Aory of his reign, or at leaft 
fophy(i). .About the fame time part of it, with the life of Fir- 
Aour;(hed one author mus, who ufurped the title of 

of a piece upon the fophifts, who emperor hi Egypt (9). Voffius 
made extemporary fpeeches: in ranks htm, Cornelius Capitolinus^ 
that work he mention^ Porpby- who wrote the hiAory of Zeno- 
rius I whence Suidas concludes bia, and Gellius Fufeus^ who 
him to have AouriAied at the wrote the life of Tetricus tyrant 
fame time. He was the fon of of Gaul, among the Laths wri- 
one Synejius of Philadelphia in ters, no doubt on account of their 
Lydia (2 K names ; for Fopifeus, who quotes 

Some hiAorians too AouriAied the^two former, and wrote in the 
under Aurelian, to yAt,, Calls- reign of Conftantisu Chlorus, tells 
crates of Tyre, whom Vopifeus us, chat ibme Greek, but no La- 
Ailes the moA learned cf all the tin, author had undertaken, be- 
Greek hiAorians of his time (3) ; fore him, to write the hiAory of 
zxi^Theoclius, ox Theon, of Chios, AureliafC% reign (1). Erennius 
as fonie critics conjecture (4]. Dexippus, by birth an Athenian, 
Both chefe hiAorians wrote the by profeAlon an orator, the fon 
life of Aurelian\ but dwelt, it of another Dexippus, AouriAied 
feems, too much on mo A triAing under Aurelian, and was rec- 
inc'der.ts (;). Nicomachus, an- koned one of the greateA orators 
other Greek hiAorian, wrote at Greece bad ever produced (2). 
the fame time ; for Vopifeus tells His Aile, fays Photius, was grave 
us, that he copied from him the andmajeAic; his words expref- 
letter which Zenohia wrote to Ave, his phraies proper, and well 
Aurelian ; that Zenobia dictated futt^ to the fubjeCt ; fo that he 
it in the Syrian language ; and may be called a fecond TJjucydi- 
thac Nicomachus cranAated it into des ; but in clearnefs he far ex- 
Greeki in which language it was cels the ArA (3). Though he 
fent to Aurelian, who had writ- was a man of letters, yet he 
ten to her in the fame dialeCt (6). fought with fuccefs at the head of 
VoJJius cakes this to be the Ni- his countrymen againA iYstGeshs, 

(9) TLeod.p.^oo, (i) Sutd.a.% 198. (2) Idem, a, p. 261 

(3) Zit, AureL p. 209.^ (4) biji, Creec, /. iv. c, 17. 4^5’ 

(^) Awrel, vft, p. 210, (6'j Idem, p, 2 x8. (7) Siden. I viii, 

epffi. 3. p. 2x4. ^8) yeff ". shid. /. ii. c. 16. p.214. Firm, 

t>it, p. 244, (i) Aurcl, vis, p. 209. (2) Suid, p, 659. F.u 

t.ap, €, 2. p. 21, (3) Plot, C . 82. p, 200, 
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was at that time prince of the fenate, and voted the firft, AtnUaim 0/ 
dared, that he was for referring the ^oice of a new emperor a ntw 
to the army, as the army had done to the fenate : For what prince to 
difputis^ faid he, and dijiurbances will inevitably enfue^ Jhould the fenate^ 
not the army approve of the perfon whom we name ! 'I’he fe- tend the Jt- 
nate acquiefeed to his propofal ; but the foldiers referred the 
choice a fecond and a third time to the fenate, as the fenate did 
to the foldiers } fo that the empire, hy this reciprocal exchange 
of coippliments, and commendable difpute between the fenate 
and army,- remained near eight months without an head, and 
neverthelefs no ufurperftarted up during that time ; nodifturb- 
ances happened either at Ro^e^ or ia' the provinces. But the 
barbarians in the rneap tiiift, taking advantage of the inter- 
regnum, began to put themfelves in motion. The Germans^ 
that is, the Lyges^ the' Franks^ the Bu^gundionesy and the Van- 
dals^ broke into Gaul ; the Goths threatened Illyricum ; and 
every one expeded, that the Perjiansy againft whom Aurellan 
had declared war, would not continue long quiet. I'hefe 
things Velius Cornificius GordianuSy then conful, laid before 
the fenate on the twenty-fifth of September ; and earnefliy 
prefltd thfm to proceed, without farther delay, to theclcdtion 
of a new prince. He concluded his fpecch by telling them, 

That the empire could no longer rubfill without an head ^ and 
that the army would either accept the prince whom they chofe, 
or, rejeding him, choofe another. 

There had beenfome talk before of railing Tacitus to llm 
empire, who thereupon had withdrawn into Campamay and 


or Uerulif in the year 2^7 (4). 
He wrote the hiftory of the Ra- 
man emperors from Alexander to 
Claudius, with no lefs concilenefs, 
fays Capitolinus (5). than lince- 
rity ; whence he isoften quoted 
by him, and Trebellius PolUo^ 
who ftile his hiftory the biflory of 
the times. He wrote a feparate 
hiftory of the wars of the Ro- 
mans with the S^ythians^ which 
iMsjntitnIed Scytbica. This Fbo- 
tim preferred, for the elegance of 
ftile, to all his other works (6). 
Helikewife wrote, in four books. 


the hiftory of the fucccflbrs of 
Alexander the Qreat (7). Vojpus 
aferibes to him the book on AH- 
ftetle*% categories, which has 
reached our times [ 8). But others 
maintain, that Dexippusy the au< 
thor of that work, was difeipie 
p lambUchut, who flouriftiedin 
the reign of yulian the Apoftate 
(9). We ought perhaps to di- 
ftinguilh likewife Vexippusy the 
autnorof fon\e comedies (i), from 
the hiftorian, though VoJJius con- 
founds them V)’ 


(^) Gal/ieti. vie. p. i8i. (^) Capie. p^ 1^0. (6) PU 

e. 8a, p. zoo. (7) hlent ihiJ, p. aoi. (8) Viff. p. 243. (9^ John 

i. iii. /». 209. (ij SuiJ, p, J516. (2} G»ac. A ' 

c. 16. p. 243. 
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lived there two months in retirement ; but; being recalled by 
the fenate, he was prefent at this meeting held on the 25th of 
September ; and, after the conful Gor dianus had ended hiS 
fpeech, he rofe up to deliver his opinion the firft, as prince 
of the fenate ; but, before he had uttered a iingle word, the 
Tacitus whole alTembly cried out with one voice, Pf^e faluie ynu^ Ta- 
unanitMuh .citus, emperor : to you we commit the care of the ftate^ and, 
iy cjofrnby world. Take the empire given you by the authority of the 

t?e Jena rani^ your character ^ your paji conduct ^ deferve 

it. He attempted to excufe himfelf in regard of his great age 
(for he was then feventy-five) \ but they ^1 cried out, That 
otlicr emperors, advanced in years,^ had governed with great 
applaufe ; that they wanted not a 'ibldi^r, “but an emperor \ 
not a ilrong body, but a vigorous mind ; and that he had si 
brother, Who would bea- with him part of the burden. After 
this, was taken the fufFrage of each fenator in particular, when 
Metius Falconius Nicomachuss^ the eldeil confular, after having 
in an elegant fpeech beftowed the higheft encomiums upon 
Tacitus y enlarged in a very afFedling manner on the many evils 
attending tho adminiftration of young and unexperienced 
princes ; and conjured Xacitus, by the love he bore his country , 
not to leave the empire to his fons, who were yet children,' 
but to name for his fuccefTor a perfon, whom he judged equal 
to fo great a trult, if the itate were, by the immutable decreeii 
of the Faies^ deprived of him before his children attained to 
maturity of age. He added, that, to difpofe of the fenate, 
the people of Rome^ and the whole empire, in the fame man* 
jicr as he difpofed of his houfes, lands, and flaves, was repug- 
nant tJ the laws of juflice and equity ; and (hat nothing would 
fo much commend his name to all future ages, as to (hew at 
his death, that he loved the republic above his family and 
ill’ll e a. When Metius had ended his fpeech, the fenators all 
to a man cried out, Tacitus is emperor. The decree was ac- 
cordingly drawn up, veiling him with the fovereign power, 
and figncd by all the fenators, even by Tacittjs himfelf. From 
the fenate they all went to the field of Mars^ where ^lius 
Cl fctuiniis^ then governor of Rome^ declars*d to the foldiers 
and people afl'embled there, the ciedlion ol Tacitus^ which was 
received with the ufual acclamations 
' ■ 'I'liE prefent emperor, named on his coins M. Claudu'T* 

Taritf-if, but, by Vopifeus. AurcVianus^ or Aurelius Tacitus^ 
;!ckii >wlcged Cornelius Taiitus^ the celebrated hifiorian, for 
his kiiinmn ; and therefore, to fecure his inimitable perform- 
ir.;ce agiinft the injuries of tinie, he ordered ten copies of it 
to tianfcrib-d every year, and to be lodged in the public 

® Tacit, vie. p. zzy-aji. ^ Ibid, 

2 libraries. 
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ltbrari«s» and in the f:abiii^ of the learned » but, notwith- 
Handing bis care, only a fmall pari; of 'what that excdlent hi- 
Hoflan wrote, iias reached our times. The emperor, as we 
have hinted above, was advanced in years ; but had fcveral 
children, who were very young. Florianusy named on . the 
antient coins M, Anniiu Fiorianus^ was only his uterine bro- 
ther. Ail we know of his preferments is, that he had been His pre-^ 
conful, and was, the time of his election, prince of the (c- fements. 
nate. He was a man of learning, of a mild temper, an ene- 
my to all pomp, and a great admirer of the manners of the 
primitive Romans* When he was created empLTor, he gave 
his immenfe eftate to the public, allotting part of it for the 
repairing and beautifying the temples. What ready money he 
had by him, he diftributed among the foldiers. He fet at liberty 
all the (laves he had at Rome^ and ^aufed liis houfe to be 
pulled down, in order to build public baths hi the place where 
it (food. His temperance and regularity, his oeconomy, and 
care of the public money, his impartiality in the ad mini ft ra- 
tion of jufticc, arc much commended by the authors of his. 
life. 

In the firft fpeech he made to the fenate, he declared, that 
he woulft tranfadf nothing without cReir confent and autho- 
rity ; and then propofed the two following laws, which were 
received with great applaufe, and confirmed by a decree ; to Txvo of his 
wit. That whoever (hould mix metals with a bafer fort, (hould h'-ws, 
forfeit his eftate and life ; that (laves fiiould not be admitted 
as witnelTes againft their mafters, even in cafes of treafon. 

In the fame ^eech he defired the confuKhip for his hiuther 
Flonanus ; but the fenate did not think Ht to giant him Ins 
requefi ; which he was fo far horn rcfcniing, that, o:i the 
contrary, he feemed highly pk-afeJ with the libcity iluy h.i,i 
taken, faying, I am glad they know hi sn. From the vi^ry be- 
ginning of his reign, he applied himfelf to the fupprelJIng of fe- 
veral abufes which (fill prevailed in Rome* lly one cdiiSt, he 
put down all the brothcl-iioufcs 5 by another, he ordered all 
the public baths to be ihtK up at lunfet \ and, by a third, 
prohibited all forts of gold tifiue and gilding. He U'fpc< 5 fcd 
the memory of the good emperors, and caufed a ttmplc to be 
built to ihcir honour, and facrifices to be ofFcfed to them on 
•H^pir feveral annivcrfarics. lie had ^particular regard to' ^ 
reliant and prevailed upon the fenate to him a (kii'.i.* • 

of gold*, to be fet up in the capitol, and others of filvcr, to be 
placed in the fenate, in the temple of tht and in the 
fijuaie of Trajan «•. I'hc fenate, overjoyed for tiie rv^cc.vt rv 
of their antient light of ci eating emperois, ordejt-d publi'; 

« Tacit, vit. p. ?32. 

H I) 4 pK‘CMT:oas,' 



proceiSons^ vowed hecatomb^^ appeared in white garmems^ 
feafied their friends^ and wrotd letters to all ^the natps and 
cities' in alliance with Rome^ acquainting them, that they wcfQ 
at kngth rtftored to their former antlmrity ; that the kings 
and princes of the barbarians were to apply to thepi ; and 
that all appeals from the proconfuls were to be made, not to 
the emperor, or the captain of the guards, but to the governor 
of Romy from whom they might appeal to the fenate<l. 

The new prince was fcarce well fettled in the empire, 
when news were brought him, that incredible multitudes of 
barbarians were advancing from t^e Ralus Ma&tJs through 
Colchisy pretending to have been invited by AunUan to ailift 
Tacitus him in his intended ex|)edition agfcinft ihe^Per/ians, Tacitus 
marches immediately left Romsy and^ arriving in Thrace^ where he 
againjithe was received by the army with the greatrfi demonftrations of 
barha. ‘ joy imaginable, pafled from thence over into AftCy defeated 
ans^ and the barbarians, and obliged them to return into their own 
defeats country «. The following year the emperor entered upon 

them, j,j5 confullhip, having JEmilianus for his collegue j 

and, having palled the winter in C'diciay was preparing to 
return to lialyy when^ he was, according to fome writers. 
Bis death, fei^ed with a violent diltemper, which, in a few days,., put ah 
Year of end to his life ; but, according to others, killed by his own 
th^ flood foldiers ^ He died at Tar Jus in Cilteiay or, as others write. 
Of pit n CappadoctOy after aihort reign of about fix months.' 

™ Upon his death, his brother whom lie had appointed 

’ captain of the guards, caufed himfelf to be proclaimed em- 
peror, and was acknowlegcd in all the provinces of Europs, 
»nd Africa ; but the legions quartered in Syriay Phceniciay Pa* 
Florianus ^ft^tCy and Egypty declared for ProbuSy whom Tacitus had 
ajfumesthe appointed commander of all the forces in the ealh Hereupon 
empire % & civil war was kindled in the bowels of the empire, while 

butismur- the barbarians were ready to invade it on all fides. Florianus 
dered fy gained at firfi fome advantages over his competitor ; but, as 
his onun the troops under bis command were more addi^ed to Ptsbus 

mitt, ^han to him, they began to mutiny ; and, at approach 

of Prohusy who was refolved to put the whole to the ilfue 
of a general engagement, fell upon their own leader, cut him 
in pieces, after he bad reigned about two months, and joined 
Prohus, This happened in the neighbourhood of Tarfus}^ 
Cilicia. 

Probus The death of Florianus was no fooncr known In Europe 
ptcclaimedvLVi^ Africffy than the armies cvery-where proclaimed Probus 
enpeior, emperor, and the fenate readily confirmed ^eir eledion, ho- 

** Tacit, vit. p. 231, 232. « Zonar. p. 240. Zos. 

p. ^62. f Tacit, vit. p. 230, 

xiouring 
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pouring the new enyperor with the titles of fetbir 

pf Ins cwntrj^' high pontiff &c. and veiling him with the 
tribunitial and procoUfulaT power ; for they all entertained His (ha- 
a great opinion of his juftice, equity^ moderation, and sra&tr. 
looked upon him ds a perfon in every refped qualified for the 
difcharge of fo great a trull,: and truly, if Vopifcus is to be 
credited, he wmoneof the bell and greateft princes that ever 
fwayed a fceptre. That writer prefers him to Trajan^ Adrian^ 
Antoninus^ Alexander^ Claudius^ nay, to Auguftus himfelf. 

He was, fays, he, an excellent commander, an able ftatefinan, 

9 friend to virtue, an enemy to vice, generous, affable, good- 
patured^ and, in Ibprt, endowed with every good quality 
commendable in a prince J He was a native of Sirmium in ^scjra- 
Pannonia, His father* by name Maximus^ was, in his youth, 
by profelfion a gardener ; but afterwards^lifting himfelf among 
the t^-oops, he vm raifed to the poll of tribune, and married 
a woman of rank, by whom he had one Ton, the prefent em- 
peror, and a daughter, of whom we find no farther mention 
in hiftory. Prebus entered into the army, when very young ; 
and, having dillinguifhed himfelf on many occafions under 
Valerian^ Galliems^ Claudius^ and Aursl^an^ he was, by thefe 
princes, raifed to thehighell poftsof the army^ and employed, 
iilways with fuccefs, in the many wars which they waged 
with the barbarians He was about forty-four years old, 
according to the chronicle of AUxmdriu^ when preferred to 
the empire. His eleSion was no fooner confirmed* by the 
fenate, than he left Cilicia^ and returned to Europe. 

He palTed the winter in Pannenwy and, having there taken 
upon hin^ his firfi confulfhip, and named M. Aurelius Pauli^ 
nus for his collegue, he fet out in the fpring for Gauly where 
the Pranks and other German nations had committed dreadful 
ravages. He i§ faid to have fought in that province many He deli- 
fuccefsful battles, to have killed near four hundred thoufand ^ers Gaul 
of the barbarians, and to have oblig^ the reft to quit the from the 
booty they had taken, and fave themfdves by flight beyond harhari- 
the Rhine. Having thus reftored Gaul to its former tranquil- ^^d 
lity, he paflTed the Rhine at the head of his vi6lorious army, ^^duces 
and made war upon the enemy in their own country, 
greater fuccefs than any of his predccefibrs had ever done (E). ^ 


s Prob. vit. p. 233, 234. ?4t. 


Ibid. 235 — 237. 


(E) This appears from the 
account which he himfelf tranf- 
mitted to the fenate in the fol- 
lowing letter : 1 return thanks 

to the immortal gods, confeript 


fathers, who have given mani- 
feil tokens of their approving 
your choice in raifing me to 
the empire. Germany, that 
wide and extenfivc country, 10 
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The following year the emperor entered upon bis fecond 
confuUhip, having Lupus for his collegue j and, early in the 


• ■* intirelyfubduec]. Nine kings 
* of different nations have thrown 
^ chemfelves proftrate at xny ieet» 
'* or rather yours. 4 *^ 

** barians now plow and fow 
for you, nay, even fight for 
“ you. Return, therefore, thanks 
to the gods for fo fignal a con- 
** quell. Four hundred thouland 
“ of the enemy have been tut 
in pieces ; fixteen thoufand have 
** been incorporated in our troops. 
“ We have recovered fWty great 
“ cities* which they had taken, 
^ “ and delivered Gaul from the 
“ yoke under wJiich it groaned. 

The crowns of gold, with 
** which the cities of Gaul have 
prefented me, 1 have tranf- 
“ mitted to you, to be confe- 
“ crated, and, by your hands, 
“ olFered to the great Jupiter^ 
“ and to the other gods and god- 
dclTcs. Wc have not only rc- 
covered the booty which they 
“ had taken, but enriched our- 
felves with their fpoils. The 
fields of Gaul are plowed with 
“ the cattle of the barbarians; 

thf:ir Iheep arc inclofcd in our 
“ fold. ; and our magazine^ aie 
“ filled with their corn : in ftiort, 
“ wc have left them nothing but 
“ the bare foil. I have had lome 
“ thoughts of reducing Germany 
“ to a Roman province ; but the 
“ rcpubl'c, cxhaufled with fo 
many wars, is not perhaps at 
. prefentin a condition tomain- 
“ taintheadditional troops which 
“ mull be raikd fbr that purpoie 
“ (3)*'’ yopijciu adds, that he 
drove the enemy beyond the Elb 
and the Necker, and built a great 
many fo; ts in the country lying 


between thofe rivers and the 
Rhine^ which he might have eafily 
reduced to a Reman province ; 
but did not. think it advifeaUe to 
burden the r^ublic with new 
troops, which he mull have paifed, 
and left there, to keep thofe war- 
like nations in awe. Zqfimus tells 
us, that one of the battles, which 
be fought with the Legi, a Ger- 
man nation, probably the fame 
people whom Tacitus calls LygiSp 
lalled two days, the armies being 
parted only by night ; that the 
vidlory inclined fometimes. to the 
Remans^ and fometimes to the 
Germans, who fought with in- 
credible bravery ; but that the 
former at length prevailed by 
the valour of Proius, and not 
only gave the enemy a total over- 
throw, but took their king, by 
name Semnon, prifoner, with his 
Tons, and the fiovver of their no- 
bility ; whom, however, the em- 
peror afterwards fee at liberty, 
upon their reiloring to him all 
the booty and prifoners they had 
taken (4). The fame writer adds, 
that, in another engagement with 
the Burgundians and V'andals on 
the banks of the Rhine, he took 
tlieir king Igillus prifoner, with 
many others of thofe two na- 
tions, whom he tranfplanccd into 
Britain, where they proved very 
fcrviceable to the Romans upon 
all feditions and infurreftions (5*). 
They fettled, perhaps, in Gam- 
idgejhire \ for Gervafus \Tlbu- 
rienjis mentions an old vallum in 
that county, which he calls Pan- 
deljbutg^ and fays, it was the 
work of the Vandals (6J. 


J Tr'.A. t'/V. C 4) i* f' Cs) ^dtm ibid. p. S 6 ^, 

rii; i'ld^ C.r>td. ir’. 135. i/Vj. i. vii. p, 21 S. 

fpring;. 



47S 


i. ICXiV. ^h» Roman iBfiirji. 
fpnngf fet out froii^ Gaul ; and, bending his inarch through 
he arrived in Illyricum, whence the Sarmatiansy who 
had made an irruption into that province, withdrew, upon 
the news of his approach, leaving their booty behind them. 

From Jllyricum he purfued his march into Thrace^ where he 
was met ly deputies from all the Gothic nations, fent by TheGoih.^ 
their rcfpcaivc ftatcs and princes to fue for peace, and court 
his friendlbip Having thus fettled peace and tranquillity in 
all the provinces of Europe^ he paffed over into AJia ; and, 
entering Ifauria^ which had revolted from RomCi 2^ we have 
related above, after many dangerous conflids with the I/au- 
rian robbers, and Pal^urius their leader, whom he took, and 
put to death, he indrely re(fticed that country, tranfplanted Ifauria re- 
the intobitants into diftant provinces, and divided Ifauria duced. 
among his veterans, upon condition that they ihould fend 
their Tons, as foon as they attained the age of eighteen, to 
ferve in the army, left, trufting to their rocks and mountains, 
they fbould follow the eb^ample of the antient inhabitants, and 
turn robbers 

From Ifauria the emperor marched into Syria ^ where he 
entered upon his third ebnfuMhip, having*Pi7/^r/7«x for his col- 
Icgue ; and, 'early in the fpring, led his army againft the Blemyesy 
a barbarous nation, .dwelling between Egypt and Ethiopia^ 
who had made themfcives matters of Coptos and Ptolemais in 
Thebaisy and ftruck terror into the neighbouring countries. 

Probus defeated them with great Haughter, recovered the 
above-mentioned cities, took a great mumber of the barbarians 
prifoners, and fent them to Romcy where their extraordinary 
figure, fays Vopifeus^ raifed gieat admiration in* the Roman 
people * (F). I'he king of PerfiUy Varranes 11 . alarmed at ng Pcr« 
the fame of the viftorics gained by Probus over fo fierce and fians fue 
warlike a nation, fent embalfadors to him, with rich for peace, 

to fue for peace ; but the emperor, not fatisfied with their 
propofals, refufed the prefents, and fent back the deputies ; 
which fo terrified the king, that he concluded a peace with 
Probus upon his own terms The eaftern provinces being 
thus fettled in peace, the emperor returned 10 Thraccy where 
he allotted lands to one hundred thoufand Bajlarnesy a Scythian 

^rob. vit. p. 239. Ibid. * Ibid. ^ Ibid. 

t 

(K) Pliny had deferibed them (7}. Some writers think, that 
many years before, as a people the ihorenefs of their necks gave 
without heads, and having tjieir rife to this fable, 
mouths and eyes in their breads 

(7; nm. f. V. c. S. 

nation. 
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nation, of whom we fhall have frequent occafion to fpt»k 
hereafter. Thrall remained faithful to him ; but tbeGe* 
^pida^ Juthungiy and Vandah^ to whom he allotted lands in 
the fame ^ovfnce, revolted, while the emperor was cogged 
in domeftic wars, which broke out the following year. From 
Probus Thrace the emperor returned to 'Rme^ and there triumphed 
eriwmphu over the Germans and Blendes ®, and diverted the people, for 
fevera] days together, with all forts of fhews, combats, and 
entertainments. 

And now no foreign nation daring to attempt an invafion, 
peace reigned throughout the whole empire •; but this general 
tranquillity was foon diflurbed by domeftic broils, which firft 
Saturni- broke out in the eaft, where Se^. JuJius Saturninus^ as he is 
ftilcd on the antient coins, was proclaimed emperor. He was. 
Year of fome, a native of Mauritania^ according to 

the flood of Gauly and had diflinguifhed himielf in many wars ; 

27 1 8. reftored tranquillity to Gaul^ to have reco« 

Of Chrift Africa from the^<7OT, and appealed the difhirbances that 
280. had long prevailed in Spain The emperor Aurelian had 
Of Rome appointed him commander of the troops quartered on the 
1028. frontiers of the eaftcurn province-s, and at the fanie time or- 
dered him never to fet foot in Egypt^ fearing, fays VepifeuSy 
as he was well acquainted with the ambitious temper of the 
Gaulsy and the ftrange inclination of the Egyptians to novelty, 
left he might be prompted by them to alfume the fovereignty. 
Notwithftanding this prohibition, Saturninus being led by his 
curiofity to vifit Egypt^ he no fooner appeared at Alexandria^ 
than he was;' by that turbulent and reftlefs people, proclaimed 
emperor. He declined at firft that dignity, and, quitting 
Alexandria^ returned' in great haftc to raleeftine j but after- 
wards apprehending, that what had already happened might 
give Probus no fmall umbrage, and occafion his ruin, he fuf- 
fered himfelf to be proclaimed emperor, fhedding many tears 
amidft the acclamations of the foldiery and populace p. Z0- 
naras writes, that Probus^ who had a great kindnefs for him, 
* not believing he had revolted, cauled tlie perfon to be pu- 
nifhed, who brought him the firft news of his rebellion. He 
afterwards wrote feveral kind letters to him ; but his foldiers 
■ threatening him with death, if he hearkened to, or complied 
with, the emperor^s offers, he was forced to reject tifem. 
Hereupon Probiis difpatched fome troops againft them, whi^b, 
Hiisover^ being joined by others in the eaft, engaged Saturninus^ put 
come and him to flight, and obliged him to Ihelter himlelf in the cita- 
hilled. del of Apamea^ which they took by ftorm, and put the whole 

0 Prob. vit. p. 240. ^ Saturn, vie. p. 244. Zos. p. 663. 

Goltz. p. 116. Birag. p. 309. ^ Sac. vit. p. 249. 

7 . garifon, 
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garifon, together with to the fword. The em- 

pe>t)r, who defigned to p^don him, ihewed no fmall concern 
for hj$ death 

Tup following year, Mejfala and Gratus being confuls, P^curos 
two ufurpera -ftarted up m -Gaul^ Preculus and Bonojus, The 
former was a ;iativc of Alhingatmumt now ^Aibengey fub^ 
je£fc to the republic of Genoa, His anceftors had been famous 
robbers, and had, by their robberi^, acquired immenfe wealth ; 
for Proculus is /aid to have armed two ihoufand Haves of his 
own^ when he revolted. In his youth he had been himfelf 
a robber ; but, entering afterwards into tlie army, he had 
fignalized himfelf by many noble exploits. He was tribune, 
and liad the coimand of feveral kgions, when he took upon 
him the title or emperor, prompted thereunto chiefly by his 
wife, called firil Vftur^ia^ and afterwards Sampfe^ a woman 
of great ambition, ^nd a manly courage ; and by the inha- 
bitants of Lions^ who had been treated^wtth great feverity by 
Aurelian^ and apprehended the like treatment From Probus, 

He was proclaimed emperor at Cologne^ and acknowieged, ac- 
cording to VopiJcuSy in Narhonne Gaul^ Britain^ and Spain, 

The fame writer tells us, that he defeated the Alemanni in 
feveral battles ; but was himfelf at laft overcome by Prebus^ 
and forced to take refuge among the Franks^ from whom he 
pretend; d* to derive his origin. The Franks promifed him B hetrajei 
their afliftance ; but, inftead of performing their promife, h 
they betrayed him to the emperor, by whom he was puniihed 
according to his deferts r. ^ 

Bonosus, or, as be is ftiled on the antient coins, ^ 
nojius^ was defeended of a Spanijh family, but born in Bri- 
tain, His father kept a pubiic fchooJ, and taught children 
the firft rudiments of the Latin tongue. The Ton entered 
early into the army, and raifed himfelf, by degrees, from the 
low rank of a common foldier to the poft of general, and 
was emplcwed as fuch to guard the frontiers of Rhaija ; but, 
having fuffered the Germans to furprife and burn the Roman 
Reet on the Rhine^ his dread of being puniihed for this neglect 
prompted him to aiTume the fovereignty, and caufe himfelf 
to be proclaimed emperor by the troops under his command, ^"^^***^ 
He maintained himfelf in that dignity ^longer than was 
pe^ed, and fought feveral battles 'with Probus ; but, being h e*ver- 
at length reduced to great ftreights, he chofc rather to ftrangle come, and 
hiK!>fslf, than to* fall into the hands of the conqueror lays ^io- 

^ The lent bands 

on bim/tff'. 


^ Sat. vit. p. 249. 


^ Idem, p. 245—247. 


(G) Authors obferve of him, ten men, without being in the 
chat he could drink aa much as Icaft difordered ; and that, by 

drinking 
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The following year emperor entered upoh his fourth 
confuKhip, having Tiheridnus fpr his collegue. The^whoW 
empire now enjoyed a profound tranquillity ; all doiheftft 
troubles were happily appeafed, and foreign enemies awed by 
Pro- the fame of Probus^^ mighty atchievements. However, that 
bus em- the troops might not abandon themfelves to idlehefs, he took 
•ployed bis ^o employ them in many ufeful works, faying. That, 
Joldiers in maintained by the public, they ought either 

tme of fight or labour for the public. As Hannibal therefor^ to 
peace, fome employment for his foldiers, had formerly filled 

Africa with olive-trees planted by them, fo Probus^ for his 
valour ftiled by many a fecond Hannibal,^ employed his troops 
in planting vines on the hills of Gaul^ Panw^a^ and Mcejia^ 
allowing, fays Vopifeus^ the Gapls^ PannonianSy Spaniardsy 
and Britons^ full liberty to cultivate many vineyards as 
they pleafed ; which had been denied them ever fince the 
time of D omit tan The emperor Julian v^xittSy that Probus y 
during hia Ibbrt reign, either rebuilt or repaired feventy cities 
As^the citv of Sirmium^ the place of his nativity, ftood in 
a low marfijy ground, he employed great numbers of his fol- 
diers in digging a canal to convey the waters into the fea. This 


• Prob. vit. R. 240. * JuL. Caef. p. 17. 


drinking with the embalTadors of 
the barbarians, he often difeo- 
vered the fecretb with which they 
were intrufted. Vopifeus tells Ub, 
that the emperor Jurelian mar- 
ried to him a princefs of the royal 
blood of the jGofbs, by name Hu- 
nt h, whom he had taken pri- 
ioner, that Bomfns might, by her 
inean'^, become acquainted with 
the great men among the Goths, 
and difcover, in drinking with 
them, their fecrct views and de- 
figns (8). Hunt la was a woman 
of great wit, beauty, and virtue ; 
and therefore Btobu^, upon the 
deaili of her huihand, not only 
fpared her, and ihe two foas (he 
h:’.d by Bonafuf, but fettled an 
ammal penfion upon the mother, 
, and fuifered the childien tolnjoy 
their paternal dlatc (9). Zojimus 


(i) and Zonaras (2) fpeak of the 
revolt of the governor of Britain, 
whom they do not name ; and 
tell us, that the emperor com- 
plaining of him to a Moor, named 
Vi£lorinus, upon whofe recom- 
mendation' he had preferred him 
to that government, the Muor 
begged and obtained leave to go 
into Britain, and try whether he 
could bring back his friend to a 
fenfe of his duty. Upon his ar- 
rival, he was received by the 
ufurper with great demonftra- 
tions of kindnefs ; which he re- 
quited b.y murdering his old friend 
in the night-time. Ilis death 
put an end to the revolt in jS/ /- 
tain. Wc arc* not told wherfier 
or no Probus approved of this, 
treachery. 


; S ' n:*rf. Tif. ft 2^7. 

(a, p. 2^0. 


Ibid, 


1/ Zt>f. •/. i. p- 66^, 
incenfed 
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incenfed them sgainft him, and their rage was heightened by 
the apprehenfion they were under of. being fooii difbandcd ; 
for the emperor had (aid. That he h6ped in a (hort time tl]tere 
would be no occafion for foldiers or armies. This they could 
not bear ; and therefore the following year, when Probus was 
conful the fifth time with FiSiorinuSy they attacked him with 
great fury, as he was marching fiom one town in lllyricuin 
to another. The emperor had time to retire into an iron 
tower of an extraordinary height, which he himfclf had built, 
to obferve from thence the foldier-s, while they were,at work. 

But thither the incenfed multitude purfued him, and, having 

eafily ftormed the place, as it was defended by the prince 

alone, difpatch^ him with many wounds, after he had lived He ismur- 

fifty, and reigned fix years, and four months (H). He was, dered by 

without all doubt, t>ne of |he beft, as well as of the greatefl 

princes, that ever rpi^ned 2XRome^, After his death, \\\%uoui foldi^ 

family withdrew from Rome^ probablv not to give umbrage 

to his fucceflbrs, and fettled in the nei^ibouihood of Verona 

As for the few writers who flourifhed in his reign, we refer 

the reader to our note (I). 

Upon 

" Prob. vit. p. 241. Ibid. 

(H) His death is aferibed by efteem, ranking him among the 
many to Carus, who fuccceded gods, confecrating temples to his 
him in the empire, and was then name, celebrating with great 
captain of the guards 5 but ^0- pomp his anniverfary, Ci’r. 
pi/cus endeavours to clear him ( 1 ) Under Probus fiourilhed 
from that imputation. The whole Turdulus Galhcanus^ who wrote 
army raifed a llaiely monument a kind of journal, often quoted 
to the honour of the deccafed by Popifius in bis life of Probus^ 
prince, with the following epi- who iblcs the author of it a man 
tapli : Here lies the emperor Pro- of honour and fincerity (3). He 
bus, fwhofe Itfe and manners an- likewife cites M. Salvidien^s^ 
pwered his name. He fubdued all from whom he copied the fpeech 
the barbarous nations^ and con- made by Saturninus, when he 
quered the tyrant^ ^vho ftarted up put Oil the purple, and affumed 
in his time. 'Plie lofs of fo good the title of emperor (4) ; which 
a prince was greatly lamented, prompts us to believe, that 5'^?/- 
not only by the fc;iate and people widienns wrote the hillory of that 
of Rome, but by the barbarians ufurper. Onejimus publifhed the 
themfelves, who dreaded his va- life of Probus, done, according 
lt;<, and revered hib pi obity, clc- to Vopifeus, with great exaftnefs 
r-ifncy, and juftice. His fuccef- (5), and lil^cvvife that of the 
fers honoured his memory with emperor (6). VoJHnsmi\% 

all poflible marks of refpecl and them all three among the Latin 

(3) Proh. nit. />. 233. S.ifitn. vit. p. 245. (f) B^rnf. vlt, 

p. 246. is Cor. v'ji'. p 250, '^6) Idem tbiJ. 

hdlo- 
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fi^rnspra- Upon the death of Carus^ then omtaln of tlw 

cUnmtd praetorian guards, was, by the unanini<?us cement of 

emperor, army, raifed to the empire, as a perfoii ill €l;!ery refpe^ weQ 

Year of qualified to fucceed fo good a prince, fo great a Warrior. Thc!^ 
the flood fenate were well pleafed with the eleSion of Carus i buc^ 
Of ^PK 'ft *^*’®®^***6 the vicious and cruel temper of h is fon Carinut^ word 
Ut Chnft unwilling to confirm the choice of the Ifoldiery, However^ 
Of Rome the power of the army, arid delirous to main- 

1020 ^ tranquillity eftabliflied by Prohus^ they 

at lafi acknowleged Carus^ and conferred upon him the ufiial 
titles and honours Of his family and! anceftors we know 
His ex- but very little. Some^ (ay, that he wa:i by, birth a Ronum^ 

traaion but by defcent an Illyrican ; others, that he^hs born in tilp* 

and pre- ricum, but of Carthaginian paren|i. In i journal quoted by 

ferments, Popifeus, he is ftiled a native of Alilan The two FiaorSf 
Eutropiusf and feveral others, will have him to have been 
bom in Narbonne, Tne emperor himfelf pretended, that his 
anceftors were originally Romans Hie raifed himfelf, by 
degrees, to the chief employments in the Hate, both civil and 
military. He had been conful ; for the confuJfliip, which he 
took after his acceffion to the empire, is called his fecond con* 
fulfliip. ProbuSy after having employed him in moft of his 
expeditions, appointed him captain of the guards, in which 
office he gained the aiFe£tions of the foldiers to fuch a degree, 
that, upon the death of ProbuSy they all agreed to raife him 
to the empire in his room. That prince entertained a mighty, 
opinion of the prudence, juftice, and integrity of Carus ; as 
appears from a letter quoted by Vepifeus^ which he wrote to 
the fenate in his behalf, defiring them to reward his eminent 
fervices, by ere£ling to him an equeftrian ftatue, and building 
him an houfe at the public charge, for which the emperor 
himfelf promifed to fupply the neceiTary marble 

^ Car. vit. p. 243. >' Ibid. * Ibid. p. 249. 

* Ibid. p. 242. 

hiflorians (7 ) ; and mentions a four years between Probes and 
Creek hiflorian, by name Ona- Cmjtantine. Suidas aferibes to 
fimus, a native of Sparta or Cy- Onafimus feveral philological and 
prus^ who livol, according to other works (8). About the 
. Suidas t under Conftantine^ and lame time flouriflied another fo- 
was both a fophift and hiftoiian. phifty named likewife Onafimus i 
Perhaps Onefimus awid Onafimus hut who was a native of Athens 
were one and the fame peribn, (9). 
there having palTed but ewenty- 

(7) Vofi, hjftt Lett /. ill f. 4. p, 2841 (8) Suid, p, 523. (9) Idem 

ibid, 

Carus 
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^ Carus was Aofoonyiettled in the empire, than he gure He cttates 
'ibe title of Cafar to his two Tons Carinus and Numerianus^ his two 
of whom the former was a youth intirely abandoned to all fins Cae- 
manner of wickednefs, and the latter endowed with every 
good quality requifite in a prince. Some writers pretend, 
that at the fame time he declared them his partners in the 
empire, giving them equal power and authority with himfelf ; 
but, on the medals of this year 282. the firil of Carus^B reign, 
his two fons are only ftilcd Cigars The Sarmatians no 
fooner heard of the death of Prohus^ than they broke into 
lUyricum and Thrace^ over-ran thofe countries, and threatened 
Italy icfelf. He^lirupon CaruSy drawing together his forces, 
marched againft the ^ barbarians ; and coming, after feveral 
fkirmifhes, to a gencr^ engagement with them, cut fifteen Defers 
thouCind of them in pieces, took twenty thoufand prifoners, the Sar- 
and obliged the reft to abandon the Reman dominions, and matianj* 
retire into their own country ; whither he would have pur- 
fued them, had he not been informed, that the Perfians were 
ready to invade the eaftern provinces with a mighty army, 
under the condu£l of their king Farranes II. a warlike prince, 
vAio had lately flgnalized himfclf againft the Segetani^ and 
intirely reduced that brave and powerful people. Upon this 
intelligence, Carus^ committing the care of the weftern pro- 
vinces to his eldcft Ton Carinus^ and taking with him Nume-* 
rldnus^ left Thrace^ and, crofting over into Afia^ matched 
ftrait to Antioch, and thence into Mefopotamia ; which the 
Perfians, who, it feems, had already leized that province, 
abandoned at his approach. From Mejopctanita he advanced Gain: 
into Perfia \ laid Wdfte the country far and wide ; and, meet- gteat a&- 
ing with no oppolition, as the Perfians were then engaged in vantays 
a civil war, he bcheged and took the famous cities of Seleuda o-utr tin 
and Ctefiphon, with iUche^ which was a place of great ftrength 
on the other fide the Tigris^ and, as it were, the citadel of 
Ctefiphon For thcTc conqiicfts he took the furname of Per- ^^‘leucia 
ficus^ whic h we read on moll of bis coins He was bent 
upon uttw*rly ruining the Perfian monarchjKv and would, in 
all likelihood, have facceeded in that great defign, the Per- 
fians being then divided among themfelves, had he not been 
pt evented by death, which overtook him in the neighbourhood Hss deaths 
of Ctefiphon, while he was preparing to purfue his conquefts 
beyo!:.id that city, which th;; Romans, as Was pretended, were 

} • 

^ Birag. p. 446. ® Car. vit. p. 2jo, Greg. Naz. 

orat. iv, p. 1 15. Birag. p. 419. Spanii. 1 . v. p. 419. 
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by an-aotrsiit to do (K)« Jj^t rcigncijf^ 4c«* 

cording to the moft prob^m opinion, a y and four 
He was conful litrhen bejdied, and had his toJX*'Ckn^imiS (ofhh 
, collegue in that dimity. 

Numefia- Upon the death of Carus^ his fon Nunurumusvm im* 
nos pro mediately faluted by the whole army with the title of cm* 
daimid peror. As to his other fon, Carinus^ he was then in Gifulp 
omperor, and had been rwifed by his father to the fovereignty before he 
fet out for the Perftan war. Nunurianus^ grieved beyond px- 
preflion for the death of his father, broke up his camp, and 
began to retire. As his eyes, weakened wi& the great quan- 
tity of teats he had Ihed, could not bear t^ light, he caufed 
himfelf to be earned in a clofe litter. ArrnS Aper^ his father- 
in-law, and captain of the gustds, wht> had free accefs to 
laid hold of that opportunity to murder him privately, 
dtred. With a defign to rat^e himfelf to the empire. The body of 
the deceaftd prince he left in the litter, telling the foldters, 
whp wanted to fee their emperor, that he fould not endure 
the ail, and driving in the mean time to gain them over to 


(K) Junius Calpumius^ one of 
the emperor's (ecretaries, gave 
the following account of his 
death, in a letter which he wrote 
to the governor o^Rome : “ While 
** Caras, our truly dear prince, 
lay Tick in his tent, a violent 
dorm broke out, attended* with 
dre-idful flalhes of lightning, 
** and cUps of thunder. Day 
** was all on a fudden turned into 
•* night, and the air darkened to 
** iuch a degree, that we could 
** nocdifcirn one another. While 
we were under the uemoit 
** conihrnation, frightened and 
“ difinayed, after a clap of thun- 
der more loud and terrible 
** than all the reil, wc heard one 
“ cry out, The entpefor is dead, 
** Soon alter, his chambcriaius, 
** dilfraflcd with grief, fet hre 
** to ills Cent ; which gave riie 
“ to the reporf, that be wus 
** killed wiCii lightning ; but it 


** is certain, that he died of his 
** illnefs.” Thus one of his fe- 
cretaries, whofe letter Vnpijcus 
produces, to confute thofe who 
afenbed the emperor'i death to 
divine vengeance, for his attempt- 
ing to extend his conquefts be- 
yond Ctejipbon (i). However, 
the two V i 3 ors, Eutropius, Rstfus, 
Feftus, ApoUinarts, ^tdomus, St. 
jerom, hufebtus, Georgius $yn^ 
ceiluj, and Zonaras, write, that 
he was killed, and his tent burnt, 
with liahtning. He had begun 
the fecond year of his reign, and 
his death happened between the 
eighth of December, of this year 
283 and the twelfth esTJanumy, 
of the year enfuing ; for his name 
is prchxed to all the laws that 
were publilhed till the eighth of 
December, and thole of Carinas 
and Numerianas to a law •dated 
the twelfth of January, of the 
year 284 (a^. 


(i) C t vit ;6. 256. (2) r>/>r at P 4?. Cod. /. V. tie 71. 

/*„ 7. />. ^09. /, VII# fit. t F p ^<.4 \orif. JeDioc/tf .. 1. p. 9. 

his 



lAr own lOtMfl!, TUe i^sei ^ 4 v yi 9 m thui 6 irried thrte dip ; 
but» 08 it began in the end to be offenfive to the fniell, the 
crime vm difcovered fooner than Aptr exp^dcd, and he im- 
mediately feized, no one doubting but he had bfc<rn the author 
of the murder, 

Ul^Otr the death of Numeriarus^ the army with one voice Dioclefian 
proclaimed emperor. Such waa the unhappy end rtfi>^r0 

of I^umerianus^ after he had reigned about eight months. He the empire, 
was killed near fleraclea in Thraa^ as he wai leading his army Year of 
back into Italj, All the antients fpcak of him as a prince 
endowed with every good quality becoming a perfon of his *724 
rank (L). Some writers flounfhed in his time, of whom in 
our note (M). . 284 

• blOCLE-Of 

101(2. 

(L) He was an excellent ora- wis wmten before the year joo. 
tbr, and is iaid to have once fent by Faitus Cettltanus, whofe dili- 
fuch an eloquem fpeech to the genet and exadnefs he commends 
feoate, that a ftatue was decreed (f ) ; and that of Cannks m par- 
him, to be fet up in the Ulptan ticular^ by Fulutut Afptianue^ 

‘ library, with this infer iption, T® whofe fcrupulons exaftnefs, and 
Namerianus Csfar, the mofi elo- too great care to omit nothing, 
quent oratkr of his age. In poe- rendereS his work extremely ic- 

he far furpaiTcd all the writers dious (6). Aufchus ApolUnaru 
of his time, and left feveral pieces likewife wrote the life of Carus, 
behind him, both in verfe and probably m iambics ; for be was 
profe, which were mightily extol- a poet, and is laid to have taken 
led by the learned (3) He had delight in that kind of verfe (7) 
often declamed in public, and it Voflius ranks thefe three among 
was probably of him that Cal the Latin writers (8). A few 
pburniBJ, a celebrated poet of eclogues, and part of a poem on 
thofe times, faid. That he di- the chace, by M Olympius Neme 
verted himfclf with pleading, yS^zwif/, have reached our t mes He 
while he was ilill in hib mother^ likewile wrote fome pieces on 
arms (4) , that 1% when he was iithing and naviguion, and was 
Very young Both he and his highly eftccrocJ in tiiole days (9). 
father weie ranked among He is fuppofed to have been a 
the gods, had temples and diVine native of Carthage^ where his 
honours decreed them, lAc It work**, in the time of Hincmat^ 
appears from fome medalb, that were publicly read in the fchools 
the latter had impioufly affumed (t). He inlcnbed his poem on 
the utle of god before his death the chace to CurtnusSLSid Nume 
(5) iianujf after the death of their 

(M) tells us, that the fatbits chat^is, after the year 
life of Caeui and his children 284 He had not yet, at that 

(3^ A'um p 251 , (4) Ca/p tchg i r 4^, ^5) i^pani, 

/ V p. 419. (f) Cat vtt. p 249,250 it) Ibii p S54. ( ) Ibtd, 

p 251 (?) Ff btjl let in f 4 p 1^*4 NimeJ, p 50S, 

511 Car •vt p z u (t) Voff pint Lot p 53 
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jHfi ex- DlocLESiAN was defcended nf a mean and ibfcim fimitf 
iraaioti, in Dalmatia^ dicing, according to Tome, the ion of a notary 1 
prefer- and of a Have, according to others : nay, f^iUmr the youngjsr 
mentSf &c. tells us, diat he was himfelf, in his youth, Qave to a fenatoTf 
named Anulinus^ who afterwards gave him his liberty The 
name, both of his mother, and the place of his birth, was 
DiocUa s whence he was called Diodes till his acceilion to 
the empire, when he gave his name a Latin found and ter- 
mination^ calling himielf Diodtfianus ^ He entered early 
into the army, and, by degrees, raifed himfelf to the fiift 
military employments (N). Dieclejtan ferved with great credit 
under Probusy who gave him the command of the troops 
quartered in Mcefia 8. He attended Carus in his expedition 
againd the Perjtansy and diftinge/ifbed lumfelf in that war« 
Synceltus tells us, that he was raifed by that prince to the 
confuKhip He had^ at the time of Numerianus^o death, 
the comm^ind of the guards that attended the emperor’s per- 
fon, and were fuperjor in rank to the praetorian guards, 9$ 
we have obferved above K He was a great mailer of civil 
affairs, prompt at forefeeing events, dextrous at concerting 
fchemes, naturally inclined to violent meafures, but at the 
fame time madcr of Ips temper ^ an enemy to all ufelefs ex- 
pen ( es, and a great encourager of learning, though from hii 
youth he had been brought up in the camp, and bad never 

« VicT, epit. p. 542. ^ Idem ibid. s Zonar. tom. U« 

p. 243. Syncel. p. 387. * See before, p. 299. 

time, been at court, nor icen the fame perfon. 

Pome (2). Four other eclogues (N) We arc told, that, while 
have reached our times, fuppofed he yet ferved in an inferior poll, 
to have been written by T. CaL a woman, by profeifion a Druidy 
pburniuSy or Calpurniusy a native in whofe houfe he lodged, up- 
of Sicily f and to have been in> braiding him with covetoufnefs, 
feribed to Nemefiavm. In the he anfwcred her in jell, 1 fiall 
lirll mention is made of deeJa- be more generous nuhen I am em- 
mations made by a prince, fup- peror. lou are joking. Diodes, 
pofed to be Numerianus, alrooft replied the Druid; but 1 tell you 
in his infancy ( 3 ). Scaliger XAkts in good earnejl, that you njoill 
f the fports that were exhibited by attain the empire after you hanie 
Carinm and Numerianus to be the killed a boar. This is fuppofed 
iubjeft of the lall eclogue (4). to have happened in the cit/'bf 
Perhaps Junius Qdpurnimy fe- Tongres, in the prefent bilhoprkk 
cretary to Carus, and the above- of Liege (5}. 
mentioned poet, were one and 

fz) Newer, ryn. ver. 64. p, 5*9, & wtr. 77. 8r. (i) CoIpuT. p. KOr, 

( 4 ) SeahgM in Rujeb. tbfon, f, 153, (^j Car» vit» p, 252 , 


applied 


7 



C 3dt|V. IfSlj^ltcimn 

aMiMd Ki»(i#'tp vsf ihid^ut that of the mih’tai^ art, in 
the knowlege of imch he was equal to the femous com- 
itiatidert of antient times LaSiantius chaises him with 
cotvftrdice, and fays, that he avoided, as much as he well 
could, expoiing hfs perfon to dangers He was, according 
to Eutrspiut^ naturally covetous, and bent upon amafling 
liches by any means whatever By his wife Prifia be had 
a daughter, named Galtria V^ltria^ who was married %q 
M aximinus Galerius ; but proved barren ^ (O). 

DiocLESiAN, being, by the unanimous confent of the 
nrmy, proclaim^ emperor, in the manner we have related 
above, afcended the tribunal ; and, after having harangued 
the foldters, and folemnly declared, upon his oath, that be 
had been no-way acceflbry or privy to the death of NunKtria- 
ft^s^ he caufed ^er to be brought before him, reproached 
Kim in bitter terms with the murder of his prince and fon- in- 
law, and then, defcending from the tribunal, drew his fword, H4pun 
and buried it in his breafi, faying, Tou Jhall have the honour^ Aper te 
Aper, is fail hy an illufirious hand. The new emperor dtatb. 
would not have begun his reign with an a£lion that favoured 
6f cruelty, had it not been to fulfil the above-mentioned pro- 
phecy of the Druid ^ the word aper ffgnifying in the Latin 
tongue a boar ; whence, in feeing Aper fall, he ci ied out, 

/ Save at length killed the fatal bear (P). Dieclejian waa 
proclaimed emperor at Chalcedony on the feveateentb of Sep- 
umber y of the year 284. which epoch is the more remarkable, 
as it is the beginning of a new aer^, called. The ara of Dio- The rra 
clefian, and fojraetimes, The ara of martyrs y which for many of Diocle* 
ages obtained in the church, and is ftill in ufe amongft the fian. 
Qophts in Egypty the AbyJfineSy and fome other African na- 


^ Prob. vit. p. ^41. Macria. vit. p. 96. Carsn. vit. p. 251. 
^ Lact. pcrfccuc. c 7. & 9. ® Eutrop, p. 586U « Lact. 

ibid. p. Birag. p, 444. 


( O ) Both the mother and the boars with hit own hand ^ 
daughter favoured, and, accord- and adds* that, when he faw Au^* 
ing to LaSantmi, once profeiled, r^eliamy TacituSy Prehuty Carmsy 
the Chriftian religion ; for that and his two fons, caifod to the 
writer reckons them among the empire before him,^ henfed plea- 
Brfl, who, terrified with the me- fontly to iky before Maximiatty 
naces of tkieclefiany defiled them- and our hiOpriaiiTt grandfather 
folves with impure facrifices (6). (for to thefe two alone he im- 

(P) Popi/eus tells us, that, parted the prophecy), That be 
mindful of the prediftion, he killedy hut otben enjoyed^ the hoar 
(jhoye always in hunting to kill (7}. 

{S) Luff, ferjeeut, e. 1$. i2, 13. (7} Car, mit, / £$2. 

1 i 3 tions^ 
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tiens. The firft year of thia nMi beguu wlthlthe 
year, on the twenty-ninth of Augu/i^ of 284. 

DioclsAian made his public entry into NUmtdta on 
* twenty-feventh of Septmbir^ of this year ; and fpent the K-i 
maining months ili making the necefTary preparations to op* 
pofe Carinus^ who, hearing of his brother’s death, and 
aflumption of Dioclejian^ had left Qaul^ and was haftening^, 
at the head of a powertul army, into Illyricum, The fol- 
lowing year Carinus took upon him h s third confulfhip, having 
Arijiobuhtf^ his captain of the guards, for his collegue s and, 
arriving in Venetian oifercaine there and flew one Juliams^ 
governor of that province, who had caufed himiuf to he 
proclaimed emperor Elated with this vidory, he advanced 
into lUyricum^ where he fought Ifcveral battles with D'mh^ 
Jtan^ whom he intirely defeated in a general engagment near 
Margum^ a city on the Danube in Upper Mcefta \ out, while 
7 he dentb he was purfuing the enemy, he was killed by fome of his own 
9f Cari- men, fhrred up againft him by a tribune, whofe wife he had 
n«s. debauched. Thus Aurelius Vi^or q. But Eutrepiiis writes, 
that he was betrayed by his own army, and killed by Dia- 
deftan r. Be that as it wHl, Diodejian, feeing himfelf, by 
the death of his rival) become foie matter of the empire, 
marched to Rome % and, having efliablilbed his authority there, 
fet out foon after for Germany, where he gained feveral ad- 
vantages over the Alemanni, who had made an irruption into 
CauL The fame year his generals fought with fuccefs againft 
the inhabitants of Britain, who, it Teems, had attempted tO 
fliake off the yoke. Fpr thefe vi£lones he affumed the fur* 
names of Cermanicus and Britannieus, as appears from an 
infcription dated the fecond year of hb reign •. From Ger^ 
many he returned through lUyricum into the Eaft } for he was 
at Sirrntum on the firft day of the following year % and at 
Nicomedia on the twenty-fiift of January The next con- 
fills were Junius Maximus the fecond time, and Fettius AquU 
linus. 

Biodefian This year Diocelejian took Maximian, ftiled on the an* 
takes tient coins M, Aurelius Valerius Maximianus, for his coIt* 
Maximian legue, and partner in the empire. Maximian was born of 
Jbr his obfeure parents, in a viflage near Sirmium in Pannonia ; but, 
partner h entering early into the army, had fignalized himfelf by many 
the empire^ noble exploits, and was reckoned one of the beft coinmatiders 
of his time* AIF the antients paiiu him as a man of a lAoft 

• EuTYCH.p. 58c. Aua. VicT. p. J24. P Aua. Vict. 
spit. p. C24. ^ loemibid. ^ Eutrop. p. 58c ■ Noaia, 

de DioclBf. nuai. c. 4. p. 19, ao. * Cod. Jofwi. fe vi. tit. ai. 
leg. 6 . p. « Idem, tit. 9. 1 ^. 3. p. 530. t 

* criel 
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criiel aod fkngi temper, aii4lui<tided to ell manner of wick* 
edneb ; but, at the fame time, extol his courage, his expe^ 
rknce in military affairs, and his inviolable attachment to 
with whom he had lived many years in great 
friendfliip. The emperor, therefore, who had no iiTue male, 
and repofed an intire confidence in Maximian^ chofe him for 
his partner in the empire, veiled him with the tribunitial 
and proconfular power, and honoured him with the title of 
Auguftus (C^)« Aurelius ViHor tells us, that Dioclefian was in* 
duced to take Maximian for his p&rtner in the empire, chiefly 
by the difturbances which happened this year in Gaul^ where 
two commanders, Aulus Pempontus Mlianus^ and Cn, Salvius 
AmanduSi having ^flemble^ a great number of vagabonds, 
robbers, and peafants^ecaufed themfelves to be proclaimed em- 
perors. 

Maximian, leaving Z>iWi^((7n inNicomedia^ haftened into A rebel- 
Qaul } and there, with the troops quartered in that province, Uon in 
defeated the rebels, and reftored the province to its fiprmer Gaul 
tranquillity ^ (R}. Maximian was employed againft prrffed 

Maxi- 

^ Aur. VicT. p, 524. mian. 


(0^) Some authors write, that 
Dhchjhne not only took him for 
his coUegue in the fovereignty, 
but divideid the empire with him, 
referving to himfelf the eaflern 
provinces, and leaving to Maxi- 
man, Italy, Africa, Spain, and the 
reft of the weftern countries (8). 
Maximian had by his Wife Ga- 
leria Valeria Eutrepia, by birth 
a Syrian, Maxentius, who ufurp- 
ed the empire at Rome, and Fau- 
fia, the wife of Cenfiantine the 
Great. Maxentfus was, by Tome, 
thought to have been a fuppofi- 
titious child (9). Eutrefia had, 
by a former husband, a daugh- 
ter, ftiled on the antient coins 
Flawa Maxtmtana ^het'dera, 
vifhoiaitMaximian married to Con- 
fiaatius Cblorus (i}, of whom 
hereafter. 

(R) The revolted peaiants 


were called Bacaudar, or Bagau* 
da, the etymology of which ap- 
pellation has puzzled the beft an- 
tiquaries. S. Maure des Fojfes, 
about three fhorc miles from 
Paris, was formerly called the 
caflle of the Bagaudse, being built, 
according to a tradition which 
obtained in the feventh century, 
by Jsdtus Cafar, in the penin* 
Tula formed by the Marne, and 
fortified with a rampart and 
ditches, which defended the en- 
try left open by the nver. The 
Bagauda are laid to have held 
out there a long time againft 
Maximian, who at length made 
himfelf mafter of the caftle, le- 
veled it with the ground, and 
filled up the d^cher; which, 
however, ggve to the place its 
prefent name (2). 


(8) Non/, de Dmlef. num. Lattan. perftt;. e, 8. p. 8. 157. (^) Pifl. 

eptt p $42. yuiiaa. orat> 1, p 9. (i) Lutrop, p^ {%) Vtde 

I^u Qeege gldfer, rntd* & iffpm* Latimtut.p. 66|, 66a* 
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the rebels in GauU Dioclefian wm making gr^ prepar^tioat 
in the Eaft, in ordtf to rtcovtt^ijfopotamia mm th^ i^erv 
Jians^ whO) afrer the death of Carinufi had feized that pwr 
vince. But Varranfs 11. at that time king of Pirfia^ cbol^ 
Vather to reftore what he had taken from the Rsmans^ than 
to engage in a war, which, he apprehended, would prove long 
and dangerous i*. Mention is made of fome advantages gained 
this year by Dmltftan over the Saraans y. He was the kil; 
day of this year at Tibirias in Palajiine^ as appears from tht 
date of fome laws in the code The following year 287 . 
DUcUfum entered upon- his third confullhip, and maxmian 
upon nis firft. The former from Palatjiine paiTcd into Panna^ 
nia^ as appears from the date of feveral laws enaded this 
year * ; but what called him intofthat province, or he 
performed there, we arc no*where tola. As for MaxinSen^ 
he was attacked in Gaul by the AUmanni^ the Butgundtam^ 
the Heruli^ whom Btuherius places on the coafis of the Bal^ 
Hi utttr* fca, and by feveral other barbarous nations 5 who were all 
If dejeati overccfne by Maximian^ and deftroyed, either by the fword,' 
/p>tral famine, MamertinuSy in his panegyric upon this prince, 

German perhaps not without fome exaggeration, that of fucfaf 

nauom. immenfc multitude, not one was left alive to carry back 
the news of their overthrow 

The fame year, Caraitjius, a native of Gaul^ having, by 
Maximian^s orders, built a fleet at Boulogm, gained great 
advantages over the Franks and Saxonsy vyho began to iaKdli^ 
the feas with piracies ; and, in feveral engagements by land, 
made a dreadful havock of the German nations that had broke 
into Celtic Gaul. However, as he kept, and applied to his 
own ufe, the booty which he had taken from the barbarians, 
inftead of returning it to the proprietors, Maximian refolved 
Caranflui to put him to death ; but CmauJiuSy having timely notice of 
rtfjiltsy his dcfign, pafled over into Britain with the fleet under Jiia 
and feines command ; and there taking upon him the title of emperor, 
Britain, acknowlegcd by all the troops quartered in that ifland^. 

He afterwards caufed a great number of velTels to be built, 
levied new forces, called the barbarians from the continent to 
his affiftance, and, by inftru61ing them how to work theijr 
{hips, and fight by Tea, maintained himfelf a long time in 
fofleffion of the iimd, in fpite of the utmofi efforts of AUxi^ 
mian, ^ 

* Panegyr. orat. i- p. la^— -132. r Panegyr, p. 13s, 

* Cod. Juft. I iv. tit. 40. te. 3 . p. bi V. ‘ Cod, Juft. 1. v. tie. 

42. leg. 3. p. 487. ► raiiegyr. 10. p. 125 « Etitrop. 

p. 585. Avr. Vict. p. 524, PftBSgyr. 8. p. 108. 


Thjs 



orav. ^ ife Ronu^i 489 

folbnrlngrar JIftf was MnfMi thcfecond tiiiie» Year of 
ygmanuj. manurtinus^ his pan^rift, tells i|S» that on the flood 
ficft day of his confullhip, news being brought to Treves^ 2728. 
Where he men was, that the barbarians had made an irruption Chrift 
into Gault tmd were but a fmall di&ince from that city, he 
immediatdy ijuitted hb coiifuhr robes, put on hb armour, 
and, mounting his horfe, marched againil the enemjs cut 
moft of them in pieces, and the fame day re-entered Treves 
id triumph Soon after, he croiTed the Rhine ; and, enter- the 
, ing Germanyt laid wafte the enemy's country, took a great 
humber of captives, and returned to Gaul loaded with booty fians a f§^ 
iThefe exploits ftrudk fuch terror into the Franks ^ tond time. 
two of their kings^^ Atec and Gembaudt fubmitted to him. Gains 
defir^ him to Confirm them iii their refpe£live kingdoms ^ ^reat ad- 
From an antient infcripcion it appears, that both Dieclefian wantages 
and Maximsan took the fur names of Fnancicust AlemannicuSy ewer the' 
and Germanieus *. Mantes tims fpeaks of fome viftorics gained Fmaka, 
by Maximian^s generals over a fickle and deceitful natimy 
meaning, no doubt, the Franks \ for fuch was, at leaft in 
thofe times, the charader of that people K Dieclefian like- 
wife entered Germany this year on &e fide of RhxttUy and is 
faid to have extended the bounds of th» empire to the fprings 
of the Danube 

The next year Bafius being conful the fecond time, with 
^uintianusy Claudius Mamertinus pronounced his famous pa- 
nt^ric on the emperor Maximian in the city of Trevesy as b 
commonly believed, the em^or hloifelf being prefent. As 
'he was then affismbling on the coaft ot Gaul the (hips which 
he had caufed to be built in feveral parts, with a defign to at- 
tack Caraufius in Britainy his panegyrift promifes him certain 
vidory over that rebel But it happened quite otherwifej 
for Caraufius\ men, who had been trained to the fea-fervice, 
eafily put to flight thofe who were Cent againft them, difperfed 
fhe emperor’s fleet, and drove them on the coaft of Gauly 
where moft of* them were daflied in pieces. Maximian^ to 
cover the difgrace of this defeat, gave out, that the Tea had 
not proved favourable to him, and that he only put off the 
war to a more convenient fe^on. But, in the mean time, Britain 
fie began a treaty with Caraufius y wberem it was concluded, giw* up 
that hp ibould enjoy the government of Britainy as d)e more Carau- 
propefperfon, on account of his llftll in fearaffairs, to defend hus. * 

^ Panegyr. p. 125. • Ibid. p. 226. ^ Valss. rer, 

Prancic. 1 . i. p. 1 x, 12. * Idem ibid. ^ Paneg. to. p. 127. 

^Ideai»p- 126. I* Idem, p. 128. 


the 
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the iflind againft the invtfions ofKhe barbariuit’ (S). Tlijb 
waft Britain^ treaty, giRcn up to Caraufiut^ wbO' govern<3 
it, with the title of emperor, for the fpace of fix or ievexl 
'years, reckoning from this treaty, or, what Teems moft pro- 
bable, from the time he firft fcixed it Our authors tell UH 
that he repaired and fortified the wall of Severus^ and gained 
Tome advantages over the barbarians The fame year, 
gained a complete vidory over the Sarmatians, the 
or, rather, Juthunga^ and Eununius 

* writes, tluit the whole nation of the Sarmatians was cut off; 
and the province of Dacia^ which they had feized, reunited 
to the empire u. For thefe victories, Dioelejian aflumed the 
furname of Sarmaticus^ as appear^ from feveral antient coins 
and inferiptions r. 

The next confuls were Dmlejian the fourth time, and 
Maximian the third. 'The former gained this year fome con- 
fiderable advantages over thi^ Saracens^ i and then, leaving 
the eaftern provinces, returned to Illyricum^ and, from 7/^- 
rlcum, entered Italy by the Alpts yulia in the depth of win- 
ter. Maximian at the fame time left Gatd ; and, pafiing the 
Tht twa Alpes Cottia^ met Dioelejian at ABlan ; where the two empe- 
emperors fOTS held feveral private conferences, the fubjeft whereof is 
met at mentioned by hiftorians, and then returned to their re- 
Mi™, fpeflive armies (for they came attended only by a fmall guard) ; 
but were received in all the cities through wnich they paffed, 
with the greatefl: demonfirations of joy imaginable. The fol- 
lowing year, Tiherianus, and Dic^ the Ton, or rather grand- 
Ton, as is conjectured, of the celebrated hiftorian, being 
confuls, a bloody war broke out among the barbarians, both 
in the North, and in Africa. The Gotht^ having overcome 
the Burgundians dwelling on the banks of the Danube^ were 
intent upon utterly extirpating that rival nation ; but the 
Burgundians were powerfully fupported by the Alani^ and 
the Tervinga. Another Gothic nation, entering into a con- 
federacy wich the Taifala^ made war upon the Fandalf^ and 
the Gapida, In Africa the Blemyes were at war with the 

* Eutrop. p. 586. Aur. Vict. p. 525 ® UssER. rer. 

Brit. p. 586. Alford, annal. Brit. p. 285. 0 p^neg. 1 1. 

P* >32* * 33 * * Paneg.8. p. 105. 107 f Noris. Dio- 

clef. nuiD. c. 4. p. 23. fiiRAG. p. 426. ^ Paaeg. 1 1. p. 

(S) This agreement is marked hands, with this leg^, Coneqf 
on all Caraujim\ coins, which i/a Augg (3). 
ireprefent t^o emperors fhaking 

(3} ie Dicelef, tmm^ c, 4. p. 22, 23, 


Ethia^ 
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tnd dw were.eng^eed in a civil war, 

l 4 eilher WfliS Fer;/la exempt from civil aitturbance^raifod by 
iijffmifdaf who, revolting from his brother Varr^H XL en- 
devoured to drive him from the throne, and feize it for him*r 
feir, being fupported in bis unjuft pretenCons by feveral Per^ 
fian lords, and fome foreign nations ^ 

The barbarians being thus diverted from making inroads 
into the empire, all the provinces fubjeA to Rome enjoyed this 

J ear a profound tranquillity, which, however, was but fhort- 
;ved ; for the following year, 292* when Jnnibalianus and 
Afckpiodoius were confuls, the empire was in great danger of 
being torn in pieces by foreign as well as domeftic enemies. 

Not to mention who ftill held Britain^ the ^eempirg 

delivered from tbeir mteftine broils, broke into Mtfi- ihreauntd 
potaiHaf and threatened Syria, The ^mnqutgentiani^ 
haps fo called, becaufe they were quinjme gentes^ that is, 
nations^ joined in confederacy againft the Rjomans^ over* ran 
Africa \ M, Aurelius Julianus revolted in Italy ^ and caufed 
himfelf to be proclaim^ emperor ; the fame title was afTumed 
at Alexandria in Egypt by Achilleus^ ftiled on his coins Z. 

Epidius Achilleus *. The two emperors, alarmed at the dan- 
ger which threatened the empire, and not thinking themfelves 
alone able to oppofe fo many enemies at once, refolved to 
ftrengthen their intereft with the affiftance of others, and to 
name each of them a Cafar^ who (bould fucceed them in 
the empire, and, jointly with them, defend the Roman do- 
minions both againft foreign invadeys, and domeftic ufurpers. 

Purfuant to this refolution and agreement, Dioclejian chofe The tw9 
Maximinus Galerius \ and Maximian^ Conjlantiusy furnamed emperors 
Chlorus ; who were each of them vefted with the tribunitial 
and proconfular power, and honoured with the titles of em~ Caelars. 
peror^ father of their cowitry^ high pontif &c, which had 
hitherto been peculiar to the (overeign ^ I'he two emperors, 
the better to cement the union between them and their C/e- 
fars^ obliged them to put away their wives, and marry others i 
upon which Conjlantius married Theodora^ daughter-in law 
to Maximian ; and Galerius^ Valeria^ the daughter of Dio^ ^ 
cleftan “ (T), 

After 

11. p. 1 3 1 — 137. • AuR.VicT.epit p. 524, 

EuTR^p.’p. 585. Birag. p. 430. Goltz. p. U2. > Eutrop, 

p. 585. Aur. VicT. p. 524. Grut. p. 166. Euseb. 1 . viii. 
c. 17. p. 315. " ViCT. ibid. Eutrof. p 586. 

(T) Soirie authors write, that in that dignity with great ib- 
both the Cafars were named by lemnity the firit day of March 
J^hcl^an, and by him inftateo of this year 292. on a rifing 

ground^ 
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fbi Artsit the oominatloti of the two QBjSn% ths 

firt di- was divid^ into four parts : Dmlefian choie for himfelf 
wdtd countries Seyond the Mgaan fea ; Thratt and lUynam 
fim- part j^zlloitpd to GaMut i Italy and Africa^ with the adjaoefte 
j iflands, to Maximan % and GauU Britain^ and Spain^ with 
toe flood Mauritania lingitana^ to Confiantius, 

Of 'ft thcfe-prmccs governed the provinces that fell to 

ut their (hare with an abfolute fway ; but the other three paid 
Qf^Rft iiy ^gr^^t deference to DtocUfian^ acknowleging thcmfelves hi« 
logo. to him for the pojwcr they enjoyed, and looking upon 

him as their common father. An intirc onion and concord 




reigned among them, each of them carefully avoiding to 
fume any fuperiority over the reft^ or to give the leaft motive 
of jealoufy or umbrage to his coHegufs^. From this, time 
forward, ''the empire continued almoft conftantly drvMed ; 
but, at the fame tinne, each emperor was looked upon as 
mafter of the whole. Hence, to the laws, which any of them 
cna6^ed, were always prefixed the names of his coUegueajh 
and likewife to all the requefb and petitions that 
nt rvils them. This multiplicity of princes was ntlenoi^ 

attinding inconveniences, ai^ is therefore much exclaimed 

Mf divi- againft by LaRantiust^ who aferibes it to the cowardice of 
Diodejian^ unwilling to expofe his own perfon to danger^t. 
As each of the four fovereigns would have as many officers, 
both civil and military, and the fame number of forces, as had 
been maintained by the ftate when governed only by one 
emperor, there were more foldiers to pay, than people to fup-^ 
ply the necefTary Aims. Hence the taxes and impofts were 
jnereafed beyond meafure, the inhabitants in the feveral pro- 
vinces reduCM to beggary, the lands left untilled for want of 
hands, In proportion as the people grew leA able to pay 
the heavy taxes laid upon them, the number of the oflicers 
was increafed to exadl them by force. Thus was the empire 
greatly weakened, and almoft quite ruined r, Italy itfelf^ 
which had hitherto only fupplied with provifions the court, 
and the troops attending it, was obliged to pay the fame tcL- 


Euseb. L viii. c. 17, p. 315 VtcT. p.524; 
perf. c. 7. p. 6. V Idem, p. 6—8. 


Lact« 


grounda gjbout three miles from 
Nicmedia, where* a pillar was 
afterwards erected, with a ftatue 
confecrated to Jvpitir (4). Bat 
moft writers fuppofe to 


have been choien by tpiatlUfian^ 
and Canfiantiui by Maximani 
and all agree, that Galtrha was 
adopted by the former, and Can^- 
Jlantius by the latter. 


butg 


(4) LaB, perf, t, 19. p, i8. Mu, p, 640. 
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tin. •8 dte prinriiices ; which reduced it, in procefs of time, 
tan deploramconditioB*. 

whom DiacleJSan named to the dignity of 
Cm/afi is Ailed on moft of his coins, Catus Galerius Valerius 
Amximianus, He was hom in a village near Sardica^ the Binh^ 
metropolis of New Dacia ; bis mother, by name Romula^ iducation^ 
having retired thither from Old Dacia^ or Dacia beyond the ^efer- 
Dan^e^ while that country was over-run by the Carpi, ^nts^$x, 
Galerius^ in honour of his mother, gave afterwards the name Galc^ 
of Remulianum to the place of his nativity ». As Romula fiusCrfar, 
was a profeiTed enemy to the Chriftians, flie jnfpired her fun 
with the fame hatred to them ; which chiefly gave rife to the 
bloody perfecution, which broke out in the latter end of Dio^ 
eiejian*^ reign. Gateri^s wat defeended of an obfeure family ; 
for both he, and his fifter’s fon Maximinus^ whom he after- 
wards created Cafar^ are faid to have# been in their youth 
cow-herds ; whence Galerius was nick- named Armentarius^ 
from the Latin word armentum^ fignifying a droye of cattle. 

He was a perfon altogether illiterate ; but neverthelefs raifed 
hirnfelf, from the mean condition of a common foldicr, to the 
chief poAs in the army, having given fignal proofs of his va- 
lour and condudl under the emperors Aurilian and P; h (U). 

He had no children by Valeria^ the daughter of Dmhjtan ; 
but^ Ton, named CanSdianus^ by a concubine, and a daugh- 
ter by bis former wile, who was married to Maxeniim^ the 
(bn of Maxvnian Of Conjiantius^ the other Ccrlary vi*e 
Aiall fpeak in a more proper place^ Galerius was no fooner 
created Cafar^ than he marched, with ail the troops he cou^d 

* Aur. Vict. p. 524. • Idem ibid. Eutrop. p. 581, 

VicT. cpit. p. ^43. ® Lact. perf. p. 401. ^4. 19. 16. 


(U) La&antiuf reckon<; him 
amongft the woril emperors, and 
(peaks of him as one abandoned 
to all manner of wickednefs, na- 
turally inclined to cruelty, and 
a dediired enemy to learning, 
and men of letters (5). The 
fame writer adds, that in his 
words, jn his anions, and even 
in his countenance, there was 
fomething (hocking and olFenfive, 
apt to infpire thofe who ap- 
proached him, rather with ter- 
ror and averfion, than with efleem 


or affedion. Aureliu$ 
who feems to have been no way 
prejudiced againft him, own.-, 
that he was naturally of a fierce 
and iavage temper, and that hi^ 
ruftic, haughty, and difobligmg 
behaviour, drowned all his good 
qualities ; for, according to that 
writer, he h^ excellent, natural 
parts, and would have made a 
good figure ojf the throne, had 
the gifts of nature been improved 
by a polite and liberal educaticis 
( 6 ). 


ca6. 

afTemh’.?, 


(5) Laei, ferf. c, 9. p. 8. 
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aflViiiMe, againft the barbarians Jn the neighbourimd o^Hp 
Danube and Illyricum ; bet performed nothing, either in toU« 
or the three following years, againft the enemies of 
which hiflorians have judged vaorth cranfeiieting to pofterf^ 
He caufed feveral large ^refts to be grubbed up m lawr 
^ iPannonia^ and^ a lake to be difcharged into the Danube i by 
YMonia which me<ins he gained a new province, which, from his 
Sccanda, ^ wife’s name, he ftiled Valeria^ lying between tht^ Danube and 
A new fro. Drdw^ and known in future ages by the name of Pan^ 
nnnee. Secunda. The chief cities of this new province were# 

Murfa^ Aquincurri^ and Valeiria^, Maximiqn palTed, this' 
^ year, over into Africa ; where he gained a complete vidory 
over the ^inquegentianty and reduced^ytt/ianzrr (who had 
taken upon him the title of eiftpero^ in Itafyy as we have 
hinted above, and afterwards crofted over into Africa ) to Tuch 
fireights, that he ftat^ed himfelf with his own fword 

CoNSTANTlus was no fooncr vetted with his new dig- 
Co&ilan- nity, than he haftened into Gaul ; and, arriving at Gejforia^ 
tills takes curUy now Boulogne y which was held by the troops of Carau^ 
Geftoria- JiuSy invefted the place, and blocked up the haven with huge 
cum. beams driven into the ground at the entrance, and heaps of 
great ftonts like a rampart- The garifon, being by this means 
pi evented from returning \ii\o Britain y and deprived of all 
hopes of relief, fubmitted to Conjlantiusy and were inco|po- 
rated among his troops. The mole, which bad continued 
firm for feveral days, was tjuite disjointed by the firft tide 
after the furreiider of the city, and broken to pieces f. 
flantiusy notwithftanding the reduction of that important 
place, did not yet attempt the recovery of Britainy not think- 
ing himfelf fiirnifhed with a fuificient number of (hips for fo 
great an undertaking. Where Didclejian this year, of 
what he pel formed, we are no- where told. The following 
year, Diocleftan being conful the fifth time, and Maximian the 
Caraulius Kiurch, Caraufus was treacheroufly murdered by Alle^usy 
murdered h 5 bofom-friend, and prime minifter j who thereupon ufurped 
h At- the government, and caufed himfelf to be proclaimed empe- 
lcdus,w0 ConJianituSy while his fleet was preparing in the perts 

tjfumes Qjj ocean for the Britijh expedition, cleared Batavia of 
tbe go- Franksy Who had feized on that country ; and tranfplanted 
■ them, with their wives and children, into other parts of tbe 

^ empire, deftitute of inhabitants, obliging them to till the 
tain. ^ 

Aur. Vict. p. 525, 526. Baudran. p. 303, « Aira. 

VicT. ibid. ^ Panegyr. 7, 8. p. 93, 105. » Awa, 

VicT.p. 525. Eutrop. p. 586. Panegyr, 8. p. 108. 
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d||||wpd, to pay tribute* and to fupply, when required, a eer-Conflan- 

^Ip niimberi^ troops^ (W). tim Jnmt 

' Thx following year, when Ctnjlentius and Galtrius were r^Ffanka 
’^nfub, two &ong caftles were built the latter on the 9Mt of 
Danube, in the country of the Sarmatians \ the one over- 
^inft Jcincum, or Aquincum, now Stri^nium, or Gran, in 
Lower Hungary \ the other oppdfite to Bonotua, which ftood 
between the Draw and Save, and is at prefent known by the 
name of Bonmqflern From the date of feveral laws, pub- 
lilhed this and the preceding year, it appears, that Dioclejian 
fpent them both in Illyricum and Thrace i which provinces be- 
longed to Galerius, whom perhaps he was cometoaffift againft 
the barbarians on the other fide the Danube : in the fame 
manner we ihall fee Maxinqan enter Gaul to defend that pro- 
vince againft the incflriions of the barbarians, while Conjian- 

* Paaegyr. i. 3. 7. 8. p. 3. 47. 9V 104. 106, 107. 


(W) The emperor Julian tells 
us, that Maximan and Confian- 
tiui not only drove the barba- 
rians out of the Roman territo- 
ries, 1)ut built many forts on the 
frontiers, to prevent their making 
new irruptions j by which means 
the inhabitants long enjoyed a 
profound tranquillity (7). It was 
probably on account of his vi£lo- 
ties over the Frankj, that Co»- 
fiantius alTumed the title of Ger~ 
manicuSf which is given him in 
an infcription of tne following 
year, 194. quoted by La^an- 
tius 18 ). Eumeniusy the pane- 
gyriit, tells us, that Confianttus 
performed many remarkable ex- 
ploits before he attempted the 
redu£tion of Britain ; that he 
utterly exterminated feveral bar- 
barous nations, extended the li- 
mits of the empire, reftorcdxnany 
provinces, pillaged and laid wade 
Germany from the Rhine to the 
Danube^ and look the king of a 
very fierce and warlike nation 
prironer(9) He reftored to its 


antient fplendor the city of 
guftodunump now Autun, which 
had been almofi utterly ruined 
in the year 269. by Tetricusj for 
having* revolted from him, and 
invited the emperor Claudius into 
Gaul, The temples, baths, and 
other public edifices, nay, even 
moft of the houfes belonging to 
private perfons, were, at an im- 
menfe charge, rebuilt by Con- 
flantiusy who moreover cmbel- 
lilhed the city, in r<*gard of us 
attachment to Claudius, great- 
uncle, with magnificent aque- 
dudls, fupp'ied it with plenty 
of water, tranfplantcd thither the 
moll conipicuous families in the 
other provinces, prevailed upon 
the famous orator Eumenius, who 
was himfclf a native of the place.' 
to cake upon him the charge of 
educating and infiruAing their 
youth, and, in (hott, did all that 
lay in his power to raife Autim 
above all tHe other cities of 
Gaul{\). 


(7) Julian, p, 12. /^8 ) taa. perf. p. 366, 

p. 103. 107. (i) Paneg.^, S, 9. /»• S5. iii. IJ4. 


(9) s. 
tins 
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tiuf waf emptojed in Britain. The next co^aU Were 
ne Carpi and Annulimi, This year <he Cafpiy after ll|Wng ^giiSBw 
Mf^ly ^ tiined themfelves in fpite of fhe-utmofi eSbrta of the 
JMuttl, ' emperors, were at length intirely reduced by Galerius^ ana 
by Diocleftan tranfplanted into the territories of the empre^ 
Ccmdanti' chiefly into Panrmia i (X). The following year, 296. i>iJ- 
us invades cleftan being conful the fixth time, and Confiantiut the fecood, 
Britain, latter, after three years preparations, undertook at length 
the reduAion of Britain. But of the fucqefs that attended 
him in that expedition, we lhall fpeak at large in the hiftory 
of Britain. 

Part of CoNSTANTius, having fettled affairs in Britain.^ returned 
to Gaul ; and, tranfplanting great numbers of Franks into that 
^ed By the province, peopled with them the dountrtes' of AmienSy Beau^ 
Franks, Tr^tesy and LangreSy alihoft quite* deftitute of inhabiN 


Achilleus 
e^verceme, 
Egypt 
r educed y by 
Diode- 
lian. 


ants, obliging the new-comers to cultivate the lands, to pay the 
ufual tributes, and fupply the Roman armies with' a certain 
number of troops**. The fame year, Dioclejian recovered 
Egypt from AchtlleuSy who had caufed himfelf to be proclaimed 
emperor, and held that province, according to his coins, for 
the fpace of near fix years*. Dioclejian marched againft him 
this year inperfon, overcame him without mucli trouble, and 
puniihed him according to his deferts ( Y). 

The 


> Paneg. 9 . p. 105. 107. Jorn. rer, Goth. c. 16. p. 634. 
Aur. ViCT. p. 52$. Eutrop. p. 586. Ammian. 1 . xxviij. 
p. 357. *■ Vales, rer. Franc. 1 . i. p. 15. BucU. Belg. 

p. 227. Panegyr. 7. p. 93. * Goliz. p. 121. Birao. 


p. 430. 

(X] From an infeription of 
this year, we learn, that the em- 
perors caafed the walls of Fifo- 
durum, now WintberthuTi in the 
canton of Zurich, between Zu- 
rich and Conjiance, to be rebuilt. 
Aurelius Proculus, who command- 
ed in the country of tlie Sequani, 
had the fuperinceodency of the 
work. In that infeription, Dio- 
clejian is filled the tench 
time, and Maxmian the eighth 
( 2 )- 


(Y) Thus Aurelius Vi3or (3). 
But Eutroptus writes, that he fuf- 
tained an eight months ftege in 
Alexandria (4) ; and Eufehius, 
that great numbers were killed^ 
on both fides, during the hege 
(5). Dioclejian not only pumfhed 
with death the ringleaders of the 
revolt, but filled Egypt with mur- 
ders and profcriptions (6) \ and 
even gave up, according to Oro- 
Jitts (7), the city of Alexandria 
to be plundered by his greedy and 


(%) Qivtert f. t66. Vahf, not. Gall, p, Ferrar. de ant. Italic p. 3 ^ 3 . 

(3) Aur.Fiff, f. 525. (4) Eutrtf, p, 586, (5) Pufeb. ebron. 

(6) Eutrop, p, 586. Jobonn. Anuxb. p. 834. (7) OnJ, /. vii. €, 25. 

p, 215. 

enraged 
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CXXIV. mj0ty, 

Jicx^^fuis w^cAUaximianta the fifth t{nie» and Or* 
dhe liscoxA The former,^ quitting Gaul upon the re- 
turn of Cotj/laniitts from Britain^ eroded over into Africa^^ 
cut in pieces the amias of the rehelltous Moors ^ befieged their 
csftes and ftrong-holds» drove them from their mountains and 
locfcs) which they had hitherto deemed impregnable ; and, 
having obliged them to deliver up their armsi and furrendef at 
diferetion, transplanted them into other countries The fame 

year, 

^ Panegyr. 8. p. loj — io8. 


Moors 
fubduid by 
Maxuni- 
an. 

Vear of 
the flood 

J^717 
Of Chrift 
297. 

Of Rome 
1095. 


(bldiery. If what thefe ror was fi> far from taking any 
authors write be (rae^ we leavf advantage of that conflernation, 
otir readers to judge of tlfh fince. and extending the limits of the 
ricy of iurntniutt who tells us, empire on that fldei that, on tlie 
that DiocUfioM^ \sf his extraordi* coDtrar/i^ entered into a treaty 
nary clemency, reflored tranquil- with the Nubians^ who uled to 
hty to Egyfi (8). Some writers make frequent inroads into the 
obferve, that he made a ftri£t adjoining territory of Oajis, 
fearch after all the books of che- yielding to them a large country, 
miflry written formerly hy the as much, fays Pr0a^i«j,asatjra- 
Bgyttians^ and cauled them all veler ooidd go through in feven 
to be publicly burnt, left the days, on condition that they pre- 
Egyptiaut, enriched by that att, vent^ the B/myes, and other 
Should be tempted to (hake off barbarians, from breaking into 
theyokeanew(9). Confiuntine^ ^Zyp^ oa the fide of Eihiopia, 
thefonof Conjiantius^ attended The (anie writer adds, that/>i0« 
Diockfian in this war » for Eu- tUfim caufed a caftle to be built 
fehim tells us, that he faw him in an ifland formed by the litk 
as he paffed with the emperor in the neighbourhood of 
thro* PaLefiint (1). The cities /rV, and a temple, in which fa- 
of Co^os and BuJirij in fbebats^ enflees were offered, both by the 
having fided in this war with Effuuuo and Bub/uv pricAs, for tbF^ 
AchiUna^ were by Diockfian at- profperity of both nations. By 
terly rained (2). Zonaras fup- this means the emperor hoped to 
pefes thefe dties to have been de- eftabliih a good underftanding be- 
ftroyed by Diockfian^ fome time tween the Rotnam and thofe bar- 
heforc the revolt of for barians; and therefore called the 

hating attempted to (hake o8f caftle that is, /rrs 

the Roman yoke (3). EumeniUs But neither the country heyielded 
tells us, that the viAories gained to them, nor the pei2fion which 
by Dioikfiam in Egypt ftruck wr- he enga^ to pay yearly both to 
ror into the Indians and Ethie- them um the Bljanyot^ aid which 
fiam (4}. However, the enqie- was ftill paid in t^p tiiie of Jufi 


{%) Pnfugyt. 9. p. I2X. (4) Smd^ p« 741. Johsnm, Jmkfb* p* < 94 * 

(fj Eufih, nut. Cvnfianu A i. t. 19. p. 417. (a) sbrtmgrayh* 

p. 4. 6. Zmnr, p. 243. (4) Pantgyr, 8. p. lOj. 
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year, Narfes king of Perjta^ emulating tjic gloxy of 
who had defeated the Roman armies, taken ^the empa^r 
himfelf prifoner, entered Armenia at the head bf a mi^ty 
army ; and, having without much trouble reduced that king- 
dom, advanced into Mefopotamia. DiocUj^n^ mmdful of the 
misfortune that had befallen the unhappy Vaiinem, infiead of 
marching againft him in perfbn, withdrew into Egypt, com- 
mitting the whole management of that' dangerous war to Ga* 
Urtm, whom he injciiiied to leave Illyricum forthwith, and 
haften into Mefopotamia^ to oppofe there the attempts of the- 
Perjian monarch. Galerlus obeyed, flew to Mefopotama, 

. and, meeting the Perftans between Calltnuum and Car f ha, 
engaged their numerous army with the few troops he had with 
Galerlus him. The battle lafled fome hci^s ; but> in the end the Ro^ 
defiatedby mans, overpowered with numbers, werd forced to give ground, 
Narfes and fave themfclvcs flight Galerlus haftened to Diode- 

bing o/ jian, to give him, by word of ' mouth, an account of thedif- 

Periia. after, and advife with him about the moft proper meafures to 
prevent the evil confequences that might attend it. The em- 
peror, who, at his arrival, was taking the air in the fields, re- 
ceived hirn with the greateft contempt imaginable, and fufFered 
him, attired as he was with the purple, to walk one, or, as 
others write, fevcral miles by his Chariot This affront, in- 
ftead of difheartening him, infpired him with an eager defire 
of wiping oiF the difgrace of his late overthrow. Having 
therefore, with much difficulty, obtained leave 6f Dhdejlan 
to raife a new army, he aflembled all the troops in Illyricum 
and Mcefia, made new levies, and in a fhort time returned 
with a confiJcrable army, and entered Armenia. All authors 
agree, that Galerlus, in this war, performed whatever could 
be expe<Slcd from a brave foldier, and experienced commander : 
,hc even went in peifon, attended only by two horfemen, to 
rccolnnoicre the enemy, pafling himfelf upon thofc who flop- 
ped him, for a deputy fent by the Roman emperor to the Per- 
’Jian monarch. 

Narfes »/- Having thus viewed the enemy’s camp and works, he at- 
/fWy de-- tacked them fo feafonably, and conducted the whole aflion 
featedma prudence and addrefs, that only with twenty-five 

/econdbat- thoufuid men he forced their intrcnchments, though defended 
tie by Ga- ® 

lerius. ^ Vict. p. 525. Jul. orat. 1 . p. 31. Ammian. 1 xiv, 
p. 27. e 

tinian, wdfe fufHcient to reflrain the empire, when not awed by 
them from, making inroads into the Roman troops (5}. 


by 


(5) Procof, hell. Per/ c, 19. 59, Olymptdd^, p. I3, 
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by 1^ innuaier;a.bl^ multitude, cut above twenty tboufand of 
in pieces, too|c: sin immepfe booty, and an incredible 
number of prifoners, among whom were the king^s wives, 
fifters, and children both Tons and daughters, and a great many 
l^rfops of the rank Galerius treated the princefles 
with great reipedi, and would not fufFer the lead affront to be 
offered to theni ; which feemed ib furprifing to the Perfiansy 
that they owned themfelves as much inferior to the Romani 
in chaftity as in valour p. Eutropius tells us, that Licintuiy 
afterwards emperor, fignalized himfelf on this occafion*!. 

'Narfesy' vfho wasprefent at this battle, and, according to Zo~ 
narasy wounded in the beginning of the engagement, fled with 
the reft, and took ftielter in the moft remote deferts of his 
kingdom y whencahe Unt^phqrhany one of his chief favour- 
jtes, (o conclude a peace with the Romans upon any terms. flans/«^ 
Apharhany in the moft humble and fubmiflive manner, in- for peace 
treated the conqueror not to deftroy the Perfian empire, but 
to ufe his victory with moderation ; which, he faid, would 
gain him greater reputation and fame, than the vidory it- 
felf. As for the conditions of the peace, he left them intirely 
to him i and only begged in his mafter’s name, that, mindful 
of the generofity which in all ages had been peculiar to the 
Romans y he would add to the obligatioift which he already owed 
him for treating his wives and children with fuch humanity, 
that of reftoring them to their fprmer condition. Galerius 
anfwered him, that it ill became the Perjians to exped mo- 
deration in others, after they had in fuch an enormous manner, 
as was known to die whole wdrld, abufed their vidory in 
treating their illuftrious captive Valerian like the meaneft of 
flaves, nay, worfe than their bcafts of burden. However, as 
it is beneath a Romany added he, to retaliate fuch indignities, 
aifd we are taught to fpare thofe who fuomit, and humble fuch 
as oppofe us, let your mafter know, that he may perlfif^s 
foon have the pleafure of feeing the perfons who are fo dear 
to him r. 

Galerius, having difmifled the Perfian emballador, hafl- 
ened to Diocleftany who received him at Nifihis in Mejopota- 
nua with all poffiblc marks of honour and elteem. "rhey held 
feverat Conferences, the fubjed 6f which was, whether or 
no they fhould conclude a peace with the PerfianSy and upon 
what terms. We are told, that they might have eafdy re- 
duced Perjia to a Roman province, but ilnaxJDioclefian did not 

® Eutrop. p. 586. Festus, p. 553. IiACT. pcrfec. c, 9. 
p. 8. Ammian. 1. xxtii. p. 245. .Zonar. p. 244. p Petr. 

Patric. in excerpt, dc legat. p. 26, Sc 30. ^ Eutrop. ibid. 

Idem ibid. Petr. Patric. legat. p. 26« 
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approve of it, for reafozis, fays Aurelius Vi&er^ unknovi^to 
us *• Sicorius Prehusy one of Ga/erius*^ fecrdUrics, wie 
therefore difpatched to NarJis^4eho Yeceived him with great 
demonilrations of kindne^ and efteem, and foofi after ad- 
mitted him CO an audience on die banks of the AJpru£s in 
MediUy in the prefence only of Apharlany and two others. 
/ y The terms propofed by Probus were, that Narfes Ihould yield 
to the Romans the five following provinces, InuUnty Sopbem^ 
Cariueney and Zahdicene ; that the ^gris fliould be 
inJive boundary between the two empires ; that N^this fliould be 
presets ^ .ccimmon empory to bodi nations ; that the limits of Arme* 
to th$ Ihould be extended to the caflle of Zintba on the confines 

Romans. Media ; and, laflly, that the king of Iberia fliould receive 
the crown at the hands of the Rohan empSeror. Narjet eK* 
cepted againfl the article relating to Nijtbisy but complied with 
the reft. 'Whereupon^a peace was concluded, and theP^* 
ftan king’s wives and children fent back to him This peace 
proved very advantageous to the Romansy and lafted forty 
years, till the PerJtanSy defirous to recover the provinces they 
had yielded, bioke it in the latter end of Conjfantiniz reign 

I^OR ihefe conqueft^, Galertus aflumed the pompous titles 
of Perficusy Armeniacusy MedicuSy and Adiabenicusy as if he 
Galerius had fubdued all thefe nations ; and became fo elated with hie 
•A A- DiocUfian began to take umbrage at his haughty 

nutih bu behaviour, imagining, that he would not be much longer fa- 
*v/ ory, tisfied with the bare title of Cafar The following year^ 
Anicius Fauftus being conful the fecond time with Sevtrus Gal» 
lusy DiocUfian built feveral forts and caftles on the firontieVs 
of the empire towards Perfia ; and furrounded with high walls, 
and ftrong towers, the caftle of Cercufium in Mefopotamsay 
afjdie confluence of the Aboras and the Euphrates 'rtie 
next confuls were, DiocUfian the (eventh time, and Maxi- 
mian the fixth. This year the Murcomanni and Bajlarna rc- 

• Aur. Vict. p. 525. « Petr. Patrio. l^t. p. 29. 

■ Evseb. I. viii. c. 17. Lact. perf. c. 9. p. 9. Aur. Vict. 
P- 5 * 5 - Panegyr. p. 121. Grut. p. 166, 167. Am- 

MIAN. 1. xxix. p. 359. 

(Z) The above-mentioned pro Perjuns, lofteid of AE/R/nr# and 
Vinces lay towards |he fprings of Sopbene^ we read ubAmmiatmt 
the Tigris^ and on the Roman fide MarcelUnus Moxooxe and Rebimt* 
of that river ; but were by the ; at to the names of theother 
Rasiair/ commonly called the pro- three, there is no diiagreewot 
Vinces beyond the Tigrity becaofe among authors, 
they hail been fo called by the 


ceived 
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ceived a great overthrow^ and great numbers of their captives 
were tranfplanted into the Raman tertitories*. From feveral 
laws it appears, diat Diacle/lan was this year, in the months 
of January^ WSruary^ Afrll^ and November^ at Sirmium^ 
and on the fifth of yune zt Philippopolif in Tiracty. The 
fiollowing yearf when Canfiantius and Galirius were confuls 
the third time» is quite barren of events. 

The next confuls were, Titsanus dse fecond time, and 
Nipatiama^ whom Omtphrius takes to be the father of Flavius 
Pepilius PJipQttanuSf who ufurped the empire fifty years after *. 

This year Canfiantius gained a remarkable victory over the 9 ®®^* 
AUmantnn who, coming upon him unexpectedly, while he had 
but a fmall body of troopi with him, obliged him to retire, "A™ 
and ibelter himielf ufichin the walls of Langres* But his army ^ ^ 
arriving a few hours after he had entered the city, he marched Al^an- 
out at the head of the detachment hi had with him, joined nj. 
his other forces, and, falling upon the enemy, cut fixty thou- Year of 
land of them in pieces « (A). DmUfian was, as appears from the flood 
the code on the fourth of yuly^ at Antieeh in Syria, The 2741. 
following year, when Conjiantius and Galerius were confuls Of Chrift 
the fourth time, a great dearth prevailed in moft provinces of ^01. 
the empire, occafioned, fays Ladianttus S by the avariciouf- Of Rome 
nefs of DmliRan^ who, to obviate that evil, fixed the prices ^^99- 
of all forts ot neceflary provifions ; but, the rates being too 
low, the traders, inftead o'f expofing to fale, concealed their 
commodities : by which means the dearth was changed into ** 
a famine, which raged till the metpbants were allowed to fell r 
their commodities at their own prices (B). Diockjian feems 


* Aua. VicToe, p. 525. Eutrop. p. 586. r Cod. 

Juft. 1 . ii. tit. 13. leg. 17. p. 201, &c. * Onvph. p.^i. 

* ZoxAR. p- 244. TheopHan. chronog. p. 5. Panegyr. 7. 
p. 93. ^ Cod. Juft. 1. ii. tit. 28. leg. 25. p. 268. ^ Lact. 

perf. c. 7. p. 362. 


(A) Emtnius mentions an- 
other viBiory gained this year by 
CttnftoHiiui in the plains of Vin- 
dmUffa^ now Vindifeh^ in the can- 
ton of Bens, near the confluence 
of the Aar and the Rufi (6). 
The fame writer tells us, that a 
numerous army, confiftmg of 
difihient GeraMJs nations, having 
rendezvouiad in an ifland^in the 


Rhint^ while that river was fro- 
zen over, were by a fuddenthaw 
(hut up there, and obliged to fur- 
render at difcretion to the Ba- 
mam^ who kept them blocked up 
with their (7). 

(B) The fame thing happened 
In the reign of Julian furnamed 
ths Apafiaiss, We read in the 
of AUxaniria^ that 


(61 Pasngyf, 7, y, 9%. Omdr. p. js. 


( 7 ) Rantgyr, 



’ jjoif The riomah UiJtofj. ^ lU,' 

to have palTed this year p|ut]y .in,.£jm>, and partly 
dia in Bithynia^ with Gakrius \ The next ]jcar, Dhcieji^. 
cnt^ed upon his eighth and Ma^cimian upon his reveatb.CQi^; 
7 he Unth fullhip. Dioclefian and Galerius pafled the winter' at ^tco^ 
general media in Bithynia^ in confultations, not ah^ut the means of 
per/ecu- extending the empire, and (ecuring it ^ainft tKe incurfionsof 
tion, barbarians, but concerning the moft cffeiSh^al methods of 

utterly exurpating the Chriftian religion, to which Galerius 
had imbibed, from his infancy, an irreconcileable hatred. He 
found means to infpire Dioclefian wi^h the fame fury, and,.af 
we may call.it, madneG ; the effe(^ of which waa the mo£t^ 
bloody and dreadful perfecution the. church nhad yet fuifered 

(C). * - , 

' About, 

^ Cod. p. 240. 243. 


Dioclefian gave this year to that 
city the military bread (8) .* what 
is meant thereby, we are not told. 
Procopius writes, that Dioclefian 
ordered two millions of bulhels of 
corn to be yearly dillributed 
among the inhabitants of that 
populous metropolis (g). Before 
the reign of Dioclefian^ corn was 
given monthly to old and dif- 
abied perfons ; and, in the reign 
of Oonflantine, to the ecclefia’ 
IHcs (I). 

(C) This perfecution, which 
was the tenth and hit general 
on^Turoke out on the twenty- 
third of February of this year 
303. the nineteenth of Dioclefi- 
an*it reign, and raged ten whole 
years with a fury hardly to be 
exprclTed, the Cbriftians being 
every>where, without diilindion 
uff«:x,age, or condition, dragged 
to execution, and tortured with 
the moll ex^uifite torments r^ge, 
cruelty, and hatred, cpuld invent. 
Such numbers of ChrilHans fuf- 
feied death in all the provinces 
of the cnipirer that the tyrants, 
imagining they had compafl'ed 


their wicked intent, and iotirely 
abolifhed Chrillianity, told tho 
world in a pompous, but lying 
infeription, that they had extin- 
guilhed the Chriftian name and 
luperftition, and every* where re- 
llorcd the w^orihip of the gods to 
its former purity and liillre. But 
the church triumphed over all 
the powers and artifices of men, 
and, in fpite of the utmoft efforts 
of tyranny, prevailed a few years 
after in the very metropolis of 
idolatry and fu perdition. Du- 
ring this perfecution, Matins 
Verolamienfisy Julius ^ Jaron, a 
citizen of I/caLegionum, now Ex* 
eter, and other champions of the 
faith, almod without number, 
fuffered martyrdom in Britain, 
But to give an account of their 
fufferings, of their ^ truly heroic 
hrmnefs, and unfhaken conibney^ 
would be entrenching on the pro- 
vince of the ecclefiadic writers. 
Happy and glorious had hitherto 
been Dioclefian ; but 

he no fooner began to imbrue his 
hands in the blood of the righte- 
ous, fays Eujebius^ than he ielt 


(S) CAitw. J 9 !ix^p. <^44. (9) Prae»p,-artm, Lifi. f. *6. J7. (i) Eu* 

e^, ^>11. t.. ii. 267. Eve^gr,Jp,i)%, /jt^rapcl, 
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Aboxjt this time, one Eugailm tffuined the title of empe- Eugenius 
ror in Syna. "He commiwided five hundred men in 
who, being e 0 ^pl 03 ^ hi die day-time in cleaiifing the harbour h 

of ttof tiity, and in the night in baking their own bread, 
deliver themfelves from that infupportable drudgery, agreed to * 

revolt, and proclaim their leader emperor. Eugmiusy who 
expeded nothing lefs, refufed at firfi; the dignity offered him ; 
but was at length prevailed upon, through fear, to accept it; 
for they threatened him with prefent death, if be rcAifed to 
fecond theii* defigns. Being therefore arrayed with a purple 
robe taken from the ftatoe of 6ne of the g^s, he led his men 


flrait to AntUchi which city be reached the fame day in the 
clofe of the evening, and|entered it without oppolition, as 
there was no garifon In the place, and the inhabitants were 
quite unapprifed of his revolt ; but, when he began to aft as 
emperor, the whole city rofe, and, fafliiig upon the rebels, 
for the molt part intoxicated with wine, with fuch arms as 
chance prefented, killed them ail to a man before midnight. . 
Thus the empire of Eugenius began and ended the fame day 


* Liban. orat. xiv. p. 399. & orat. xv. p. 410, 41 1. 


the efiefts of divine vengeance in 
the many calamities which foon 
overtobk him (z). A few days 
after the ilTuing of the firft edifts 
againfi the Chriftians, a fire 
broke out in the palace at Nico- 
meiia^ where Diochfian and Ga- 
hrius were lodged, and reduced 
part of it to afhes (3]. Eufg- 
bins writes, that he could never 
know how tliat accident happen- 
ed ( 4) . Confiantine^ who was on 
the fpot, aferibes it to lightning 
U) i and LaQantius alfures us, 
that Galerius caufed fire to be 
privately fee to the palace, that 
he might lay the blame of it 
upon the Chriftians, and by that 
means Incenfe Diochfian fiill 
more ^ainll them, which he did 
accordingly (6). Confiantina Cells 
ua (7), chat Dmlefian was fo 
dillurbed with this accident, that 
tfieoceforch he codllaatly ima*' 


gined lie faw lightning falling 
from heaven ; which was in elFcft 
the beginning of that phrenfy,'* 
which hyha&antim wai^Eu/ehius 
is aferibed ,to the malady, of 
which we fiiall fpeak prefently. 
Diiclefianh terror and difmay 
were greatly incrcaied by a fe- 
cond fire, which broke out in the 
palace fifteen days after the firfi, 
but was fiopped before it had jgge 
any great mifehief. However, 
it had the eifeft which was in- 
tended by the author of it, Ga- 
hrius ; *for Diochfian, aferibing 
it to the Chrifiians, refolved to 
keep no meafures with them ; 
and Galerius, the more to exaf- 
perate him againfi them, with- 
drew from Nicomtdia the fahie 
day, faying, 'that he was afraid 
of > being • biffnc alive by thtt 
Chrifiians ( 3 )* 


•"(a) Eufeb, I, vlii. c, 13.. p. 308. (3) LaH, perf. c. 14.. p. is, F.ul^h* 

/. viiu f.6. p> 297. (4) Idmihid, {^) 'C9n/l, toroid m fanH, 

(6) La^}, perf, c, 14. p. 12. (-j) Confiant, ibid, (S) 

Eufib* de martyr^ EsUafi r. z. p. 320. « 

K k 4 £)i*~ 



'504 Aflt 

Thicruiiiy DmUfim ought rather to have rewaurdcd than puniflietl tM 
tf/Diode- AoHochiam ; but on tUa occaTion he betrayed that cruelty 
^tothi which was natural to iutn 5 for, without any tryal^ without 
Antioou- (laying any regard 10 the ufual forms of law, be commanded 
the chief su^firates of Antmh and S$liucia to be publidy 
executed, as if they had been all |>rivyto theconfpiracyi whicli 
rendered him fo odious to tbeSyrim, that they could not, with* 
out borroyr, hear his name mentioned ninety yean after ^ (D), 
DiocleAan Towa&ds the clo(e of the year, Di$cUJkn and 
trinmybs^ mian^ with their two Cafars^ Conflantius and Gakrius^ re* 
leaves paired |o Rome ; and there enjoyed the honour of a triumph, 
Koine, which the fenate had long fince decreed tliem, and their many 
vi£lories and conquefts well deferved. As Dioekjian,^ both in 
hill triumph, and the fports that followed it, Ihewed greater 
ceconomy than was pleafmg to the populace, they took thence 
occafion to railJy him \lith great literty ; which he not being 
able to bear, left the city foon after his triumph, and fet 
fUsilke/s^ out for Ravenna on the nineteenth of December. As the featbn 
was then both rainy and cold, he contracted a lingering dillem^ 
per, which in a Ihort time weakened him to fuch a degree, 
that he could neither walk nor iland S. He entered upon his 
ninth confuUhtp at Ravefowj having Maximnn^ the eighth 
time conful, for his coUegue. In the oegbning of the fpring, 
he fet out from Ravenna^ and, pafiing through Venetia^ am 
Hfyricum^ carried always, contrary to niscuftom, in a litter, 
arrived at Nicomedia in the beginning of the autumn. As his 
diftemper increafed daily, on the Siirteenth of December fo 
deep a fwoon feized him, that he was believed to have paid 
the laft debt of mortality, and a reportof his death was fpread all 
over the city. However, he recovered his fight and voice ; but 
bis head remained fo affeCled, that thenceforth he frequently fell 
iihfS fits, which quite deprived him of the ufe of his reafon. Noe 
being in a condition toappear abroad till the firft of Marchof the 
following year, many perfons believed he was dead ; but that his 
death was kept couched till the arrival of Galerius^ left the 
foldiers Ihould, in the mean time, according to their cuflom, 
proclaim a new emperor To diftipate this report, he ihewed 
bimfelf to the people of Nieomedia on the firft of Aiarcb ; but 

^ Libar. orat. xiv. p. 399. & orat. xv. p. 410, 41 1. ^ Lact, 

perlk. c. 17. p. 15. Ammian. l.xvi. p. 131. ^ItACT.per* 
Ibc. ibid. Evseb. viiif c. 13. 

(D) AmoDg the many perfons grandfitther^andhisgrandfather^s 
who loft their lives on this ocqt- brother, whofe eftates were li)w« 
Idbamm names his paternal wife confifeated (9). 

(3) Lihn, P*39f. ^ erat.xf^ f. 410, 411. 
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rtiefe meKvA Aich a change in his countenance, that manjr 
dotibm whecberit was the fiune perfon. Soon after, Galeriatt 
arrived, who had alreadf threatened Maximian with a dvil 
war, if he did not refign the empire ; and was come into 
Nic9laidia with a defign to oblige UioeUfian likewife to relign 
the fovereignty, fioce he was no longer able to difebarge the 
funOions of the imperial dignity. 

As Dioclifian did not yield to^e reafons he alleged, but 
only offered to take both him and C9nJlanUus for his partners 
in the empire, Qalerius told him plainly, that, if he did not 
refign of his own accord, he would force him to it.> DUch^ 

Jian^ frightened with thefe menaces, and well apprifed, that 
Gahrius^ who had,, for feme time, been increafing his army 
widi new levies, was in a condition to make good his word, 
yielded at length ; and k was agreed, that Dioelejian and Ma-- Galenas 
ximkfn ihould refign the fovereignty ^that Cor^antius and^^^k’^*'^ 
GuUrius ihould, at the fame time, be vefted with it ; and that, 
to preierve the form of government introduced by Dioelejian^ thegmfin^ 
two new Cee/ars ihould be named. DiocUftan immediately 
difpatcbed an exprefs to Maximian^ who was then at 
iany acquainting him with what had pafled at Nieomedia, He 
wiasno lefs unwilling, than his collegue^ to part with the fo- 
vercignty ; but neverthelefs, to avoid a civil war, iii which, 
he was well apprifed, Galerius would prevail, he came into the 
fame meqfures * (E). As two new Cafart were to be chofen-, 

Dioclifian propofed Maxentius the fon of Maximiany and Ton- 
m-law of GaloriuSy and Coiyiantim .the, fon of Confiantius \ 
but GaJeriufy rejeding them, prevailed upon Dioclefian to 
name two others in their room, to wit, Severusy whom he had andStve^ 


^ Lact. perfec. c. 17. 


p. 15. ^ c. 18. p. 16. 


(E) Such is the account which 
Laffantiiu gives ns pf the refign- 
ation of Maximinn and Dio- 
clefian, in a piece not long fince 
recovered from darknefs. Cse- 
ftemtini, who was then at Uteo- 
media, and lodged in the fame 
palace with Dioclefian, aflures u«, 
in a fpeech which he pronounced 
in public, that the emperor, 
thinking Idmfelf no longer able 
to govern, on account of the fits 
to which he was fulijcO, refigned 
of his own accord (1) ; and the 
pfLoegyrifts, who wrote at that 
(i) Confiai^^ vet, <, 


time^ mention his refignation as 
a ihining inftance of greatnefs, 
generofity, and an utter contempt 
of all human grandeur ; nay, tells 
usy that both he and Muximiem 
haa agreed long before, and even 
bound themielves by a folemn 
oath in the capitoI, to refign the 
foyeieignty. Aurehut yi&or 
writes, that Diqclefianc^xxxsA the 
government, and betook hitnfelf 
to a private life, chat he mighc 
not be overwhelmed with the « 
misfortunes that threatened the 
empire (a). 

(z) Attr, yiSi, p. 515. 


already 



rus dec/a* already Tent to receive tbe purple at the haiids c£ Maximiany 
rr/Csefars, and Data^ or Daza^ his lifter's fdn, to'Whoih he had a Jittib'/ 
before given the name of Maximin, They i^cre hoih gread^ 
attached to Galerius^ hut neither of them ahy-wiys qualified 
for fuch an high ftation. 

DIoctcfian However, D/W^^ir confented to tbeif election ; and, a 
Aff</Maxi- few days after, on the firft of May of the prefent yes^r 30^.* 
mian re~ the twenfy-firft of his reign, he refigned t^e empire in the pre- 
fignthe fence of bis court, and the army, Svefting himfelfof the pur- 

tmpire. pie, and delivering it to Maximin^ whom at the' fame tim^he 

Year of declared Cafar^ together with Severiis* This Ceremony Was 
the flood per Formed in the fame place where Galerius had been declared 
^74 Cafar, about three miles from Nitamcdia , before 
Of Chnft jjg divefted>himfelf of the purple, made** an harangue to the 
telhng them» i^at, his infirmities obimng him to 
retire, he yielded the empire to Conflantius and Gdleriusy who 
were more able, and better qualified, than he, to difeharge fo 
great a truft. When the ceremony was over, Dioclefthn pafTed 
thmugh Nicomedia with a.fjnall retinue, and, retiring to.Ddl- 
maila^ his native country, chofe the city of Salona for the 
place of his refidence \ The fame day Maximiariy quitting 
the purple at Milan^ configned it to Stwusy as had been 
agreed on beforehand, declared Conjlantius and Galerius empe- 
rors, and then retired to tucaniay where we (hall foon febf 
him railing difturbances, with a defign to refume the dignity 
which he had quitted. 

Biocicflan As for Dloclefiariy he palTed the remainder of his life, that 
leads a re- is, near nine years, at a country-feat in the neighbourhood of 
tired Ufe. Ealonoy on the fpot where the city of Spalaio was afterwSlrds 
built. The ruins of the palace of DtocUJian are ftill to be 
ftCiVtiicre, and take up two-thirds of the town. It was, ac- 
cording to the defeription which Conftantius Porphyragenitus 
gives us of it, a moft ftately and magnificent building j and 
contained four temples, , one of which is ftill intire, and the 
cathedral of Spalaio, Dioclefian diverted himfelf, during his 
retirement, with cultivating a garden, faying often. Now /• 
/zWi now I fee the beauty of the fun. Some time after, when 
Maximtan and others wrote to him to join them, ^ and refume 
the empire, he returned them this anfwer ; I wijb you would 
but come to Salona, that I might Jhew you the colworts. which 
I have planted wkh my own hands : I am fare you would nevtr 
Bis death, thenceforth mention the empire to me ^ He died, accord- 

ing 

* ^ Lact. perf. c. 18. p. 16, 17. ViCT, epit.p. 543. ^ Wcin, 

p. 542. Eutrop. p. 587. 

(F) He was long honoured reigned after him, ^^*nd looked- 
in his retreat by the princes who upon him as their common fa- 
ther. 
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ing tq feSn "after jtiiw marriage of lAcinlut^ 

Which was cc!cbrai (|:3 m the March of the year 313. after hav- 
ing lived about years, and reigned twenty, arid fome 

months* He was deified With the ufual folemnities after his 
death ”, probably by Liciniusy or Mf^imin IL for Cortfiantlney 
zi tlire time, of his death, prdfefled the Chriftian religion. 

Llbanius writes, th^t Dioclejidn {hewed himfelf in many, but Hfjheuued 
riot in all. thin^, ari excellent prince ® ; and the emjjW^** » 

JuVtan commends him for having done many things that 
proved very ufeful to the public P, ^ He enadied a great many things an 
wholfome laws, and was fo far from countenancing inform- 
ers, that he coirimanded them^to be executed, when they could 

' ” Atra. ViCT. p. 542. " Eijtrop. p. 586. Euseb. 

l.ix. c. 10. p'. 364. ® IiiBAtl. brat. »v. p. 399. r Jol, 

orat. i. p. 12. 

ther, fince to him they were in- fnlan had attempted utterly to ex- 
debted for their dignity. In an tirpate (^). ViQor adds, that 
infi^ipcion of the year 366. both the two above-mentioned prii^i 
he and Maximian are tilled the having begn invited to the nup- 
antient entperprs, and the fathers tials of Licinim with the filler of 
of the emperors (3). In his time Confiantine, and he excufing him- 
they domecrated the tberhee^ or fclr on account of his age, .th^^ 
hot-baths, which he had begun wrote a threaCtCning letter to 
at and confulted him in h'im, sts if he had been concerned 
all affairs of great im^rcabce, *ia the dallarbatiCes railed by Ma- 
paying great deference to his xentius (6). The fame author 
cbunfels^ Thus Gh 4 r/*i«f invited adds, that the dread he was in of 
him in the year 307, to Camus, an ignominious death, prompted 
or CarfTunium, in Pannonia, to him to end his life with poifpu 
advile with' him about the mb- (7). Tbeophanes vifites, thatllltf* 
motion of Lici»ius (4}. How- Icnate had already iffued a de- 
cver, ftveral things happened cree for his execution (8) ; and 
afterwards, which gave him great La^dntius, that, feeing himfelf, 
concern and uneafiners : His after U glorious reign of twenty 
daughter refufjng to mar- years, ill ufed and defpiled, he 

ry Maxiuths after the death of rcfolved toput anpnd te hisliie, 
her hufhand Oalerius in the year abftained from all food,*and died 
31 1, was by that prince treated of hunger, ^rief, and defpkir (9)*. 
in a barbarous manner, and 1 ^- In the chronicle of Alexandria we 
nilhed* , Conftantine and Licinius, read, that he (j^ed of, a dropfy 
in the beginning cf the year 313. (1) s atid ih Eu/ebius, that he 

efpouf^ with great zeal the was confumed and worn out by 
CiXulh oF the perfccuted Chrifliahs, a lingering diUcmpcr (2)- 
whdtri he and his collegue ‘Maxi- 

(ij P.pagi, p. 148. (4) ha£l* petf, 29. p. 2<^, (0 Jdemth,*^ 

p 36, ( 6 ) Vi&, epjt, p, 17) idett: 

p/^, ebtonoj^r. p. 8. • ppff c, 4 ( 3 .. p% (i) CLnn/ 

filcxpnd. (Z) iiajt’A. /, viiu t. 7. f. 317. * 

(lOt 
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not make good their charge. He would not receive die acca« 
fation of one Tbaumafius aeainft his bene&dlor Synunacbus^ 
•in whofc hcnife he had been brought iip^ and condemned an* 
other to banilhment, for informing agaiitft bis brocherl. 'He 
iupprelTed the officers called frumituarii^ of whom Cafiuhtm 
fpeaks much at larW) without mving us any fetisfafiory rea^ 
fon why they were to called r (G). Dmhjian encoan^ed 
and preferred perfons of merit and virtue, difcountenanced 
vice, managed the public money with great frugality, had 
much at heart the worflup of the gods, and was, till feduced 
by GaieriuSi rather a friend than an enemy to the Chriftians, 
of whom he had, till the year 303. great numbers both in his 
court and army *. % 

Hij public He was greatly addided to buildii^, and embelliflsed feve- 
Imildii^s, ral cities of the e^ire, efpecially ifsme, Carthage^ Mtlan^ 
and Nicomedia, with many fiately edifices (H). But thefe 

buildings 

^ Cod. Jaft. 1 . he. tit. t. leg. ty. p. in. Se leg. ta. p. 8io. 
r Casaub. not, uiSpart. p. 22. * Avr. Vict. p. 525. 

Lact. perf. c. 10. p. 9. 

(G) They were firfieftablifbed eonld conveniently bathe at a 
to^ve the emperor immediate time, there were many odier 
notice of the diftorbances that rooms and apartments ; for the 
happened in the provinces ; but, books which were lodged in 
abufing their office, efpecially in > jani*% library were conveyed thi* 
the dx&nt countries, they often ther(4). The emperor 
extorted large fums from the in- ths II. when he came to RmCf 
habitants, by threatening to ac- in 358. admired nothing (b much 
cafe them, if they did not com- 2&uiocUfiaiC% baths, which feem- 

4^ywith their unjuft demands, cd rather a province, fays ^smsia- 
However, no great benefit was »«/, with no fmall exaggeradon, 
reaped from their fuppieffions than a building (5). Part of 
for thofe who were filled agmiu thefe baths were by popeP/irilV, 
in rebuff and turiefif proved no changed into a church, confe- 
lefs mifchicvoiis chan tiw /himn-> crated to the virgin Maty^ under 
iarii (3). the ride of Santa Maria digli 

(H) Ffora the ruins of his Angth. DkeUfian embelltfhed 
thirm^f or public hot baths, with a great number of fiately 
which are ftillvifited and admired buildings many other citihs, but 
by all travelers to Poms, we may above Nicmtdiaf with a defigii 
judge of the grafideur and mag- of equaling it to Rome 8 for which 
nificence of that furprifing fa- purpofe he ^ared no coft or la- 
bric. Befides the bathing-places, hour, that might render die 
in which three thoufand perfons place either beautiful or convt- 


fsJ P*5-4* (a) Eufei^ cbton, p. 244. viV. p. 233. 

525. (5) Amman, /.Xfi« p*^U 

* nient. 
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^ilditira proved very bordenfomb tq the people, who were not 
Only ob%ed to abandon their antient habitations, to make ^denfmg 
room for them, but moreover m fumifli workmen, beafts of 
burden, and theneceflary materials; by which means he ruined 
provinces, while he emMliihed.the cities. If he happened not 
ao like a building when it was quite iinilhed, he caufed it to 
be puDed down, th^^ reared at an immenfe expence, and to 
be rebuilt upon a disbrent plan, perhaps to pull it down a fe- 
cond and third time* (I). We cannot help obferving, before 
we clofe tbis chapter, that, though no reign was more remark- 
able, either for length, or variety of great events, than 
difian\ yet no prince’s reign is lefs known ; which feems the 


' *Lact. fprf. c. 7. p. 7. • 


Bient. He built there a circus, 
feveral balUics, a mioe, an arfe- 
nal, a palace for his wife, and an- 
other for his daughter. Thus 
Nicomidia became the ordinary 
lefidence of the emperors, when 
the affaiFs of the empire called 
them into the Baft, till the re- 
moval of the imperial feat to 
Cmtftmniinople {6)n Wehavefpo- 
ken above of his magnificent pa- 
lace or villa at Spaiato in Daima^ 
/fo, in which province he hke- 
wife built the caftle of DhcltUf 
in the village where he was bom, 
the inhabitants whereof were 
called DMefiasu (7). 

( 1 ) La&untitu charges him 
widi avarice, and with putting, 
under various falfe pretences, 
many peribns to death, in order 
to fi^e theirefiates (8). Eutr^^' 
pim (9), Zmtaras (i), and Jiu^ 
n/fiu yWar (z), tell us, that, to 
cover the meannefe of his extra- 
ction, heafieded extraordinary 
amgnificence iahis attire, canfed 
thofe whu approached him to fell 
profixate at his feet, afiomed the 


titles of ^d and Gad, as Caligu- 
la and Uomiiiau had done, and 
claimed divine worlhip. Hence 
Spartian^ in addreflIng his works 
to him, ufes this exprefiion ; llay 
thm at thi fnt $f your diity ( 3 }, 
Other writers expreis thenifelves 
in the feue llile, whether they 
direfe their (pcech to him, or his 
collegues,who, it feems, followed 
his example (4). Dmhfian took 
the name of Jowus^ and Maxi- 
man that of Herculesy as if they 
had been defeended from thefe 
petended deities ; and even ob- 
liged their fuccefibrs toalTume the 
feiqe titles. Thus Galerius and 
Maximin added to their other ri- 
des that of Junior and JovlSs^ 
and Confiantiiu the fumame of 
Herculeig which he tranfinitted to 
lAciniuty and his fon Confiaxtint ; 
but they fopn quitted them ; for 
La&antiiu tells ns, that, in the 

S ^zo. the impious ^amei of 
rr and Htrtuleo were abo- 
fiom off the fees of tlfo 
earth (5). 


510 B.lll. 

more furprifirig to us, "vhen qo Ac grwt i^uixiber 

of hiftorians ^oflouri&cd in bis time* tfe^m muftf 

ifrithoiit all doubt, have written the hijftor^' of his life, as 
inow'they did thofe of his predecelTors, which moft of them 
inferibed to him : but no particular and diltind^ account of his 
reign has reached us ; nay, a chafm even in the hiftory of Zo- 
from the death of Car us to the refignatiori of Diicle- 
Ran^ has deprived us of what we might ]l|t^e karnt concerning 
him of that, as we may call hirnj fepond-fiand hiftorian. 
May we not aferibe this general lofs of memoirs concerning 
hini to divine vengeance, for bis attempting utterly to abo- 
lifh the holy feriptures ? This, at lead, feems more probable 
to us, than what we read in a modern critic $ to wit, that the 
Chriftians^ oyt of hatred to fb cruel an enemy, fupprefTed all 
hifitorics and memoirs relating to him-^. Of the writers who 
fiouiifiaed under DiocUfian^ we fhall (peak in our note (K). 
c 

* Casaub. not. in Spart. p. 20i. 


(K) C/auMus EuJibeniuSp (c- 
crecary ro Diocltfiau^ wrote, in 
four books, the hiltory of the 
:four princes Dioclijian^ Maxi* 
Saiau, Conjiantiusy and Galerius 
(6) ; and this is all we know of 
him, Vo£im is of opinion, time 
JfiU^odotiu wrote the k£Ebry of 
3keltjian\ reign, becaufe Vopif* 
cus quotes him in relating Jome 
things concerning chat prince (7 ) ; 
but, as Ajclepiodotus was captain 
of the guards to Canfiantiusy and 
well acquainted with the court, 
might have quoted him, 
as he often quotes his father and 
grandfather, who never commit- 
ted any thing to writing. The 
Augttjiine writers, to wit. Spar* 
tian, LamprUiuSy E uUatius^ Cci* 
pitolinus^ Poilio^ and Voplfcus^ 
all lived in the reign of Diockfiaijy 
though fbmc of them wrote un- 
der his fucceffors. AUius Sp,ir* 
$ianm wrote hrlt the lives of all^ 
ilftiP frdfn JuUus Cafur 

and afterwards re- 
iidijLto them the lives of 


all the other emperors and O- 
farsy and to infcriJbe the whole 
to Didclifiany of whofe family 
he feems to have been (8). The 
lives of the following princes pafs 
under his n^pe, to wit, ofJdrian^ 
ofJEUHs F^rus bis adopted fon, of 

and Git4, ^fhofeof^/hs'C^arg 
AdriaUp Julian^ SeveruSy and i^i* 
ger, are infehbed to Dioclefian ; 
that of Caracalla has no dedica- 
tion' prefixed to It ; but the life 
of Geta is addreffed to Conjian* 
tiney already Augujius. What the 
author fays in his addreh, gives 
us room to believe, that he had 
dedicated other lives to the fame 
prince ; nay, Salmajias takes him 
CO be the author of the lives of 
all the emperors to Maximin I. 
((.)). This opinion we (hall exa- 
mine prefently. VopifeuSy in the 
life of Prohus, names Julius 
Capitolinas and Alius Lampri* 
tUus among the hillorians who 
had written l>cfore him (i). To 
the latter arc generally aferibed 




(%) ycr. 

( I ) I'rtfb, tfit, 

the 



C.XXIV. S%( JSijttry. 51.1 

Che li|fes|kOr Cemmiuit.tA Dia* as others had done before him \ 

Juttmuf tktfiwAof Micrinm, of but, upon fecond thoaghts* to 
HtlUgiAalus^^x^ltxaMitr^ The avoid prolixity and repetitions, he 
life of Cmm&dus is infcribed to joined feveral lives together, of 
Dhciefian i thole Off Utlhgahalus fuch emperors efpecially as reign*- 
and Ahxander to Conftanting^ ed at the fame time (6). Under 
who defired the author, as he his same pafs the lives of T. An^ 
tells us, to write the life of Ht^ tonimts^ Aurelius, L. Ferus, 
liogahahts, and to addrefs it to Ptrtmdx, Albinus, Macrinus, the 
him, as he had done feveral other two Maximins, the three Gordi- 
lives before (a). He adds, that ans, Maximus, 2jid Balhinus, The 
he defigned to write the hiftory hidory of Tiius Antoninus, M, 
of Alexander Senteruj, and his Aurelius, L, Virus, and Macri^ 
faccedbrs, to Canjlantine ; name- nus, are dedicated Co Dhciefian ; 
ly, of the Gordians, of Auriliaa, and that of the Maximins, of the 
Claudius, Dhciefian, MmximiJki, Gordians, and of Alhinus, to Con- 
Licinius, Sen/erus, Alexander, who fiantine, for wiiofe fake under- 
revolted in Africa in 308. and of took thwwholc work (7). Per- 
Maxentisu. Thefe princes were, haps Cornelius Capitolinus, quoted 
it feems, at that time all dead, by TrebeJlius Pollh in his account 
and conleqaently he could not of Zenobia (8), and fulius Capi- 
write this before the year 324. toUnus, are one and the fame 
He tells us elfewherc, that he perfon. Some manufcripts afcribe 
had written the lives of M Au- to Spartiaa all the lives that pafs 
reliusundMacrinus{^), In feme under tnename of Capitolinus, 
antient manufcripts, all the lives except thofe of the Mhsximins, 
that pals Under the name of Lam- of the Gordians, and of Maxi- 
prhBkSi txo aferibed tbi SparHam mus and Balbinus (9), Zalmafius 
and truly the lives faid to have yields to the authority of the 
been written by thefe two hiJio- snanuferipts ( 1 ) ; but Vojfius af- 
rians are in every refpeft fe like, ferts, that the lives commonly 
that feme learned critics have aferibed to Capitolinus were done 
taken them to have been done by him, and nut by Spartian [2). 
by one writer, named JElius Vulcatius Gallicanus, a Raman 
Lampridius Spartianus, Cafau- fenator, undertook, in the 
bon and Vojfius are greatly in- of Dhciefian, to write the lives 
dined to this opinion (4) ; the of all thofe who had enjoyed the 
more bccaufcrtf/z^jKJ often quotes fovereignty, whether by right or 
Lampridius, and nevtr Spartian. ufurpation (3); but of all he 
On the other hand, Salmafius wrote, or deligned to write, no- 
takes them to be two dillin^l thing has reached our timcf:, ex* 

-writers (5). Julius Capitolinus cept his hiilory of Avidius Caf- 
iikewife undertook to write the fius, who revolted in the Ealf 
lives of all the emperors in fo during the reign of M, Aurelius, 
many diftindland feparate books,” which is dedicated to Dhciefian, 

('2, ) Lampr. p. 4.5, loT, ijfi, 1 1 3. (3) Commod. vit. p. 4^. Diadutn. vif. 

p. 99. (4) Cafauh. to &lMr. p. i, L'{ft, Lat. /.)k i. 7. p. mi. J93. 

(5) Halntaf. in Xpart. p. 66. (6) Gord. •uit. p. 151. Max.m. ‘vit. p 130. 

(’j ) Cuptt. p. 30, 39, 96, Gff. ( 3 ) tyranr,, f. zg. p. njS, (cj } T;//! 

hift. Lar. /. n. c, 4. p. 1S6. (1) SAinaj. m Captt» p, t-a; I'J/, hji. La:, 

i. 65. p. iS. (3) C<j/it p. 41. 


This 



'jsft fl# 

SiH. fife. too. ;*^«ferilie. 

to ^purtitm (4), Btt^ the oattie J|jis vmww^ 

pf which ii no com- if oiQBOi|^guied 

' mm name, has not, in the opi- fmc of hit eotempontfx wi|eii 
nkm of been fiefixed (})• Sear efedbe to 

to It by chance, or mere caprice tmt thh jives that oait imiw Ihp 
of the tranfcnbitf . ValtJUa takes name of IW/w i but their epi»> 
the hiftorian to be one and the nion is njeAed the bed critics 
lame perfon with GalUcanus^ who (4). Flmnus Vtfifim was a na- 
was^ confal with Bqffus in the tive of Byrm€^f 9 t and iSsems to 
year 317. have been defoe^d of a noble 

TrtbelUus PMo wrote the liie &niily ; Sot bis father and grand- 
of Pin^, and of all the other &ther, whom he often quotes# 
princes, whether lawful empe- lived in great intimacy with 
rors or ufarpers. from his time J^dejtan. - He was induced to 
to the rei^ of Claudiui^ and his vmte th'* life of JurtUan^ as he 
brother ^intillus (6). He had himfrlf informs us, by Juniut 
began, it feems, this viork be- governor of (5), 

lore the year 291. when 97^#- in 291. or 292. but he did not 
rimftui was governor of Rme publifli it before Confiantim was 
(7). Great part of this work created Cafar (6^. He Teems to 
has been long fince lolL He have made Tome additions to it 

likewifo defigned to write the long after 1 for he takes notice 

lift of AmrtUan ; whic^ defign of a laying of DmUJUm after 
if he ever put in execution, it his refignation, whi^, he lays# 
was after P^/cus had written he had learnt of his lather (y)^ 
on the lame fubje^t ; for that He wrote likewifo the hiftories 
Writer glories in his being the of Tadfusp and his brother FU*’ 

firft among the Laths who pub- Hanms^ of Pr^hus, of Fimnrs^ 

lifhed the life of Avrelian (8). and of Ibme other ufurpers* ^ He 
Trebtilius Pdih Teems to have was employed in writing the 
been greatly attached te Conjhn^ lives of Cams and his chudrcm 
ttus the father of Cwftasstme while Galerhs was waging war 
(9}. Vopifius thinks he over- with the Perjsans (8) j that is# 
^vl.ed Tome thingl, and was too about the year 297. but he moft 
minute and diffafo in others! I }. have afterwards added foveral 
His hiftory of the thirty tyrants things to it ; for he mentions the 
was publiihed after the year 291 . ftiews, eadbildted ^by JHodtJum in 
when Cmftantm was already 50$^. and la^# that ** 

Csefar, He inferibed bis work ** who b^ hem figcretaiy to that 
to Tome particular friend or ** prince, had written bis IK^ 
friends, whom hedoes not name; *' and the lives of his three cdl- 
but the life of Clandhs he ad- ** Icgues (9).** From which cas- 
dr^es to Cenftasstht, and not pieffion we may conclude# ftoC 
o Qsnftsmtiust a), iomo have ' only that was no long* 

(4) Ssha/. tn^p»i, p, loS. ($) ht/t. Lot, L !S, r. 5. p, 1874 

(6) Aur, me. p. 209, 243. (7} Um Hid, /S) Idem ihd. (9) CsJasA, 

in not p, S03. ft) Aitr, mt. ihd, f %) btjt. Lot, c, 6 , p» \yo» 

(l) Idm thtd, (4) CafmA. tn Poll, p» 2 o%, (5) jSur, mt, p, tag* (6) 

p 224. (7} Jdem,p. 333 * f8^ C«r. vtt,p, 250. (9) Ifoe# 

/• * 54 - ^ 
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wlihfeeiwwry, Ai for the Wher fi«, they by- 

ly thet wa. «> kmger wy gr«t «»“* “ 

mpeior, but likfwifo that he, their choice, and of meth^m 
and lua coUetuii, were dead, fogefoug what foey h^ chrfen. 
fitice their liwa were already Of thefe fi* wn^, 
written The laft of them died is the moft comufed and injndi- 
ia %n. ' VtHfiM infcribed his cious; whence feme have fu- 
ZS nm to the emperors, but fpeaed. that the author of this 
to his fiiends. The life of F/r- colleaion might have mued and 
anu is a d<lr«<fed to Bajif, and Wended together the relanons of 


that of Prohut to one Celfus^ his 
intimate friend, perhaps Htrtn^ 
nius Celfust who afpired to the 
confulfhip (i), and was, accord- 
ing to Cafatibon {2)*, govempr 
of Egfpt. Vtpifeus wa^ great 
admirer of Ap^lhnius ^yan^uif 
and pronufes, in one place of his 
work, to write his life s but of 
fuch a performance no mention 
is aiade fay any of the antients 
(3). Thcfc fix writers, to wit. 


Capitolinuf^ Spartimn^ and fome 
others (4). Their ftile is quite 
coarfe and unpoliftied, their cx- 
preifions uncouth, and foinetimcs 
hardly intelligible. P opifeus 
writes, that Lavtprtdius and C«- 
pitdinm minded rather truth 
than elc^nce in their narrations 
(5). Pollio owns his ftile to have 
nothing of the elegance of the 
antientb (6). But, of the mlny 
hiftorians, feme fay fifty and up- 


111, xamc ux wnvcia, w Y — - / / * 

iUtim, Lam^us. VuUtttHs, wards, who have handled the 
cZiflhuu, PMo, mArtpi/cut, fame fubjeft, only the above- 
M commonly known to the mentioned fix have reached us. 


leaned by the name of biflorU 
Arngufid /cript€ra, though they 
are, in efie£l, rather biographers 
hiftorians, and take more 
care to inform os of the good 
and Ind qualities of the empe- 
rors, of their birth, education, 
nature, mien, and even their 
diet, and the deaths they wore, 
fiiyn to deferibe their wars, the 
laws they enadled, and the grc®t 
revolutions that happened during 
their refpeaivc reigns. Vopifeus, 
in the opinion of the learned, 
far excels the reft, both as to his 
method and ftile ; but, neverthe- 
lefi, has many great faults,* and 
is not to be compared with any 

f V -Aim. 


or Statius CyrillHS, was 
cotemporary with thefe fix wri- 
ters, and tranflated the lives of 
feveral emperors out of Greek 
into iLatin. Conjiantine defired 
him to abridge them, and to join 
feveral lives together in one vo- 
lume (7). His work has been 
long fince loft. Sotgricus,^ poej 
and hiftorian, flouriftied in^e 
reign of DiocUfian^ on whom he 
wrbte a panegyric. He was a 
native or Oajis in hihya^ and 
much efteeraed by the learned 
men of his age. He left behind 
him feveral works, and, among 
the reft, the life of ApolloniuM 
7 yanAUs (8) 3 but only a fmall 


1 $ not to oe comp»Fcu ^ 

of the MticDt !-**■« hiflorians. .fragment of what he wrote bu 


f 1) T»»>. tjrtn. vit. p. 19?. (*) e — ---- 

f 6 ) %^rg!fyran, p, 1S4 (7) Max. vtt. p. 138. ktfi. Lat. c, 7. p. 193. 

(8) Sutd. p- 7^4* 


(2) Cafauh. tn Fcpifc. p 
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been conveyed to ns by the fcho- pnbliihing thei^ .imral books 
liaft of Lycophron (9). againft che Ghriftkins. Ht was 

But, of all the writers who defoended of a good femily. His 
flourifhed under Dmlejian^ the ancellors were not Gruh^ bat 
mod famous was the philofopher Syrians^ fp far as We can judge 
Porphyriusj born, as hc himfelf from the name of his father, who 
writes, in the city of Tyre^ dr was called Malchm ; which 
that neighbourhood ; for he ftiles name he himfelf bore in his 
himfelf a (j). Si.Jereh youth; but, as the name of 
gives him the furname of JBata^^ Maltbui in the Syriac langua^ 
neotes {z)\ whence fonfe have fignified kiHg^ LongtnUi advimd 
believed him to have been a na- him to exchange it for that of 
tive of Bataneuy a village in Sy^ Furphyrius^ which has fome re* 
r/<7, according to Stfphanus^ or lation to royalty, the word ^op* 
racher iii Fhofnicia ; for it Hood fignifying in Greek, purple, 

within fifteen miles of Cafarea which was peculiar to the em- 
'\iiPaUJitne, Perhaps jhe fami- perors and Cd^ri. However, he 
]y of Vorphyrim came originally was, by (bme, Hill called Me/* 
from 7yf i?, and thence he dlled chus ; and LonginUs himfelf gave 
hiinfelf a Tyrian^ though born in him that name in addreifing a 
the village of jiatanea (3). It work to him (9). He was TOm 
is certain, that he palled part of in the year 233 . for he was thirty 
his life in the neighbourhood of in the tenth year of the reign of 
7yre (4). Baronim inaintains Gallknw (ij. Socrates writci, 
him to have been by religidn a that at firft he profelled 
yew(^) probably for no other Chriftian religion; but after- 
teilfon, but becaufe he fuppofed wards, upon his being beaten and 
him to have been a native of Ba- abufed by fome Chrifiians at Ca- 
tanea ; but in thofe days Bata- /area in Palajline, ovit of rcveti^ 
rtea was inhabited not only by he not only lenounced, but un- 
yews, but likewife by Greeks dertook to impugn, the religion 
and Syrians. It is true, he al- which he had, till that timepro- 
ways fpoke with great reverence felled (2}. Holjlenius likewife 
^Jie Goo of che 7 <^'wj( 6 ) ; but, fuppofes him to have been once 
at the feme time, he declared a Chrillian, and for that fup- 
himfelf an open enemy to that polition quotes St. Jujiin (3); 
people, as well as to the Chri* but that fether only fays, chat 
Ilians (7). St. Auftin ftiles him Perpkyrius had read the ^ripture 
Porphyrias the Sicilian (8), pro- with great attention, but coi^ 
bably on account of his having not be reconciled to the bumi- 
refided a long time in Sicily, and licy of Jefus (4] ; from which 

.. (9) htfi. Grat. /. ii* c, 16, p. 245. (1) Plot, wt, p, 6. (2) Hier, 

in Gal, par, ‘prim. 1 ^6. (3) /oi f. /. iii. e, ik, p, 286. (4) •atu 

f. II. (5) Bi r'tn. ad ann. 302. (6) Au^ujl. civit, Dct, /. xjx. e, 23. 

p. 253. fjJ Etifeb. piap. /. x. c. 9. p. 405. (8) Aug, retraff 

t. ii. <•. II. /. 24. (9) Eurtap, c, 11. p. 16. Flvf. tnt, p. 10. ( 1) Idem, 

p. 3. (2) Soer. I, iVu c, }. p, loo, (3) Forphyr, we, e, 5. p, 19. 

(4} Airg, t/v Vci, I, X. p, IlS. 
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words no one can conclude, that 
heever profdTed the doftrine and 
humility of Jefus. While he 
was yet very young, he £iw Ori- 
at that time in great credit 
among the Chriftians (5 not at 
AUxandrUy as VincenttHs Liri- 
nenfis writes (6) (for he had left 
that city 10231.;* but either at 
Cdfana in Palxftinty or at Tyre, 
Porpbyrius came to Rome a^ut 
the year 252. He was difciple 
to Longinmy under whom heitu- 
died at Athens the philofophy of 
Flatoy and made fucji progre^in 
his ftudies, that he fowl 
the honour and ornament of that 
fchool ( 7 ) . Though he was one 
of the moft dangerous and inve- 
terate enemies the Chridian re- 
ligion ever had, yet this has not 
hindered the Chriftian writers 
from doing him juftice, and be- 
ilowing upon him the praifes he 
deferved. Eufehius ranks him a- 
mong the moft illuftrious men.and 
eminent philofophers, that flou- 
riftiedatany time(S). Cyriiiusof 
Alexandria extols his knowlege ; 
and St. A>fjlin ftiles him an extra- 
ordinary genius, and the moft 
learned among philofophers (9). 
In the year 263. being then 
thirty, he palled from Greece to 
Rome, where he heard Plotinus, 
who taught there ; and no fooner 
beard him, chan, forgetting Lon- 
ginmy and all the other philofo- 
phers, he addicted himfelf in- 
wtirely to him(i). Suidas fup- 
pofes him to have been likewife 
diiciple to Amelias (2) ; but the 


latter ftudied at the lame time 
under Plotinus, fo chat he and 
Porphyrias were rather con- 
difciples (3). Porphyrias, indeed, 
might have learnt many things 
of Amelias, who was eighteen 
years older than he, and b^n, m 
that lenfe, his difciple. He lived 
fix years with Plotinus, and the 
fruit he reaped from his infiru- 
dions was a profound melancho- 
ly, which, in the end, reduced 
him to fuch mifery, tjiac he re- 
foived to deftroy himfelf. Plo- 
tinas, fufpe^ting his defign from 
fome words he dropped, pre< 
vailed upon him to divert his 
mind fiom fuch gloomy thoughts 
by traveling. He cheiefore 
took his leave of Plotinus, and, 
in the beginning of the year 268. 
the fifteenth of the reign of Gal- 
lienus, fet out from Rome, and 
crolfed over into Stcilv. He 
landed* near Mejfana, now Mef- 
final but, without vifiting that 
city, went ftrait to cape Lily- 
hium, CO fee one Probus, who 
was generally efteemed a man of 
gr^ac learning. He continued 
fome days with Probus, without 
taking any food, or converfing 
with any one (4) ; but, in the 
end, got the letter of his me- 
lancholy, and ftaid near twcaiysaxs 
at Lilyheum. While be was 
there, Plotinus died at Rome, 
about the beginning of the year 
270. From Sicily Porphyrias 
feems to have paffed into the 
£aft, to have ftaid fome time at 
Tyre, and, returning from thence 


(S) Eufeb. A vi. e, 19. p, aio. (6) Vine. Lir, e, 23. p» 351. (7) Eufet, 

Pr^par. man. 4 X. i, 3. 4^4. Eunap. c. z. p, i6. (8) Enfeb ihtd. 

Forphyr, vit. c. i,p. lo, 1 1. (9) Aug. civ, Dei, e. fz. p, l»o. (i ) Plot. 

Mut. p. 3 Eunap. c, ii. p, I7. (z) Smd, p, 573, Z93. (3) Pkt, vit. p. 3. 

(4) idem, p. 4. Emn/ip. c, z. p, 17, li. 


to 


5»5 


Lis 



fbt Komxi Hifisry, B.I1L 

to Sicily^ to bave croflbd over children with greater care, out 
from Lilybium to Africa; and of reg^d to t.heir fetfaer, who 
there vibted the city of Carthage was lui particular fri^ (a). At 

(5) . From Africa he (ailed theChriftian writers upbraid him 
back to Sicily ^ and from Biciiy with novices, we conclude him 
returned to Komt^ where he ap- to have been, as to his life and 
plied himfelf to the dudy of elo- manners, altogether blameleliu 
quence, and even made fome Eunafius extols his eloquence, 
public fpoeehes or declamations and the beauty of his dUe and 

(6) . He lived to a great age, expreifions (3). He was tho- 
fays Eunapius ; and Perpbyrius roughly verfed in every branch 
himfelf, in his life of Phtinm^ of literature, excelled aU men of 
fpeaks of a thing that happened his age in the knowlege of po- 
to him when he was fixty-eight ; L'te learning, arithmetic, geo^ 
that ii, in the year 299. or 300 metry, and mufic (4) ; but (hone 
f 7). fo that he not only lived chietiy in philofophy, his favour^ 
to the reign of Probus, as Buna- ite fcience and ftudy. Authors 
pitts writes, but to chat of Dio- obferve of him, that whereaa 
defian, and perhaps longer: other philofophers ftudted to oon^ 
which confirms what we re^ in ceal their fentiments with an af- 
St. Auftini to wit, that he lived fefted obfeurity, Porphyrins ex» 
in the time that the princes of prefTed himfelf in a manner ad« 
the earth, and the adorers of the apted to the meaneft capacities 
infernal fpirits, confpired ^to ex- (5). He taught philofophy at 
tirpate the ChrilUan religion ; Rome, both by word of mouth, 
and therefore could not perfuade and in writing. Jamhlicbus, w 
himfelf, that it bad been given celebrated philofopher in thofe* 
by God for a means of falvation ; times, and fbeochrus of Afimt is 
Whereas he ought, continues Sc. Pdopostm/us, a man in great rC'^ 
Aufiin, CO Jiave looked upon that puce among the pagans, were 
bloody perfecution as an evident both his difciples (6) ; as likewife 
proof of the glory and invinci- were, according to fome writers, 
ble ibengch of the church (8). Cbryfaores, Nemercus, and G#« 
He died, according to Buna pins dalus, who inferibed fome worka 
(9>, Rome, St. Jerm feems to him (7). He was very com* 
to have believed, that he was municative to thofe who defir^ 
buried in Bicily (i). He had to be informed and infiru^d, 
married a widow, by name Mar- and kind to his difciples, whom 
cella, who bad live children by on all occafions he was ready ta 
a former hufband. Eunapius tells aifift to the utmofl of bis power, 
us, that Iw married her with no He applied himfelf, as moll of 
other view but to bring up her the Piaiossic philofbphcrs did iw 

(5) Po^byr, •ait, p, 2— Iz. Pht. viV. p. 17. (6) Eunap, c. 1, p, 

2 X. Pht, vit, p, i6. {y) Idem {%) Aug.civ, Deif I, 

f. 32. p. 1*0, 121. *r (9) Euttop. c. 2. p, 21, (1) Hier, in Ezeeb, 

p. 377- (*) Eunap. f..2. p, II. (3) Idem, c, a, 3. p, 19* 20. 

(tf) Idem, p, 18, 19. (5) Idem ibid, ( 6 J Pbgf, f, 2^2, p, I 0 S 7 « 

S/epA. p. lai. (7) Porphyr, vit, c, 5.^. 44 > & 5 ^ 53 * 
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thofe to die execrable ftu- hijhrf, or, as it is fUIed by otben, 
dy of magiCf which fcedifgaifcd curUus wtertainrnents (i). Out 
with the planfibie name of tbt- of the firft book of this work, 
or di*oint fetation (8). Euftbius qnctes a long pailsge 
He compofcd aa incite number upon plagtaries, who copy from 
of books upon difibent fubjedls, one another (a). Among his 
of which the reader will find a philofophical works, Ihljitmus 
catalogue in the latter end of the takes, in the firft place, notice 
. difiertation which pub- of the introduflion upon the 

iiflied on the life and writings of vnwerfah^ which he wrote while 
that philqfopher (9). We (hall in Sicily^ to explain to Chtyfa- 
only cake notice of fuch of his errx, his difciple, the caUgonc$ 
works as are dill emnt. Ama- of Ariftotle, One AmmauuM 
nufcript has reached #>ur tfees wrote a comment upon this 
on the quantity and meafure of work, which is ftill extant. An- 
words, under the name of For- other awork of Porpbyrius^ on 
pbyritu, whom Hof/tittius believes AriftatW^i categories ^ was fird 
to have been the true author of printed zt Paris in 1543. Be* 
it. To Hornet is added, in feve- ftdes thefc two, he wrote a third 
ral editions, a fmall work, con- on the fame fubjeft, in feven 
taining chircy-two queftions con- books, which he infcribed to 
cerniii|f that poet, done by Por~ G^dalus. This was in great part 
pkyrius, and looked upon by Hoi- copiecf by lamblicbus, who Iike- 
Jlettiiu as the beginning of an wife publiihed a treatife on the 
indre comment, well known to categories longer than that of 
the ancients. The fame writer Porphyrius [i). In the latter end 
pnblifhed in 1 630. a piece, which of the lad century was publifhed, 
•he afisibes to Porpbyrius^ on the at EaJlcj an introduftion, written 
cave of the nymphs, defcribed by Porpbyrius, on Ptolemfu 
in the thirteenth book of the work, touching the force and 
Oiyfffy : the reader will find infiucnce of the dars ; and itve* 
there many difikulctes cleared up ' ral manul'cripts of a comment 
touching the tlieology of the by Potpby?ius on aootberi^vork 
pagans. At the fame time Hob of Ptolemy^ treating of harmony 
genius publifhed a fragment of and mufic, are dill extant (4). 
Purphyrius on the river Styx\ His books, containing the lives 
and feveral other fragments of and tenets of the philofophcrs, 

* that piece arc to be Ibund in S/o- were well known to the antients t 
bseut. Porpbytiiu often quotes but he brings them no lower 
there the fitxedoBariofants^ and than to Plato\ time (5). The 
his difciples, who, he fays, lived fubjedl of the find book of this 
in the time of Htliogahalsu. He work was the life of Pythagoras^ 
wrote, in five books, theciirrsio* which Hcljienius has publlhed, 

(8) /lug, civ. Dei, /. x. f. 9. p. Jil. Bufeh.prap. evang. /. iv. c 6. p. 14^ 
(^J Holfien. vit, Perpt. e. 6 , (i) Fit, Porph. p. 4ft — 49. ( 1} £’v/ 4 , 

prjfp. evatig. /. X. €• 3 . p, 464* ^ 3 ) Perphy, vtt. p. 5 r , 51. ( 4 ^' 

f- 54 f 55 * (5; ^ 5 ^* 
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but ifnperfe£):. The third con- written by to confute 

tained the life of Soeratts^ of Boethius^ a celebrated 
whom he fpeatcB very contei^t- in the time of Augufim (2). Per- 
oufly, having, as is fuppofed, pbyrim poblifhed another work 
compiled thefe lives with paifages on the faculties of the /oul^ OQt 
borrowed from the ancients, and, of which a long paiTage has been 
among the reft, from Ariflexenes^ conveyed to us by Stoiaus, Hoi- 
a declared enemy to Socrates (6). ftenius has publilhed feveral fen- 
The reader will find, in the fe tences, orTayingsof Forphyrius^ 
cond book of Stoheus, great part which make up part of a crea- 
of a work done by Porphyrim^ tife intituled, 0a 

on What it is in our power to do^ intelligible, Eufebius and St. 
anddnfcribed by him to Chry/a- AMn make frequent mention of 
ores{j^. The four books, which a better /rom Porphyrins to one 
he wrote againft eating of flelh, Anehon^ an Egyptian prieft or 
and the Latin tranflationnf them prophet, containing feveral que- 
by Bernardus felicianus^ are ftions touching the nature of de* 
highly efteemed by Holjienius. mons, the oracles, and magic. 
Thefe books are addrefted to This letter was anfwered by lam- 
Caftricim Firmus^ who had an hlicbus^ under the feigned name 
eftate at Minturna^ in the neigh- of Abammon (3). Eufebius and 
bourhood of Rome^ and^ greatly Stobcus quote feveral 'pafiages 
admired, or rather adored, both out of a book upon ftatues^ where- 
Plotinus and bis favourite difciple in Porphyrins is fuppoiipd to have 
Porphyrins (d). Eufebius and excufed, in the beft manner he 
Tbeodoret have made ufe of fe- could, the worlhip paid by the 
veral paflages in this work, in pagans to their idols (4}. Cyril-- 
writing againft the facriiices of lu$ of Alexandria has tranferibed 
the gentiles (g). As in this work fome paflages out of another 
Porphyrins condemned the facri' book of his, inferibed to Nemer^ 
iices, which the Jvws were, by tus^ upon Dinsine Providence. 
their law, commanded to offer to Eufebius and St. AufHn fpeak fre- 
the«;rue God, Diodorus^ biftiop quently of a treatife intituled 
of Tarfus^ undertook to confute philofophy founded upon oracles^ in 
him as to that particular. St. all likelihood the fame work with 
Aufiin often quotes a treatife of that which Eufebius eliewhere 
Porphyrins on the return of the ftiles a colle^ion of oracles. This 
y&«//0Goo(i], divided into feve- work confifted at leaftof three 
ral books. This is, without all books (5). St. of opi- 

doubt, the treatife on the foul, nion, that moft of the oracles !«• 
which is often cited by Enjebm, lated by Porphyrins in that trea- 

and was divided into five boqksf tiie were feign^ by himfelf .(6). 

» 

(6) Perpbyr, «V. e. 7, p. 60. (7) Idem, f, 64, (8) /irm ibid. 

(9) Idem ibid, (i) Aug, eiv, Dei, I, x. p, 9, &c. (2j Payb. 

vitmp. yt, 72. Eufeb. prop, evarg. i.ui, e, 34. (3) j^ug, eiv. Dei, I. x. 

f. Ji,p. 1 12, &c. Eufeb. ibid, I, xh, c. 10. p. 741, {^4. ) Eutrop, p, 75. 

Eujeh, tbtd, f. iii. c. g.p. 100. (5) Porpb. vie, p, 78. Jenf /. id, e, 15, 

f, 289. (6j Aug. eiv, Dei, /. xsx, c. 23. p, 253. 
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fit pnblifhed, by the advice of 
Plotinus^ a b^k a^inft the he- 
retics, <^ed graftict^ to 
that a creatiie on magic, which 
they peruftd* and afpriW to Z«- 
pafter^ was a Aippofttitious piece, 
and written by fome of them (7)^ 

e e publilhed an ii^cfedible nuin- 
r of othcfrj^k?, which are 
inentioned by the antients, and 
^ have been lohg iince intirely lofl. 
w put none of his works hav^ ren- 
dered him fo famous as that which 
he wrote againit the Chrifl^ns, 
to whom he bqre an iiteconcilea- 
ble hatred, and whofe religion he 
endeavour^ to diferedit with the 
blacked calumnies. He read 
yvith great attention the Scri- 
ptures, not to faek the truth, 
but to find arms wherewithal to 
impugn it, fays ^hndortt (8). 
He pretended to have difeovered 
fn the facred books a great many 
^ntradidlions, which were, it 
feems, the ful;:je£i of his fird 
book ; for the whole work was 
divided into fifteen (9). He 
found the prophecies of DanUl 
(b clnrly and evidently fulfilled, 
that he employed great part of 
his twelfth book in endeavouring 
tto (hew, that the prophecies 
alcribed to Daniel had been pub- 
li&ed unde^ his name by one who 
lived in the 'time of Antiochus^ 
and wrote wjieh the things fup- 
pofed to nai^e been foretold had 
already happen^ (1). As For- 
phyrius was a man of great learn- 
ing, and highly edeeihed by the 
pagans, many were by h’s wri- 
tings diverted from ^mbradi^ 

(•j) p. 10. (8) 

(q) Eufeb* /, vi. C, 19. p- Ug* Porphyi 
Dan, p, 567. (xj Socrar, /, i. t. 9. j 
ibid, (5) P.Pagi^p, 30a. 


the Chridian religion, which, 
however, triumphed in the end 
oyer this, ^s it had done over all 
its ocher enemies. The emperor 
after he had em- 
braced the Chridian religion, 
publilhed fome fevere edi^s^ ei- 
ther againd tha perfon of Por^ 
phyrius, if he was dill alive, which 
is not at all likely, or againd his 
memory, and his writings, which 
he caufed to be publicly burnt ( 2). 
Some authprs think, chat this 
puniihment extended to all his* 
Waitings i but ConJlantinP^ words 
need not to be taken in fo gene 
ral a 1 b|i(e (3]. That prince, to 
(hew his averfion to the Ariavs, 
ordered them to be called Porphv- 
rians (4). The Chriftians did 
not fail to anfwer the ill -grounded 
calumnies, and fophidical reafon- 
ings, gf their crafty and malicious 
enemy. The holy bidiop Methu' 
dius confuted him in a very learn- 
ed piece, which he publidied be- 
fore the pcrfccution of Diodrjiun, 
in which he was crowned with 
martyrdom. Some are of opi- 
nion, chat he wrote it during ih<. 
pcrfccution { 5) ; but we can hard- 
ly perfuade ourfelvcs, that he was 
Chen at leifure to compofe fucti 
a long and elaborate wovk, the 
bidiops bping, in times of per- 
fecution, wholly taken up in re- 
lieving, comforting, aiidencou- 
niging, the diftref&d Chridianii 
under their care. Eujebius of 
Cajarea^ a man of great learn- 
ing and erudition, publilhed, foon 
after Methodius, an anfwer to the 
calumnies of Porphyrias^ in thirty 

Tbecdoret. d§ Grac. affeS, L vii. p. :;88. 
•• v/>, f, 10. ^.81. (1} lU^r. m 
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books ; and ApoUinarii wrote the 
fame number of books againft 
him about fixty years after Eu- 
fihitu. But all thefe works, as 
well as that of Forphyriusy which 
they confuted, have been long 
fince loft. Julian the Apofiate 
borrowed from Porphyrins what 
he wrote againft the Chriftian 
religion ; bat he was fully* an- 
fwered by the pious and learned 
Cyrillui of Alexandria* St. Je- 
renty St. Auftifty Eufehiusy and 
**[beodorefy make ufe of (everal 
pailages out of PorphyriuSy in 
confuting the calumnies of the 
pagans ; for that impiacabfe ene- 


my to the Chriftiaii rdigioD, not- 
withftanding all hia hatred and 
malice, could not help uttering 
many things, which redounded 
greatly to the honour of thofe> 
whom he intended to traduce and 
expofe ; hence the judicious ob- 
fervation of Theedoretlwithv/hidl 
we (hall clofe this note s to wit, 
that as God obliged Balaam to 
** blefs his people, whom he^ 
was come with a defign ro 
corfe, fo he turned the tongue 
df Porphyrins againft hinrnlf, 
and employed him as a means 
to deftroy the felftiood 'which 
** he laboured to eftablilh (6).'* 


(6) ^Xbfodort dt cvrsmd. Crttcor* /. iiy* 
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CHAP. XXV. 

The Roman HiJtctyj from the Refignation of Diocicfian, 
to the Removal of the Imperid Scat to Coiift^idno* 
pie, by Conftandne the Great. 

U PON the reflgnation of DmUfian and Maximian^ the Conftam- 
two Cafars^ Cwftantius and Galerius^ were univerfally tius and 
ackpowleged emperors. Of the latter we have fpoken above, Galenai 
and (hall here give a* fuccin^'account of the birth, education, aeknomo- 
preferments, and qualities, of Cwjiantim^ the father of the Itgedemp^^ 
great Conjiantine^ to whom the Chriftia% religion is fo highly wx. 
indebted. Conflatitius^ ff iled in the ancient inferiptions Fwius ^ear of 
Valerius Confiantius (A), was the fon of Eutropius^ one of flood 
the chief lords of Dardania in Upper Mcefia^ by Claudia the ^? 745 * 
daughter of Crifpusy brother to the emperor Claudius a ; fo Chrjft 

that he was not, as fome have ftilcd him, grandfon but 
great-nephew, to that prince. He is cqpimonly diftinguiibed ^ ^ 
from other emperors of the fame name by the furname of 
Chlorusy borrowed perhaps from the palenefs of his counte- Extra^ 
nance \ for fuch is the import of that w^ord in the Oreek tongue. 

He was born, according to fome writers^, on the thirty-firft prefer- 
of March y of what year we know not, being only told, that, ments ef 
at the time of his death, which happened in 306. he was, or CoDflan. 

tius. 

■ ZoNAR. vit. Dioclef. p. 243. Ammian. anonym, p. 471. 

Spon. p. 193. Claud, vit. not. Salmas, p. 331. ^ By* 

zantinor. familis, p. 43. * Bucher, de cpd. 

p. .76, 

(A) Conftantiut is fometlmes fome authors (2)^ peculiar to 
called Julitu by Aurelius Fi^lor, the family of the emperor Clau* 
to diftinguifti him from the other dius 11. whofe great nephew he 
emperors of the fame name (1). was. In fome inferiptions, Csa- 
He probably afliimed the name fi anti us is falily (tiled the grand- 
of Valeriui when he was adored fon of Claudius ; and, in one, 
by Maumian^who had borrowed Conflantine is called the grandfon 
it of DmUJian^ As for that of of Claudius^ aaj the fon of Cow^ 

Flavius y it was, according to fiantius (3). 

(1) Aur* Via, p, 514. (a) Vide SalmaJ, in Chad, p, 331, ^3^ Cn 

ter, p, 283, 
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at leaft feemed to be, very old d. In his perfon, he was well 
fhaped ; and in his afpeA there was fotnetbing extremely gra- 
cious and pleafing^ He was not fo well yerfed in letters as 
in the military art, which he learnt under two great warriors, 
jlurelian and Probus ^ An antjent anonymous writers teU^ 
ns, that he ferved fome time, in the guards, was afterwards 
^^e tribune, and at length appointed governor of Dalmatia, 
He iignalized himfelf in^war, and gained a gteat vidoiy over 
the Alemans in campis Vindonis^ that is, in the neighbourhood 
of Windijch^ at prcfept a fmall village in the canton of Bern^ 
thd fame year xhzx Conjiaritine was born, that is, in 274 \ 
He was made governor of Dalmatia in the year 282* or 283. 
by CarsH^ who had even fome tl\oughts pV creating him Cafar^ 
in the room of his debauched and widked fon Carini^^ whom 
be defigned to depo{e K Dhclefian^ judging him well quali- 
fied for the fovereignty, agreed with Maximian to create hinp 
Cafar^ together with GaUrius^ on the firlt of March of tbp 
year 292. as we have related above. He Received the purple 
at the hands of Maximian^ u ho by that ceremony adopted 
him 4 and hence he is fometimes called by the name of 
cults which Maxifnian had afl'umed. He took place of 
GaleriuSf though created Ca/ar at the fame time, on account 
of his more noble extradion K Upon bis being made Cafar^ 
Gaul^ Spalhj and Britain^ fell to his {hare. 

JUsixefl- When he attained to the empire, be governed the fame 
bm quaU- provinces with fuch juftice, equity, and moderation, as gained 
ties. him the hearts of his people, and made them look upon hii^ 
rather as their common father, than their fovereign. He is 
extolled, not only by Eufebius and La£fantius^ whofe tefti- 
mony might be fufpeacd, but by all the pagan writers^ as the 
ft equitable, pious, prudent, humane, and generous prince, 
that ever fwaycd a fceptrc*^. He was not folicitous, fays£»- 
iropius ”, about enriching the exchequer, but pleafed that his 
people (hould enjoy the fruit of their labour arid induftry. He 
was often heard to fay, it was better the wealth of a country 
ihould circulate among the people, than be locked up in the 

^ Euseb. vit. Conft. 1 . i. c. 18. ^ « Paneg. p,i26. 

$c 9. p. 192. Aur. Vict. p. 524. Prob. vit. p.a4i. 

R Anonym. Ammiano fubjanClus, p. 471. ^ Paneg. 9. 

p. 192. • * Car. vit. p. 235* ^ Paneg. 4. p. 115. 

' Lactant. perfec. c. 20. p. 18. ™ Panegyr. 5. p. 12S. 

6. p. 136, 137. 9. p. 192. 219, *» Eutrop* 

p. 587. 
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coffers of the prince. For fear of loading bis people, he was 
extremely fparing in his diet, furniture, equipage, and retinue. 

When he entertained his friends, and the officers of his court, 
he was obliged to borrow plate for the ufe of his table. What 
Eutropius writes is confirmed by Eufebiusy who relates the 
following remarkable llory, paffing over in filence, fays he, 
many others no lefs remarkable, but generally known : As An in- 
the moderation and mildnefs with vfhich Co^antius governed, of 
were cvery-where mightily applauded, and it was generally Af- 
raid, that he had no money by him, being unwilling to raife 
any upon his people, Dbclejian fent per^ns on purpofe 
reproach him with his negled of the public, and the poverty 
to which he was reduced byb*his own fault. Conftantiui heard 
thefe reproaches with patience ; and, having perfuaded thofe, 
who made them in DiocleJian*& name, ip ftay a few days with 
him, he fent word to the moft we^thy perfons in the pro- 
vinces, that he wanted money, and that they had now an 
opportunity of (hewing whether or no they truly loved their 
prince. Upon this notice, every one drove who (hould be 
foremod in carrying to the exchequer all their gold, filver, 
and valuable effeds } fo that in a (hort jime Conjtantiusy from 
the poored, became by far the mod wealthy of all the four 
princes* He then invited the deputies of Uiockfian to vifit 
bis treafury, defiring them to make a faithful report to their 
mader of the date in which they (hould find it. They obeyed v 
and, while they dood gazing on the 'mighty heaps of gold and 
iiiver, Conjiantius told them, that the wealth, which they be- 
held with adonifhment, had long fince belonged to him \ but 
that he had left it, by way of depofitum, in the hands of his 
people ; adding, ll)at the richefi and jfureji treafure of the 
prince was the love of his fuhje£fs^ The deputies wei»i no 
fooner gone, than the generous prince fent for thofe who 
had affided him in this exigency, commended their zeal, and 
returned to every one what they fo readily brought into his 
treafure 0(B). 

When 


® Euseb. 1 . viii. c. 13. 17. p. 309. 317. & vit. Conllant. 1 . i. 
c. 13. p.414. 

(B) writes, that, for his he was furnamed ne poor (4). 

contempt of riches and grandeur, Libanms too extoh his tender and 

(4) ZuiJ. r /». 

paternal 
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WhEN DtocUfiatt^ in the year 303. at the tnft^atton of 
Caieriifs^ began to perfecute the church, he fent his bloody 
,edi£^s to Maximian and Ciir^antius^ injoining tlieai both to 
fee them put in execution in their fefpedive -provinces. Ma^ 
ximian obeyed with great readinefs and joy ; ai^d Cwfientm^ 
that he might not feem to oppofe his collegues, fuSered fome 
churches to be pulled down ; but was To far from encouraging 
fa- that, or any other violence, that, on the contrary, he pre- 
vMvri thi ferv^ the Chriftians, in his provinces, exempt from all the 
CMfiianj- evils which they fuffered in thofe of the others ; infomuch 
that the church enjoyed under him a profound tranquillity, 
and intirc liberty of worlhip P (C). Thoygh he countenanced 
' V ^ and 

P Euseb 1 . viii. c. 13. 18. p. 309. 317. & Conft. vxt. I. i. c. 13. 
p. 413. Oftat. mil.x i. p. 44. Lact. c. 15. p. 13. 


paternal regard for the people, 
who were blelTed with fo good a 
prince ; and adds, No frina tvor 
/owJ money lefs j no prince nuae 
ever more UveJ by bis /uffje^s (5 ). 
Eu/ibius frequently commends 
the piety of Cmfiantius ; and not 
only tells us, that he was inclined 
to the true religion, but that he 
acknowleged only one Goo, the 
Supreme Being \ that he had ho- 
noured him all his life, had con- 
secrated to him his whole houfe, 
and condemned the many gods 
adored by the impious (6). This 
is ioA manner telling us, that he 
was a ChriAian ; and neverthe- 
lels, neither Eufebius, nor any 
othe^ writer, affirms that, at leaft 
in exprefs terms ; nay, it appears 
from Euftbius^ that he efteemed 
and countenanced, but never pro- 
feffitd, the Chriftian religion. 

(C) Eufehisu relates of him 
the following memorable aflion ; 
While his collegu^^ fays he, were ' 
perfecuting the ChriAians with 
fire and fword, he politically pre- 
tended to perfecute them too ; 


and declared to fuch officers of 
his houfhold, and governors of 
provinces, as were Chriftians, 
that he left it to their choice 
either to (acrifice to the gods, 
and by that means maintain them- 
felves in their employments, or 
to forfeit their places, and his 
favour, by continuing Aeady in 
their religion. When they had 
all declared, the emperor dJfoo- 
vered his real fentiments ; re- 
proached, in moft bitter terms, 
thoie who had renounced their 
religion ; highly extolled the vir- 
tue and con&ncy of fuch as had 
defpifed the wealth and vanities 
of the world ; difmiAed with ig- 
nominy the former, hyiti^Tbat 
thofe^ Vibe bad betrayed tbeif^ 
God, voould not fcruple to betray 
their prince i and, retaining the 
latter, trufted them with the guard 
of his perfon, and the whole 
management of public affairs, as 
perfons on whofe fidelity he could 
depend, and in whom he might 
repole an intire confidence (7). 
Thus he filled his palace, con- 


fO Liban.orat, iii. p, 104. (^) Eufeb, mit, Conji, 1. i. r. 13. & 

bjfi. /. viu. c. 13. p. 309. (7) EuJ^, vit, Coffft, /. i. c, as* p* 4*5* 

tinues 
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and honoured the Chriftians, yet he Aev^ embraced bimfelf 
(which is altogether furpriCng) the true religion ; at leaft we 
are no-whcre told, that he did. By his firft wife, Helena^ lUs 
he had but one chiMf to wit, Ccnfiantlne^ furnamed tht Greats 
of whom, as welm of his mother, we ihall fpeak hereafter. 

He was obliged, In the year 292. to divorce her, and marry 
FUmio Maxtmiana Theiid 9 ra^ daughter to the wife of Maxi- 
mtan^, by a former huCband. He had by her three Ibns, Dtd- 
matius^ or Dmatiusy Julius Canjlantius^ and a third, named 
by fome AnnibaUanuSy and by others Conftantine ; and as 
bany daughters, to wit, Conjlaniiay Anajlafiay and Eutr^- 
fia ^ (D). 

Before we proce^ to thebiftory of the reign of Cqh^ 
Jlantiusy it Will be ncccffaiy to give the reader a iuccindl ac- 
count of the birth, ed^icatiod, and extraordinary qualities, of 
his fon Conjlaniiniy whofe a£lions are infeparabiy interwoven 
with thofe of his father. CmJlantiiUy ftiled in the antient 

9 Aua. VicT. p. 524. Eutrop. p. 586. AMifiair. p. a. 

Byzaii. famil. p. 44. Goltz. p. 125. 

tinuei Eufehiuiy with the pious death of Conftmntht tht Gnat, 
adorers of the true God, while He had by his firft wife Gaik, 
the ocher princes exerted all their Gai/m Ca/ar^ and another fbit, 
power to extirpate the Chriftian whofe name it unknown ; and, 
name ; nay, many mtnifters of by hisfecond wife, Bafitina, Ju- 
Goo daily offered up prayers and lian, furnamed /i&r A^rntr. 
vows for the happinefs and pre- Itfius^ ‘ who calls the third fon 
fervation of fb good a prince in Cot^antiM^ takes him to have 
his very palace, which feemed been conful in 327. WxtYiMaxi- 
rather a church, or oratory, than otitj, whofe collegue is ftiled in 
the habitation of an emperor the fafti Confiantint. As to Qon- 
(8). ftatuius's three daughters; Cm* 

(D) Dalmatiut, who was ho- ftantia, ftiled on the antient Ans 
nour^ with the cenforihip, died Ft. Fuleria Cwftantia^ was mar- 
befere and left two riedtoZr/V/>/jSi in 313. Amtfiafia 

fens ; to wit, Dalmatius the married BaJpanuSy who, at the 
younmr, who, after having been ioftigation of Liciuiut^ betrayed 
conful in 333. with ZaMphtluSy Confiantinf in 314. tho’ be had 
was created Cafar on the eigh- then feme thoughts of creating 
ceenth or twenty-fburtdi of him C^far, Eutnpia was mo> 
tembtr in 333. and Annihalianus, thef to NepotianuSy who ufarped 
ViJSg of Pontus and Armenia, Ju^ ^he empire 10350. and is fup- 
lius Cenftantius was conful with pofed to have «i&en married to 
Albimu in 335. and killed with Nepetianujy who was conful in 
one of his brothers foon after the 301. 


^8^ Eujeh. vit- Conp, /. i. c, 17. p. 416. 


inferip- 
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nt births infcciptlons, C* Flavius Valerius Aurelius Claudius Cenfianth 
education^ nus r, was born ort the twenty-feventh of February^ about the 
and extras year 274. for, at his death, "which happened on the twenty- 

ordinary fecond of May in 337. he was about fixty^tpur » (E). 
qualities of ' 

bss fin 

(^Dftan- r Goltz. p. 126, 127. • Buch. cyd. p. 276. Byzant. 

fam. p. 214. Lact. p. 411, 41 2« Anonym, p. 471. 


CON- 


(£) As for the place of his in the city of Colcbefler, where 
nativity, the anonymous writer Coellus, ^the father of Helena,. 
of his life, publifhed in 1636. reigned ; others in Fork, where 
by Henricus Valejuu, and fub- the Roman governors ufually re- 
joined to the fifteen books of Am-- fided. We heartily wilh, an opi- 
enianus Mareellinus^ Stepbanus the rion, whidi refleds fo much glory 
geographer (9), Julius Firmicus on our i.land, were better ground* 
(1), wno, according to the beft- ed. But to fpeak our fentiments, 
grounded opinion, wrdle in the unbyafed by any national preju- 
reign of Conftantine^ and Cedre- dice or partiality, tho* we have 
nus (2), tell us, in exprefs terms, had from abroad, and perufed 
that Conftantine was born in the with great attention, the elabo* 
city of Naiffus in Dardania, called rate work, publifhed at Antwerp 
alfo Haifut exAHaJfus, and now in 1641. by the learned Jefuic 
known by the name pf Hlffd, father Alford on this fubjeft, un-- 
it is certain, that the fhther and der the title of Britannia illufira- 
anceflors of Conftantine were na- ia, yet we cannot fay, that his 
tives of Dardania ; that Conftan- arguments weigh down with us 
ftine himielf frequently refided the above-mentioned authorities, 
at Haiffusy as appears from the The modems have been led into 
many laws which he enaded this opinion by a pafiage in a pa- 
there ; and that he ever ihewed negyric pronounced before Con^ 
himfelf partial to that city, en- ftantine, wherein the orator, ad- 
riching it with many privileges, drefiing the emperor, told him, 
and cmbellifhing it with a great that he had ennobled 
nuffiber of (lately edifices ; whence oriendo ; wlijch words equally im- 
it 10 SiAedhy ft tepbanus. The bh'tb- port by being bom there, and by 
place and work of the emperor being there made emperor. Jn the 
Conftantine (3). However, moll latter fenfe chey are underftood 
modern writers of all nations, > by Lipfius (4), and Uvineius in 
not excepting fuch as are moft comments on thofe antienc 
jealous of the glory of ours, do panegyrifts ; but, by father 
' us the honour to acknowlege this ford, and above feventy other 
great emperor, this delivered of authors of different nations, whom 
she church, as ftileshim^ he quotes, in the former (5) i 

a native of Britain, fome of them nay, both he and Baronins ( 6 ) 
fuppofing him to have been born think the above-mentioned words 

(9) Stefb, in Naifo. ('i) yul. Fir, mathef. L i. c . uh, (a) Cidren* 

hift‘ p‘ (3^ Stepb. ihtd, (^) Lipf. de mag. Rem. Lie. e. ult, 

(5) Fid, Aford, Britan, illujlrat, />. 14.0— -155* {^) Baron, ad ann, 306. 

can 
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^ CoH3i*AKTius bad Canfiantim bv the celebrated Hekna^ 
fo much cxcoUedy and not undefervealy, by all the Chrifiian, 
efpecially the ecclefiaflic writers (F). 


can admit of oooth^ fenie. For 
Co/^aft/Sw, iky they, was made 
'Cjfar at Rome, and emperor at 
^reifes : but that he was created 
Coffar in Britaiiit that he was 
there firll faluted Auguftus, and 
confequently, that the words of 
the panegyrilt mny» and perhaps 
ought to be underitood in the 
(en(e of Lipfius and Limneius, will 
evidently appear, in the fequeM 
this hiftory, from Libdkius, Eu- 
fthius, the emperor Julian, Lac- 
iantim, and Eumeniui, whom we 
(hall quote hereafter. Aldhelmus, 
who dourifhed in the feventh 
century, was the hrft who wrote 
in exprefs terms, that Cwfiantine 
was born in Britain (7) .* thofc 
who came after copied from him, 
and, as it generally happens, from 
one another ; by which means 
that opinion univerfally prevailed. 
Aldhelmus probably held it upon 
the authority of fome tradition, 
or was perfuaded by the ambigu- 
ous paffage of the above-men- 
tioned panegyrift. Eufehius, who 
relates the mod minute particulars 
of the life of Confiantine, never 
once mentions (which is very fur- 
prifing) the place of his nativity. 

( F) Moft modern authors, whe- 
ther natives of this ifland, or fo- 
reigners, fuppofe her to have been 
the daughter of Coellus, a Britijh 
king, and to have married Con- 
ftantius, who was charmed with 
her beauty^ when he hr ft came 
into Britain, in the reign of Au-^ 
relian. Bur this opinion is no 
better grounded, than the former 
relating to the birth-place of Con- 
Jiantine, there being a profound 


filence among the antientS) if we 
except Nieepboruj, with refpe^t 
to the country of this pious, as 
Eufehius ftiles her, and venerable 
princefs. As for Nicephorus, lie 
gravely tells us, that Helena was 
the daughter of an inn-keeper of 
Drepanum near tiicomedia in Bi-- 
thynsa ; that Conftantius, being 
ieized with a luftful defire, while 
he lodged in her father's houfe, 
as he paiSed through that place 
upon an embaffy to the king of 
Eerfia, acquainted therewith hts 
landlord, who, to oblige the Ro* 
man embaflador, offered him hi$ 
daughter, a virgin in the flower 
of her age, and of extraordinary 
beauty; chat Condantius, terri- 
fied chat night with a dream, in 
which he faw the fun ylfing ous 
of the weftern ocean, exhorted 
his landlord next morning to pre- 
ierve his daughter from any fur^ 
tbef pollution, and earneflly re- 
commended to him the child fhe 
ihould bring forth $that fome 
time after, other Roman embaf- 
fadors, who happened to lodge 
in the fame houfe, chiding young 
Confiantine, the fruit of* that 
amour, and the child highly re- 
fenting that freedom, the moilicr 
informed them whofe fon he was, 
and at the fame time fhewed 
them a purple robe, the gift of 
Confianttus, The embafladors, 
upon their return to Italy, ac- 
quainted Confiantius with what 
had paffsd, who thereupon or- 
dered Confiantine and his mother 
CO repair to Rome ; but after- 
wards, not thinking them fafe 
there, on account of the jealous 


(j) Bud'cr. deBelg, 1. vi. c. 1$. AUbtltn, de laedt i/trg. e. aj. 




temper 
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temper of h» fawful wife Ti^- Epifhaniut (4), St. Jgrm (5)» 
doraf he fent Cmftantint to W- Fi£hr (6}, Nicephorus Con/tantU 
tomiiia^ to be brought up in the xtpolitanus {y)^ Sec, agree, that 
court of DkeigJtaUf where he Con/antine^cd in 337. being 
was inftrofkedin the fciences, and then iixty fmir, or, as Tome wiB 
rhe truths of the Chriftian reli- have- it, fixty-two ; (b that he 
gioo, which he embraced (8). muft have been born in 274. or 
Such is the account Nieephortu 272. and confequently was, at 
gives us of the condition of He- the time of his father's fuppofed 
/r«e, of the birth and education embafly, twenty nine, or twenty, 
of an account which feven, years old. Befides, Cm* 

contains, we may fay, without fiantine himfelf, in his oration 
exaggeration, as many notorious annexed to the works of Eufehius^ 
blunders as periods. But we ihall, tells us, that he was with Diode- 
for the preient, only take notice fion in the*palace at Nicomedia^ 
of two ; the one in point of chro- when th£ memorable fire broke 
oology, the other of hifiory ; out there, of which we have 
which, with every judicious rea- fpoken above ; and that accident 
der, will be a fufiicient apology happened, according to Eufihiue 
for our reje6ting, as altogether (8), a few days after the publifh* 
fabulous, the narration of that ing of the firfi edicts againfi the 
hiltorian, tho' highly applauded Chriilians. It is amazing that 
by Lipfius (9), and adopted by Lipjius ihould, with other chro^ 
Ibme modern writers of no mean nologers, fuppofe Conftantine to 
charaQer. To begin with the have been ^rn about the year 
enormous anachronifm contained 272. and yet admit, as an un* 
in that account, it is evident from queftionable truth, the fable of 
all the antients, that Conftantine^ Nicephorus^ which utterly de* 
at the time of his father's pre* firoys that fuppoficion. As to 
tended embafiy to the king of the Greek hiftorian's miftake in 
Perfia^ was twenty-nine, or at point of his hifiory, he tells us, 
Jeaft twenty -feven, years old. that the having made an 
For Conftantius was lent into irruption into the Eoman domi* 
Ferfia^ according to Nicephorut nions, and threatening the em* 

(1) , after Diod^an had begun ptre with a dellruCtive war. Cen- 
to perfecute the Chriftians ; but ft ant ins was fent with the cha- 
his firil edidls againft them were rafter of embailador, to try whe- 
publilhed, as we read in Eu/ebius ther he could, by any means, 

(2) , who lived at that time, on even by the offer of a penfion, 
the twenty-third of February^ in to be paid yearly to the Perfian 
the nineteenth year of his reign, king, prevail upon him to defilt 
that is, according to all chrono- from hoililities, and conclude a 
logers both antient and modern, peace with the Raman, emperon 
in the 303d of the Chriilian sera. (9). 

On the oth^r hBcdif Eu/ebius (3), 

(8) Niceph, 1 . vii. e. 17, l8.- (9^ Lip/ de magnit, Rom. I, iv. e. it; 

(1; Nicepb. ibid, (2) Ei/eb, bifi. /. viii. c. 7. f 3) Kufeb. vtt. Confi, 
/.IV. (4) Eptphaa. lib, di menf. (5) Hifr. in ebron, 

(6) in Couft* (7) Ntcepb. Conft, in thimol. c, 12. (8^ Eu/eb, /. viii, 

(, •j,p, 292. (9) Mieepb, /• vii. e, i8. 

Now 



lUf k Vbm immiCrJhrt. 10 di, 

(7)« te. tluu mi wdmp oo^wW tokl» that 

^ ki^ iix yem ]m» Ji «4 aay Mdttlktf ao^ 

^ , m Hme ^ dm jfmbmM ^taMger indeed piemdf* 

emWiiy»beeniyii$erlyoveit^ tkm he wu menied to 
hy Ggurtm^ and iud latfdwiM vim, die mother of Cn/fm, not 
afe$m cfui 9 €l^/tm,f)f Mprifed that Oij^ wet Cm- 

ny to him five provhu^ ae we fitmtim'% (on* and not hot bro* 
have related above. Thltpeaoe iberi apxetty confiderable maf- 


lafted, as the fiune writen afiiire 
IIS, faf the fpace of forty years, 
that is, till the year $37. the left 
of long reign. Sat 

dfe aQ, we moil not imagine 
to have been the only 
writer who quefiioned the legi- 
tuadqy of Cnfiauune^ the cha- 
hi^ of his mother Hslena. For 
Z^nati writes, that ihe was not 
Ca^Mius*^ lawful wife ( 8 ). 
The emronide of Alexandria calls 
her fon Omfiantine^n plain terms, 
a baftatd child (9]. Sc. Ambrofe 
gives 08 room to think, that this 
was acOrrent report or tradition 
in his time ; and that he himfelf 
did not difbeUcve it (1) The 
fame thing isaSerted in the Gr/ri 
text of iStfAnuii chronicle, pu- 
bUOied by Sudig^ i and in mat 
of St. Jetem^ who has been fol< 
lowed by feveral eminent writers 
pF a later date, namely, by Pro- 
CaJ^dktnf, AldJbe/mui bilhop 
of me $ax0Ut and the Ve- 
nerable Aede, who, fpeaking of 
Heham, iftyle her the conaubioe 
Cmjlafttius. On the other 
hand, JSmrafiuj (a), and both 
tBfe (3), tell us, that Can- 
fimHue ImdGtf/rrfei were oblig- 


take in a critic. The anony- 
mons author of C»^antM% life, 
pnldilhed by Vaknm, writes in 
exprefa terms, /WConftantius 
Helena Jtn many Theo- 
dora (4; » and Fa/rs/«|o> that 
Co^fiaoHm was n&r frmt af an 
ob/eure^hui lawful matrimopy (^1. 
ht PlapUt is ibll extant an m- 
feription, in which Helena is* 
ilyled the wife ^Conftantios (6). 
In two pthers, to be feen In Gnt- 
/rr, ihe is diftinguilbed with the 
tide of Augnfia^ which was never 
given, as is well known, to a 
concabine. The anoent pane- 
gyric futqily us with premmp- 
uons, or equal firength with 
thefe authonties, in favour of 
Helena^ marriage with Cm^esr- 
tius. One of diein (7), in an 
oration which he pronounced be- 
fore Canftantine on occafitm of 
his marru^e, addrefies him thus : 
<< You, Q CmJiantifUf make it 
** your iiudy to imitate the con- 
dnence of vour father ; tread- 
ing in his footlleps, you prefer 
In your early youth the ti« 
of matrimony to an unreftrain- 
ed liberty, that you may not 
be tempted to abandon your- 


fj) Ammtfn, VP9. (4) Za- 
Fdiai, p, 9S4- (?) taZan, 


(I) Sufrep p, 5R5. (») Eufrh.t. 170. 

tier. p,t44. (4) ^ FiSt y. vsO. 

pttf, f. 9, y.9, <8) Zif / il, y. 67a. (si Cbrm* AL p 650. (l) ^ 

3. y. ia3. (1) £ttr;0y. y. 586. {^) Awr^ViSi^p S»4 Zia,«ptt,p, 

S4s. (4) Anwfm y 471. (5) Eutr^ y 587. (6) GntUP. y. loStf. 

(7) Fantgyr, 5. y, laS. ‘ ^ 
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» felf to loofc and mlayM 
‘•amours” Htw prettHteod kbJS^ 

and Wcafonable wooM this ad- « to 'dwiirbe W 

J2SS1:!1!fS;S5 

j^L’^rsss-js 

not the wife, of CmJlMtius, »e Mong^^s^. 6 aW» 
at once tom the panegyric in» fari to kaw allegd fereral m. 

a fatire. Fw what can it he font to iiwert Omhfim Jtim 
calledint a fatire, to cry tip the ii«nineC»ijda>^»fto the dirato 

iondntaceofthefatheobeforea of Or>r (ah bnt ni^g tl^ 

fon. whofe very birth h a proof we do wt fad ^e mwtte 
of his incontinence 5 andto com- made of his bit*, wb^ had }t 


mend the fon ilius unlawfilHy 
begotten for imituting the con- 
tinente of his father } Helena is 
ftyled, hot only bythe panegy- 
rifts, but hiftorians, a moftjftfS«x, 
n>enef^lc, retighus^ a^^if^mas 
^vrotnan; which epithets they 
would have hardly bcllowca up- 
on her, had Ihc been Cwfim- 
tiuia concubine, and nut his Wife : 
neither would Canf^atltine^ we 
conceive, have dignified her with 
the title of Augvfia^ had fhe not 
been his lawful mother. *!rac 
emperor hioclejian ever di^- 
guifiied Conftantine With particu- 
Ur marhs of honour and eftcem, 
whereof tufehius tells us, he kim- 
felf was an eyc-wimeft (fi); for 
he faw young Canftantint on the 
emperor’s right hand, as they 
pafled together throu|^Pa/df/r»r, 
either gomg to or returning from 
EsjptT He caufed him to be 
brought up in the court with 
great care, took him with him 
whitherfotiver he went, and, in 
the year 305 . when two new Ca- 

Cars were to be created, named — - — — 

him in the ftrft place, noone,^ laion, grounded, as wecsQtojcaiiiie, 
fays£«««ww,calbnginqueftion upon tradition, or perhaps the 
right which he W to that authority of feme hllbrian,whQfe 
dignity, as the fon of Qskfian- works have abt jwached our 


been unlatMnfr, would have lor- 
nifited him with a ftronger and 
fer more pHiuftblh Teafxm, than 
any he produced. Nay, we can 
by tiomeansisiia^ate, that!D/a- 
defian would have ever thon^C 
of preferring had be 

emy been Cenjfanthds natural 
fen, to that prince's lawful chil^ 
dren by Theodora, for whom both 
he, and hts collegne Maodmiaa, 
had cogent motives to hitereft 
riiemfelnres. Thefe arguments 
are of fuch weight with us, that, 
notu4thftanding the above-men- 
tioned aat!horme8,we cannot en- 
tertain the leaf! doubt of Con- 
fianttne^o legitunucy, unhyafed as 
we are by any prqndice or par- 
tiaHcy with refpeft either to him 
or his mother Helena. As for 
Helenah country and parentage, 
so writer before the (wenthcen* 
Tory mentions either: thofewho 
fipnriihed after that time com- 
monly feppoft her to have been 
a native of tins iiland, and the 
daughter of a king, whom thgr 
call Cotlus or Coeffns^ lliis opl- 


rs) Sufeh. vit. C$nft. f. 15. p. eol. (9) Tatugyr, 9. p. lut, 1t$0, 
Ith. %U, Conft, /. 1. f, 19. p 4»7« (») **• ^ . 


(OJfe* 

times. 



etsscv. 





qestedt Q^r io 29 i. and ftnt into 
a; ^ boft^ cwled luin to 
eotut al^idt great ‘care, and niiied him. 
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WilM« AHto •#« aaas «A#«u««wauuiwbg UH.aai^«u wtua « 

ttiA «(r <tf imM Byt tafatfs 6 i hk fciiktii extnemely 
fliii{KDi Md i2(e*tHthtittk blame or mroach ; bis 

^satToUtft ailalbili^g and ol>%in|teraviour9 to- 

imMi patfeAn^ df ^ ^ia, gained him the Sedloiis both of 
Hi^ pet^le and foldiery to fuch a degree, that no one knew him, 
lirho did not wifli to iee him one erafcrw^ and was not 
itiAiy 1b cx>mribuib^ fo fiur ^ by ib his powex:, to his ^efer* 
ibem^i fO). . . • 

Hk iignalfzed himfelf in war, a^d &nred with great repute- 
tiOh under and Gahriui^ In tMbir wars with the Gtr- 

mam^ GsAa^ Sarmattam^ and Ptrjiam^* He often envied 
With the enemy hand to band % a^gare fiich proo&of his va- 
lour as raifed Ibme jealoiaiy in the otte princes 'lAll authon, 

IMgaiis as well aa CoriftiOnSy agree mex^Ung, With the higheft 
encDtaiuiiiSg hia ibfariety, eontineni^, arid the abhorrence he//«/ Jingie* 
fhewed iirom his early youth to unhwfuf ^eafures He never 4 ?r con- 

violated the laws of chaftity, fays an antient panegyrifl ^ ; btit/i»^»^^. 
IhfcjeM himfelf, when yet a yoitth, td the tia of matrimony, 
that he taig^ not be tempted to fully himfelf with any kind of 


t BoSeb. idt. Conil. 1 i. c. 12. p. 41]^. LAcr.perf. c. td. p. 17. 
■ Evseb. ibid! h i. c 19. p. 417. Panegyr, 5. p. 125. ^ Eu- 

Beb. ibid. p. * Thbopk. p. 6. ^ Euscb. ibid. p. 418. 

* EosEB.ifaid. Panegyr. 7. p. 175. i 5. p. 126. • Panegyr. 

e.p. 137. 

m 

times, obtained pretty early here, well verfed in moft branches of 
and produced the maiw churches literature ; that he was a generous 
and ttkoritiments, which were encourager of learning; that 
eteded throughout Britain to after he was raifed to the empire, 
honour. he fpent much of his time m 

S The anonymous writer of reading ; that he compofed, and 
s fays, that he had no great pronounced in pubbe. fcveral 
learning (3) : and truly learning orations; and, that the many 
could Slot then be much in re- laws which he publifhed, were 
^udl, fince none of the four •all drawn op ^y himfelf. One 
ptinces who govmed were men of his orations has reached us. 
However, both E«- and is fubjoined to the ecclelia- 
Jfihhu (4) and Anrolim ViBor (3) itical hiiloty of Euftbtus (6). 
afliire us, that C$njiantine was 


(3) Anofiym, y« 47 i> ( 4 ) Eufeb, mu Ctm/f, /.i. r. 19 . y. 418^ 

VtS. f, 5341 { 6 ) QrattQonfiy odfanffgr, cettum^ 
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lewdnefs 


JS* Ar ftoman ^0^- i;^L 

* kwdnefi or impurity. JUt marnej m hif firft wile 

of wtwfe pamntegr aidcbMi^ m MAwi k we 
antients ; and liad by her CtiJjttAf who puift be^lMrO ^ 
about ihe joo. for* twenty jms tAer he iroleted hontlf hi 

EiMkn^ 

ihfigped ike empir^ wm fiw Vpoifiiiha <Se|ylh 

Sevenu Inii^ ihe Ibn of Ibt thebidecHoi wmep- 

by iSvIrrwr, wim at kti^pievaikd upoi^'^e^^ 
itadie in aiwk room SiVifus aid Maxiitiimt who he knew 
wotdd be intirely ruled by hmi» and Uindl^ obey teOfders^l^. 


(H) The former wai a tiatire amd ew Scwtat^arndMitid' 
ofif^‘««Mr» defoeadedofaa eh- tuines. The whole adhaihly 
fcare fomily» abandoned to all whi gfoady forprifod to hear 
maimer of vieea, and in every thefe two namei, and bi^ to 
aafpoft aotqmd to lo great a aft; one another whether C««- 
ebngt* TIm latter was Wn in /aatrashtd chanedhb? TWr 
the fojae countsy, and no Iris fnrprize was donued, when th^ 
meanly thao the other; for foo* heard Qgler$us command Cm- 
he was nephew to Co/snof* bring fiavthu to defeend firom foe 
his fifter's fon« yet In his youth throne on which he fot With 
he had followed the mean adling DtQcleJum ; and law dnexpeCUrily 
of a ilie{dierd; and he proved, d'young barbarian, who Ibod 
alter his preferment, no left vi* bdiihd it, ftep forth and receive 
ciotts than his collegve. Hewas foe purple at foe hands of foe 
yet a youth, and half barbariaii, emp^or. The anmerous mul- 
unknown to the emperors, and titode was ftmek with amaase- 
quite unacquainted with Hate- ment. fiveiy one afood, who 
affiuri, whenGu/rrrm, who had Muximitf was? whence he oasae? 
taken him alicde before from his for what demerit Cri;/hmri«r had 
docks, named him to Ui^JUm been excluded from a po8; to 
for the dignity of Cajar (j), which he had fo juft a claim 
Theemperor, terrified with the but no one dared tp oppofe his 
menaces of Galenus^ confented, promotion (8). This happened 
much agamft his wJl, to the at Nteomdia ; and on the laine 
promotion both of St*verus and day, foat is, on foe firft of Mfiy 
Maxtmitttui and on the day ap* of the year 305. Maximan re- 
ppipted for his rriignation, after figned the empire at MtUm* to 
having declared in a peat af- Omfiantius^ and declared 
fembly, that he yielded the cm- ru$ Cafar, Gahrius excluded 
pile tQ Cmfiantfm and Oabrtas^ Confiantine^ with a view of be- 
who were more cap^le than he coming footi foie mafter of the 
pf bearmg fo gr^a^ w^ght, ad- empire; for hewas welt apprifod, 
ded9 not without betra^jlng Ibme foat Cinfianiim^ who was inl^eft 
concern and retufomqe^ / uw to man/ infirmities, and quits 
namtt*t ^9 nrwCxhis, worn out, could not live lopg ; 

(;) Lstf^perf €. xt. f» Avr, 1 1^. p. 525. Zvjeh^ I, ix. r. 9. (8) LmB, 

r J 9 p. ?7, 18. 

and 




d^S!^. 9^ ftomu t^^ery. 53| 

jMblfMn litog |||jji,|!fMy tiK entf^ w(s (BvUimI b<tipn:ii7A«<M^r« 
<iiiyOTiri<f Mi KMtiw. Ta the fitue of the formec. tiBifvidei 
M ud AM i the 

Qrmt, 

mi a]l<bii«aAcMlHMi«io^ CtKfUmwiyvSMiaSt-^*^ 
««nw, h(B^ wkA as ^wrbrm^ Sjfi^ a^ *^Gaienu . 

liw iiq^htSir ^cmxe^i 

Vmn tmdQH C9ffimuks9 » almjfs tiamcd befaia 
wba mertwd As Stpims vm inddNBedtp 

GdSrrSrj alone tn his promotion^ that prince cxpeAed he IbouU • 
obey him eveii againft Cm^Umtiut him&lf^* However, it k 
oeitiia» dat neewitUbMiding the Implacable hatied which 
Urimimi u^^Ctljfiumst (be perfi^ton oeifal bc>tb in 
and the *etfaer«eAeiii provinces, loon after Waa 

dared empeior ^ ' 

Irr tbs mean time, Cm/httiine ooittmued at JVSmmdKs, in 
the heart of die provfncei belonging to Oakrms^ who would not, 
though eatneftly intceated fay hte ftiher C^ifioHtms^ during a 
dangpious malady, with which he was feteed, fufier him to 
d^art I but pretming a great afibdUon to him, kept him hy 
Way of faofiage^. /^i^sr the younger tel^ us, that be kept him 
with him at jRamr 9 ; Init it is oer^n, that Gakrius never came 
to that city \ As the extraordinary qualities of that prince Galeriu*^ 
gave the emperor great umbrage^ be only waited fame oppor> Aii the 
tunity of deihoytng him ; but nm daring, through fear of i!ati^ftrua%oft 
ibUiery, wlim CmtflimHni was gready beloved, to 
a^ open attempt, he had recourie to treachery, and cxpofedl^"^^^* 
hm, under various fpecknis pretences, "to many dangers ; from 
wMdi he was hqppUy delivered hy the watchful providence of 
Gon, whole chonm he was to free from the petfecution with 


' Evraop. p. 587. Aua. Vict. p.525. Zos. 1 ii. p. 67a. 

« Vide Sfow, p. 19a. * Lact. peri. c. 18. 20. p, 17 — 19. . 

* Eu8BB.de martyr. Palsltin. ^ Lact. perf. p. 406. a Vict. 
p. J25. ** Lact. perf.c. 27 p. 25. 


and befides, he hoped eafily to conditksi,and allow him no ihare 
get the afeendant over lum, on in the government, that it might 
account of his mild and peace- not be in the yoang prince's 
aUe temper. But he dreaded power to defeat his vaft defigns 
Qmfiantlm^ on account of hU • (9). As fee the two new C^fars, 
courage, Ids experience in war, he looked opolt them as hk own 
Us ^wefs, and ocher extraor- creatures, and perfoas to be 
dinary quadides ; and therefore governed in every thing by him. 
refolved to kep him in a private ^ 


fs7 P* >7- 

Mm t 


which 



S34. %bt BMm 

* vhk&itlaJBeenaufllyfliiq^rffdM ^ 

Tui^^^li^ng 3reai;, {f^tfian^ 
confuls tbQ (boh titf^m^ tbeb^er, l»^fa|liij|f}^iKH 

4et^n Cit^moini wi^Qu^ openfy bneafiwig urbb m ^ 

gavchlmatleiiglih1eav9lp4mi^ aflid , 

o£bm oC the poft to fUpp]^ him with tnt tme^ 
chariots. Thit warrant he ddiverid tc^ Um t? tnettWMOi* 
bat at the Cime time ordered him not to ^ 

npct morning) when hit defigped to mve hm 
•tionst. In the mean timot fie-diipatqhed a?i exprefc to Sewmt^ 
iitjoining hin)> hy all means, to ft^p Cemn%, and preimt 
his arrival in the pmvinm governed li^iuiiaA^ 
exprefi might reach Italy before Codflantim^ be did not rife thnt 
day, contrary to his cuflom, till noon, when he fent for Cc^ 
Conllan- fiautine* But he had fef out the night before, as ibon aa Galtrkts 
witjidrawn ; and traveling wiw all poflihle fc e ed, for feveral 
/«wua- fljigeg^ hamflringed or killed the horfes which be did not 
^^athir might purfup nor Hop him while he croflU 

‘ the provinces of Galerius^ and kaly^ where Sevtrus ruled. Thb 
precaution Cived hinj j for next n^orning, (fakntuSi being m- 
formed, that he had fet^QMt the night before, flew into a vlo« 
lent paflipn, and order^ feverat n^engera to mal^O what haAo 


^ Lact. c. 24. p , 22. Euseb. Confe vU. I. l c. 20, 

(I) Praxagoras, a pagan au- refolution and intrepidly, OV|W 
tlior, who compiled in two books came him, and, throwine h% 
the hiflory of the iirft emperors, to die ground, draggeo him 
And wrote, according to by the hair to the mperor|s 

in die dme of ConjUntine^ or his prefence, and laid him at his 
children, tells us, that Gaknus feet (2). On another occaflon, 
often* encouraged him to enter Galirim^ who fought his de- 
liih with wild beads, on firu^ion, having mered him 
which occaflon he once killed a to crofs a marih at the of 
hon'of extraordinary fierccBefs fome troops, he entered it die 
andfize(i). The fame dung is hrft on horie^ck; and, being 
1 elated 137 Z««4sref, who a(&s, followed by his men, put great 
that Ga/mns, xn dm harmuttan luimbers of the enemy to the 
war, obfervmg one of the chiefs fword, and gained a complete 
of the barbarians, who furpafled vidory (3)* This too happmied 
all the others in flature, and the ^vaGaUrim^^ war with the 
heFccneis of his fooks, or^red uma^ which we xnuft place in 
Conftanttnt to engage him, which thtt, or in the bfgmiung of the 
he did accordingly with great next year 


(1) Plf 9 t, e. t^,p 64. Vajf.btft Grac. 17. 
p. x46« (3) Angwn, aMon^m, p. 471, 


(% J ZQMft mt» Dfxlef. 
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they 



... fiSf 

tfimf caaU h»t WW mM» tln^t C^«ntau tod 

dK(jkble4 an tl^ jioftJiorib; which tranfported him to foch a 
^VtCf ttol»«toip«ig|^ici^ «Bd «ige* to <»uld ftaw forbear 

^^^^STAStTula diflA «t Mr* flii the twenty-fifth of Jitfy in^bt femh 

■*o6. tto fciw*iw of ifce petfoeotion cXDhcltfim* according ^t.on- 

10 Sta and the fijotoeothf or ratfier hfttcnth* of hw rei^, itantiusa 

Mckofiing Aom the time be had been cpcatcd Cafiift thatjs, 
from the ym t^u' for be had enjoyed that dignity thirteen 
yeara^ and ti^o monfoa, and the empire one year, and near 
three months «». He died' in his palace, forrounded by his chil- 
dren, and his body was with the utmofl pomp, and magnificence 
interred by hie foa Coii/^qntiiu (L). After hU dcatli, he was 


** £us£B.p.4i8. Ammian. anonym, p, 471. Lact. p 21. 
Zos. 1 . ii. p. 672. Aur. ViCT. p 5251 * Hier. chron. 

» Avr. Vict, p. 526, Euseb. chron. Goltb. p. 124. Eutrop. 
p. 5 87, Panegyr. 9. p. 1 94. 


(K^ Eujehius^ Laifantius^ and 
fevcral hifiorians, tell us, that 
Confiantinf^ artivhig in Britatn^ 
found bis father at the point of 
death; but therein they mud 
certainly be miibiken, fince Eu- 
nuniusy in the panegyric which 
he pronounced before ConftanUne 
a few years after, writes, that he 
arrived while his father was 
weigliing anchor with a defign 
to pafs over into Britain (4}. 
Wi& him agrees the anonymous 
writer, publMhcd by ValefitUy 
who fays, that Conjiantine found 
his father at Gtjfmacumy or Bw- 
logm (5 ). He attended him into 
Britain, where he was goieg to 
make war, fays Eummus (6), 
upon the Caledonians and Bias, 
The latter people, now firft men- 
tioned in hiftory, inhabited Scot- 
land* but were thought, fays 
Bedi , to have come from ScytBla, 
that is, according to the learned 
Vjhtry from Scandinantia, orfome 


other northern country (7). Con- 
ftantius, in the laft days of bis 
life, overcame the as the 
anon^ous author quoted above 
informs us (8), being affifted m 
this war, as we read in Aunhus 
VtaQr{c^, by Eroc, or, as others 
ftyle him, Crocusy king of the 
Alemans • 

(L) Some pretend, that he 
was buried at a place called Gr/e 
Segeinti and by fomc CatrCu- 
fieinty that is, the city of Cen- 
fiantius or Conjiantine^), In 
1283. a body was found at a 
fmall diftancb from that place, 
which Edward I. who reigned 
then, caufed to be removed to a 
church, believing it to be the 
body of Conjiantrus. This was 
not agreeable to the canons. Not 
long before, as fomc perfons were 
digging in a place at VorAy \\ here 
Qonftantins was fuppofed to have 
been buridh, th^ dhcovered a 
lamp that was flail butnbg (2). 


f4) Paneryr. 9. p. 194, (^) Ammian, amryn. b. 471. 

Ujfer, Brit, etc/ef. autifuh, f ssi, 


p 194- (7) 4, 

nym p All. (9) ATrff. tpn, p. 943 
(zj Aljord, ann. ad ann, 30 **. 


(6) Pe^ y q. 

^ < 79 * (*; 

fi) Ujfer, ecilej. Brit, anttf, p. Oo. 
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Tbe Wm. 

raali^ u tffteais 

and among t&rtft fiom one m bhhliathcr^i^^ 

b(a|u^thod die<aii^aolriite<Sp^^ 

r^n ^P*^*****^^ whom he tmmediatdy wmi|e,'aoqmifiC^ tmnkMk'^ 
fUntmc ' ^ of bh fttttr. ButlheAUieia. byr whmvi 

he was greatly beloy^ impatwnt of ddajiii imsdimmil him 
epiperor the ilnne day in whUh hia hither dkd» andi, the 6 A 
time he appeared in public, fainted him with tbp tjitk 

and forced him to accept thepunie, knowing him, tm 
^ ft a’ a writer no-way byafed in bis favour, to be truly 

/A fl ^o^by of the empire^ and promifiiig themfelvts great'tMpgs 
" from his generofity P- Thus was Cn^ntmt •firft wlared 
Year of bi BrUain^ the fame day in wMcb his ikther died j that 
the flood ^ ^ twenty-^fifth of Jt^ of the year to6. which, in an 

2-46. ^ntient calendar, is marked as the firft day of his reign ^ (M). 
Of Chr. afterwards f^ his image to the other empercu^ adomd, 
^,06. according to cufbm, with the nfbrks of the ihsperial dignity. 
Of KQvnt^akrius was long in fiifpenfe whether or no heihould receit^ 

1 104 it i nay, tranfjKirted widi rage^ he was upon the point of con* 
deroning both the image, and the mdiengcr who brought it, to 
the flames ; but his friems remonftrating, that fiich an affront 
would give rife to a civil war, in which the ibldieiy would in 
all likelihood abandon him, and fide with Csi^netriif, he was 
prevailed upon to ie6ejve his image, and to fend him the pi^le^ 
that he might at ]ea(l Teem to hold bis authority of him ^ 
Cakrius However, he gave liim only the title of Cd^/er, and created 
frnuis ^tvfrm empsTor, wbofe provinces, to wit, and Africa^ 

h ^ governed v^ith as abfolute a fway as his own, op^rcflbg them 

tbi title cndlefi taxes, and pradt|fing unhcaid-of crciekies uppn fiid|, 
v.a3 ar. ^ ^ condition to comply with his unjuft demands. 

This occafioned great dUturbams in all the cities of 
hut efpecially in Rme j whidi Maxmtimi laying hoU of, cauftd 

” Birao. p. 440. ^ Euseb. vit. Conft. 1. i. c. ai. p. 414L 

JuuAN. oral. 1. p. 13. Lact. perf. c 24^p.2i. Panpgyr.5.|^ 

1 27. & 9. p< 194. P Zos. 1 ii p. 67. ^ Buch. cycl. p. 280, 

' IiACT. perf c. 25. p. 22. )£os. 1. ii. p* 672. 

(M) LaBantivs tells os in ex- is a plain proof, that he tO(Q]^ip 
frets terms, that, vpon his fa- Bntaiit at Jeaft, the title of M- 
ther's death, he topK the tide of Jur, which bowev^ thofc mu^ 
^L^uflus (3) ; and Eu/eiht {4}, deny, who maintain him to have 
tiiai he performed his fiither’s been born in Britain, as we havp 
ibivqdics clad in purple; Ahich obferved above. 

{■> Last fff. e, 24, 25. p 23. (4) fcr/i 4 . Conft, vtt* /. i. r. 

bipfelf 


CIPCV. 537 

andMaxen- 

piM^ Pt teft ptiftd to, the ftft of tu» 

fetoi to ceH e^ thee he tem a fiippofitkious^W^y ^ 

cbU('«idtto hiilhocto« befim hof^eath, ewitsd (he 
ifi^fWiftii'lte epoil lMr4ii2(baod to gaht his eiMioii. Ho#eeer 
ttor^ bB'itm guto deftimte idff erery cx>mincndal;le 
proud, amgsiiCi Ul-flisped, or rather deformed in his 
peitoi, ahmoned to aH manner of vices, and uatver&Uy 
noned, not oeJy bf trie father’s fnoids, but by his father him- 
ieU^ and itocb more bj-Hrakrius, whcrie daughter he had mar- 
ried. He had highly complained of GaMut^ for excluding him 
in the year ^05, from tlxidignity of Ci^r; but when he heard 
t\at‘Cm/lmuhte had*been r^ed to that high ftation, and &W 
his image publidy txpdkd in tratifportod ivirii rage, be 
refolved ot all events to do himf^ jtiftice ; and acoorSngly^ 
having with large promtto gained over the few praetorian guards 
thac^ wore then in iJr/ar, fnd feme of their oflteen, namely, 

LuciamtSj MaraBus^ and MardMnui^ he cauinl himfelf to be 
prodaiia^ emperor on the twenty-ei^th of O^ato of this year 
306. and was acknowieged as fiich oy the Rfimn people, who 
hoped, by hts to deliver themfdves from the infup^ 

portable granny of ^Urhiu The news of his revolt no ibonW 
reached the Ean, where Galerius then was, than he dil^tched 
a meSeflger to Stveruu injoiaing him to haften with all his 
forces toRaru^ (0 rurprife and fuppreft at once this newufurper. 

On the other haifd, Mexentius had reoonrfe.tD his father Maxi^ 
mtan^ who, either with a view to refume the empire, which he 
had quirted much againft his will, or tofbpport his fbn, faaflened 
to Rim^ and thence wro^e to DiotUfian, exhorting him to 
abandon his folitude^ and remount the throne. DmUfiany taken 
with the fweets and tranquillity of a private and retir^ life, 
returned him the anfwer which wie have related above. %t Maximiaa 
Maximienj infbad of following hb example, fuffered himietf^^^^', 
to be declared emperor a fccond time by the fenatc and people 
of Rme ; and receiving the purple at the hands of his fon, was 
univcrlailyacknowleged for hh cdkgueiii the empire*. Jiireliut 
ViHw writes, that his luft of reigning, and defire of fupporring 
his fon m his claim to the empire, prompted him to quit his 
folitude, and refume the authority which he bad unwillingly 
abdicated 

lyrfTLx thefe things faded at Rtniie^ Conjla^ttne was bulled 
{n vidting the provinces under his care, to wit, Britain^ Spain^ 
and Cakii and defending them agamd the barbarians. Hb,iather 

® VicT cpit p 543 Ij\ct perf c. 18 p 16, 17. Zos. 1 it. 
p. 672. Euiaup p 587. Eussb. vit.Conlt p. 498* fanegyr. 

5. p. 131 ‘ Aui V iM . p 526. 

/ Cm- 



Thi Csn/imihi M 90 taotm to m»h%0r»f 9p^ tb< 

Franks Pifft in Srhain^ lhah die /V^j^ foi|;e^) of |]|e(r^ttilf fcid 
inv^ed and cmOniifted tke^^read/ql iwggOs* Agiill(( 
M/9 Gaolt^i^ cbcrelim maittied at dbe faead.of o 

kutofw overcame them in a piedtodt tettfc; aod^^haMing tafon 

prifenecs, Jfi^ric oc 

^tine ^ ^ ^ devoured tqr theadU beafcm Aie magei* 

All /m- (btws wMdk he a6ermrdaexittbii)Bd ^ £{e tbo^ht 

fidf obliged, iays the {lancgyrift to rencev the ftverity of Ibe 
•wards /i&fMtient Ramam towaids tWr captive kings, in order to reftrgin, 
iaptives. With the fear of puntOinient, a perMioiis people, who made no 
account of the moft (acred ties that awed other nations, Su^ 
trtphts wcitea, that he treated in^liht manner the kings of the 
Akmans^ who, it feems, wore in confaderscy with tbo/Wmif/f 
and ftft into bn hands iit this war ”, After this vidbiy he paffed 
the Rtine^ ahd entering the coun^ of the Bru&erimo^ when 
kaft eiqpeded, made a dreadfol hmek of that people, a^ teexk 
a great many priibners, whom he likewiie condemned to bo de- 
voured by the wild bc^ He repaired all the fqirts on the 
RMn$t placed numerous garifoni in tiUm, kept there a powerful 
fleet, and by that means ftruck fudi terror into the Franks and 
other German natiods, that nohe of them dated to appvQKh 
that nver ^ (N). 

» Paneg. 9 . p, 190 , fr 97 , 5. 127 7 . 163 . ^ Idem, 5 p. 1 * 6 . 

« EvTROF.p. $ 97 . y Faneg. 3 . p. 1974 ^ Idem, p. 198 . 

(N) He even undertook to Be that at it will, Cettftafaint^ in 
bnild a bridge over ^^Rhtne ( 5 ), memory of his vi£tory over the 
and accompbihed, according to Franks^ appointed folemn ^orts, 
Baudrand{ 6 )^ that great work; called from them / mA' F reeritf, to 
focd.e telb us, that it flood till be annually celebrated from, the 
the year 95 5 .when it was broken fbarteenth of July to the twen- 
down by mihop Bead's orders, tieth ( 9 ). Notwithflanding the 
But Valefius ( 7 ) writes, that it feveri^ he exerted towards the 
was never finiihed, foppefing, we enemy, LaBanHm ( 1 ) and Eufi- 
imagme (for he alleges no |»oof htus (z) afiure us, that ho go- 
in mvour of his opinion), that verned hh fubjedts with extraor- 
fuch a memorable work would dinary mildnefs and moderation ; 
have been more famous m hi- that to all he (hrwed hkafelf 
ftory, had it ever been executed, kind, affable, benevolent, and 
puehertus ynke%1^SLt Cenftc»ttH& good natured ; that he made it 
to defend this oridge, built, or his diief ftudy to render thofe 
repaired, the caftle of Duttx on happy who liicd under hii ad- 
th&K<&/w,ovei -againft Cologne ( 8 ). minifiration, . 

(<;) raneg,%»p it)** (<)) Baiidr,p (■»■) reltf tv rrwc p. sS. 

(8) hjh Beig /.vii c 7 (ij) p he A per], 

r. 24 p -z {''y v*»CodJi M c.2j f ifiz, 

'Thr 
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9m^ qntod 

(;g^ hf GMimWi^aqA «;tm»|>le|^ M 9il tli«pM* 

^xfiam wtil' U) be dedariri cfMaful die «iittii 

mff This k l5i«kswpQ» Hiwa# We»Me; fintfce 

qgii^Uaxf^" n^hiA ttjpQfve ym 507. i« d^ounftibr ubk% 
iV^ $he i^t 4 CQCM^^ ^ vU<d;i pre>i^MM m ih^ 

y^er^ hawog^ » w 

Gonty^rey beea iabfttf uM ^ ^ &0vmts» vhomt 

l;|9licd. I)e(m the ycajc ^pifed. Mapy wc»toii9> |p avoid the 
oiPil^ujB^p oocafioned by a nuciberof cx^oMbi have cbofeo 
ta date this with tbaowdMl^pItbe preocdieig ye»r^ whfmepf vq 
have 9Qt yet had »pf Hifta^e» bi4 (hall have ffeqaeptly in fuc- 
ceeding times. * 1^13 year Shf^ruf^ in ownpBwe wkb the er* Sevems 
ders he had received horn ^alerim^ left Mikn^ and 
toward? tm drive ftona thence the tfiirper Mo^ntim* He 
had with him a power^ aro^ ; but coofifting of troocn which 
tyretyears before had belonged to A/<7e|Wes»the father or Maam^ 
im^ diey were eaftly ^ned over by tiw htter^ with jfmtUkm% 
w^ campvmded them in qoality of cap^ of the guards. Hence 
Shtf^us OP (boner amFoaiched with a dpiTign to befiege n* 
cto they abandons him, and joined bs rival. Hereupon &- Me re 
veruif with a fmatt body of troops that Fwnained feilbful tx^ahemdaued 
biiOt betook himfelf to flight, bending his route towards Milan ; h 
hi^ being ctoicly purflied by Maximsm^ who met him at « 

bead of (bme troops which he had rai(^ in Campania^ and 
leading to he was obliged to (hut himfelf up in Ravenna taken, 
wMcb Mauctmian immedjatdy invefteik The place was weil 
fortified, and fupplied with great dare of proviiioas; fo that it 
have eafily held out till relieved by Gakrhu : but Severus^ 
difmiftinghisown men, and relying upon the mighty promifes 
and (blemn oaths of Maximiany yielded up the place to^un, 
and the purple whh which he had been tnvefled about a year 
and nine months before Maxmiany unmindful of his oaths, 
caifi^led him captive to Ram \ and after having kept hup fomc 
time confined to a place on the Appian wa>, about chiity fnile*» 

^on? the city, calM Tm Tabernay or the Thru Imsy he caused 
hmi to he th^e put to death. The only fiivour he could obtain 
was that of dying by having his veins opened. Hi& body was 
interred in the tomb of GaUunus^ about eight or nine miles from 
Rmm\ He left a fon behuid him, named Severiamiy who was 
put te» death by Uamui in 313 s * 


• Aur Vict, p. 525. Zos. I. ii. p. 673. Eutrop. p 5^7 
Anonym, p. 471 . Hiir. chron. Lact. perf. c. 26. p. 24. *> Vicr. 
epit. p. 542. Zos. 1 . ii. p. 673, &c. ^ Lact. perf. c. 50. 

p. 4 S. 

Maximiak, 



^40 Tie Hoqaan fU^ery. E III; 

MaxiMian, welllapfiriM fbsk^krbts wmdd iiQ|;fiifo 
the death of tb pa6 uore^rtifigfdt rekimi tx^knsogl^ 

himfelf with the alliance of itdio, having 

the Pranis^ enjoyed at that time a piofoiiM , peace and tm* 
t|tiill^4 and wai wholly bent on piopiotii^ ^ happiQe& atid 
welfare of hts people. Hai^^ thm^xe Xam with 

many new worfca« and put it In aeondi^onof fuflaininga long 
Conllan- fiage, he left and went to oo^ with inffitv^ 

tine mar- wlwre he perfuad^ him to mariy hb daug^iter and at 

r/«Fauftaj|jg time changed^ the title of Citfar^ .with which lie:baif 
contented himfelf hidierto, as appears from feveral niedals^9 
ter ffom a panegyric pronounood^n occafion of bis nuptials % 

V into that of Auguftm. C^nft^me is genecally thought to have 
Vim *de- dedaied emperor on the tbir9*jBrft March of this year 

While Mammtem\m in Gaul with Cof^antine^ Gateriut 
Galerius ente r ed Italy with a powerful army % but not fufficienty as he. 
afgroaches k»iTA by experience, to befiege Pma ; for, as he had never teen 
Kone the great capital of tlie empirci he imagined to be onlv fome- 
^th ade-'^hm larger than Antiub^. and ibme other cities of thcEaf. 
Jign to be- He threatened to lay it in tuinsy to put all die Inhabitants to the 
fword, and utterly to Extirpate the (enate i but when he ap- 
Year of proacbed that immenfe metropolis, wd viewed its fortifications, 
the flood , 

* Goltz. p: tad. Bilag. p. 459. ByzANT.fam. p. f 5. *Pa« 
negyr.s. p. lay. 
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Of Chrift 
307. 

Of Rome .qj whom he married, 
isftilcdmthcanticntmforiprioiis 
Flavia Maximiama FauJIa ( 3 ). 
La/tantiw calls her Mauimatdi 
fecond' daughter (4). Perhaps 
he looked upon Tbeodotm, nk 
wife's daughter, as his own; for 
we And no mention made of any 
other daughter of Maximian, She 
was bom and brought up in 
Rome ( 5 ). The emperor JuUan 
commends her modefty, and 
Miner- 


blamelefs condufr ( 6 ). 

^ina Conftintine^% flrft wife, by 
whom he hid Cji/pus^ mull'haye 

been dead at thjs Arne ; for he is ^ _ 

not flud to have divorced her. 'frow it on Maximin (97. 
By Faujla he had, bdfldes Con- 


ftantiut^ who is the heft known 
of all his 'children, Conjiamine 
hts eldeft fon, Qn^ans his yoiuig- 
efr, and two daughters, Cotf^an* 
Hna and Conftantia^ or rather 
Conjtantina, who was married, 
firft to Anmbalianus, and after* 
wards to Galliu Cafar^ her coo- 
fin-germans, and Helnta^ the 
wife of the emperor Jukaniy)^ 
The wife odQallus is ^ed on an 
antient coin Flamia Julia Con- 
fiantinaAugufta ( 8 ) . Galerius did 
not grant 5 ie title of Angnfius to 
^ConftantinOj till about a yearaf*. 
ter, when he was obliged to be* 


(3) GqU%, p. tiS. (4) * 7 . p. 2^. (5) Idm ibid. (6) 

liafi. orat, i. f . 9. ( 7 ) t^*de anonym, p. 3. ^ Byn, fam^ 46, 47, (8) Spanb^ 

f. 640. (<)) taEi perfk f. 32./. 29, 

de^pairuig 


3PCV. ^ 54^ 

defpiinng to be able to carr^ it atSuilt, aod not havingwith 
a Ifo^CfCfit Htunber olf pmpnio kveft 14 be retired to A~ 
aoid thence m Uckms ahd Preha to 
iaSAm A^uktim^ in hie namet to^demand tfae cmiitre of his 
fidier^tiEHtew^ end bht ufurp it by km of arms ^ But Maxen^ 

/Air, having fbimd means ^bme of 

stas' So kr Stem hearkening to the deputies, that he^^^rf 
n^tiU have man^ out Gamiutj if he, diftmfting his^'f; 
imyOi and dieadmg die fine t»f Srtomirx, had not haftenedfaack 
into his own dominions. In Hts ittftat he Ud mfte the country . 

^&r and wide, to {aevent the enemy from piquing him, and 
. aBotyed his toldk^ to commit unheard-of dilbrdersand crud- 
CiesS. Maximunfi who was frill inGaul^ being informed of the 
precipitoiis retreat bf Galeri^Sy did alt tl^t lay in his power to 
perfime Ctn/ianthu tb purfue him t hut findii^ that prince no* 
way inclined to engage in fo dangerous a war, he repailed the 
and returned to iKenw, where Tie reigned fmo time 
jointly with his fon, but was lefr i^iefled, and not (b readily 
obey^, as he. 

This piqued him to fuch a degree, that, divefiing himfelf of^faximi- 
all paternal affe£tion, he refohred to deprive Maxentha of the an 
empire, not doubting but the troops that had abandoned Seviruiy tanpts to 
as they had formerly belonged to him, would fovour his attempt, defofe his 
Having therefore endeavoured underhand to eftrange them fromy^ ; 
bis fon, he aflemblod both the people and foldiery ; and, after a 
long defcant upon the evils and misfertunes of the times, he 
turned unexpe^edly to his fon, who (at on the throne or tribunal 
with him, reproached him as the fok author of the prefont ca- 
lamities, and after many bitter and virulent invedlives, ftripped 
: him of his purple robes, and tore them in pieces. Maxentiusy 
leaping from the throne, implored the prbtcdion of the foldiery, 
wl^, being moved with his tears, but more with his promifes, 
received him in their arms, loaded Maximum with injuries, and 
threatened him with prefont death Zomras tells us, that 
Maxmiany to appeafe the foldiery, told them, that he was not 
in earneft, but h^ made ufe .of that artifice to try whether or 
no friey were fincerely attached to his fon ; but no one believing is 
him, he thought it advifeable to leave Rornty and accordingly obliged to 
haftened back into Gauly where he oompktned to Conjiantinty retire to 
that his fon had driven him from Rme. But Cotfftantiniy nht 
, . feemihg tp be much afTefied with his complaints, about the month 
of Novtmher he repaired to daleriusy the de^ared enemy of his 
foil, to regulate with him, as he pretended, the public afiairs, 

f Lact. perf. c. zy. p. 25. Pan. 6. p. 1^, Anonym, p. 472. 
s Lact. Anonym, ibid. ^ j^aiiegyr.6.p. 136. Evtaop. p. 

687. Zos. 1 , ii. p. 674. 

hut 


5^2 'ifcf $• IH* 

but in reality to Wlrtch an op^ntutiity-Of dH{«tcihMg fubM, «od 
Ibtziffg trie prortnoes But no favourable oocafiob ibffisteil 6f 
'putting in ex^ciftion hk tHeldd puipoife {P}. Oh Vhb OiSbSfidli 
Ma/tm*an^ hi 4 private c o a fermcb Ivith Jiis coIU|;ae» 

did all that lay in his porret to prtvatl upon him to rdbitab ^ 
efwpire, attd ^iver the people of HgM from fb niAny tjtarttt*. 
Ft^ the yotinger writes, that ihMitt hrmf^ prefled 
jhn to re-alcOncI the thtoOe ^ $ whidh to iii fthms altbMhdr itti- 
protsalde. Be that as it Will, Di9ckjian fetnOd foch delights hi a 
retired life, that he would lifearkeit tb no propofab 'of that idk* 
ture. La^mhis alTutes iis,‘that the defigh of Wu 

to feinftafe Dkchjieht and himfelf in the Omptre, and dOflroy 
the reft tme after another, his owh fbh not tarOepM to. SoMe 
writers, and Eutro^ta among the reft \ ifeem to have bdievdl, 
that lUuxtmhn only pretend^ to be at*" variance with hb ibh, 
the better to deceive other princes, and pompafi tbeit nitO ; 
Liciniis but, inftead Of that, he was obliged to aut^rize with his pre- 
treated fetice the promotion of Licinhs^ whom Gakrius created em- 
imperor, peror in the room of Severus, on the eleventh of Kv^sfemier of 
this year 307. 

LicjNftJS was a native of Nfwt>aciay which lay on the 
traaton Jtman fide of the D§nnhey and Was, ever fince the reigtt of 
«m// cha- jhireUaHy accounted one of the provinces of Dlyricum. He pifc- 
retaer, fended to derive his pedigree from the emperor PhiUpy but Was 
in reality fprung from a family quite mean and ignoble His 
education was fuitable to his birth ; for he was brought up With- 
out the leaft knowlcge of letters ; nay, he was not afiiamed to 
declare bimfelf an open enemy to learning, calling the fdenCes 
the peft and bane of the ftate He was naturally of a cruel, 
violent and haughty temper and addidled, even in his old 
age, to the moft infamous debaucheries His infatiable avarice 
promoted him, When raffed to the empire, to fill his coffers 
by the moft unjuft, Q'raiinical and iniquitous methods”. HoW- 

* L act. perf. c. 29. p. 26. Euradv. p. 687. * 2 ^s. I. ii. 

p. 673. ^ VicT. cpit. p. 542. « Lact. perf. c. 43. p. 37. 

” Eutrop. p. 587. ' * Anonym, p. 473. Gord. vie. p. 16^5. 

VicT. epit. p. 543« ^ Vict. ibid. s Buses. 1 .x. c. 8. p. 

597. ' Vict. cpit. p, 544, * Evsts. p. 396, 397. Aao* 

nym. p. 474- 

(P) Galenutytm not then at elejiany whom he had invited 
Cantutum in Gauly'how Chartres y thither to authoriKe with his ple- 
as we read m Zofinms ( 1) bat at fence the deftion ' of Lieimusy 
Camuntumy or Camusy on the whom he intended to create em- 
JDanuh in Tanmniay with Dio^ peror in the room of Sevirut, 

(ij ZoJ. /, ii, p. 673. 


ever. 
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ever, }ie mi a bravl( and experienced <)^oery^ the ioMkrs 
duty, puiti^sed the leaft traii%rdfiohs with the utmoft 
and, W means tevi^ ^ the army the diicipline 
cfite In die year jaj. he was,^according to 

>^^er,thayc>tinger,'"about fibcty * (Q,). However, in 31,3. he 
married Cm/iaptk^ the fifter of Cmfiantihe^ and had children^by 
u. G^drrfi^ andltehad lived in freat mtimacy ever fince ch^« 
firft entered into th^ ; and the emperor, repofing an intire 
confidence tn him, had, in all his expeditions, after he had at- 
tained to the dignity of C^ar^ fuifisred himfelf to be wholly 
governefi bv his toonfels. The memorable vidbry which Gn- 
l^mr gained over the PerJUms^ was in great meafure owing to 
^ valour and condciA of Uemius'^. Gakrius teems at firft 
to have given him bnly the provinces of Panmnia and Rh^ia ; 
but at the lame time^ promifed to put him in poflolHon of 
^ihofe that were held by MaxenAus^ as loon as he bad driven 
but that ufurper Thus was the empire ruled at once by {\x 7 ht empire 
princes, to wit, Maximipn^ Gakrius^ Lkinius^ MaKtmm^ 

and Maxentius. at once by 

Tkfi fbliowing year Maximian was conful the tenth 
and Gakrm the feventh ; but at Rom the year was dated by 
cenfuh who flmld he namedj MaxenHus^ who reigned there, 
refufin^to acknowl^e the confuUhtp eifher of Galerius or his 
father maximian^ This continued till the twentieth of -<//>n7,Maxenti- 
when Maxentius caufed himfelf to be declared conful, with his us and his 
fen Romulus^ llyled on the antient coins , 3 /. Aurelius Remulus^ 

Maxentius gave him the title of Cafar and «7^w,creatcd him lu* 
conful the following year, and rank^ him among the gods after 
his death, which happened during Us fecond confulfbip being 
drowned, it feems, in the fiber While the difturbaiices and 
changes, which we have mentioned above, happened in the weft, 

Maximn enjoyed a profound peace and tranouillity in tt)| eaft, 
which he governed with the title only of Cafar, But when be 
underftood, that Lkinius had been declared emperor, he prefled 
Galerius to raife him too to the fame rank. The emperor could 

* Evtrop. p. 587- VicT.ejnt. p. 543. " Lact. perf. c. 

2Q. p. 19. ^ Evtrop. p. 587. * Zos.l.ii. p.674. Lact. 

perf. p. 424. y Buck. cycl. p. 238. Idat. Birac. p. 450,452. 

* Vide Noris. de Dioclef. num. ^ Paneg. 6. p. 146. 

( Q.) Eufebius fpeaks of hiap he was afhamed to call him his 
as. one at that tine worn out fon, but chofe to raife him to 
with age, (2) i and La£tantm the empire as once, and ftile him 
tells Us, tiuit Q^lerius did not his brother (3). 
creatip him Ce^ar in 305 . becaufe 

(1) Eufii. A X. c.i,p. 397. (3; Lsil pc*/, c, 32. p. 59. 

not 



^ Roomr 

* not be prevailed upon co gtAne iiim MeremieA, tAit, 
him, cootrived,^ peiv dt^ appoiivdog^ tWte 
0iouU, for the AitufOs Jhtgi^mmf ibfie of 

perors ; which ude is ftill to he &tti cm wm of Jh» 
lAz^min /lahti^'s coins Maximm prcteodt^ to be ivitb ^ 

mark ofdiftindlion, but In the mean time mofi^idnditf 
to V proclaimed emperor by Jhi* army; andkin die letter whidi 
proclamedi^^ wrote ctti that occa£k>n to (rakfiui^ ji^ived hfan, that the 
empetor, troops had, without his conient or co«0|Maratt<m, i^ted him 
\^n j Auguftm S This gave Gclerm great imeafinefi ; but never- 
the flood ^ think it adviieable to quanel with his oe* 

Bef^\^hr ufuip^, he confirmed it, and at 

‘ g ' the iame time granted it to Cof^antine^ who was tht^ through 
Of Rome ambition of another man, acknowleged emperdr thraupi 
1 io6. provinces of the empire 

Tnfs ye^ Maximiartf thinking himftlf neg)e£led fay Gab- 
Conflan- fws^ left lUyricum^ ai<d privately withdrew to Con^mtne in* 
tme ae- GauU with a defign to lay hold 61 the firft opportunity that 
hmuleged fered to dfijiatch him, and cauie himielf to be acknowkged in 
byliisxoom. The better to deceive him, be quitted the purple 
Galenas the fecond time, declaring, that, in imitation of Uloclrfian^ he 
would l^d a retired life, and no longer concern himmlf with 
public affairs. ConBantim received him with the greatdt marks 
of honour and efteem, aifigned him an apartment in his own 
palace, and commanded all his fubjedls to pay the fame obedience 
to the orders of his fathei*in-law, as to his own. iBut ^he reffleft 
and turbulent fpirit of Maximan did not fufler him long to enjoy 
fo happy a fituation. Cmftantine was then bufied In building a 
bridge over the Bhtne \ which great undertaking ftruck the neigh* 
bounng nations with fuch terror, that they fent embafladori to 
fue for peace, offering to deliver up ibme ot their chiefs as hofiages 
and pledges of their fincerity. However, fomc Fr'anismU 
contmued in arms ; and againft thele Maximan advifed Con- 
Jlaniine to march with a fin^ body of forces, and leave the JKdl 
at Arelatum^ now Arles. 

Maximl- His defign was to make himfelf maftei oiCmflantinds forces, 
an r/- and feize his provinces, if any misfortune fhouJd befol him, as 
tfmp*s to there was room to believe there might, feeing he was attended 
dtf.rty Qj^]y hy a fmall army. Conjlanimcy not fu^iefting the hudt 
Conlian- treachery, followed the advice ot his fathcr-^in-law, who marched 
part of the way with him, and tlicn rctiirned to ArUs^ ^ where 
the emperor had left the flower of bis troops. When he thoi^ht 
him engage 1 in tne enemy’s country, he all pn a fudjlcn refumed 
the purple the third time, made himfelf mailer of the palsce, 

^ Birag p 446 Lact. p. 23 Eussb. p 310. * LacT. 

perf p. 433. ^ Idem ibid, c 43 p 36.0,44 p 38. 

feized 
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feisscd .^n the treafures there, diftribuied great part of them among 
the foldiers who were preient, and wrote to thofe who were ab- 
fcnt letters itlled with moft bitter inve6lives againft Conjlantine^ 
inviting them, with mighty promifes, to follow the example of 
the troops at Arks Conjiantine was no fooner informed of 
what had pafleds than he led back his army by land from the 
Rhine to Chalons^ where he embarked his forces on the Sone ; and 
landing them unexpc 61 cdly at Arles ^ furprifcd Maximian^ before 
he was in a condition to oppofc him. I'he foidiers who had 
declared for Maximian^ awed with the prefence of tlieir lawful 
commander, returned to their duty, a fmall number excepted, 
who being feduced by the prefents and promifes of the ufurper, 
fled with him to Marfcilles^ and (hut themfelves up in that city. 
Coj^lantine purfued* them clofe, and arriving before the place, 
would have carried it 4 ay aflault, had not his /caling-ladders un- 
luckily proved too (hort. This obliged him to found the retreat : Hi htaL n 
but, in the mean time, fbme of the inhabitants having opened ; 
one of the gates to Cojiftantinesi men, they entered the city,^«^ 
feized on the ufurper while he was uttering from the walls bitter 
invedlives againfl the emperor, and carried him to Csiifliint 'me \ 
who, after having reproached him with his treachery and am- '^!^’ ^ 
bition, and obliged him to quit the purple, not only granted 
him his life, but fuffered him, througli an excefs of clemency 
and good-nature, to continue with him in the fiimc palace ^ 

While thefe things pafTed in Gaul^ the troops in Africa rc- Alexan- 
yoking from Maxmttns^ who was acknowlcged there, declared dcr uunps 
Alexander^ who commanded them in quality of lieutenant, (Nipite 

peror, and with the ufual ceremonies gave him the purple 
Carthage He was defeended of an ignoble and mean family 
in Phrygia **, or, as Aurelius Victor will have it, in Punmnia h 
All authors paint him as one in every refpe^l unequal to fo great 
a charge, being advanced in years, and quite defritute] of wgour, 
prudence, and courage. J^efides, his troops confifted chiefly of 
new levies, unacquainted with the military difcipline, and for 
the moft part without arms. However, as he had a Maxeniius 
for his rival, he maintained his ufurped authority for the fpacc of 
three years at leak, fomc of his Greek coins, which have reached 
us, being dated the fourth year of his reign One A 7 "; 
who is reprefented on fonie antient medals with rays round his 
head, and the title of divus or deified^ is by moft antiquaries 
thought to have been the fon Alexander 

* Lact. p. 26. Panegyr. 9. p. 199, 200. Zos. I.ii. p. 673. 

Vales, rcr. Franc, p. 2 i. * Panegyr. 9. p. 200, 201, 20a, 

I. act. perf. c. 29. p. 27. * Zos. I.ii. p 67^. Vicr. epit. p. 

542. ^ Zos. & VicT. ibid. * Aus. p. 526. 

^ Goltz. p. I2J. > Birao p. 445 

VoL. XV. M n 
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The following year 309. Maxentiiis took upon him his 
ftcond coiiCuKl’vip at Rimc^ having his fon Romulus for his col- 
Eumeniiis Icgue (R). T his ytTLX Eumcnius, as is commonly believed, 
fronrjtncrs prouounced his panegyric on Conflantine^ in a city which flood 
ins pa tv a ^reat river that falls info the RJnne above Cologne “ ; that 

ru ott Con- according to iiioft interpreters. In Treves^ which flood then, 
IbntiRc. j,g jj. Mofelle^ the river plainly pointed at in 

the above- ineniior.ed dciciiption. The panegyrift tells us, that 
ConJIunthie was tlien bufied in repairing the walls of that city, 
which had been ruined, and in building there a great circus, a 
large fquare, bafilics, and a magnificent palace for the admini- 
flratioii of jufticc. PJc extols the generofity of the good-natured 

emperor, the cffccSis v/hcreof had been felt in all the places 
throiin;li which he had palled ; and therefore he intreats him to 
vifit the city of Juiun^ where the orator himfelf was born, 
and at tltat time taught rhetoric. In the dole of his fpecch, 
he reconiinciids to the (hnperor his five children, and all his dif- 
ciples, fomc of whom already enjoyed the firft employments 
in the Ante The lf)llowing year Andrenius and Prohus were 
named confuls by GaLrius ; but were not acknowleged as fuch 
at Rome-i where Maxentius took upon him that dignity the third 
time Without a collegue. In the confular tables this year is 
<latcd as the preceding, *thus; the fecond year after the tenth and 
/event h con fu //hip i’. 

'This year Maxtmlan^ no longer able to lead a private and 
retired life, rclblved, at all events, to attempt the recovery of 
his former condition *, but being well apprifed, that all his 
. , efforts w^ouU prove unfucccfsful, lo long as lived, he 

determined, in the fiift place, to murder him; and, in order 
'•o/Lt'f.r coiTipufs this wicked purpofc, had rccourfe to his daughter 
i. or tuujlay the wife of Conflantine^ ufing his utmofl; endeavours, 
tint. manner of carefl’es and intreatics, to prevail upon her to 

betray Jier hufband, and leave the door of the bed-chamber 
oj^eu ; which fhc piomifed to do, but immediately revealed the 
to Conf/antine^ W’ho, unwilling to condemn his father- in- 
Lvv without fomc undeniable proof of his guilt, placed one 

ruen cycl. p. 238. Onuph. in fall. p. 263. " Panegyr. 9. 

p. 198, ® Klein, p. 190, &c. ^ Buck. p. 238. & 249 

iu VI PkOM'. itt. 

(IV) 1 'here were, it feems, no ond Galerius. Some, 

otlier conlulb in tlVe other parts however, are of opinion, that 
of the empire ; for this year is Licinius was this year conful for 
tonimonly dillinguiflied by the the firft time ; and it is paft all 
vonfuls of tlie preceding year doubt, that he was conful before 
the year nitir the tenth and the death of Galerins. 
i CKth conjit/j/'tp, to wit, of 

night 
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nig!u an cuniich in his bed, and left the door of the chamber 
open. Maxtmian did not fail to lay hold of the opportunity, 
and entering the room about midniglit, killed the cunucb, 
crying out, as lie retired, Conftantine is dc(ul\ I amemferor. 

}5ut Conjiantlne^ appearing that inftant, attended by a numerous A' • 
guard, flopped him, and flicnv^ed him the body of the eunuch. 

It is eafier to conceive than exprefs the terror and difrnay that 
Icized him, when he found himfelf thus convi6tcd of the mofl 
deteftable treachery imaginable, w'iihout being able citlicr to 
excufe or deny it. As he had been chiefly prompted to this 
excefs of wickeilnefs by the mild treatment which lie had 
iiitherto met with, and fl'ill promifed hiinklf, from CcvJlantinL^ 
that prince thought himfclf obliged, in his own defence, to put 
an end to the life and crir^es of fuch an ambitious, iiupIacabL*, 
and treacherous cnemv. The only fivonr he granted him //: . X\,ir.h 
was the choice of liis death, and he cholc of all deaths tl:e rnofl 
infamous and difgracehd, which was hanging 'K Such was ilir 
unhappy, but deferved end of Maxhnwuy after having reigned 
with great glory, at leaft twenty years, and lived, according to 
Vi£ior the }’Ou;igcr % about fixty (S). Co'.ijhntine caufed all his 
flatucs to be pulled down, his images to bo torn in pieces, and 
his inferiprions erafed, not fparing cv^ii luch as were common 
to him W'itli DhchfMn \ 

The lame }ear GuUiius was feized with a moft dreadful 


^ liACT. perf. c. 30. p. 27. Kutrop. p. Zos. 1 , ii. 

p. 674. ViCT. cpit. p. 542. ^ Idem ibid. s Lacj. 

perf. c. 33. p, 30. 


(S) Some authors write, that 
Maximian died at Marfalks, 
confounding, perhaps, his death 
with what happened to liini there 
in 308. as 'Aojifnus confounds it 
with that of Maximin 11. in tell- 
ing us, that he died a natural 
death at (4). In an an- 

tient chronicle, quoted by Du 
Chtfiie (5), we are told, that 
about the year 10^4. his body 
was dilcovcred axMarfeilles in a 
leaden coffin, inclofcd in a tomb 
of white niaible, fo well em- 
balmed, ihaL it was Hill iniire. 


and appeared frcfli. The autl'.or 
of the chronicle writco, that ne 
learnt liiis of ihofe who liad 
feen the body; and aads, th.ir 
RarmhiiuJ, archbilliop of Arin^ 
perfuaded the inhabitants to 
throvv' rhe carcafe of luch an un- 
merciful pcrfccutor of the church 
into the fea, with the toiiin, 
tomb, and whatever ell'e was 
found with il. St. A'/ibt'i'r Jiad 
W'litten i'jiig befoie, that Muxi- 
7 n'ar v/as buried in a moft beau- 
tiful tomb <d marble (6). 


(f) Arn9T:i\ 




diflemper, 


f4) z.j 1 ih p. <^74. 

Ivii. p. 32J. 


(5} Du CirJ 


.1.. p. 
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diftemper, an incurable ulcer in his privy parts (T). This year 
Conflantine waged war with the Alemans^ the BtuSlerianSy 
Cberufcans^ Chmnovians^ and feveral other German nations ; 
who, after having attacked the Romans in feparate bodies, joined 
in the end all their forces, and formed a very numerous and 
powerful army *. Conflantine^ not depending upon the rela- 
tions of others, ventured in dirguife into the midft of their 
army, pretending to be a deputy fent to them by the emperor. 
As he found, that not caring to engage him, they defigncd to 
feparate, which would have rendered the war more tedious, he 
aflured them, that the emperor was not then with his army; 
which they no fooner underftood, than they difmifled the pre- 
tended dcpLitv, and, without lofe of time, marched with all their 
.forces againfl: the enemy. CenJianUne received them at the 
head of his army, put them to the rout at ''the flrft onfet, and 
• malic a dreadful flaughter^of them in their flight “ (U). 

' The 

< Panegyr. 7. p. 163 — 165. “ Idem, p. 104- 


(T) LaHmitiiis (7) and 'Enfc- 
hi us (8) deferibe at length the 
niiferable condition to which he 
was reduced; and tell us,»-that, 
bcfidcs the incxprcHible toi ments, 
with which he was racked night 
and day, w ithout the leallrcfpite, 
fuch an infufferablc llench iflued 
out of his body, infected not 
only the palacc,but the whole city . 
The difteniper incrcafed daily, 
in fpite of all the art and Ikill 
of ^the beft pliyficians and fnr- 
gcons: )\is thighs putrefied by 
degree*!, his belly was confumed, 
his bowels laid open, and the 
whole mafs of liis blood cor- 
rupted. Notwithftanding all the 
care that could be iifcd, he was, 
devoured alive with infinite 
fwarms of w'orms and vermin. 
No longer able to bear fuch un- 
relenting tormenf^^ he often 
attempted to l.iy violent hands 
on himfelf, and cauwd fome of 
his phyficians to be put to death, 
1 ecaiile their remedies proved 


ineffeftual. lie had reccurfe to 
y> polio i to uEfculapius^ and all 
his gods, but to no cffccl ; nay, 
the remedies which Apollo, or 
rather fomc impollor in his name, 
preferibed to him, ferved only 
to aggravate his raging diftem per. 
He languilhcd in this painful, 
and, beyond expreflion, mifer- 
able condition, a whole year, 
and upwards, iuffeiing every mi- 
nute all the agonies of death (9). 
The pagan, as well as chrillian 
writers, take notice of thi". un- 
accountable malady of Vale- 
rius ( I ) . The latter afci ibe it to 
divine vengeance, as he had been 
the chief author of the perf eu- 
tion aiid unhc.ard-of ciuckies 
fuft'ered by the Chriftians. 

(U) It was perhaps on ac- 
count of this vidory, that he 
took the title of Maximus, whicli 
we find on fome of his medals 
ftruck this year 310. the fifth of 
his reign (2). F.ufrhius tells us, 
that after he had driven out of 


(-) l a'-i . frr*' c. p, 50. (S^ F.uCit. /. viii. c. l6. /». ^14., cl:, 

'o') Urri j'.'o? r. 3-. (1' j^ur, yitt. c^it, p. ^35, Z f. /'. 674. 

, p. ■'» B f. 453. 
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The nextconfuls were Galerius the eighth time, and Alaxi^ 
minus the fecond ; but Maxentius refufirig to acknowlcge them, 

Rome was without confuls till the month of September^ when 
RuJmus and Eufebhts Volufianus were honoured with that dig- 
nity As the diftemper of Galerius grew daily more raging 
and violent, he began at length to aicribe it to the juft vengeance 
of heaven, for his cruelties to the innocent Chriftians, and im- 
mediately publifhed an cdi£l, ordering a ftop to be put to the Galerius 
perfecution. This edi£f was enaded in the name of thTQtl>uts a Ji^p 
emperors, to wit, Galerius^ Con/ianiins^ Tind Licinius. Maxen~fo thp ptv 
tius was looked upon by Galerius as an cnemv, and had 
been acknowleged by him ; and, as for Alaximin^ he either 
would not agred with tjje reft to put a ftop to the perfecution, 
or his name has t)ceii, through a miftakc of the tranferibers, 
omitted in the edidt, as that of Liewirts has been left out in nioft 
editions of Eujehnis^ and even xviihdat'm trniifl.itionby 
The edidt was dated the twentieth year of the reign of Galcrtu^y 
and, confequently, muft have been drawn up after the fiift of 
March ot this year '^ii. It publicly fet up at Nicomedia 
on the thirtieth of Jpril^ and the following month Ids death 
was known there ; for he died, accoiJiug to tlie nioft probable Year of 
opinion, at SarduUy the metrfipolis of A’iw now known the flood 
by the name of So/ia^ or, as the inhabitants ftile it, 7 riadizza 2751. 
Galerius had reigned, icckouing from the time he had been Ol Chr. 
created Cafar^ ninetc*cn yeais, two inontlis, and fome days. 3M. 
He had been emperor fix years, and a few days; for we find Of Rome 
Ibme of his coins dated the fcvciuh.ycar of his reign V. Before * *^ 9 - 
he expired, he earncftly recommended to Licinius his wife l a~ ky'VXJ* 
laria^ the daughter of Dioclrfian^ and Candidianus his natural 
fbn * \ which (hews, that L'icinius was prefent when he died. 

He was buried in the fame city where he was born, ^nd after- 
wards deified with the ufual ceremonies =*. 

Maxim IN was no fboner informed of the death ofGabrius^ 
than he haftened from the Eaft, where he tlicn was, with a 
defign to feizc on his provinces, and entering Biiljynia^ made 
himfclf mafter of all the countries beyond the Propontis. On 

^ Lact. perf. c. 3^. p. 31. Buch. cycl. p. 235?. * Lact 

perf. c, 35. p. 31. Kuseb. 1. viii. c. 17. p 315. v PAr.!, 

р. 311. Lact. c. 35, 50. p. 32, 44. Euseb. I. viii. 

с. 17. * ViCT. epit. jf. 543. liiRAG. 444. Eut'EB 1 . ix. 

r 10. p. 364. 

Caulj or intirely fubdued, the daced fuch of the inhabitants as 
barbarians bordering on the had not yet fuhmitted to him ( n . 

Rhine and the ocean, he palfed But of this expedition no men- 
over into Britain, and there re- tion is made by the pancgyrills. 

(3) CQnJiant, I, i. c p. 4a'', 

N n 3 ti e 
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the oihcr hand, Lidnius^ having drawn together his forces, 
marched to oppofe him ; and the two armies encamped over- 
againft ,each other, the one on the coaft of and the other 
of Eurrpe, However, they came at length to an t^gree- 
ment; and in a private interview, which they had in 
the (freights of Chalcedony they entered into an ofFenfivc 
and defenfive alliance, which they confirmed with the moft 
. folcmn oaths Maximm remained mafter of Bithyma^ and 
of Thrace^ the (freights of Chalcedo 7 t being the common 
hii between llie two empires Valeria^ the widow of 

•vinces°~ Galerms^ though earnc(fly recommended by him at the point of 
death to Licintus^ chofc to withdraw into the dominions of Maxi^ 
mhiy with her mother Pi'ifca^ the wife of Dioclejian^ Candldla^ 
nu\ the natiiial fen of Galcriu^^ and Severianzis the fon of 6V- 
vn'aSy put to death by J^taxhnian in 307. Maxmin treated 
Valeria for feme' with the utmofl rrfped, honouring her with 
t!tc title of mother ; nay, he conceived a violent paflion for her, 
;iiul even offered to icpudiate his own wile, and marry her. 
I'aloioy not a little furprifed at this unexpcdled propolal, an- 
i'.NCied him with gicat freedom. That the (fate and habit (lie 
was ill, the time of her njourning for the death of her hufband 
not being yet expired, did not allow her to tliink of marriage; 
that to her it feemed very ffiange he (hould put away a wife, 
who had not given him the leaff c'ccation of complaint ; that 
fuch a proceeding gave her room to expcift the like treatment; 
and, in (liort, that it wms lioth unbecoming and unprecedented, 
in a perfun of her rank, tv) entertain the Icaff thought of a 
Taier^a^^ fecond marriage. Alaximhi was provoked to fuch a degree with 
niid generous anfwcr, that, changing his love into 
Maxln-’i) immediately banifficd both her and her 

mothtT,’' fetzed nri al) i'cr efieds, confined her domcffics, put 
Iier curiiich-: to the rack, and, upon talie accufetions, fentenced 
to death fevcrii illiifn jolf la ‘ic-, w’'o attended her, and, among 
the rcif, two (cn.ators wives, and ('ne, whofe daughter was a 
at Rone. They were puHidy executed at Nira^a, upon 
the depofiticn of a who falHy accufeJ tliem of adultery, 

hoping to cfcdpe the pur.iihir.vnt due to Ids crimes, by impeach- 
ing tiiein. Tile pefiplc loudly complaincil of fuch a barefaced 
piece of injii/fice, and, tranfported with rage, would have torn 
in pieces /i'ru7^'.ve;/jr the governor of that province, while he fat 
on his tribunal to'^coiidemn thc.m, and fee his fentence put in 
execution, bad he not been furrour.ded with a numerous body of 
foldiers, who, with difficulty, protected him againft the in- 
fults of the incenfed pt'puiace. The ‘/i’zu, their accufer, being 
afterwards condemned to be crucified, acknowleged on the crofs 


^ Euset.. 1 . ix. c. 10. Lact. c. 4c. p. 30, 
LAci.ibid. 


® Eufer. 
their 
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their iimocence, and his own ^uilt, in fnffcrine himfelf to he 
fuborncd to accufc them Valeria^ tho’ confined in tlie dc* 
feits of Syria^ found niciuis to acquaint her father D'locleftan 
with the miferablc ftatc die was in, who, moved with tcoilcr- 
ntTs and compaflion. Tent fevera! perfons, and amonf!; the reft a 
kinfnian of his own, an officer of arcat difiiiKHion in the 
army, to intreat Max'tmtn^ bv all the oMisiation^' he owed him, 
to rclcafe his beloved daughter from her confinciir.nt, and allow 
him the fdtisfacStion of enjoying her company in Id.*! old age. 

But the t)Tant was deaf to all intreatic'i ; which it fald to have 
haffened the death of the old emperor 

Constantine, in the mean time, wns hiifie.! in vifiting 
the provinces undtr his government. He artived thi> >ear, tl.ec’oTdhm- 
fixtli of his reign, sft yiui 7 in\ and finding the inhabitants over- tine'; er- 
loaded with taxes, he not <)nly forgave them what I’ncv ow^ed tc 

the exchequer ever fince hi*'' acccffioif to the empire, but re-//‘ nf\ tf 
mitted above a fourth part of all impofh. Jn acknovvleccmciu lutun. 
of this favour, the citv of Auliin^ looking upoi^ the gentronq 
and good-natured emneror as their founder, took the iv.unc ^>1 
Flavla^ which was the name of his family ; and upon Ins re- 
turn to the place of his rcfidence, probably 7 ’/r:rs they Tent 
Eunien'iUi to return Iiim thanks f>r hi? cxfTaordij;.ii v klndiKfs 
them j which tlic orator did in a fpecch is fiill extant . 

In the mcm time uMa-rnthi^^ who udgned undertook 

the rcduiflion of Afrua^ wdiich had revolted, as wc have re- 
lated alxwc, in 308. and dc’claicd y//V\^/Wrr emperor. Againlt 
him Maxentius difpatchcd Rufus^ or RuJIks J Gh'Jhtnns^ pro- 
bably the conful of this yt ar, and one Zew/r, a celebrated com - 
mander, who, in t!»e fir ft battle that was fought, put the troop'? 
f>r Alt'xinidt'r to the rout, took him prifoncr, and cauled him 
immediately to be ft i angled ‘k ^ 

'I'hus ended the war \\^ Africa \ but not the calamities 
that unhappy province; iox Afaventius caufed fuch of the Afn- in.s n 
as WTre conliderahle either for their birth or WTiilih, to^//w 
be inhumanly put to death, and leizicd their cftatcs', pietending>/wA. 
they had favoured the ufurper; nay, he commanded ilie cii\ 
of Carthage^ at tli?it time one of the moft beautiful and flovuifti- ’^'' 'I 
ing cities in the world, to he laid in aftics. I'hus was the pro- -^hica. 
viiicc of Africa utterly ruined, and the inhabitanrs reduced to 
beggary, and obliged, through fear of the tyrant, to aban;!on . 
their native count! y, and take ftielter in^the province's of th.e 
oiher piiiices Maxentius triumphed at Rome for tiie defeat of 

^ liACT. perf. c. 39, 40. p. 35, 36. ® Idem, c. 41. 

p. 36. ^ Paneg. 8. p. 188, &c. p Acr A, ler. 

p. 526. Zos.l. ii. p. 675. Lactam, perf. c. 4;;. p. 37. Paneg, 

Oj 7. p. 145, 173. Aur. Vict. Zos. ibid. 
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Alexander^ or rather for the deftru£tion of Carthage^ and the 
Rome ruin of Africa. But Rome and Italy were no le& grievoufly 
Italy by the lewd, inhuman, and avaricious tyrant, than 

•voufy af- Carthage and Africa (W). Maxentius allowed his foldiers the 
f 'rtud hy fame unreilrained liberty, or rather licentioufnefs, which he 
him. took himfelf, abandoning to them the honour, the lives, and 
the fortunes of the moft innocent perfons. By this means, 
Rome was in a ftiort time reduced to a moft deplorable condition ; 
the fenators were ftripped of their eftates, and either baniflied 
upon falfe acculations, or publicly executed ; and the people fo 
loaded with taxes, that they had not wherewith to purchafe 
the common neceftarics, and great numbers of them died daily 
Thr cruelty ^qj. want. He was g*‘eatly addi&ed teethe ftudy of magic, which 
<Maxen- prompted him to many unheard-of cruelties, as he hoped to 
learn future events from^the entrails of women, and innocent 
children ^ A fire accidentally breaking out in the temple of 
Fortune^ and the people flocking from all parts to extinguifh it, 
a foldicr uttered fome words of raillery againft the unfortunate 
goddefi^ which one of the populace hearing, killed the foldier 


^ Panegyr. 

(W) The unexpreflible cala- 
mities under which they groan- 
ed, are deferibed at length by 
y.rjimus (^)^, Eufthius ' 5 ), ^ure- 
a us ViSor (6), and the panegy- 
rifts who flouriflicd in thole 
times (7). His luft fpared not 
the mod: illuflrious ladies of 
Romcy nor his avarice the chief 
■men in th j fenate : he forced the 
former, by all manner of tor- 
ments, to comply with liis im- 
pure deflres 5 and condemned 
the latter, under various pre- 
tences, to death or baniilimcnt, 
jn order to feize their eftates. 
Eufthius and Rujiuus{{)) tell 
us, tliat having by menaces 
forced the governor of the city 
to yield lip to him hjs wife, by 
name’ Sophioaia, ihe, wl»o pro- 
ieft'ed the Chtifii/in religion, 
4iiid conlequfntly thought death 


6. p. 136. 

a lefs evil than the defiling her- 
felf with any impurity, begged 
a few minutes to put on her beft 
attire;, which being granted, ftie 
withdrew into her clofet, and 
there, after a fhort prayer, bu- 
ried a dagger in her breaft, and 
died on the fpot. This adion 
is mightily commended by Eufe-- 
hlus and Rufnus ; and Palladius 
feemstoapproveit (^1^. Itfliews 
a courage in Sophrenia above her 
fex, and a love of purity worthy 
of the religion which Ihe pro- 
fefled ; but neverthelefs cannot, 
in the opinion of St. Jujlin (zji 
be commended, or even cxcufcd, 
unlefs done by a particular and 
extraordinary impulfe from hea- 
ven, fuch as he fuppofes Razias 
to have had, of whom mention 
is made in the book of the Mac^ 
cahccf. 


(4' 2 'j. /. :i. 675. («) Eujl‘ 6 . /. vili. p. 310. (6) Aur. Vift. 

p. ^ 2 (. " .'7) Pune^r. 6, 7. p. 137, 158# (8) Eufeb. Itji, L viii. 

14. f. 313. ^9) llttfn. e. 17. p. 141. (i) Paiial. Lutifiat,a^ 

p. ic-j, <JV. Dtiy A i. c. zt. 


on 
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on the fpot. His comrades, to revenue his death, fell fword m 
hand upon the people ; which occafioned a dreadful tumult, in 
which an incredible number of perfons loft their lives (X). 

Being elated with his fuccels againft Alexander^ tvrant of 
Africa^ he began to entertain thoughts of deftroying the other 
princes, one after the other ; for he was often heard to fay. 

That he alone was emperor, and that the others were only his 
lieutenants, employed by him to defend and guard the confines 
of the empire againft the incurfions of the barbarians, that he 
might enjoy at Rome an undifturbed peace and tranquillity. He jjg ^ 
refolved to begin with Conflaniine^ under the plaufible pretence cAfol^vcs t9 
revenging the deatlj of his father Maxhnian^ though we ^i^make <war 
aftlired, that he was not in the leaft afFcdled with it ^ He had upon Con- 
then under his command an hundred and feventy thoufand footjftandDe. 
and eighteen thoufand horfe, moft of v^om had ferved under 
his father, and confequently were enured to military toils and 
dangers. He had ainaffed, by his extortions, vaft fums to de- 
fray the charges of a war, and great ftore of provifions, having 
for that purpofe drained Africa^ and the adjacent iflands. He 
no fuoner began to aficmble his troops, than Conjlantine^ well 
apprifed of his defign, wrote to him, .and, by laying before 
him the dreadful evils and calamities attending a civil war, en- 
deavoured to divert him from it. Na%arius tells us, that 
Jiantinc^ pitying the mifcrable rondition to which he faw, with 
the utmoft concern, the metropolis of the empire reduced, 
burnt with a defire of redeeming it from the tyranny under 
which it groaned ; but not thinking that could juftify his en- 
gaging in a war with his brother-in-law, he endeavoured to 
fatisfy him, as to the death of his father. But Maxentius^ who 
wanted only a pretence for ftripping Conflantine of his domi- 
nions, without giving ear to his remonftrances, caufW his 
ftatues to be pulled down, and his images defaced, giving out, 
that he was determined at all events to revenge the death of his 
father. 

Euseb. p. 310. Aur. VtcT. p. 52, * Zos. 1 . ii. p. 675. 

Aur. VicT. p. 526, 

(X) 7 ^oJtmus writes, that Ma- Prudentius gives us apathetic ac- 
immediately reftrained the , count of the evils which the city 
fury of his foldiers ; but though endured unde? fo cruel a tyrant, 
he excufes him on this occafion, who was not aftiamed to hll the 
yet he owns, that his tyranny public prifons with the moft ve- 
grew daily more infiifterable, nerable and illuftrious perfons in 
and that the Roman wople impa- the fenate ( 4^. 
tiently wiftied for adelivererf 3/ 

(3) P- (4) w iSy*. /. i. p> *19, 420 * 

Hereupon 
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Hereupon Conftantlne^ leaving a ftrong body of troops to 
guard the hanks of the Rhlne^ and prevent the barbarians from 
breaking into Gatd during his abfence, fet out on his march to 
Conftan- Itah^ at the head of an army, confifting, according to thpfe 
tine ^^^who magnify their number the moft, of ninety thoufand foot, 
his march thoufand horfe. Of thefe only twenty-five thoufand 

were and the reft auxiliaries (Y). He endeavoured 

to gain over Licinius^ by promifmg him his filler Conjiantta in 
marriage ; which gave fuch jealoufy to Maximm^ that he fent 
deputies to court tlic fricndfhip of Maxentius^ and entered into 
an alliance with him ; which however was kept fecret \ for 
Conjianime was not apprifed of it till he became itiafter of 
Romcy and faw there the ftatuc of Maxm'in placed clofc to 
that of Maxnitius We arc not? told,, ♦hat Maximin fent any 
fuccours to Ahixeniius^ or Licinius to Conjlantine, In this war. 
Pi evidence had (bmerfjing in view infinitely more important 
than the refeuing of Rjume from the tyranny of Maxentius\ 
nothing lefs than the delivering of the church from the cruel 
perfecution under which it had groaned for the fpacc of near 
three hundred years. Conjlantine bad inherited of his father 
fame love and efteem for the Chriftians ; for the firft ufe he made 
of his authority, was to put a ftop to the perfecution in the pro- 
vinces fubje£l to him o. However, he had not yet (hewn any 
inclination to embrace a religion which he both honoured 
and efteemed ; but, in the war with Maxentius^ apprehending 
that he ftood in need of an extraordinary afliftance from heaven, 
Hedehbe-^^ began ferioufly to confider with himftlf, what deity he 
y"^"^^^^(hould implore as his guardian and protedlor. He revolved in 
n^at od fallacious anfwers given by the oracles to other 

’h/^ffjmld princes, and the fuccefs that had attended his father Conflantim 
imilcrc. wars, who delpifcd the many gods worfhiped by the 

Romitns^ and acknowlegcd only one Supreme Being. At the 
fame time he obierved, that fuch of his predeceflbrs as had per- 
fecuted the Chriftians, the adorers of this God, had mifearried 
in moft of their undertakings, and periflied by an unfortunate 
and untimely end ; whereas his father, who countenanced and 
protcQcd them, had, in all his wars, been attended with .un- 
common fuccefs, and ended his life in the arms of his children. 

Zos. 1. ii. p. 676. * Lact. perf. c. 43. p. 37. 

® Idem, c. 24. 1^, 23. 

(Y; A panegyrill, in an ora- troops Mexander had with 
tion ptonounced before him, him, when he went to attack 
fd} s, that he engaged in tliis the king of Pef^a (^)'y that is, 
tti- With a fmaller number of not quite forty thoul^d men. 

(5) Pan. 6. p. X37. 


Upon 
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Upon thefe confidwatjons, he rcfolved to have rrcourfe to 
.the God of his father, and adhere to Him alone. To Him, 
therefore, he addrefled himfclf with great humility and fervour, 
befecching Him to make himfelf known i6 him, and to afhft 
him in his prefent expedition. Heaven heard his prayer in a 
manner altogether miraculous j which, however incredible it 
may appear to (bme, Eufebim aflures us, he received from tlie 
emperor’s own mouth, who folemnly confirmed the truth of 
it with his oath. As he was marching at the head of his mirircu-- 

in the open fields, there fuddenly appeared to him, and thc/o«j^//a- 
wholc army, a little after mid-day, a pillar of light above thenV;o«. 
fun, in the form of a crofs, with this infeription, In this con- 
quer. The emperor was in great pain about the meaning of 
this wonderful vifion, «till thS following night; when our Sa- 
viour appearing to him, with the dime fign that he had feen in 
the heavens, commanded him to cailfe fucli another to be 
framed, and to make ufe of it in conquering his enemies. The 
next morning Conjiantme imparted to his friends what he had 
feen ; and fending for the ableft artificers and workmen, or- 
dered them to frame a crols of gold, and precious ftones, ac- 
cording to the direcliorib which he gave tlicm (Z). ConJJant 'me 

• being, 

( 7 /) This crofs is minutely de- the crofa is plainly reprefented, 
feribed by Eufthius^ who faw was the only thing Cf^njlantine 
it (6'. who has caufed added to the antieut flandard. 

it to be ingraved in his an- This tlie pious emperor caufed 
nals (7}, places the images of to be carried before Idminall 
Cfinjlantiiu and his children on his wars, as an cnfign of fafety 
the ilandard that was fafiened to and vidtory' (9). Socratis feem » 
the crol's-part of it, though Eu- to infinuate, that in his time, 
fi.hiu5 feems to place them be- about the year 4.30 it was lodged 
low the ftandard. in a crown in the imperial palace^ Cw- 
of gold at the top of the crof* ftantbwplc ( i ) ; and Thcophanev 
was a figure, confilling of the tells us, that it was Hill to tic 
two firll letters of the name of feen in the ninth century (2). 

Chrifl^ according to the {.h-eth Conjhiniinc caufed feveral oiiu-i 
orthograpiiy 1^8). This hgure, croifes to be made after the 
on fome medals, is formed thus fame manner, and 10 be con- 
jK* and in others thui* ^p. This Handy carried at the head of his 
cypher was probably Ihewn to armies, inftead of the figures of 
Cofijlantine with the Crofs ; for* Jt'J.'frs, Jupber^ Eomu/us, 
we are no-where told, that he 'J'lie name oimCbnj/ was not al- 
contriveJ it. Some are of opi- ways at the top of the crof ., 
nion, that this c)'pher, in which but fometimes on die ibindAidi3;. 

f 6 ) Eitfb. •vlt. Corfi^ /. i. r. 27— P 41I ■ -42^. (7) /} 

rtn’7. 312, (S) i'uj^h ihui, f. 31. p. ^‘ 2 . 7 ^ (9') Itiemibid fi' S.ct r. 

/. I. /•. 2 , p. 7. (.) 'It’otr. p. jx, (5^ ofu(, ht y. 7s. 

/. j, i.^*p 
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being, after the miraculous vifion, inibutably determined to 
adore that God alone who had appeared to hiln,^ent for feveral 

bifhops. 

When the troops, in any part of that it was borrowed of the Ger~ 
‘the army began to give ground, mans (7). At the fame time 
the emperor caufed the Aandard Confiantine ordered the fhields, 
with the crofs to be conveyed helmets, and offeniive as well as 
thither ; and his faith, fays Eu- defenfive weapons of the fol- 
Jehim (4), was rewarded wth diers, to be marked with croiTes, 
victory, which began on that as appears from (8), and 

fide where the greateft danger various antient monuments. Bo~ 
was apprehended. He chofe %omen tells us, that the emperor 
fifty of the moH courageous, r^ufed the name of our Saviour 
robuil, and religious men among to be ^ut upon the labarum^ that 
his guards to attend this Hand- the foldiers, who, in all times, 
ard, and carry it in ttieir turns, paid the utmoll refpe£t to the im- 
Eu/ebius alTures us, that none of perial ftandard, might, by de- 
thofe who 'carried it were ever grees, be brought to forget their 
wounded in battle ; and adds, falfe deities, and pay the fame 
that, in one encounter, the per- honours to Him, whofe name 
fon who held it, finding himfelf they had conftantly before their 
aimed at on all fides by* the ene- eyes (9). Confiantike had the 
my, and therefore delivering it above-mentioned vifton before 
to another, in order to avoid the he palTed the Alps to make war 
danger by flight, was fliot thro* upon Mnxiniiusy and coiife- 
w'ith a dart the minute he parted quently in Gaul ; but, as to the 
with it ; whereas the other precife place, we are quite at a 
efcaped unhurt, amidftthe fliow- lofs. Some fland up for Btfan^ 
lers of arrows that flew round others, for Sinx^ic on the 

him. This Evfibiusj as he aflures Rbine^ at a fmall diflance from 
us, learnt of Conjlantine him- Cologne ; and fome for Numegen, 
felf In the year 416. 7 heo- a village on the Mofellcy about 
Jojius the younger bellowed five miles below Treves ; which 
great privileges on thofe who calls the illuflrious camp 

carried the labarum or laborum ; of Confi anting ( i ) ; but their con- 
fer fo the flandard confecrated, jeflures are altogether ground- 
to tffe the expreflion of St. Am- lefs. Balujius complains, and 
hro/e (6), with the name of not without reafon, of the irre- 
Chrifi^ is Ailed by Gregory of ligious temerity of a modern 
Naxianzum, Prsulentius, and o- writer (2), who is pleafed to ftile 
tilers. As to the etymology of the whole account of this mira- 
that name, we are quite in the. culous apparition, that is, the 
dark. The rekder will find befl atteiled fa£l in the hiftory of 
many conjeftures concerning it Cenjlantingy^ pious f^ion^which^ 
in Du Cange j who is of opinion, in other terms, is calling 

(4) Kufeh. vit. Confl, /. ii. 447. (5) Idem ibid, p, 448. (6) Ambrof, 

epift. XVII, ^.213. (y) Canjre drjjferc, de inferior, aw numifmat, p. 18. 

^ *90- (8) Eufeb. ibid. L iv. c. %t. p. 535. (9) Sox, 

!. i. f. 4. p. 401;. (i) Bueb. de Beig i, viL‘. c, 6. 243. (2) Joeohue 

Otjelius in ihrfaur, Kumif, antifuor, p. 4(13, 

bins 
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^ifliops, in order to be inftru£led by them in the myfteries ofConftan- 
their religion, and in ^liretal particulars of the late apparition, tine » /«- 
He hearkened to them with the utmoft rcfpefl, and bclievedA“<*^^<f 
Vhat they told him of the divinity, incarnation, crofs, 
death of our Saviour, reading, with great attention, the holy"""^^""» 
Scriptures, and confulting in his doubts the bilhops, wliom, for?®^ 
that purpofe, he kept conftantly about him ** (A). f 

We may well imagine what a great alteration the conver- 
fion of Conjiantine produced in the church. The whole im- exam- 
perial family followed, it (eems, his example; we arc well^/^ h foU 
afTured, that his mother Helen did : for though Theddoret writes, locwed by 
that (he infpjred her fon from his infancy with fentiments o^the impe- 
piety *1, yet Eufebius tells us in exprefs terms, that Ihe knew notrial fami- 
the true God, till (fie was induct by her fon to embrace the^. 
truth, and adhere to 'rtie zeal which Confiantta (hewed 
for the doiSlrine of Arms^ inclines us to believe, that (he pro- 
fcfTed the chriftian religion (B). • 

Constantine 

P Euseb. vit. Conft. I. i. c. 32. p. 423, 424. ^ Theodor. 

1 . i. c. 17. p. 563. ^ Euseb. vit. Conil. 1. lii. c. 47. p. 506. 

bins an impious impoftor, and ftantine T for OJius, the ccle* 
at the fame time charging him brated bi(hop of Corduha in 
with the greateft folly imagin- Spain^ was by birth an Egyptian^ 
able, in pretending to impofe and might, as he was a man of 
upon the world with fuch an great piety and learning, have 
enormous faKhood, while many been lent for by the emperor, 
thoufands of witnelTes were Hill It is at lead certain, that Con- 
living, who would not have ftantine foon after appointed 
failed to difprove what he wrote, him his almoner, and treated 
and give him the lye. To ima- him on all occafions with the ut- 
gine a writer of Euftbius's cha- moft refpe6l, efteem, and^vene- 
radler guilty of fuch folly, im- ration. The modern Greei wri- 
padence and prefumption, is^ in ters pretend, that one of the em- 
our opinion, carrying Icepticifm peror’s chamberlains, by name 
and incredulity to too great an Euphrates^ had great (hare in 
height. his converfion : but of him no 

(A) Eufebius does not name mention is made by the antients. 
them ; but Zofemus tells us, that (B) Eufebius tells us, that Eu- 
an Egyptian^ coming from ^pniUy tropia, the widow of Maximian^ 
to the place where Conftantine and mother-in-law of Conftan- 
was, prevailed upon him to" //»p, followed the example of 
abandon the religion of the Ro- the emperor ; 1 ind Vahfius main- 
mam (3). This may be true, tains the fame thing of her 
though no great ftrefs is to be daughter Eaufta ; which does 
laid upon what Zojimus writes, not at all feem improbable, 
touching the converfion of Con- though not pofitivcl) aiierted by 
Euch, ii. /. 68;. 
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Ccndan- CoNSTANTiNE crofled the Alps the following year, when 
tiuc paffhYiii and Licinius were confuls the fecond time, without meeting 
the Alps, wiih the leaft oppofitlon, till he arrived at Segufium^ now Sufa ; 

being fortified both by nature and art, and defended by a 
htmjelf numerous gaiifon, refufed to fubmit. Hereupon Conjlantine^ 
tnaj erof ordered a general afTauIt, and at the fame time caufed 

^*’firc to be fet to tlie gates, carried the place by ftorm the fame 
day ; but would not give it up to be plundered, nor fufFcr the 
inhabitants to be any- ways injured in their lives or fortunes •, 
though Zdftmus writes, that he laid in rutns all the cities that 
prefumed to oppofe him ^ From Segujium he marched to Au- 
gujla ^awimrumy now l*tiriny in the neighbourhood of which 
place he was met by a numerous army of the enemy, whofe 
cavalry, armed cap-a-pe, fell upor. him^with a fury hardly to 
be exprefled 5 but Conjianiine ordering his ranks to open and re- 
ceive them, they wcr« furrounded on all fidesy and, unwieldy 
as they were, pulled ofF of their horfes, and killed, without the 
lofs of a fingle m in on Conjiantine^ fide. The reft of the army 
was eafily put to the rout, and purfued with great flaughter to 
the gates of Tu 7 'in ; v/hich the citizens (hut againft them, but 
opened to Conjiuntinc^ whom they received with the greateft 

« Euseb. vit.Conft. l.i. c. 37. p. 426. ^ Zos. l.ii. p. 676. 


any of the antients. Johannes 
Damafeenus writes, that Conjlun- 
tine caufed not only the crofs, 
but the image of our Saviour, 
to be reprefented on his coins; 
but no medals liave been yet 
found to confirm his opinion. On 
liis coins appear only the laha- 
runty and on foine of his fon 
Conjlantius the with the A 
and the emblem afliimcd by 
our Saviour in TdxeKefvrIntiovs (4). 
The iilence of the anriciit panc- 
gyrifts with refpeft to fo public 
and remarkable an event as the 
apparition of the crofs, which 
occaiioned the convei fion of Con- 
fiantincy would feem to us un- 
accountable, wert wc not well 
apprifed of the great and almoll 
invincible power of prejudice in 
matters of religion. The au- 

f 4 ) Vide Du Cange famil, f 

W Idem, 6. 135 . 

2 , 


thors of thofe panegyrics could 
not, even in their fpeeches ut- 
tered before Conjlantiney forbear 
fpeaking of their fabulous dei- 
ties, as if the emperor had Hill 
been a pagan. However, fome 
of them feem to have hinted at 
that apparition, though in very 
dark and ambiguous terms ; for 
one of the orators fpeaks much 
at large of an extraordinary af- 
fiftance, which, he fays, all Gau/ 
believed to have been fent to 
Conjirnthic from heaven (5). An- 
other fays,that every one dreaded 
the war with Maxentius, on ac- 
count of an evil omen (6). This 
may be well underilood of the 
crofs, than which nothing was 
more infamous, or more detefted, 
among the Romans. 

31-33. (sJ 
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dcmonftrations of joy imaginable. All the cities between the 
Po and the Alps followed the example of this, fending depuues 
with great ftore of provifions to the conqueror, and affifting him 
to the utmoft of their power againft Maxentiusy whofe cruelties 
and tyranny they could no longer bear From 1 ‘urin he 
inarched to Mihny which city he entered without oppofition ; 
and having palled a few days there, he purfued his march to 
Brefciay where he was met by a numerous body of horfe, who 
being routed at the firft onfet, retired in great confufion to F ?- 
romy the place appointed for the general rendezvous of all the 
troops of Maxentius difperfed up and down the country. TJrey 
were very numerous, and commanded by Ruricius Pompeianusy 
an experienced officer, and captain of the guards to Maxenlius^ 
who, not thinking u advifciU>lc to venture a battle, (hut hiinlelf 
up in Veronay with pa* t of his troops. 

Constantine, having pa/Ied the a parent way above Verona 
that city, invefted it with his whole army. Pofnptirmus xnxdtLjugtii 
a vigorous fally 5 but being rcpulfed ^ith great lots, be Hole 
away in the night, and foon after returned with a numerous 
army, which he had with incredible expedition drawn logethtr 
from all parts. Cotiftantiney receiving intelligence of his ap- 
proach, left part of his troops to purfuctthc fiegc, and maicbed 
with the reft to meet him. Hereupon an engagement enfued,^^^^"' 
which lafted almoftthe whole night; but in the end the troops^*^^ 
of Pmpeiams were utterly defeated, and the general 
killed, ConJianUne diftinguifhed himfclf on this occafion in a 
very eminent manner, grappling hand to hand with die enemy 
like a common foldier ; infoinuch that his officers, after tho 
battle, conjured him with tears in their eyes to moderate his 
courage for the future, and not expofe to fuch dangers a life, 
oa which depended the fafety and welfare of the ftate The 
city of Verona ftill held out for Ibme time ; but was in^hc end 
taken by ftorm, and utterly ruined. Tlie garif in furrendered ^ 
at diferetion, and Conjlantincy contrary to their expeclaiion, 
granted them their lives ; but that his own men might not he 
employed in guarding them, as they were very numerous, he 
caufed chains to he made of their fwords, and confined them in 
two prilbr.5 During the fiege of Verona y ConJUmtine detached ,7. ,/ r - 
part of his troops to attack Aquilciay Muttna^ and fevcial other 
cities ; which readdy fubmitted. By this means he became mailer 6' '• # < • 
of all the places between the ^Ips and Romey the deliverance oi < 
which city from the tyranny of Maxentius Vas what \u had 
moft of all at heart 

“ PanegAT. 6, 7. p. 138, 166. ^ Idem, 6. p 141. 7 p. 

<■68, 169. * Idem, 6. p. 141, 142. • hien, ' p 17-, 

I'’!. 
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Confbm* He therefore bent his inarch thitber, and approached the city 
tane ap- with all his forces. His approach who had 

froacbes abandoned himfelf to eafe« and wallowed in all manner of plea* 
Kome. (tires and debaucheries, ftifllng the tidings that were daily brought, 
to him of the defeat of his troops, and me progrefs of Cmflantini^ 
He*caufed a bridge of boats to 1 ^ laid over the 7 /^r, a little 
above the Milvian bridge, now Ponte Molle^ fo contrived that 
it could be eafily loofend, which he charged one of his engineers 
to do as foon as Conjiantine was entered upon it with his army* 
But the emperor chofe to encamp in a fpacious plain, over* 
againft the Milvian bridge, hoping by that means to draw 
Maxenttusc»3X.di .Ktfm^,and tempt him to venture a general en- 
gagement, being well apprifed, that if he kept within the city, 
which was fupplied with great (lore of provifions, the befieging 
him there would prove a dangerous unde**taking, and protraft 
the war to a great length. But Maxentius ordering his troops to 
encamp between the Milvian bridge and the city, in otder to 
prevent Conjiantine from approaching the walls, did not fo much 
as ftir out of his palace, |ill he was frightened from it by an in* 
aufpicious omen, which obliged him to repair with his wife and 
fon to the houfe of one of his friends* (C). On the twenty- 
eighth of OSlober^ MaxentiuSy who then ended the fixth year of 
his reign, exhibited, notwithflanding the danger that threatened 
him, magnificent (hews in the circus ; and, having caufed the 
Sibylline books to be confulted, had this anfwer, that the great 
enemy ^Rome wai doomed to perijh that very day. This he un- 
derftood of Conjiantine \ and therefore, quitting the city without 
delay, he croffed the bridge, which he had caufed to be laid 
over the Tiber ^ and chofe for the field of battle a place called 
Saxa ruhroy or The red rocksy about nine miles from RonUy 
drawing up his numerous army between the enemy and the 
river. 

CoT^sTANTiNF, ovcrjoyed to hear that Maxentius had 
marched out of the city, immediately advanced againft him ; 
and having encouraged his men with certain hopes of viftory, 
ordered the fignal for the battle to be given. At the firft onfet, the 

* Paneg. 7. p. 145. 

(C) Laiiantim tells us, that give battle. The order was im- 
thc night preceding the twenty- mediately executed, and not only 
ffeventh, or rather the twenty- on the ftiields, but likewife on 
eighth of O^ober, ConJia 7 itim was the helmets, as appears from an 
^ admoniftied in a dream tocaufe aniicnt medal (7), of all the fol- 
the fliields of his foldiers to be diers were diiplayed the crofs, 
marked with the and then and the name of our Saviour (8). 

( 7 ) Rut on, ad arm. 31 :. ( 8 ) LaSf, ^^rf, e, 44. p, 37 . 
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Rmans and Italiam in Maxittfuis^s sriny> out of hatred to the 
tyrant, gave way and retired i but the others, chiefly the prae- 
torian guards, the minifters of his tyranny,' fiood their ground, 
and fought with great reiblution and intrepidity ; fo that the 
victory remainedL doubtful, till cavalry being broken, Maxen- 

thb tyrant abandoned the field to fave himielf acrofs his bridge of tius de- 
boats, and return to the city*(D). All authors agree, ^^t^fcated^and 
falling into the TtUr with his horfe and armour, he was . 

drowned with many of his men, andibmeof his chief officers.^ 

His body being with much ado found the next day, buried in 
the mud, Conjiantine caufed his head to be flruck off, in order 
to fhew it to the Rman people, who had not yet fhcwed any 
joy for his death, apprehending it might be only a falfc L'hrift 

fpread on purpofe to difcovex their inclination and real fenti- 
ments^. The fame 3ay, the twenty-ninth of OSfober^ Con-Qf j^ome 
Jlantinej caufing the head of Maxmtius» to be carried upon a mo. 
pole before his army, made his public entry into the city,^ at- 
tended by the fenate in a body, and by infinite crouds of people, Conflan- 
who flocked from all parts to behold, and welcome with loud tine enter t 
fhouts of joy, their new prince and deliverer. In the (hews Rome, 
which were exhibited the following days, the people, negledling 
the diverfions, kept their eyes immoveably fixed on Conjiantine^ 
returning thanks to the tutelar gods of the city and empire, for 
giving them, in the room ^ a cruel and inhuman tyrant, a 
prince, of whofe humanity, prudence, and moderation, fame 
had proclaimed fo many inflances 

The battle was no fooner over, (ays one of the panegyrifts**,^/^ rlr- 
than Conftantine fheathed his fword, and not only pardoned, butmenn uf^ 
received into favour, evqn his moft invkerate enemies®; nay,^^'- 
preferrcd fuch of them as he found qualified for public em- 
ployments. The people demanded with great importunity the 
death of fome of the tyrant’s chief minifters, hut could noif pre- 
vail upon the good-natured emperor to comply with their de- 
mands, and humour their revengeful temper All the troops 

» Zos. 1 . ii. p. 676. Anonym, p. 47). Panegyr. 6, 7. p. 14;, 

170. Lact. p. 38. ** Zos. p, 677. ' Panegyr. 7. p. 146, 

147. Lact. c. 44. p. 38. ** Panegyr. 6. p. 148. ® Liban. 

oral. xii. p. 262. ^ Panegyr. 6. p. 148. 

(D) writes, that the ^reat weight of the multitude 

bridge broke down of itfclf du- that fled with Cf before Maxen- 
ring the battle (9) ; bat Eufehius tius, the boats parted, and he 
sltlS Z ojimus tell us, that the en- was pufhed into the river by thole 
gines which faflened the boats who were flying with him (i). 
together, giving way under the 

(i) Zi,f. p■ 6 ^^• Eufil. vit. CffJI- p 417 * 
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of Mascentius were immediately di&rmed ; but Cmfiantiw rein- 
ftated them (bon after in their former condition^ and employed 
them againft the baxbariaiss on the banks of the Rbim and the 
Danube. 

As for the prwtorian guardst a corps fo fomous ever fince the 
time of Augufiuu and fo powerful as to raife to the empire^ and,, 
depofe^ whom they ple^&d, he either dilbanded them« or re- 
duced them to the rank of common foldiers, caufinn their camp» 
which had been begun by Sijanus^ in the reign of I’iberiuSj to 
be utterly demolifoed 8 (£}• Upon the death of Maxtntius^ 
incredible numbers of informers ftartcd up to accufe fuch as had 
adhered to him« But Conftaniine^ treading in the footfteps of 
other good 'princes, put a ftop to their accuiations, and the evils 
that thence threatened the ftate, by a law etihfted this year, in 
which he declared all informers, ana fuebus attempted todifturb 
the peace and tranquilljity of private perfons with unjuft fuits, 

' guilty of death K He refiored the fonate to its former lufire 
and authoritV) filling it with perfons of the greateft merit, 
chofen out of all the provinces fubjedt to him. He recalled fuch 
as had been banifhed by Maxentius^ fet thofe at liberty whom he 
had confined, and, by a general edi£f, remitted to all without 
diftindion whatever puniuiment had been inflided upon them 
by Maxentim ^ Not uti&fied with delivering them from the 
evils under which they groaned, he exerciled his generoiity and 
good-nature to all in fuch a manner, as to make full amends, in 
the fpace of two months, for the calamities they had fuffered 
during the tyrant’s fix years reign 

As he was now mafler of all Italy ^ the people crouded from 
every quarter to Roiruy to fee their bcn|fador and deliverer, and 
were received by him with fuch marks of kindnefs, and un- 
feigned afFedion, that they returned home with a far greater 
opini0.i of his affability, good-nature, and moderation, than 
fame, which delights in exaggeration, bad xaifed in them \ The 

s Zos l.ii. p.677. Aur. ViCT. p. 526. * Cod. Theodof. 

3.p.430,43i. * Panegyr 6. p, 137. & 7. p. 17c. EusEB.Li. 

c. 41. p. 409. ^ Pane^r. 7. p. 174. ' Idem, p. 173. 

(£) Aui'eiius Vi Hot feems to moll attached to the tyrant (3) ; 
infinuate, that he would not fuf- and Naxarius, that he cut off bis 
fer any troops to remain in Rgme^ whole race (4), that is, his Ton, 
thinking them ixy^re apt to fo- ” for he had no ocher ilTuc : and of 
ment than fupprefs tumults and him no mention is made from 
feditions (2). writes, that this time forward, though he 

Conjlantine punilhed fome, tho* was alrve when his father was 
very few, of thofe who liad been drowned. 

(») Aur, ViU, f, 516 , ( 3 ) Ztf. p 677 . (40 Pensg. 7 . 157 . 
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feiute, out of gratitude, decreed hrm the firft place amcJng 
eiii^or^ tlraugh chiined by Atdximm^ and a triiimpha] arch, confirrti 
which is ftill ftanding, and was rai&d, as we read in the in- 
ftription, in honour of Conftantine^ for having, by divine inflind, 
and with extraordinary courage, delivered, in one combat, the 
public from the tyrant, and his whole fadtion. In the fame 
infcription, Coj^antine is ftyled the deliverer of Ratne^ and the 
author of the public tranquillity (F). As he aicribed the late 
vtdory, and all his other luccefles, not to his own conduct or 
Hrength, but to Gob alone, ibon after his entry into Rome^ he 
caufed a ftatue to be ereded to himfelf, holding a cro& in xh^Paysgtiaf 
Aght hand,' with an infcription, importing, that under the in- fo 
flucnce of that vidorious and falutary fign, he had delivered 
city from the tyrannigal yoke under which it groaned, and re- 
flored the ienate and people of Rme to their antient liberty and 
iplendor. About the month of NioveMer of this year 312. an 
cdidil was ifllied in his name, and in the name of Ltcintm^ putting Caufes a 
a flop to the great perfecution which had been begun by Dioclefwn,^fi^p ^0 he 
suid had rag^ with incredible fury in moft provinces of the 
pirc for the fpacc of ten years. This cdi£l was lent by the 
cqiperors to Afaxmin^ the moft implacable gnemy the Cbri/Iiam 
ever had, accompani^ by a letter frdin Conftantiniy wherein 
the pious emperor acquainted him with the miraculous afllftance 
he had received from Heaven, and the vidory he had by that 
means gained over tljc tyrant Maxentiuu As Maximin yet pre- 
tended to live in friendfliip and amity with Conftantine and Li^ 
cimtfs (for the letter was f^ned by both princes), notwitbftanding 


(F) This arch is thought not 
to have been ended and d^icated 
before the folemnity of the tenth 
year of Confiantine'% reign, that 
is, before the year 315 (6). Ba- 
rottiut obferves, that it was adorn- 
ed with feveral ftatues, taken 
from monuments ereded to the 
honour of M. Aurelius^ and other 
princes, which far excelled in 
workmanihip fuch as were done 
at this time (6). The fenate 
confecrated likewife to Conftan- 
tine feveral magnificent edifices,* 
which had been raifed at a vaft 
charge by Maxentius. Baronins 
cbferves, that the panegyrifts. 


in deferibing the triumphal entry 
of Conftantine into Rome,_ tell us, 
that he went to the palace, and 
to the fenate, but take no notice 
of his vifiting the capitol, though 
that was one of the chief cere- 
monies of the folemnity (7). Zo- 
yiWKx writes, that the court be- 
ing, on occafion of a certain fo- 
lemnity, obliged to go to the ca- 
pitol, Conftantine was fo far from 
complying with the antient cu- 
ftom, that he openly defpifed 
and derided J^th that and the 
other ceremonies of the religion 
of the Romans (8). 


(5) Ifvis deLicin. num, r>t. p. 49, (^) Baron, antt. jls. Aur. ViSI. 

p. 5s6. (7) Baron, ibid, (8) /. ii. p. 686. 
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his hatred to the Cbrjfiians, he publiihed in their &vour the de* 
cree, which is related at length by Eufe^s and feems to have 
been enacted this year (G). 

The 

. » Euseb. 1 . ix. c. g. p. 360. 

(G) That writer, in fpeaking elude, that it Hill belonged to 
of the conduft of Conftantine at the emperor. However, as it is 
this time, tells us, that he treated certain, that it appertain^ to the 
with the utmoft refpefi the mi- fee of Rome in the fourth century, 
niilers of the true God, kept fe- and that the church adjoining to 
veral of them couftantly with it was even then ftyled the baJiUe 
him, entertained them at his own of Conftantine^ we cannot think 
table, and paid an intire defe- it improbable, that the palace 
rence to their counfels. Hefeems wal a gi£t of Conftantine to the 
to have honoured above the reft biftiops of Rome^ and that the 
Melchiadei^ biftiop of Ro^ie ; for church was built by him, as we 
to him he appeals in fpeaking of read in Anaft a fins As for 

the veneration be had for the the famous* donation, by which 
catholic church, and his fincere Conftantine declared the pope 
defire of feeing unity reign in it prince and fovercign of Rome^ it 
without the leaft fchifm or divi- is now looked upon by the Ro» 
fion (g). Theophanm n^endons man catholic, as well as the pfb- 
fome conftitutions faid *to have teftant writers, as a forgery of a 
been addrelTed by Conftantine to later date. Baronius is aftiamed 
that holy biftiop, but thought by to maintain it as a genuine piece, 
^beophanes to be fpurious pieces and yet declines declaring it a 
forged by Arians (i). It is forgery. It is commonly be- 
certain, that the emperor be- lieved to have been forged in the 
ftowed great privileges on the eighth century by the noted im- 
clergy of the city of Rome(z). Iftdorus ( 6 ) . EufebiusXelh 

We are not told what privileges us, that Conftantine built a great 
thefe were; but moft writers number of churches, fupplied 
fu ppofd^hc emperor to have ex- them with vaft richeb,and adorned 
empted them from the payment the altars with magnificent of- 
of taxes, from the difeharging ferings (7). There are feveral 
of public offices not fuitable to churches ni Rome^ and in other 
tlieir calling, and fuch-like bur- places, faid to have been founded 
dens. Baronius pretends, that by but the authority 

this year, 312. Conftantine of and fuch-like wri- 

the Ituteran palace to the biftiop ters, is not of fufficient weighs 
of Rom€(^). But Optatus Mile- with us to aferibe that glory to 
%i tanas writes, that in the year any ia particular. What he 
313. a council wag held there in Nvrites of the church of St. Peter 
the apartment of the emprefs on the Vatican, is confirmed by 
Ftittfta (4) ; whence fome con- two verfes, that were formerly 

(9) Eufeh. bift, /. X. p 391. ( i) Tbeopb. p, 14, (i) Cod, Tbeodof. 

16. r. 2. /. xiv. p. 40. (3) Boron, ertn. ;i2. (4) Oprat. /. i. p, 44, 

fS) Ana^. c. 34. p, 13. (C) Pa^i^p. 324. (7) f:ufeb, vit, 

Con/I, L i. c, 4. p. 429. 
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The indi^tens^ that is, a cycle or revolution of fifteen years, 7 '^<? in- 
made ufe of in re<ioning time, are fuppofed to have begun about diaion. 
the end of the prefent year 312. The origin of this cycle, and 
the etymology of its name, has occafloned great difputes among 
modern writers (H). 

During 


to be fecn in the vault of that 
church, importing, that it had 
been founded by Conftantine f 8^. 
In demoliihing the antient 
church, to build that which is at 
prefent looked upon as the mod 
magnificent ftrudlure iftChc wdrld, 
the name of Confiantine was dif- 
covered in feveral places. In 
fome monuments, thought to be 
of the lixth century, we read, 
that Conjiantine built at Rotne the 
hafilic of the StJJforian palace, in 
which he placed the true crofs, 
about the year 326. w^hence it 
was called tbt' church of the holy 
crofs (q). In fome antient in- 
Icriptions, the church of St. 
^^ves is (aid to have been built 
by Conftantine^ at the requcll of 
his daughter Conftantia^ or rather 
Cvnfta?ttina, who is fuppofed to 
haye been buried there in 3 5 4' i ) . 
Theophnnes writes, that Conftetn- 
tinc no fooner faw himfelf mailer 
of Romcy than he caufed the relics 
of the holy martyrs to be care- 
fully gathered, and honourably 
interred (2'). He received, con- 
tinues Eufebius, in deferibing his 
condufl, all llrangers with great 
demonllrations of kindnefs, and 
•jnade them rich prefents. Not 
thinking it enough to relieve the 
common beggars with money, 
he caufed them to be maintained 
and cloathed at his pwn expence. 
•I’o fuch as were cdbie of noble, 
but decayed families, he was 
rather magni&cent than liberal. 


bellowing upon fome of them 
eUates, and profitable employ- 
ments upon others. He took 
under his prote£lion orphans and 
widows, fupporting them with 
great generohty, and ellablilhing 
rich funds for their maintenance. 
He married to wealthy citizens, 
andp^fons of diilindlion, many 
young women, who were de- 
llitute of friends and relations, 
allowing them fortunes out of 
the exchequer proportionable to 
the ellates of their hufbands. In 
fhort, ^11 who had the good for- 
tune to live under him, felt the 
efFedls of his gencroftty and good- 
nature. No one ever implored 
his alfillance in vain; no one 
ever departed dilTatisiied from his 
prefence. He was often heard 
to fay, that whoever was allowed 
to approach his prince, ought to 
receive fome favour or other at 
his hands ; that it was incumbent 
upon the prince to m^e it his 
chief lludy to content all who ap- 
plied to him : hence to thofe, 
again (I whom jullice obliged him 
to pronounce in the judging of 
caufes, he ufually gave large 
fums, or by fome other means 
made good the lolfes they fullain- 
ed ; fo that hisgenerofity was no 
iefs extolled and commended 
by tliofe wh^ loll their fuit, than 
his jullice was by fuch as earned 
it. Thus far Eufehius (i). 

(H) The reader will find in 
Du Can^e a lift of the authors 


(8) Bjron. ann. 324. jlnafl. c. 34. p. 15. (q) Boll. i 3 . Feh. p. 69. 

(i) Jthm, p. •^'3. {Z) ibeoph p, is, ( 3 ) /. i. c. 43. />. 429, 

433. iSt /.IV. c. 4 * p> 52$. 
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During tbc war between Cw^antim and Maxmm in the 
weft, Maximin^ who had enjoyed a profound uanquiUity in tbn 

eaft 

who have written on this fubje^b gipiaUy began on the firft of Stp<* 
(4). having reduced tember (%). kiA truly ^ from 

the time^ which Utkc Romans were various psdlages of the hiftory of. 
obliged to ferve» to fifteen years, the £fth century, it appears, that 
fays BaroniuSf he was conic- the emperors of ConftantintfU 
quently obliged every fifteen followed this ftile, and that it 
years, to impofe, or indicere^ ac- prevailed all over and even 
cording to the Latin expre^on,. TXRom (9)- Some have reckoned 
an extraordinary tax for the pay- the indi&ons from the year 314. 
ing of thofe who were difcharg- or from Btfttjnber of the year 
ed; and hence came this new 3i3.« but ^1^, and car- 

cycle, which, fVom the Latin dinal JVi^m {z)^ ihew, that we 
word indicere^ was ftyled ^dic- ought to count them from the 
tionf^J. The opinion of Ba^ month oi September of 312. tho' 
roniuSf tho' in reality a bare con- we have no certain proof, that 
jeflure, feems to Pua^uius more they firft began then ; for fome 
probable than any thing that has pretend, that they were in ufe 
been faid by others on the fame in the time of JuHus Qtfary or 
fubjedt (6 ) ; for we know nothing Augufius (%)\ which we can 
for certain touching the ofigin, hardly believe, fmee no mention 
jiame, or author of this cycle, is made of indidions by any au<» 
There are three kinds of in- thor who flourilhed before the 
di(flions, to wit, the Ctrfarean reign of Confiantine, The firft 
or imperial mdiftions, which be- thing we find dated by them is 
gin on the twenty- fourth of Sep^ the council of Antioch^ held, as 
tember^ and were long made ufe we read in Atbanafius ^4^, if 
of in France and Germany that paftage is genuine, i^ich 

the Omftantinopolitan indidions, Peta*vius queftions (5), in the 
beginning with the year of the year 341. and in the fourteenth 
Greeks, oi) the firft day of Srp- indiftion. However, it is ccr- 
tember i and the papal indiftions, tain, that St. Asnbrefe mentions 
or indidions of the popes, who, the indidUon in a letter of the 
fome centuries finer, reckon year 386. and obferves, that it 
from the firft of January of the began in the month of Non/em- 
year 313. Peta*vius feems to her (ix). From that time for- 
think, that the ConfiantinepoUtan ward it is common in the code, 
indiciion was generally ufed where mention is made of the 
among the Greeks as early as the indidion of the year 367. and in 
reign of the emperor Anaftafius, other monuments both of facred 
and perhaps of ^heodojius the and profane hiftoiy ; but the in- 
younger ; nay, he is inclined to didUons, as cardinal Noris ob- 
briieve, that the indidlion ori- ferves, are feUom marked right 

(4^ V’tde cb*on. pafebale, feu Alexundrin, ex edit, Caughna, Parif, atm, |68I, 
Bunn. ann. {fi) Pttxv, de€l. temp. I, xi, e, 4^.p, {•j'^Vtda 

Johun. Fcrbet, $njiie. bificruo tbeGiegic. /. v. r.ic.p. a68. & P. fiagi, atSa, 312. 
(8) Fetav. ^ 564. (9) *po^b. p. 340-342. (j) Petaw. p. 363, 

(2) PiGnSy ibid. (t) Vide Peta/v. e, 39. p. 360—362. ^ AVis, epeeb. p, 169. 

(4) Aibtn. dejyn. p.894. 45; Fetav. p. 363, (6} Idem, p. 364. 

l7)- 
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eaA ever fince his agreemefft ivlth Lkhtitsy began enew the 
perifxution, tirhicli the edii^ of Ga&rmsy^m favour of the Chri- Maximia 
j/tianSf had oMigcd him to interrupt for feme time. In a re- ferfecuus 
Icript addrefled to thfe inhabitants of ^yti^ he had bragged of Chrir 
the happinefs of his reign, ‘Virhich, he iaid, had never been in- 
terrupted or difturbed by ^rs, Ibrms, dearth of provifions, 
contagions, or earthquakes. TWs exemption from the evils 
that aflli^led other parts of the empire^ he aferibed to the great 
care he took in promoting the Worfhip bf t))e gods, and per- 
fecuting with fire and fword their enemies the Chriftians But 
.Providence did not fail to humble his pride, and punifh, in a 
very remarkable manner, his cruelty to thbfe who deferred it 
the lealb For the very next winter proving exceeding dry, the Hh Jomi^ 
drought produbed a famine when no- wife expedled, and the nions ^f- 
fiunine a dreadful plague, attended with naufeous fores, fitted 
breaking out in the face, and efpeciaiiy about theeyes,dcprivcd‘^^^^^««»y 
of figlit an infinite number of men, women, and children. 

Eufehm^ with a great deal of rcafon, looks upon as a punilhment^^^'®®'^^"* 
from Heaven upon Maxtmin^ who fparing, out of his great 
mercy, to u(e his expreflion, the lives of feveral Chrijliam^ 
caufed their right eyes to be put out, jn order to difiinguifh them 
by that mark of infamy from his other fubje^s ®. To the famine 
and plague that ravage the dominions of Maxtmin with a fury 
hardly to be exprelled, was added a defiru£live war. For the 
tyrant, attempting to oblige the Jmenians, who had embraced 
the true religion, to offer viAims to his falfe deities, forced 
them to take arms in their own defence, and, from antient friends 
and allies, to become enemies of the Rfiman people and empire 
This muft be underftood of Armenia Major ; for the people of 
Armenia Minor were not allies, but fubjc£ls of the empire. This 

• 

" EusEa.l, ix.c. 7, p. 353, 354. ° Idem ibid. Idem, 

P- 3 SS- 


(7). Onuphrhs quotes a book on 
the indiAions, by one Cljyrius 
Fortimatianus, whom he takes 
to be the bifhop of Aquileia of 
that name, fo famous in the time 
of Conjlantine's children (8). But 
Petavius thinks' there never' was 
any inch book $ and likewife re- 
jetts, as quite groundlefs, the 
opinion of thofc who tell us, that 
the council of Nice commanded 
all bilhops to mark the indiclion 

(7) JVcm, tpoeb, p, 3+2, (%) 


in their letters (9). He even 
fufpe6ls the council of Romey faid 
to have been held under pope 
Jidius, and dated the fixth in- 
diftion (i). The reader muft 
obferve, that the firft year of this 
cycle is called the firft indiflion ; 
the fecoiftl year, the fecond in- 
diflion, and fo ipf the reft, till 
the fifteenth; after which, ihc 
cycle is begun anew, and the 
years counted in the fame manner. 

\nupb, p» 265 . (9) Pttav, f, 365 . 
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is tl)e jirft inftanoe we £nd in hiftory of a religious war, or a 
war for the fake bf religion. As to the iflfue of it, we are only 
told) that) in tlie courfe of this war, Maximln, and his army, 
fullered much, our hifiorian being wholly taken up in de&ribing 
the inexprefliblemiferies that attended the plague, and the famine, 
in all the provinces fubje£l to Maximiniy ' the charitable con- 
duQ of the Chrijiians towards their greateft enemies, during the 
time of their diilrefs?. Maximin was obliged, as we have re- 
lated above, by the decree of Cmftanitm and Ltciniusy to put 
a Aop to the perlecution tiiis year, not daring yet openly to op- 
pofc them. 

The next con(u!s vrert Conflanttne and Z/V/»/2vr, both for 
the third time. The former did not, it feehis, ihy at Rome 
above two months, as appears from 'a law which he publilhed 
at Mtlafiy dated the tenth of March He was met in that city 
C'onflan- hy Liclnlusy and there hi married to him his lifter 
uiK- wj|pm he had betrothed to him before his war with Maxentius ®. 

-C wrote to Dioglejtany inviting him to affift at that fo- 

llantii /o ; but he begging tp be excufed on account of his age, 

Licinias^ they highly refented it, and font him a fecond letter, filled with 
menaces, which haftened his death ; for he died foon after, in 
the month of July of thfSs year 3 1 3 The two emperors, in 
tliis interview, enabled an edi(^ in favour of the Chrtjiians^ 
which is related at length by Eufebius Conjlantine was foon 
obliged to leave Milauy and haften into Gaul to make head 
agaiiift the Franks y who, forgetful of the treaty which they had 
made with him a few years before, were allembling their forces 
with a defign to invade the Roman dominions. The, emperor 
arrived while they were picparing to pals xb^^RJoine ; but finding 
they withdrew, awed by his pretence, he gave out, that the 
Germans f,oo were ready to break into Gaul\ and leaving fome 
troops concealed among the woods at a fmall diftance from the 
river, retired with the reft- The Franks no fooner heard of 
his departure, than they pafled tlie Rhine \ when the Romans, 
rifing uiiexpe^lcdly out of their ambufeade, fell upon them before 
O-. .. they could draw up their forces, cut great numbers of them in 

r// pieces, and obliged the reft to repafs the river in the utmoft con- 
i’ ijii!;* fulion. Conjlanilne, not allowing them time to recover them- 
iLlves from their coufternation, entered their country, laid wafte 
their lands, burnt their habitations, and, having taken an in- 
credible number of ^^ptives, exp(.>re(l them all to be devoured by 

tlie wild beafts in the Ihcws, which he exhibited on account of 

♦ 

** Evseb. 1. ix. p-353'-357« ’’ Theodof. t. p. 1 14. 

* Lact. perf. c. 45. p. 38. VicT. epit. p. 545. Zos. 1. ii. p. 677. 
Ajjonyin. p. 473. i ViCT. epit. p. 542. “ Euseb, 1. X. c, 

5.p. 388. 
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hIs viflory ^ (I). For this vidory he took the title of FrancUns 
Conjiantine was, as appears from the date of (everal laws in 
the months of ihomber and December of this year, at Treves ; 
during which time the panegyric of the anonymous writer » 
thought to have been pronounced in which the orator extob 
the vidtory, which he had lately gained over Muxentius ; and-v 
in the end of his fpe%h addreiles himfelf to the great and enly 
true God ; but at the fame time plainly fliews, that he had 
not yet wholly renounced the fuperftitious ceremonies of the 
gentiles. He obferves, that certain barbarians, who inhabited a 
diflant country, had fubmltted to Con/iantine ; but as to this 
particular, there is a profound iilence among hiftorians. 

This year Cmfftanttne granted great privileges to oztiioWcHeheJinu, 
churches in Africa^ which province had fubmitted to him 
thc news of the death of Maxeniius. In a refeript addrefled m 

Anulims^ whom he had appointed procOnful of Africa^ he com- 
mands him to exempt the clergv belonging to the catholic church 
there, of which Cacilianus^ bilhop of Carthage^ was the head, ^ 
from all civil employments, that they might not be diverted 
from the facred funflions of their office. Nothing, fays he in 
chat refeript, (faking of the clergy, will more contribute to the 
welfare of the ftate, than their applyihg themiyves wholly to 
the worlhip of God This ordinance was notified by Anulims 
to CteciUanus^ as appears from his anfwer to Coriftantine^ dated 
the fifteenth of April of this year 313 As this exemption 
was granted only to the catholic clergy, the heretics, probably 
the Domtlfls^ attempted to difturb them in the enjoyment of 
it ; which obliged Conjiantlne to confirm the privileges he had 
granted them by a new edict, dated the twenty- fir ft of October 
of this year (K). 

Y^HEN 

^ Vales, rcr. Franc. 1 . i. p. 23. * Idem, p. 25. r Cod. 

Theod. chronol. p. 7. ^ Panegyr. 6. » Euseb. l.xx. c. 6. 

p. 392. ** Cod. 'Fheod. t. b. p. 21. 

(T) This, feverity towards a countenanced by the religion 
perfidious and faiihlefe enemy, which he profeiTed. 
whom no ties could bind, is (K) His exempting the clergy 
commended by* his panegyrift ; thus far from the public offices 
but whether it anfwers the cha-, in the cities, proved very bur- 
ra^tcr of a mild, generous, and deniome to other inhabitants, 
good-natured prince, which all and many entered thcmfelves 
the writers of thofe timffe give among them on purpofc to enjoy 
him, is what we leave our read- that privilege ; the emperor there- 
ers to judge. Cruelty, even fore, by another edidt, put a ftop 
towards an enemy, however to the Increafe of the clergy, or- 
treachcrous, was not, at lead, daining, that none Ihould be 
4 * admitted 
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W HEN Conftantim left Afilm to oppofe flic Franh^ threat- 
ening to invade Licmius returned to IBfHcum, where be 


edmkted among them bat to 
fapply the places of others de- 
. ceafed ; and that thofe^ who were 
achnitt^> (honld be perfons not 
qualified by their birth or wealth 
for the firfl and moft chargeaHe 
enqdoymentL In virtue of this 
cdid, feveral cities attempted to 
oblige fuch of the clergy as wm 
qualihed for thofe ofBces to dif- 
^arge them, tho’ they had befcn 
ordained before it was enabled ; 
which CmftaKtine prohibited by 
arefeript, dated the eighteenth 
of July of the year 320. But 
after all, his forbidding perfons 
of rank and eftates to enter them- 
felves among the clergy, in order 
to eafe the laymen, was after- 
wards looked upon by other em- 
perors, fome fay by Conjiantine 
himfelf, as an attront and injury 
offered to the church ; and there- 
fore that edi 4 \ was annulled, and 
perfons of the higheft rank were 
allowed to enter into holy or- 
ders, but upon condition ofdieir 
refigning to others, cither tlieir 
whole edates, or the grcatefl part 
of theip > which was deemed fuit- 
able to that difinterellednefs 
which the church requires in her 
miniders (2). Sonic writers are 
of opinion, that Conflantine at 
the fame time exempted the 
church-lands from all taxes and 
burdens whatfoever, there being 
mention made of this immunity, 
as already cilablinied, in a law 
of the year 3 1 5» but others pre- 
tend this law to b«of a later date, 
and aferibe the above-mentioned 
exemption to Cenfiantius^ the fon 
of Conflantine ( 3). We have a 
letter written this year by Con- 
ftantine to C^pcilianus, bifhop of 

(z) C:d. *Ih;od, t, 6. p. 15, &c. (3 

feh U X. r. 6 . 393> ' { 5 } Idem itid. 


Carihage^ acquainting him» that 
he defigined to put .into the handa 
of the miniders of the catholic 
church a confidmUe fun^ Co be 
diftributbd by them among the 
indigent Chrlflians in JVif- 
nti^aj and Mauritania 3 and that 
with this dedgjn ht had ordered 
Utfus, his receiver in Africa^ to 
pay to hkn a certahi fum, to bb 
di^ributed according to toe tic- 
kets wMch he ihould (receive 
from Ofirn : he adds, that if the 
fum he mentions was not by him 
thought fufBcient, he might re- 
cur to HeracHdes^ another of his 
receivers, whom he had injoined 
to fupply him with what moneys 
he wanted for fo pious an ufe (4). 
OJius, mentioned in this letter, 
is, without all doubt, the great 
Ofiusy bilhop of Corduha, to whofe 
counfels C 9 >flantine^ytt paid the 
utmoft regard in whatever related 
to the affairs of the church. In 
the fame letter he acquaints Cr- 
ciiianus^ that, by word of mouth, 
he had order^ AnuHnus^ pro- 
conful of Africa^ andPtf/rzViax, 
lieutenant in that province, to 
check and fupprefs thofe who 
difturbed the peace of the catho- 
lic diurch there, meaning, we 
fuppofe, the Donaiifls^ who had 
formed a powerful party againft 
Catiliamu himfelf. Not fatif- 
fied with the orders he had given 
to his officers, in order to put ain 
end to the difturbances raifed by 
^ thofe obftinate fchifmatics, and 
maintain the unity of the church, 
he aflembled on the fecond of 
O&ohgr of this year, a council at 
Rome\ and another, far more 
famous, the year following, at 
Ariel in Gaul ( 5J. 

I Cod^ Tbeodof, ebnnol. p, ii. (4) Ea- 
rn 


was 
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was ibon after attacked by MaKkain^ who, taking umbrage ati^^ 

Jhk marrying ibc After of and jeaknis of the good twen Li- 

underftaming that pafted between thofe two princes, reblved cinius and 
to deftroy them, and to begin with Licinms^ whofe ruin heMaximm. 
hoped to ooilipafi, while the other was employed in fy^c/agamft 
the and Otrmans. With this view, he aflemUed in 

great hafte his form } and leaving Syria^ inarched in the depUi 
of the wintier into Bitkyma; from tiience palling into 
Thrace^ laid fieg'e to Byzantium^ which, after having held out 
eleven days, was obliged to fubmit. He attacked HiratUa 
next, which made a vigorous defence, but was in the end taken 
by fform. In the mean time, LiciniuSi having drawn together 
v^t forces he coufiJ, took i|ie field, not with a defign to venture 
an engagement (for hb had with him only thirty thoullind men, 
whereas Mattiminh army was twice tha^umber), but to fto^the 
progrefs of his conqucfts. However, the two armies meeting 
between HtracUa and Adrianopolis^ Lfctmus, if we may give 
credit to Laifaniius^^ was adqionifhed in a dream to give theLiciniusV 
enemy battle, and aflured of victory, provided he implored the^f^^^'* ^ 
affiftance of the true God by a prayer which was fuggeftcd 
him in his fleep. lAcmiui remembered it when he awaked, 
di&ited it to bis fecretary, and caufed many copies of it to be 
diftributed among his foldiers, whom he took care to acquaint 
with bis dream ; which infpired them with new courage, and 
an eager defire of engaging the enemy, over whom they pro- 
mifed themfelves certain viSory, fmce Heaven had declared in 
their fiivour. This prayer is related at length hr La^antius K 
Lkmuis defigned to give battle on the firft of Afay^ the day on 
which Maximm end^ the eighth year of his reign. BatMaximht 
having drawn up his army in battle-array on the laft day of 
Aprils Licinius could no longer put off the engagement.* 

When the two armies were in prcfcnce of one another, 
the officers aixi foldiers of Uctniusy quitting their ihields and 
helmets, with their hands lifted up to heaven, repeated three 
times the above-mentioned prayer. Afterwards the two princes 
had an interview $ but Maximm hearkening to no terms, they 
parted, and ordered the fignal for battle to 1^ given *. ZoJimuiHe gain* 
writes, that Licimtds men at firft gave ground, and retired ; a complete 
but foon after returned to the charge, and carried the dxy^.miaory 
But LaStantiui S and Bujthtui^ tell us, that the army of Maxi- 
min was put to flight at the very firft onfet,*and purfued with*^™*®* 

' great flaughter by the conqueror. Moft of his troops, efpecially 
the J^iona, were cut in pieces, and the reft, his guards not 

* Lact. perf. o. 46. p. 39. ^ Idem ibid. p. 40. * Idem 

ibid. ^ Zos. 1 . ii. p. 677. k Lact. p. ay. ^ Buses. 

I. iJt. C.io.p.363. 
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eYcq)te(!» abandoning hii% fubmitted Xo ' Licimus. Maximin 
himfclf, quittii^g his purple robes, fled in thedifguife of a fl^ve; 
and crofling the Bofporus^ reached , on the jirft of 

about fun-fet, having in the fpace of twenty-four hours 
traveled an hundred and fixty miles. He did not flop at M- 
eome^ \ but takijig with him his wife and children, continued 
hfs flight into Cappaducla^ where he halted, and refumed the 
purple, being met there by (bme troops that were inarching 
from Syria to hi$ afliflance K 

Licinius entering Bithynia a few days after the battle, was 
received every- where with the greateft demonft rations of joy 
imaginable, efpecially at Nicomedia^ where he caufed folemn 
thanks to he returned to the Almighty for thd’fuccefs with which 
he had blefled his arms; and then ordered^the which had 
beeit' enabled by him and Cotfiantine at Milan^ in flivour of 
the Chriflians^ to be pdblifhed ; which was done accordingly 
on the lafl da^ of June of this year, 313. that is, about ten 
years and four months after the edidl, which gave rife to this 
long and bloody perfecution, had been firft publifhed in the fame 
city, by Dioclejian and Galerim Licinius had no fooner put a 
flop to the perfecution by this edj£f, than he left Ntcomedia^ and 
purfutng Maximin^ arrlVed at the ftreights of mount Taurus^ 
where he had refulved to make a ftand ; but his courage failing 
liitti at the approach of the victorious army, he retired with 
great precipitation to TarfuSy propofing to pafs from thence into 
Egypt y and raifc a new army there. But diftrulling the troops 
he with him, and apprehending they defigned to deliver him 
up to Liciniusy he altered his mind, and refolved, fince he found 
no means of making his efcape, to put an end to his life with 
poifon j which however had not the defired efFe^, but brought 
upon hipi a dreadful dlftempcr, whereof the unaccountable fym- 
ptoms are defcribed at length by Eufebius * and Lailanitus % 
who aferibe it to divine vengeance (L). At length it put 


an 


* Euseb. Lact. Zos. ibid. 
• Euseb. l.ix. c. 10. p. 361. 


Lact. perf. c. 48. p.41, 
Lact. perf, c. 49. p. 43. 


(I.) He was tormented night fre, to ufe the expreflion of Eu- 
and day with inexprclfible pains ; fehius (b)^ was kindled in his 
his eyes and tongue putrefied, a bowels, which, being attended 
punilhment juftly ififlifted upon with unrelenting torments, re- 
him for the blafphemies he had duced him in a few days to a 
uttered againft Heaven, and his fkeleton ; his whole body was 
cauling the eyes of many Chri-' covered over with a kind of le- 
fiam to be put out ; an inviiible profy, and devoured by fwarms 


of 
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an end to hts life at Tarfus ifi CiScuin al>out the middle of death* 

guftj after he had reigned nine years with the title of Cafar^ Year of 
and five years and fix months with that of He left 

feveral children behind him, whom he had created Cafarsy as * 7 * 
appears from feveral antient coins ® ; but their names are not 
mentioned by hiflorians. . o/Rome 

By his death, Lietnius became mafter of all the eaftern pro- 
Vinces ; fo that the whole empire was now divided between him 
and Conjiantine. Maximin was decked by the edi£ls of the 
two furviving princes a public and treated as fuch ; for 

his ftatues were pulled down, his defaced, his name rafed 
out of all public inferiptions, and fuch monuments as had been 
ereded to his honour, overturned, and leveled with the ground. 

His children and relations were fcntcnced to death, and publicly ^ 7 / hh 
executed ; his wife was thrown into the Orontes at Antioch^ and/"^» 
drowned; all his minifters and iavourj|es were involved in hfe^^TaOow, 
ruin, and among the reU CuIdanusy who had put a great num- 
her of Chrtflians to death in Egypt \ Ftrmilianusy who had 
lized l|li .hatred againft them in Palajline ; and PeuceceSy whom^^^^^^^ 
the tyrant had favoured above the reft, and created three 
conful. Lietnius caufed likewife a celebrated magician, by name 
Theotechnesy and all his aflbeiates, to be^publicly executed at An- 
tiochy after having obliged them to difcover and own the im- 
poftures, with which they had led aftray the ignorant populace, 
and ftirred them up againft the Chrtftians P. Candidianus^ the 
fon of Galeriusy being introduced to Licinius at Nicomedisy was 
received by him with great demonftrations of kindnefs, and 
treated for fome time in a manner fuitable to his rank ; but when 
he thought himfelf fafe, he was, by th<f order of Licinius^ mur- 
dered with Severianusy the fon of Severusy killed, as we have 
related above, in the year 307. Valeria y the daughter of Dio- 
elejiany and widow of GaleriuSy who' had adopted Candidianusy 
was no fboner informed of his death, than ftie withdrew from 

® Chron. Alex. p. 456. ® Noris de Licin. c. 2. p. 4S. 

f Euseb. 1 . ix. c. 1 1 . p. 366, 367. & de Pall. c. 18. p. 342. 


of vermin : he could not be pre- 
Vailed upon to take any nQurifh> 
inent, but greedily fwallowcd 
handfuls of earth, as if he had 
hoped by that means to aiTwa^ 
his pains, and allay the hunger, 
which lormentcd him without in- 
termiffion (7). Eufehim tells us, 
that, refle^ing in trhis condition 


on his unjuil conduct towards the 
Chrijlians, and aferibing the ago- 
nies he fuffered to his cruelty to- 
wards them, he caufed an edidl 
to be publilhcd, more favourable 
to them than^that which he had 
been forced by Conjiantine and 
Licinius to enadl the year be- 
fore. 


(7) Euftb, ^. 365 . Irflif?. 44 * HUr. in ZjiLar. 'jcr, ll. 

Antioch 
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AntUcb with her mother Prifiaf and wandered about in diiguiib 
and undiicovered ibr the (pace of fifteen months ; but being at 
, A at thejjibmca^ (be was feized there^ and by Liei- 

«/a/s order publicly executed with her mother, and both their 
i^**®^*^ thrown intq the fcal. Thus wore the fkroilka of thefe 
^ *'three cruel perfecutors of the church, Duckfian^ GaUrmSf and 
Maximint utterly cut off and exterminated (M). 

The next confuls were Pttjitis Volufiames the fecond time, and 
Annianus^ Cof^antim pailed the firfi months of this year at 
Itreves^ as appears from j te dates of feveral laws ^ By one, 
which was publifhed at iBmu on the twenty-fourth of Aprils he 
declared all thofe free, who Had been condemned to flavery by 
Maxentius^ commsuiding, under the fevereil penalties, fuc^ aa 
held them in captivity to refiore them forthwith to their antient 
liberty From I'reves the emperor pafiol to Arks^ where be 
ordered a general council of all the bUhops of the Weil to meet, 
in order to fupprefs the DmaUjliy who railed great difturhanoes 
in the church. ' The letter he wrote to the council is a manifeft 
proof of his piety, of his refpedl for the clergy, and his deal for 
the unity of the church ^ He was obliged to leave Gaul before 
War the bifhops met, a war breaking out this year between him and 
Udnim^ of which hiftori|iiis give us but a confufed account, fomc 
Conftan- y^niing Licinm as the author of it, and others Confiafitim, 
j . The anonymous writer, whom we have often quoted, lays the 
^icimus. blame on Licintus, According to him, Con/hmtine had 

married his fifter Anajiafia to BaJJianus^ whom he defigned to 
create Cafar^ and appoint governor of Italy ; but not caring to 
take this flep without the approbation of LidmuSy he difpatcbed 
one Conjlantius to acquaint him with his defign, and obtain his 
confent. But having diicovered at the fame time, that Lidnius 
attempted to ftir up Bajftanus againft him by means of Senedoy 
the brother of BaJpamsyhK wrote a letter toLidniusy upbraiding* 

*1 EusEB.c.50,5i.p.44,45. » Cod. Theodof chro- 

nol. p. 8, 9. • Cod. Juft. 7. tit. 22. leg. 3. p. 665. * Concil. 

tom. i p. i43n 

(M) Zojimus tells us (8), that prefervativeagainft plagues, wars, 
the fecular games ought to have earthquakes, and other calami- 
been celebrated at Rome this year, ties, tho* the laft, celebrated by 
but were neglected byConftantine ; Severus an hundred and ten years 
which was noways ^leafing to before in the confulate of Chih 
the pagans, who looked upon and Uboj had not, as we have 
them as one of the chief fupports feen, kept off thefe evils, 
of the empire, and a powerful 


(8) Z9J.LIL P*67x. 


him 
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him with treachery^ and infifting upon his delivering up to him 
Senechf who had taicen refoge in his court. 

LiciNiUs was fo far from Complying with hisrequeft, that 
relating the letter he had written to him> he caufed his ftatues 
to he pulled down in JEnwna^ a city of Up^r Patmoma. Here- 
u^XiCwftantine^ having drawn together in great hade a body 
of tMT^nty thouiand men, marched into Illyricum^ limping to iiir- 
prife Lkinitts, But he found him already in the held, with an 
army iar more numerous than his own. However, he advanced 
into Panmnia \ and the two armies meeting in the neighbour- 
hood of Cthake^ an engagement enfued, in which Licrmus wasudnios 
utterly defeated, with the lofs of twenty thoufand of his \xSSjUftaudm 
troops. It appears from Zojimus^ who relates the mod minute Pan&ona; 
particulars of this* battle, that it was fought on die eighth of 
OStober 3 1 4 Uch 'tus Add to Sirmiunif and from thence, with 

his wife, his children, and treafures, * into Dada^ where he 
railed to the dignity of Cafar one of his officers, by name Aa- 
lens. From Dacia he palled into Thrace^ and there alleroblcd 
a fecond army, far more numerous and powerful than the for- 
mer. In the mean time, Conjiantine made himfelf mailer of 
Cibala and Sirmium ; and having cauied the bridge over the Save 
to be repaired, which Lutnius had ordered to broken down, 
he purfued the enemy into Thrace. Upon his arrival at P/;/- 
lippo^lis^ he was met by a deputation from Licmitis^ witli pro- 
pofals for an accommodation ; but Conflantme inltding upon his 
depoling Valfns^ and Licintus obdinately refufing to comply with 
that article, a fecond battk was fought in the plains of Mardiaavi in 
in Thrace j which laded from morning to night, when both ar- Thrace, 
mies retired, according to Zojimiis^ wit]iout any conftderable ad- 
vantage on either fide Aurelius Vihor and the anonymous 
author of Conftantine'z life^, write, that ConftanUne would 
l^ve gained a complete vi£lory, had not night injterven jpg faved 
Licimus*^ army from utter dedrudlion. 

The next day Licintus fent one Meftrianusy who is dyled 
comes or count to Coiyiantine^ to negotiate a peace, which was 
in the end concluded* upon the following terms ; 1 . That ValensThe ar- 
ihould be forthwith depoled, and reduced to his former con- tuies of 
dition. 2. That Syria^ Libya^ Thrace^ Mafia ^thetr 

• and the leffer Scythia^ ihoulJ remain in the polTelfion of Li- agreemmt. 
cimusi but that lUyricum^ Dardania^ Macedon^ Greece^ and 
Moefia^ Ihould be yielded to Conjlantine \ Mcefia is named in 
both divifions, there being then two provinces of that name, 

“ Anonynv p. 473. Zos. l.i. p.678. Eutrop. p 588. Eu- 
SPB. p 210. VicT. cpit p 543. ^ Zos p 679.. * Apr. 

Vici.p 526. y Anonym p 474 ^ Idem ibid. So^om. 

1.1. c 2.p. 403. Zos p 779 


the 
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* the one, known at prefent by the naitieof Servia^ belonging to 
Illyricum^ and the other, now Bulgaria^ to l%race. Peace be- ’ 
ing thus concluded, the two emperors entered the following ye^ '\ 
31^. on their fourth confuifhip. Conjlantme^ as > appears fFQ|K&' 
the dates of feveral laws, palTed the heft part of this year in //» 
fyridUm and Greece^ which had been yielded to him by the late; 
treaty (N). From Illyricum Confiantlne went to Aquileia, and 
from thence to where he was, on the twenty-fifth of 

thirteenth of Septmber^ as appears from a law 
addreffed to PrchlnuSy or rather Probianus j proconful of MricOy 
and from an edidl addreiTed to the people of Rome\ On the 
eighteenth o^O^fobery he was- at Natjfus in Dacia ; for the law 
bears that date, which he publifiied there, forbidding, under 
pain of being burnt alive, the Jew^y and tlieir patriarchs, to 
rnoleft fuch as (hould abandon their fed to Embrace the true re- 
ligion, and inflidbng fevere punifhments on thofe who (hould 
embrace the JewiJh religion J’. Conjlantine palled almoft the 
whole year cnfii ing, when Sabinas and Rufinas were confuls, in 
Gauhy for on the eleventh of January he was at TreveSy on the 
fourteenth of May at Fienne in Dauphinyy and on the thirteenth 
Faofta f at Arles^ where his wife Faujia was delivered of a fon, 

liv^ed of fQjjjg JO be Conflantine his elded: fon, and others to 
a fon at 

Arles. « Theod. chronol. p. 10. ** Cod. Theodof. 1 , xvi. tit, 

8. leg. I. p. 214. 

(N) By One of thefe laws, labour and indulby (i). Heor- 
dated the firft of Auguft, he for- dered this law to be ingraved on 
bids the crucifying of criminals, brafs, and to be pubbcly hung 
and intirely abolifhes that fort of up in all the cities of Itaiy, In 
punllhmenc, cho' common among the year 322. he extended it to , 
the Romans till his timc,efpecially Africa^ injoining the proconfuls, f 
with rcfp«a to flaves. This pro- governors, and receivers of the ^ 
hibition is generally looked upon revenue there, to fupply with 
by the fathers as an indance pf corn out of the public granaries 
his refpeft for the crofs and paf- fuch parents as they (hall find in- 
lion of our Saviour (9). By an- capable of maintaining their 
other law, enafted at Naiffvs on children. By a third law pu- 
the thirteenth of he com- blidied this year at Sirmium, and 
mands the officers of the revenue dated the fecond of fane, he 
to receive and educate at his ex- forbids, on pain of death, the at- 
pence fuch children as (hall be taching for debt either (laves or 
brought to them by their parents, cattle employed in tilling the 
as not being in a Audition to ground (2). 
provide for them by their own 

i 9 ) ViJe Auguyfertn, SS. c 9. P. 47, (\) Cod, Tlfccd, 1 1. /. 27. /. i. 

p. iSS. (zj Cod, /, 1. p. 22.}, 223. 
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be his youngeft fon Conftant (O). In the month of OSfdhef of 
this year, the emperor was at Milan^ and there heard the com*- 
plaints of the Donatifts againft Caciliafms blfliop of Carthage •= ; 
and on the fourth of December Sardica^ where he enadted a 
law, commanding perfonseven of the greateft diftindlion, when 
guilty of rapes, extortions, or other crimes of that nature, to 



be tried by the governors of the provinces, and executed, with- 
out being allowed to appeal to the governor of Rome^ or the 
emperor This feverity was judged neceflary to check the in- 
folence of the nobility, who began to epprefs the people in a moft 
tyrannical manner, efpecially in the remote provinces. 

The following year, 1 17. when Gellicanus and Ba£t 4 \ welrcCrirpus, 
confuls, Cenfiantine and Ltcinius agreed to create three C!(a^rj,ConlUii- 
towit, Cr 'ijpuszxA Conjlantine^ the fons of the emperor 
Jiantlne^ and Licintus%t Ltetmanus^ the fon of Licinim by Con-y°!^H 
Jiantia^ the fifter of Conflantine* Thi^ promotion was niade,^*"^“’‘^* 
according to the heft chronologers, on the firft of Mardu andp^"^‘' 
was afterwards notified to the armies, and publifhed in all 
cities of the empire®. The fon of Lklnius is ftiled on the an- 
tient coins Valerius Lictniamts LkiniuSy and alfo Ltcinius the 
younger % and was but an infant, about twenty months old, Of Chriil 
when raifed to the dignity of Cafar^,^ Crifpus^ Conflanthieh 317. 
fon by his firft wife, was born, according to fome, in the year Of Rome 
300. according to others in 296, fo that he was at this time in 1115. 
the feventeenth or twenty-firft year of his age Con/lantine 
had committed the care of his education to the celebrated LaSian- 


tiusy a perfon equally capable of inftru£hng him in the fciences. 


® Cod. Theod. chronol. p. 13. ^ Cod. Thcodof. 1 . ix. tit. i. 

leg. 1. p. 3, 4. ® Anonym, p. 474. Zos. 1 . h. p. (>79. Hier. 

chron. Ljban. orat.iii. p. 111. * Goltz. p. 130. NoRisdeLi- 

c^. c. I. p. 39, 40. K VicT. epit. p. 543. Zos. 9. 679, 

Fancgyr. 7. p. i77- 


(O) This year the emperor 
cnafted a Law, dated the eighth 
of JuTte^ and addrelTcd to a bi- 
Ihop, by name Protogenesy pro- 
bably the celebrated bifhop of 
Sari^cay by which he gave leave 
to all mailers to infranchife their 
Haves in the prefence of theCW-* 
flian people aflembled with their 
bilhops or pallors in the church, 
without recurring, as was pre- 

Cod^Juft^ It i, tie, 13 . teg, I, 

VoL. XV. 


feribed by the Roman laws, to the 
prastors and confuls. Thus the 
manumitting of Haves, which 
before was attended with great 
difficulties, and no fmall expence, 
became eafy and no-ways charge- 
able, the mailers being no longer 
obliged to recur to the prx- 
tors and confuH at Rome, but only 
to their own bifhops and der- 
gy( 3 )- 

ft fix* So 9 um, /, i. r« 9. ft 414* 

Pp 
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and infpiring blm with lentiments of piety. EufiUus ftiles him 
an excellent prince^ a prince beloved, of Heaven^ a fan in ^o refpe^ , 
inferior to his father ^ He is called in the antient inreriptions 
Conftan- Flavius Valerius Julius Crifpus K This year was born, accord- 
tius bont» ing^ to the common opinion, on the feventh* or as oilers will 
have it, on the thirteenth of Auguft in Illyricum^ and according 
to fome in the city of Sirmium^ Conftantius^ Co^antineh lecond 
fbn, by Faujla^ the fitter of Maxentius^. Conjlantine 
the following year, vshtti Licinius was confiil the fifth time with 
Crifpus^ partly in Illyricum^ and partly in the neighboorhood 
of and revived the antient Roman law againtt parricides, 
which had been abrogated by Pompey the Greats comprehending 
under the name of parricide the murder, not only of a father 
and mother, but likewife of a fon * 

The next confuls were, CoT^dntine ^ fifth time, and £r- 
cinius Cafar, Conjlantine pajQQsd this and the three following 
years in Illyricum ; anUl by feveral laws enabled there, and ad- 
drefled to the governors of Rome^ and to the Rman people, en- 
deavoured to reform the many abufes which had long prevailed 
Zepws in the metropolis of the empire. By one of thefc laws, publifhed 
agennjithe2x, Rome on the firft of February ^ he gives the pagans leave to 
arufpices. confult the arufpices, that is, thofe who pretended to fbretcl 
events from the entrafjs of vi£lims \ but forbids the arufpices, 
as well as the other pagan prietts, to enter the houles of private 
perfons, tho’ their friends or relations, upon pain of being burnt 
alive : fucli as received them were by this law to forfeit their 
ettates, and be banifhed for life ; the informers were not to be 
puniflied in this, as in other cafes, but amply rewarded for their 
zeal The end of this bw was to prevent all private facri- 
fices and confultations. By another law, dated the (eventeenth 
of December^ he commands thofe, who (hall confult the ^rufpices, 
or other diviners, to fend their anfwers to him The emperor 
continued this year at Sirmium till the twenty-fecond of June<^ 
as appears from the dates of his laws ; was at Naiffus on the 
fifteenth of July^ at ATtlan on the feventh of September^ at 
Aqutleia on the twelfth of October j at Sardiea on the twenty- 
fixth of November^ and again at Sirmium on the firft of Ve^ 
cemher p. 

The following year Conjlantine entered upon his fixth coA- 
fuUhip, having his fon Conjlantine for his collegue. This year 

* Euseb. l.x.^.9. p. 398* * * Goltz. p. 129, * Cod. 

Thcodof. chronol. p. 1 3. Du Cange Byzant. famil. p. 47. «Cod. 
Theodof.l. ix. tit. 15. p. 112, 113. " Cod.Theodof. l.ix, tit. 16^ 

leg. 1,2. p. 1 14, 1 15. ® Idem,l.xvi. tit. 10. leg. i. p. 257. 

p Cod. Theodof. chronol. p. 16--27. 
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-be abrogated tbe Papum, and all other laws apinft celibacy ; Confial 
but fuffered thofe who hid children tocnjoy the privileges granted tine re- 
them by thofe laws^ He annulled another lay, iinpowering w 

the creditors to feizfc on the eftates and effcfts of their debtors ; ' 

and at the laine time declared, that fuch as had forfeited their 
eftates by that law, might redeem them by paying ^be 
they owed r. By a law dated the firft of February^ he forbids 
the officers of the n^enue to punifh with rods, or coniine to the 
public priibns, fucl^B were backward in paying the comm9n 
^ taxes ; but orders them to be fecured in places where every one 
might fee and vifit them *< This law muA have been unknown 
toZoJbmsj who tells us, that rods, and all forts of torments, 
were ufed by the .officers of Conftanttne in exadling what was 
due to the exchequer *. Two other laws were ena&d by Con- 
ftmtine this year, the one forbidding married men to keep con- 
cubines ”, and the other commanding a^ judges to difpatch the 
caufes of cruninals, and the gaolers to treat them, however in 
.guilty, with humanity, to keep them in open and wholfome 
places, and not to confine them, at leaft in the day-time, * 

dungeons : he declaims fuch as (hall by ill ufage extort nwney 
from their prifoners, guilty of death ; and threatens with his in- 
dignation the magiftrates who {hail wjnk at fuch diforders 
This year Crifpus gained a vi£lory over the Franks^ die parti- 
culars of which are not mentioned in biftory : Nazarius in his 
panegyric only tells us, that he overcame the Franks^ granted 
them a peace, and then returned to his father 

The following year, when Crifpus and Conjlantine^ the em- 
perors two foils, were confuls, Conjianiine publifhed an cdi (9 on 
the feventh of Marche forbidding ail manner of work on Sun- and for 
diryjy(P). The following year 322. Petrontus Probianus zn^bcephjg 
^mciui^.ulianus being confuls, Co^antine gained a great vidiory^^ 

a SozoM. 1 . i. c. 9. p. 413. Euseb. vit. Conft. 1 . iv. c. 26. Cod. ^ 
Theod. p. 643, 644, ' Idem, p. 25 1, 252. • Idem, p. 68, 6j;. • 

* Zos. 1 . ii. p. 691. " Cod. Thcodof. p. 70,71. Idem, p. 33. 

* Panegyr. 7. p. 177. > Euseb. vit. Conft. 1 . iv. c. 18. p. 534. 

.Cod. Juft. 1 . iii. tit. xz. leg. 3. p. 250. 


Sun- 


• (P) Sozomen writes, that, out However, the authority of So- 
of refpeft to the crofs, he like- zomen, who lived at^ Conftanti- 
wife ordered Fridays to be kept nophy was by profelfioii a pleader, 
holy (4). But of this edia no* and fticws hijpfelf every- where 
mention is made either by Eu- thoroughly acquainted wi^ the 
fibiusy or any other hiftorian. laws, is of great weight with us. 


SttZem, 1 . i. 8. Z'. 412. 
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Conftan- over the Sarmatians^. Optatianus wnieSt that they were over- 
tine come in feveral battles with the Carpi and the Geta^ that is, the 
feais the Goths Thefe battles were fought, according according to that 
Sarmati- writer, at Campona^ Marga^ and Bononta^ all three cities of 
Illyricum on x\\^ Danube ^ the firft in Panmnia or Valeria^ near 
the prefent city of Bu'da^ and the other two in Upper Moefta^» 
Raufimodes king of the Sarmatians had, as we read in Zoft- 
mus'^^ befieged a city, which he does not ^me; but Cen/iantine^ 
haftening to the relief of the place, put tne enemy to flight, and 
having obliged thofe who had made their efcape to repafs the 
Danube^ purfued them ero(s>that river, defeated them a iecond 
time with great daughter, their king being killed among the 
reft, and returned with an incredible number of captives. JSa- 
febius does not fpcak of this viflor}^ in particular ; but tells us in 
general terms, that Heaven rewarded with many vidtories over 
the different clans of barbarians the emperor’s zeal for the pro- 
pagation of the gofpeH. The Sannatian games, which were 
yearly celebrated about the latter end of November y probably took 
their rife from this vi 61 ory 

The next confuls were TLiiA^ufinus. Conjiantiney 

after his vidiory over the barbarians, marched with his army to 
^heffakntca \ hut while he was bufied there in making a pert, 
the Goihsy notwithflanding their late defeat, entered Ihrace and 
MoefiOy committing every* where dreadful ravages. Cmjlantine 
marched againd them with incredible expedition ; and having 
md the gained a complete vidlory over them, purfued them with great 
Goths, (laughter into the domiflions of Licimus\ which that prince 
highly refenting, complained of it as an open breach of the trea- 
ties fubfifting betwen them. Conftantine endeavoured to appeafe 
him ; but as Liciniusy diifatisfied with the late partition of the 
empire, waited only a plaufiblc pretence to break vr\tl 0 ^ef^an- 
w », tiney after feveral embaflies and unfuccefsful negotiations, both 
tnveen P*’**'^^ began to prepare for war. Conjlantine dlfpatched ex- 
Confen provinces, ordering his troops to haften into 

tine and dllyricuniy and join him ^ (Q^). Conjlantine was ftill at Sirmiwn 


ideinius. 


* Cod Theodof. chronol. p. 2z. Zos. 1 . ii. p 680. * Op- 

TAT. c. 23. ^ Baud. Zos. 1 . ii. p. 680. **EusEB.vit. 

Conll:. p. 43 J • * Cod. Theod. chron. p. 22. ^ Anonym, p. 474, 


(QJ 7 .oJimui ^Tites, that his 
army was an hundred and thirty 
thoufand men ftrong, and that he 
aflembled at the port of Mens a 
fleet confifting of two thoufand 


two hundred vefTcls of different 
rates and fizes ; whereas Lidnius 
had with him but an hundred and 
fifteen thoufand men, and three 
hundred and fifty gallies (5}. 


(5) Zof. /.ii. ^.esi. 


on 
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on the twenty-fifth of May and a few, days after at Thejpth- 
nicdy whence he marched into T^race^ and found Licimus en- 
cainped there on the banks of the Hehrus^ in the neighbourhood 
of Adrianople* The two armies continued fbinc days encamped 
over-agalnft each other, being parted by the rivei. Conjianilne 
was for laying a bridge crofs the Hebrus ; but in the mean time 
having difeovered a ford at fome diftance, he paflcd it at firft 
with twelve horfemen, who being followed by a few more, 
kept the enemy in play, till the whole army crofled the river. 

Both princes drew up their forces in battle-array, and prepared 
for the enfuing engagement, which was likely to prove de- 
cifive. Eufebius writes, that the author ’of the war, that is, 

Licimus^ gave the lignal for the onfet, and that Conflantme^ 
having firft with a fcfvent prayer invoked the Almighty, and 
given for the parole God our Saviour^ ordered the crofi, in 
which he confided more than in tlie nuinber and bravery of his 
foldiers, to be difplayed at the head of his army. His con- 
fidence, fays the fame writer, was not ill-grounded ; for vi 61 ory 
attended the royal banner where-ever it appeared h. Conflan- 
tineh men behaved with incredible bravery, animated by the 
example of their leader, who, though he expofed himfelf to the 
greateft dangers, efcaped only with a flight wound in the thigh. 

But of the enemy thirty- three tlioufend were killed upon the 
fpot, and the reft, though advantageoufly ported upon a rifing 
ground, obliged to betake thcmfclves to a precipitate and difor- Licinius 
derly flight. Licinius elcaped in the night, with what forces 
he could rally, to By%animn 5 and the next morning fuch of 
men as had remained in the neighbourhood of Mrianople, Tub- 
mitted to Conjiantine^ who, tranfported with joy for fo fignal a *'^^*^* 
vidlory, granted a difeharge to many of his veterans ^ This 
memorable battle was fought on the third of of thv }x*ar ' 

3*3 (R}* . Of^Chrift 

As 323. 

* Cod. Theod. p. 23. •' Roied. vlt. Conll. I. ii. c. 3. & 6. Rome 

p. 445, 447. ‘ EusiB. ibid. Anonym, p. 475. Zu;:. 1 ii. p. 6S1. 

,(R) En/tlius tells us, that Z.i- a religion unknown to the Ro- 
ciniusy before the battle, retired ninfis, whofe flaatlardi lie dit- 
to a neighbouring wood to fa- honoured with the ignominious 
crilice to his gods ; and, when , lign of a cio(\. lie added, that 
the ceremony was over, told ai» Itarifportid with :i , 

thofc v:\uf attended Iiim, that he blind zeal for hij new religion, 
had offered vidims to the gods, had declared himfelf an enemy 
whom both his and their an- rather to the gods than to him, •: 
ceftors had ever adored, but the was incumbeiit upon them to d ‘■ 
enemy had foi Taken, to embrace fend and proted him, that the 

P P 3 W'oild 
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As Licinius had fled to Byzantium^ Cmflantim {nirfoed him 
thither without lo(s of time, ordering his fleet, commanded by 
his fon Crifpus^ to repair to the fame place. Crtf^s imme- 
diately put to (ea, and failing along the coafts of Macedm and 
7'hrace^ entered the flreights of Gallipoli, where the enemy’s 
fleet, confifting of two hundred velTcls, under the command of 
Abantus, or, as others call him, Amandus, waited for him. As 
the place wis very narrow, Crtfpus thought it advifeablc to en- 
gage him only with eighty of his beft (hips. Viflory was long 
doubtful, both fleets fighting- with great obflinacy and rcfolu- 
tion ; but in the end the enemy being incumbered by the great 
number of their (hips running foul of one another in fo narrow 
And his a place, were utterly defeated, with the^lofs of five thoufitnd 
and one hundred and thirty (hips, ^Amandus, the enemy’s 
inth^ admiral, with the utmoll difficulty faved himfelf alhorel^. Z^- 
^fireivhts defcribes all the particulars of this battle, tells us, 

"^cfal- winds fought for Con/lantine, in order to render 

lipoli. victory of the (bn by fea no lc(s glorious than that of the 

father had been by land Crtfpus himfelf haftened to his father 
with the joyful tidings of the total defeat of the enemy’s fleet, 
and was by him recewed with the mofl tender expreflions of 
paternal affeiStion and eficem. Conjiantine had already laid fiege 
to Byzantium^ after having gained fome new advantages over 
the enemy ; but, before his fleet arrived, Licinius made his 
elcape by fea, and taking with him the flower of his troops, and 
his treafures, paiTed the flreights, and (hut hin^felf up in Cbal* 
cedsn, with a defign to raife a new army in Afia, 


^ Zos. 1 . ii. p. 68i, 682. Anonym, p. 475. ’ Idem ibid. 


world (bight conclude from the 
fuccefs of tlie approaching en- 
gagement, how powerful were 
the gods of the Roman empire, 
how weak the unknown God 
adored by Conjiantine. If we 
are overcome (continued he) 
we mud defpife thofe deities 
** whom we now adore, and adore 
that Deity whom we now de- 
** fpife. But if ^pur gods blefs 
** our endeavours widi fuccefs, 
as I am confident they will, 
** we muft with an eternal war 
purfue their enemies, and ut- 
terly extirpate the Cbrifiiaii 


** name.” tells us, that 

he learnt his fpeech, foon after 
the battIe,of thofe who were with 
Licinius when he made it (6). 
Soxomen likewife writes, that Li- 
cinius had refolved, if his gods 
had granted him the victory, to 
purfue with fire and fword their 
enemies the ChrijUans ; and there- 
fore that writer looks upon his 
defeat as a glaring inflance to 
prove, that the Cbrijiians were, 
in a fpccial manner, favoured by 
Heaven, and that their religion 
was not an human contrivance, 
but the work of thcAlmighty (7). 


(6) Eujeb. vit. Confi, /. ii. r. 5. p. 445, 446. (7) SoTSom, /. i. f* 7. 409. 

In 
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In that city he prefezYed to the dimity of Citfir one Liclmus 

Murtintamt^ the chief officer of his houfliold, and difpatched fates M- 
him with a confiderable force to Latnpfacus^ to make head againft Martinia-^ 
Conftantine^ in cafe he attempted to enter the Hellefpont But 
Conflantiney leaving Byzantium^ embarked his troops, and erod- 
ing over into Afta^ landed in the neighbourhood of Chalcedon \ 
and finding Lidnius encamped on a rifing ground not far from 
that city with a numerous army, which he had drawn together 
with incredible expedition, he began to prepare for a fecond en- 
gagement. But in the m^an time deputies arriving from Li- An agree- 
ciniusy with propofals for an accommodation, Conjianthe hcark- 
cned to them with great joy, and complied wdth the terms they 
pro|»fed, which were, fays Eufehius no left advantageous to 
Ltciniusy than to tht whefle empire. But this agreement was 
(hort -lived; for Conjiantine being foon after informed, 

Lidnius was drawing together forces^ from all parts, and had 
even invited the barbarians to join him, advanced to Chalcedony the for- 
with a defign to inveft the place, and oblige Lidnius to comply 
wiih the terms of their agreement. But as he approached Chry^ 
opolisy the port of Chalcedony he was there, to his great furprize, 
met by Lidnius at the he^ of a very numerous army (S). Con- 
Jian^ie drew up his men in battle-array^ ; but, ferupling to break 
the*caty, waited till the fignal was given by the enemy ; which 
was no former done, than he fell upon them with fuch refolution f lcimus 
and intrepidity, that, not able to withftand him, they imme- 
diatcly gave way, and fled in the utmoft confufion. In this- 
battle Lidnius loft, according to the anonymous writer of Con- 
Jlantine'sXxhy iwenty-fiv^ thoufand men®; but, according to 
Zofimusy above an hundred thoufand P. It was fought on the 
eighteenth of September 5 and a few days after the citirs of By- 
zantium and Chalcedon opened their gates to the conqu^or. Li- 
dnius fled, with what forces he could rally, to Nicomediay whi- 
ther Conjlantine^xxrfued him, and immediately invefted the place ; 
but, on the fecond day of the fiege, his fifter Cotiflantia intreat- 
ing him with many tears, by the tendernefs he had ever (hewn 
for her, to forgive her hulband, and grant him at leaft his life, 

• "* Zos. p. 683. Anonym, p. 475. “ Euseb. vit. Conft. I. ii. 

c. 15. p. 451. ® Anonym, p, 475. p Zos. 1 . ii. p. 683. 

(S) writes, that he had tinianusy whom he had ordered 

with him above an hundred and to leave Lampfacusy and joim 
thirty thoufand men, counting him (8). 
the troops commanded by Mar- 

(8) Zo/./.ii.^ 683 . 
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be vfas prevailed upon to comply with'bcr requeft ; and the next 
day Liciniusy finding no means of making his efcape, prefenced 
K/ya^w/jhimfclf before the conqueror, and throwing himfelf at his feet,, 
^ Con- yielded, to him the purple, and the other enflgns of fovereignty. 
ftamine. Cmjianttne received him with great demonftrations of kindnefe, 
entertained him at his table, and afterwards fent him to Tthejpi^ 
hnica^ afluring him, that he (hould live unmolefted, fo long as 
He h hy he raifcd no new difturbances 9 . However, he was foon after. 
hii ordei Arangled by CoHftantine\ order, who on that account is highly 
fut to blamed by Zojimus and Aurelius ViSfo^ (T). Licintus had been 
death. created emperor on the eleventh of NGverriber ^07, and confe- 
qucntly had reigned near fixteen years (U). For this vidlory 
ConJlantine<i and after him his fon, and feveral of his fuccehbrs, 

Zos. 1 . ii. p. 684. VicT. epit. p. 543. 

(T) St. Jerom has copied the repealed the laws which had been 
very words of the latter in his publiftied by him, or his officers, 
chronicle. The anonymous wri- in his name (2). A$ (or Marti- 
ter, whom we have often quoted, manusy Zojimus writes, that Con- 
tefls us, that, the foldiers having Jiantim abandoned him to the 
demanded the death of Licintus, fury tdf the foldiery (3), as foon 
Conjiantine complied with their as he fell into his power, 
requeft, fearing he might, in imi- the anonymous writer and Vifior 
tation of Maximiariy one day re- the younger affure u*?, that Con- 
fume the empire. writes, Jiantine at hrft granted him his 

that upon the complaints brought life ; but afterwards ordered luiri 
againft Licinius by the foldiery, to be put to death, as having 
referred the whole af- been privy to the dcfigns of Li- 
faiv to the fenate, who fenienccd ciniusi^). All tliofc who had' 
him to death (9). Socratfs fays prompted him to persecute the 
in exprefs ttMins, that Licinius Chrijiians, underwent the fame 
began prPi'atcly to make new fate (5), and among the reft his 
preparations for and to in- (onLiciniu^, who was this year 
vite the barbarians to his af- degmded from the dignity of C^- 
kibince ; which Conjlantine no far, and two years after, that is, 
fooner knew, than he ordered in 325. according to St. 
him to be put to death, and by fentenced to death, 
that means prevented a new civil (U) We have not thought it 
war(i). Conjiantine Q 9 M(tA 2 l\Y neceffary to take notice of the 
his ilatues to be pulled down, miracles, which Zolz^zraJ and J\r2- 
and by two laws, the one dated cefhorus have inferted in their 
the fixreenth of Ma^ 324. the account of the defeat of Licinius, 
other the twelfth oY February as things not vouched by any 
325. annulled all his ads, and antient writer. 

(9) Zenar. mit. Conft. p. 4. (i) Socrat, /. u c. 4. p. 3 > (2) Cod. *n^eodof% 

i jiw. tit . 14. ieg. I, ^.404, 40^. (3) Zof. p. 68^. (4) Anonym ^ ^•475* 

Ftft. tptt. p^ 543. E»Jcb. ^'it, Coji, p. 451. thid. 

afTumed 
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alTumed the title of FiiSforiouSy which we find ftill prefixed to 
fbme of his letters ^ Not long after the defeat of Licmtus^ he 
preferred Cmftani^ at that time his third fon, and fix years old> 
to the dignity of Cafar, 

Constantine, now mafter of all the eaftefrn provinces, 
made it his chief ftudy to eftablifli there the worfhip of the 
true God, as he had already done in the weft, and to abolifh 
all remains of idolatry, which had been no left countenanced 
by Licimusy than the chriftian religion perfecuted and opprefied. 

He began with two edidls, whereof both Gfrek and Lath copies 
were fent into all the provinces of the empire, figned with the 
emperor’s own hand, and addrefled, the one To the churches of 
God, the other, Vi the people of each province. By thefe ediifts, Conftan- 
hc reinftates in their former condition all, who, on account of tine or- 
their religion, had been condemned to exile, to the mines, credersnuhat^ 
any other punifliment ; orders their goods and eftates to had 

forthwith reftored to them, or to their heirs i gives leave taken 

fuch as had been deprived of their military employments to re-A^^ 
fume them, if they plcafed ; and commands the officers of the 
revenue, as well as private jxrrfons, of what rank or condition 
fbever, to deliver up to tlie churches,^ upon the publication 
the edidl, without waiting the fentcnce of the magiftrates, 
what houfe'i, tenements, gardens, orchards, teV. had ever be- 
longed to them ; but more efpecially the places wlicre the holy 
martyrs had been interred. He threatens with his indignation, 
fuch as fliall not yield immediate obedience to this ordinance, 
which, he fays, comprifes thofo too who may have purchafed 
fuch lands, houfes, ^c. of the emperor, or received them as a 
prefciit, or by way of reward for their paft fervices. Thefe, 
however, he encourages to depend upon his generofity ; but re- 
quires of them, as well as of the reft, an immediaie com- 
pliance with his edi6f *. Thefe ordinances were followed \y\' JJe 
tethers, forbidding the offering of facrifices to idols, the confe- 
crating of any new idol, and the confulting, either in public /'rf'/.-Vj a- 
or in private, the arufpices, foothfayers, oracles, Cs’f. 

He had no fooner caufed thefe laws to be publifhed, than he^w;y/^;/?- 
cna£fed another, ordering the churches, which had been pulled {"i". 

*down during the perfecution, to he rebuilt at his own exj^nce,^^^*-^- 
injoining his receivers in the different provinces to furnifti the 
neceffary fuins for that purpose ; and thofe whom he apjy)inted 
to overfee fuch buildings, to take care that they were capable of 
containing all the inhabitants ; for we hope, added the pious 
emperor, that they will all embrace the faith of the true God. 

He wrote upon the fame fubjeiSt to all the metropolitan biihops, 

»■ Euseb. vit. Conft. p. 452. Opt at. p. 284. 
ibid. 1. ii. c. 19— -28. p-453> 458* 


* Euseb. 
ftilinjr 
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filirng; them hts beloved brethren^ and ad^g the reft to Eufebius 
of Cafarea^ who inferis hts letter at large, and tells usy it 
was the hrft he had received fiom him ^ Not long after, 
he publifhed an edi£l drawn up by himfelf, and addrefl^ to all 
the people of the empire ; wherein he exhorts them to renounce 
their antient fuperflition, to adore but one God, the Creator of 
the univerfe, and to place all their hopes in, Jefus Chrift. This 
ecii£t is quoted at large by Eufebius^ who tranflated it out of 
the original Latin into Greek Conftantim^ not thinking it 
Orders theytt advifeable to pull down the temples of the idols, ordered 
temples to them to be (hut up in all the places where that might be done 
hejhut, without tumults and bloodflied ; to be ftripped of their riches 
and ornaments, and even of their idols ; and all the lands, 
houfes, and revenues belonging to them, torbe applied to pious 
ufes. In virtue of this ordinance, the Pythian and Sminthian 
JpoUoy the tripod of Delfnos^ the Mufes of Helicon^ the famous 
Pan^ whom all the cities of Greece Itad confecrated after the 


Perjian war, and whatever milled antiquity had, for many 
ages revered and adored, were publicly dragged through the 
ilrcets, and either dafhed in pieces, or made ufe of as mailer^ 
pieces of art to adorn the fquares, villas, palaces, public gal- 
leries, PVom the' feveral laws enaiSled this and the fol- 

lowing year 324. when the emperor’s two fons, Crifpus and 
Coujlantine, were confuls, it appears, that Conjlantine con- 
tinued in the £a(I, refiding for the moft part at Nicomedia, 

The next year, Paulinus 2LV)d Julianus being confuls, the 
emperor, to put a (lop to the dillurbanccs and divifions that 
JJfmhUs rent the church, aflembled the famous council of Nice^ at 


a council which he affifted in perfon, and afterwards condemned to ba- 
Nice, nifhment the refractory herefiarch Arius^ vfiih Eufebius of Ni^ 
of Nice^ and feveral others, who could not 
the ilood prevailed upon to renounce his impious tenets. On the 
jj^iy this year, the emperor folemnized, with 
extraordinary pomp and magnificence, the twentieth year of 
Of Rome reign, and on that occafion made a great entertainment in 
1122. his palace, to which he invited all the bifhops of the council, 
treated them with the utmofl refpeCf, made them feveral pre- 
fents, and caufed large Turns to be diflributed among the poor. 


difpatching at the fame time orders to all the governors of pro- 
vinces to fupply yearly the facred virgins, widows, and eccle- 
fiaRics, in each cify of their refpedive diftriCls with a certain 


quantity of corn*. Coyipantine pafled this year partly at Nice^ 
partly at Nicomedia^ as appears from the datps of feveral laws. 


* Euseb. vif. Conil. 1 . ii. c. 44, 45. p. 464, 465. ° Idem 

ibid. c. 47, 48. p. 465, 466. Idem, p. 510, 51 1. So^oM. 
p. 449. * Euseb. p. 49Z. Soz.p.438. 

By 
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By oite pablifted at Nitomedia on die feventeenth of O^el/er^ 
and addrdlf^ to all the fubjed^s of the empirci he encou rages 
faeh as had been, or (hould be oppreiled, or any ways injur^,^‘/^» ail 
by his minifters, oounfcHors, governors of provinces or cities, 

^c. to appdy to him for redrefs, afluring them, that they 
(hould be well received^ and amply reward^, for undeceiving^'' 
him, fince he had employed none but fuch as he believed ro be 
men of integrity. But the bed princes (adds he) are liable to 
be deceived and impofed upon by wicked minifters. If there- 
“ fore thofc in whom I repofed an intire confidence, have de- 
ceived me by a falfe appearance of integrity, and injured 
the meaneft of my fubjedts, let the pcrfon thus injured lay 
his complaints before me, and accufe me as the author of 
the injuries he hj^fufFered, if I do not revenge them y.” In 
the beginning of November, he enadted another law, forbidding 
throughout the whole empire, the dbmbats of gladiators, and 
ordering, that criminals, inftead of being obliged to fight in 
the arena, (hould, for the future, be condemned to wfrk in 
the mines *. 

The following year Conflantine entered upon his feventh 
confulfliip, having his third fon Conflans for his collegue. The 
emperor pafTed the winter in Thrace Snd Illyrlcum \ for rife was 
on the third of February at Heraclea, and on the fifteenth of 
March at Sirmium* From thence he went to Milan, and from 
Milan to Rome, where he was on the eighth of July ; but he 
did not (lay long there, being, as appears from the dates of le- 
veral laws, in the beginning of O£fober at Spoletum, on the 
twenty-third of the fame month at Milan, and on the laft day 
of December 'at Sirmhm « ( W ), He left the city, highly dif- 
iatisfied' rWith the difrefpedilful behaviour of the Roman people, 
and was !«?ver after prevailed upon to return to it But the 
mod remarkable event of this year was the death of Crifpus, 

y Cod. Theod. chronol, p- 25. » Cod. Theodof. tit. 5. 

P* 397 - * Theodof. chronol. p, 28. Li ban. 

orat. XV. p. 412. 

(W) Xojimus, a declared ene- averfion which the Romans ihew^ 
my to Conflantine, writes, that ed him, prompted him to tranf- 
the whole Reman people loaded fer the feat of the empire to By- 
him with injuries and curfes, xantium {6'^. Libanius tells us, 
for having abandoned the reli- that he bofe with great patience 
gion of his anceftors, and pro- the fatires and lampoons that 
moted, with great zeal, the were daily publifhed againil him 
worfhip of an unknown God ; during his flay at Rome. 
and adds, that the difrefpeft and 

(6) ZuJ. /. ii- 


Conjlantln/^ 
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Cdrt/ianttne*s eWeft fon. The em^'ctk^Faufta^ jealous of the 
great reputation he had acquired, and piqued to fee him 
preferred to her own children, falily accuf^ him of having 
Solicited )ier to inceft. Some (ay, that (he charged him with 
afpiring to the (bvercignty. Be that as it will, Cov^antine^ 
hearkening to' the accuiktion, and not only forgetting on this 
occ^on his ufual clemency, but a£ling contrary to ail laws of 
jufitce and equity, without examining an accufation of fuch 
importance, without giving the accufed prince room to dear 
^ himfelf, ordered iiim to be put to-death* Some write, that he 
Criipus difpatched with poifon ; others, that by the emperor’s orders 
^ath' ftruck off. He was, according to the moft pro- 

bable opinion, executed at Po!a in Ijiria^ on the^firft of Marcby 
being then in the thirtieth, or, as others will' have it, only in 
the twenty -fifth year of his age. He was a prince of extraor- 
dinary endowments, had fignalized himfelf in a very eminent 
manner againft the Franks^, and in the war with Lkinius^ and 
was ualyerfelly beloved by the people and ibldiery, on account 
of bis liravery, his obliging behaviour to perfbns of all ranks, 
his generofity, and other princely qualities. He had in all 
likelili^ embraced the chriftian religion, nay, and been bap- 
tized, according to Baromus \ but the authority of Nicepborus^ 
whom that writer quotes, is of no great weight with us. 
skJ lih- Th e death of Cri/pus was followed by that of young ZrVi- 
bis nm^ C^nfiantine^ nephew, at that time in the twelfth year of 
v.ephrw his age'. St. yerom ftiles thefe executions the e(Fe£l of an 
Liciiiia^, unheard-of cruelty •*. Faujla did not long out-live her fon-in- 
&nd hts law; for, being this very year convided of having accufed 
Fan-hii^ and moreover of having proftituted her honour to 

perfons of the meaneft rank, Cwjiantine caufed her fuf- 

focated with the fleam of an hot bath With Fm^a many 
fJcrfoDs of diftinftion, fuppofed to have been acceflbry to her 
crimes, were condemned, and either privately difpatched with 
poifon, or publicly executed * (X). 

This^ 

« Zos. 1 . ii. p. 685. Aur. Vict. p. 527. Ammian. 1 . xiv. 
p. 29. Eutrop. p. 588. Hier. chron. 'Zos.p. 685. 
VicT. epit. Philostorc. hift. ecclef. 470. Ammian. p.^ 50. 
PIiERichron. ^ Eutrop. p. 588. 

(X) Evagrius, to ejifeufe Con- called in queftion. Eufehmsy in 
fiantine^ denies all thefe fads (7) ; his ecclefiaftic hillory, which he 
but they are too well attefted, publifticd before the death of 
both by the Greek and Latin Cri/pus, bellows the higheft en- 
hillorians, to be denied, or even cotniums upon that prince, and 

tell| 


( 7 ) Evag, L iii. e, 41. p, 371. 
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'HIris inex&uiesible cruelty and injufticein Con/ianttne itcw His erueit^ 
down upon his &mily divine vengeance ; ^ his brothers, his W in- 
nephews, and his favourite minifters, foon after 

death, all maflacred by Conftaniiusy his ( end fon by Faufla^P^^ifi^^ h 
Vvhom he loved and cheriflbed above the A, Cor^antiney his 
eldeft (bn, was killed by Cmjiam the youiigeft, Cmftani by 
Afagnentiusj Callus their coufin by Conjiantius^ and Confian- 
tius by Julian^ the brother of Callus. Julian periflied in a 
moft miferable manner, and in him ended the numerous fa- 
mily of Conjlantine^ which, every one expeiJied, would have 
furnilhed .the empire with princes for many ages, the emperor 
having three brothers, four fons, feveral fiftcrs and daughters, 
and nine nephey's Cot^antim (eems to have pafled the fol- 
lowing year 327. 'wYitiiJJmJlantius and Maximus were confuls, 
in Illyricum and ^^race ; for, on the twenty -feventh of Febru- 
ary he was at T^jeffalonica^ on the eighteenth of May at Sardica^ 
and at Htraclea on the fifth of Augujl, He probal)ly pa/led 
the following winter at Nicmedia ; for he was in that city on 
.the firft of March h. This year CGnftantme granted the pri- Mahs 
vileges of a city to the village of Drepanum in Bithynia^ ftiling Drepa- 
it, from the name of his mother, Helempolis. This honour num a 
he beflowed upon the place, out of /efped to the holy martyr city* 
Lucianusy who had fuffered under Maximin in the year 312. 
and was interred there *. About this time, the emprefs 
is faid to have difeovered the fepulcre and crofs of our Saviour, 
which induced Conftantine to build at Jerufakm the famous 
church of the refwre^ioriy which was confecrated in the year 


e Julian, ad Athcn. p. 497, 498. ** Cod. Theod. p. 29. 

1 Hi£R. cliron. p. 662. Socrat. 1. i. c. 18. p. 49. 


. 

tells us, th^ he had great (hare 
in the vidlory gained over Lid- 
fiius (8) ; but, in the life of Can- 
fiantiney he fupprefl'es thofe en- 
comiums, and though he dc- 
feribes at large that memorable 
vidory, yet he does not fo much 
^ mention the name of Crifpus, 
This filcnce is, in our opinion, 
a flrong argument againll E*i/a- 
grius. who pretends the above- 
mentioned fads to have been 
feigned by the enemies of Con- 
ftantine^ iccaufe he does not 
iind them in Eu/ebius ; but, as 

(8) Eu^h. I, X 


they are fufficicntly attefted by 
feveral other credible writers, 
we ought rather to infer from 
the filence of Eufebius^ that he 
was well apprifed nothing could 
be alleged to cxcufe Conjlantine^ 
and therefore took no notice of 
thofe executions, choofiiig ra- 
ther to incur the cenfure of 
having tranfgreifed the known 
laws of hiftory, than to take 
upon him^e jollifying of fadls, 
which all the world but toojudly 
condemned. 


9- 399- 
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^bt m- 335 The pious 'prince^ died loon ;^ier, hi the vm^il^her 
prffi He- fotiy who caufed her body to ht conveyed with great pomp td 
lena ^iVi. Rme^ and to be interr^ in the buryihg-place of the em^ 
perors K To honour her memory, he gave the name of I&U-' 
nopoSs to a ' city of Palajitne and that of Hehnopmtus to 
part of the Euxtne fea " ; and caufed a ilatue to be ereded to 
her honour at Daphne near Antioch. From this ftatue, the 
ftreet in which it flood took the name of Attguftal 

The following year, Januarius zaAJt^us being confub, 
Conftantine was, as we have hinted above, on thefirft of March 
at Nicomedia, and on the thirteenth of July at a place in 
Moefta called Otfeos and Efcos P ; whence fome conjedure, that 
he was waging war with the-barbarians in thole parts ; and in- 
deed wc read in tlie chronicle of Akxandjpa % that this year 
the emperor palTed the Danube feveral times, and that he even 
laid a bridge over that river (Y). According to the chronicle 
of Alexandria^, he began this year the city of ConRantinople\ 
but, according to others, on the twenty- fixth of September of 
fThe em fol]owing7ear 3 29, Notwithftanding his zeal for the ca* 
peror re- tholic faith, he recalled this year from banifhment the tWo 
eab from bifliops Eufebius and Jheognis, great flicklers for the dodlrine of 
hanijhment Arius, and fullered them^to gain a great afeendant over him. 
two ArianThe next year, Conjlantine took upon him his eighth confullhip, 
hijhops. having his eld^ fon, the fourth time conful, for his collegue. 
He paired this whole year in the neighbourhood of tho Danube i 
for, on the nineteenth of June, he was at Sardica in Dacia ; 
on the twenty-fccond of July, at Sirmhm \n Panmniai on the 
twenty-fifth of the fame month, at Naiffiis in Dardania ; on 
the third of Auguft, at Heraclea in Thrace ; on the eighteenth 
of the fame month, and twenty-ninth of September, at S^rdica\ 
and on the twenty-fifth of O^ober at Heraclea ^ 

Conftan- The following year 330. when Gallicanus and Symmachus 
tine««^r-^ere confuls, is remarkable for the dedication of the city of 
takes the Con/lantinople, the greateft of all Conftantine*^ works. Authors 

Philostorc. hill, ccclef. 1 . ii. c. i z. p. 474. ^ THEODga. 

1 . i. c. 17. p. 564. Euseb. vie. Conll. 1 . iii. c. 47. p. 506. 

SozoM. 1 . ii. c. i.p. 443. “ Cod. Juil. p. 235. ^Suio. 

p. 448. P Cod. Theod. p. 50. 1 Chron. Alexand. p. 6S2T 

' Chron. Alex. p. 602. ® Cod. Thcodof. chronol. p. 30, 31. 

Sc 1 . xi. lit. 30. leg. 15. p. 236, 23.7^. 

t , ■ ^ y. 

(T) Both the FiSiors mention following years, notice is taken 
this bridge amongH: his other of a bridge, of his paihng the 
great works; and on feveral Danube^ and )us defeating the 
antient coins of this and the Goths (9). 

art 


(9) p. 467. 



are dMpded In dielr ^inms, with rdpe£l. to tlie motives 
proT^^ Cenftantine to^ndertake the building of that city (Z). ^wwaVjr. 
The iifft place he chofe for the building of a new city, was Year 
between Trgas and lanttent Jlium^ on the coaft of yfjia : but flood 
afterwards changing his mind, upon a^vifion which he had, or 
imagined to have fad, he rcfolved to inlarge the antient city 
vf 'Byzantiumf and make it the fccond, or, if he could, the firft q/ 
of the empire (A), He began with extending the walls of the 
antient city from fea to ^ ; and, while fome of tlic work- 
men were bufied in rearing them, others were employed in }jg 
raifing within them a great number of (lately buildings, and, iarges the 
among die reft, a palace no- way inferior, in magnificence and city c/^y- 
extent, to that of Rome» As he defigned to fix his own court zantium ; 
there, and was ^defirous, . that the fucceeding emperors (hould 
follow his example,* and honour his new city with their ordi- 
nary refidence, he fpared no coft or^ labour to render it both 
beauliful and convenient. 

With this view, he built a capitol and amphitheatre, made/r/Z^ir/ if 
a circus maximus, feveral forums, porticoes, and public baths ^jcith mavy 
and divided the whole city into fourteen regions, fecuring th^ne^hiuU- 
inhabitants with many wholfome laws, and granting 
great privileges and immunities. ]^y this means Byzantium 
became in a (hort time one of the moft flourifhing and populous 
cities of the empire, whole families flocking thither from all 

(Z) Zojimus writes, that he years, yet he had nex’^er made 
did it out of hatred to the Ro- any long flay in it, but paiTed 
mans^ feeing himfelf fcorned and mofl of his time in Gaul^ and, 
infulted by them for having em- after his viftory over Licimuj, in 
braced and introduced a new re- 7 Brace. Soxomen writes, that 
ligion (i). He had, according Conftantine^ feeing himfelf abfo- 
to Eutre^us, nothing clfe in view lute mafter of the whole empire, 
but to difplay his power, and and not being difturded by any 
(hew, that, in a few years, he domeflic tumults, or foreign 
could build a city equal to Rome, wars, undercook the building of 
which, for fo many ages, had a new city, as a work worthy 
been not undefervedly looked of a great prince, and refolved, 
upon as the wonder of the uni- as he did not care to refide at 
verie (a). Others tell us, that Rome, to fettle the imperial feat 
Cgnftantine, dilliking Rome, for there (3). 

'motives unknown to them, re- (A) This pretended vifion is 
folvcd to build a city cKewhere, much fpoken of by the modem 
and ref^ there. That he dif- Greek and Latin writers (4) ; and 
hked^ome, whatever his mo- ConfiantinP himfelf, in one of 
tives were, is very plain ; for his laws, declares, that,* in. the 
though he had been mafter of choice of the place, he followed 
that metropolis near twenty thedire^ons of Heaven (5). 

(i) ZoJ. /. ii. p. 686. Eutrop. p, 4S8. (3) Sox i. ii. c. 3. 

p.44.4. (4) Vide Du Cjisge u'b, CorJiarttK^p. dejenpt, I j. p. 23, 

^5) Cid. Tbeod. tit. 5. p, 64, 




parts^ 




fiarts, elpedally from fimtur^' J^it^ C« 

having appointpd, h:r a law enabled tan yen^ that fii ‘ 
lands in thofe countries, (houlJ not be rfife -to idKpdle 
nor even leave them at their death to Ihetf faeirs^ 
had an houfe in his new city. The common people wereen^ 

* thither from the difFeretf- and moft diftant provinces, 
from Rome itfelf, by the emperor’s largeiies, and the 
quantities of corn, oil, and meat, which were daily diftri£ 
among them ^ But however defirous the emperor was 
his neW'city filled with people, yet he did not care ’it . 

inhabited by any but Chriflians ; and therefore caufed 
idols to be pulled down, and their temples to be confecrated to^lle 
true God. He built befidcs an incredible number of churchesj; 
and caufed crof&s to tn? ere^led in all the fquares and public placei^ 
antf fo‘ When moft of the buildings were finllhed, the emperor, 
/g»/n/yco»~Qj^ the eleventh of May of the year 330. the twenty-mth' of 
ftoatts reign, caufed this new city, by a very folemn dedicatte, to 
be confecrated, according to Cedrenus^ to the virgin Mary ^ ; 
but, accoiding to Eufebius^ to the God of martyrs (B). It 
was on this occafion that Conjiantine filled the new city from 
his own name Conftantmeple^ or the city of Conftantiney and like- 
wife Second^ or, as others will have it, New Rme *. At the 
ami equals fame time he cqua^ it antient Rome^ granting it the fame 
it to rights, immunities privileges enjoyed by that metropolis y. 
Koine, jje eftablifhed a and other magiftrates, with a power 

and authority equa{‘K|^t of the Rotnan fenate and declared 
New Rome metrqj^is of theEafi, as Old Rome was of the 
Weft. Con/iantine^ having accomplifhed this great work, ac- 
cording to fome in five, according to others in two years, fixed 
his refidence in the new city, and never more returned tp Rornem 
'The removal of the imperial feat from Rome to ConJ^ntinople 
happenedun the year of the chriftian aera 330. the twenty-fifth 
of ConftantMsx€\^n, and 1128. after the foundation of 
By this removal, the Roman empire received a fatal ftroke, and 
ihrunk by degrees into nothing, as the reader will find in the 
fequel of this hiftory, 

* Zos. I.ii. p. 687. S02. p, 444. SocRAT. I, ii. c. 13. p. 90. 

” Vide Du Cange deConftantinop. l.i. p. 27. ' Buses, vit. 

Conft. l.iii. c. 58.p. 507. * Socrat. p. 45. X S020M J. ii. c. 3*' 

Cod. Theod. l.xiv.tit. 13. leg. i. p. 


p. 444. 

(B) Some modern Gr^Jf 
ters tell us, that this<flr< 
was pefformed by the fifld 
the council of Nice i tfatft 
Icmnity lafted forty 

(6) Vide 0a 
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